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OFFICERS 

OF   THB 

AMERICAN  SOCIETY  OF  MECHANICAL 
ENGINEERS, 

1895-1896, 

FORMING  THE  STATUTORY  COUNCIL. 


PRESIDENT, 
John  Fritz Bethlehem,  Pa. 

VICE-PBESIDENTa. 

F.  H.  Ball New  York  City. 

JB88B  M.  Smith Detroit,  Mich. 

M.  L.  HoucAN St.  Lk^s,  Mo. 

Tenns  expire  at  AnDoal  Meeting  of  1896.  ^ 

Georob  W.  Melyille Washington,  D.  C. 

Chas.  H.  Mannino Manchester,  N.  H. 

Francis  W.  Dean Boston,  Mass. 

Terms  expire  at  Annual  Meeting  of  1897. 

MANAOERS. 

John  B.  Hbrrsshoff Bristol,  R.  I. 

L.  B.  Miller Elizabeth,  N.  J. 

W.  S.  Russel Detroit,  Mich. 

Terms  expire  at  Annual  Meeting  of  1896. 

John  C.  Kafbr New  York  City. 

Chas.  A  Bauer Springfield^  0. 

Arthur  C.  Walworth Boston,  Ma.s». 

Terms  expire  at  Annual  Meeting  of  1897. 

Norman  C.  Stiles Middletown.  Conn. 

E.  D.  Meier St.  I^uis  Mo. 

Geo.  W.  Dickie San  Francisco.  Cal. 

Terms  expire  at  Annual  Meeting  of  1898. 

TREASURER, 
Wm.  H.  Wilbt No.  53  East  10th  St.,  New  York  City. 

SECRETARY, 
Prof.  P.  R.  Hdttoh No.  12  West  Slst  St.,  New  York  City. 
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HONORARY  COUNCILLORS. 

Past  Presidents  of  the  Society. 


R.  H.  Thurston 1880—1883 Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

E.  D.  Lbavitt 1882—1888 Cambridgeport,  Mass. 

John  E.  Swbbt 1888—1884 Syracuse.  N.  Y. 

J»  F.  HOLLOWAY 1884—1885 New  York  City. 

Coleman  Sellers 1885—1886 Philadelphia,  Pa, 

Horace  See 1887—1888 New  York  City. 

Henrt  R.  Townb 1888—1889 Stamford,  Conn. 

Oberlin  Smith 1889—1890 Bridgeton,  N.  J. 

Robert  W.  Hunt 1890—1891 Chicago,  HI. 

Charles  H.  Lorino 1891—1892 Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Charles  E.  Billings 1895 Hartford,  Conn. 

[NoTS.^The  fonner  Presidents  of  the  Society  are  members  of  the  Coancil  for  life  or  daring 
their  retention  of  active  membership  in  the  Society.] 
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PAST    OFFICERS. 

(Executive.) 

B.  H.  Thxjbston President April  7tli,  1880— Nov.  8d,  1882. 

E.  D.  Leavitt,  Jb "        Nov.  3d,  1882— Nov.  8d,  1888. 

John  E.  Sweet "        Nov.  8d,  1883— Nov.  7tli,  1884. 

J.  F.  UOLLOWAY *•        Nov.  7th,  1884— Nov.  13ili,  1885. 

Ck>iJSMAN  Sellers '*        Nov.  13th,  1885— Dec.  2d,  1886. 

Geo.  H.  Babcock  * **        Dec.  2d,  1886— Dec.  Ist,  1887. 

HoBACE  Sbe '*        Dec.  Ist,  1887— Oct.  18th,  1888. 

Hekby  R.  Towhb.  .....       '*        Oct.  18th,  1888— Nov.  22d,  1889. 

Oberlin  Smith '*        ..... .Nov.  22d,  1889— Nov.  14th,  1890. 

ROBT.  W.  Hunt "        Nov.  14th,  1890— Nov.  20th,  1891. 

Chas.  H.  Lobinq "        Nov.  19th,  1891— Nov.  29tb,  1892. 

Ecklet  B.  Coxb  t •'        Nov.  29th,  1892— Dec.  4tb,  1894. 

E.  F.  C.  DavisJ "  Dec.  4th,  1894— Aug.  6tb,  1895. 

Chas.  E.  Billings  § "  Sept.  4ih,  1895— Dec.  6th,  1895. 

Ltcurgus  B.  Moobb Treasurer April  7th,  1880— Dec.  2d,  1881. 

**     AeUng-See*y. . .  April  7tb,  1880— Nov.  4th,  1880. 

Thos. Whiteside  Rab,|  Secretary Nov.  4th,  1880— March  Ist,  1888. 

Chas.  W.  CopelandX  .  Treasurer Dec.  2d,  1881— Nov.  7th.  1884. 


MEMBERS  OF  PREVIOUS  COUNCILS. 
VIGE-PREaiDENTS, 
Hbnbt  R.  Wobthington,**  Coleman  Sellebs,  Eoklet  B.  CoxE,f  Q.  A. 
GiLLKOBB,  Wm.  H.  Shook,  Alex.  L.  HoLLBY,ft  P.  A.  Pbatt,  W.  P.  Tbow- 
BRiDOE,|t  E.  D.  Leavitt,  Jr.,  Chas.  E.  Embrt,  John  Fritz,  Henbt  Morton, 
Wm.  MsTCALr,  S.  B.  Whiting,  A.  B.  Couch,  W.  R.  Eckhabt,  J.  V.  Mebbice, 
Chablss  W.  Copkland,1[  Olin  Landreth,  Hbnrt  R.  Towne,  C.  H.  Loring. 
Horace  See,  Allan  Stibling,  Job.  Morgan,  Jr.,  C.  T.  Porter,  Horace  S. 
Smith,  W.  S.  G.  Bakbr,  H.  Q.  Morris,  C.  J.  H.  Woodbuby,  Thos.  J.  Bobden, 
Wm.  Kent,  Chas.  B.  Richards,  Joel  Sharp.  Geo.  W.  Weeks,  Db  Volson 
Wood,  S.  W.  Baldwin,  John  P.  Pankhurst,  Alexander  Gordon,  Geo.  I. 
Aldbn,  E.  F.  C.  Davis.  Irving  M.  Scott.  C.  IV.  Hunt,  Thos.  R.  Pickering, 
Edwin  Reynolds,  C.  E.  Billings,  Pbrcival  Roberts,  Jr.,  and  H.  J.  Small. 

MANAGERS. 
W.  P.  Trowbridge,  XX  T.  N.  Ely,  J.  C.  Hoadlby,  §§  Washington  Jones, 
Wm.  B.  Cogswell,  P.  A.  Pratt,  Chas.  B.  Richards.  S.  B.  Whiting,  J.  F.  Hol- 
lo way,  Geo.  W.  Fishbr,  Allan  Stirling,  Geo.  H.  Babcock,  S.  W.  Robinson, 
Jno.  E.  Sweet,  R.  W.  Hunt.  Chas.  T.  Porter,  C.  J.  H.  Woodbury,  W.  F. 
Durfee,  Oberlin  Smith,  C.  C.  Worthington,  Wm.  Lee  Church,  Wm. 
Hewitt,  C.  H.  Morgan,  H.  A.  Hill,  Wm.  Kent,  S.  T.  Wellman,  F.  G. 
CoGGiN,  J.  T.  Hawkins,  T.  R.  Morgan,  Sr.,  S.  W.  Baldwin,  Fred'k  Grin 
NEix,  MoBRis  Sellers,  Frank  H.  Ball,  Geo.  M.  Bond,  Wm.  Fobsyth,  Jas. 
E.  Denton,  Carlbton  W.  Nason,  H.  H.  Westinghouse,  Andrew  Fletcher, 
Worcester  R.  Wabnbr,  Coleman  Sellers.  Jr.,  Jas.  M.  Dodge,  Robt.  Fob- 
8YTH.  Jesse  M.  Smith,  Chas.  H.  Manning,  C.  W.  Pusey,  and  John  Thomson. 

•  Died,  Dec.  16, 1893.  +  Died,  May  18, 1895.  %  Died,  Aug.  6, 1895. 

%  Unexpired  term  of  Mr.  Davis.     |  Died,  May  27, 1898.  ^  Died,  Feb.  7,  1895. 

••  Died,  Dec.  17, 1880.  tt  Died,  Jan.  29, 1882.  %%  Died,  Aug.  12, 1H92. 

U  Died.  Oct.  21. 1886. 
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NOTE. 

The  considerable  bulk  of  the  annual  volume  of  TransaeHons  has  induced  the 
Publication  Committee  to  direct  that  the  full  list  of  members  of  the  Society 
should  be  omitted  from  the  preliminarj  matter  therein.  The  list  which  would 
have  been  published  here  is  that  which  was  corrected  up  to  July,  1896,  and  was 
issued  as  a  second  edition  of  the  Seventeenth  Catalogue.  The  following  sum- 
mary records  the  number  of  members  in  each  grade  : 

Honorary  Members 16 

Members 1.387 

Associate  Members 101 

Junior  Members 294 

Total  Membership 1,748 

Life  Members  * 64 

•  These  Life  Members  are  Included  la  the  total  membership  aboTe,  in  the  class  to  which 
they  belong. 
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RULES  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SOCIETY  OF 
MECHANICAL   ENGINEERS. 


Abt.  1.  The  objects  of  the  Amebioan  Sooibty  of  Mbchanical 
Engineebs  are  to  promote  the  Arts  and  Sciences  connected  with 
Engineering  and  Mechanical  Construction,  by  means  of  meetings 
for  social  intercourse  and  the  reading  and  discussion  of  profes- 
sional papers,  and  to  circulate,  by  means  of  publication  among 
its  members,  the  information  thus  obtained. 

Abt.  2.  All  persons  connected  with  engineering  may  be  eli- 
gible for  admission  into  the  Society. 

Abt.  3.  The  Society  shall  consist  of  Honorary  Members, 
Members,  Associates,  and  Juniors. 

Abt.  4  Honorary  Members,  not  exceeding  twenty-five  in 
number,  may  be  elected.  They  must  be  persons  of  acknowl- 
edged professional  eminence. 

Abt.  5.  To  be  eligible  as  a  Member,  the  candidate  must  be 
not  less  than  thirty  years  of  age,  and  must  have  been  so 
connected  with  engineering  as  to  be  competent  as  a  designer 
or  as  a  constructor,  or  to  take  responsible  charge  of  work  in 
his  department,  or  he  must  have  served  as  a  teacher  of  engineer- 
ing for  more  than  five  years. 

Note. — The  Rules  of  the  Society,  adopted  in  1880.  were  in  force  until  1884, 
when  they  received  a  general  revision  by  a  careful  committee,  whose  report,  dis- 
tributed by  letter  ballot,  was  adopted  November  5,  1884.  In  December,  1894, 
a  similar  extensive  revision  was  made  under  direction  of  the  Council,  and  the 
present  rales  are  those  of  1894.  They  include  the  amendments  made  in  1889| 
1891,  and  1898,  which  were  the  only  changes  since  the  revisiou  of  1884. 
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Vlll  RULES   OF  THE 

Abt.  6.  To  be  eligible  as  an  Associate,  the  candidate  must 
be  not  less  than  twenty-six  years  of  age,  and  must  have  the  other 
qualifications  of  a  member ;  or  he  shall  have  been  so  connected 
with  engineering  as  to  be  competent  to  take  charge  of  work, 
and  to  cooperate  with  engineers. 

Art.  7.  To  be  eligible  as  a  Junior,  the  candidate  must  have 
had  such  engineering  experience  as  will  enable  him  to  fill 
a  responsible  position,  or  he  must  be  a  graduate  of  an  engineer- 
ing school. 

Art.  8.  All  Honorary  Members,  Members,  and  Associates 
shall  be  equally  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  membership.  Jun- 
iors shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote,  nor  to  be  officers  of  the 
Society. 

Art.  9.  Nominees  for  Honorary  Membership  must  be  pro- 
posed by  at  least  five  Members  who  are  not  officers  of  the 
Society.  Beferences  shall  not  be  required  of  a  nominee  for 
Honorary  Membership,  but  the  grounds  upon  which  the  appli- 
cation is  made  must  be  fully  set  forth  in  writing  and  signed  by 
the  proposers. 

Art.  10.  A  candidate  for  admission  to  the  Society,  as  a 
Member  or  as  an  Associate,  must  make  an  application  on  a  form 
to  be  prepared  by  the  Council,  which  shall  contain  a  written 
statement  giving  a  complete  account  of  his  engineering  ex- 
perience and  an  agreement  that  he  will,  if  elected,  conform 
to  the  laws,  rules,  and  requirements  of  the  Society.  He  must 
refer  to  at  least  five  Members  or  Associates  personally  known 
to  him.  A  candidate  for  admission  to  the  Society  as  a  Junior 
must  make  an  application  on  the  same  form  and  refer  to  not 
less  than  three  Members  or  Associates  personally  known  to 
him. 

Art.  11.  The  referees  for  each  candidate  for  admission  to 
the  Society  shall  be  requested  to  make  a  confidential  communi- 
cation on  a  form  to  be  prepared  by  the  Council,  setting  forth  in 
detail  such  information,  personally  known  by  the  referee,  as 
shall  enable  the  Council  to  arrive  at  a  proper  estimate  of  the 
eligibility  of  the  candidate  for  admission  to  the  Society.  Such 
confidential  communications  shall  be  destroyed  by  the  Secretary 
as  soon  as  the  vote  has  been  officially  declared. 

Art.  12.  All  applications  for  membership  must  be  presented 
to  the  Council,  and  this  body  shall  consider  each  application, 
assigning  to  each,  with  the  applicant's   consent,  the  grade  in 
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AMEBXCAN  SOOIETr  OF  MECHANICAL  ENGINEERa  IX 

the  Society  to  which,  in  its  opinion,  his  qualifications  entitle 
him.  The  names  of  those  candidates  recommended  for  election 
by  the  Society  shall  be  immediately  printed  on  a  ballot,  and  the 
ballot  mailed  at  once  by  the  Secretary  to  each  voting  member 
of  the  Society.  Persons  desiring  to  change  their  grade  of 
membership  from  junior  to  associate  or  from  associate  to 
member  shall  make  an  application  in  the  same  manner  and  on 
the  same  form  as  that  required  for  a  new  applicant. 

Abt.  13.  A  member  entitled  to  vote  may  leave  the  name  of 
any  candidate  on  the  ballot  untouched  to  vote  in  favor  of  the 
admission  of  the  candidate  to  the  Society,  or  he  may  erase  the 
name  to  vote  against  it.  He  shall  enclose  the  ballot  so 
approved  by  him  in  a  sealed  blank  envelope,  and  enclose  this 
envelope  in  a  second  envelope,  on  which  he  shall  write  his 
name,  and  mail  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society.  A  bal- 
lot without  such  endorsement  shall  be  rejected  as  defective. 
The  rejection  of  a  candidate  by  seven  voters  shall  defeat  his 
election. 

Abt.  14  The  aforesaid  envelopes  containing  the  ballots  shall 
be  opened  by  the  Council,  at  any  meeting  thereof,  and  the  names 
of  those  elected  shall  be  announced  in  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Society.  The  names  of  applicants  not  elected  shall  not  be  an- 
nounced, nor  recorded  in  the  proceedings. 

Abt.  15.  Endorsers  of  any  applicant  not  elected  may,  within 
three  months  after  such  failure  to  be  elected,  lay  before  the 
Council  written  evidence  that  an  error  was  then  made.  The 
Council  may  then,  by  a  three-fourths  vote,  order  another  similar 
ballot  by  the  Society,  in  which  case  thirteen  negative  votes  shall 
be  required  to  defeat  the  candidate. 

Abt.  16.  Honorary  members  shall  be  elected  by  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  Council,  through  a  letter  ballot,  not  less  than 
sixty  days  subsequent  to  the  proposal,  a  notice  of  which  pro- 
posed election  shall  have  been  mailed  at  once  by  the  Secretary 
to  each  member  of  the  Council. 

Abt.  17.  Each  person  elected,  excepting  honorary  members, 
must  subscribe  to  the  Bules  of  the  Society,  and  pay  the  initia- 
tion fee  before  he  can  receive  a  certificate  entitling  him  to  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  Society,  and  to  wear  the  emblem 
appropriate  to  his  grade.  If  this  payment  is  not  made  within 
six  months  of  the  election,  the  same  shall  be  void,  unless  the 
time  is  extended  by  the  Council.     The  emblems  of  each  grade 
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X  RULES  OF  TUB 

of  membership  shall  be  worn  by  those  only  who  belong  to  that 
grade. 

Abt.  18.  The  initiation  fee  of  a  member  or  an  associate  shall 
be  twenty-fiye  dollars,  and  the  annual  dues  shall  be  fifteen  dol- 
lars, payable  in  advance.  The  initiation  fee  of  a  junior  shall  be 
fifteen  dollars,  and  his  annual  dues  ten  dollars,  payable  in  ad- 
vance. A  junior  being  promoted  to  any  other  grade  of  member- 
ship shall  pay  an  additional  initiation  fee  of  ten  dollars.  Any 
member  or  associate  may  become  a  Life  Member  in  the  same 
grade,  by  the  payment  of  two  hundred  dollars  at  one  time,  and 
shall  not  be  liable  thereafter  to  annual  dues. 

The  Council  shall  have  the  power,  for  special  reasons,  by 
unanimous  vote,  through  a  letter  ballot,  to  admit  to  life  member- 
ship, without  the  payment  of  the  sum  above  named,  such  person 
as  for  a  long  term  of  years  has  been  a  member  or  an  associate, 
when  such  a  procedure  would  in  its  judgment  be  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  Society ;  provided  that  notice  of  such  action  shall 
have  been  given  at  a  previous  meeting  of  the  Council 

Art.  19  Any  member  of  the  Society  in  arrears  may,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Council,  be  deprived  of  the  publications  of  the 
Society,  or,  when  in  arrears  for  one  year,  he  may  be  stricken 
from  the  list  of  members.  Such  person  may  be  restored  to  the 
privileges  of  membership  by  the  Council  on  payment  of  all 
arrears. 

Art.  20.  The  affairs  of  the  Society  shall  be  managed  by  a 
Council,  consisting  of  a  President,  six  Vice-Presidents,  nine 
Managers,  and  a  Treasurer,  who  shall  also  be  the  Trustees  of 
the  Society. 

All  past  (ex)  Presidents  of  the  Society,  while  they  retain 
their  membership  therein,  shall  be  known  as  Honorary  Coun- 
cillors, and  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  notices  of  all  meetings  of 
the  Council  and  may  take  part  in  any  of  its  deliberations  ;  they 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  upon  all  questions  except  such  as  affect 
the  legal  rights  or  obligations  of  the  Society  or  its  members. 

Art.  21.  The  members  of  the  Council  shall  be  elected  from 
among  the  members  and  associates  of  the  Society  at  the  annual 
meetings,  and  shall  hold  office  as  follows : 

The  President  and  the  Treasurer  for  one  year ;  and  no  person 
shall  be  eligible  for  immediate  re-election  as  President  who  shall 
have  held  that  office  for  two  consecutive  years ;  the  Vice-Presi- 
dents for  two  years,  and  the  Managers  for  three  years ;  and  no 
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Vice-President  or  Manager  shall  be  eligible  for  immediate  re- 
election to  the  same  office  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which 
he  was  elected. 

Art.  22.  A  Secretary,  who  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Society, 
shall  be  appointed  for  one  year  by  a  majority  of  the  members  of 
the  Council  at  its  first  meeting  after  the  annual  election,  or  as 
soon  thereafter  as  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  can  be  secured  for  a  candidate.  The  Secretary  may  be 
removed  by  a  vote  of  twelve  members  of  the  Council,  at  any 
time  after  one  month's  notice  has  been  given  him  by  a  majority 
of  its  members  to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be  removed, 
and  he  has  been  heard  to  that  effect.  The  Secretary  may  take 
part  in  any  of  the  deliberations  of  the  Council,  but  shall  not 
have  a  vote  therein.  His  salary  shadl  be  fixed  for  the  time  he 
is  appointed  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  Council. 

Art.  23.  At  each  annual  meeting,  a  President,  three  Yice- 
Presidents,  three  Managers  and  a  Treasurer  shall  be  elected, 
and  the  term  of  office  of  each  shall  continue  until  the  end  of  the 
meeting  at  which  their  successors  are  elected. 

Art.  24.  The  duties  of  all  officers  shall  be  such  as  usually 
pertain  to  their  offices  or  may  be  delegated  to  them  by  the 
Council  or  by  the  Society.  The  Council  may,  in  its  discretion, 
require  bonds  to  be  given  by  the  Treasurer. 

Art.  25.  The  Council  may,  by  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  its 
members,  declare  the  place  of  any  officer  vacant,  on  his  failure 
for  one  year,  from  inability  or  otherwise,  to  attend  the  Council 
meetings,  or  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office.  All  such  va- 
cancies and  those  occurring  by  death  or  resignation  shall  be 
filled  by  the  appointment  of  the  Council,  and  any  person  so  ap- 
pointed shall  hold  office  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  for  which 
his  predecessor  was  elected  or  appointed ;  provided  that  the 
said  appointment  shall  not  render  him  ineligible  at  the  next 
annual  meeting. 

Art.  26.  Five  members  of  the  Council  shall  constitute  a 
quorum.  Members  of  the  Council  absent  from  a  meeting  may 
vote  by  letter  upon  subjects  stated  in  the  call  for  the  meeting, 
said  vote  to  be  deposited  with  the  Secretary. 

Art.  27.  The  President  on  assuming  office  shall  appoint  a 
Finance  Committee  and  a  Publication  Committee  and  a  Library 
Committee  of  five  members  each.  The  appointment  of  two 
members  of  each  Committee  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  each 
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year.  The  Secretary  shall,  ex  officio,  be  a  member  of  all  three 
committees. 

Abt.  28.  The  Finance  Committee  shall  have  power  to  order 
all  ordinary  or  current  expenditures,  and  shall  audit  all  bills 
therefor.  No  bill  shall  be  paid  except  upon  their  audii  When 
special  appropriations  are  ordered  by  the  Society,  they  shall 
not  take  effect  until  they  have  been  referred  to  the  Council  and 
Finance  Committee  in  conference. 

Abt.  29.  It  shall  be  the  )luty  of  the  Publication  Committee  to 
receive  all  papers  contributed,  and  to  decide  upon  which  papers 
or  parts  of  the  same  shall  be  presented  at  the  professional 
meetings  of  the  Society.  They  shall  see  that  all  editorial  revi- 
sions of  the  proceedings,  papers,  discussions,  and  reports  are 
made ;  and  to  decide  what  parts  of  the  same  shall  be  published 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  Society,  The  Council  may  at  its  dis- 
cretion revise  any  action  of  the  Publication  Committee. 

Abt.  30.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Library  Committee  to  take 
charge  of  the  collection  of  all  material  for  the  Library  of  the 
Society,  and  to  supervise  all  regulations  for  its  use. 

Abt.  31.  At  the  regidar  meeting  preceding  the  annual  meet- 
ing a  nominating  committee  of  five  members,  not  officers  of  the 
Society,  shall  be  appointed,  and  this  committee  shall,  at  least 
thirty  days  before  the  annual  meeting,  send  to  the  Secretary 
the  names  of  nominees  for  the  offices  falling  vacant  under  the 
rules.  In  addition  to  such  regularly  appointed  committee,  any 
other  five  members  or  associates,  not  in  arrears,  may  constitute 
an  independent  nominating  committee,  and  may  present  to  the 
Secretary,  at  least  thirty  days  before  the  annual  meeting,  all  the 
names  of  such  candidates  as  they  may  select.  All  the  names  of 
such  independent  nominees  shall  be  placed  upon  the  ballot 
list,  with  nothing  to  distinguish  them  from  the  nominees  of  the 
regular  committee,  and  the  Secretary  shall  at  once  mail  the  said 
list  of  names  to  each  member  and  associate  in  the  form  of  a 
letter  ballot,  it  being  understood  that  the  assent  of  the  nominees 
shall  have  been  secured  in  all  cases. 

Abt.  32.  In  the  election  of  Vice-Presidents,  each  member  and 
associate  may  cast  as  many  votes  as  there  are  Vice-Presidents 
to  be  elected.  He  may  give  all  these  votes  to  one  candidate,  or 
distribute  them  among  more,  as  he  chooses.  Managers  shall  be 
voted  for  in  the  same  way. 

Art.  33.  Any  member  or  associate  entitled  to  vote  may  vote 
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by  retaming  or  changing  the  names  on  said  list,  leaving  names 
not  exceeding  in  number  the.  officers  to  be  elected,  and  return- 
ing the  list  to  the  Secretary— such  ballot  inclosed  in  two 
envelopes,  the  inner  one  to  be  blank  and  the  outer  one  to  be 
indorsed  by  the  voter.  No  member  or  associate  in  arrears 
since  the  last  annual  meeting  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  until  said 
arrears  shall  have  been  paid 

Art.  34.  The  said  blank  envelopes  shall  be  opened  by  tellers 
at  the  annual  meeting,  and  the  person  who  shall  have  received 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  the  several  offices  shall  be  de- 
clared elected. 


MEETXNOa 

Art.  36.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  on 
the  first  Tuesday  in  December  of  each  year,  in  the  City  of 
New  York,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  at  which  a  report  of  pro- 
ceedings and  an  abstract  of  the  accounts  shall  be  furnished  by 
the  Oouncil.  The  Council  may  change  the  place  of  the  annual 
meeting,  and  shall,  in  that  case,  give  timely  notice  to  members 
and  associates. 

Art.  36.  Other  regular  meetings  of  the  Society  shall  be  held 
in  each  year  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Council  may  appoint. 
At  least  thirty  days'  notice  of  all  meetings  shall  be  mailed  by 
the  Secretary  to  members,  honorary  members,  associates  and 
juniors. 

Art.  37.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  whenever  the  Coun- 
cil may  see  fit ;  and  the  Secretary  shall  call  a  special  meeting 
at  the  written  request  of  twenty  or  more  members.  The  notices 
for  special  meetings  shall  state  the  business  to  be  transacted, 
and  no  other  shall  be  entertained. 

Art.  38.  Any  member,  honorary  member  or  associate  may 
introduce  a  stranger  to  any  meeting;  but  the  latter  shall  not 
take  part  in  the  proceedings  without  the  consent  of  the  meeting. 

Art.  39.  Every  question  which  shall  come  before  the  Society 
shall  be  decided,  unless  otherwise  provided  by  these  rules,  by 
the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  members  and  associates  present, 
provided  there  is  a  quorum. 

Art.  40.  At  any  regidar  meeting  of  the  Society  thirteen  or 
more  members  and  associates  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 
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Art.  41.  Unless  otherwise  ordered,  papers  shall  be  read  in 
the  order  in  which  their  text  is  received  by  the  Secretary. 
Before  any  paper  appears  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Society,  a 
copy  of  the  paper  shall  be  sent  to  the  author,  and,  so  far  as 
possible,  a  copy  of  the  reported  discussion  shall  be  sent  to 
evety  member  who  took  part  in  the  same,  with  requests  that 
attention  shall  be  called  to  any  errors  therein. 

Art.  42.  The  Society  shall  claim  no  exclusive  copyright  in 
papers  read  at  its  meetings,  nor  in  reports  of  discussions, 
except  in  the  matter  of  official  publication  with  the  Society's 
imprint,  as  its  Transactions.  The  Secretary  shall  have  sole 
possession  of  papers  between  the  time  of  their  acceptance  by 
the  Publication  Committee  and  their  reading,  together  with  the 
drawings  illustrating  the  same  ;  and  at  the  time  of  such  reading, 
or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  he  shall  cause  to  be  printed, 
with  the  authors'  consent,  copies  of  such  papers,  **  subject  to  re* 
vision,"  with  such  illustrations  as  are  needed  for  the  Transac- 
tions, for  distribution  to  the  members  and  for  the  use  of  technical 
newspapers,  American  and  foreign,  which  may  desire  to  reprint 
them  in  whole  or  in  part.  The  policy  of  the  Society  in  this 
matter  shall  be  to  give  papers  read  before  it  the  widest  circula- 
tion possible,  with  the  view  of  making  the  work  of  the  Society 
known,  encouraging  mechanical  progress,  and  extending  the 
professional  reputation  of  its  members. 

Art.  43.  The  author  of  each  paper  read  before  the  Society 
shall  be  entitled  to  twelve  copies,  if  printed,  for  his  own  use, 
and  all  members  shall  have  the  right  to  order  any  number  of 
reprints  of  papers  at  a  cost  to  cover  paper  and  printing ;  prO' 
videdy  that  said  copies  are  not  intended  for  sale. 

Art.  44  The  Society  is  not,  as  a  body,  responsible  for  the 
statements  of  fact  or  opinion  advanced  in  papers  or  discussions, 
at  its  meetings ;  and  it  is  understood  that  papers  and  discus- 
sions should  not  include  matters  relating  to  politics  or  purely 
to  trade. 

Art.  45.  These  rules  may  be  amended,  at  any  annual  meeting, 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present ;  provided,  that 
written  notice  of  the  proposed  amendment  shall  have  been 
given  at  a  previous  meeting. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF    THE 

NEW  YORK  MEETING 

(XXXIId) 

OF  THE 

AMERICAN  SOCIETY  OF  MECHANICAL  ENGINEERS, 

December  Sd  to  December  6th,  1895. 


The  opening  session  of  the  sixteenth  annual  meeting  differed 
from  any  of  its  predecessors  in  that  the  death  of  the  elected 
President  of  the  Society,  Mr.  E.  F.  C.  Davis,  while  in  office,  had 
left  a  vacancy  in  the  presidential  chair  and  had  made  it  neces- 
sary for  the  Council  to  appoint  his  successor  under  the  rules. 
It  was  felt  to  be  fitting  that  the  appointee  should  be  introduced 
to  the  meeting  by  one  of  the  past  presidents.  This  duty  fell  to 
the  lot  of  Mr.  J.  F.  HoUoway,  who  spoke  as  follows : 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our  Society  we  meet  to 
find  the  chair  of  our  President  made  vacant  by  death ;  for  the 
first  time  the  Council  has  been  called  upon  to  appoint  a  person 
to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  a  President  elected  by  the  Society. 
This  the  Council  has  done,  and  later  on  it  will  be  my  duty  as 
well  as  my  pleasure  to  introduce  to  you  the  person  whom  it  has 
appointed. 

This  is  not  the  time,  nor  the  place,  in  which  to  speak  at  length 
of  the  many  charming  qualities  possessed  by  our  late  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  E.  F.  C.  Davis ;  that  will  be  done  by  another  at  the 
proper  time.  As  the  death  of  Mr.  Davis  was  sudden,  un- 
expected, and  to  some  extent  mysterious,  and  as  many  per- 
sons present  did  not  have  the  opportunity  of  reading  the  city 
papers  which  contained  all  the  information  then  obtainable  of 
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this  sad  affair,  perhaps  a  brief  recital  of  the  facts  concerning  it, 
so  far  as  they  are  known,  will  be  of  interest 

Mr.  Davis,  whose  place  of  business  was  on  Staten  Island,  was 
wont  during  the  summer,  and  while  his  family  were  out  of  the 
city,  to  come  to  New  York  in  the  evening,  and  take  rest  and 
recreation  by  horseback  riding  in  Central  Park.  He  was  the 
owner  of  a  fine  Kentucky  riding  horse,  which  he  kept  near  the 
Park  for  this  purpose.  On  the  evening  of  August  6th,  as  was 
his  practice,  he  called  at  the  stable  for  his  horse,  and,  mounting 
him,  entered  alone  the  bridle-path  of  the  Park. 

From  his  entrance  to  the  Park  until  later  it  is  not  known 
that  he  was  seen  by  any  one  until  found  dead  by  the  road- 
side by  a  company  of  mounted  police  who  were  returning  to 
their  stations.  The  most  reasonable  theory  by  which  to  ac- 
count for  this  lamentable  accident  was  that  his  horse,  from 
some  cause  or  another,  took  a  sudden  fright,  and,  shying,  threw 
its  rider,  who,  in  falling,  struck  a  stone,  which  caused  his  death. 
While  this  is  the  most  probable  cause  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Davis 
it  is,  at  the  same  time,  a  difficult  one  to  understand,  as  he  was 
reputed  to  be  an  expert  rider. 

While  the  death  of  such  an  estimable  gentleman  as  was  Mr. 
Davis  is  ever  a  great  loss  to  the  community  at  large,  and  a 
severe  and  sadly  lamented  one  to  the  Society  over  which  he  had 
presided  with  such  marked  ability  and  dignity,  who  of  us  can 
estimate  the  feeling  of  utter  loneliness,  that  sense  of  desolation, 
which  such  a  death  must  bring  to  the  home  circle  of  which  he 
was  the  honored  and  well-beloved  head.  And  if  the  heartfelt 
sympathy  of  those  who  knew  and  admired  him  as  their  associate 
in  the  business  affairs  of  this  Society,  of  those  who  were  his 
associates  in  its  membership,  could,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
serve  to  lighten  the  load  of  sorrow  they  bear,  how  kindly  it 
would  be  tendered,  and  how  sincerely  it  is ! 

Before  introducing  the  gentleman  appointed  by  the  Council 
to  fill  the  remainder  of  the  term  for  which  Mr.  Davis  was  elected, 
I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  indicative  of  my  own  feelings  when 
first  elected  as  the  President  of  this  Society,  and  what  has  been 
the  feeling  of  all  those  who  have  followed  me  in  that  office,  and 
what  I  know  to  be  the  desire  of  the  gentleman  who  is  now  about 
to  assume  its  obligations  and  duties. 

In  a  Society  having  so  large  and  so  widely  extended  a  mem- 
bership as  has  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers, 
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it  is  impossible  for  any  incoming  President  to  know  personally 
Tery  many  of  the  members  who  may  be  in  attendance  at  any  of 
its  meetings.  This  is  a  source  of  much  embarrassment  to  the 
presiding  officer,  but  it  is  one  which  can  be  greatly  lessened  by 
those  present  if  they  are  so  disposed,  and  I  think  the  manner 
of  doing  it  needs  only  to  be  pointed  out  to  be  adopted.  The 
way  to  accomplish  this  is  for  each  member,  as  opportunity  may 
offer,  to  present  himself  to  the  President,  make  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  let  him  make  yours.  I  am  certain  that  this  will  be 
highly  appreciated  by  your  Presidents,  and  will  certainly  make 
each  one  more  at  home  and  more  at  ease. 

I  perhaps  need  not  repeat  what  I  have  so  often  said  about 
the  duty  of  each  member  to  do  what  he  can  to  make  each  meet- 
ing as  great  a  success  socially,  and  an  occasion  for  making  and 
renewing  acquaintance,  and  for  promoting  genial,  kindly  good- 
fellowship,  as  it  is  for  bringing  out  and  distributing  useful 
knowledge  in  the  various  lines  of  our  industries  and  professions. 
It  is  a  well  established  and  recognized  fact  that,  while  our  Soci- 
ety has  and  is  doing  much  to  add  tp  the  world's  stock  of  useful 
knowledge  in  matters  technical  and  scientific,  it  is  none  the  less 
renowned  for  the  harmony  and  good  feeling  attending  the  trans- 
action of  its  business  affairs,  and,  above  all,  for  a  kindly  regard, 
sympathy,  and  interest  in  the  welfare  of  each  other,  which,  after 
all,  is  the  "  one  touch  of  nature  that  makes  all  the  world  akin." 

Gentlemen,  I  take  pleasure  in  introducing  as  your  President 
Mr.  Charles  E.  Billings,  of  Hartford,  Conn. 

At  the  close  of  Mr.  HoUoway's  introduction,  Mr.  C.  E.  Billings 
took  the  chair  as  President,  and  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
memorial  minute  prepared  by  the  Council  upon  the  death  of 
President  Davis.     This  was  read  by  the  Secretary,  as  follows : 

IN   MEMOGIAM. 

The  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers  desires  to  place 
upon  the  records  of  the  Society  and  of  its  Council  a  minute  ex- 
pressive of  the  respect  and  regard  which  its  members  feel  and 
seek  to  make  public  upon  the  sudden  and  untimely  death,  from 
an  accident,  of  their  colleague,  Mr.  E.  F.  C.  Davis,  President  of 
the  Society. 

The  formal  mould  of  memorial  resolutions  in  which  a  corporate 
body  ordinarily  records  its  action  seems  inadequate  for  a  proper 
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voicing  of  the  spirit  which  pervades  the  Society  in  the  presence- 
of  the  death  of  one  whom  its  members  had  known  so  well  and 
whom  they  had  learned  to  admire  and  love.  His  wise  and  mature 
judgment,  his  business  and  professional  knowledge,  his  conserva- 
tive yet  energetic  counsel,  and  his  courteous  consideration  for 
others,  had  made  him  one  from  whose  administration  of  the 
Society's  affairs  the  highest  hopes  had  been  entertained 

Although  with  such  grief  the  sta*anger  intermeddleth  not,  yet  the 
Society  would  presume  to  express  its  heartfelt  sympathy  with 
those  nearest  and  dearest  to  Mr.  Davis,  upon  whom  this  blow  has 
fallen  so  crushingly. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  this  minute  be  f  urnislied  to  tlie  engioeering  jour- 
nals, with  a  request  that  they  give  a  publicity  to  it  in  such  a  way  that  it  may* 
serve  to  convey  to  the  profesdou  something  of  the  sorrow  and  regret  with  wliich 
the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers  has  heard  of  their  loss  in  the* 
death  of  their  President. 

This  minute,  moved  as  the  sense  of  the  Society,  was  unani- 
mously adopted. 

The  President  then  addressed  the  Convention  in  the  foUowing^ 
words  of  salutation : 

Gentlemen: — ^I  extend  to  you  a  cordial  and  hearty  welcome 
to  the  sixteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Society  of 
Mechanical  Engineers. 

The  silent  messenger  of  death  has  removed  from  us  my  prede- 
cessor, our  friend  and  brother  member,  Mr.  E.  F.  0.  Davis,  on 
whom  this  Society,  at  its  last  annual  meeting,  conferred  the 
highest  honor  in  its  power  to  bestow,  by  electing  him  its  Presi- 
dent. Little  did  we  anticipate  then  but  what  we  should  meet 
again  at  this  time  and  listen  to  his  words  of  wisdom  and  coun- 
sel ;  but  the  Almighty  and  Supreme  Architect  of  the  universe 
has  willed  otherwise. 

Through  our  representatives,  the  Council,  I  was  chosen  to 
fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  our  lamented  friend.  It 
was  with  extreme  reluctance  that  I  accepted  the  office,  for  I 
know  full  well  that  there  are  many  among  us  better  qualified 
for  the  position  than  myself ;  but  duty  is  one  great  law  we  all 
recognize,  inflexible  as  fate,  exacting  as  destiny.  Therefore, 
asking  for  your  kind  indulgence,  I  will  endeavor  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  office  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  to  which  I 
was  elected. 

Looking  back  over  the  time  which  has  passed,  it  hardly  seems 
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that  it  will  be  sixteen  years  next  January  since  a  few  gentlemen 
met  in  the  office  of  the  American  Machinist  Publishing  Com- 
pany at  96  Fulton  Street,  New  York,  and  talked  over  the  subject 
of  forming  such  a  society. 

February  16,  1880,  upon  invitation  of  Prof.  John  E.  Sweet, 
Prot  Bobert  H.  Thurston,  and  Mr.  Alexander  L.  Holley,  about 
thirty  gentlemen  held  a  meeting  and  discussed  the  matter  and 
laid  plans  for  the  formation  of  the  Society.  Complete  organi- 
zation was  accomplished  at  the  Stevens  Institute,  Hoboken, 
N.  J.,  April  7,  1880.  The  first  annual  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Turf  Club  Theatre,  New  York,  November  4,  1880.  The  attend- 
ance was  nearly  one  hundred. 

The  seeds  which  the  founders  of  this  Society  planted  have 
taken  deep  root,  and  from  the  small  beginning  it  has  continued  to 
increase  in  number  and  in  its  sphere  of  usefulness,  until  to-day  its 
total  membership,  including  members  associate,  life,  and  honor- 
ary, is  nearly  seventeen  hundred,  embracing  in  its  ranks  many  of 
the  brightest  men,  technically  and  practically,  of  the  present  time. 
Its  pathway  lias  ever  been  onward  and  upward.  No  record  has 
ever  been  laid  at  its  door,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  which 
would  be  unbecoming  to  true  and  honorable  gentlemen. 

Many  of  the  papers  read,  discussed,  and  published  on  mechani- 
cal subjects  have  been  of  great  benefit,  not  only  to  our  members, 
but  to  those  that  are  not  members,  who  have  been  fortunate 
enough  to  have  had  the  opportunity  to  read  them. 

Our  Society  has  done  a  great  and  good  work  in  the  past. 
The  field  grows  broader  and  the  opportunities  greater  for  still 
more  advanced  work  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Billings  then  read  his  address  from  the  chair,  bearing 
title  of  "  Modem  Improvements  in  the  Drop-press."  Messrs. 
HoUoway,  Fritz,  Dean,  Kent,  and  Hutton  took  part  in  the  dis- 
cussion which  followed. 

Topical  discussions  were  then  taken  up,  and  the  following 
questions  were  answered : 

For  filtering  oil  having  very  finely  divided  metallic  particles 
in  suspension,  what  have  you  found  to  be  the  best  filtering 
material,  either  for  one  operation  or  in  a  series  ? 

What  information  can  you  give  as  to  the  best  method  for  the 
extraction  of  pil  from  condensed  steam,  where  it  is  desirable  to 
use  the  exhaust  steam  repeatedly  for  boiler-feed  purposes? 

Messrs.    Kafer,  Bang,    Boelker,    Langlotz,   Kent,    Darling, 
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Bonner,  Grimm,  Woolson,  McBride,  Eritz,  andWinship  took 
part  in  the  debate. 

This  first  eyening  was  intended  rather  as  a  preliminary 
opportunity  for  the  assembling  members  to  meet  t(^ther  to 
renew  old  friendships  and  begin  new  acquaintance.  The  rooms 
of  the  Society  were  open  from  an  early  hour,  apd,  with  smoking 
and  light;  refreshment,  the  evening  passed  pleasantly.  Just 
prior  to  adjournment  the  President  appointed  Messrs.  W.  T. 
Bonner  and  George  W.  Scott  as  tellers  to  coxmt  the  ballots 
for  officers,  and  to  report  at  the  morning  session. 


Second  Day.    Wednesday,  Decembeb  4th. 

The  regular  sessions  of  the  annual  meeting  began  with  the 
session  of  this  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  in  the  auditorium.  The 
registration  of  members,  even  at  this  early  session,  showed  that 
the  meeting  was  to  be  an  unusually  large  one,  and  the  record 
before  the  end  of  the  meeting  showed  that  the  size  and  numeri- 
cal success  of  the  meeting  were  to  be  noteworthy.  The  plan 
was  adopted  of  numbering  the  lines  on  the  official  register,  and 
providing  that  the  usual  button  badge  worn  at  the  Society's 
convention  should  bear  a  number  corresponding  to  the  number 
on  the  register.  It  will  be  seen  that  by  this  expedient  every 
one  could  immediately  ascertain  the  name  of  every  one  else 
without  the  embarrassment  of  a  direct  question  to  this  end,  and 
the  practical  result  showed  that  the  meeting  was  one  of  the 
most  successful  on  the  social  side  that  had  ever  been  held. 
The  register  showed  the  following  persons  in  attendance  from 
the  list  of  members.  The  total  registered,  including  guests, 
was  four  hundred  and  nineteen. 


Alden,  Geo.  I. 
AUer,  A. 
Almond,  T.  R. 
Almy,  D. 
Ashley,  P.  M. 
Baldwin,  A.  T. 
Baldwin,  S.  W. 
Ball,  F.  H. 
Bang,  H.  A. 
Bardwell.  A.  F. 
Barnes,  A.  T. 
Barr,  H.  P. 
Barr,  J.  H. 


Bauer,  C.  A. 
Beardslej,  A. 
Billings,   C.   E.   (Presi. 

dent). 
Birkenbine,  Jno. 
Bixby,  W.  H. 
Boenjg.  R.  W. 
Bole,  W.  A. 
Bond,  Geo.  M. 
Bonner.  W.  T. 
Bowden,  J.  H. 
Boyer,  F.  H. 
Bradley,  W.  H. 


Bristol,  W.  H. 
Brooks,  M. 
Brotherhood,  F. 
Bulkley,  H.  W. 
Bullock,  M.  C. 
Burchard,  A.  W. 
Buzby,  C.  E. 
Cadwell.  W.  D. 
Gaboon,  J.  B. 
Caldwell,  A.  J. 
Canffeld,  H. 
Carpenter,  H.  A. 
Carpenter,  R.  C. 
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Cary,  A.  A. 
Chase,  H.  S. 
Cheney,  W.  L. 
Childs,  A.  £. 
Christie,  W.  W. 
Clark,  W.  L. 
Clarke,  S.  J. 
Coffin,  W.  C. 
Cogswell,  W.  B. 
CoUin,  F.  H. 
ColweU.  A.  W. 
Connell,  J.  A. 
Conover,  E.  K. 
Corbett,  C.  H. 
Cottier,  Jos. 
Crane,  W.  B. 
Creelman,  F.  J. 
Cremer,  J.  M. 
Cmikshank,  B. 
Croikshank,  D.  L. 
Cnllingworth,  Geo.  R. 
CurUs,  R.  E. 
Darling,  B.  A. 
Darrin,  D.  H. 
Davis,  I.  H. 
Dean,  F.  W, 
Deane,  C.  P. 
Deck.  fl.  a 
Dent,  E.  L. 
Denton,  J.  E. 
Dick,  Jno. 
Dinkel,  Geo. 
Da  Bosque,  F.  L. 
Dnrfee,  W.  F. 
Eberhardt.  F.  L. 
Emery,  A.  H. 
Emery,  C.  E. 
Estrada,  E.  D. 
Faber,  Da  Faur  A. 
Fairbanks,  R.  N. 
Farrand,  D. 
Fladd,  F.  C. 
Flagg,  a  G. 
Flather,  F.  A. 
Forbes.  W.  D. 
Forney,  M.  N. 
Forsyth,  R. 
Foster,  E.  H. 
Frands,  H.  C. 
Frevert,  H.  F. 


Friih,  A.  J. 
Fritz,  John. 
Gale,  H.  B. 
Gantt,  H.  B. 
Garfield,  L.  M. 
Geoghegan.  a  J. 
Glenn,  H.  F. 
Gnade,  E.  R. 
Gobeille,  J.  L. 
Goetze,  F.  A. 
Goodale,  A.  M. 
Goodell,  J.  M. 
Gordon,  Alex. 
Goubert,  A.  A. 
Gould.  W.  V. 
Granger,  A.  8. 
Graves,  E. 
Green.  D.  J. 
Green,  S.  M. 
Greene,  A.  M. 
Greenleaf,  G.  E. 
Griffin.  C.  L. 
Grimm,  P.  H. 
Guilford,  W.  M. 
Hague,  C.  A. 
Hale,  R.  S. 
Hall,  F.  A. 
Halsey,  F.  A. 
Hamilton.  J.  F, 
Hammett,  H.  G. 
Hardy.  G.  F. 
Hardy,  G.  R. 
HartnesB,  Jas. 
Haskins,  H.  S. 
Hayward,  F.  H. 
Hemenway.  F.  F. 
Henderson,  Alex. 
Heuning.  G.  C. 
Herreshoflf,  J.  B.  F. 
Higgins.  C.  P. 
HUl,  Wm. 
Hill,  W.  E. 
Hillmann.  G. 
Hirt,  L.  J. 
Hoffecker,  W.  L. 
HoHerith,  H. 
Holloway,  J.  F. 
Holly.  E.  P. 
Hopton.  W.  E. 
Horton,  J.  A. 


Hough.  D.  L. 
Howell,  E.  I.  H. 
Hunt,  C.  W. 
Hunt,  W:  F. 
Huson,  W.  8. 
Hutton,  F.  R. 
Idell,  F.  B. 
Illingworth,  J.  J. 
Jacobus,  D.  8. 
Jenkins,  M.  C. 
Jenks,  L.  H. 
Jenks,  W.  H. 
Johnson,  A.  E. 
Jones.  H.  C. 
Jones,  Washington. 
Eafer,  J.  C. 
Eatt6.  E.  B. 
Keep.  W.  J. 
Kelly.  J.  R.  F. 
Kent,  Wm. 
King,  C.  C. 
Kin^bury. 
Kirchhoff,  C. 
Kirk,  R.  H. 
Knight,  A.  F. 
Kretschmer,  F.  G. 
Laforge,  F.  H. 
Lager.  C. 
Lambert,  A. 
LanglotK.  C. 
Langlotz,  R. 
Larkin.  A.  C. 
LeVan.  W.  B. 
Lleb.  J.  W. 
Longnecker.  C.  K. 
Loring.  C.  H. 
Low.  F.  R. 
Lyall.  W.  L. 
McBride.  Jas. 
McClelland,  E.  8. 
McElroy,  8. 
McKee,  J.  J. 
McMannis.  W. 
Magoun,  H^  A. 
Matlack.  D.  J. 
Matlack,  Jno.  R. 
Manning.  C.  H. 
Marble.  H.  M. 
Marx,  H. 
Mason,  F.  S. 
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Mason,  W.  B. 
Matton,  F.  V. 
May.  De  C. 
Meatz,  J.'F. 
Melvln.  D.  N. 
Messenger,  F.  M. 
Mesta,  Geo. 
Meyer,  H.  C. 
Meyer,  H.  C,  Jr. 
Miller,  Alex. 
Miller,  F.  J. 
Miller,  H.  B. 
Mlrkil,  T.  H.,  Jr. 
Monaghan,  W.  F. 
Montgomery,  H.  M. 
Moore,  D.  G. 
Moore,  M.  F. 
Morse,  G.  M. 
Mossberg,  F. 
Moolthrop,  L. 
MilUer,  M.  A. 
MtUler,  T.  H. 
Mumford.  E.  H. 
Nason,  C.  W. 
Newcomb,  0.  L. 
Newhall,  J.  B. 
NicoU,  C.  H. 
Norris,  H,  M. 
Norris,  J.  E. 
Odell,  W.  H. 
Otis.  S. 
Parker,  C.  H. 
Parks,  E.  H. 
Parsons,  F.  W. 
Parsons,  H.  de  B. 
Partridge,  W.  E. 
Paul,  J.  W. 
Peabody,  E.  H. 
Pearson,  W.  A.     , 
Peirce,  W.  H. 
Pennejr,  E. 
Plielps,  F.  A. 
Pliillips,  Geo.  H. 
Piatt,  F.  W. 
Piatt,  Geo.  H. 
Piatt,  Jno. 
Pomeroy,  L.  R. 
Porter,  Wm. 
Rand,  A.  C. 
Raqu6.  P.  E. 


Raynal,  A.  H. 
Redwood,  I.  I. 
Reeve,  S.  A. 
Rettew,  C.  E. 
Richards,  F.  H. 
Ricbards,  R. 
Richmond.  Geo. 
Rickson,  C.  E. 
Riddell,  Jno. 
Ridgway,  J.  T. 
Ridsdale,  T.  W. 
Roberts,  P. 
Roberts,  Wm. 
Robertson,  R.  A.,  Jr. 
Robinson,  J.  M. 
Rockwood,  G.  I. 
Roelker,  H.  B. 
Rowland,  A.  E. 
Rowland,  C.  B, 
Rowland,  T.  F..  Jr. 
Russell,  C.  W. 
Sargent,  J.  W. 
Sattler,  W.  R. 
Scheffler,  F.  A. 
Schoenborn,  W.  E. 
Scboll,  J. 
Schumann,  F. 
Schutte,  L. 
Scott,  G.  H. 
Scott,  S.  M. 
Seavey,  J.  F. 
Sergeant,  C.  H. 
Serrell,  J.  A. 
Sewall,  M.  W. 
Shell enberger,  L.  R. 
Shepherd,  W.  G. 
Slatf^r,  A.  B. 
Smith,  Geo. 
Smith,  H.  W. 
Smith,  J.  H. 
Smith,  J.  M. 
Smith,  Oberlin. 
Snell,  H.  J. 
Sounberger,  E.  C. 
Souther,  H. 
Spaulding,  H.  C. 
Spies,  A. 
Stangland,  B.  F. 
Stiles,  N.  C. 
Stillman,  F.  H. 


Strong.  Geo.  S. 
Suplee,  H.  H. 
Svenson,  Jno. 
Swasey,  A. 
Taber,  G.  H. 
Tabor,  H. 
Taylor,  J.  F. 
Taylor,  S. 
Thomas,  E.  W. 
Thomson,  Jno. 
Thurston,  R.  H. 
Torrance,  K. 
Torrey,  H.  G. 
Towl,  F.  M. 
Towne,  H.  R. 
Townsend,  D. 
Tremaine,  E.  G. 
Trowbridge,  A. 
Tucker,  W,  B. 
Uehling,  E.  A. 
Vanderhoef,  G.  N. 
Vamey,  W.  W. 
Waldpon,  F.  A. 
Wallace,  D.  A. 
Walworth.  A.  C. 
Ward,  W.  E. 
Warner,  W.  R. 
Warren,  B.  H. 
Watson,  Wm. 
Webb,  J.  B. 
Webber,  S.  W. 
Weber,  A.  G. 
Weber,  Geo. 
Webster,  N. 
Webster,  W.  R. 
Weeks,  Geo.  W, 
Weeks,  J.  D. 
Weil,  C.  L. 
Wellman,  S.  T. 
WeUs,  J.  L. 
Weston,  N.  S. 
Wheeler,  F.  M. 
Wheeler,  S. 
White,  J.  J. 
Whitehead,  G.  E» 
Whiting,  C.  W. 
Whittier,  C. 
Wiggin,  W.  H. 
Wiley,  W.  H. 
Williams,  D.  a 
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Winsbip.  J.  Q.  Woolson.  O.  C.  Wright,  L.  S. 

Wood.  De  V.  Wriglit,  J.  Q.  York,  H.  W. 

Wood.  M.  P.  Young,  W.  S. 

Total 348 

The  first  order  of  business  was  the  Annual  Eeport  of  the 
Council  to  the  Society  under  the  Bules. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  COUNCIL. 

The  Council  must  b^in  the  Annual  Report  to  the  Society,  of 
the  business  which  has  been  transacted  during  the  Society  year, 
with  the  action  taken  upon  the  removal  by  death  of  those  who 
have  been  honored  by  selection  to  the  ofBce  of  President. 

The  Society  has  already  taken  action  upon  the  death  of  Presi- 
dent E.  F.  C.  Davis,  but  it  has  also  experienced  during  the  year 
just  closed  the  loss  of  one  who  had  but  recently  retired  from  pres- 
idential offica  Mr.  Eckley  B.  Coxe  died  at  his  home,  Drifton, 
Pennsylvania,  in  May,  and  at  the  meeting  of  the  Council  first  suc- 
ceeding, the  following  minute  was  presented  and  entered  upon  its 
records.  The  Council,  in  reporting  it  to  the  meeting,  desires 
in  this  way  to  make  it  the  action  of  the  Society  as  a  whola 

The  action  was  as  follows : 

<*  The  Council  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers 
has  learned  with  profound  sorrow  of  the  death  of  Hon.  Eckley 
B.  Coxe,  former  President  of  the  Society.  He  had  so  recently 
retired  from  active  participation  in  the  business  affairs  of  the 
Society,  that  the  shock  comes  so  much  the  nearer  to  those  who 
had  been  associated  with  hiuL 

"  The  long  and  honorable  connection  of  Mr.  Coxe  with  profes- 
sional duties  of  the  highest  class,  had  given  him  a  standing  which 
shed  a  special  lustre  upon  the  office  which  he  filled  so  acceptably ; 
and  his  familiarity  with  legislative  procedure,  and  with  business 
affairs,  made  his  advice  and  leadership  most  wise  and  judi- 
cious. But,  more  than  all,  the  charming  and  affectionate  geniality 
and  frank-heartedness  of  the  personality  which  lay  behind  the 
outward  acts  were  the  things  which  will  remain  long  in  the 
memory  of  his  closer  colleagues,  and  which  give  the  poignancy  to 
their  regret  at  his  loss.  It  is  these  qualities  of  the  man  which 
must  make  his  death  the  sorer  blow  to  those  near  to  him  in 
family  and  business,  and  which  call  for  an  outward  expression  of 
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the  sympathy  which  we  feel  in  the  great  loss  they  have  under- 
gone. 

**  Re$ohed,  That  tliis  luinate  be  recorded  in  fall  upon  the  records  of  the 
Society,  and  of  the  Council." 

The  final  revision  of  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  rules 
which  carried  with  them  improvements  in  the  blanks  to  be  used 
by  candidates  for  membership  in  the  Society,  was  referred  to  the 
Council  by  the  annual  meeting  of  1894,  and  the  rules  thus  amended 
appear  in  the  sixteenth  catalogue,  issued  January  1,  1895. 

The  amended  forms  of  application  blanks,  and  particularly  the 
amended  forms  of  blanks  used  by  those  members  to  whom  candi- 
dates have  referred,  have  been  in  operation  during  the  year,  and 
with  signal  satisfaction.  Particular  advantage  seems  to  have 
resulted  from  the  change  which  made  the  Associate  grade  one  in 
which  an  increasing  number  of  persons  might  be  classified  under 
the  rules,  thus  enhancing  in  a  notable  degree  the  value  which 
attaches  itself  to  the  grade  of  Member  of  the  Society. 

To  secure  a  more  certain  and  positive  knowledge  concerning 
candidates  for  membership  in  the  various  grades,  the  Council  had 
directed  that  the  applications  of  candidates  should  be  considered 
at  frequent  intervals  by  a  committee  of  that  body  which  has  been 
designated  as  the  Committee  on  Admissions.  By  the  direction 
of  this  Committee  the  names  of  candidates  are  printed  on  a  slip, 
which  is  mailed  to  the  voting  membership  as  an  announcement 
that  persons  upon  that  list  are  seeking  membership,  and  request- 
ing them  to  conmiunicate  to  the  Council  "their  views  upon  their 
eligibility  and  fitness.  This  procedure  corresponds  to  the  posting 
of  candidates  in  the  usual  club  methods,  differing  only  in  the  fact 
that  it  is  done  by  mail  The  Committee  on  Admissions,  receiv- 
ing the  replies  of  the  voting  membership,  then  presents  the  appU- 
cation  in  final  form  to  the  Council,  who  thereupon  order  the 
preparation  of  the  official  ballot.  This  threefold  scrutiny  has 
been  found  to  work  well,  and  should  be  a  manifest  safeguard  in 
securing  a  high  standard  of  membership. 

In  addition  to  its  important  functions  with  respect  to  scrutiny 
of  applications  for  membership,  the  Council  has  been  solicited  by 
libraries,  technical  schools,  and  others,  to  supply  the  back  sets  of 
the  Society's  TransactionSy  and  to  list  the  libraries  upon  its  records 
for  the  regular  receipt  of  the  annual  volumes  as  issued.  The  calls 
for  these  early  issues  have  become  so  numerous  that  it  has  been 
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impossible  to  grant  the  request  in  every  case  for  their  presenta- 
tion as  a  gift ;  but  in  cases  where  it  seemed  fitting,  the  right  has 
been  granted  to  the  library  to  purchase  the  back  volumes  at  the 
discount  of  fifty  per  cent  which  is  permitted  to  members  of  the 
Society  desiring  this  procedure. 

Among  other  institutions  which  have  availed  themselves  of  this 
privilege  is  to  be  mentioned  the  University  of  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
in  whose  chair  of  engineering  Professor  W.  J.  M.  Banldne  sat  for 
so  many  years. 

The  Council  has  elected  to  Honorary  Membership  by  unani- 
mous letter-ballok,  under  the  rules.  Sir  William  Arrol,  builder  of 
the  Forth  Bridge  in  Scotland,  the  Tower  Bridge  in  England,  and 
many  other  distinguished  engineering  works. 

At  the  instance  of  certain  interested  members,  both  upon  the 
Society's  Committee  on  Standard  Methods  of  Testing  Materials 
and  from  the  Society  at  large,  the  Council  directed  that  an  appro- 
priation be  made  for  the  necessary  expenses  of  a  delegate  from 
the  Society  and  its  committee  to  the  International  Convention  of 
Engineers  and  Manufacturers  at  the  city  of  Zurich,  Switzerland, 
in  the  month  of  September.  Mr.  Gus.  C.  Henning,  secretary  of  the 
Society's  committee  and  its  reporter,  was  the  choice  of  the 
Council  for  this  assignment ;  and  the  advantage  to  the  repute  of 
the  Society  from  being  thus  represented  at  such  a  gathering  has 
been  neither  small  nor  unrecognized.  A  report  from  the  delegate 
will  form  part  of  the  business  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Pursuant  to  the  action  of  the  annual  meeting  of  1894,  a  com- 
mittee of  five  members  of  the  Society  was  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  the  details  of  a  series  of  reunions  of  members  of  the 
Society  and  others,  in  the  Society's  house,  during  the  winter  and 
spring 'of  1895.  This  Committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Charles 
Kirchhoff,  C.  W.  Baker,  F.  R.  Low,  B.  H.  Warren,  and  George 
L.  Fowler. 

.  As  these  meetings  were  distinctly  local  in  character  and  were 
to  be  self-supporting  so  far  as  the  report  of  the  discussions,  etc., 
were  concerned,  great  care  was  taken  that  they  should  be  regarded 
as  reunions  of  individual  members  of  the  Society  and  not  in  any 
sense  meetings  of  the  Society  as  an  organization.  The  name 
given  to  secure  this  end  was  **  Monthly  Engineering  Evenings,"  and 
the  only  relation  of.  the  organization  to  the  Society  as  a  whole 
was  the  furnishing  of  a  meeting  place  with  its  conveniences. 

The  subjects  of  the  evenings  of  1895  were,  "  The  Gas  Engine,*' 
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^'The  Eapid  Transit  Problem  in  Large  Cities,'*  "The  Electric 
Motor  in  the  Machine  Shop,"  "  The  Compound  Locomotive/* 
and  the  "  "Water  Works  Engineering  of  New  York" 

It  was  referred  to  the  Council  by  a  meeting  of  the  Society  at 
Detroit  in  June,  1895,  to  appoint  a  Committee  who  should  con- 
sider the  question  of  revising  the  Society's  Code  of  Steam  Boiler 
Trials  reported  in  1886.  That  committee  consists  of  Messrs. 
Barrus,  Coon,  Dean,  Emery,  Hunt,  Kent,  Porter,  Potter,  and 
Thurston. 

The  question  of  the  dates  at  which  the  semi-annual  conventions 
of  the  Society  are  held  has  been  under  advisement,  pursuant  to  a 
.suggestion  that  as  now  selected  the  dates  were  not  specially  well 
-chosen.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Council,  after  taking  advice, 
that  the  present  dates  seem  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the  greatest 
number ;  and  therefore  no  change  was  recommended. 

They  have  further  directed  that  at  the  sessions  devoted  to  the 
presentation  and  discussions  of  professional  papers,  executive 
and  administrative  business  shall  be  considered  out  of  order ;  but 
that  upon  the  programmes  of  the  conventions,  certain  specially 
<lesignated  times  shall  be  allotted  for  the  presentation  and  con- 
sideration of  such  matters. 

A  series  of  communications  from  Mr.  E.  L.  Corthell  has  been 
•considered  by  the  Council  in  which  the  proposer  embodies  certain 
ideas  looking  to  the  creation  of  an  Institute  of  Engineers  and 
Architects,  which  should  be  inclusive  of  the  membership  of  the 
present  national  societies  and  should  be  aimed  to  become  inter- 
national in  scope  and  character.  Alternative  to  this  idea  was  the 
^suggestion  that  by  common  action  the  existing  Societies,  should 
arrange  to  federate  themselves  for  purposes  of  common  interest 
to  applied  science  and  engineering,  with  a  view  to  the  holding  at 
convenient  intervals  of  joint  meetings  or  congresses  to  which  dele- 
gates from  other  countries  should  be  invited  to  be  present  and 
contribute.  If  the  Council  was  not  ready  for  action  of  this  com- 
prehensive character  it  was  requested  to  appoint  committees 
to  confer  with  the  sister  societies  with  a  view  to  providing  for 
such  congresses  without  either  federation  or  organic  union.  In 
view  of  the  debate  in  Volume  XI.  of  the  Transactions  of  this 
^Society,  which  showed  an  opinion  and  judgment  distinctly  antag* 
onistic  to  the  first  scheme,  and  the  obvious  practical  difficulties 
with  respect  to  expense  and  the  effects  upon  the  present  organiza- 
ftions  of  the  two  latter  schemes,  the  matter  has  been  laid  upon  the 
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table  with  an  expression  of  the  opinion  that  the  time  is  not  yet 
ripe  for  the  inauguration  of  such  plans. 

The  Council  would  report  for  record  the  death  since  the  last 
annual  meeting  of  the  following  persons : 

A.  J.  Shaw,  C.  L.  Hoyt,  Charles  W.  Copeland,  L.  Packard,  John 
R  Webster,  Thomas  R  Pickering,  E.  C.  French,  Eckley  B.  Coxe, 
A.  M.  Wellington,  James  G.  Dagron,  William  C.  Mackinney, 
George  Davidson,  E.  R  C.  Davis,  W.  C.  Jones,  E.  J.  Whitaker, 
Herman  Winter,  R.  H.  Tweddell,  and  William  A.  Pike. 

At  the  close  of  the  Eeport  of  the  Council,  the  second  order  of 
business  was  the  Beport  of  the  Finance  Committee,  which  was  as 
follows : 

The  Finance  Committee  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical 
Engineers  would  respectfully  report  to  the  Council  the  following 
statements  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  on  behalf  of  the 
Society,  under  their  direction  during  the  year,  from  November, 
1894,  to  November,  1895 : 

ANNUAL  REPORT. 
Beceipts, 


AcconnU.  Cftsh. 

iDiUation  Fees $2,540  00 

Carrent  Dues 21,471  85 

Past  Dues 1,114  45 

AdvancedDues 18108 

Sales  of  Publications 792  44 

Binding. .  .• 4  50 

Meetings 25  00 

Badges 487  65 

Engraving 99  75 

Life  Membersliip 900  00 

Contingencies 17  00 

Postage  and  Express 4  84 

Interest  on  Investments. 995  00 

Office  Expenses 6  35 

Bent 7  50 

Stationery  and  Printing 6  25 

Travelling 3  50 

Profit  and  Loss 1  52 

$28,608  68 

Cash  on  Hand  First  of  Year 60  21 

$28,668  89 


Bonds.  Total. 

$2,540  00 

21,47185 

1,114  45 

13108 

792  44 

450 

25  00 

487  65 

99  75 

$800  00  1.200  00 

17  00 

.            4  84 

995  00 

6  85 

7  50 

6  25 

3  50 

1  52 

$300  00  $28,908  68 
60  21 

$300  00  $28,968  89 
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Disbursements, 

Accounts.  Cash.  Total. 

General  Printing  and  Stationery $l,a92  58        $1,892  58 

Reprints  and  Publications 8,883  70        8.883  70 

Postage  and  Express ...  2,028  82        2,028  82 

Salaries 6,938  28        6.938  28 

Office  Expenses 31113        31113 

Engraving 1,110  86        1,110  36 

Contingencies 82  58        82  53 

Binding 1.588  70        1,583  70 

Meetings 716  65        716  65 

House  Supplies  and  Furniture 287  21         287  21 

Badges  and  Certificates 813  78        818  78 

Travelling 151  68        151  68 

Insurance  and  Safe  Deposit 17  00        17  00 

Rent,  Interest,  and  Taxes 2,775  65        2,775  65 

Investment  (bonds  received  as  above) 800  00        800  00 

Investment  (bonds  purchased) 1,650  00        1,550  00 

Library  (book  purchase) 13  12        18  12 

Work  of  Committee 276  95        276  95 

Cash  in  Hand  to  Balance 28580        28580 


$28,968  89  $28,968  89 

The  receipts  on  account  of  Life  Membership  during  this  year 
were  $1,200—1900  of  this  amount  being  cash,  and  $300  bonds  of 
the  Mechanical  Engineers'  Library  Association  which  were  re* 
ceived  as  cash  in  payment  for  such  Life  Membership. 

The  Finance  Committee  has  directed  a  reduction  of  expenses 
for  the  ensuing  year  in  the  two  largest  items  of  expenditure  in  the 
foregoing  statement,  by  so  changing  the  salary  account  as  to 
eflfect  an  economy  of  about  $600 ;  and  in  addition  have  recom- 
mended to  the  Publication  Committee  so  to  administer  their  im- 
portant  department  as  to  reduce  the  outlay  for  publications  in  so 
far  as  it  may  be  possible  to  do  so  without  impairing  the  value  of 
the  volumes. 

The  original  issue  of  the  bonds  of  the  Mechanical  Engineers* 
Library  Association  amounted  to  $32,  (XK),  and  of  this  issue  the 
Council  as  Trustees  for  the  Society  held  $19,0(K)  at  the  time  of  the 
last  report  of  the  Finance  Committee,  November  16, 1894.  During 
the  past  year  the  Council  has  acquired  $1,900  worth  of  additional 
bonds  ($1,600  by  purchase  and  $300  by  surrender  for  Life  Mem- 
bership), thus  making  the  total  of  these  bonds  held  by  the  Coun* 
cil,  November  15,  1895,  $20,900  ;  and  the  Mechanical  Engmeers* 
Library  Association  has  bought  $500  of  these  bonds  this  year  (see 
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the  report  of  the  Mechanical  Engineers'  Library  Association), 
which  leaves  outstanding  $10,600. 

The  amount  of  dues  and  accounts  still  carried  on  the  books 
of  the  Society  as  due  from  members  and  others  at  the  end 
of  this  year  is  more  than  enough  to  pay  all  bills  against  the 
Society  for  its  expenses  of  the  year  which  have  not  been  paid  at 
the  time  of  drawing  up  this  report. 

A  memorandum  was  also  presented  for  record  as  follows  : 

LIBRAEY  ASSOCIATION. 

COPY  OF  THE  ANNUAL   BEPORT  OF  THE  TBUSTEE8  OF  MECHANICAL 

engineers'  library  association,  1894r-1895. 

The  summary  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Trustees 
from  November  10,  1894>  to  November  19,  1895,  is  appended 
below: 

lUeeipts, 

Balftnce  on  hand  November,  1894 fl99  38 

Rf«eipt8  FeUowship  Fand $282  00 

Sinking  Fnnd 610  50 

Office  Rent 4,710  00 

6m  and  Electric  Light 87  04 

Room  Rent 1,807  16 

Conttngendes 113  00 

Salaries 5  00 

Total  Receipts 7.564  69 

Total  Caah $7,764  07 

DidmrMfnerUs. 

Interest  on  Mortgage $1,471  24 

Bonds 1,600  00 

Salaries 835  00 

House  Supplies  and  Farnitore 542  46 

Foel 279  15 

(Gas $184  47 

{Electriclight 576  59—    761  06 

Equipment 336  78 

Uundry 220  00 

Repairs 328  50 

Binding 115  15 

Book  Purchase 118  87 

Contingencies 18  20 

Investment     (Mechanical     Engineers'    Library    Association     Bonds 

bought) 500  00. 

Total  Disbursement $7,126  41 

Cash  in  Hand  to  balance 637  66 

$7,764  07 


Lighting!^ 
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Assets. 

Hoase  and  lot,  12  W.  8lBt  Street,  New  York  City $65,000  00 

Furaitare  and  equipment 5,000  00 

Books  and  MSS 10.100  00 

Billa  Receivable  (Office  and  Boom  Rent,  nnoollected) 849  51 

**            "         (Sabscription  to  Fellowship  Fund,  uncol- 
lected)   122  00 

(Sinking  Fund  Subscription,  uncollected)..  554  50 

Second  Mortgage  Bonds  held  bj  Trustees  as  an  investment  500  00 

Total  Assets $81,626  01 

Liabtiities. 

First  Mortgage  held  by  K.  Y.  A.  of  M $88,000  00 

Second  Mortgage  held  by  Members  of  the  A.  S.  M.  E 10,600  00 

Second  Mortgage  Bonds  held  by  the  Council  of  the  A.  S. 

M.  E.  as  an  investment 20.900  00 

Total  Liabilities $64,500  00 

Excess  of  Assets  over  Liabilities $17,126  01 

The  tellers  of  the  Council  also  presented  for  record  the  follow- 
ing report : 

BEPOBT  OF  THE  TELLERS  OF  ELECTION. 

The  undersigned  were  appointed  a  committee  of  the  Council 
to  act  as  tellers  (under  Bule  13),  to  scrutinize  and  count  the  bal- 
lots cast  for  and  against  the  candidates  proposed  for  membership 
in  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  and  seeking 
election  before  the  thirty-second  meeting,  New  York,  1895. 

They  have  met  upon  the  designated  day,  in  the  office  of  the 
Society,  and  have  proceeded  to  discharge  their  duty.  They 
would  certify,  for  formal  insertion  in  the  records  of  the  Society, 
to  the  election  of  the  persons  whose  names  appear  on  the  ap- 
pended list  to  their  respective  grades. 

There  were  455  votes  cast  of  the  blue  ballot,  of  which  15  were 
thrown  out  because  of  informalities  (the  members  voting  having 
neglected  to  indorse  the  sealed  envelope). 

Frank  H.  Ball,  \ 

John  C.  EIafer,  y  Tellers  of  Election. 
John  Thomson,    ) 

MEMBERS. 

Bell,  James  Richard.  Leland,  Henry  M.  Potter,  William  B. 

Clements,  John  B.  Lobben,  Peder.  Riddell.  John. 

Foster,  Horatio  A.  McKean,  Robert  A.  Wilkes,  Charles  Mason. 

Heisler.  Charles  Ll  Palmer.  Courtlandt  E.  Wilkinson,  Alfred. 
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'Carpenter,  A.  H. 
Coniiollj,  John  H. 
Connelley,  Clifford  B. 
Hooper,  George  K. 


ASSOCIATES. 

loglis,  James. 
Joy,  Francis  B. 
Lighthall,  John  A.,  Jr. 
Mallory,  Harry  C. 


Olln,  F.  W. 
Say  ward,  John  F. 
Towne,  Thomas. 
Weber,  Frederick  C. 


PROMOTION  TO  FULL  MEMBERSHIP. 
Whiting,  Charles  W. 

PROMOTION  TO  ASSOCIATE  MEMBERSHIP. 
Trask,  George  F.  D. 


Aisawa,  Yakichi. 
Alexander,  Harry. 
Bamiun,  D.  D. 
Bo  wen,  H.  S. 
Church,  Austin. 
Church,  Charles  Thomas. 
Golyin,  Frederick  H. 


JUNIOR  MEMBERS. 

Gnade,  Edward  R. 
Greene,  A.  M.,  Jr. 
Goetze,  Frederick  A. 
Hagar,  Edward  McEim. 
Kirk,  Robert  H. 
Larkin.  A.  C. 
Phisterer,  Frederick  Wm, 


Pilcher,  John  A. 
Power,  William  M. 
Trowbridge,  W.  B. 
Trotter,  W.  F. 
Williams,  H.  E. 
Wilcox,  George  B. 


The  Tellers  appointed  on  the  previous  evening  to  connt  the 
ballot  for  officers  reported  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  count  ballots  cast  for  officers 
of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers  for  the  year 
1895-6,  begs  to  submit  the  following  report : 

•  Total  ballots  cast 620 

BaUota  thrown  oat  on  account  of  irregularities 19 

Total  Yotes  counted 501 

Of  this  latter  number, 

501  Yotes  were  cast  for  Mr.  John  Fritz  for  President. 


501 
500 
496 
496 
497 
500 
501 


Mr.  William  H.  Wiley  for  Treasurer. 

Mp.  George  W.  Melville  for  Vice-President. 

Mr.  Charles  H.  Manning  for  Vice-President. 

Mr.  Francis  W.  Dean  for  Vice-President. 

Mr.  Norman  C.  Stiles  for  Manager. 

Mr.  E.  D.  Meier  for  Manager. 

Mr.  George  W.  Dickie  for  Manager. 


1  vote  was  scattering. 

Our  count  therefore  shows  that  the  entire  ticket  was  elected. 
BespectfuUy, 

Wm.  T.  Bonner, 
Geo.  H.  Scott, 


IR,  ] 


Tdlers  of  Flection. 
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The  report  was  then  called  for  from  the  delegate  of  the 
Society  sent,  by  vote  of  the  Council,  to  represent  it  and  its 
Committee  on  IJniform  Methods  of  Test  and  Testing  Materials, 
at  the  International  Conference  of  Engineers  and  Manufac- 
turers at  Zurich,  in  Switzerland,  September,  1895.  Mr.  Gus.  C. 
Henning,  Secretary  of  the  Committee  and  its  Reporter,  had  been 
selected  for  this  duty,  and  gave  a  short  account  of  the  confer- 
ence, its  objects  and  results.  This  report,  with  a  translation  of 
the  official  minutes,  will  form  two  of  the  papers  of  the  meet- 
ing, to  be  found  in  the  sequel. 

At  the  close  of  the  report  a  vote  of  thanks  was  moved,  sec- 
onded, and  carried,  in  recognition  of  the  sacrifices  made  by  the 
delegate,  and  the  credit  and  distinction  which  the  Society  had 
received  among  the  representatives  at  this  conference  by  being 
thus  represented  among  the  technical  societies  of  Europe. 

There  was  no  formal  report  from  the  Committee  to  consider 
the  Revision  of  the  1886  Code  of  Rules  for  Conducting  Steam 
Boiler  Trials,  but  Mr.  Kent,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee,  spoke 
as  follows : 

Mr,  William  Kent — The  Committee  has  no  report  to  make  at 
present,  but  it  is  making  progress.  Mr.  Emery  and  myself,  the  - 
New  York  members  of  the  Committee,  met  soon  after  the 
appointment  of  the  Committee,  and  intended  to  send  a  letter  to 
all  the  other  members,  asking  them  to  express  their  views.  But 
Mr.  Emery  at  that  time  was  preparing  a  paper  to  send  to  all  the 
members  of  the  Committee,  concerning  some  of  the  matters 
brought  up  in  the  discussion  at  Detroit,  and  at  my  request  he 
made  that  a  paper  to  be  presented  to  the  Society  at  this  meet- 
ing, so  that  when  the  Committee  finally  comes  together,  which 
should  be  in  a  short  time,  it  will  have  an  expression  of  opinion 
from  as  many  members  of  the  whole  Society  as  wish  to  make 
themselves  heard.  It  is  our  intention  to  devote  a  great  deal  of 
time  to  the  subject,  and  give  everybody  who  has  an  interest  in 
the  matter  a  chance  to  express  an  opinion.  I  cannot  promise 
that  the  final  report  of  the  Committee  will  be  presented  for  a 
considerable  time  yet,  because  it  requires  a  great  deal  of  work, 
and  there  are  some  matters  of  controversy  to  be  carefully 
studied. 

From  the  Society's  Committee  upon  the  Conduct  of  Tests  upon 
Fire-proofing  Materials,  the  report  of  progress  was  as  follows : 

Mr.  H.  de  B.  Parsons. — As  a  member  of  the  Society's  Com- 
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mittee  on  Fire-proof  Tests,  I  wish  to  present  a  report  of  progress. 
As  the  Society  has  already  been  informed,  our  Committee  was 
appointed  to  act  with  Committees  appointed  by  the  Fire  Under- 
writers of  New  York  and  the  Architectural  League  of  New 
York.  The  object  of  the  tests  is  to  determine  the  effect  of  fire 
upon  modem  iron  and  steel  buildings — buildings  of  the  so- 
called  skeleton  type.  In  order  that  the  Committee's  work  may 
be  of  the  greatest  value,  and  in  order  to  prevent  criticism  which 
might  arise  on  account  of  the  Joint  Committee  being  composed 
of  men  entirely  local  to  New  York  City,  the  Committee  has  asso- 
ciated with  itself  an  Advisory  Board  of  twenty.  That  Advi- 
sory Board  has  been  appointed  by  the  Joint  Committee,  and  the 
names  selected  have  been  those  of  men  who  are  prominently 
associated  or  connected  with  the  subject,  and  who  are  geograph- 
ically located  throughout  the  country,  so  as  to  give  the  result 
of  the  Joint  Committee's  work  a  national  character.  From  the 
interest  which  has  already  been  manifested,  and  from  the  corre- 
spondence which  we  have  already  received,  we  are  led  to  believe 
that  the  work  will  be  one  of  considerable  interest,  not  only  to 
the  United  States,  but  to  foreign  countries  as  welL  The  Com- 
mittee wishes  to  acknowledge  the  courtesies  extended  to  it, 
first  by  the  Continental  Iron  Works,  who  have  kindly  decided 
to  allow  the  tests  to  be  made  upon  their  property  in  Brooklyn  ; 
to  the  Carnegie  Steel  Company,  who  have  kindly  offered  to  fur- 
nish the  Committee  with  all  the  beams,  channels,  and  all  iron 
or  steel  built-up  forms  the  Committee  may  wish.  The  Commit- 
tee is  in  hopes  of  receiving  a  similar  offer  from  manufacturers 
of  cast-iron  columns.  The  Committee  wishes  to  acknowledge 
also  the  courtesies  extended  to  it  by  Messrs.  Sinclair  and  Bab- 
son,  who  have  kindly  offered  to  furnish  free  all  the  cement  which 
the  Committee  desires ;  by  the  Messrs.  Henry  A..  Maurer  and 
others  representing  the  fire-brick  manufacturers,  who  have 
kindly  notified  the  Committee  that  they  will  furnish  all  the  fire- 
brick which  may  be  needed  at  a  "  nominal  cost ; "  and  also  by  a 
syndicate  of  common-brick  manufacturers,  who  will  furnish  all 
the  common  brick  which  is  necessary  for  the  construction  of  the 
Committee's  furnaces. 

The  method  which  the  Committee  has  proposed  is  first  to  con- 
struct a  gas-producer,  the  gas  being  passed  through  a  main, 
from  which  branch  pipes  are  led  to  the  burners.  These  burners 
will  be  situated  in  the  floor  of  the  furnace  to  be  tested,  which 
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will  represent  a  room.  One  furnace  will  test  columns,  outside^ 
walls,  partition  walls,  and  columns  embedded  in  walls,  either 
outside  or  partition.  The  other  furnace  will  test  the  floor 
beams  and  floor  construction.  Both  furnaces  will  be  made  on 
a  large  scale,  the  floor  furnace  being  so  constructed  as  to  take 
floor  beams  25  to  30  feet  in  length,  and  the  column  furnace  being 
arranged  to  represent  a  room  such  as  is  found  in  the  modem 
buildings  of  the  type  which  we  are  testing,  the  columns  varying 
from  11  to  14  feet  in  height.  Provision  has  been  made,  how- 
ever, to  undertake  tests  of  a  greater  length  if  so  desired. 

Our  motto  is  that  the  Committee  knows  nothing,  and  that  the 
rest  of  the  world  knows  less.  We  have,  therefore,  determined 
that  our  first  tests  will  be  made  upon  naked  iron  and  naked 
beams,  so  that  the  Committee  may  learn  what  can  be  accom- 
plished with  the  furnaces  as  designed,  and  what  changes  may 
be  necessary  in  order  to  obtain  the  desired  results.  Then,  hav- 
ing established  a  certain  amount  of  information  for  our  own 
use,  the  Committee  proposes  to  formulate  a  series  of  rules. 
The  manufacturers  may  then  cover  the  columns  and  the  beams^ 
with  their  material,  and  the  tests  upon  such  covered  iron  and 
steel  will  be  carried  out  uniformly  in  accordance  with  those 
rules,  in  order  that  comparative  results  may  be  obtained. 
Should,  in  the  progress  of  the  tests,  the  manufacturer  or  the 
Committee  desire  to  make  a  test  a  little  diflerent  from  that  as 
mapped  out  by  the  rules,  such  additional  tests  will  be  made. 

The  Secretary  read  the  following  petition,  at  the  request  of 
an  absent  member,  explaining  that,  while  the  signing  of  such 
petition  must  be  an  individual  matter  with  each  member  who 
might  interest  himself  in  it,  yet  the  intent  of  the  petition  was 
to  secure  early  action  upon  a  matter  of  general  and  public  con- 
cern to  many  interests  represented  in  the  Society  as  a  body. 
The  petition  was  as  follows : 

Importaitt  PETrnoN  to  Congrbss  Rklatftb  to  the  Paris  EzposmoK  of 

1900. 

To  the  Honorable  (he  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeentativei  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled  : 
We,  the  undersigned  American  manafacturers  of  products,  the  foreif^  trade 
of  which  gives  promise  of  a  very  large  increase,  and  we,  the  undersigned  export 
commission  houses  of  New  York  City,  and  we,  the  undersigned  corporations, 
whose  business  interests  are  closely  allied  with  the  development  of  international 
commerce,  hereby  respectfully  urge  that  immediate  action  be  taken  upon  the^ 
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inTitatioD  from  the  French  GoYemment  to  oar  country  to  take  part  in  the  Inter- 
national Exposition  to  be  held  in  Paris  in  the  year  1900,  and  relative  thereto  we 
hereby  beg  to  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  your  honorable  body  to  the 
following  important  points  : 

This  Exposition  has  been  projected  on  a  grander  scale  than  any  previous  Inters 
national  Exposition,  and  will  therefore  afiEbrd  an  exceptional  opportunity  for  an 
immense  and  rapid  development  of  trade  relations  between  American  exporters 
and  manufacturers  on  the  one  hand,  and  foreign  buyers  from  all^  parts  of  the 
world  on  the  other  hand. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  United  States  section  of  the  last  International 
Exposition,  held  at  Paris  in  the  year  1889,  presented  an  appearance  which  con- 
trasted in  a  most  humiliating  way  with  the  exhibits  from  other  nations. 

This  lamentable  condition  of  affairs  was,  to  a  great  extent,  owing  to  a  corps  of 
American  Exposition  officials  being  hastily  organized  at  almost  the  last  moment 
to  represent  our  great  industrial  interests,  and  to  a  corresponding  lack  of  time 
for  working  out  proper  preliminary  plans  for  securing  the  attention  and  coopera- 
tion of  all  American  industrial  elements. 

All  the  manufacturing  nations  of  Europe  always  begin  their  preparations  years 
in  advance  for  any  great  exposition  in  Paris,  which  city  is  recognized  by  them  as 
the  world's  central  mart  for  international  trading,  and  said  nations  of  Europe 
are  already  actively  engaged  in  the  work  of  organizing  for  the  Paris  Exposition 
of  the  year  1900. 

A  period  of  four  years  is  barely  sufficient  time  for  adequate  preliminary  work 
in  order  to  secure  a  display  of  manufactured  products  that  will  prove  a  fair  and 
true  indication  of  the  varied  and  comprehensive  nature  of  American  productions, 
and  of  their  many  advantages  to  the  traders  of  the  world  in  price,  artistic  design, 
workmanship,  and  finish. 

We  therefore  further  petition  that  an  adequate  sum  he  promptly  appropriated 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing,  on  a  thorough  basis  and  an  extensive  scale, 
exhibits  of  American  products  for  the  International  Exposition  to  be  held  in 
Paris  in  the  year  1900,  and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  forthwith 
authorized  to  appoint  a  Commissioner-General  and  an  Assistant  Commissioner- 
General,  who  shall  both  hold  office  until  all  the  Exposition  work  in  connection 
with  American  exhibits  and  American  manufacturing  interests  shall  be  termi-' 
nated  after  the  final  closing  up  of  the  Exposition. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Sorzano,  member  of  the  Society,  had  consented  to 
take  charge  of  the  circulation  of  these  petitions,  and  solicited 
the  cooperation  of  all  who  were  willing  to  help. 

No  general  business  being  presented,  the  professional  papers 
were  taken  up. 

Messrs.  Kent,  Wood,  and  Aldrich  discussed  the  paper  by 
Samuel  McElroy  on  the  "  Water  Power  of  Garatunk  Falls,  Ken- 
nebec River,  Maine ;  '*  Messrs.  Suplee  and  Aldrich  presented 
additional  matter  upon  the  ''Generation  and  Transmission  of 
Water  Power,"  a  paper  by  Samuel  Webber. 

Topical  discussions  on  "Oil  Firing  and  Regulation  of  Oil- 
fired  Boilers  "  filled  the  hour  till  the  time  for  adjournment. 
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Messrs.  Kent,  Towl,  Hill,  Billings,  Wood,  Manning,  Elingsbury, 
Winship,  Na43on,  Baynal,  and  Spaulding  were  heard. 

Following  the  usual  custom  of  the  annual  meetings  in  New 
York  City,  luncheon  was  served  in  the  house  for  the  members 
and  ladies  at  the  close  of  the  morning  session,  and  many  mem- 
bers remained  to  enjoy  the  reunion  and  social  opportunity  of 
the  afternoon,  for  which  no  assignments  had  been  made.  This 
plan  was  found  to  work  most  agreeably. 

Third  Session.    Wednesday  Evening. 

The  professional  papers  of  the  evening  were  as  follows  : 
C.  E.  Emery,  "  Means  Adopted  for  Saving  Fuel  in  a  Large 
Oil  Refinery;"  James  E.  Denton,  "The  Reliability  of  Throt- 
tling Calorimeters  ;  *'  A.  A.  Goubert  and  E.  H.  Peabqdy,  "  Some 
Experiments  with  the  Throttling  Calorimeter ; "  C.  E.  Emery, 
^'  Comparative  Tests  of  Steam  Boilers  with  Different  Kinds  of 
CoaL"     . 

In  the  discussions  on  these  papers  during  the  evening,  and 
in  the  postponed  discussion  upon  the  last  one  of  the  series  on 
the  following  morning,  Messrs.  Winship,  Wheeler,  Denton, 
Scheffler,  Kent,  Clark,  Kingsbury,  Rockwood,  Woolson,  Carpen- 
ter, Jacobus,  Le  Yan,  Spaulding,  Strong,  Dean,  Boyer,  Barr, 
and  Cary  took  part. 

Fourth  Session.    Thursday  Morning. 

The  papers  assigned  to  this  session  were  : 

Albert  Kingsbury, "  Experiments  on  the  Friction  of  Screws ;  ^' 
W.  F.  M.  Goss,  "  Tests  of  a  Ten-horse-power  De  Laval  Steam 
Turbine ; "  George  W.  Bissell,  "  Recording  Device  for  Testing 
Machines." 

Messrs.  Kent,  HoUoway,  Woolson,  Whitehead,  Denton,  New- 
comb,  Schumann,  Griffin,  Oberlin  Smith,  Lieb,  and  Rockwood 
took  part  in  comment  upon  them,  and,  at  their  close,  discus- 
sion was  resumed  upon  the  topic  of  "  Extracting  Oil  from  Con- 
densed Steam,"  which  had  already  been  presented.  Messrs. 
Wheeler,  Oberlin  Smith,  Rockwood,  Raynal,  Boyer,  Newcomb, 
Jesse  M.  Smith,  Pearson,  and  Winship  contributed  to  it. 

After  luncheon,  served  as  usual  in  the  supper-room  below 
the  auditorium  of  the  Society's  house,  an  excursion  party  was 
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organized  for- the  works  of  the  Pond  Machine  Tool  Co.,  at  Plain- 
field,  N.  J.,  to  which  quite  a  number  attached  themselves,  while 
others  remained  at  the  house,  or  attended  to  their  personal 
business  in  the  city. 

In  the  evening  a  very  largely  attended  reception  was  held  at 
Delmonico's,  at  which  over  four  hundred  and  fifty  persons  were 
present.  The  President-elect  and  the  retiring  President  formed 
the  Beception  Committee,  and  after  supper  there  were  music 
and  dancing. 

FxFTH  Session.    Fbidat  Mobning. 


• 


The  concluding  session  was  occupied  by  the  reading  and  di& 
cussion  of  the  following  papers : 

R.  C.  Carpenter,  "  Effect  of  Temperature  on  the  Strength  of 
Wrought  Iron  and  Steel ; "  P.  M.  Chamberlain,  "  Some  Data 
Belating  to  Forge-shop  Design ; "  D.  S.  Jacobus,  "  Experi- 
mental Method  of  Determining  the  Effective  Centre  of  the 
Light  Emitted  from  a  Standard  Photometric  Burner ; "  Jno.  H. 
Barr,  "  The  Proportions  of  High-speed  Engines." 

The  discussions  proceeded  from  Messrs.  Henning,  Parsons, 
Button,  Snell,  Weil,  Woolson,  Green,  Suplee,  Le  Van,  Kent, 
Thurston,  Kingsbury,  Aldrich,  Oberlin  Smith,  and  Schumann. 

At  the  close  of  the  discussion  upon  the  papers,  the  Secretary 
called  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  an  easel  upon  the  platform 
of  the  hall,  which  had  been  placed  there  only  the  afternoon 
before.  On  this  easel  was  a  framed  drawing,  forty-three  inches 
long  by  thirty-three  inches  high,  concerning  which  he  had 
received  the  two  letters  from  which  he  read  the  following 
extracts : 

135  East  318T  Street,  Gramerct  Park, 
December  6,  1896. 

To  THE  Secretary  op  the  American  Society  op  Mechanical  Engineers. 
Dear  Sir  : — I  have  in  my  possession  the  original  drawing  of  the  plans  of  the 
steamboat  "  Fulton"  (scale  one-quarter  inch  to  the  foot),  of  date  March  1,  1818, 
designed  by  Bobert  Fulton.  The  drawing  belonged  to  my  father,  the  late  Mr. 
George  L.  Schuyler,  of  this  city,  and  was  much  valued  by  liim. 

»  «  3|(  *  « 

Should  it  be  agreeable  to  the  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers  to  receive  this 
drawing  as  a  gift,  it  will  give  me  much  pleasure  to  send  it  to  you  at  such  hour 
and  place  as  you  may  designate. 
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I  regret  that  it  is  not  in  very  good  condition—after  the  lapse  of  eighty-two 

years. 

»  «  »  *  » 

As  a  possible  convenience,  I  send  also  an  easel  npon  which  the  picture  may 
stand,    *    ♦    *    and  I  will  ask  you  not  to  take  the  trouble  to  return  it. 

I  have  been 'reading  the  accounts  of  your  Convention  in  the  daily  papers  with 
much  interest.  ♦  ♦  ♦  The  man  who  brings  the  picture  will  fasten  it  upon 
the  easel  if  you  so  desire. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Louisa  Lsb  Schuyler. 
The  Secretary  continued : 

I,  therefore,  on  behalf  of  Miss  Schuyler,  Mr.  Chairman,  pre- 
sent to  the  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers  the  drawing  and  its 
mounting  upon  the  platform,  the  drawing  bearing  the  endorse- 
ment, apparently,  I  should  judge,  in  Mr.  Fulton's  own  handwrit- 
ing :  "  These  drawings  J^  of  an  inch  to  the  foot  to  be  returned 
when  the  boat  shall  be  finished.  Robert  Fulton,  March  1st, 
1813."  On  the  side  is  the  memorandum,  ''The  Sound  steam- 
boat called  the  FuUon  navigated  the  Sound  between  Long 
Island  and  Manhattan  Island,  passing  the  dangerous  Strait 
called  Hell  Gate,  in  which  she  is  often  exposed  to  the  current 
running  among  rocks  on  every  hand,  at  the  rate  of  six  miles  an 
hour.  She  cost  $87,000.  Her  boiler  of  copper  cost  more  than 
$20,000.  This  boat  is  327  tons,  Custom  House  measure.  In 
building  the  boat  it  was  found  necessary  to  put  the  water 
wheels  some  six  feet  farther  aft  than  they  are  in  the  plan." 

In  Miss  Schuyler's  name,  therefore,  Mr.  President,  I  present 
to  the  Society  this  drawing  of  Fulton'a 

Mr.  J.  F.  HoUotvay. — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers 
are  due,  and  hereby  tendered  to,  Miss  Louisa  Lee  Schuyler,  of  Gramercy  Park, 
New  York,  for  her  gift  to  this  Society  of  the  original  drawing  of  the  steamboat 
FtUtoUf  made  by  Robert  Fulton,  March  1,  1813,  which  highly  prized  drawing 
has,  for  many  years,  been  in  the  possession  of  her  family. 

Our  thanks  are  due  Miss  Schuyler  not  only  for  the  gift,  but  for  her  kindly 
recognition  of  the  fact  that  this  is  the  proper  Society  to  hare  among  its  treasures 
this  handiwork  of  one  of  America's  earliest  mechanical  engineers  ;  and  that  in 
no  other  place  would  its  value  be  more  highly  appreciated  than  in  the  home  of 
our  Society,  which  has  hanging  on  its  walls  an  original  portrait  of  that  famous 
engineer,  and  in  its  parlors  the  old  colonial  mahogany  table  of  Robert  Fulton, 
around  which,  in  the  days  in  which  the  propulsion  of  boats  by  steam  was  in  its 
infancy,  and  an  untried  and  bold  venture,  he,  no  doubt,  not  only  entertained  his 
friends  with  the  well-known  hospitality  of  those  e^rly  times,  but  on  which  he 
doubtless  described  and  discussed  his  plans  and  ideas,  traced  by  his  own  hand, 
as  shown  by  the  drawing  so  kindly  given  us  by  Miss  Schuyler,  and  which  is  now 
before  us. 
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Cimimodore  Charles  H.  Loring. — In  seconding  this  resolution^ 
which  I  do  most  heartily,  I  would  refer,  not  only  to  the  inter- 
est connected  with  this  illustration  of  the  beginning  of  the  new 
era  in  naval  construction  which  has  oidminated  in  our  own  time 
in  those  magnificent  examples  of  inventive  genius  and  mechani- 
cal skill,  the  Monitor^  the  Colvmbia^  and  the  Indiaiia^  but  also 
I  would  recognize  the  gracious  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
presented  to  us ;  and  I  would  wish  that  there  might  be  a  rising 
vote  upon  this  resolution,  and  would  further  move  that  a  copy 
of  our  action  should  be  forwarded  to  Miss  Schuyler,  with  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  inviting  her,  at  her  pleasure,  to  visit 
the  rooms  and  see  upon  our  walls  the  drawing  which  she  has  so 
long  viewed  upon  her  own,  that  she  may  receive  the  assurance 
that  it  is  not  only  prized  by  us,  but  that  it  will  be  properly  cared 
for. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted  unanimously  with  applause 
and  by  a  rising  vote. 

Mr.  William  Kent — I  would  suggest  that  when  the  Secretary 
puts  this  resolution  of  thanks  into  the  minutes  of  the  Society 
that  he  will  also  prepare  an  appendix  to  cover  information 
about  the  history  of  this  boat.  It  would  be  of  interest  for  per- 
manent record  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Society.  In  fact,  I 
think  it  might  be  photographed  and  put  in  the  Transactions. 

Professor  JIutton, — ^The  Secretary  will  be  very  glad  to  carry 
out  the  suggestions,  and  I  think  an  original  of  such  value 
should  be  photographed  anyway,  in  case  of  the  possibility  of 
its  destruction. 

Mr.  HoUoway. — ^The  members  have  no  doubt  noticed  on  our 
walls  the  portrait  of  a  former  member  of  this  Society,  the  late 
Capt.  John  Ericsson.  That  portrait  has  been  secured  through 
the  ingenuity  of  our  Secretary,  and  I  think  you  would  all  be 
interested  in  hearing  something  of  the  story  of  how  he  found 
the  portrait.  It  always  adds  interest  to  a  picture  to  know 
something  of  its  history.  I  think  the  Society  will  be  very  much 
indebted  to  Professor  Hutton  if  he  will  give  a  short  account 
of  when  and  where  he  found  the  picture. 

Professor  Button. — It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  answer 
Mr.  Holloway's  request,  but  there  is  very  little  in  the  story. 

It  was  suggested  to  me  by  one  of  our  members  that  in  a 
second-hand  store  in  an  unlikely  part  of  the  city  he  had  dis- 
covered a  portrait  in  oil  of  Captain  Ericsson,  and  he  advised 
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that  I  look  at  it  with  a  view  to  securing  it  for  the  Society,  if  it 
seemed  worthy  of  that  distinction. 

The  address  he  gave  me  was  that  of  a  curio  store  main- 
tained by  a  German,  who  had  left  the  employ  of  one  of  the 
larger  houses  and  had  gone  into  business  for  himself  in  this 
out-of-the-way  part  of  the  city. 

On  examining  the  portrait  closely,  I  recognized  at  once  that 
it  was  an  excellent  one,  and  bore  the  name  of  the  artist,  Ballin, 
and  the  date  1862,  which  was  the  year  in  which  Captain  Erics- 
son was  at  the  zenith  of  his  popularity,  because  it  was  the  year 
of  the  great  achievement  of  his  first  Monitor. 

The  dealer  told  me  he  had  picked  the  picture  up  at  a  sale  of 
household  effects  in  Brooklyn,  and  although  it  was  soiled  and 
the  frame  in  bad  Condition,  I  saw  that  at  the  price  he  quoted 
we  were  really  on  the  track  of  a  prize. 

I  had  been  anxious  to  secure  an  oil  portrait  of  one  who  had 
reflected  so  much  distinction  upon  mechanical  engineering  at 
this  critical  period,  but  had  almost  despaired  of  success,  because 
Captain  Ericsson  was  so  retiring  a  person  that  he  had  always 
been  reluctant  to  sit  to  a  painter.  That  we  should  be  able  thus 
to  secure  it  is,  in  my  mind,  a  rare  piece  of  good  luck ;  and  you 
will  observe  that  underneath  it  has  been  suspended  the  model 
of  the  original  Monitory  on  a  scale  of  one-quarter  of  an  inch 
to  the  foot,  the  gift  to  the  Society  by  our  life  member,  Mr. 
Thomas  F.  Rowland,  the  builder  of  the  Monitor^  at  the  Con- 
tinental Iron  Works. 

Mr.  H.  B.  RoeUcer. — I  would  like  to  mention,  in  confirmation 
of  the  value  of  this  portrait  as  an  original,  that  I  remember  to 
have  seen  it  hanging  in  Captain  Ericsson's  parlor  as  long  ago  as 
1863  and  1864.  There  was  suspended  beneath  it  a  series  of 
resolutions  from  representative  New  York  citizens,  and  I  think 
the  portrait  and  resolutions  came  to  him  together. 

I  congratulate  the  Society  on  obtaining  possession  of  it. 

Mr.  Norman  C.  StUes. — I  would  like  to  add  to  the  reminis- 
cences of  Ericsson's  time  a  story  which  belongs  to  the  days 
when  I  was  an  apprentice  in  Springfield  at  the  American  Ma- 
chine AVorks. 

At  this  time  Ericsson's  enormous  engines,  to  be  operated  by 
hot  air,  were  being  constructed  for  the  ship  Ericsson^  and  part 
of  the  work  was  in  progress  at  that  establishment.  The  cylin- 
ders were  fourteen  feet  in  diameter,  and  they  had  no  lathe  in 
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that  establishment  which  could  turn  piston  rings  of  that  size ;  so 
they  rigged  up  a  couple  of  planers  to  plane  them  out  in  sections. 
The  ring  was  fastened  to  the  bed  of  one  planer,  which  moved 
back  and  forth  in  the  usual  way.  At  the  side  of  the  planer  was 
a  stud  set  up,  which  served  as  a  pivot  of  an  arm,  actuated  by 
the  other  planer,  so  that  the  motion  of  the  two  beds  caused  the 
circle  of  the  required  diameter  to  be  planed  out  on  the  ring, 
instead  of  being  turned,  as  usual,  in  a  lathe. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Raynal. — It  occurs  to  me  to  say  a  word  or  two 
in  connection  with  this  picture  of  Captain  Ericsson,  and  its 
becoming  the  property  of  the  Society. 

It  was  given  to  me  to  enjoy  his  personal  acquaintance  and 
his  friendship,  which  I  have  always  considered  a  very  great 
pleasure  and  privilege.     I  admired  the  man  exceedingly. 

I  have  been  surprised  to  learn  that  the  Society  has  not,  until 
now,  a  copy  of  a  most  remarkable  work  of  his,  which  he  called 
the  History  of  his  Inventions,  published  in  1876,  at  the  time  of 
the  Centennial  Exhibition  in  Philadelphia.  Captain  Ericsson 
was  gracious  enough  to  present  me  with  a  copy  of  that  work, 
which  I  have  prized  very  highly,  and  which  it  would  seem 
eminently  proper  should  be  preserved  under  the  guardianship 
of  the  Society. 

If  it  is  agreeable  to  the  members,  it  will  make  me  very  happy 
to  turn  it  over  as  a  gift  to  the  Library  of  the  American  Society 
of  Mechanical  Engineers.     (Applause.) 

The  President — On  behalf  of  the  Society,  I  take  great  pleasure 
in  accepting  Mr.  Baynal's  gift. 

Mr,  C.  W.  Hunt — I  move  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Professor 
Hutton  for  what  he  has  done  for  the  Society  in  securing  this 
portrait  of  one  whom  we  have  delighted  to  honor,  and  to  Mr. 
Baynal  for  this  most  highly  appreciated  gift  of  his  copy  of 
Captain  Ericsson's  Centennial  work. 

This  motion,  being  seconded,  was  unanimously  carried  by  a 
rising  vote. 

The  President. — The  motion  to  adjourn  is  about  to  be  in  order, 
but  before  we  separate  and  go  to  our  several  homes  it  would 
seem  proper  for  me  to  acknowledge,  in  leaving  the  chair,  my 
appreciation  of  the  honor  which  this  Society  has  conferred 
upon  me  in  selecting  me  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  presidential 
office. 

I  do  appreciate  the  distinction  very  much,  and  I  desire  to 
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tender  you  my  thanks  for  your  uniform  courtesy  while  I  haye 
-occupied  this  position. 

I  would  bespeak  for  my  successor,  my  friend  Mr.  John  Fritz, 
the  same  courtesy  and  magnanimity  which  haye  been  shown  to 
me.     (Applause.) 

On  motion  the  meeting  then  adjourned. 
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DCLXIV.* 
PRESIDENTS  ADDRESS,  1895. 
THE   MODERN  DROP-PRESS. 

BT  C.  X.  BILLnceS,  BABTFORD,  OONN. 

(Pz«8ident  Partial  Term  18M-5.) 

From  1847  to  1862,  among  the  green  hills  of  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, there  was  located  one  of  the'  best  equipped  plants  for  the 
manufacture  of  machine  tools  in  this  country.  It  was  there,  in 
the  years  of  1854-55,  that  most  of  the  maclunery  was  built  for 
the  manufacture  of  the  then  celebrated  Enfield  Bifle  for  the 
English  Government,  on  the  interchangeable  system.  Previous 
to  that  time  they  had  made  their  fire-arms  on  the  "  cut  and  try  " 
plan,  or  what  we  would  term,  in  this  country,  hand-work.  The 
parts  were  made  in  different  shops :  for  instance,  one  manu- 
facturer was  skilled  in  making  the  barrel ;  another,  the  stock ; 
another,  part  of  the  lock ;  and  so  on  through  the  list.  The 
various  parts  were  assembled  at  the  Tower  of  London,  and  it 
was  there  that  the  ''  cut  and  try  "  plan  commenced,  filing  a  little 
here,  chipping  off  a  little  there,  with  several  trials  before  the 
parts  would  go  together  satisfactorily. 

On  the  introduction  of  American  machinery  and  tools,  all  this 
was  changed,  for  it  was  possible  to  machine  the  pieces  of  the  arms 
so  that  parts  of  the  same  kind  would  be  exact  duplicates  of  each 
other.  Consequently  the  cost  of  production  was  reduced  and 
the  quantities  in  a  given  time  increased  over  the  old  method. 
To  America  is  thus  due  the  credit  of  introducing  the  inter- 
changeable system  in  the  manufacture  of  fire-arms,  sewing 
machines,  watches,  etc. 

It  was  necessary  to  have  uniform  forgings  so  that  they 
could  be  handled  in  special  fixtures  adapted  to  the  different 
parts.     The  art  of  forging  in  dies  at  that  date  was  the  weak 
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point.  Drop-hammers  had  not  come  into  use,  and  all  the  forg- 
ings  was  made  by  the  old  hand-swaging  process.  A  base  of 
cast  iron  was  used  with  a  suitable  opening  in  the  top  for  keying 
the  guide  stock  and  a  lower  die.  The  upper  die  was  made  to 
work  freely  up  and  down  in  the  guide  stock.  In  the  faces  of 
the  two  dies  were  cut  the  forms  of  the  parts  to  be  forged.  The 
power  used  was  hammer  and  sledge,  wielded  by  the  smith  and 
helper. 

So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  drop-hammers  were  first 
used  by  Col.  Samuel  Colt  about  the  year  1853  in  the  manufacture 
of  the  celebrated  Revolving  Fire-Arm  which  bears  his  name. 

The  hammer  of  the  Colt  drop  was  raised  by  a  vertical  revolv- 
ing screw.  In  the  first  year  of  the  war,  Gk>lding  &  Cheney  ob- 
tained a  United  States  Patent  on  a  drop-hammer,  the  principle 
feature  of  which  was  the  raising  the  hammer  by  a  leather  belt 
between  friction  rolls.  These  friction  rolls  are  in  use  to-day  on 
what  are  considered  the  best  hammers  for  drop-forging.  In 
other  respects  there  have  been  great  improvements.  Some  of 
the  latest  of  these  improvements  I  will  endeavor  to  explain. 

First,  The  Counier-Balanced  Treadle  which  is  made  from  one 
piece  of  steel  forging.  The  advantage  of  this  construction  is 
that  it  does  not  become  "  shackly  "  from  wear;  and  when  the 
pressure  is  put  on  one  side,  the  opposite  side  acts  simultaneously, 
and  the  mechanism  on  either  side  of  the  machine  does  its  work 
as  it  was  designed  to  do.  Instead  of  springs  to  hold  the  treadle 
in  a  raised  position,  a  counter-balance  is  provided  which  runs 
across  the  back  of  the  base  and  is  attached  at  either  end  to 
levers  whose  fulcrums  are  pins  driven  into  the  sides  of  the  base. 
The  short  ends  of  the  levers  have  projecting  points  extendinc^ 
underneath  the  sides  of  the  treadle  and  holding  it  in  the  raised 
position  desired. 

The  improvements  claimed  for  the  counter-balanced  treadle 
are  that  the  pressure  required  is  the  same  at  the  start  as  at  the 
finish  of  the  movement  of  the  treadle,  and  that  the  construction 
is  such  that  repairs  are  not  frequently  needed  as  in  the  cases 
where  springs,  or  pulleys  and  chains,  are  used. 

Second,  The  Compound  Lever  Device  for  operating  the  lifting 
or  head  mechanism.  This  device  was  designed  with  a  view  to 
lessen  the  shock  of  the  blow  given  to  the  "  friction  bar  "  by  the 
hammer  when  in  operation.  It  consists  of  a  clamp  on  the 
friction  bar  having  a  projection  on  the  inner  side  \^hich  acts  as 
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the  falcmm  of  the  lever,  whose  short  end  is  a  fork  which  engages 
with  pins  projecting  from  the  left-hand  upright,  and  whose  long 
end  is  actuated  by  a  pin  in  the  hammer.  This  pin  is  placed  as 
near  the  right-hand  side  of  the  hammer  as  is  practicable,  in 
order  to  enable  the  long  arm  of  the  lever  to  be  made  of  as  great 
a  length  as  possible,  thereby  reducing  the  speed  of  the  move- 
ment given  to  the  friction  bar  and  incidentally  the  shock  of  the 
blow.  (Figs.  1  and  2.)  All  of  this  tends  to  diminish  the  neces- 
sity of  repairs  as  it  reduces  the  tendency  of  the  friction  bar  to 
become  crystallized,  amd  it  imparts  to  all  the  friction  mechanism 
a  moderate,  easy  motion,  which  is  conducive  to  the  durability 
of  that  part  of  the  machine. 

Another  feature  of  this  device  is  the  ease  with  which  it  is 
adjusted  for  the  different  heights  from  which  the  hammer  falls. 
There  is  only  one  nut  to  turn ;  and  when  this  is  loosened,  the 
clamp  is  perfectly  free  upon  the  bar  and  will  drop  by  its  own 
weight,  or  it  can  be  raised  with  one  hand.  This  one  nut  is 
sufficient  to  hold  the  clamp  in  place,  as  the  latter  is  not  subjected 
to  a  sharp  blow  as  in  the  old  method. 

Third,  The  Jointed  Swing  Head  Construction,  The  main  idea 
of  this  construction  is  to  lessen  the  expense  of  repairs.  The 
two  sides  of  the  head  are  connected  by  a  heavy  web  at  the  bot- 
tom edges,  through  which  there  is  a  rectangular  hole  to  accommo- 
date the  board.  The  upper  halves  of  the  two  sides  are  fastened 
to  the  main  head-casting  by  a  hinge-joint  at  the  rear,  and  are 
primarily  held  in  place  by  small  swivel  bolts  such  as  are  used 
on  a  lathe  centre-rest,  and  incidentally  by  two  of  the  head  bolts 
which  pass  through  the  upper  and  lower  parts  of  the  head  and 
through  the  top  of  the  uprights.  By  removing  two  bolts  and 
loosening  two  more,  and  swinging  open  the  caps,  it  is  possible 
to  remove  any  part  of  the  head  in  detail,  thus  obviatir^  the 
necessity  of  taking  off  the  entire  head  by  means  of  blocks  or 
hoists  when  repairs  are  needed. 

On  both  sides  of  the  machine,  running  horizontally  through 
the  upper  part  of  the  uprights  and  through  the  web  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  head  and  into  the  rectangular  hole  in  the 
latter,  good  stout  bolts  are  used  which  hold  the  upper  part  of 
the  machine  rigidly  together,  and  relieve  the  head  bolts  proper 
from  all  shearing  strain  and  also  obviate  the  elongation  of  the 
holes  in  the  uprights  by  wear.  The  eccentrics  are  made  of 
steel  castings,  which  are  stronger  and  more  durable  than  bronze 
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Fig.  1. 


Fig.  2. 
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or  gnn  metaL  These  are  chambered  and  babbitt-lined,  this 
lining  being  easily  replaced  when  worn  out. 

The  sliding  rear  boxes  for  adjusting  the  friction  are  operated 
in  the  usual  way. 

Fourth,  The  Use  of  Paper  PvJleys.  Experience  has  shown 
that  iron  pulleys  are  not  reliable  for  drop-hammers.  They 
become  crystallized  and  break,  and  some  one  is  likely  to  get 
hurt.  Wood  pulleys  with  iron  hubs  are  very  good,  but  the 
compressed  paper  pulleys  give  the  best  satisfaction.  They  are 
light  as  compared  with  their  strength,  are  elastic,  and  give 
excellent  belt  surface. 

Fifth,  The  Method  of  Fastening  the  Board  in  the  Hammer.  An 
oblong  cavity  from  4  inches  to  8  inches  long,  and  about  5  inches 
deep  by  \\  inches  wide,  is  machined  in  the  top  of  the  hammer. 
That  side  of  the  cavity  which  is  toward  the  back  of  the  hammer 
has  a  bevel  of  about  15  degrees,  the  cavity  being  smaller  at  the 
top  than  at  the  bottom.  The  front  side  of  the  cavity  being 
straight,  the  rear  side  of  the  lifting  board  has  a  bevel  corre- 
sponding to  that  on  the  rear  side  of  the  cavity.  The  board  is 
dropped  into  the  cavity,  a  steel  plate  placed  against  the  front 
side  of  the  board,  and  two  or  three  steel  wedges  lightly  driven 
with  a  hand-hammer  between  the  board  and  the  &ont  side  of 
the  cavity.  (Figs.  3  and  4.)  At  every  blow  of  the  hammer  when 
the  machine  is  working,  these  wedges  become  tighter  and  the 
board  more  firmly  held. 

Sixth,  The  Foundations^  and  InciderUaUy  the  Ratio  of  the  Base  as 
Compared  vnth  Weight  of  Hammer.  There  seems  to  be  a  variance 
of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  proper  foundation  for  a  drop-ham- 
mer. Several  articles  have  appeared  in  the  technical  journals 
in  regard  to  this  subject  Some  favor  a  rigid,  rock-like  founda- 
tion, and  others  favor  an  elastic  construction.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  weight  of  the  base  of  the  machine  as  compared  to  the 
weight  of  the  blow  given  by  the  hammer  should  have  more  or 
less  consideration  in  determining  the  construction  of  the  founda- 
tion. It  is  apparent  that  if  a  man  tried  to  do  some  hand-forging 
with  an  ordinary  flat-iron  held  bottom  up  between  his  knees  for 
an  anvil,  the  results  would  not  be  altogether  satisfactory ;  but  if 
it  were  possible  for  him  to  hold  a  piece  of  iron  weighing,  say, 
400  pounds  on  his  knees,  he  would  do  more  execution  with  his 
hammer  and  in  addition  could  stand  some  pretty  good  blows 
from  his  helper's  sledge.     From  this  illustration  I  argue  that  if 
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the  base  of  a  drop-hammer  should  be  made  heavy  enough,  no 
foundation  whatever  would  be  required.  The  inertia  of  the 
mass  of  metal  would  be  sufficient  to  absorb  the  effects  of  the 
shock  imparted  by  the  blow  of  the  hammer.  The  cost  and  diffi- 
culties of  handling,  however,  make  such  construction  out  of  tlie 
question.  Within  the  past  few  years  an  increase  in  the  weight 
of  the  bases  of  drop-hammers  has  been  a  move  in  the  right 
direction.     In  deciding  this  point  a  certain  ratio  between  the 


1^. 


Fig.  3. 


Fig.  4. 


weight  of  the  hammer  proper  and  the  base  is  considered.  In 
former  years  the  ratio  of  6  or  8  to  1  was  considered  sufficient 
This  was  increased  by  some  machine  builders  to  10  to  1,  and 
now  the  most  modern  practice  advocates  a  ratio  of  15  to  1. 

To  return  to  the  subject  of  foundations,  I  would  not  venture 
to  say  which  construction  will  give  the  best  results,  owing  in  a 
measure  to  the  variation  of  conditions,  particularly  the  forma- 
tion of  the  earth  where  the  machine  is  to  be  located.  In  fairly 
hard  ground,  such  as  clay,  or  where  "  hard  pan  "  can  be  reached 
within  fifteen  feet  of  the  surface,  the  following  construction  will 
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give  satisfaction.  At  the  bottom  of  the  excavation  put  in  two 
or  three  feet  of  broken  stone  and  Portland  cement ;  on  top  of 
that  place  chestnut  timbers  on  end.  These  timbers  are  to  be 
sawed  on  four  sides  and  bolted  together,  and  the  section  of  fchis 
block  should  be  of  sufficient  size  to  accommodate  the  base  of  the 


Fig.  6. 


Fig.  6. 


machine  and  to  have  about  4  inches  margin.  (Figs.  5  and  6.)  It 
is  preferable  to  have  the  upper  end  of  the  timbers  several  inches 
below  the  surface  of  the  ground,  as  they  will  then  be  less  liable 
to  decay. 

With  a  base  of  right  proportion  and  a  properly  constructed 
foundation,  the  old  method  of  fastening  down  the  base  with 
anchor  bolts  is  unnecessary.  Angle  irons  at  the  comers  of  the 
base  fastened  down  to  the  foundation  with  lag  screws  will  answer 
the  purpose. 
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DISCUSSION. 

Mr.  J.  F.  ffoUotvay. — ^I  think  that  Mr.  John  Fritz  has  some 
experience  in  patting  down  foundations  for  drop-hammers.  He 
has  the  largest  hammer  in  the  world. 

The  President. — ^We  shall  be  pleased  to  hear  from  Mr.  Fritz. 

Mr.  John  Fritz. — ^The  hammer  which  gave  trouble  weighed 
125  tons.  First  we  prepared  a  foundation  about  60  feet  square 
and  drove  it  with  piles  until  we  could  not  drive  them  another 
inch  or  get  in  another  pile.  We  covered  the  piles  over  with 
timbers  34  inches  square ;  on  top  of  that  we  put  on  forged 
beams  somewhere  about  35  feet  long.  Each  of  these  beams 
weighed  some  40  odd  tons.  The  object  was  to  catch  the  timbers 
so  as  to  get  the  surface.  Then  we  cross-timbered  on  top  of  that 
again,  and  then  put  on  an  anvil  block  which  weighed  about  1,500 
tons.  We  ran  the  hammer  but  a  short  time  and  the  foundation 
went  down  some  8  or  10  inches,  and  it  unfortunately  did  not  go 
level,  which  made  it  worse.  There  we  were  in  a  dilemma. 
What  to  do  was  the  question.  So  I  took  the  whole  thing  out 
down  to  the  piles,  and  levelled  the  foundation  up  again,  and  put 
in  two  feet  of  shavings  which  we  got  from  the  car  shops,  such 
as  are  made  with  ordinary  freight  cars,  etc.  We  put  a  lot  of 
men  on  and  tramped  that  down  to  about  sixteen  or  eighteen  inches 
thick  and  then  placed  the  heavy  timbers  on  top  of  the  shavings, 
and  the  forged  steel  beams  on  them  crosswise,  and  on  top  of  the 
beams,  ten-inch  square  timber,  then  about  fifteen  hundredweight 
of  cast  iron,  and  then  covered  the  casting  with  three-inch  plank, 
and  then  twelve  inches  of  cork.  On  top  of  the  cork  ten  inches  of 
timber,  and  then  the  anvil  block ;  and  the  hammer  has  simply 
worked  magnificently. 
.  The  President — ^What  effect  did  the  shavings  have,  Mr.  Fritz? 

2rr.  Fritz. — We  had  to  save  the  foundation,  not  the  hammer. 
It  was  the  foundation  which  was  the  trouble.  If  we  had  put 
the  anvil  on  the  foundation  again  it  would  have  gone  down. 
But  the  shavings  took  the  severe  blow  on  the  foundations.  It 
has  been  running  four  or  five  years.  It  has  never  gone  down 
at  alL  We  put  the  shavings  on  to  save  the  foundation.  It 
was  something  elastic  which  was  required  between  the  anvil 
block  and  the  piles  upon  which  it  rested.  If  the  foundations 
had  been  strong  enough  we  would  have  simply  put  the  fifteen 
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hundredweight  of  iron  on  top  of  heavy  timbers ;  but  we  were 
afraid  to. 

The  President — ^Yon  believe  that  the  elasticity  of  the  shavings 
was  what  helped  it  ? 

Mr.  Fritz. — Yes.  The  idea  was  not  original.  It  came  from 
the  old  forge  hammers  where  they  put  brush  under  them  to 
accomplish  the  same  purpose  to  a  great  extent.  They  did  it  to 
get  elasticity.  I  did  not  care  about  the  elasticity  for  the  ham- 
mer, but  wanted  it  to  save  the  foundation. 

The  President. — Mr.  Dean  must  have  had  some  experience  with 
foundations  for  steam  stamps  while  connected  with  Mr.  Leavitt, 
and  the  Calumet  and  Hecla.  We  should  be  glad  to  hear  from 
him  as  to  their  practice. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Dean, — It  is  some  years  since  I  have  been  con- 
nected with  the  Calumet  and  Hecla  Mining  Company ;  but  that 
matter  of  the  weight  of  the  anvil  has  come  up,  and  I  understand 
that  since  I  left  the  company  the  spring  timbers  have  been 
entirely  done  away  with.  They  tried  one  stamp  with  a  solid  rock- 
like foundation  for  the  anvil,  and  the  output  of  that  stamp  was 
so  much  greater  than  the  others,  that  they  have,  I  understand, 
made  all  stamp  foundations  solid.  I  understand  the  output  is 
enormously  increased  thereby  per  stamp,  and  of  course  it  is  quit^ 
evident  why  it  should  be  so.  All  the  energy  of  the  stamp  is 
taken  up  in  crushing  the  ore,  instead  of  springing  the  timbers 
and  all  of  the  country  about.  In  the  houses  within  some 
distance  of  the  stamp  mills  everything  shook  very  badly,  and  all 
the  windows  rattled  like  those  of  a  side-wheel  steamer ;  and  it 
was  unsafe  to  leave  a  pitcher  of  water  on  a  table  at  night,  for  it 
would  be  pretty  sure  to  be  on  the  floor  by  morning.  The  water 
in  the  lake  had  small  wavelets  all  over  it,  and  I  believe  the 
country  the  other  side  of  the  lake  shook  also ;  but  since  the  solid 
foundations  have  been  put  in,  that  has  all  stopped. 

Prof,  F.  R.  Button, — I  should  like  to  ask  the  author  about  the 
breaking  of  these  pins  which  trip  the  lever  on  the  head,  or  the 
failure  of  them,  rather,  by  crystallization  from  'shock,  and  his 
statement  that  wood  has  served  the  purpose  better  than  metal. 
Do  the  pins  gradually  break,  or  what  happens  to  them  ? 

The  President, — They  broke  off  close  to  the  face  of  the  ham- 
mer. We  have  used  steel,  Swedish  and  Low  Moor  iron,  and 
two  or  three  different  kinds  of  alloys  of  bronze,  and  with  the 
same  result.    A  hickory  wood  pin  stood  the  best  of  all. 
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Previous  to  using  the  wedges  for  holding  the  lifting  board, 
we  put  bolts  entirely  through  the  hammer  with  nuts  on  end. 
Those  nuts  and  bolt  heads  were  constantly  dropping  off.  No 
kind  of  metal  we  tried  for  the  purpose  would  stand.  The  appear- 
ance of  the  fracture  was  crystalline.  This  led  up  to  the  sys- 
tem of  holding  the  lifting  board  to  the  hammer  with  wedges  as 
represented  by  drawing,  Figs.  3  and  4  These  have  been  in  use 
now  for  many  years  with  entire  satisfaction. 
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DCLXV.* 

WATER-POWER— ITS  GENERATION  AND   TRANS- 
MISSION. 

BT  tAMUSL  VCBBBR,  CHABLBflTOWN,  N.  H. 

(Memb«r  of  the  Society.) 

Ak  examination  of  the  detailed  schedule  of  subjects  submitted 
by  the  Council,  as  desirable  topics  on  which  to  prepare  papers 
for  the  current  year,  has  induced  the  writer  to  oflfer  the  following 
notes  on  the  first  portion  of  the  data  requested  by  said  schedule, 
which,  it  seems  to  him,  it  is  desirable  to  preserve  in  such  perma- 
nent form  as  will  be  given  them  by  a  place  in  the  Transac- 
tions, 

The  first  topics  suggested,  the  storage  of  water  supply,  and  the 
cost  of  its  development  and  maintenance,  seem  to  belong  more 
particularly  to  the  civil  than  to  the  mechanical  branch  of  the 
engineering  profession  ;  but  as  the  utilization  is  mechanical,  and 
the  whole  matter  is  intimately  connected,  it  seems  proper  to  offer  a 
few  general  notes  on  the  subject  of  the  supply  of  water  necessary 
for  its  mechanical  utilization. 

The  engineers,  who  have  been  for  many  years  engaged  in  the 
question  of  water-supply  for  large  cities,  have  laid  it  down  as  an 
established  fact  that,  by  means  of  proper  and  complete  storage 
basins,  onCf-half  the  annual  rainfall  may  be  thus  saved,  the  other 
half  being  either  absorbed  by  vegetation  or  dissipated  by  evapo- 
ration. 

This  amount  has  been  usually  estimated  for  our  northern  cities 
as  1,000,000  gallons  per  day  from  each  square  mile  of  drainage 
area,  or  one-half  an  annual  rainfall  of  42  inches,  which  is  a  fair 
average  for  the  larger  part  of  the  United  States,  east  of  Kansas 
and  Nebraska,  rising,  according  to  Blodgett,  as  high  as  50  and  56 
inches,  in  parts  of  the  southwestern  States,  but  a  safe  estimate 

•Preaented  at  the  New  York  meeting  (December,  1895)  of  the  American 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the 
TranmicHonB . 
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for  the  area  of  drainages  from  the  great  Appalachian  range,  which 
is  as  wide  an  area  as  we  propose  to  consider  in  this  paper. 

It  will  be  readily  seen  that  this  annual  rainfall  of  42  inches 
amounts  to  nearly  732,000,000  gallons  on  a  square  mile,  so  that 
1,000,000  gallons  per  day  is  dmost  exactly  half  of  it.  To  secure 
this  half,  however,  requires  the  most  complete  and  perfect  system 
of  storage  basins  possible,  and  it  is  not  safe  to  calculate  on  such 
an  amount  as  being  available  for  water-power  by  any  possible  and 
economical  means  of  storage. 

It  is  possible,  however,  by  practicable  means  of  storage,  to 
secure  about  one-third  of  the  rainfall,  and  as  water  for  power 
purposes  is  usually  measured  in  cubic  feet  per  minute,  or  per 
second,  instead  of  gallons,  we  will  now  adopt  that  mode  of 
computation. 

An  annual  rainfall  of  42  inches  is  equal  to  267,409  cubic  feet 
per  day  on  a  square  mile,  or  3.09  cubic  feet  per  second,  and  if  we 
take  one-third  of  this,  or  1  cubic  foot  per  second,  from  each  square 
mile  of  drainage  area,  we  arrive  at  the  supply  which  can  usually^ 
by  the  aid  of  storage,  be  relied  upon. 

The  late  James  B.  Frauds,  for  many  years  the  engineer  of  the 
Locks  and  Canals  Company,  at  Lowell,  on  the  Merrimac  Biver,  once 
gave  me  the  following  data,  as  the  result  of  many  years'  observa- 
tion of  the  flow  of  the  Merrimac  Biver,  which,  however,  does  not 
take  in  the  few  days  of  '*  spring  freshets,"  when  the  snow  is  going 
ofif  from  the  mountains,  and  the  river  so  high  and  swollen  as  to  be 
practically  unmeasurable : 

Spring  flow =  90  cubic  feet  per  minute  per  square  mile. 

**  June  flow,*'  about  the  average. .  .55        **  "  ** 

Minimum  flow  in  Aug.  and  Sept..  .30        '*  "  " 

The  minimum  flow  has,  however,  been  less  than  that  once  or 
twice  in  recent  years,  as,  in  1881,  it  was  only  26.7  cubic  feet  per 
square  mile  drainage  area,  or  .445  cubic  foot  per  second.  This 
diminution  has  been  due  to  the  destruction  of  the  forests  around 
the  head-waters  of  the  river,  and  such  forest  destruction  must  be 
borne  in  mind  by  every  engineer  as  a  probability,  when  making 
estimates  on  a  projected  water-power. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  30  cubic  feet  per  minute,  or  0.50  cubic 
foot  per  second,  the  minimum  flow,  is  but  one-sixth  of  the  rainfall, 
and  in  order  to  secure  the  one-third,  which  I  have  considered  as 
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available,  a  sufficient  "  pondage  "  must  be  secured  above  the  dam, 
at  the  proposed  water-power,  or  in  some  other  convenient  loca- 
tion, to  store  the  night  flow,  if  the  water  is  used  in  the  daytime, 
or  vice  veraa^  so  as  to  get  a  double  quantity  during  working  hours 
without;  too  much  diminution  of  the  working  head. 

This  is  practically  accomplished  at  Lowell,  where  the  observa- 
tions on  the  water-power  of  the  Merrimac  River  have  been  longer 
continued  and  are  more  complete  than  any  others  of  which  I  am 
aware,  by  the  pond  made  by  the  dam.  This  pond  is  18  miles 
long,  with  an  average  width  of  500  feet.  The  drainage  area  of  the 
Merrimac,  above  Lowell,  is  4,098  square  miles,  and  if  we  take  the 
minimum  ^ow  as  0.50  cubic  foot  per  second,  we  have  a  total  flow 
of  2,000  cubic  feet  per  second. 

Ool.  James  Francis,  who  has  succeeded  his  father  as  agent  and 
Engineer  of  the  Locks  and  Canals  Company,  informs  me  that,  with 
3  feet  of  "  flash  boards  "  on  the  dam,  giving  a  fall  of  34  feet,  they 
can  store  in  this  pond,  at  a  depth  of  1.50  feet,  71,874,000  cubic 
feet  of  water,  which,  if  drawn  down  the  18  inches  in  10  hours, 
would  give  them  6,165  horse-power,  which,  added  to  the  daily  flow 
of  the  same  2,000  cubic  feet,  would  give  at  low  water  a  total  of 
12,330  horse-power.  The  original  estimate  of  the  power  available 
at  Lowell  was  10,000  horse-power  on  30  feet  fall ;  but  by  raising 
the  dam  above,  and  removing  obstructions  below,  this  power  has 
been  increased,  as  shown. 

The  net  effect  of  the  present  turbines  in  Lowell  is  here  taken 
at  80  per  cent.  There  are,  however,  in  place,  at  Lowell,  turbines 
enough  to  utilize  20,000  horse-power,  for  which  water  is  furnished 
for  a  portion  of  the  year,  but  which  have  to  be  supplemented  by 
steam-engines,  to  supply  the  deficiency,  when  the  water  is  reduced 
to  the  minimum  flow,  as  above  quoted. 

Li  addition  to  this,  the  mills  at  Lowell,  Lawrence,  and  Manches- 
ter, N.  H.,  have  also  derived  great  benefit  from  the  use  of  the 
water  stored  in  Lakes  Winnepesaukee  and  Winnesquam,  in  New 
Hampshire,  where  the  outlets  were  deepened,  and  weirs  and  gates 
put  in  below,  enabling  the  water-power  companies  to  draw  down 
these  lakes  in  the  summer  to  a  depth  of  12  feet  below  the  full 
height  in  spring,  or  6  feet  below  their  normal  summer  level.  The 
area  of  these  lakes  above  the  Lake  Company's  dam  is  71.8  square 
miles ;  and  Colonel  Francis  gives  me  the  following  data  of  the 
amount  of  water  furnished  by  them  for  several  consecutive 
years: 
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«^.,  Horse-Power  Famished  Depth  Drawn 

^^^'  for  8  Months.  at  Lake. 

1878.  659 4.20  feet. 

1879.  809 6.16    *' 

1880.  1,299 8.28    ** 

1881.  1,600 10.20    *• 

1882.  1,506 9.60    '* 

1883.  282 1.80    " 

1884.  1,846 11.76    " 

1885.  69 0.44    •* 

1880.  1.067 6.80    '* 

1887.  0 0. 

The  variation  in' seasons  is  seen  to  be  considerable. 

Leaving  this  branch  of  the  subject,  with  the  repetition  of  the 
statement  that,  by  storage,  one-third  of  the  rainfall  can  be  relied 
on  for  power  for  day  or  night,  I  now  take  up  the  question  of  turbines. 

The  modem  turbine  is  the  evolution  of  ages  from  two  distinct- 
types,  one  of  which  delivers  the  water  in  a  tangential  direction  to 
radial  arms  or  vanes,  projecting  from  a  central  shaft,  without  con- 
fining it  in  any  way ;  the  other  conveyed  it  in  a  closed  tube  to 
hollow  radial  arms,  through  which  it  passed,  and,  leaving  them  in 
a  tangential  direction,  gave,  by  the  reaction  pressure,  a  rotary 
motion  to  the  whole  apparatus. 

We  can  trace  both  systems  back  to  such  remote  antiquity  that 
it  is  useless  to  attempt  to  find  the  origin  ;  and  as  the  principal 
developments  of  both  have  been  made  within  the  present  century, 
we  need  go  back  no  farther.  As  we  shall  devote  much  less  time 
to  the  second  of  these  types,  or  the  "outwarddischarge,"  we  shall 
consider  it  first,  and  simply  refer  to  the  well-known  "Barker 
Mill,"  or  the  "  Whitelaw  &  Sterret,"  sometimes  called  the  "Archi- 
medean "  wheel,  as  the  first  modem  type  of  this  style. 

In  1827  Mr.  Foumeyron  applied  this  principle  of  the  outward 
discharge  from  a  pipe  to  a  wheel  with  curved  buckets  placed  out- 
side of  the  apertures  of  discharge,  so  as  to  receive  the  water  in  a 
dii'ection  perpendicular  to  the  first  and  inner  element  of  the  curve, 
which  appears  to  be  practically  cycloidal,  and  which,  revolving 
from  the  action  of  the  water,  finally  discharged  it  at  its  outer  ele- 
ment at  the  circumference,  with  its  force  exhausted  ;  i.  e.,  the  best 
results  obtained  from  this  form  of  turbine  were  shown  by  Mr. 
Francis,  in  his  "  Hydraulic  Experiments,"  to  be  when  the  circum- 
ference of  the  wheel  at  the  point  of  discharge  had  reached  the 
velocity  due  to  the  water  under  the  fall,  or  62  per  cent,  of  the 
theoretical  velocity  due  the  head,  from  the  action  of  gravity,  this 
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being  the  result' of  what  is  known  as  the  **  contracted  vein."  At 
this  velocity  of  the  wheel  the  water  falls  away  dead  into  the  pit, 
to  take  a  new  direction  dae  to  the  fall  in  the  ^^  tail-race.'' 

In  the  Fourneyron  turbine,  the  tube,  or  feeder,  which  supplied 
the  water,  was  closed  at  the  bottom  by  a  concave  cone  surround- 
ing the  wheel  shaft,  which  passed  up  through  it  in  a  pipe,  and 
was  not  elposed  to  the  water.  This  cone  was  surrounded  by  a 
number  of  guide  plates,  curved  like  the  buckets,  but  in  the  oppo- 
site direction,  and  fastened  to  the  cone  ;  and  these  delivered  the 
water  to  the  buckets  in  the  proper  tangential  direction.  This  first 
turbine  of  1827  was  followed  by  another,  in  1834,  of  7  or  8  horse- 
power, which  worked  at  times  under  a  head  of  only  9  inches. 

Then  came  several  others,  under  higher  heads,  of  63,  79,  126, 
and  144  feet  respectively,  giving  from  71  to  87  per  cent  net  effect 
of  the  power  of  the  water. 

In  1837  came  the  celebrated  one  of  St.  Blasien,  20  inches  in 
diameter,  weighing  105  pounds,  under  a  head  of  72  feet,  and  this 
was  followed  by  one  of  13  inches  diameter,  under  a  head  of  354 
feet.  The  width  of  this  wheel  across  the  buckets  was  otlj  0.225 
inch^  and  it  made  2,200  to  2,300  revolutions  per  minute.  It  is 
said  to  have  driven  8,000  cotton  spindles,  with  the  other  accessory 
machinery,  which  would  require  from  100  to  120  horse-power,  and 
to  have  given  from  80  to  85  per  cent,  net  effect.  The  apertures 
of  the  buckets  were  so  small,  however,  that  the  water  was  all  fil- 
tered before  entering  the  feeder,  to  avoid  clogging  them. 

The  success  of  these  wheels  led  to  their  introduction  to  this 
country  by  the  late  Uriah  A.  Boyden,  who  placed  the  first  ones 
in  Lowell,  in  1844,  and  these  were  rapidly  followed  by  others, 
until  their  use  became  almost  general  in  the  large  manufacturing 
towns  of  New  England.  Those  built  under  Mr.  Boyden's  instruc- 
tions gave  as  high  as  80  per  cent,  net  effect,  and  he  claimed  to 
have  got  88  per  cent,  at  the  Atlantic  Mills  in  Lawrence. 

Their  manufacture  was  taken  up  by  a  number  of  builders,  but 
they  did  not  all  obtain  such  high  results,  and  owing  to  the  multi- 
tude of  buckets,  with  the  small  apertures,  they  were  liable  to 
become  choked  by  chips  and  leaves  and  other  floating  obstruc- 
tions, not  to  speak  of  fish  ;  for  at  Fall  River  the  first  turbines  are 
said  to  have  been  stopped  by  eels,  on  their  annual  migrations  to 
the  sea,  from  Watuppa  Lake. 

The  net  effect  at  partial  gate  was  also  very  poor,  owing  to 
cutting  off  the  water  by  the  sharp  edge  of  a  cylinder,  as  shown  by 
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the  writer  in  a  paper  presented  to  this  Society,  and  included  in 
Volume  in.  of  the  Trcmsactions.* 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  obviate  this  by  introducing  dia- 
phragms in  the  buckets,  so  that  only  a  part  of  the  backet  is 
affected  by  this  sharp  cut-off,  and  this  is  shown  in  the  Swiss  tur- 
bines, now  being  introduced  at  Niagara  Falls,  but  this  division 
only  reduces  the  dimensions  of  the  apertures,  and  renders  them 
more  liable  to  choke  from  obstructions.  This  form  of  wheel,  as 
built  by  Mr.  Boyden,  was  also  enormously  expensive,  and  they 
have  generally  given  place,  as  they  wore  out,  in  forty  or  more  years' 
use,  to  the  "  inward  and  downward  flow  "  turbine,  which  we  shall 
now  proceed  to  trace.  This,  as  we  said  in  the  outset,  comes  from 
the  old  "flutter-wheel"  of  radial  vanes  inserted  in  a  central 
shaft,  which  supported  a  grindstone,  or  "  millstone,"  on  top  of  it, 
and  which  is  one  of  the  earliest  traces  of  mechanical  application 
of  force  to  be  found  in  history,  India,  Egypt,  Syria,  and  Europe 
all  appear  to  have  used  this  primitive  water-wheel  to  grind  their 
com.  It  is  impossible  to  determine  when  the  modifications  of 
this  forfa  began,  but,  in  1804,  a  patent  signed  by  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son  was  granted  to  Benjamin  Tyler,  of  Lebanon,  N.  H.,  for  "an 
improvement  in  water-wheels,"  in  which  he  claimed  "hooping  the 
wheel  with  iron  hoops,"  and  specified  the  proper  angle  at  which 
to  set  the  buckets,  **  made  of  winding  timber." 

Similar  improvements  were  early  made  in  the  mountainous  dis- 
tricts of  France,  where  metal  buckets,  curved  either  vertically  or 
horizontally,  were  bolted  to  a  central  shaft,  and  were  known  either 
as  "  rouets  a  cuve  "  or  "  rouets  volantSy^  and  in  common  parlance 
with  us  were  known  as  "tub  wheels."  The  water  was  applied 
to  all  these  wheels  "  tangentially,"  by  a  trunk  or  spout  which 
delivered  it  at  the  circumference.  Next,  this  trunk  was  made  in 
the  form  of  an  Archimedean  scroll,  which  applied  the  water  equally 
all  around  the  wheel,  the  top  being  closed,  and  the  discharge  at 
the  bottom.  A  wheel  of  this  sort  was  patented  by  John  Tyler, 
grandson  of  "  Benjamin,"  above  referred  to,  in  1855.  I  have  no 
record  of  the  dates  of  the  European  improvements  in  this  direc- 
tion, but,  as  early  as  1843,  Elwood  Morris,  of  Philadelphia,  experi- 
mented with  and  reported  on  what  is  generally  known  as  the 
"  Jonval  turbine,"  in  which  the  radial  buckets  are  curved  verti- 
cally, and  the  water  directed  to  them  by  a  set  of  stationary  guides, 

♦  '•  Efficiency  of  Turbines  as  AflTected  by  Fonn  of  Gate,"  Vol.  III.,  p.  84,  No.  61. 
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carved  in  the  opposite  direction,  and  fixed  to  the  in|prior  of  the  tube 
or  feeder  which  supplied  the  water.  This  form  of  wheel  has  also 
been  known  as  the  "  Koechlin,"  "  Fontaine/*  and  as  the  "  Froment " 
turbine ;  the  name  of  "  Jonval,"  I  believe,  only  applies  properly 
to  the  ^^  draught  tube  "  arrangement,  which  was  patented  in  this 
country  by  Zebulon.and  Amasa  Parker,  of  Licking,  O.,  in  1840. 

These  wheels  were  sometimes,  in  cases  of  low  heads,  set  directly 
in  the  bottom  of  the  wooden  flume  or  forebay,  in  other  cases  sup- 
plied by  an  iron  feeder  pipe.  The  Froment  turbine,  which  the 
writer  saw  in  the  London  "  Crystal  Palace  "  of  1851,  was  of  the 
former  character,  and  the  gates  were  a  series  of  "  plungers,**  which 
fitted  down  between  the  guides.  J.  P.  Collins,  of  Norwich,  Conn., 
has  adopted  this  form  of  gate ;  others,  as  Mr.  Geyelin,  of  PhiladeL 
phia,  have  used  what  is  known  as  the  register  gate,  a  term  derived 
from  the  common  hot-air  heating  apparatus.  Still  another  form 
has  been  a  sliding  telescopic  tube,  outside,  which  throttles  the 
water  after  leaving  the  wheel,  and  seems  to  the  writer  objec- 
tionable, but  has  been  applied  to  the  turbines  at  Niagara. 

This  class  of  wheels,  known  as  the  "downward  flow,"  has 
proved  eflfective  and  economical,  and  they  are  particularly  suited 
for  large  and  constant  powers  at  low  heads,  but  are  deficient  at 
partial  gat^,  if  the  gate  is  of  the  register  or  telescope  pattern. 
The  writer  has  obtained  84  per  cent,  net  effect  with  two 
"  Gteyelin  '*  turbines,  in  different  localities,  when  at  "  full  gate." 

We  must  now  turn  to  a  different  form  of  wheel,  the  "  inward 
flow,"  patented  in  1838  by  Samuel  B.  Howd,  of  Geneva,  N.  T. 
Li  this  the  action  of  the  Foumeyron  wheel  is  reversed,  and  the 
convei^ng  guides,  which  were  straight,  were  placed  outside  the 
wheel,  which  had  curved  buckets,  revolving  inside  the  guides,  and 
was,  in  fact,  only  one  form  of  the  old  "  tub  wheel."  Mr.  Francis 
has  stated  (see  "  Hydraulic  Experiments ")  that  a  similar  wheel 
was  suggested  by  General  Poncelet,  in  1826. 

In  the  Howd  wheel,  the  regulating  gates  were  placed  outside 
the  guides  or  "chutes."  The  buckets  were  cast  iron,  fastened 
by  bolts  to  wooden  top  and  base  plates,  and  the  discharge  was 
central. 

In  1849  Mr.  Francis  took  this  matter  up,  and  built,  for  the 
Boott  Mills  in  Lowell,  an  inward  discharge  wheel,  in  which  he 
employed  the  carefully  designed  curves  of  the  "  Boyden  "  wheel, 
and  which  gave  excellent  results,  nearly  equal  to  those  of  the  out- 
ward discharge. 
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This  type  of ^ward  discharge  gave  much  greater  facilities  for 
operating  the  gates,  and  was  followed  by  a  number  of  variations, 
notably  the  "  American  Turbine,'*  of  Stout,  Mills  &  Temple,  of 
Dayton,  O.,  in  which  the  form  of  gate  adopted  gave  much 
better  results  than  were  obtained  when  partially  closed,  by  the 
cylinder  between  the  guides  and  buckets,  which  Mr.  Francis 
copied  from  Mr.  Boyden.  This  wheel  at  the  Boott  Mills  lasted 
until  1875,  when  it  was  replaced  by  a  "  Swain  wheel."  In  1855 
A.  M.  Swain,  a  mechanic  who  had  been  employed  at  the  Lowell 
machine-shop  in  the  construction  of  the  Boyden  and  Francis 
wheels,  conceived  an  idea  which  produced  the  prototype  and 
exemplar  of  all  the  modem  American  turbines.  He  combined 
the  inward  and  downward  flow  wheels,  curving  the  buckets  both 
laterally  and  vertically,  and  discharging  the  water  mainly  down- 
ward, where  a  reversed  curve  in  the  base  on  which  the  wheel 
rested  threw  it  outward  again,  so  that  the  path  of  the  water  was 
a  semicircle.  He  adopted  a  form  of  gate  which,  instead  of 
cutting  oflf  the  water  abruptly,  closed  the  orifice  by  which  it 
entered  the  wheel,  by  lifting  the  lower  side  of  the  tube,  so  as 
to  contract  the  passage,  which  still  retained  a  rounded  aperture. 
The  result  produced  by  this  was  marvellous ;  instead  of  30  per 
cent,  effect  at  part  gate,  or  half  water,  he  got  66  per  cent.,  and 
83.4  per  cent,  at  full  gate,  when  the  wheel  was  finally  perfected 
in  1875. 

The  Swain  wheel  had,  however,  given  an  excellent  result  as  far 
back  as  1862,  and  from  that  date  down  to  about  1878  the  number 
of  turbines  was  legion,  in  all  sorts  of  variations  of  curve  of 
bucket  and  form  of  gate,  but  all  containing  the  same  general 
features  of  inward  and  downward  discharge.  Of  these,  the 
Leffel  wheel  combined  both  forms  of  bucket,  separated  by  a 
diaphragm  in  the  same  wheel,  and  has  given  excellent  effects. 

The  general  result  of  this  change  from  the  Foumeyron  type, 
as  first  introduced,  has  been  to  furnish  th6  pubKc  with  turbines 
of  equal  power  in  one-half  the  space  and  at  one-fifth  the  cost, 
being  single  castings  of  iron  or  bronze,  instead  of  built  up  of  many 
parts.  The  general  line  of  evolution,  beginning  with  the  Swain 
wheel,  has  been  that  of  fewer  and  deeper  buckets,  with  wider 
openings,  to  avoid  obstruction  by  floating  matter,  and  in  some  of 
the  wheels,  like  the  "Hercules,"  the  narrow  openings  of  the 
** chutes"  have  been  retained,  preventing  such  matter  from 
entering  the  wheel  itself. 
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This  latter  wheel  brings  us  to  the  date  of  1876,  when  what  is 
known  as  the  "new  departure"  wheels  were  introduced.  The 
first  of  these  was  the  "  Hercules,"  designed  by  John  B.  McCormick, 
x>f  Brookville,  Pa.,  who  brought  it  to  the  Holyoke  Testing  Flume 
to  be  tried,  and  the  results  were  such  that  the  Holyoke  Machine 
Company  at  once  entered  into  its  manufacture. 

The  principal  feature  of  this  wheel  was  a  much  smaller  diam- 
eter, with  longer  buckets  and  deeper  openings,  for  any  proposed 
amount  of  power. 

This  wheel  was  at.  once  followed  by  the  "  Victor,"  made  by 
Stilwell  &  Bierce,  of  Dayton,  O.,  on  the  same  general  lines, 
but  differing  in  form  of  bucket  and  gate ;  and  many  of  the  older 
wheels  have  been  since  changed  or  improved  in  the  same  direc- 
tion, and  the  following  table  will  show  the  difference  in  quantity 
of  water  used  and  power  obtained  by  a  number  of  wheels  of 
nearly  the  same  diameter,  under  the  same  head  of  26  feet,  be- 
ginning with  the  "  Boy  den  Foumeyron,*'  and  ending  with  the 
"Victor:" 

Inches,  Cubic  F^et  Water  Hone- 

DlAmeter.  per  Sec.  Power. 

Borden  FoameTion d6  22.95  55 

Riedon d6  85.45  89 

Risdon  ••  L.  C." 86  48.27  121 

Ri8don"D.C." 86  80  199 

Leff el.  Standard 85  40.45  96 

Leffel,  Special 85  60  148 

Tyler 86  40.7  95.8 

Swain 86  68.2  140 

Hunt,  •*  Swain  bucket " 86  48,8  121 

Hunt,  New  Style 80  98  289.74 

Lcffel,  "Samson" 85  109.1  264 

"Hercules" 86  107.6  258.5 

"Victor" 85  108.8  266 

New  Swain 86  89.5  215 

This  enormous  difference  in  productive  effect  in  wheels  of  the 
same  diameter  shows  the  great  economy  of  the  later  type  of  tur- 
bines, particularly  as  all  the  wheels  above  named  have  a  proved 
efficiency  of  80  per  cent.,  and  some  of  them  have  given  more ;  such 
as  87  per  cent  for  the  Risdon,  tested  by  Mr.  Edward  Sawyer,  of 
Boston,  at  Crompton,  R.  L,  and  by  the  writer  at  the  Centennial ; 
87  per  cent,  for  the  "  Hercules,"  tested  by  Professor  Thurston  ;  84 
per  cent,  for  the  Collins,  by  the  same  authority ;  84  per  cent,  nearly 
for  the  Swain,  by  Mr.  Francis  ;  84  per  cent,  for  the  Geyelin  and 
the  Hunt,  tested  by  the  writer,  and  88  per  cent,  for  a  15-inch 
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^*  Victor,'*  by  the  same,  but  this  was  so  small  a  wheel  that  the 
test  cannot  be  depended  on.  Later  tests  of  large  wheels  at  the 
Holyoke  Flame  give  over  80  per  cent.,  and  to  these  may  be  added 
the  "  Success  "  of  E.  Morgan  Smith,  York,  Pa.,  and  the  "  Homidi- 
rey/'  Keene,  N.  H.,  and  the  wheel  of  Gates  Curtis  of  (^dens- 
burg,  N.  T.,  also  the  "  New  American,"  of  the  Dayton  Globe  Iron 
Works,  J)ayton,  O.  Here  all  questions  of  selection  must  be  gOT- 
erned  by  other  reasons  than  that  of  mere  efficiency,  as  all  the 
aboTC  seventeen  wheels  have  been  proved  to  give  80  per  cent 
or  over  net  effect.  Nearly  all  these  wheels  have  been  adapted  to 
horizontal  shafts,  for  high  heads,  where  the  belt  pulleys  can  be 
kept  out  of  water,  and  so  far  as  they  have  been  tested  show  no 
difference  in  economy  from  that  given  on  vertical  shafts.  A 
"  Hunt "  wheel,  tested  by  Mr.  Francis  in  sUuy  in  a  mill  at  Lowell, 
only  varied  a  fraction  of  ^  of  1  per  cent,  on  a  horizontal  shaft,  from 
the  result  obtained  on  a  vertical  one  by  Mr.  Herschel,  at  the 
Testing  Flume  in  Holyoke. 

While  the  writer  has  expressed  a  preference  for  the  *'  downward 
flow  *'  wheel  when  the  head  was  low,  and  bevel  gears  necessary, 
he  would  prefer  the  new  type  of  small  diameter  wheels  for  hori- 
zontal shafts  under  high  heads,  as  they  give  a  greater  initial 
velocity  to  the  shafting,  the  friction  of  bevel  gears  is  avoided,  and 
if  set  in  pairs,  to  thrust  against  each  other,  step  friction,  which  is 
very  destructive  in  muddy  streams,  is  also  done  away  with. 

The  first  instance  in  which  turbines  were  placed  in  pairs  in 
this  manner,  in  the  writer's  memory,  was  in  1875,  when  A.  M. 
Swain  installed  a  pair  at  Ticonderoga,  N.  Y.,  which  were  very 
successful.  Since  then  all  the  prominent  wheel  builders  have 
adopted  it,  and  it  has  become  very  general  in  all  cases  where  the 
head  was  sufficient  to  keep  the  pulleys  out  of  water.  It  also  gives 
the  advantage  of  easy  and  immediate  access  to  the  wheel  for  ex- 
amination or  repairs,  by  a  manhole  in  the  case,  if  the  head-gates 
to  the  feeder  are  closed.  The  writer  installed  a  pair  of  Bisdon 
turbines  for  the  Nashua  Manufacturing  Company  in  this  way 
some  time  since,  and,  asking  the  man  who  had  charge  of  them, 
after  two  years'  use,  "  If  anything  had  been  required  to  be  done  to 
them?"  he  answered,  ** Nothing  but  to  oil  the  stuffing-boxes, 
and  open  and  shut  the  gates."  Like  all  other  water-wheels,  the 
turbine  is  somewhat  slow  in  answering  to  regulation  under  a 
variable  load,  as  it  takes  more  time  to  open  and  close  the  gates 
than  it  does  to  trip  the  *^  cut-off "  in  a  Corliss  engine,  but  both 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WATEB-POWER— ITS  GENERATION   AND  TRANSMISSION.         51 

the  "  Snow  "  and  "  Sohofield "  governors  are  very  eflfective,  and 
can  be  recommended. 

Since  writing  the  above  a  new  hydraulic  "Governor,"  the 
*'  Lombarde/'  has  been  introduced ;  but  the  writer  has  no  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  its  efficiency^  although  it  is  highly  com- 
mended. * 

Among  the  other  points  mentioned  in  the  schedule  is  the  test- 
ing of  turbines  ^'  in  situ,^  and  in  regard  to  this  the  writer  would 
say  that  a  few  points  need  careful  attention.  The  friction  pulley 
should  be  fi^iged,  to  keep  the  brake  in  place,  and  amply  strong, 
and  a  safe  size  for  it  is  to  aUow  1  square  foot  of  surface  motion  per 
second  for  every  3,000  foot-pounds  per  second  lifted ;  this  gives  a 
pressure  of  a  little  over  20  pounds  per  square  inch.  The  brake 
should  be  of  timber,  fitted  to  the  pulley,  one-third  the  circum- 
ference on  each  edge,  leaving  two  openings  of  one-sixth  circum- 
ference for  lubrication.  The  best  lubricant  is  strong,  thick 
43oapsuds,  about  the  consistency  of  molasses,  and  this  should  be 
<sonstantly  fed  from  a  can  or  cans  in  a  stream  the  size  of  a  quill, 
and  may  be  diluted  in  use  by  a  jet  of  cold  water  from  a  hose  or 
pipe,  played  in  through  the  openings,  to  cool  the  pulley.  The 
brake  lever  is  most  convenient  if  made  the  radius  of  either  a 
33-foot  or  a  66-foot  circle ;  that  is,  practically,  5  feet  3  inches  or  10 
feet  6  inches  long  from  centre  of  shaft  to  point  of  attachment  of 
weight.  The  whole  apparatus  should  be  perfectly  balanced  at 
rest  before  commencing  operations. 

With  a  worm  shaft  and  gear,  tapped  in  to  the  wheel  shaft,  so 
as  to  ring  a  bell  every  one  hundred  ^revolutions,  the  speed  is  ascer- 
tained, and  the  weight  in  the  scale  being  known,  the  horse-power 
is  quickly  calculated.  Professor  Thurston's  paper  on  "Turbine 
Testing,"  in  Vol.  VIII.  of  the  Transactional  and  Mr.  Francis's  "  Hy- 
draulic Experiments,"  give  data  as  to  the  measurement  of  water, 
if  the  fiet  effect  of  the  wheelis  also  to  be  arrived  at,  but  it  would 
cover  space  unnecessarily  to  go  into  those  details  here. 

When  we  come  to  the  matter  of  cost,  we  find  it  to  vary  much  in 
different  localities,  according  to  the  expense  of  development.  The 
cost  at  Lowell,  when  the  first  "  mill  powers  *'  were  opened,  had 
been  only  $40  per  horse-power,  for  dam,  land,  and  canals.  This 
was  increased  $50  per  horse-power  by  the  new  canal,  which  gave 
more  certain  head,  and  enabled  the  mills  to  use  the  surplus  water 
which  ran  to  waste  part  of  the  year,  and  the  total  cost  has  prob- 
ably been  $100  per  horse-power,  to  which  another  $100  is  to  be 
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added  for  the  expensive  Boyden  wheels  and  massive  masonry 
pits.  At  Augusta,  Ga.,  the  canals,  nine  miles  long,  cost  the  city, 
which  leases  the  power,  $90  p^r  horse-power.  At  Columbia,  S.  C, 
for  five  miles  of  canals  the  cost  to  the  city  has  been  $72  per 
horse-power. 

In  many  cases  of  smaller  enterprises  it  has  been  less  than  $50 
per  horse-power,  and  the  total  cost,  including  wheels  and  pits,  less 
than  $100,  and  we  will  now  give  the  data  of  the  cost  of  water- 
power  as  developed  within  recent  years  at  three  diflferent  points, 
showing  the  outlay,  and  a  fair  allowance  for  interest  and  running 
expenses. 

The  first  instance  we  shall  give  is  that  of  the  Concord  Water 
Power  Company,  on  the  Merrimac  Biver,  at  Concord,  N.  H.  Here 
the  power  developed  is  at  a  minimum  3,300  horse-power,  on  an  aver- 
age 5,000  horse-power  from  a  fall  of  22  feet.  The  wheels  are 
''  Bodney  Hunt "  turbines,  set  in  pairs  on  horizontal  shafts  of  400 
horse-power  each.     The  cost  has  been  as  follows : 

700  Acres  Land,  and  Flowage  Rights |  20,00d 

Dam  and  Abntmeuts. 141,015 

Canal ,  00  fee  t  w  ide 37, 868 

.    Head  Gates ^ 16,676 

Waste  Weir .' 5,220 

Making  an  investment  for  water  of ^ |210,27d 

or  $63.72  for  the  minimum  amount  of  power,  or  $42.05  for  the 
average  amount  of  power.  T?o  this  is  to  be  added,  pits  and  foun- 
dations put  in  for  2,000  horse-power,  $15,000,  or  $7.50  per  horse- 
power ;  wheels  put  in  for  1,600  horse-power,  $12,225,  or  $7.66  per 
horse-power — making  a  total,  for  the  minimum  flow  of  water,  of 
$78.88  per  horse-power,  and  for  the  average  flow,  of  $57.75  per 
horse-power. 

Kow,  if  we  base  our  calculation  of  cost  on  the  minimum  flow, 
and  allow  interest,  5  per  cent.,  sinking  fund,  2^  per  cent,  repairs, 
IJ  per  cent.,  taxes,  etc.,  1  per  cent.,  we  get  a  total  annual  cost  of 
10  per  cent.,  or  $7.89  per  horse-power,  to  which  add  oil  and  attend- 
ance, 75  cents,  making  $8.64. 

As  this  power  is  to  be  transmitted,  in  part,  at  least,  to  Concord 
by  electricity,  the  cost  of  such  transmission,  on  which  I  do  not 
assume  to  be  authority,  will  have  to  be  added  to  this.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  to  be  partially  used  near  at  hand,  it  is  safe  to  say 
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that  the  cost  of  kansmissipn  by -shafts  and  belts  would  Bot  increase 
it  to  over  $10  per  horse-power. 

If  we  assume  the  average  flow  of  5,000  hpirse-power  the  cost 
of  the  power  at  the  wheels  would  be  only  $5.72,  but  we  should 
then  require  the  additional  expense  of  a  steam  plant,  and  its 
operation,  to  produce  the  1,700  horse-power  deficiency  at  low 
water. 

We  will  now  take  a  large  southern  mill,  the  John  P.  King,  at 
Augusta,  Ga.  Here  the  water  is  purchased  of  the  city  at  a  rental 
of  $5.50  per  annum  per  gross  horse-power. 

The  wheels  are  3  Geyelin  turbines,  on  vertical  shafts  with  bevel 
gears,  estimated  at  1,836.5  gross  horse-power.  These  wheels,  by 
my  own  test  in  situ,  netted  84  per  cent.  Calling  the  average  80 
per  cent,  it  gives  1,468  net  horse-power.  This  cost  of  plant  was 
for  wheel-pits,  42  feet  deep,  in  rock,  head  race,  200  by  40,  tail 
race,  800  feet  to  river,  about  $25,000,  and  the  wheels  and  jack 
shaft  cost  the  same,  or  $50,000  in  all.  This,  for  1,468  net  horse- 
power, is  $34.20  per  horse-power,  or,  at  10  per  cent.,  $3.42 ;  water 
rent,  $5.50  on  1,835.5  gross  horse-power,  equal,  net,  $6.88 ;  attend- 
ance and  oil,  76  cents  ;  making  a  total  cost  of  $11.06. 

The  next  case  is  also  a  southern  one,  that  of  the  Columbia 
Mills,  at  Columbia,  S.  C.  Here  the  water  is  also  leased,  at  a  rental 
of  $5  per  horse-power.  For  quantities  less  than  500  horse-pdwer, 
the  charge  is  $7.  The  fall  is  27  feet,  and  the  power  is  furnished 
by  "  Victor  "  turbines,  on  horizontal  shafts,  and  is  transmitted  by 
electricity  to  the  mills. 

Quicksands  made  the  wheel-pits  very  expensive,  by  the  quan- 
tity of  concrete  masonry  required,  so  that  for  all  expenses  of  pits, 
races,  power-house,  etc.,  we  have  $55,000  for  2,000  horse-power. 
The  wheels  cost  $20,000  more,  so  that  we  have  a  total  expenditure 
of  $75,000  for  2,000  horse-power,  or  $37.50  per  horse-power.  This, 
at  10  per  cent.,  as  before,  gives  $3.75  per  horse-power ;  water  rent, 
$5  per  horse-power ;  attendance  and  oil,  76  cents ;  making  a  cost 
at  wheels  of  $9.60  per  horse-power. 

As  the  water  rent  paid  in  the  last  two  cases  covers  interest  and 
depreciation,  while  the  cities  which  furnish  the  water  also  obtain 
their  own  supply  for  other  purposes,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  covers 
the  cost,  and  Uiat  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Samuel  Batchelder,  fifty 
years  ago,  that  the  cost  of  water-power  in  Lowell,  including  land, 
was  under  $15  per  annum  per  horse-power,  was  substantially  cor- 
rect and  will  cover  the  cost  of  water-power  with  modem  turbines, 
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under  fair  oircnmstances,  to-day,  with  plenty  of  room  to  spare  for 
heating. 

The  writer  trusts  that  these  notes  may  be  apceptable  to  the 
Society,  and  that  they  may  draw  from  some  of  the  other  members, 
who  have  paid  more  attention  to  that  question,  fuller  details  as  to 
the  cost  of  "  water  storage/'  and  possibly  some  other  facts  in  the 
history  of  the  turbine  which  have  not  come  to  his  knowledge. 

OISOUSSION. 

Mr.  K  H.  Suplee. — Beferring  to  the  historical  portion  of  this 
paper,  I  really  do  not  think  that  sufficient  mention  has  been 
made  of  the  work  of  Mr.  Emile  (Jeyelin,  of  Philadelphia.  He 
is  mentioned  here  in  regard  to  the  turbines,  at  yarious  times, 
but  without  any  date.  Mr.  Gteyelin  was  acquainted  with  Pour- 
neyron,  and  subsequently  with  Jonval;  and  he  came  to  this 
country,  I  think,  about  1850.  On  page  50  the  date  is  given  from 
the  author's  memory,  of  1875,  for  Mr.  Swain's  idea,  placing  two 
turbines  opposing  each  other  on  the  shaft. 

I  find  that  Mr.  Geyelin  constructed  in  1854  what  he  believes 
to  be  the  first  pair  of  turbines  working  on  a  horizontal  axis. 
These  turbines  were  made'  for  Mr.  James  Prince  for  a  cotton- 
mill  at  Palitas,  Mexico.  His  original  intention  had  been  to 
order  at  Manchester,  England,  an  over-shot  water-wheel,  100 
feet  in  diameter,  for  which  he  expected  to  pay  $25,000.  He  was 
dissuaded  from  doing  so  by  Mr.  Alexis  Dupont,  of  Wilmington,^ 
who  had  already  had  favorable  experience  with  turbine  wheels 
designed  by  Mr.  Gbyelin.  The  problem  was  to  build  a  turbine 
of  140  horse-power  to  operate  under  160  feet  head  of  water. 
Mr.  Geyelin  proposed  to  build  a  pair  of  horizontal-axis  turbines, 
so  ^arranged  that  the  opposing  pressures  counteracted  each 
other,  the  speed  being  reduced  by  means  of  gearing.  The  con- 
tract price  was  only  $2,300,  or  less  than  one-tenth  what  Mr. 
Prince  had  expected  to  pay  in  England.  The  offer  was  accepted, 
and  the  wheels  were  built,  and  were  most  satisfactory  in  their 
operation,  subsequent  orders  being  also  satisfactorily  filled. 
These  turbines  were  only  eleven  inches  in  diameter,  and  made 
1850  revolutions  per  minute,  the  speed  being  geared  down,  so 
that  the  countershafts  ran  at  185  revolutions.  Mr.  Q^yelin  not 
long  ago  exhibited  the  original  drawings  and  the  agreement 
before  the  Engineer's  Club  of  Philadelphia,  so  that  the  above 
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• 

is  a  matter  of  record.  Mr.  Gteyelin  is  still  in  active  service,  and 
designed  the  large  turbines  for  the  paper  mills  in  nse  at  Niagara 
Falls,  in  advance  of  the  Swiss  turbines  now  in  use  there. 

Mr,  William  8.  Aldrich. — The  utilization  of  water-power  is 
certainly  a  mechanical  subject,  as  Mr.  Webber  early  points  out. 
And  we  believe  that  the  members  of  our  Society  need  have  no 
fear  that  the  subject  is  likely  to  very  soon  run  out  into  other 
branches  of  engineering.  We  would  not  go  further  than  to 
paraphrase  that  which  is  only  too  often  applied  to  another  sys- 
tem of  power  transmission,  and  say  that  hydraulic  transmission 
is  yet  in  its  infancy. 

Some  time  ago  we  were  called  upon  to  design  a  system  of 
hydraulic  transmission  mechanism,  for  the  purpose  of  variable 
speed  power  transmission.  As  usual,  these  problems  come  up 
without  precedent.  Costly  experimental  work  is  necessary  to 
obtain  any  data  for  the  case  in  hand.  What  seems  to  lure  the 
inventor  on  is  the  fact  that  hydraulic  transmission  must  be  very 
efficient,  because  hydraulic  motors  realize  so  much  of  the  power 
delivered  to  them.  Arguments  will  not  avail.  An  experiment 
must  be  made ;  and  history  repeats  itself.  The  inherent  char- 
acteristic of  an  incompressible  working  fluid  is  shown  to  be 
either  a  great  advantage  or  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  the 
successful  introduction  of  the  principle.  The  desired  efficiencies 
of  water-wheels  and  motors  are  not  realizable  all  along  the  line 
of  their  load  variations.  Consequently,  at  small  loads,  hydraulic 
gear  will  prove  less  efficient  than  somewhere  near  the  maximum 
for  which  it  was  designed. 

In  fact,  hydraulic  motors  are  not  so  very  different  in  their 
performance  from  turbine  wheels.  They  may  be'  designed  to 
have  maximum  efficiency  at  almost  any  point,  from  half  to  full 
load.  It  is  quite  necessary  to  know  at  what  point  you  are  going 
to  use  the  motor  the  most,  in  order  to  design  it  for  that  work 
at  a  given  speed. 

On  the  other  hand,  with  a  given  motor  it  will  be  found  pos- 
sible to  bring  the  point  of  maximum  efficiency  almost  anywhere 
from  half  to  full  load,  according  to  the  relation  between  the  best 
spouting  velocity  and  speed.  In  the  case  of  the  Pelton  motor, 
for  instance,  it  has  been  found  that  the  maximum  efficiency  is 
attained  at  or  near  the  point  where  the  circumferential  velocity 
iM  47  per  cent  of  the  theoretical  spouting  velocity.  So  that 
^th  &Led  head  and  given  sized  nozzle,  fully  open,  it  easy  to 
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determine  at  what  speed  yon  must  tun  the  motor  in  order  to 
obtain  the  maximum  efficiency  at  any  given  proportional  part 
of  the  full.  load.  At  all  loads  under  and  over  this,  the  efficiency 
falls  so  rapidly  that  it  is  likely  to  luring  into  disrepute  the 
utilization  of  power  transmitted  by  hydraulic  pressure.  The 
line  losses,  however,  in  such  a  transmission  increase  very  slowly 
as  the  load  is  increased ;  so  that  up  to  the  point  of  maximum 
efficiency  of  motor,  increasing  motor  efficiency  is  met  by 
decreasing  line  efficiency ;  and  beyond,  both  motor  and  line 
efficiency  fall  oflf  together.  It  is  necessary  to  plot  the  curves 
to  determine  the  resultant  effect  of  these  variable  efficiencies 
throughout  the  tange  of  loads. 

Accumulator  storage  of  water-power  is  coming  into  such 
extensive  use  that  its  installation  requires  a  knowledge  of  its 
probable  efficiency  at  various  loads.  One  of  the  most  complete 
series  of  tests  was  made  ait  the  Marseilles  Docks,  and  quoted, 
by  Unwin,  in  his  "Development  and  Transmission  of  Power." 
The  efficiency  of  the  storage  reckoned  from  the  indicated  power 
of  engine  to  work  stored  in  accumulator,  appears  to  fall  off  very 
slowly  but  almost  "iiniformly  from  light  loads  to  fully  loaded 
condition.  We  required  this  information  not  long  since,  and 
were  unable  to  obtain  any  data  at  all  on  the  efficiency  of  accumu- 
lator storage,  all  of  our  representative  builders  reporting  that 
no  such  tests  had  ever  been  made  with  their  installations.  Busi- 
ness competition  and  the  demands  for  intelligent  installation 
will  certainly  require  future  guarantees  of  performance  in  these 
pumping  plants. 

il/r.  Samuel  Webber* — I  am  very  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Suplee 
for  his  addition  to  my  reminiscences  on  the  history  of  the  tur- 
bine. Although  I  have  enjoyed  Mr.  Geyelin  s  acquaintance,  and 
I  may  say  friendship,  for  fully  twenty  years,  he  had  never  men- 
tioned this  matter  to  me  while  discussing  the  subject  of  tur- 
bines ;  and  the  first  horizontal  shaft  turbines  of  his,  within  my 
knowledge,  were  some  he  put  in  at  Willimantic,  some  ten  or 
twelve  years  ago,  of  which  he  sent  me  an  illustration. 

Professor  Redtenbacher,  of  Carlsruhe,  had  put  in  a  pair  of 
Archimedean  scroll  wheels,  on  a  horizontal  shaft,  prior  to  1851, 
as  stated  by  Professor  Wedding ;  but  these  had  no  draft-tube 
and  were  simply  "reaction  wheels.''  Mr.  Suplee  does  not  say 
whether  Mr.  Geyelin's  wheels  had  the  draft-tube  or  not.  * 

*  Author's  closure,  under  the  Rules.  .     . 
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I  am  also  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  one  fellow  member,  my 
friend  Mr.  John  H.  Cooper,  asking  me  why  I  did  not  mention 
the  "  Pelton  wheel"  ;  to  which  my  answer  is,  that  I  have  never 
Been  it,  and  only  know  of  it  by  **  hearsay."  Nearly  all  the  other 
wheels  I  have  mentioned  T  have  tested  myself,  and  for  those 
which  I  have.not,  I  have  the  authority  of  either  Messrs.  Francis, 
Mills,  or  Thurston.  I  find  that  I  also  forgot  to  mention  the 
"Bumham"  wheel,  very  successful  tests  of  which  were  wit- 
nessed by  Professor  Thurston  and  myself  at  Holyoke  in  1872. 

Mr.  Cooper  has  kindly  sent  me  a  copy  of  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Franklin  Institute,  published  in  their  Journal  for 
September,  1895,  which  gives  the  Pelton  wheel  a  standing  which 
certainly  entitles  it  to  a  high  mention ;  but  as  my  paper  was 
written  the  last  of  May  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  use  the 
information.  I  am  very  glad  to  read,  in  the  supplement  to  the 
said  report,  the  result  of  Mr.  Cooper's  own  researches  into  the 
history  of  the  "  impulse  "  wheel,  in  Europe,  and  find  the  general 
confirmation  of  the  now  established  fact  that,  in  a  turbine,  "  the 
water  should  enter  without  shock,  and  leave  without  velocity." 
Mr.  Boyden  explained  this  to  me  fifty  years  ago. 
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DCLXVI* 

WATHB-POWER  OF  CARATUNK  FALLS,  KENNEBEC 
RIVER,  MAINE. 

BT  BAMUKL  MoBLBOT,  NBW  TOBK  OITT. 

(Member  of  the  Socletj.) 

In  the  winter  of  1888-9  I  made  an  examination  of  this  power, 
on  the  Eennebeo  River,  Maine,  for  some  Boston  capitalists,  and, 
incidentally,  of  the  power  capacity  of  the  river  at  and  above 
Augusta. 

Water-power  being  determined,  in  the  main,  by  drainage  area, 
rainfall,  climate,  relative  storage,  and  local  fall,  from  very  careful 
statistics  and  examinations  at  my  command  I  found  the  following 
conditions : 

Catchment  Basin. — The  basin  of  the  Kennebec  is  compact  in 
form,  bold  in  contours,  abounds  in  lakes  and  forests,  has  a  heavy 
and  quite  regular  rainfall,  a  cold  climate  favorable  to  its  stream 
flow,  and  is  capable  of  large  development  in  power. 

The  length  of  the  river,  from  its  head-waters  of  the  "  Moose  '* 
to"  Moosehead  Lake,"  is  72  miles ;  to  Caratunk  Falls,  137  miles; 
to  Augusta,  184  miles ;  to  the  ocean,  227  miles.  Its  divides  in  the 
White  Mountains  rise  to  3,113  feet  above  tide  ;  Moosehead  Lake 
being  1,023  feet,  Caratunk  Falls  316  feet,  Skowhegan  220  feet, 
Kendall's  mills  76  feet,  Augusta  dam  17  feet  above  tide. 

The  formation  of  the  upper  basin  is  granite,  sandstone,  and 
slate ;  thence  to  the  ocean,  mica-schist,  clay,  slate,  and  gneiss,  as 
at  Caratunk  Falls. 

The  river  basin  is  about  5,917  square  miles.  About  3,800  square 
miles  are  in  forest.f 

There  are  311  lakes  and  ponds,  somewhat  more  (311  to  290) 
than  the  mean  lake  distribution  in  the  State;  joint  area,  450 

*  Presented  at  the  New  York  meeting  (December,  1805)  of  the  American 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the 
TrartMoctiom. 

f  In  112  miles  to  tide,  the  descent  is  1,028  feet ;  about  9.1  feet  per  mile  ;  a 
greater  fall  in  a  shorter  distance  than  any  other  Maine  river. 
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square  miles ;  area  of  152,  357.15  square  miles ;  area  of  Moose- 
head  Lake,  120  square  miles ;  its  basin,  616.6. 

The  mean  temperature  of  the  northern  third  of  the  State  is 
38**.55  (Fahr.) ;  of  the  southern  two-thirds,  43°.21 :  mean  summer 
heat,  61°.58  to  66°.80  ;  mean  winter  heat,  19°.09. 

As  a  consequence,  while  there  are  a  large  snowfall  and  deposit, 
its  under  stratum  thaw  maintains  winter  stream  flow,  while  spring 
freshets  are  delayed  until  the  ice,  as  a  rule,  is  brittle,  and  does  not 


Fig.  7. 

make  the  dangerous  freshets  of  milder  climates.  As  will  be 
noticed,  in  its  place,  upper  pond  ice  sheets  strongly  tend  to  pre- 
vent sludge  ice,  and  maintain  full  power  head  on  the  dams. 

Power  Conditions. — Caratunk  is  one  of  those  places  where 
nature  seems  to  have  adapted  her  work  to  a  future  art  use. 
From  a  comparatively  broad  river,  for  several  miles,  a  very  nar- 
row gorge  compresses  the  whole  floAv  into  a  cascade  with  a  natu- 
ral fall  of  about  28  feet,  while  immediately  below,  the  river  at 
once  widens  into  still  broader  expanse  for  several  miles.     There 


Digitized  by 


Google 


60      WATER-POWER  OF  CARATUNK  FALLS,  KENNEBEC  RIVER,  MAINE, 

are  here,  then,  a  large  natural  pondage  above  the  falls;  a  site 
already  formed  for  race,  wheel  pit,  and  mills ;  a  powerful  fall  on 
this  immediate  site,  and  an  estuary  directly  obviating  obstructions 
from  flood  back-water. 

Area, — As  outlined  on  the  annexed  map  (Fig.  7),  Caratunk  Falls 
drains  four  great  tributaries ;  the 

Moo»e  River 766 .  56  square  miles. 

DeadRiver ...,.,   887. »3      " 

Moosebead  Lake 616.60      ** 

Kennebec  River 578.92      " 

Total 2,850.00  square  miles. 

The  tributaries  to  the  Augusta  dam,  below  the  falls,  are  the 

Carrabasset 366  square  miles. 

Wesserunsett 167      "  ** 

Sandy 666      " 

Sebasticook 1,088      "  ' 

Total 2,287  square  miles. 

Rainfall, — From  statistics  collected  by  Henry  Richards,  Esq., 
at  Gardiner,  at  the  lower  end  of  the  river,  the  mean  fall  for  50 
years — 1839  to  1888  inclusive — is  44.494  inches.  The  quarterly 
season  subdivisions  show  the  usual  uniformity ;  spring,  11.194 
inches;  summer,  10.550  inches;  autumn,  10.500  inches;  winter, 
12.250  inches.  The  maximum  fall  in  1887,  54.64  inches;  mini- 
mum, 1860,  33.71  inches. 

Power  Investment — ^Without  time  to  make  a  continuous  gauge 
of  the  river,  it  was  necessary  to  estimate  its  ordinary  merchantable 
value,  at  this  point,  from  a  study  of  its  hydrology.  With  28  feet 
available  flood  fall  (wheel-heads  being  usually  reduced  in  freshets 
from  back-water),  and  a  mean  rain  of  44.494  inches,  minimum 
33.71  inches,  on  such  a  basin,  a  safe  present  plant  outlay  for  5,000 
horse-power  was  determined  from  experience  on  this  and  other 
rivers. 

There  is  sometimes  a  conservative  and  proper  and  sometimes 
an  "  intensely  scientific  "  tendency  to  disparage  stream  flow  for 
city  supply  and  power  use,  because  in  every  season  there  is  a  short 
time  of  extreme  minimum  flow,  and  at  intervals  a  year  of  much 
reduced  flow.  A  basin  with  a  rain  supply  of  45  inches  per  year, 
or  a  mean  of  3.315  cubic  feet  per  second  per  day,  may,  for  a  few 
days,  run  as  low  as  0.22  cubic  foot ;  the  Kennebec  sometimes  down 
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to  0.6  cubic  foot  for  20  to  25  days ;  the  Merrimac,  0.31  cubic  foot ; 
Delaware,  0.30  cubio  foot;  Passaic,  0.22  cubic  foot;  Oroton, 
0.15  cubic  foot.  So  the  rainfall — with  a  mean  for  50  years — on 
the  Kennebec  may  vary  from  54.64  inches,  1887,  to  33.71  inches, 
1890  ;  but  the  mean  of  all  the  great  basins  shows  these  as  excep- 
tional years,  with  large  flood  waste  in  the. wet  months;  which 
dictates  the  common  sense  of  catchment  and  storage. 

Authoriti^,  like  Professor  Trowbridge,  in  "  Water-Powers  of 
the  United  States,"  p.  8,  assert  that  the  "total  amount  discharged 
by  streams  falls  as  low  as  12  (0.885  cubic  foot  per  second  per  square 
mile)  or  15  inches  (1.1  cubic  feet)  over  the  entire  drainage  basin, 
at  intervals  of  from  5  to  10  years."  Nothing  can  be  clearer  than 
the  wisdom  of  ^equate  provision  for  exceptional  years  arid  weeks, 
but  very  great  loss  of  mean  available  supply  and  power  would 
follow  the  reduction  of  plant  to  extreme  cases. 

Merrimac  Rwer. — A  carefully  but  not  fully  developed  power 
like  that  of  Lowell  or  Lawrence  furnishes  a  valuable  lesson. 

At  Lowell,  with  4,085  square  miles  basin,  with  a  mean  of  44.89 
inches  rain,  19  to  27  years,  an  actual  sale  of  standard  power,  on 
33  feet  extreme  low-water  fall,  is  about  3,596  cubic  feet  per  second, 
or  0.8803  per  square  mile,  for  the  usual  working  days  of  11^ 
hours. 

At  Lawrence,  with  4,553  square  miles  basin,  the  standard  use 
is  4,200  cubic  feet  per  second  for  the  workings  day,  the  full  day 
bupply  being  a  mean  of  about  2,400  cubic  feet,  or  0.5271  cubic  foot 
per  square  mile  per  second;  or  15-85  per  cent,  of  the  mean  rain- 
fall.   Extra  powers  are  largely  furnished. 

But  the  stream  flow  itself  far  exceeds  this  use,  with  rare  cases 
below  standard  mill  day  supply  ;  in  6  years  no  month  below  2,400 
cubic  feet  per  day. 

Dry  month  daily  averages  at  Lawrence,  in  cubic  feet  per 
second : 


Year. 

M*y. 

jQde. 

Jaly. 

Augactt. 

September. 

October. 

1871 

11.848 
9.260 
16.174 
19.001 
12.501 
17.398 

4.471 
10.528 

4.320 
11.230 

5.264 

6.792 

2.998 
4.922 
8.065 
11.126 
3.075 
2.994 

8.058 
9.014 
2.966 
5.889 
8.999 
2.791 

3.094 
9.559 
3.400 
3.152 
2.618 

4.357 

1872 

9.164 

1878 

i8^4 

10.914 
8.195 

1875 

3.767 

1876 

Mean 

14.328 

7.161 

4.697 

4.356 

8.637 

5.238 
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For  the  storage  control  of  daily  supply  ample  provisions  exist 
at  each  point;  for  that  of  minimum  flow^ ample  and  expensive 
provision  has  beed,  in  7  storage  lakes  of  103.48  square  miles  area, 
capacity  of  reserve,  7,483,283.544  cubic  feet,  on  depths  of  2  to  4 
feet ;  but,  while  their  existence  doubtless  regulates  the  river,  their 
full  use  appears  to  be  hampered  by  mills  below  them,  so  that 
practically  little  special  use  has  been  made  of  them.  During  these 
years — 11  months  in  all— quantities  39  to  123  cubic  feet  per 
second ;  in  one  case,  September,  1873,  277  cubic  feet  per  second 
(Sudbury  River  case). 

In  these  dry  months  the  mean  flow  is  6,568  cubic  feet  per  sec- 
ond, 1.442  cubic  feet  per  square  mile,  43.6  per  cent,  of  the  mean 
rainfall  for  these  years.  How  much  was  wasted  in  the  wet 
months  is  self-evident. 

The  Sudbury  River,  a  contiguous  basin,  in  5  years,  1875-9,  with 
about  78  square  miles  area,  with  a  maximum  rain  of  57.93  inches, 
minimum  41.42,  mean  47.68,  gave  actual  measured  flow  of  49.94 
per  cent,  mean,  57.9  per  cent,  maximum,  44.88  minimum. 

The  Mystic  also,  in  4  years,  1876-9,  maximum  rain  54.06, 
minimum  35.3,  mean  44.86,  gave  48.1  per  cent,  mean,  51.2  per 
cent,  maximum,  and  43.6  per  cent,  minimum. 

The  Croton,  in  geology  and  topography,  better  resembles  the 
Kennebec.  Its  basin  of  338.82  square  miles,  above  the  Croton 
dam,  had  a  mean  rain  for  12  years,  1868-79,  of  45.98  inches. 
Measured  flow  of  "Boyd's  Corner"  basin,  20.57  square  miles; 
mean,  70.98  per  cent;  Croton  dam,  mean,  57.68  per  cent.;  lowest, 
45  per  cent,  of  48.93  inches  fall ;  highest,  74  per  cent,  of  50.33 
inches. 

The  mean  annual  flow  of  the  Connecticut  is  1.86  cubic  feet  per 
square  mile  per  second ;  Raritan,  1.72  cubic  feet  per  square  mile 
per  second ;  Ramapo,  1.73  cubic  feet  per  square  mile  per  second  ; 
Potomac,  1.85  cubic  feet  per  square  mile  per  second. 

Kennebec  Power, — Applying  these  conditions,  the  relative  value 
of  the  Augusta  and  Caratunk  dams  may  be  examined. 

Augusta  dam  is  956  feet  long,  with  a  fall  of  17  feet.  It  has  a 
log  chute  on  the  east  end,  and  a  large  mill  on  the  west  end,  of 
3,000  horse-power. 

The  measurements  for  low  water  show  a  mean  in  1866,  with 
45.63  inches  rain,  of  2,916.6  cubic  feet  per  second,  or  0.494  cubic 
foot  per  second  per  square  mile  for  July,  August,  and  September. 

I  learned  from  an  intelligent  gate-house  keeper,  of  long  experi- 
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ence  here,  that  in  the  lowest  summer  run  of  20  to  25  days  (com- 
mon on  other  streams)  the  depth  on  the  dam  is  about  6  inches, 
and  the  usual  depth  a  foot,  for  the  balance  of  the  dty  season,  of 
about  80  to  90  days  in  all,  before  and  after  this  reduction ;  and  it 
was  reported  as  exceedingly  rare  to  have  no  flow  on  the  dam. 

With  3,000  horse-power  in  use,  6  inches  flow  equals  0.19  cubic 
foot  per  second  per  square  mile,  and  the  mill  use,  at  70  per  cent, 
duty,  is  0.4056  cubic  foot,  or  a  total  of  0.5956  cubic  foot  per  second. 
The  usual  use  at  Lawrence,  very  near  stream  low  run,  is  0.5271 
cubic  foot  per  second  per  square  mile  per  day.  A  very  low  run 
August  21-26, 1876,  gave  0.5  cubic  foot. 

The  extreme  low  run  assumed  by  State  authorities  ("W.  P. 
Maine,"  p.  92)  is  1,300  cubic  feet  per  second,  or  0.22  cubic  foot 
per  second  per  square  mile.  Applying  this  to  the  extreme  year 
of  1860,  the  equation  stands : 

25  days  at  0.22  cubic  foot 5.50 

50    '•    **0.456        "        27.86 

280    '*    (50  per  cent,  flow)  at  1  .»415  cubic  feet 847.62 

865  880.48 

Per  day,  1.042  cubic  feet  per  second  per  square  mile. 

At  one-foot  flow  (neglecting  the  waste  at  the  log  chute),  the 
dam  gives  0.588  cubic  foot,  and  with  the  mill,  0.943  cubic  foot  per 
second  per  square  mile. 

The  spring  flood  flow  has  been  measured  at  86,852  cubic  feet 
per  second  for  5  feet  depth  on  the  dam,  or  6  cubic  feet  per  second 
per  square  mile.  Other  occasional  floods  have  reached  7.1,  and  in 
one  case  11.5  cubic  feet.  In  these  cases  the  Iftow  is  spasmodic, 
with  a  rapid  rise  for  about  12  hours,  a  stand  of  12,  and  a  rapid  fall. 

The  streams  which  supply  this  dam  differ  essentially  in  regi- 
men. Those  like  the  Carrabassett  and  Sandy,  draining  the  8,067 
square  miles  below  Caratunk  Falls,  are  not  well  reservoired  by 
natural  lakes,  and  are  subject  to  rapid  rise  and  fall  in  heavy  rains, 
while  the  basin  above  the  falls  abounds  in  such  reservoirs,  which 
greatly  reduce  flood  waste  and  improve  summer  flow. 

Caratunk  Power. — In  applying  these  observations  to  this  fall, 
it  is  evident  that  its  power  conditions  are  much  more  favorable 
than  Augusta,  below  it,  or  the  Merrimac,  at  Lawrence. 

To  analyze  the  supply  as  to  its  capacity  and  as  to  its  moderate 
mercantile  value,  basing  one  on  the  mean  annual  rain  of  50  years, 
"^^839  to  1888,  and  the  other  on  the  lowest  record  year,  1860,  the 
Movring  tables  have  been  compiled  : 
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TABLE  I. 

AKALY8I8  OF  Mbak  ANNUAL  Rain,  1889  TO  1888,  60  Tears— KsvNEBBC 
RiYBR,  Gardiner,  Maine. 


1 

i 

ii 

i 

it 

n 

PxR  Square  Mils  per  Second. 

j 

a 

< 

1 

81 
28 
81 
80 
81 
80 
81 
81 
80 
81 
80 
81 

Above  60  per  cent. 

Below  50  per  cent. 

i 

Per 
Day. 

Per 
Month. 

Per 
Day. 

Per 
Month. 

Jan. . . , , 

3,66 
3.03 

8.98 
3.41 

3.27 
3.88 
3.74 
3.^ 
4.:i0 
4.80 
3.75 

45.73 

43.5ti 
47.76 
40.03 

4r^84 

8U.24 

4i>.iJ0 
51  (JO 
Sl.riO 
45.<J0 

3.147 
3.309 
3,518 
3.014 
3.377 
3.890 
2Am 
3.306 
3.961 
8.781 
3,781 
1816 

46 
46 

90   • 
186 
76 
60 
46 
16 
7.6 
45 

67.6 
90 

1.416 
1.438 
3.145 
4.060 
2.680 
1.784 
1.844 
0.496 
0.222 
1.701 
2.529 
2.967 

0.222 
0.206 

6.882 

Feb.,  ., 

5.740 

March 

1.607 
2.412 
0.892 
0.096 

46.717 

72.860 

27.652 

0.288 

AprlL.. 
June  , . , 

July  ... 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct. . .  . 

0.294 
1.142 
1.416 

9.114 

86.402 
42.480 

'6.068 
0.891 
1.829 

1.968 
26.780 
41.199 

Nov.   ,. 
Dec 



Ye&t.  ,„ 

44.49 

8.877 

60 
60 

28.692 
1.966 
1.688 

866 

216.899 

99.618 

TABLE    n. 
Kennebec  River  :  Analysis  MiNoniM  Year,  1860,  Gardiner,  Maine. 


a 


Jan 

Feb  . . . 
March  . 
April . . . 
May. . . 
Juue  . . , 
July  .  . , 
August 
Sept.  .. 
Oct.  .. 
Nov.... 
Dec..., 

Tear...< 


1.04 
3.29 
2.14 
1.31 
0.87 
2.86 
1.97 
4.70 
3.62 
3.80 
5.86 
8.25 

33.71 


^1 


12.48 
89.48 
25.68 
15.72 
11.141 
28.32' 
23.64 
56.401 
48.44, 
45.60' 
64.32: 
39.00 


0.911' 
2. 90S 
1.891J' 
1.158 
0.821 
2.086 
1.741 
4.155 
8.200 
3.35ft' 
4.73s 
2.87:t 


Per  Square  Mile  per  Seookd. 


45 

45 
00 
135 
75 
60 
45 
15 
7.5 
45 

07.5 
no 


0.413 
1.3081 
1.7011 
1.662, 
0.615 
1.651 
0.783! 
0.6231 
0.240 
1.511 
3.1981 
2.586 


2.4871    60     I 
1.492;  60  percent. 


865 


Above  60  per  cent  Below  60  per  cent. 


Per 
Day. 


Per 
Month. 


0.209     6.479 
0.070     0.210 


0.169     4.770 


0.019  0.589 
1.706  51.180 
1.094   88.914 


97.142 


Per 
Day. 


Per 
MoBth. 


1.079     88.449 
0.184       6.152 


0.877     27.187 


0.709  21.979 
0.869  26.939 
1.262  87.560 


162.266 


63.8  per  cent,  of  deficit. 
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In  the  tables  the  relative  monthly  flow  is  assumed,  on  percent- 
ages derived  by  other  stream  analyses,  as  proximate  guides  to  an 
estimate  of  the  deficit  to  be  supplied  to  maintain  a  given  power. 
In  Table  I.,  50  per  cent,  flow  (1.638  cubic  feet  per  second  per 
square  mile),  maintained,  would  give  wheels  of  70  per  cent,  duty 
(a  moderate  estimate  for  those  actually  used),  for  24  hours'  use, 
for  full-day  pulp  mills,  10,374  horse-power ;  and  make  a  storage 
draught  of  24,509,935,750  for  five  months ;  with  a  large  surplus 
for  seven  months,  especially  in  November  and  December,  previous 
to  the  deficit  of  January  and  February. 

Table  II.,  for  the  minimum  year  of  1860,  in  like  manner,  for  60 
per  cent  flow,  or  1.492  cubic  feet  per  second  per  square  mile, 
9,450  horse-power,  shows  a  deficit  for  six  months  of  37,493,979,840 
cubic  feet,  and  a  balance  of  13,573,973,928  cubic  feet,  or  nearly 
one-third  the  present  pondage,  which  is  37,794,189,312  cubic  feet. 

For  0.964  cubic  foot  per  second,  or  6,000  horse-power,  the  deficit 
for  five  months  is  16,203,104,480  cubic  feet,  about  one-third  the 
surplus,  above  this  wheel  use,  for  seven  months. 

Storage  Reserve. — ^Above  the  falls  there  are  58  important  lakes, 
of  229.6  square  miles  area.    Their  draught  capacity  is : 

128  square  miles 8       feet  (Moosehead  Lake). 

9      "        "      6  " 

32        "  "        2  " 

31      "        "     (Moose  River).. 4         " 
25      ''        "     (Dead  Eiver)..3  " 

229  square  miles 5.92  feet,  equated  depth. 

Total  available,  37,794,189,312  cubic  feet. 

For  logging  use  Moosehead  Lake  will  raise  the  river,  at  Cara- 
tunk  Falls,  four  or  five  feet,  as  used.  Moosehead  Lake  gates  are 
closed  in  the  late  fall,  to  store  the  winter  flow,  at  a  time  when  the 
remaining  basin  is  amply  supplied.  Evidently  then,  without 
special  control  from  Caratunk,  very  valuable  provision  already 
exists  to  maintain  equable  flow  when  most  needed ;  but  as  the 
lumber  fails,  and  less  spring  and  early  summer  use  is  made  for 
river  flushing,  the  great  Moosehead  Lake  will  become  more 
available  for  dry  summer  supply,  and  raise  the  value  of  this  power 
in  proportion. 

Present  ValTie. — With  equal  rainfall,  better  conserved  by  climate 
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and  location,  and  with  fivefold  the  proportionate  storage  reserve 
of  the  Merrimac,  in  a  case  where  it  seems  to  be  little  needed, 
from  limited  wheel  use,  this  fall  ought  to  command  much  greater 
supply  in  dry  seasons. 

It  was  evident,  then,  not  only  that  this  fall  had  a  great  prospec- 
tive value  which  will  place  it  in  the  front  rank  of  great  powers, 
but  a  present  value,  easily  and  cheaply  developed,  of  not  less  than 
5,000  horse-power,  as  a  moderate  result  for  full-power  operation. 

Site  Advantages. — ^The  rock  gorge  here,  at  and  below  the  site 
of  the  dam,  has  unusual  adaptation  to  cheap  and  strong  dam, 
mill,  and  wheel-pit  construction,  and  easy  control  of  log  chute 
and  flood-wash  by  permanent  masonry,  while  the  formation  on 
the  east  side  is  well  adapted  to  store  yards,  employees'  residences, 
and  other  structures.  The  completion  of  the  Somerset  Railroad 
to  and  across  the  falls  relieved  any  question  of  easy  and  cheap 
receipt  of  machinery  or  supplies  or  delivery  of  products. 

Improvementa. — In  the  fall  and  winter  of  1890-91  a  dam  was 
built  by  the  Moosehead  Pulp  and  Paper  Company,  under  the 
superintendence  of  D.  T.  Mills,  H.  E.,  with  a  large  pulp  mill  on 
the  west  side  of  the  falls,  intended  to  develop  about  3,500  horse- 
power on  that  side.  Three  "new  American"  wheels  of  850 
horse-power  each  have  been  put  in,  66-inch  diameter ;  one  "  Spe- 
cial," 45-inch,  390  horse-power ;  a  16-inch  "  Electric,"  of  42  horse- 
power ;  and  a  pair  of  13-inch  horizontal,  for  a  centrifugal  pump 
of  80  horse-power,  representing  about  3,000  horse-power. 

Measurements  made  through  1890,  a  very  dry  year,  show  a 
minimum  flow  of  6,000  horse-power  (on  70  per  cent,  wheels),  as 
reported  to  me. 

Turbines. — The  "  centre  vent,"  or  "  inward  flow  "  wheel,  with 
its  carefully  planned  and  adjusted  scroll  curbs  and  gates,  has  been 
the  favorite  of  its  class,  originating  in  the  "  Wry  Fly  "  of  Benjamin 
Tyler,  of  1804.  Those  of  the  "new  American  "  type  used  here 
have  shown  high  duty,  especially  in  "  part  gate  "  work. 

Tests  at  «Holyoke,  July  8,  1894,  show  results  indicated  as  fol- 
lows : 
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45"  **  R.  H."  New  American  Turbine  Holtoke  Test,  July  9,  1894. 


Opening 

Head. 

DiBcbarge 

Per  Cent. 

Per  Cent. 

Ilaximam 

1.000 

16.06 

0.997 

Miuimum    

1.000 

16.18 

0.988 

Maximam 

0.699 

16.42 

0.8a5 

Minimum 

0.699 

16.58 

0.856 

Maximum 

0.505 

16.78 

0.775 

Minimum    .... 

0.506 

16.86 

0.725 

Maximum 

0.882 

17.08 

0.661 

Minimum 

0.88-2 

17.24 

0.621 

Maximum 

0.898 

16.88 

0.568 

Minimum 

0.298 

17.04 

0.621 

Next    

0.298 

16.95 

0.632 

Revolu- 
tions Per 
Minute. 


119.17 
127.75 
122.00 
184.00 
117.68 
183.50 
111.88 
186.25 
118.67 
146.50 
186.00 


Cubic 
Feet  Per 
Second. 


141.68 

140.02 

127.18 

128.42 

112.60 

106.56 

98.12 

91.40 

82.07 

76.19 

77.67 


Horse- 
power. 


206.27 
200.04 
195.19 
182.46 
175.74 
154.51 
149.99 
129.87 
118.40 
89.16 
101.10 


BtBdencj 
Per  Cent. 


79.76 
78.26 
82.58 
79.02 
82.18 
76.71 
79.31 
72.82 
75.62 
60.67 
67.86 


Relative  Cost:  Steam  and  Water-Power. — Estimates  for  cost  of 
Bteam  substitution  are  necessary  in  mill-power  expert  cases,  and 
much  difference  of  opinion  is  sometimes  expressed. 

Like  all  other  engineering  questions,  this  is  to  be  determined  by 
the  principles  involved,  in  which  special  local  cases  may  differ, 
without  affecting  the  general  rule. 

Obviously,  power  generated  by  the  great  steam-boiler  of  the 
globe  itself,  by  which  enormous  bodies  of  water  are  precipitated 
on  the  earth,  to  seek  sea^level  under  the  influence  of  gravity,  with 
a  weight  of  62J  pounds  per  cubic  foot,  is  cheaper  than  ordinary 
steam-engine  power. 

There  is  also  a  material  difference  in  plant  cost  between  an  850 
horse-power  turbine  fitted  in  place  and  an  equal  steam-engine 
plant  in  place. 

There  is  also  in  attendance,  wear,  and  other  contingencies,  insur- 
ance, etc.,  a  material  difference. 

If,  then,  the  location  and  the  supply  admit  an  economical  appli- 
cation of  power,  all  these  conditions  favor  water-power. 

In  this  case  the  outlay  for  dam,  flume,  head-gates,  wheel-pit, 
etc.,  was  about  $15  per  horse-power  of  3,500  actually  provided  on 
the  west  side ;  the  cost  of  wheels,  for  3,000  horse-power,  about 
$9,  or  $24  in  all. 

Similar  steam-plant  could  not  be  furnished  for  less  than  $65 
per  horse-power,  for  boiler,  engines,  and  buildings. 
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A  fair  estimate  of  its  annual  fixed  expense  is : 

Depreciation,. 4  per  cent. ;  repairs,  4  per  cent.  ;  supervision,  1  per  cent.  ; 
taxes,  i  per  cent.  ;  insurance,  1^  per  cent. ;  interest,  5  per  cent. ; 
totel,  16  per  cent,  on  $65 $10  40 

Annual  operation  for  8,000  horse-power,  800  full  days  per  year  (pulp 
mill),  closely  estimated  : 
Coal,  48  pounds  per  horse-power  per  day,  800  days,  14,400  pounds ;  6.42 

tons  at  $6 $88  52 

Attendance,  Engines $tO  00 

Boilers 18  00 

Cleaning 8  00 

Oil  and  Supplies 1  50 

$82  50 
Three  hundred  days,  $9,750  -♦-  8,000  horse-power 8  25 

Total  per  horse-power $52  17 

Turbines,  etc.,  fixed  charges : 
Depreciation,  2  per  cent. ;  repairs,  2  per  cent. ;  supervision,  1  per  cent. ; 
taxes,  i  per  cent.;  insurance,  i  per  cent. ;  interest,  5,  or  11  per  cent. 

on  $24 $2  64 

Attendance  per  horse-power 2  00 

Race,  etc 0  60 


Total $5  24 

This  shows,  in  a  local  case  like  this,  a  proximate  comparison. 
Cotton  and  similar  mills,  unlike  pulp  mills,  requiring  careful  heat- 
ing, have  in  steam-plant  the  use  of  exhaust  steam,  and  in  other 
ways  local  cases  will  modify  the  results,  but  nothing  can  be  more 
clear,  in  principle,  than  the  superior  economy  of  water-power 
per  86. 

As  a  practical  comment  on  the  cost  of  steam-power,  the  "  Cen- 
tral Pacific"  mill  at  Lawrence,  with  29  mill-powers,  or  1,740 
horse-power  in  ordinary  use,  and  with  1,000  horse-power  steam- 
plant,  has  preferred  to  pay  $12  per  day  per  mill-power  for  surplus 
water,  for  months  together,  rather  than  run  this  expensive  plant. 
This  is  about  $50.40  per  horse-power  per  year  of  277  days. 

The  usual  Lowell  estimate  of  steam-power  is  $75  per  horse- 
power per  year,  and  $3  per  week  is  the  common  price  paid  for  it 
in  New  York  and  other  cities  where  rented. 

The  Lowell  rental  of  water-power  at  $1,200  per  mill-power  per 
year  is  for  277  days,  $4.32  per  day,  or  a  mean  of  $20  per  horse- 
power (shaft)  per  year. 

Niagara  Water-Pmcer, — As  a  prominent  instance  of  the  supe- 
rior  economy  of  water-power  in  favorable  localities,  with  econom- 
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ically  constructed  plant,  the  rates  published  for  the  New  Hydraulic 
tunnel  are  for  5,000  horse-power  or  over,  $10  per  horse-power  per 
year ;  4,600,  $10.50  ;  4,000,  $11 ;  down  to  small  powers,  300,  $21. 
On  the  old  Hydraulic  canal-powers  have  been  leased  as  low  as  $4 
for  600  to  1,000  horse-power,  and  $5.30  for  250  to  300.  It  is  now 
proposed  to  furnish  Buffalo  with  power  at  about  $18,  which  now 
costs  at  least  $50  for  steam. 

Commercial  Valice. — Lowell,  with  4,085  square  miles  basin, 
worth,  properly  reservoired,  at  50  per  cent.  7,112  cubic  feet  per 
second,  actually  has  sold  and  maintained  as  regular  powers,  139.36 
mill-powers,  about  11,149  horse-power  '*  penstock,"  and  8,363 
"  shaft,"  for  which  the  rental  value  is  about  $1,200  per  year  per 
mill-power,  or  at  6  per  cent.,  $20,000  capital,  or  $2,787,200.  In 
addition  there  is  a  large  sale  of  extra  powers. 

Lawrence,  with  4,553  square  miles  basin,  worth  about  9,000 
cubic  feet  per  second,  uses  about  2,400  cubic  feet  (24  hours  mean), 
and  with  180  mill-powers  now  controlled,  has  maintained  and  sold 
122,  about  7,320  horse-power  "  shaft,"  worth  at  6  per  cent,  capi- 
tal, $2,440,000 ;  and  has  also  sold  an  average  of  about  20  extra 
powers,  about  7  months'  use,  payment  $1,280  (or  $2,194  per 
year),  or  $21,336  at  6  per  cent.;  value  $731,540  ;  in  all  $2,866,720. 

In  addition,  there  is  a  land  income  which  makes  the  value  of 
these  powers  about  $35,000  to  $40,000  each. 

Controlling  180  mill-powers  of  30  cubic  feet  per  second,  or  a 
mean  per  day  of  2,700  cubic  feet,  with  a  rainfall  of  15,050,  it  can 
actually  sell  18  per  cent,  of  this  mean  supply  on  the  entire  basin 
without  careful  flood  storage. 

Anchor  Ice, — In  the  second  of  the  four  modes  of  water  motion, 
in  which  the  particles  move  with  the  wave,  in  channel  flow, 
there  is  a  constant  motion  from  the  surfac6  towards  the  bot- 
tom, proxiraating  a  cycloid  curve,  described  by  a  point  on  the 
tire  of  a  carriage  wheel  in  motion.  In  very  cold  weather  the 
effect  is  to  submerge  surface  particles  more  or  less  below  freez- 
ing temperature,  and  coming  in  contact  with  iron  bars,  valves, 
etc.,  a  rapid  accumulation  of  needle  ice  takes  place  when  the 
stream  surface  near  them  is  thus  exposed  ;  but  when  the  current 
for  some  distance  is  protected  from  the  air,  the  temperature  is 
kept  above  freezing,  and  this  action  prevented.  One  sees  in  the 
races,  above  the  mills  in  Maine,  several  hundred  feet  of  floating, 
light,  wood  frames,  intended  to  promote  ice  formation  and  pre- 
vent this  surface-motion  exposure. 
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At  Caratunk  Falls,  the  reach  above  the  dam  freezes  for  two 
miles  up  stream,  with  blue  ice  24  inches  thick,  in  winter ;  above 
this  the  stream  is  obstructed  by  this  anchor  ice,  as  it  is  below  the 
falls,  with  an  open  stream,  but  this  ice  sheet  effectually  prevents 
it,  and  this  suggests  a  valuable  remedy  for  a  very  serious  trouble 
on  various  rivers  and  races. 

Note. — The  Boston  Sudbury  River  appropriation  reduces  the  Merrimac  basin 
about  78  square  miles ;  and  the  Lowell  and  Lawrence  statistics  given  in  that 
case  have  been  used  as  careful  expert  te:«timonj. 

DISCUSSION. 

Mr.  Wm,  S.  Aldrich, — The  inward  flow  turbines  of  the  "New 
American  "  type  have  certainly  done  well  at  Holyoke  Testing 
Flume.  Shortly  afterward  we  obtained  complete  test  sheets 
from  the  makers,  copies  of  which  we  believe  they  were  per- 
mitted to  use  in  advertising  their  wheels.  Analyses  of  the 
records  of  the  42-iiich  and  45-inch  wheels  were  made,  similar  to 
that  developed  in  the  case  of  the  45-inch  Hercules  wheel,  which 
formed  the  basis  for  determining  the  turbine  performance  in  a 
former  paper  of  mine,  on  "  Power  Losses  in  the  Transmission 
Machinery  of  Central  Stations." 

Of  the  two  "  American "  wheels,  the  best  performance  waa 
shown  by  the  45-inch  one.  The  maximum  efficiency  was  at- 
tained, when  the  circumferential  velocity  of  wheel  was  70  per 
cent,  of  the  theoretical  spouting  velocity  of  the  water,  at  the 
following  gates :  0.505,  0.699,  and  1.00  per  cent  of  the  full  open- 
ing  of  the  speed  gate.  At  these  gates  the  maximum  efficiencies 
were  respectively :  82.18  per  cent,  82.58  per  cent.,  and  79.76  per 
cent.,  as  Mr.  McElroy  has  given  in  his  table,  page  67. 

We  then  reduced  the  performance  of  the  45-inch  American 
wheel  to  a  discharge  basis,  rating  its  performance  at  several 
proportional  parts  of  the  full  hydraulic  horse-power,  upon  the 
unit  discharged  at  full  gate  and  maximum  efficiency.  The  whole 
purpose  of  this  work  was  to  determine  at  what  proportional 
part  of  the  full  hydraulic  horse-power  the  turbine  gave  its 
maximum  efficiency  at  two  selected  speeds  of  110  and  120  revo- 
lutions per  minute.  At  the  former  speed  this  45-inch  wheel 
would  do  its  best,  with  an  efficiency  of  84.6  per  cent.,  when  re- 
ceiving 81  per  cent,  of  the  full  available  hydraulic  power.  At 
120  revolutions  per  minute  it  would  reach  a  maximum  efficiency 
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of  only  81.5  per  cent.,  and  this  when  receiving  88.5  per  cent  of 
the  fall  available  hydraulic  power.  Of  coarse,  and  in  the  case 
of  other  prime  movers,  these  carves  may  be  plotted  and  the 
efficiency  be  obtained  on  the  basis  of  the  maximum  obtainable 
brake  horse-power — on  the  maximum  output,  instead  of  the 
input. 

Bated  on  the  basis  of  its  maximum  output,  this  45-inch 
American  wheel  develops,  at  110  revolutions  per  minute,  a 
maximum  efficiency  of  846  per  cent,  when  delivering  85.8  per 
cent,  of  its  maximum  possible  horse-power  at  this  speed.  At 
120  revolutions  per  minute  it  develops  a  maximum  efficiency  of 
81.5  per  cent,  when  delivering  92  per  cent  of  its  greatest  possible 
horse-power  at  that  speed. 

These  ratings  on  the  turbine  output  basis  will  be  found 
especially  valuable  when  planning  the  installation  of  electric 
plants  to  be  driven  by  turbines.  The  builder  of  the  dynamo  states 
the  speed  at  which  his  machine  must  be  run,  and  asks  you  what 
is  the  maximum  possible  power  you  can  ever  expect  to  deliver 
to  the  dynamo.  Turbines  are  prime  movers  with  fixed  maximum 
output,  and  in  this  respect  differ  from  all  others.  With  gate 
tnlly  open  and  fixed  head  of  water,  giving  maximum  discharge, 
it  would  naturally  be  expected  that  these  were  the  conditions  for 
maximum  delivered  horse-power.  But  that  depends  upon  the 
efficiency  of  the  turbine  at  this  point  Few  turbines  are  work- 
ing at  maximum  efficiency  when  developing  their  full  power. 
We  believe  the  best  builders  to-day  recognize  the  value  of 
wheels  having  maximum  efficiency  at  part  gate  and  therefore  at 
some  part  load.  Consequently,  their  performance  must  be 
analyzed  and  the  efficiency  curves  plotted,  for  the  given  speed, 
on  either  hydraulic  or  brake  horse-power — ^that  is,  on  input  or 
output  base.  From  these  may  readily  be  found  the  greatest 
possible  horse-power  which  the  turbine  can  deliver  at  the  given 
speed.  This  is  the  maximum  input  for  the  dynamo  builder  to 
figure  upon.  He  has  similar  curves  all  worked  out,  or  the  data 
at  hand  for  them,  from  the  shop  tests  of  all  of  his  machines ;  so 
that  the  maximum  horse-power  which  the  dynamo  will  receive 
being  stated,  he  will  recommend  putting  in  a  dynamo  which 
^  be  very  largely  overloaded  at  this  point.  Just  what  per 
cent  overload  will  be  advisable,  however,  will  depend  somewhat 
upon  the  so-called^' load  factor  "  of  the  station,  which  it  will  be 
seen  is  a  question  to  be  settled  very  largely  by  the  conditions  of 
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demand  for  electric  power.  Crompton  introduced  the  term 
'*  load  factor  "  to  express  the  coefficient  of  fluctuation  of  rate  of 
working.  Unwin,  in  considering  the  influence  of  the  variation 
of  load  on  the  efficiency  of  the  plant,  uses  the  load  factor  as  the 
ratio  of  the  average  load  during  the  day  to  the  maximum  load  at 
any  time  during  the  day.  Certainly  the  plant  must  be  large 
enough  for  the  maximum  load.  The  importance  of  these  con- 
siderations will  be  realized  when  planning  turbine  plants,  which 
must  of  necessity  have  a  certain  fixed  maximum  delivered  horse- 
power. Turbines  cannot  be  overloaded  like  steam-engines,  gas- 
engines,  etc.,  using  a  compressible  working  fluid. 

A  Holyoke  test  gives  such  data  that  from  that  time  forward 
the  performance  of  that  particular  turbine  is  practically  known 
for  any  given  set  of  conditions.  So  accurately  has  the  work 
come  to  be  executed  that  the  turbine  is  thenceforward  its  own 
water  meter  and  dynamometer.  But  it  will  not  enable  one  to 
predict  the  performance  of  another  turbine  made  on  exactly  the 
same  lines  but  another  size.  In  the  case  of  this  42-inch  Ameri- 
can turbine  the  plotted  curves  showed  some  erratic  wanderings, 
compared  with  the  45-inch  wheel.  Still,  for  another  45-inch 
wheel,  from  the  same  patterns,  the  results  would  be  found  in 
very  close  agreement  with  the  former  test  In  other  words, 
each  size  and  type  of  wheel  should  be  tested  at  Holyoke,  but 
not  necessarily  each  wheel  of  the  same  size  and  type.  It  is  best 
to  guarantee  the  performance  of  turbine  plants  from  actual  tests 
of  the  turbines  to  be  installed. 

Mr.  Charles  T,  Main, — I  should  like  to  correct  some  state- 
ments in  connection  with  the  "  Central  Pacific,"  mills  now  and 
for  about  fourteen  years  past  known  as  the  "  Lower  Pacific." 
What  Mr.  McElroy  has  said  with  reference  to  this  mill  is  very 
ancient  history.  It  refers  to  conditions  existing  over  twenty 
years  ago ;  at  all  events  it  must  date  back  of  1875,  for  at  this  time 
the  rate  of  $12  per  mill-power  a  day  was  abolished,  and  at  that 
time  the  mill  did  not  possess  an  economical  and  adequate  steam- 
plant. 

After  the  rate  of  $12  per  day  a  mill-power  was  abolished,  the 
rates  for  surplus  water  in  Lawrence  were  $4  a  day  a  mill-power 
for  20  per  cent,  surplus,  $8  between  20  per  cent,  and  50  per  cent., 
and  $4  over  50  per  cent.  In  1894  the  rates  were  changed  again 
to  $4  a  day  up  to  50  per  cent,  surplus  and  $3  for  all  over  50  per 
cent. 
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The  lowering  of  rates  speaks  for  itself.  There  was  a  reason 
for  it,  and  the  reason  was  simply  that  to  meet  present  costs  of 
steam-power  it  became  necessary  to  make  the  reductions.  The 
power  owned  by  the  mills  has  been  paid  for  in  part,  but  there 
is  a  perpetual  rental  which  is  supposed  to  amount  to  about  $300 
per  year  a  mill-power  or  about  $1  a  day  a  mill-power. 

The  mills  own  eleven  mill-powers  or  about  660  horse-power. 
The  three  water-wheels  installed  in  1883  will  develop  about  1,900 
horse-power  under  twenty-eight  feet  head  and  in  times  of  back- 
water much  less.  Two  wheels  only  are  run  during  ordinary  stages 
of  the  river,  the  third  being  in  reserve  for  back-water.  The 
present  engine  was  installed  in  1885  as  a  cross  compound  with 
two  cylinders  with  a  nominal  horse-power  of  1,200.  It  was  so 
designed  that  if  future  additions  or  changes  should  require 
more  power,  it  could  be  made  into  a  pair  of  tandem  engines 
of  2,400  nominal  horse-power.  These  two  cylinders  were  added 
in  1891. 

The  total  power  required  to  run  the  mill  is  about  2,200  horse- 
power, showing  that  the  engine  must  run,  and  it  has  run  every 
day  since  its  erection,  and  the  amount  of  power  which  it  devel- 
ops is  all  that  is  required  in  excess  of  about  700  horse-power 
which  is  produced  by  the  wheels.  That  it  is  cheaper  in  this 
particular  case  to  run  by  steam-power  than  to  pay  the  charges 
for  surplus  water  I  know  from  actual  tests  covering  several 
weeks,  ascertaining  the  costs  under  each  set  of  conditions. 

This  is  the  more  recent- history  of  the  use  of  steam  and  water- 
power  at  the  Lower  Pacific  Mills.  If  any  mill  manager  in 
Lowell  thought  to-day  that  his  steam-power  was  costing  him 
$75  a  year  a  horse-power  there  would  commence  immediately  an 
investigation  to  find  out  the  cause.  "With  compound  condensing 
engine  of  1,000  horse-power  or  thereabout  and  coal  at  $4.50  a 
ton,  there  is  no  good  reason  why  the  total  cost  of  steam-power  in 
mill-work  per  horse-power  per  year  should  exceed  $25  for  a  fifty- 
eight  to  sixty  hours  a  week  run.  The  charges  for  small  amounts 
of  power  produced  or  rented  are  no  measure  of  the  cost  of  the 
production  of  power  in  large  amounts. 

It  may  be  possible  that  a  power  a  long  way  off  from  the  coal- 
fields may  have  great  value  for  a  special  purpose,  such  as  grind- 
ing pulp,  where  the  raw  material  is  at  hand ;  but  when  its  market 
value  for  other  purposes  is  determined,  it  must  be  in  comparison 
with  the  cost  of  power  at  some  other  equally  good  location  for 
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carrying  on  business  where  coal  will  not  cost  $6  a  ton,  but  very 
much  less. 

Mr.  M.  P.  Wood. — Mr.  McElroy  states  that  the  cost  of  the 
Buffalo  Steam-Power  is  $60  per  year.  This,  I  have  seen  detailed 
elsewhere,  is  for  small  plants  under  500  horse-power,  and  is 
approximately  correct.  For  large  plants,  1,000  or  over  horse- 
power, the  cost  would  be  less ;  say  $40  at  the  mosi  Good 
steam  coal  at  Buffalo  is  rated  at  $1.50  per  long  ton  in  the  report 
I  have.  I  think  Mr.  Manning,  agent  of  the  Amoskeag  Works, 
Manchester,  N.  H.,  who  pays  $425  to  $450  for  anthracite,  and 
estimates  his  power  in  1,000  horse-power  units,  for  the  same 
lOJ-hour  duty  would  show  a  different  result.  In  no  estimates 
of  the  cost  of  steam-power  have  I  ever  seen  any  allowances  for 
the  cost  of  water,  and  the  removal  of  the  ashes  included.  To 
show  how  important  these  two  items  are  in  any  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  power,  I  cite  two  cases  in  large  manufactories  at  Scranton, 
Pa.  (Cassier'a  Mo/gazine^  Industrial  Supplement,  p.  vi,  Nov.,. 
1895) 

Cost  of  water $2.84  $2.52 

Cost  of  removal  of  ashes 2.45  0.95 


$4.79  $3.47 

A  fair  estimate  of  the  cost  of  these  two  items  for  compound 
condensing  engines,  and  good  boiler  duty,  is  at  least  $2  per 
horse-power  per  year,  and  is  as  much  a  cost  of  the  yearly  cost 
of  steam-power  as  the  cost  of  the  coal. 

Mr.  Samud  McElroy.* — ^In  reply  to  discussion  points,  it  may 
be  said,  as  to  turbines,  that  analysis  does  not  sustain  the 
extravagant  "  table "  duties  sometimes  advertised ;  and  the 
reception,  use,  and  delivery  of  water  may  each,  if  defective, 
reduce  duty.  Performance  depends  on  weight  of  water  applied  ; 
losses  by  friction,  waste,  and  contraction  of  penstock,  gates, 
wheel,  or  outlets  ;  perfection  of  forms,  materials,  and  workman- 
ship ;  reduction  of  discharge  velocity  by  absorption  of  power ; 
and  free  tail  race,  or  discharge  outlet. 

Weisbach  makes  the  minimum  of  these  losses  17  per  cent 
(overshot) ;  Trowbridge,  16  per  cent,  (turbines). 

As  between  the  Fourneyron  "  outward  flow,"  Jonval  "  parallel 
flow,"  or  American,  Swaine,  etc.  "centre-vent,"  the  first  have 
been  less  effective  on  "  part  gate,"  in  a  case  where  the  concen- 

*  Aatlior's  closure,  under  the  Rules. 
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trated  and  continuous  line  of  water  motion  is  an  important 
principle  of  economy. 

As  to  the  notes  used  for  Lowell  and  Lawrence,  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Main,  government  reports,  so  recent  as  1885,  do  not  show 
any  increased  development  of  power ;  and  an  expert,  naturally, 
in  quoting  estimates,  will  prefer  to  use  carefully  prepared, 
sworn  testimony  of  selected  witnesses,  as  was  the  case  in  the 
"Sudbury  "  appropriation  for  Boston. 

As  to  the  "Central  Pacific"  mill,  so  prominent  a  local 
authority  as  H.  F.  Mills,  C.  R  (p.  73),  says :  "This  conclusion 
I  did  arrive  at,  that  it  was  better  for  the  mills  (not  one  alone)  to 
pay  $12  per  mill-power  per  day  than  to  start  their  engines," 
and  he,  afterwards,  gives  that  special  case  as  occurring  "  months 
together."  Where  I  took  the  rate  at  $4.32  for  thpj  date,  Mr. 
Main  gives  it  for  1894,  at  $4  (up  to  50  per  cent,  surplus). 

The  same  authority  takes  the  cost  of  coal  there  at  $7  per  ton ; 
F.  W.  Bacon  (p.  250)  makes  coal  at  Caxonville  $8  per  ton. 

As  to  the  cost  and  operation  of  steam-plant,  estimating  at  the 
great  factory  and  coal  centre  of  New  York,  an  expert  like  Dr. 
Charles  E.  Emery,  A.  I.  E.  E.,  March,  1893,  puts  the  cost  of  about 
550  horse-power  engines,  high  speed  condensing,  $6471  per 
net  horse-power;  low  speed,  $59.61;  compound  low,  $60.35; 
triple  compound,  $68  to  $73 ;  and  the  operation,  respectively, 
365  days,  20  hours,  coal  $5,  at  $66.55,  $62.21,  $57.35,  $52.38, 
and  $50.56. 

I  preferred  to  use  a  more  conservative  estimate,  since  the 
superior  economy  of  water-power,  per  se,  is  a  principle  of  very 
"  ancient  history." 
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DCLXVII.* 
RECORDING  DEVICE  FOR   TESTING  MACHINES. 

BT  O.   W.  BiaSSLL,  AlOS,  IOWA. 

(Janior  Member  of  the  Society.) 

In  Figs.  8,  9,  and  10,  accompanying  this  paper,  are  shown  views 
of  an  autographic  recording  device  attached  to  a  50,000  pound 
Olsen  testing  machine.  Fig.  8  shows  the  instrument  arranged 
for  obtaining  a  record  of  either  a  transverse  test  or  a  punching 
test,  or  any  other  test  in  which  the  movement  of  the  movable 


Pig.  9. 

head  of  the  testing  machine  may  be  taken  without  gross  error  as' 
equal  to  the  deformation  of  the  test  piece.  J.  is  a  drum  about 
6  inches  in  diameter  and  7  inches  long,  hollow,  and  supported  on 
pivot  bearings  so  as  to  rotate  truly  about  its  geometrical  axis. 
The  pivots  are  supported  in  the  frame  By  shaped  from  sheet  steel, 
and  bolted  to  the  frame  of  the  testing  machine  as  shown.  This 
frame  B  also  serves  to  support  a  rod  C,  upon  which  slides  freely 
the  pencil  carriage  Z>,  from  which  projects  the  pencil  arm  E^  in 

♦Presented  at  the  New  York  meeting  (December,  1895)  of  the  American 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the 
TranaactioM. 
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the  end  of  which  is  the  pencil  point  F.  The  rod  C  is  parallel  to 
the  axis  of  the  drum.  Consequently  the  motion  of  the  pencil  is 
parallel  to  the  axis  of  the  drum.  The  motion  of  the  pencil  is 
obtained  from  the  lever  G^  which  is  a  simple  multiplying  lever, 
its  ratio  of  multiplication  depending  upon  the  location  of  a  knife 
edge  fulcrum,  not  shown  in  Fig.  8,  placed  between  the  moving 
head  of  the  testing  machine,  and  the  point  of  attachment  to  G 


i 

r"*^ 

m.J^m 

^^■ftiSdk.^ 

Pig.  10. 

of  the  cord  Hy  which  passes  over  a  guide  pulley  J  and  another 
guide  pulley  on  the  frame  J?,  not  shown,  and  provided  with  a 
weight  K  to  maintain  the  cord  taut.  This  cord  passes  through 
a  clamp  on  the  pencil  carriage,  thus  giving  to  the  carriage  the 
motion  of  the  end  of  the  lever  G.  The  motion  of  the  drum  A 
is  obtained  from  the  scale  beam  L  of  the  testing  machine,  the 
poise  of  which  is  set  at  zero,  by  means  of  a  wire  M  fastened  to 
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the  end  of  L^  which  drops  vertically  from  its  point  of  attachment 
to  L  and  passes  around  and  is  fastened  to  a  grooved  pulley  con- 
centric with  the  axis  of  the  drum,  and  rigid  in  relation  to  the 


drum.  Secured  to  the  end  of  the  drum  by  its  axis  and  a  thumb, 
screw  iV  is  a  cam  0,  having  in  its  edge  a  groove  to  receive  a  wire 
P  carrying  a  weight  Q.    The  shape  of  this  cam  is  such  that  the 
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angular  motion  of  the  dram  is  exactly  proportional  to  the  motion 
of  the  end  of  the  scale-beam  L  between  its  stops,  the  assumption 
being  made  that  the  leverage  of  the  testing  machine  is  constant 
during  the  small  arc  of  vibration  of  the  scale-beam.  Tbe  weight 
R  is  attached  by  means  of  the  cord  /S'  to  a  small  grooved  pulley 
upon  the  axis  of  the  dram  and  serves  to  balance  the  weight  Q. 
The  dram  A  is  provided  with  clips  for  holding  £he  paper,  as 
shown.  Although  the  cam  was  laid  out  with  very  great  care, 
it  was  deemed  best  to  calibrate  the  device,  and  this  was  done  as 
follows :  A  piece  of  wrought  iron  of  such  size  that  it  could  not 
be  strained  beyond  its  elastic  limit  by  the  full  power  of  the  test- 


FiG.  12. 


ing  machine  was  placed  in  the  testing  machine  and  fitted  with 
micro-electric  extensometers  as  if  for  taking  observations  within 
tbe  elastic  limit  in  a  standard  tension  test.  A  series  of  observa- 
tions of  loads  and  extensions  was  then  taken  very  carefully,  the 
recording  device  being  detached.  A  curve  plotted  from  these 
observations  is  shown  in  Fig.  11.  Then  the  recording  device  was 
attached,  the  poise  of  the  machine  was  set  at  zero,  and  the  same 
test  piece  was  again  stretched  slowly  and  by  such  increments  as 
to  give  as  nearly  as  possible  for  each  such  increment  a  motion  of 
one-quarter  inch  to  the  paper  on  the  dram,  the  pencil  being  drawn 
by  hand  for  each  such  increment,  and  corresponding  micrometer 
readings  being  taken.  The  curve  plotted  from  these  observations 
is  shown  in  Fig.  11 ;  from  these  two  curves  a  third  is  easily  pro- 
duced, showing  the  relation  between  loads  and  the  ordinates  on 
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the  paper.  The  weights  R  and  Q^  in  use  at  present,  give  a  dia^ 
gram  about  5  inches  high  for  the  full  capacity  of  the  machine* 
For  lighter  work,  smaller  weights  R  and  Q  could  be  used  to 
advantage.  Fig.  10  shows  the  method  employed  in  getting  auto* 
graphic  records  of  tension  tests.  The  elongations  are  multiplied 
by  two  as  the  apparatus  is  now  arranged.  A  greater  degree  of 
magnification  necessitates  a  longer  drum.  Fig.  12  shows  a  seriefr 
of  diagrams  obtained  by  putting  a  three-quarter  inch  spiral  punch 
through  plates  of  wrought  iron,  ranging  in  thickness  from  one^ 
eighth  inch  to  eleven-sixteenths  inch. 
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TESTS  OF  A  TEN-HORSE-POWER  DE  LAVAL  STEAM 

TURBINE. 

BT  WILLIAM  r.  M.  GOBS,  LATATXTTB,  DTD. 

(Member  of  the  Society.)  ' 

The  de  Laval  steam  torbine  experimented  upon  oonstitntes  a 
part  of  the  permanent  equipment  of  the  Engineering  Laboratory 
of  Purdue  University,  and  the  present  paper  is  based  upon  data 
secured  chiefly  through  the  assistance  of  Charles  E.  Bruff, 
B.M.E.t 

I. — ^DESCRIPTION  OP  THE  ENGINE. 

In  the  de  Laval  steam  turbine,  jets  of  steam,  delivered  from 
suitable  nozzles,  are  made  to  impinge  against  the  buckets  of  a 
light  turbine  wheel.  The  steam  enters  the  buckets  from  one  side 
of  the  wheel,  and  passing  through,  is  discharged  or  "  exhausted  " 
from  the  opposite  side.  The  arrangement  of  nozzle  and  wheel  is 
shown  by  Fig.  13.  The  motion  of  the  turbine  shaft,  which,  under 
the  action  of  the  jets,  is  extremely  rapid,  is  communicated  by 
gearing  to  a  heavier  and  slower-moving  driving  shaft  carrying  a 
fly-wheel  of  small  diameter ;  from  this  wheel  the  power  of  the 
engine  is  delivered.  Begulation  of  speed  is  secured  by  means  of 
a  ttirottling  governor,  which  controls  the  pressure  of  the  steam 
admitted  to  the  nozzles. 

The  important  moving  parts,  with  approximate  dimensions,  are 
shown  by  Fig.  14.  The  turbine  wheel  is  built  up  of  sixty-three 
steel  segments,  each  carrying  a  bucket  and  a  portion  of  the 
light  outside  rim.  The  segments  are  held  in  place  by  means  of 
suitable  collars,  which  grip  them  on  either  side.     The  wheel  is 

♦Presented  at  the  New  York  meeting  (December,  1895)  of  the  American 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the 
TTan9action9. 

f  "  Tests  of  a  Ten-Horse-Power  da  Laval  Steam  Turbine/'  a  thesis  by  Charles 
B.  BmfF.  1895. 
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mounted  upon  a  long,  slender  shaft,  having  sufficient  flexibility  to 
allow  the  system  at  speed  to  revolve  about  its  centre  of  gravity, 
even  though  this  may  not  agree  with  the  geometrical  axis  of  the 
shaft  The  gear  upon  the  turbine  shaft  is  of  steel,  solid  with  the 
shaft ;  that  upon  the  drive  shaft  has  its  teeth  formed  in  a  bronze 
ring,  which  is  carried  by  a  solid  iron  centre.  The  smaller  gear 
has  twenty-one  teeth,  the  larger  one  two  hundred  and  eight  teeth, 
giving  a  ratio  of  1  to  9.90476. 

The  shafts  run  in  bronze  boxes  completely  lined  with  babbitt 
or  other  soft  metal.  To  assist  in  the  distribution  of  oil  a  spiral 
curve,  the  pitch  of  which  is  about  half  the  diameter  of  the  jour- 
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nal,  is  cut  into  the  metal  of  the  bearing.  The  outboard  bearing 
on  the  turbine  shaft  is  closed  at  the  end,  and  a  small  pipe  runs 
from  the  closed  end  to  a  point  over  the  gears.  The  pumping 
action,  resulting  from  the  presence  of  the  spiral  oil-way,  gives  a 
constant,  though  small,  supply  of  oil  upon  the  gears.  The  gears 
do  not  dip  in  oil,  though  the  case  which  encloses  them  receives 
drainage  from  all  the  bearings. 

The  governor  is  connected  with  the  driving  shaft,  of  which,  at 
first  sight,  it  appears  to  be  but  an  extension.  It  is  shown  in 
detail  in  Fig.  14.  The  weights,  WW,  with  their  arms,  CC^  are  in 
the  form  of  a  split  cylindrical  cup.  Upon  the  outside  and  at 
the  base  of  each  weight  a  knife  edge,  EE,  is  formed,  which  bears 
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upon  a  suitable  surface  in  the  governor  frame,  A  A,  A  spiral 
spring  is  fitted  at  its  inner  end  with  two  projecting  pins,  which 
bear  upon  the  arms,  C(7,  of  the  governor  weights.  The  outer  end 
of  the  spring  is  connected  with  the  frame  by  the  threaded  plug  Z>. 
When  the  governor  is  at  rest  the  concave  surfaces  of  the  weights 
are  in  contact  with  the  frame,  and  the  tension  of  the  spring 
keeps  the  knife  edges  upon  their  seat.  When  the  governor  is 
revolving  at  speed  the  weights  are  under  centrifugal  action  and 
move  outward,  swinging  upon  their  knife  edges,  against  the  resist- 
ance of  the  spring.  The  motion  of  the  weights  is  taken  up  by  the 
pin  F^  by  which  it  is  communicated,  through  suitable  mechanism 
(not  shown),  to  the  governor  valve  above  the  engine. 

The  nozzles  which  serve  to  deliver  steam  to  the  wheel  are  four 
in  number,  and  are  so  fixed  in  the  frame  of  the  engine  as  to  act 
upon  the  turbine  wheel  at  points  which  are  equally  distant  from 
each  other.  Two  of  the  four  are  provided  with  stop-cocks,  which, 
when  closed,  put  out  of  action  the  nozzles  with  which  they  are 
connected.  By  means  of  the  stopcocks,  therefore,  the  engine 
may  be  run  under  the  action  of  two,  three,  or  four  nozzles,  at  the 
will  of  the  engineer. 

The  distinguishing  feature  of  the  engine,  perhaps,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  form  of  the  nozzles.  All  are  diverging,  the  throat 
or  smallest  diameter  being  approximately  2  inches  from  the  dis- 
charge end.  Three  have  a  diameter  in  the  throat  of  0.138  inch, 
and  one  a  diameter  of  0.157  inch. 

It  is  assumed  that  the  form  of  the  nozzles  is  such  that  the 
pressure  of  the  steam  as  it  passes  from  the  orifice  wiU  be  that  of 
the  surrounding  medium,  and,  since  the  flow  is  nearly  adiabatic, 
it  is  clear  that  if  this  condition  is  realized  all  the  energy  of  pres- 
sure is  transformed  into  energy  of  motion  before  the  steam  is 
allowed  to  impinge  upon  the  buckets  of  the  turbine  wheel.  The 
medium  surrounding  the  nozzles  in  the  machine  is  practically 
that  of  the  exhaust,  so  that  the  expansion  from  the  pressure  of 
the  boiler  to  that  of  the  exhaust  is  complete  before  the  steam  has 
contact  with  any  moving  part  of  the  machine. 

Lateral  motion  of  the  driving  shaft  is  limited  by  contact 
between  the  large  gear  and  the  bearings  on  either  side.  With 
this  shaft  fixed,  the  double  spiral  of  the  gears  makes  lateral 
motion  of  the  turbine  shaft  impossible.  All  forces,  therefore, 
tending  to  displace  the  turbine  wheel  laterally  are  transferred  to 
the  slow-moving  shaft,  where  ample  rubbing  surfaces  can  be  pro- 
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vided  without  seriously  impairing  the  efficiency  of  the  machine 
through  f  rictional  losses — a  happy  solution  of  an  otherwise  diffi- 
cult problem.  When  it  is  remembered  that  the  parts  shown 
(Fig.  14)  are  those  of  a  machine  capable  of  developing  10  horse- 
power, that  the  driving  shaft  under  normal  conditions  makes 
2,400  revolutions  a  minute  and  the  turbine  shaft  practically 
ten  times  as  many,  the  opportunity  for  the  display  of  good  de- 
sign and  workmanship  may  be  better  appreciated.  Viewed 
as  a  piece  of  mechanism,  the  engine  tested  appears  to  merit 
high  commendation,  both  as  to  design  and  workmanship,  but 
the  service  which  has  thus  far  been  obtained  from  it  is  not 
sufficient  to  show  the  effect  of  long-continued  use. 


IL — THE   TESTS. 

Arrcmgements  for  Testing. — ^Fig.  15,  from  a  photograph,  shows 
the  engine  with  its  auxiliary  apparatus.  The  power  of  the 
engine  was  absorbed  by  a  Prony  brake,  cooled  by  constant 
streams  of  water.  The  exhaust  steam  was  piped  to  a  Wheeler 
condenser,  open  to  the  atmosphere.  The  water  resulting  from 
condensation  was  drained  into  tin  buckets,  which  were  changed 
and  weighed  at  regular  intervals. 

Gauges  were  used  to  show  the  steam  pressure  both  above  and 
below  the  governor  throttle,  the  former  giving  the  pressure  avail- 
able at  the  engine,  and  the  latter  the  pressure  under  which,  in 
consequence  of  the  action  of  the  governor,  the  steam  was  admit- 
ted to  the  nozzlea  A  manometer  was  also  attached  to  the 
exhaust  pipe,  but  as  this  pipe  is  large  (3  inches  diameter)  and 
the  connection  with  the  condenser  close,  the  observed  pressure 
was  never  appreciably  different  from  that  of  the  atmosphere. 

Conditions  and  Results. — The  boiler  pressure  for  all  efficiency 
tests  was  130  pounds  by  gauge,  for  which  pressure  the  particu- 
lar nozzles  used  were  designed.  The  rated  speed  of  the  fly- 
wheel is  2,400  revolutions  per  minute  (23,771  for  turbine  wheel), 
but  this  standard  was  not  maintained  for  all  the  tests.  The 
governor  was  adjusted  several  times  as  the  work  progressed,  and 
it  was  not  until  several  tests  had  been  run  that  the  proper  speed 
was  secured.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  differences  of 
speed  recorded  do  not  materially  affect  the  value  of  results  for 
purposes  of  comparison. 
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The  tests  are  grouped  into  three  series,  the  first  including 
those  for  which  all  four  nozzles  were  in  action,  the  second  those 
with  three,  and  the  third  with  two.  The  several  tests  in  each 
series  were  intended  to  vary  from  each  other  only  in  amount  of 
power  delivered  from  the  wheel.  All  tests  were  of  thirty  minutes' 
duration,  and  all  observations  were  taken  at  five-minute  intervals. 


Fig.  15. 

The  conditions  of  each  test  were  maintained  with  such  uniform- 
ity that  the  observations  of  any  five-minute  interval  were  very 
nearly  identical  with  the  average  of  all  observations  taken  for  the 
test. 

The  observed  and  calculated  results  appear  in  tabulated  form 
herewith  (Table  I.) : 
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TABLE  I. 
A  SXTHMABT  OF  RESULTS  OF  TbSTS. 


S;^ 

Steam  Prbs- 

5l    Is? 

1 

III 

£« 

f 

subkbbtQaugi 

& 

In  Engine 
below 

Governor 
Valve. 

Total  Poan 
Steam  per  I 

Pounds of 8 

per  Bral 

Horee-powe 

Hour. 

^ 

2138 

0.00 

180 

17.1 

120.8 

2 

2545 

1.63 

180 

42.2 

210-8 

128.6 

8 

2088 

2.36 

180 

48.5 

280.8 

99.8 

All  foar  nozzles  in  action,  three 

4 

2118 

2.97 

180 

55.6 

254.6 

86.7 

having  a  diameter  in  throat 

5 

1917 

3.46 

180 

61.9 

275.5 

79.6 

of  0.138  inch  and  one  a  diam- 

6 

2072 

4.38 

180 

70.8 

818.0 

71.6 

eter  in  throat  of  0.167  inch. 

7 

2128 

6.10 

180 

76.9 

828.5 

64.4 

8 

2576 

7.62 

130 

99.6 

408.0 

63.6 

9 

2458 

8.24 

180 

104.4 

422.8 

61.3 

J 

10 

2411 

10.33 

180 

126.8 

491.8 

47.8 

Three  nozzles  in  action, two  hav-  "j 

11 

2584 

0.00 

180 

81.8 

121.4 

ing  a  diameter  in  throat  of 

12 

2112 

3.96 

180 

88.6 

267.8 

67.8 

0.1  H8  inch  and  one  a  diameter  ( 

18 

2125 

4.77 

180 

98.4 

286.0 

60.0 

in  throat  of  0.157  inch.            j 

14 

2490 

6.60 

180 

111.7 

846.8 

63.3 

Two  nozzles    in    action,    each 
having  a  diameter  in  throat  - 
of  0.188  inch. 

15 
16 
17 

2546 
2049 
1909 

0.00 
1.96 
3.43 

180 
180 
180 

42.2 

88.5 

121.1 

99.8 
162.6 
222.9 

83!4 
66.0 

18 

2412 

3.87 

180 

127.0 

229.6 

69.3 

It  will  be  seen  that,  with  all  four  nozzles  in  action,  and  with  the 
engine  developing  a  little  more  than  its  rated  power,  the  steam 
consumption  per  horse-power  per  hour  is  as  low  as  47.8  pounds. 
In  comparing  this  result  with  results  obtained  from  other  engines, 
the  small  size  of  the  engine  tested  (10  horse-power)  should  be 
kept  in  mind,  and  also  the  fact  that  the  rate  of  consumption 
stated  is  based  upon  brake-power.  The  efficiency  of  the  engine 
falls  off  rapidly  as  the  load  is  decreased,  and,  as  would  be 
expected,  the  effect  is  most  marked  when  all  the  nozzles  are  in 
action.  This  may  best  be  seen  by  means  of  the  three  heavy- 
lined  curves  given  in  Fig.  16.  Assuming  the  nozzles  to  be  cut  out 
of  action  one  at  a  time,  as  soon  as  the  reduction  of  load  becomes 
sufficient  to  permit  the  work  to  be  done  without  them,  the  mini- 
Dium  steam  consumption  at  different  loads,  for  the  boiler  pres- 
sure and  speed  employed,  is  represented  by  the  broken  line 
/gdebc,  Pig.   16.     Again,   if,  instead   of  four  nozzles,   an   infi- 
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nite  number  ooald  be  employed,  and  if  the  goyernor  could  be 
arranged  so  as  to  regulate  the  number  in  action,  rather  than  the 
pressure  admitted  to  them,  the  steam  consumption  of  the  engine 
in  question  might  be  made  to  follow  a  line  somewhat  similar  to 
the  light  broken  line  gee  But  the  heavy  lines  indicate  the 
results  which  were  actually  obtained. 

The  engine  requires  very  little  attention  and  is  almost  noiseless 
in  action.     The  governor  is  quick  to  act.  and  its  speed  regulation 


appears  to  be  fair,  except  when  changes  of  load  are  large  and 
suddenly  made.  After  such  a  change,  the  engine  requires  a  little 
time  before  settling  down  to  steady  running  under  the  new 
conditioDS. 

Starting-Power. — As  the  speed  of  the  de  Laval  engine  is  high, 
it  is  evident  that  the  force  in  action  must  be  comparatively  low. 
To  determine  the  maximum  resistance  under  which  the  engine 
might  be  expected  to  start,  the  brake  was  clamped  upon  the  fly- 
wheel so  that  the  latter  could  not  turn  within  it.  Steam  was  then 
admitted  to  the  engine,  and  readings  were  taken  from  the  scale 
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noder  the  brake  arm.  The  resulfc  of  this  process,  of  course, 
depends  apon  the  steam  pressure  and  the  number  of  nozzles  in 
action.  With  all  nozzles,  and  with  a  steam  pressure  of  about 
125  poands  bj  gauge,  the  maximum  starting-power  is  equal  to  a 
force  of  30  pounds  acting  at  a  radius  of  one  foot.  The  following 
tabulated  data  (Table  IL)  gives  the  startiilg-power  for  different 
pressures,  and  when  two,  three,  or  four  nozzles  are  in  action. 


TABLE  n. 

STABTmO-POWEK  OF  ENGINE. 


Steam  pressure  by  gauge. . .     , 

Efifective  radias  of  brake  arm,  feet. . . 

Beading  of  scale  under  brake  arm,  lbs. 

Equiyalent  force  in  pounds,  acting  at  a 

radius  of  one  foot 


Fonr  Nozzles  in 
Action. 


125.2 

1.6 

20.0 

80.0 


71.1 

1.5 

12.1 

18.2 


Three  Nozzles 
in  Action. 


125.2 

1.5 

14.1 

21.2 


71.1 
1.5 
9.0 

18.5 


Two  Nozzles 
in  Action. 


125.2 

1.5 
9.5 

14.8 


71.1 
1.5 
6.0 

9.0 


DISCUSSION. 

Mr.  Wmiam  8.  AldrtcL — ^These  tests,  we  believe,  are  the  first 
which  have  been  made  on  this  steam  turbine  in  this  country. 
They  have  certainly  been  made  with  great  care  ;  and,  when  the 
size  of  the  machine  is  considered,  the  results  compare  favorably 
with  those  which  have  been  obtained  by  Prof.  L  E.  Cederblom, 
of  the  Polytechnic  College,  at  Stockholm,  Sweden.  The  latter 
were  from  a  60  horse-power  de  Laval  steam  turbine,  working 
from  108  to  122  pounds,  gauge  pressure,  steam  condensed  by  a 
Korting  ejector  condenser  maintaining  a  vacuum  of  about  twenty- 
six  inches  of  mercury,  and  developing  an  average  of  63.7  brake 
horse-power,  with  a  steam  consumption  of  19.  73  pounds  per 
brake  horse-power  per  hour.  This  performance,  when  the  tur- 
bine was  developing  over  25  per  cent,  of  its 'rated  load,  will  be 
seen  to  be  at  a  more  favorable  point  than  the  rated  capacity, 
upon  an  inspection  of  the  curve  given  in  Professor  Goss's  paper. 
In  other  words,  successively  overloading  the  turbine  results  in 
a  regularly  decreasing  steam  consumption.  This  is  a  very  im- 
portaot  point  and  contrary  to  the  case  of  an  ordinary  steam 
engine,  in  which  Willan's  law  is  known  to  have  its  exceptions, 
even  at  constant  speed. 
The  total  steam  consumption,  per  hour,  we  have  carefully 
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plotted  on  tbe  same  base,  of  the  brake  horse-power,  as  giyen  in 
Fig.  15.  All  of  the  plotted  points  fall  so  near  a  straight  line 
that  one  is  inevitably  drawn  into  making  the  conclusion  that  the 
divergences  above  and  below  the  straight  line  can  be  accounted 
for  as  errors  of  observation.  We  have  taken  the  points  for  the 
run  with  four  nozzle^  The  range  of  values  in  the  other  cases  is 
not  sufficient.  We  believe  that  this  series  of  values  given  by 
Professor  Goss  furnishes  the  first  graded  determination  of  the 
performance  of  a  steam  turbine  by  which  we  are  enabled  to  pre- 
dict its  fulfilment  of  Willan's  law.  That  is  to  say,  the  curve  of 
steam  consumption,  for  the  run  with  four  nozzles,  as  plotted  in 
Fig.  15,  is  practically  an  equilateral  hyperbola. 

It  is  not  well  to  be  hasty  in  drawing  conclusions,  especially 
from  the  first  of  a  series  of  values.  But,  if  we  mistake  not,  the 
law  will  hold  good  for  any  steam  turbine  if  it  will  hold  good  for 
this  one.  They  have  the  one  characteristic  in  common  of  using 
the  working  fluid  continuously,  and  not  intermittently,  as  in  the 
ordinary  steam  engine.  We  think  it  therefore  not  illogical  to 
paraphrase  Willan's  law,  and  say  that,  in  the  case  of  a  steam 
turbine  at  a  constant  speed,  the  total  weight  in  pounds  of 
steam  used  per  hour  is  given  by  a  linear  equation  of  the  form, 
w=:  a+bx  brake  horse-power. 

The  constants  a  and  b  may  be  determined  from  any  two  runs 
of  the  series.  We  are  aware  that  Willan's  law  is  usually  applied 
to  the  indicated  horse-power ;  but  this  would  only  change  the 
nature  of  the  constants,  in  almost  all  cases  of  the  ordinary  steam 
engine,  and  cannot  be  applied  in  case  of  the  steam  turbine  till 
we  have  some  way  of  obtaining  the  indicated  horse-power. 

Noting  Fig.  15  again,  it  will  be  seen  that,  for  the  case  of  the 
present  turbine,  of  10  horse-power  rated  capacity,  'the  base  may 
readily  be  converted  into  "  per  cent,  brake  horse-power."  Steam 
consumption  curves,  plotted  on  this  base,  are  well  known  to 
show  the  inherent  rapidity  of  increase  of  steam  consumption,  at 
light  loads.  So  that  we  are  obliged  to  look  at  the  light-load  end 
of  the  curves  to  the  disadvantage,  apparently,  of  the  turbine, 
because  we  cannot  plot  the  same  on  the  usual  "  per  cent,  indi- 
cated horse-power  "  base.  Still  its  showing  is  not  at  all  dis- 
creditable. It  shows  clearly  that  the  increase  of  steam  con- 
sumption per  horse-power  at  light  loads  is  much  less  than  with 
ordinary  steam  engines,  a  feature  which  has  previously  been 
pointed  out  in  connection  with  Ewing's  tests  of  Parsons's  steam 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TESTS  OF  A  TEN-HORS^-POWER  DE  LAVAL  STEAM  TURBINE.      91 

turbine.  This  is  not  so  very  remarkable  as  it  may  appear,  when 
we  consider  the  regulation,  by  throttling,  and  the  practical  uni- 
formity of  the  rate  of  flow  of  steam  for  the  usual  range  of  work- 
ing pressures. 

The  flow  of  steam,  as  may  be  seen  by  examining  Table  I.,  is  in 
close  agreement  with  what  is  known  as  Napier's  approximate 
formula ;  that  is,  that  the  weight  of  steam  discharged  &om  an 
orifice  or  tube,  per  second,  is  approximately  equal  to  the  area  of 
the  orifice  in  square  inches,  multiplied  by  the  absolute  pressure 
per  square  inch  of  the  higher  pressure,  when  discharging  into 
a  lower  pressure,  less  than  three-fifths  of  the  higher.  It  is  to 
be  noted,  also,  that  the  difference  of  pressures  was  increased, 
in  these  tests,  by  raising  the  higher.  The  results  agree  with 
boiler  practice,  in  which  the  flow  increases  into  the  atmosphere 
as  the  pressure  in  the  boiler  is  increased.  But  the  area  of  dis- 
charge orifice  is  not  that  which  should  be  taken  from  the  diam- 
eters, but  some  sectional  area  beyond  the  throat  sections  of  the 
nozzles.  Where  to  take  this  section  still  remains  to  be  deter- 
mined.  What  we  wished  to  point  out,  however,  was  that  in  the 
case  of  a  steam  turbine  it  is  its  own  meter  of  steam  consump- 
tion, so  to  speak,  as  soon  as  we  have  recorded  its  performance 
through  a  range  of  values  such  as  Professor  Goss  has  here  given 
us  for  the  De  Laval  turbine. 

The  steam  turbine  which  has  been  tested  like  this  one  be- 
comes its  own  dynamometer  also.  For  we  may  standardize  it 
at  constant  speeds  by  such  a  test  as  this,  determine  the  constant 
which  it  is  necessary  to  use  in  connection  with  Napier's  formula, 
thence  determine  the  total  steam  used,  under  the  given  speed 
conditions  and  absolute  pressure,  from  which  we  may  determine 
the  brake  horse-power  by  the  application  of  Willan's  law.  In 
short,  after  such  a  test  as  this,  we  are  enabled  to  determine  the 
brake  horse-power  from  the  reading  of  the  steam  gauge  below 
the  governor  valve,  and  a  tachometer  on  the  shaft.  At  constant 
speed  the  record  of  a  recording  steam  gauge,  if  integrated, 
would  give  the  average  for  variiBible  loads. 

We  should  like  to  know  the  quality  of  the  steam  in  all  of  this 
series  of  tests,  however.  No  separator  was  used  in  these  tests, 
nor  calorimeter  to  detexmine  quality  of  steam  after  passing 
separator  and  before  entering  nozzles.  Will  not  the  entrained 
water  and  that  due  to  condensation  during  the  assumed  adia- 
batic  expansion  have  the  same  effect  as  in  a  water  turbine  ? 
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A  series  of  rans,  also, 
at  regularly  varied 
speeds,  with  other  con- 
ditioDs  constant,  would 
give  valuable  data  for 
further  analysis  of  this 
interesting  steam  tur- 
bine. 

This  form  of  the  tur- 
bine, that  of  the  axial  jet 
type,  has  been  pointed 
out  by  Weisbach  as  hav- 
ing considerable  loss  due 
to  the  oblique  impact  of 
the  stream  line,  in  case 
of  water.  We  believe  the 
tangential  type,  similar 
to  the  Pelton  wheel,  will 
be  finally  adopted  for 
this  work.  The  form  of 
nozzle  must  evidently  be 
changed,  to  give  a  solid 
stream  line  for  the  issuing 
steam;  this  form  has 
already  been  shown  by 
Mr.  Strickland  L.  Kneass. 
in  his  studies  of  the  in- 
jector. The  same  is  given 
by  him  in  discussing  Pro- 
fessor Webb's  Paper: 
"  Performance  of  a  Steam 
Reaction  WheeL"*  If  we 
accept  the  analogy  be- 
tween the  steam  turbine 
and  water  turbine,  which 
Professor  Webb  has  also 
pointed  out  in  another 
former  paper,  "Note  on 

♦  Tramaciiona  A.  S,  M,  E,, 
▼ol.  xii.,  p.  897. 
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the  Steam  Turbine/'  *  it  would  appear  that  we  might  determine 
the  theoretical  horse-power,  from  the  equivalent  gravity  head  of 
the  weight  of  steam  discharged,  by  Napier's  nde.  Though  we 
must  proceed  with  care  in  use  of  hydraulic  analogies ;  for  steam 
does  not,  like  water,  flow  from  an  orifice  with  a  velocity  due  to 
its  gravity  head. 

Mr.  e/.  W.  Lieb^  Jr. — It  may  be  of  interest  to  the  members  to 
learn  that  in  a  few  weeks  the  Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Com- 
pany of  New  York  will  have  in  operation  at  one  of  its  stations 
two  300  horse-power  de  Laval  steam  turbines  w;^th  attached 
dynamos  (Fig.  17).  These  turbines  were  built  by  the  Maison 
Breguet,  Paris,  and  are  now  on  their  way  to  this  port.  They 
were  ordered  under  guarantee  to  comply  with  the  following 
specifications : 

Each  300  horse-power  turbine  is  to  drive  two  Desroziers 
dynamos,  each  of  100  kilowatts  (133  horse-power)  capacity. 
The  turbine  shaft  is  to  run  at  13,000  revolutions,  driving  at  a 
speed  of  1,300  revolutions,  by  means  of  helical  gearing,  two 
dynamo  shafts  situated  on  either  side  of  the  turbine  shaft. 
Each  dynamo  is  to  be  capable  of  generating  continuously  with- 
out undue  heating  770  amperes  at  130  volts,  or  625  amperes  at 
160  volts.  If  the  turbines  are  built  to  be  operated  either  con- 
densing or  non-condensing,  as  a  mongrel  type,  with  a  steam 
pressure  of  10  kilos  per  square  centimeter  (142  pounds  per 
square  inch)  at  the  throttle,  and  with  a  vacuum  of  65  centimeters 
at  the  condenser,  the  steam  consumption  per  brake  horse-power 
is  guaranteed  not  to  exceed  8^  kilos  (18.7  pounds) ;  with  a  free 
exhaust  t^e  steam  consumption  is  not  to  exceed  16  kilos  (35.2 
pounds).  If  it  should  be  contemplated  to  operate  the  turbines 
ordinarily  with  a  condenser,  the  guaranteed  steam  consumption 
will  be  reduced  to  7i  kilos  (16.5  pounds)  per  brake  horse- 
power. In  this  case  the  turbine  disk  would  have  a  diameter 
of  0.75  meter  (29  inches),  instead  of  0.50  meter  (19^  inches)  for 
the  mongrel  type. 

We  hope  at  some  future  time  to  present  to  the  Society  for 
discussion  the  results  of  the  test  we  shall  make  on  these  units 
under  various  conditions  of  load  and  steam  pressure.  The 
principal  dimensions  of  the  unit  will  appear  from  the  accom- 
panying general  plan  drawn  to  a  scale  i^V*  ^^^  general  plan  of  a 
600  horse-power  Parsons  turbine,  as  proposed  to  the  New  York 
*  Tranmctions  A.  8.  M.  E.,  vol.  xii.,  p.  888. 
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niammating  Company  by  C.  A.  Parsons  &  Co.,  of  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  is  also  submitted  (Fig.  18). 

Mr,  George  L  Bocktvood. — The  principles  involved  in  the  con- 
struction of  one  of  these  turbines  of  such  large  power  as  three 
hundred  horse  are  not  different,  I  believe,  from  those  governing 
the  construction  of  the  little  machine  tested  by  Professor  Goss, 
so  far  as  economy  in  operation  is  concerned ;  that  is,  the  case 
should  be  different  from  that  of  the  reciprocating  steam  engine, 
in  which,  from  purely  geometrical  considerations,  the  small 
engine  will  inevitably  be  less  economical  of  steam  than  the  larger 
engine.  Though  I  am  not  informed  about  this,  yet  I  suppose 
the  speed  of  the  buckets  is  the  same  for  any  size  of  turbine. 
At  any  rate,  if  I  am  correct  in  my  premise  that  large  turbines 
are  no  more  economical  than  small  ones,  then  it  seems  as  if 
Professor  Goss's  experiments  give  but  small  promise  of  the  ful- 
filment of  the  guarantee  of  nineteen  pounds  made  to  the  Edison 
company  by  the  foreign  builders. 

Possibly  the  investment  in  de  Laval  steam  turbines  may  be 
justified  if  their  use  is  confined  to  carrying  the  heaviest  portions 
of  the  total  load  during  the  usually  short  periods  when  the 
station  is  called  upon  to  put  forth  its  utmost  energy ;  but  I  do 
not  suppose  that  the  advantage  is  so  apparent  on  average  run- 
ning loads. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


96  EXPERIMENTS  ON  THE  FRICTION  OF  SCREWS. 


DCLXIX.* 

EXPERIMENTS  ON  THE  FRICTION  OF  SCREWS. 

BT  ALBBRT  KIN08BUBT,  DUBHAM,  N.  H. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

WrrmN  the  past  three  jeaxs  the  writer  has  made  several  hnndred 
experiments  on  the  friction  of  metallic  screw-threads  nnder  the 
conditions  of  very  slow  motion,  free  lubrication,  and  pressures 
varying  from  zero  to  14,000  pounds  per  square  inch  of  bearing 
surface. 

The  results  sought  were  the  minimum  and  the  mean  coefficients 
of  friction  under  these  conditions.  No  attempt  was  made  to  find  a 
maximum  coefficient ;  this  would  require  trials  without  lubricants, 
and  with  rough  surfaces.  The  maxima  obtained  under  the  given 
conditions  were  noted,  however. 

The  tests  were  made  upon  a  set  of  square-threaded  screws  and 
nuts  of  the  following  dimensions : 

Outside  diameter  of  screw 1.426  inch 

Inside  diameter  of  nut 1.278    " 

"  Mean  diameter  "  of  thread 1.852    •* 

Pitch  of  thread i    •• 

Depth  of  nut 1^    *'    (effective) 

This  depth  of  nut  makes  the  area  of  thread  approximately  one 
square  inch,  so  that  the  total  axial  load  on  the  screw  is  also  the 
pressure  per  square  inch  on  the  thread  surface. 

The  nuts  fit  the  screws  very  loosely,  so  that  all  friction  is  ex- 
cluded, except  that  on  the  faces  of  the  threads  directly  supporting 
the  load.  The  threads  were  cut  carefully  in  the  lathe,  and  had 
been  worn  to  good  condition  by  trials  previous  to  those  here 
recorded.     Screw  No.  5  was  not  quite  so  smooth  as  the  others. 

The  machine  used  for  the  experiments  was  designed  for  the  pur- 
pose.   It  was  built  in  the  New  Hampshire  College  shops  in  1891-92, 

♦  Presented  at  the  New  York  meeting  (December.  1895)  of  the  American 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the 
Transaetions, 
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and  now  forms  part  of  the  laboratory  equipment  of  the  college. 
It  is  used  by  students  for  experiments  similar  to  these ;  also  for 
testing  materials  in  torsion  and  in  compression.  The  only  changes 
involved  in  its  several  uses  are  in  the  loose  jaws  receiving  the 
test  pieces.  The  machine  is  shown  in  front  view  in  Fig.  19,  in 
which  the  pendulum  is  swung  forward  about  45  degrees,  and  in 
iseotion  (upper  part  only)  in  Fig.  20. 


Fig.  19. 

The  construction  of  the  machine  is  clearly  shown  in  the  section. 
The  gearing  at  the  left  serves  to  turn  the  test  screw,  the  thrust 
being  received  by  the  ball  bearing.  The  nut  is  carried  by  the 
pendulum,  co-axial  with  its  hardened  steel  spindle,  which  turns 
and  moves  enawise  freely  in  its  ball  bearing.  The  moment  re- 
quired to  turn  the  nut  is  indicated  by  the  amount  by  which  the 
pendulum  swings  out  from  the  vertical  as  the  screw  is  turned. 
The  thrust  of  the  nut  is  transmitted  through  the  spindle  of  the 
7 
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pendulam  to  the  trook  piston  in  the  hesTj  cylinder,  the  oil  con- 
fined behind  the  piston  forming  a  frictionless  thmst  bearing,  upon 
which  the  piston  turns  with  the  spindle,  while  the  rise  of  the  pen- 
cil of  the  indicator  shows  the  total  pressure  on  the  piston,  which 
is  the  load  on  the  screw.  (In  the  section,  the  piston  is  at  the  ex- 
treme right  of  its  f-inch  motion.)  The  piston  is  close-fitting,  with- 
out packing  of  any  kind,  and  its  motion  is  practically  frictionless 


T0nSlON>COMPftCS9lON    TESTING 
MACHINE 


Fig.  20. 


at  slow  speeds.  Thus  the  swing  of  the  pendulum  is  that  due  to 
the  action  at  the  threads  of  the  test  .screw,  and  that  only,  to  a 
reasonable  degree  of  exactness. 

The  thrust  is  ultimately  taken  up  by  tension  in  the  long  side 
bolts  passing  through  the  front  and  rear  crossbeads.  The  cylin- 
der, with  its  attached  parts,  slides  along  these  bolts  to  adjust  for 
different  lengths  of  test  pieces,  the  motion  being  obtained  by 
means  of  the  geared  nuts  back  of  the  rear  crosshead. 
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An  autographic  record  of  each  test  is  obtained  by  means  of  the 
iodicator.  As  the  screw  is  turned,  setting  up  pressure  in  the  oil  in 
the  cylinder,  the  pencil  rises  an  amount  proportional  to  the  pres- 
sure. At  the  same  time,  as  the  pendulum  swings  out,  a  pin  at  its 
back  lifts  the  slider  above  it  a  distance  proportional  to  the  moment 
of  the  pendulum,  and  by  the  wire  this  motion  is  transmitted  to  the 
drum  of  the  indicator.  Thus  any  point  on  the  line  traced  by  the 
pencil  indicates,  by  its  ordinate,  the  pressure  on  the  screw,  and  by 
its  abscissa  the  moment  required  to  turn  the  nut  under  that  load. 
The  hand-pump  serves  to  replace  the  oil  from  the  front  to  the  back 
side  of  the  piston,  past  which  the  oil  gradually  leaks  under  pres- 
sure. When  the  machine  is  used  for  simple  compression  tests^ 
the  pump  is  used  to  apply  the  pressure. 

The  screws  and  nuts  used  in  the  test  were  as  follows: 

Screws. 

No.  MATXB14L. 

1 Mild  Steel. 

2 Ck>mmoii  Wrought  Iron. 

8 Cart  Iron. 

4 Cast  Bronze. 

5 Mild  Steel — Gafle-hardened. 

NUTB. 

6 MildSteel. 

7 Common  Wrought  Iron, 

S Cast  Iron. 

9 Cast  Brass. 

Four  sets  of  tests  were  made  with  lubricants  and  pressures,  as 
follows : 


No.  OF  Srr.                                              LrBRicANT. 

Maximum  Load. 

1         Heavy  Machinery  Oil 

14,000  lbs. 

2        1  Winter  Lard  Oil 

14,000    ** 

8        .Heavy  Machinery  Oil  and  Graphite,  in  equal  volumes . . . 

4        iHeavv  Machinery  Oil 

Heavy  Macnineryuu 

14,000    '• 
4,000    ** 

The  "  Heavy  Machinery  Oil "  was  a  purely  mineral  oil  of  spe- 
cific gravity  .912.  The  **  Winter  Lard  Oil "  had  a  specific  gravity 
of  .919. 

In  each  set  of  tests,  screw  No.  1  was  tested  with  nuts  Nos.  6,  7, 
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8,  and  9,  successively ;  then  screw  No.  2,  with  the  same  nuts,  in 
the  same  order,  and  so  on.  In  the  first  set  eight  cards  were  taken 
from  each  pair ;  but  as  the  mean  of  the  first  four  cards  taken 
throughout  was  identical  with  the  mean  of  all,  it  was  considered 
that  four  cards  each  would  suffice  in  the  remaining  set&  Set  No. 
8  is  a  dupUcate  of  a  previous  set,  with  the  exception  that  the  pres- 
sure was  carried  to  8,000  or  10,000  pounds  only  in  the  first  trial, 
while  in  the  second  (the  one  tabulated),  the  pressure  was  carried 
to  14,000  pounds.  The  mean  results  of  the  two  sets  were  prac- 
tically identical.  The  screws  and  nuts  were  flooded  with  oil  when 
placed  in  the  machine  ;  the  four  or  eight  cards  were  then  taken 
without  re-oiling,  except  as  the  oil  was  redistributed  each  time 
the  pressure  was  relieved ;  and  when  taken  out,  both  screw  and 
nut  were  thoroughly  cleaned  in  dry  sawdust  before  interchanging, 
except  in  set  3,  in  which  they  were  not  cleaned. 

The  method  of  testing  was  as  follows :  The  test  pieces  being 
placed  in  the  machine,  the  gearing  was  turned  by  hand,  driving 
the  screw  at  a  very  slow  rate  (not  more  than  one  revolution  in  two 
minutes),  until  the  pressure  was  raised  to  the  desired  amount,  the 
pendulum  meanwhile  being  swung  out  by  the  moment  required  to 
turn  the  nut.  Tbe  relative  motion  of  screw  and  nut  during  this 
time  was  very  slight,  being  only  that  due  to  spring  of  parts  of  the 
machine,  and  the  slight  displacement  of  oil  in  the  cylinder ;  so 
that  the  action  between  screw  and  nut  was  quite  similar  to  that 
taking  place  in  ordinary  machine  bolts  when  tightened  upon 
comparatively  unyielding  material.  The  motion  was  usually 
rather  irregular,  the  screw  and  nut  being  relatively  at  rest  from 
ten  to  twenty  times  during  the  tightening,  as  is  well  shown  by  the 
cards.     This  was  partly  due  to  the  jar  of  the  gearing. 

When  the  maximum  pressure  was  reached,  the  gearing  was 
locked,  and  the  hand  relief  valve  was  opened  slightly ;  as  the 
pressure  fell  the  pendulum  slowly  descended,  turning  the  nut  on 
the  screw  in  the  same  relative  direction  as  before,  but  reversing 
all  the  motions  of  the  machine,  which,  by  their  friction,  might 
aflfect  the  card.  Thus,  if  the  piston  did  not  turn  freely,  it  would 
iliake  the  "  up  "  line  on  the  card  too  high,  and  the  "  down  "  line 
too  low  ;  and  for  friction  in  the  indicator  piston  and  other  parts 
there  would  be  corresponding  deviations  in  the  lines.  But  in 
most  tests  the  *'  up  "  and  the  "  down  "  lines  coincided  very  closely, 
showing  either  almost  total  absence  of  friction,  or  compensiitioii 
of  the  errors.     In  those  cards  in  which  the  lines  did  not  sensibly 
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coinoide,  the  true  card  was  assumed  to  lie  midway,  as  this  would 
give  the  proper  mean,  whether  the  deviations  were  due  to  friction 
in  the  machine  or  to  change  of  the  coefficient  at  the  screw.    Usu- 


Uean  Coeffidents  of  Friction 
.17  17  .17 


.17 


1- 1080.2  inch-pounda.  0^  0^  Oj 

Heavy  MachlDeiy  Oil— Cast  Iron  Screw— Brass  Nat. 

i  Coefficients  of  Friction 
.15 


1- 1080.2  Inch-pounds  O4  O5  0,  0, 

Heavy  Machinery  OH— Wrought  Iron  Screw— Brass  Nut 

Fig.  21. 

afly  the  "  down  "  line  was  the  smoother,  the  jar  of  the  gears  being 
absent. 

The  general  form  of  the  cards  is  that  of  a  curve  closely  approxi- 
mating a  straight  line,  with  small  irregularities  throughout,  as 
shown  in  Fig.  21.  The  curvature  is  usually  in  the  direction  indi- 
cating a  smaller  coeflScient  at  higher  pressures ;  a  straight-line 
card  would  indicate  a  constant  coefficient,  or  *^  friction  propor- 
tional to  pressure." 
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The  coefficients  given  in  the  first  three  tables  were  taken  at 
10,000  pounds  load  on  the  screw.  The  fourth  set  was  made  with 
much  lighter  indicator  spring  and  pendulum,  to  get  a  large  card 
at  low  pressures.  As  the  average  result  of  this  set,  read  at  3,000 
pounds,  was  practically  identical  with  that  of  the  first  set,  read  at 
10,000  pounds,  it  was  assumed  that  each  card  might  be  considered 
as  a  "  straight-line  "  card. 

The  labor  of  computation  from  the  cards  was  reduced  to  a  mini- 
mum by  plotting  on  a  piece  of  transparent  celluloid  a  series  of 
straight-line  cards  with  a  common  origin,  and  for  coefficients  vary- 
ing by  .02  from  .04  to  .24,  and  involving  all  corrections  shown  to 
be  necessary  by  a  careful  calibration  of  all  parts  of  the  machine 
and  indicator.  '  The  celluloid  sheet  being  placed  over  the  actual 
card,  the  proper  average  coefficient  for  that  card  could  be  read 
off. 

The  computations  were  based  upon  the  formula 

,  p  +  M^d 

in  which 


0=  P^ 


Q  =  tangential  force  necessary  to  turn  the  nut,  applied  at  the 

mean  radius  of  the  thread. 
P  =  total  axial  load. 
j>  =  pitch  of  thread. 
d  =  mean  diameter  of  thread, 
/i  =  coefficient  of  friction. 

The  comparatively  low  coefficients  frequently  obtained  in  set 
No.  3  were  also  made  evident  by  the  "overhauling"  of  the  screw 
when  pressure  was  applied  by  the  hand-pump— the  highest  coeffi- 
cient at  which  this  can  occur  being  about  .076  for  these  screws. 
The  graphite  and  oil  were  well  distributed  between  the  nut  and 
the  screw,  the  looseness  of  the  fit  making  this  possible. 
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TABLE  I. 
Mban  Coefficients  fob  Heavy  Machinery  Oil. 


(Actuallj  read  at  10,000  pouods  pressure  per  square  inch.    Each  figure  is  the 
average  for  eight  cards.) 


SOBCWt. 

Nura. 

6 

Mild 
Steel. 

7 

Wrought 
Iron. 

8 

Cast 
Iron. 

9 

CMt 

Bras9. 

1  Mild  steel 

.141 
.189 
.125 
.124 
.133 

1 
.16 

.14        , 
.189 

.185       ' 
.148 

1 

.186 
.188 
.119 
.172 
.18 

.186 

2  Wrought  Iron 

.147 

8  Cast  iron 

.171 

4  Cast  bronze 

5  Mild  steel,  case-hardened. . . 

.182 
.198 

Mean  of  all.  .1426. 

Highest  for  a  single  card  (screw  5.  nut  9). 
Lowest        *'  **        (screw  8,  nut  8). 


.20 
.11 


TABLE  II. 


Mean  Coefficients  for  Lard  Oil. 


(Actually  read  at  10,000  pounds  pressure  per  square  inch.     Each  figure  is  the 
average  for  four  cards.) 


SCRTWR. 


XUT*. 


7 

8 

.105 

.10 

.1075 

.10 

.10 

.095 

.10 

.11 

.0975 

.105 

Mean  of  all,  .101)8. 

Highest  for  a  single  card  (screw  4.  nut  0) 
Lowest        **  *•         (screw  8,  nut  8) 


.11 

.12 

.11 

.1825 

.1875 


.25 
.09 
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TABLE  III. 

Mean  Coeppiciknts  for  Heavy  Machinery  Oil  and  Graphite. 

(Aotually  read  at  1U,UU0  pounds  pressure  per  square  inch.     Each  figure  is  the 
average  for  four  cards.) 


No.    OF 
SCRSWB. 

NuT8. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 

.111 

.0675 

.065 

.04 

2 

.089 

.07 

.075 

.055 

8 

.1076 

.071 

.105 

.059 

4 

.Q71 

.045 

.044 

.086 

5 

.1275 

.055 

.07 

.085 

'Mean  of  all,  .07. 

Highest  for  a  single  card  (screw  5,  nut  6) 15 

Lowest        "  **        (screw  5,  nut  9) 08 


TABLE  IV. 

Mean  Coeffioients  for  Heavy  Machinery  Oil. 

(Actually  read  at  8,000  pounds  pressure  per  square  inch.     Each  figure  is  the 
average  for  four  cards.) 


No.  OF 
SCKBWS. 

No.  or 

NUTg. 

6 

7 

8 
.182 

9 

1 

.147 

.156    • 

.127 

2 

.15 

.16 

.15 

.117 

8 

.15 

.157 

.14 

.12 

4 

.127 

.18 

.13 

.14 

5 

.155 

.1775 

.1675 

.1325 

Mean  of  all,  .1488. 

Highest  for  a  single  card  (screw  5,  nut  7) 19 

Lov^est        '•  '*        (screw  2,  nut  9) 11 

The  conclusions  which  the  results  seem  to  warrant  are  : 
That  for  metallic  screws  in  good  condition,  turning  at  ex- 
tremely slow  speeds,  under  any  pressure  up  to  14,000  pounds  per 
square  inch  of  bearing  surface,  and  freely  lubricated  before  appli- 
cation of  the  pressure,  the  following  coeflScients  of  friction  may 
be  used  : 


Digitized  by 


Google 


EXPKMMENTS  ON  THE  FKICTION  OF  SCREWa  105 

Coefficients  of  Friction. 


LUBRICXltT. 

Minimam. 

Mazimnm. 

Mean. 

Lard  oil 

.09 
.11 
.08 

.25 
.19 
.15 

.11 

Heavy  machinery  oil  ^minfiral) 

.148 

Heayy  machinery  oil  and  graphite,  in  equal  volumes 

.07 

The  writer  does  oot  consider  that  the  tests  prove  that  any  one 
of  the  metals  used  develops  less  friction  than  any  of  the  others, 
nnder  the  methods  of  testing  employed,  although  such  results 
might  be  inferred  from  Table  III.,  for  instance,  in  which  the 
coefficients  for  the  brass  nut  are  uniformly  lower  than  for  any  of 
the  others.  "Nor  does  he  believe  that  the  method  of  testing 
employed  is  the  best  possible ;  a  number  of  oast-iron  nuts  and 
screws  tested  by  themselves,  and  a  number  of  steel  nuts  and 
screws  similarly  tested,  might  give  results  showing  less  variation 
than  is  evident  in  the  records  given  above,  and  hence  more  defi- 
nitely comparable  with  each  other. 

Addendum. — In  using  the  machine  for  testing  materials  in 
torsion,  a  graduated  arc  and  a  pointer  are  attached  directly  to 
the  ten-inch  test  piece  at  points  eight  inches  apart.  The  two-inch 
drum  above  the  head  of  the  pendulum  (shown  in  the  photograph 
only)  is  used  for  obtaining  "  semi-autographic  "  records.  For 
equal  intervals  in  the  angle  of  torsion,  as  read  on  the  graduated 
arc,  the  drum  is  turned  by  hand  a  fixed  number  of  teeth  on  its 
ratchet-wheel,  while  the  pencil,  carried  on  an  arm  of  the  slider, 
rises  a  distance  proportional  to  the  moment  of  the  pendulum. 
The  record  thus  obtained  gives  virtually  a  number  of  points  in 
the  true  card,  from  which  both  strain  and  stress  may  be  scaled ; 
or  the  strain  may  be  referred  directly  back  to  the  graduations  on 
the  ara  After  the  stress  has  been  carried  sufficiently  beyond  the 
elastic  limit,  the  rotation  of  the  drum  is  discontinued,  and  the 
maximum  moment  is  autographically  recorded'  by  the  vertical 
rise  of  the  pencil.  The  angle  of  torsion  at  rupture  is  determined, 
in  ductile  materials,  from  the  fractured  specimen,  marks  being 
made  for  the  purpose  before  testing.  With  brittle  materials  the 
angle  of  torsion  at  rupture  may  best  be  determined  from  the  ini- 
tial amd  final  positions  of  the  heads  carrying  the  jaws,  the  reading 
arc  and  pointer  being  removed  before  fracture.  The  cards 
obtained  as  above  are  on  a  large  scale  to  a  point  somewhat 
beyond  the  elastic  limit ;  the  maximum  stress  is  determined  accu- 
rately, and  the  maximum  strain  is  determined  with  sufficient 
accuracy  for  any  practical  purpose. 
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DISCUSSION. 

Prof,  i?.  H.  Thurston. — Professor  Kingsbury  is  to  be  com- 
plimented on  the  ingenuity  and  efficiency  of  his  apparatus,  as 
well  as  upon  his  experimental  results,  obtained  in  a  field  as  yet 
very  little  explored.  When  working  up  this  subject,  years  ago, 
in  collecting  material  afterwards  published  in  Friction  and  Lost 
Worky  it  became  evident  that  almost  nothing  of  the  small  quan- 
tity of  experimental  matter  then  available  could  be  relied  upon 
to  give  correct  data ;  and  this  is,  I  think,  the  only  considerable 
work  done  since  which  gives  us  reliable  information  relative  to 
this  particular  case  of  friction  of  lubrication  of  heavily  loaded 
screws  or  of  very  high-pressure  friction  of  lubrication  of  any 
kind.  The  machine  employed  and  the  facts  collected  are  wel- 
come contributions  to  our  experimental  apparatus  and  to  our 
literature  of  friction  and  lost  work  in  machinery.  Many  modi- 
fications and  numberless  applications  have  been  made  of  the 
"  autographic  recording  torsion  mechanism,"  the  first,  I  think, 
ever  made  use  of  in  testing  machinery  of  any  kind,  but  none 
that  I  have  seen  seems  to  me  better  planned  or  better  suited  to 
a  special  investigation  for  which  it  has  been  devised.  It  has, 
hitherto,  been  next  to  impossible  to  obtain  satisfactory  meas- 
ures of  the  coefficient  of  friction  at  such  great  pressures  ;  these 
fill  a  long-existing  hiatus  in  our  tables. 

The  reported  results  appear  to  confirm  deductions  which  have 
been  previously  only  provisional  and  uncertain,  and  to  show 
that,  at  pressures  measured  by  tons  on  the  square  inch,  the 
friction-coefficient,  even  for  rest,  may  be  kept  down  to  usual  and 
moderate  figures — provided  abrasion  is  avoided.  At  least,  that 
is  the  apparent  deduction  from  the  fact  that  lard  oil  acts  better 
than  "  heavy  machinery  oil,"  and  graphite  mixed  with  oil  gives 
the  best  results  of  alL  It  would  be  interesting  to  secure  figures 
for  sperm  oil,  which  I  l^ave  usually  found  better — if  pure — than 
lard,  under  exceptionally  heavy  work.  I  have,  for  many  years, 
advised  the  introduction  of  graphite  of  fine  grades,  and  specially 
purified,  wherever  these  great  loads  are  to  be  carried  on  hteavy 
and  slow-moving  machinery,  as  under  the  main  centres  of  large 
engine-beams,  and  under  the  pivots  of  swing-bridges  ;  assuming 
that  its  interposition  between  the  rubbing  surface  will  greatly 
aid  in  insuring  smooth  and  uninterrupted  operation,  by  giving 
safety  against  abrasion.     Oils,  and  even  greases,  may  be  driven 
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'Out  by  pressure,  but  not  usually  graphite.  I  hope  that  Mr. 
Kingsbury  will  give  us  some  figures,  later,  on  the  friction  of  the 
heavy  greases,  like  "  Albany  grease,"  for  example,  under  these 
pressures.  Such  lubricants,  probably  always  undesirable  under 
light  loads,  may  be  found  satisfactory  under  very  high  inten- 
sities of  pressure,  even  on  the  score  of  moderate  coefficients  of 
-friction. 

The  superiority  of  cast  iron  on  cast  iron,  in  some  of  these 
experiments,  may  perhaps  be  due  to  the  spongy  constitution  of 
the  metal,  insuring  retention  of  the  lubricant,  and,  to  some  ex- 
tent, thus  securing  the  ultimate  effect  of  use  of  graphite.  The 
superiority  of  the  combination  of  graphite  and  the  brass  sur- 
face, in  Table  III.,  is,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  not  accidental.  It 
has  been  customary,  with  many  engine-builders,  for  a  genera- 
tion and  more,  to  use  brass  piston-rings  where  a  soft  cylinder 
gives  rise  to  danger  of  injury  by  abrasion ;  and  good  bronze  has 
always  been  found  useful  in  heavy  work ;  though  under  light 
pressure  cast-iron  on  cast-iron,  and,  on  hard-driven  machinery, 
as  at  sea,  white-metal  surfaces  are  often  required  under  parts 
liable  to  spiing. 

Mr.  William  S.  Aldrich. — The  application  of  the  principles  of 
the  torsion  testing  machine  have  been  admirably  worked  out  for 
the  experiments  in  this  new  field.  The  almost  frictionless 
movement  of  the  trunk  piston,  in  the  heavy  cylinder  of  Pro- 
fessor Kingsbury's  apparatus,  is  due  to  a  happy  adaptation  of 
the  well-known  principle  that  the  frictional  resistance  is  re- 
duced to  a  minimum  in  such  case  when  rotatory  motion  is  com- 
bined with  the  axial  movement.  The  next  step  would  have  been 
to  provide  that  the  indicator  piston  should  have  the  same 
kind  of  helical  motion. 

Indicators  will  no  doubt  have  this  feature  introduced  in  their 
construction.  We  shall  then  see  no  more  the  accumulation  of 
zig-zag  expansion  lines  due  to  sticky  indicator  piston,  on  series 
of  consecutive  cards  taken  at  intervals  too  short  for  oiling  up. 

We  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  zig-zag  lines  in  the  diagrams 
shown  in  the  paper  are  due  to  this  cause  :  this  characteristic  is 
there  explained  as  being  due  to  the  intermittent  method  of  run- 
ning the  test,  as  well  as  to  the  gearing  used.  But  we  notice 
some  kinks  on  these  lines  for  which  there  is  possibly  some  other 
explanation,  notwithstanding  the  small  scale  on  which  they  are 
drawn. 
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The  hydraulic  transmission  of  the  pressures  by  the  piston 
method,  it  is  admitted,  is  accompanied  with  leakage.  Such 
losses  increase  with  the  pressures.  They  will  not  compensate 
each  other  on  the  "  up  "  and  "  down  "  runs,  as  the  losses  due  to 
mechanical  friction  are  recognized  to  do.  The  hydraulic  trans- 
mission is  on  what  has  been  termed  a  ''  closed  system."  There- 
fore, leakage  occurring  on  the  "  up  '  run  vitiates  very  slightly 
that  record ;  while  on  the  **  down "  run  there  is  certainly  less 
oil  present  in  the  system,  introducing  an  initial  error,  followed  by 
diminishing  leakage  as  the  pressure  is  relieved  on  this  **  down" 
run.  The  losses  due  to  this  cause  are  not  extensive  enough  to 
alter  materially  the  long-run  average.  We  wish  to  point  out 
that  the  indicator  cannot  be  depended  upon  for  very  accurate 
quantitative  work  when  recording  pressures  transmitted,  as  in 
this  case,  in  a  closed  hydraulic  system.  Such  records  show 
comparative  pressures  of  considerable  use  in  qualitative  experi- 
mental work,  however. 

The  inherent  failure  of  the  indicator  in  this  connection  was 
also  reported  upon  by  Professor  Carpenter  in  discussing  a  pre- 
vious paper  of  mine,  on  the  "  Use  of  the  Indicator  for  Continuous 
Becords  in  Dynamometric  Testing."  In  that  paper  I  advocated 
the  diaphragm  method  of  receiving  the  pressure,  and  hydraulic- 
ally  transmitting  the  same  to  a  diaphragm  pressure-recording 
gauge,  or  one  of  the  closed-tube  type.  While  these  are  made 
for  rectangular  as  well  as  circular  diagrams,  the  latter  would  be 
especially  useful  in  the  present  case.  The  angular  motion  of 
the  chart  could  be  made  to  correspond  exactly  with  that  of  the 
pendulum  of  the  torsion-testing  machine. 

These  experiments  on  the  friction  of  screws  have  some  valu- 
able practical  applications  in  the  common  screw-jack. 

Graphite  is  shown  to  reduce  greatly  the  coefficient  of  friction 
when  used  with  heavy  machinery  oil.  Taking  the  case  of  a  mild 
steel  screw  working  into  a  cast-brass  nut,  the  use  of  graphite 
with  the  oil  will  enable  a  man  to  lift  the  same  weight  with  only 
60  per  cent,  of  his  applied  force  required  without  graphite. 
This  is  from  the  only  tabulated  results  with  graphite,  at  10,000 
p(>unds  pressure  per  square  inch.  We  should  like  to  see  similar 
comparative  data  at  other  pressures,  as  well  as  the  coefficient 
of  friction  with  use  of  graphite  alone.  A  slight  modification  of 
the  machine  would  adapt  it  to  experimental  work  in  determining 
the  friction  of  collar  and  ring  thrust  bearings. 
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Mr.  William  Kent, — ^I  woald  like  to  ask  Professor  Kingsbury 
irhat  coefficient  he  would  advise  using  in  designing  machinery 
for  very  heavy  work.  Should  we  be  safe  to  take  .15  as  the 
coefficient  of  friction,  which  is  the  maximum  given  with  machin- 
ery oil  ?  I  would  also  suggest  future  experiments  to  see  if 
forced  lubrication  could  be  applied  to  a  screw.  I  know  it 
would  be  very  difficult  to  get  oil  at  14,000  pounds  to  the  square 
inch  upon  the  surface,  but  I  think  a  proper  apparatus  could  be 
got  up  to  do  that.  We  might  possibly  get  a  small  current  of 
oil  flowing  through  a  very  fine  orifice  in  the  screw  itself  into 
the  nut,  so  as  to  lubricate  the  nut  under  great  pressure. 

Mr.  J.  F.  HdUoway. — I  think  the  gentleman  is  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  having  gotten  up  a  very  nice  machine ;  just  what  it 
shows,  whether  the  friction  of  the  screw,  or  the  value  of  the  lubri- 
cant, I  have  not  yet  quite  made  out.  It  is  rather  a  laboratory 
experiment  on  a  large  scale.  Those  of  us  who  have  occasion  to 
use  nuts  and  bolts  in  ordinary  practice  are  often  at  a  loss  to 
know  what  pressure  is  produced  by  screwing  down  a  nut.  Some 
here  have  no  doubt  struggled  in  trying  to  screw  a  nut  on  a 
bolt,  and  finding  it  go  very  hard,  have  hit  it  a  few  blows  with  a 
hammer  on  the  comer  of  the  nut  and  then  run  it  down  with 
their  fingers,  thus  showing  that  the  friction  of  nuts  is  often 
due  to  mechanical  and  accidental  conditions.  I  cannot  see  how 
a  test  on  such  an  apparatus  as  described  would  help  us  to 
know  whether  the  friction  of  the  nut  was  due  to  mechanical 
defects,  want  of  area,  or  imperfect  lubrication.  It  is  doubtless 
known  to  many  here  that  in  making  very  large  bolts,  where  the 
thread  is  cut  in  a  lathe,  that  if  the  tap  is  cut  on  the  same  pitch  pre- 
cisely as  that  of  the  bolt,  the  difference  in  the  shrinking  of  the 
tap,  when  a  large  and  long  one,  is  enough  to  make  a  difference 
in  the  pitch  of  the  thread  to  such  an  extent  as  very  often  to  make 
the  nut  go  very  hard  unless  made  a  loose  fit,  and  it  is  the  practice 
in  some  places  where  this  has  been  observed,  to  cut  the  tap 
with  a  slight  difference  in  the  pitch  from  the  bolt,  which  helps 
to  make  the  nut  and  bolt  move  much  more  easily,  and  fit  very 
much  better. 

As  I  said  before,  I  congratulate  the  gentleman  on  building  a 
very  nice  machine,  but  I  do  not  see  how  we  people  who  have  to 
use  these  things  practically  are  going  to  derive  very  much  bene- 
flt  from  the  action  of  the  apparatus  shown. 

Mr.    0,    C.    Wodlson, — I   would    like   to   ask   the    gentleman 
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what  character  of  graphite  he  used;  was  it  pure,  and  how^ 
highly  refined,  etc.,  as  I  regard  that  as  a  very  important  matter. 
I  had  experience  years  ago  in  using  graphite  on  engine  bearings^ 
which  had  to  be  kept  running,  and  I  thought  it  was  rather  a 
cute  trick,  for  it  kept  the  bearings  comparatively  cool ;  but  after 
a  time  all  my  oil  holes  and  grooves  were  pretty  well  clogged  up,, 
due  to  the  character  of  graphite  used. 

Mr.  Oeorye  Whitehead. — The  experiments  made  by  this  gentle- 
man evidently  show  that  a  little  graphite  does  a  great  deal  of 
good  to  prevent  friction.  But  there  are  very  often  cases  where 
nuts  and  bolts  go  very  tight;  in  fact,  I  have  seen  hundreds 
broken,  one  after  another,  where  simply  a  drop  of  oil  stopped 
the  breakage  entirely. 

Prof.  James  E.  Denton. — I  appreciate  the  cleverness  of  the 
design  of  this  machine  for  its  purpose,  but  it  probably  shows 
nothing  regarding  the  relative  value  of  lubricants  for  bearinga- 
having  any  ordinary  speed  of  rubbing. 

The  friction  measured  was  practically  the  friction  of  rest;, 
that  being  the  case,  it  was  like  putting  a  couple  of  files  together 
and  pushing  hard  enough  to  force  the  teeth  out  of  mesh  with 
each  other.  Graphite  then  fills  in  the  teeth  and  lessens  their- 
depth  as  oil  cannot,  and  thereby  affords  less  friction  than  oiL 
The  friction  of  surfaces  moving  over  each  other  at  ordinary- 
speed  is,  however,  not  lessened  by  the  use  of  graphite  with  oil,> 
unless  the  surfaces  are  abnormally  rough. 

Mixtures  of  graphite  with  oil  for  use  on  smooth  surfaces,  such 
as  railroad  car  axles,  have  involved  such  great  viscosity  that  the 
friction  was  much  greater  than  with  ordinary  car  oils. 

Begarding  the  friction  due  to  too  tight  a  fit  of  nuts,  the  experi- 
ments, I  understand,  do  not  include  any  such  friction,  as  the 
nuts  were  made  to  fit  very  loosely.  I  take  it,  the  results  of  the 
experiments  apply  to  slow-moving  screw  gearing — such  as  for 
the  crossheads  of  screw-testing  machines  and  worms — and  they 
are  certainly  a  very  desirable  contribution  to  our  meagre  knowl- 
edge regarding  coefficients  of  friction  for  such  conditions. 

Mr,  Charles  L.  Newcomb. — I  believe  a  great  many  of  us  have 
used  soapsuds  to  relieve  the  friction,  and  I  would  like  to  suggest 
that  if  Mr.  Kingsbury  makes  any  further  experiments  that  he 
try  good  soft  soapsuds.  I  have  often  used  it  where  oil  was 
ineffectual,  and  found  it  relieved  the  trouble.  Perhaps  it  mighi 
be  worth  while  to  experiment  with  it. 
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Mt.  Francis  Schumann. — The  information  contained  in  the 
paper  of  Mr.  Eingsbnry  is  very  important,  especially  to  those 
who  have  large  screws  to  design. 

Our  information  of  the  frictional  resistance  of  special  or  pri- 
mary parts  is  very  meagre  indeed.  The  intention  of  Mr. 
Kingsbury's  experiments,  as  I  understand  it,  was  to  determine 
the  coefficient  of  friction  rather  than  the  efficiency  of  the  lubri- 
cants used. 

For  any  one  who  has  large  traversing  screws  to  design,  eight 
or  ten  inches  in  diameter,  the  first  thing  to  determine  is  the  co- 
efficient of  friction  on  the  inclined  plane  formed  by  the  threads, 
and  when  it  comes  to  utilizing  two  or  three  hundred  horse- 
power to  overcome  the  loads,  exact  data  are  very  important. 
All  present  data  as  to  friction  coefficients  at  all  applicable  are 
those  for  flat  surfaces.  I  have  never  before  seen  any  informa- 
tion as  to  the  actual  friction  of  screws.  The  experiments  of  Mr. 
Kingsbury  likewise  denote  the  importance  of  careful  workman- 
ship. 

If  we  have  large  screws  in  which  irregularities  of  workmanship 
are  to  be  apprehended,  it  shows  the  importance  of  the  parts 
fitting  loosely,  to  diminish  the  amount  of  friction,  because  a 
close  fit  and  unevenness  would  require  considerable  excess  of 
power  and  time  before  the  conditions  as  to  resistance  originally 
assumed  were  realized. 

A  matter  that  attention  may  be  called  to  is  the  leverage  of 
friction.  To  be  rigid,  we  should  take  cognizance  of  the  law 
of  the  relative  angular  motion,  which  slightly  increases  the 
lever  arm.  Of  course  it  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  splitting  hairs. 
The  formula  for  the  tangential  force  may  be  given  in  a  simpler 
form,  the  tangential  force  being  equal  to  the  tangent  of  the  sum 
of  the  two  angles — thai  is,  the  angle  of  inclination  and  the  angle 
of  repose. 

Mr.  Charles  L.  Oriffin, — I  want  to  say  just  a  word  to  emphasize 
the  importance  of  this  question  of  the  coefficient  of  friction.  In 
the  city  of  Si  Louis  the  Granite  City  Steel  Company  has  a  large 
forty-ton  crane.  The  trunnions  of  the  ladle  are  supported  by  two 
very  heavy  steel  screws  running  in  bronze  ntits  eighteen  inches 
long,  the  screws  being  about  six  inches  in  diameter.  The  nut 
is  carried  in  a  steel  tube  which  is  filled  \^th  oil,  so  that  as  the 
screw  turns  and  runs  the  tube  up  and  down,  the  screw  project- 
ing through  the  bottom  of  the  nut  is  continually  plunged  in  a 
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bath  of  oil.  Now  in  designing  this  screw  the  question  of  the 
coefficient  of  friction  was  of  course  a  very  important  one,  and 
the  assumption  was  made  that  a  screw  acting  under  the  given 
conditions  would  have  a  coefficient  of  friction  of  somewhere  in 
the  vicinity  of  eight  and  ten  per  cent  That  was  merely  a  guess, 
however.  When  the  crane  was  put  in  operation  and  worked 
under  a  load,  the  guess  proved  to  be  somewhere  near  right. 
Now  if  we  could  have  determined  beforehand  positively  what 
the  coefficient  of  friction  would  have  been  with  certain  grades 
of  oil,  it  would  have  assisted  us  very  much  to  a  closer  power 
calculation. 

I  do  not  see  why  this  question  of  the  coefficient  of  screws 
should  not  be  distinctly  applicable  to  worms  and  worm  wheels 
running  in  a  bath  of  oiL  Now  in  the  crane  business,  although 
I  believe  that  it  is  usually  considered  that  the  worm-wheel  crane 
is  somewhat  a  thing  of  the  past,  yet  at  the  same  time  there  are 
special  cases  where  the  worm  wheel  will  work  in  very  nicely. 
In  that  case  they  are  usually  kept  in  a  continuous  bath  of  oil, 
and  the  motion  is  quite  slow.  But  so  far  as  I  know  the  only 
data  which  we  have  at  hand  to  determine  what  is  the  coefficient 
of  friction,  and  consequently  the  efficiency  of  the  worm  wheel, 
embrace  simply  each  man's  own  individual  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject. It  seems  to  me  that  this  question  of  the  coefficient  of 
friction  is  very  important,  and  that  any  investigation  which 
tends  to  define  its  limits,  especially  in  the  simple  case  of  a  slow- 
moving  screw,  is  to  be  highly  valued. 

Mr,  Oberlin  Smith — I  too  think  that  this  machine  is  a  very 
ingenious  one  and  valuable  for  finding  out  what  it  has  found  out. 
But  as  has  been  said,  the  conditions  are  so  different  from  aver- 
age ones  with  a  very  slow  motion,  with  everything  perfectly 
favorable  to  keeping  the  oil  in  its  place,  etc.,  that  it  does  not 
give  us  very  much  practical  knowledge.  What  we  want  is  to 
have  such  experiments  supplemented  in  a  very  much  more  care- 
ful way.  We  should  have  tests  of  the  actual  nuts  and  screws 
used  for  hoisting  and  for  pressing  substances,  and  of  worm  gear- 
ing, running  in  a  bath  of  oil,  as  it  is  usually  easy  enough 
to  arrange,  and  also  running  under  ordinary  conditions  of  lubri- 
cation, such  as  the  first-named  screws  are  subjected  to.  I  think 
none  of  us  realize,  until  we  try  it,  what  a  variation  there  is  in 
the  friction  of  our  machinery  in  general.  I  have  made  some 
rough  tests  recently  with  fly-wheels  weighing  from  500  to  1,500 
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pounds  miming  loose  on  stationary  shafts.  Thej  had  long  cast- 
iron  hubs,  smoothly  reamed  out,  two  or  three  inches  in  diame- 
ter, running  on  forged  steel  shafts,  turned  as  average  lathe  work. 
No  special  pains  were  taken  to  polish  the  surfaces,  and  ordinary 
lubricating  oils  were  used.  I  have  been  surprised  to  find  the 
coefficient  of  friction  running  as  high  as  35  per  cent. — all  the  way 
from  10  to  35 — ^but  this  high  rate  must  haye  been  due  to  slow 
starting  and  a  short  arc  of  motion  without  giving  time  for  tho 
oil  filrn  to  properly  adjust  itself.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  vari- 
ation in  the  friction  is  as  great  in  almost  all  of  our  transmission 
machinery.  I  do  not  see  why  the  conditions  on  the  screw-thread 
should  be  different  from  those  of  ordinary  journals ;  as  we  all 
want  to  use  screws,  it  would  be  very  interesting  if  we  could  have 
some  more  practical  experiments,  so  as  to  know  what  we  actu- 
ally are  losing  in  friction.  As  I  understand  it,  this  paper  does 
not  attempt  to  deal  with  the  abstract  question  of  the  relative 
efficiency  of  the  different  screws.  That,  of  course,  is  easily 
found  by  knowing  the  pitch  and  pressure,  etc.  We  want,  how- 
ever, to  get  the  friction  coefficients  just  as  low  as  we  possibly 
can,  because  screws  are  a  very  inefficient  device  at  best,  and 
with  the  very  best  conditions  of  service  and  lubrication  we 
still  lose  a  good  deal  of  energy  with  every  screw  we  use. 

Professor  Denton. — I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Smith  if  he  ever 
tried  spinning  his  wheel  and  letting  it  stop  ? 

Mr.  Smith. — No;  the  experiments  were  tried  with  a  rope 
wrapped  around  the  fly-wheel  rim  and  a  spring-balance  attached. 
The  moment  at  the  friction  surfaces  was  of  course  obtained  by 
finding  the  inverse  ratio  between  the  radius  of  the  wheel  and  the 
radius  of  the  shaft.  The  static  friction  in  starting  from  a  state 
of  rest,  when  the  wheel  had  been  standing  some  time,  reached  in 
some  cases  the  laaximum  figure  named,  but  fell  from  25  to  60 
per  cent,  after  getting  thoroughly  in  motion.  That  is,  it  would 
start  off  with  a  coefficient  of  25  to  35,  and  get  down  to  a  rate  of 
15  to  25  while  being  moved  at  the  rim,  through  the  spring-bal- 
ance, about  as  fast  as  a  man  would  naturally  pull,  perhaps  3  or 
4  feet  a  second.  I  did  not  make  any  tests  running  at  high 
speed. 

Prof.  Albert  Kingsbury* — The  trend  of  the  discussion  indi- 
cates that  the  results  of  the  experiments  are  a  beginning  in  a 
direction  in  which  much  more  information  is  needed  by  engi- 

*  Author's  closure,  under  the  Rules. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


114  EXPERIMENTS  ON  THE  FRICTTION  OF  SCREWS. 

neers.  The  writer  has  long  been  aware  of  this  as  the  result  of 
his  own  experience ;  and  while  he  has  projected  a  yariety  of  addi- 
tional experiments,  for  which  the  apparatus  seems  adapted,  he 
has  chosen  to  present  at  this  time  his  results  thus  far  obtained. 

Dr.  Thurston,  Mr.  Woolson,  and  Mr.  Newcomb  have  raised 
various  questions  regarding  the  lubrication.  Short  tests  have 
been  made  with  nearly  all  the  lubricants  suggested — sperm  oil, 
soap,  heavy  greases,  dry  graphite,  paraffine,  and  possibly  others ; 
but  in  none  of  these  have  the  tests  been  extensive  enough  to 
warrant  publication  of  the  figures. 

The  graphite  used  in  the  tests  was  Dixon's  **  Perfect  Lubri- 
cator." A  short  test  was  made  with  some  of  this  graphite  which 
the  writer  had  attempted  to  purify  specially,  on  the  assumption 
that  silicates  might  be  present  in  the  commercial  article ;  but 
no  conclusive  results  were  obtained. 

Professor  Aldrich  thinks  there  is  some  error  in  the  cards, 
due  to  leakage  of  the  oil  in  the  cylinder.  Even  if  this  leakage 
were  of  considerably  greater  extent  than  that  which  actually 
occurs,  it  is  not  evident  to  the  writer  that  either  the  "  up  "  or 
the  "  down "  line  could  be  affected  by  it  in  the  least  degree. 
The  indicator,  except  as  influenced  by  its  own  friction,  registers 
without  error  the  pressure  on  the  oil  in  the  cylinder ;  and  only  an 
extremely  minute  local  drop  in  the  pressure  could  exist.  The 
leakage  was  mentioned  by  the  writer  only  because  it  would  pre- 
vent sustaining  the  load  on  a  compression  test-piece  long  enough 
to  make  a  micrometric  test  of  the  shortening  of  the  test-piece. 

The  indicator  was  adopted  for  the  recording  apparatus  pri- 
marily because  it  was  the  only  thing  of  the  kind  at  hand ;  but  it 
would  probably  prove  more  desirable  than  the  Bourdon  gauge  or 
the  diaphragm  gauge,  on  account  of  facility  in  changing  springs 
and  in  calibration  by  dead  loads.  If  a  circular  chart  or  card 
were  used,  showing  angular  motion  of  the  pendulum,  this  would 
involve  another  factor  in  the  computations.  The  device  used,  giv- 
ing the  moments  directly,  is  quite  simple  and  easily  calibrated* 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  fchat  a  coefficient  of  friction  would  be  of 
little  use  in  case  of  a  tight  nut,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Holloway ; 
nor  would  it  be  of  use  in  any  other  case  in  which  the  load  is 
wholly  unknown. 

The  question  as  to  the  mathematics  of  the  formula,  as  raised 
by  Mr.  Schumann,  was  not  overlooked  when  the  computations 
were  begun;  but  the  ordinary  formula  here  used,  taking  the 
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mean  radins  to  the  middle  of  the  thread- surface,  introduces  no 
error  which  is  worthy  of  consideration  at  all  in  a  test  of  this 
^nd,  where  the  result  sought  itself  varies  so  widely. 

Mr.  Griffin  suggests  the  applicability  of  the  results  to  the  case 
of  worm  gearing  used  for  hoists.  For  worms  running  at  ex- 
tremely slow  speeds  this  would  probably  be  permissible ;  but 
for  ordinary  speeds  the  coefficients  would  be  of  doubtful  utility. 
The  friction  of  worms  and  wheels  has  been  quite  extensively 
experimented  upon  by  Mr.  Wilfred  Lewis,  and  his  results  are 
recorded  in  Vol.  Vll.  of  the  Transactions  of  this  Society.*  Dr. 
Thurston,  in  his  book  on  "  Friction  and  Lost  "Work,"  gives  the 
results  of  his  own  tests  of  worm  gearing.  Both  the  records 
referred  to  give  the  results  as  efficiendea^  and  the  friction  in- 
cludes that  of  the  bearings  of  worm  and  wheeL  Yale  &  Towne 
have  also  experimented  on  the  subject  of  worm  gearing, 'and 
their  results  are  given  in  the  discussion  of  Mr.  Lewis'  paper. 

Mr.  Kent  asks  what  coefficient  is  best  to  use  in  designing 
screws.  That  depends  upon  the  object  of  the  design.  If  the 
screw  is  to  be  made  so  that  it  could  not  overhaul  under  the  most 
favorable  conditions,  with  either  lard  oil  or  heavy  machinery 
oil,  probably  8  per  cent,  would  be  the  highest  allowable  coeffi- 
cient; and  for  a  certain  margin  of  safety,  a  somewhat  lower 
figure.  If  the  driving  mechanism  is  to  be  designed  with  a  view 
to  making  the  screw  turn,  even  if  perfectly  dry,  probably  35 
or  40  per  cent,  would  be  the  figure.  If  the  amount  of  power 
likely  to  be  lost  in  the  long  run  is  what  is  wanted,  probably  16 
per  cent,  would  be  a  safe  coefficient  for  everyday  work ;  this 
might  be  reduced  to  10  per  cent,  with  lard  oil  under  the  best 
conditions,  and  at  the  speeds  used  in  these  experiments. 

As  a  matter  bearing  upon  the  subject  of  lubrication,  it  may 
be  said  that  some  interesting  phenomena  were  observed  in  con- 
nection with  the  work  of  fitting  the  six-inch  piston  into  the  cylin- 
der. The  cylinder  is  cast  closed  at  the  back  end.  It  was  bored 
out  in  the  lathe  and  finished  by  grinding  with  emery  on  a  cast- 
iron  lap.  The  piston  was  rpughed  off  in  the  lathe  and  finished 
nearly  to  size  by  grinding,  the  final  touches  being  given  by  fine 
emery  paper.  The  cylinder  was  about  eight  ten-thousandths  of 
an  inch  larger  than  the  piston.  Placing  the  cylinder  in  an  up- 
right position,  the  piston  was  dropped  into  it  nearly  to  the  bot- 
tom, both  piston  and  cylinder  being  perfectly  clean  and  dry ; 
~  *Vol.  vii.,  p.  278,  No.  198. 
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then  the  air  vent  (the  indicator  hole)  being  closed,  the  piston 
was  supported  on  the  confined  air.  Thus  supported,  and  given 
a  whirl  with  the  hand  (the  initial  speed  being  about  120  revolu- 
tions per  minute),  the  piston  ran  for  about  five  and  one-half 
minutes,  its  motion  being  gradually, reduced  by  the  friction  of 
the  air,  and  ending  so  very  slowly  that  the  precise  instant  of 
stopping  could  be  determined  only  by  the  closest  inspection. 
The  piston  ran  without  touching  the  cylinder  at  all,  as  was  evi- 
denced by  the  absolute  quietness  of  the  motion,  the  piston  being 
surrounded  by  a  film  of  air  four  ten-thousandths  of  an  inch 
thick,  acting  as  a  lubricant  and  preventing  contact  of  the  sur- 
faces. It  is  not  suprising  that  this  should  be  possible  with  the 
cylinder  in  an  upright  position ;  but  it  was  also  found  that 
nearly  the  same  results  were  obtained  with  the  cylinder  in  a 
horizontal  position,  the  entire  weight  of  the  piston  (22  pounds) 
then  being  supported  by  the  film  of  air,  instead  of  by  the  deep 
cushion  as  in  the  first  case.  In  the  second  case,  however,  the 
motion  stopped  quite  suddenly  after  slowing  down  very  gradu- 
ally for  a  time ;  a  lower  speed  having  been  reached  which  was 
not  sufficient  to  maintain  the  distribution  of  the  air  in  the  film, 
the  metals  came  into  contact,  which  at  once  ended  the  motion. 
Of  course,  while  running  in  this  position,  longitudinal  traverse 
of  the  piston  was  very  easy ;  it  was  very  difficult  to  level  the 
cylinder  so  that  the  piston  would  not  travel  one  way  or  the 
other ;  but  by  closing  the  air  vent  the  piston  could  be  kept  in 
any  desired  place.  The  lightest  available  oil  (kerosene),  if  sub- 
stituted for  the  air  film,  while  offering  very  slight  resistance  to 
slow  motion,  would  not  permit  the  piston  to  make  more  than 
five  or  six  revolutions  after  it  was  given  an  impulse  as  in  the 
previous  cases.  This  **  damping"  effect  was,  of  course,  more 
marked  with  heavier  oils ;  and  with  the  oil  actually  used  in  the 
machine  (the  same  "  heavy  machinery  oil "  as  used  for  lubricat- 
ing the  test  screws),  served  the  useful  purpose  of  retarding,  to 
some  extent,  the  vibration  of  the  pendulum  during  the  tests, 
which  arises  from  the  variations  ot  friction  at  the  threads  of 
the  test-screw. 

2fr.  Wm.  Kent. — I  would  suggest  that  an  explanation  for  that 
curious  phenomenon  of  the  film  of  air  may  be  found  in  capillary 
action.  When  you  reduce  the  clearance  down  to  a  few  ten- 
thousandths  of  an  inch,  the  air  may  have  considerable  capillary 
force  and  insert  itself  between  the  surfaces  and  keep  them  apart. 
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DCLXX.* 

THE   PROPORTIONS    OF  HIGH-SPEED   ENGINES. 

BT  JOmi  B.  BAXB,  ITHAOA,  X.  T. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

F.  r.  OAIKS8,  BOITTH  BOSTON,  PA.,  AND  H.  B.  WILLIAMS,  ALBABT,  K.  T. 

Introductory  Note. — Mathematical  formulas  are  not  in  great 
favor  among  builders  for  proportioning  the  parts  of  such  machines 
as  the  steam-engine.  It  may  be  possible  to  justify  the  limited 
use  of  such  formulas  in  these  cases ;  but  the  exercise  of  "  judg- 
ment "  in  selecting  a  factor  of  safety  which  will  give  dimensions 
suited  to  the  requirements  of  actual  operation  is  often  equivalent 
to  relying  upon  the  judgment  of  the  designer  without  any  com- 
putation whatever. 

Notwithstanding  the  probability  that  the  use  of  definite  rules 
is,  and  must  continue  to  be,  the  exception  (otherwise  than  as 
a  check),  there  is  a  rather  striking  general  agreement  among 
builders  of  standard  engines  of  any  type  as  to  the  proportions  of 
many  of  the  parts,  making  due  allowance  for  differences  of  con- 
ditions. That  is,  practice  has  settled  down  to  somewhat  definite 
lines,  not,  however,  without  exhibiting  occasional  freaks. 

It  occurred  to  the  writer,  some  two  or  three  years  ago,  that  it 
might  be  possible  to  derive  formulas  which  would  express,  more 
or  less  closely,  the  general  conclusions  arrived  at  as  the  result  of 
experience  in  high-speed  engine  construction.  These  formulas  are 
necessarily  empirical  in  the  sense  that  they  are  adjusted  to  agree 
with  observations  ;  but  they  should  be,  whenever  possible,  rational 
in  form.  That  is,  the  variables  should  enter  the  formulas  as  they 
would  enter  purely  analytical  formulas  ;  while  the  constants  would 
be  derived  from  practice,  and  not  from  assumed  working  strength, 
bearing  pressures,  etc.  In  other  words,  the  engine  in  actual  opera- 
tion takes  the  place  of  the  laboratory  testing  machine  in  supplying 
data  for  design. 

*  Presented  at  the  New  York  meeting  (December,  1895)  of  the  American 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the 
TTan9acHon$. 
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The  advantages  of  using  expressions  of  the  rational  form, 
rather  than  purely  empirical  formulas,  are :  first,  that  working 
stresses,  factors  of  safety,  etc.,  can  be  deduced  from  their  con- 
stants, and  that  these  constants  can  be  intelligently  modified  to 
meet  new  conditions ;  second,  that  they  can  be  apphed  with  greater 
safety  somewhat  beyond  the  range  of  data  from  which  they  are 
obtained. 

In  order  to  begin  the  proposed  examination,  it  was  first 
necessary  to  secure  data  as  to  dimensions  and  weights  found 
essential,  desirable,  and  satisfactory  in  practice ;  which  required 
the  co-operation  of  established  builders  of  engines  of  the  class  to 
be  examined.  It  was  expected  that  this  would  present  a  serious 
obstacle,  as  many  builders  are  very  properly  cautious  about 
-distributing  such  detailed  information.  In  order  to  reduce  the 
labor,  on  the  part  of  the  makers,  to  a  minimum,  a  printed  form 
was  prepared  in  which  the  desired  data  could  be  inserted.  This 
form  with  a  personal  letter,  and  a  circular  explaining  the  scheme, 
was  mailed  to  numerous  representative  builders.  While  some  of 
these  did  not  see  fit  to  comply  with  the  request,  a  good  number 
of  others  responded  very  liberally.  It  was  considered  best  to 
limit  the  investigation,  at  least  for  the  time,  to  high-speed  engines 
of  moderate  capacity.  Should  opportunity  oflEer,  it  is  hoped  to 
extend  the  range  of  the  work. 

The  examination  was  carried  out  by  Messrs.  Gaines  and  Wil- 
liams as  the  basis  of  a  thesis  presented  upon  graduation  at  Sibley 
College,  Cornell  University.  This  thesis,  and  the  abstract  pre- 
pared by  these  gentlemen  for  the  Sihlep  Journal  of  Engineering 
(June,  1895),  furnish  the  substance  of  the  present  paper. 

J.  H.  B. 

METHOD   AND    BESTTLTS. 

Data  for  the  examination  of  high-speed  engine  proportions,  as 
described  in  this  paper,  were  obtained  from  leading  engine  builders, 
who  very  kindly  furnished  blue-prints,  and  filled  out  such  a  form 
as  is  shown  (abbreviated)  herewith. 
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Diameter  of  Cylinder 

Length  of  Stroke 

Revolutions  per  Minute 

Rated  Horse-Power 

Face  of  Piston 

Diameter  of  Piston  Rod 

Material  *'  '*    

Mid-Section  of  Connecting  Rod. 

Diameter  of  Crank  Pin 

Length  ** 

Area  of  Crosshead  Shoes 

Diameter  of  Main  Journal 

Length  '•  •*      

Length  of  Shaft ;  c.  to  c.  Bearings 

Material  of  Shaft 

Diameter  of  Flv- Wheel 

Face  of  Fly-Wheel 

Total  Weight  of  Ply- Wheel  . . . 
Weight  of  Rim  of  Fly-Wheel . . 
Weight  of  Complete  Engine 


The  data  secured  in  this  way  were  quite  complete,  covering 
about  75  engines  of  about  twelve  diflEerent  builders ;  the  sizes  of 
engines  ranging  from  25  to  225  rated  horse-power.  The  informa- 
tion obtained  was  first  classified  and  arranged  for  comparison. 
Thus,  for  example,  in  the  examination  of  crank-pin  dimensions 
the  engines  with  overhanging  cranks  were  separated  from  those 
with  inside  or  centre  cranks ;  while  in  dealing  with  piston-rod 
diameters  such  a  division  is  not  necessary. 

The  following  notation  is  used  throughout  this  paper : 

D  =  diameter  of  piston  ;  A  =  area  of  piston  ;  L  =  length  of 
stroke ;  S  =  steam  pressure,  taken  at  100  pounds  per  square  inch 
above  exhaust,  as  a  standard  pressure ;  H.-P.  =  rated  horse- 
power ;  ir=  revolutions  per  minute ;  (7=  a  constant.  All  dimen- 
sions in  inches,  unless  stated  to  the  contrary,  pther  notation  is 
explained  as  used. 

The  general  method  employed  in  deriving  the  various  expres- 
sions may  be  illustrated  by  reference  to  that  used  for  the  diameter 
of  the  crank  shaft  at  the  main  bearings. 

Crank  Shaft. — d  =  diameter  of  shaft.  The  formula  for  the 
diameter  of  a  shaft  which  is  subjected  to  torsion  is  : 

d^  CV  H.'P,  -^  iV;  if  the  moment  of  torsion  is  constant. 
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Crank  shafts  are  subject  to  variable  combined  bending  and  twist- 
ing moments ;  but  these  moments,  when  their  magnitude  and 
variation  are  known,  can  be  reduced  to  an  equivalent  twisting 
moment ;  hence  an  expression  of  the  above  form  applies  to  the 
case  in  hand,  if  the  ratios  between  bending  to  twisting  moments 
and  between  maximum  and  mean  moments  are  constant.  In  the 
engines  examined,  there  is  a  general  agreement  as  to  these  ratios. 


In  the  centre-crank  engines  the  ratio  of  crank  throw  to  distance 
between  bearings  and  the  ratio  of  maximum  to  mean  moments 
showed  a  general  agreement. 

From  the  data  at  hand,  points  were  plotted  on  cross-section 
paper  with  given  values  of  cl  as  ordinates,  and  the  corresponding 
values  of  ^/IL-P.  -^  iVas  abscissas.  Points  located  in  this  way 
are  indicated  by  small  circles  in  Fig.  22,  and  if  two  points,  derived 
from  different  engines,  coincide,  a  double  circle  is  used.  All  points 
obtained  from  the  engines  of  one  maker  are  connected  by  a  con- 
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ventional  line.  The  broken  appearance  of  some  of  the  lines 
representing  the  dimensions  of  a  single  builder,  may  be  accounted 
for,  in  part,  by  the  use  of  common  fractions  of  an  inch  and  by  the 
frequent  practice  of  using  the  same  frame,  crank  shaft,  etc.,  with 
different  cylinders. 

The  heavy  full  line  is  drawn  to  represent  the  average  of  the 
observations,  and  lines  are  also  drawn  to  embrace  the  extreme 
points.  From  the  equations  of  these  lines  formulas  are  derived 
which  represent  the  average  and  extremes  of  practice,  as  shown 
by  the  engines  examined.  The  three  formulas  thus  obtained  differ 
only  in  the  values  of  the  constants. 

The  constants  found  as  above  give  : 

d  =  7.56 V^S^T^TiT for  the  mean, 
=  8.76v^5;-P.  -T-  N  "      "    maximum, 
=  6.98^jy.-P.  -h  N  "      "    minimum. 

For  example:  If  an  engine  develops  100  horse-power  at  260 
revolutions  per  minute,  the  first  of  these  formulas  gives 

d  =  7.56v^l00  ^  250  =  7.56v^l  =  7.56  x  .737  =  6.57  inches, 

or  say  6^  inches. 

The  other  formulas  would  give  6.46  inches  and  4.41  inches, 
respectively.  Or  the  range  of  sizes  is  about  from  4^^  inches  to  6^ 
inches  for  such  an  engine  as  that  assumed  for  the  illustration. 

Piston  Hod. — The  expression  derived  for  the  diameter  of  piston 
rods  is  based  upon  the  Euler  formula  for  a  long  strut :  P  =  c£^J 
~  P,  in  which  P  is  the  load,  ^  the  modulus  of  elasticity,  /  the 
moment  of  inertia  of  the  section,  and  I  the  length  of  the  strut, 
and  c  is  a  constant.  P  equals  steam  pressure  times  the  area  of  the 
piston  ;  hence  it  is  proportional  to  the  square  of  the  piston  diameter 
(/)•),  for  any  given  pressure,  as  100  pounds  per  square  inch. 

/=  -^Ttd*  for  a  circular  section  of  diameter  d  ;  lis  taken  equal 
to  the  length  of  stroke,  Z  /  for  the  unsupported  length  of  rod  is 
not  much  in  excess  of  the  stroke,  and  would  bear  nearly  a  constant 
ratio  to  the  stroke  in  the  different  engines  of  this  class.  Collecting 
the  constants,  steam  pressure,  -F,  ^zr,  etc.,  in  one  constant  (7,  and 
solving  for  d,  the  following  expression  is  obtained  : 
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Using  voxues  of  d  given  by  the  data  as  ordinates,  and  the  cor- 
responding values  of  the  radical  VDZ  as  abscissas,  points  are 
located  as  in  Fig.  23.  The  equation  of  the  mean  line  gives  .145  as 
the  value  of  C,  while  the  extreme  lines  give  .119  and  .177  as  the 
minimum  and  maximum  values,  respectively. 

Con7iecting  Rods  are  first  treated  as  long  struts,  then  the  allow- 
ance for  flexure  stresses  due  to  inertia  is  examined.  For  resistance 
to  buckling  in  the  plane  of  motion,  the  connecting  rod  is  treated 
as  pin  connected,  or  round  ended ;  for  flexure  in  a  plane  at  right 
angles  to  this,  the  strut  is  square  ended.  Hence  (neglecting  iner- 
tia) the  thickness  or  breadth  (J)  of  a  rod  of  rectangular  mid-sec- 
tion should  be  one-half  the  height  (A).  The  formula  for  breadth 
is  :  6  =  CVD L\  in  which ,Z'  is  the  lenfi:th  of  the  rod. 


The  data  examined  gives  .0645  as  the  mean  value  of  (7,  with 
.0433  and  .0693  as  the  minimum  and  maximum  values. 

The  excess  of  h  over  26  may  be  considered  as  a  provision  for  the 
stresses  due  to  inertia.  To  show  this  allowance  points  were 
plotted  having  corresponding  values  of  h  and  h  for  the  coordinates. 
This  curve  shows  that  h  is  from  2.18  to  4  times  h  ;  the  mean  value 
being  2.73  J. 

Main  Journals. — The  diameter  of  the  crank  shaft  at  the  main 
journals  has  already  been  discussed. 

The  length  of  journal  to  prevent  undue  heating  was  examined 

Ff  'P 

upon  the  basis  of  the  formula,  I  =  C  —f—^  but  the  data  is  in- 

suflicient  (with  the  varied  proportions  of  the  different  builders)  to 
clearly  locate  the  general  direction  and  position  of  the  mean  line. 
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For  projected  area  of  each  main  bearing,  the  formula  is : 
-dl  =  C  SA  =  CA  (taking  a  standard  steam  pressure). 

The  examination  gives  values  of  G  ranging  from  .367  to  .739, 
the  mean  value  being  .489. 

If  p  is  the  pressure  per  square  inch  of  projected  area, 

2pdl  =  SA  ;  hence  -^q-  =  77  /  or jj?  =  ^^y 

With  steam  pressure  of  100  pounds  per  square  inch  this  gives 
about  100  pounds  as  the  pressure  per  square  inch  of  projected 
area,  using  the  mean  value  of  (7,  while  the  minimum  and  maximum 
values  of  {7  give  about  140  and  70  as  the  extreme  values  otp. 

Crank  Pm.-7-The  length  of  crank  pin,  Z,  was  investigated  upon 

JI  -P 
the  basis  of  the  formula  I  =  C  — V- ^,  plotting  I  as  ordinates  and 

''j.     as  abscissas.    As  in  the  similar  case  for  main  bearings,  the 

points  located  were  very  irregular.  Fig.  24  shows  the  diagram 
obtained  and  also  the  lines  drawn  for  the  mean,  minimum,  and 
the  maximum  practice.  The  equations  derived  from  these  lines 
are,  respectively : 


I  =  .333  (^^^*)  +  2.2  inches, 
?=.192(^^)  +  .88,  and 
Z=.417(^-)  +  3.92. 


These  expressions  do  not  accord  in  form  with  the  fundamental 
formula,  and  it  is  evident  that  more  data  should  be  obtained 
before  trying  to  establish  formulas  for  this  case.  The  two  extreme 
hnes  have  been  determined  upon  the  proportions  of  only  two 
makers,  differing  widely  from  the  general  practice,  and  should  be 
changed  unless  substantiated  by  additional  data.  The  lines  indi- 
cating the  general  practice  should  be  curves  instead  of  the  straight 
lines  shown  in  Fig.  24.  The  principal  interest  attaching  to  this 
diagram  is  in  exhibiting  the  peculiarities  of  practice,  as  exemplified 
by  the  highest  set  of  points,  and  as  showing  the  necessity  of  much 
•data  in  drawing  conclusions.      The  first  of  the  above  formulas 
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probably  represents  practice  approximately  within  the  limits  ex* 
amined,  but  it  is  not  offered  as  satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

The  projected  areas  of  the  crank  pins  were  found  to  be  repre- 
sented by  the  expressions : 

dl:=  .22  A  for  the  mean. 
=  .07  A   "     "    minimum. 
=  .44  -4   "     "    maximum. 

These  values  give  pressures  per  square  inch  of  projected  area  (for 
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Fio.  24. 

steam  pressure  of  100  pounds  per  square  inch  of  piston)  as  about 
450,  1,400,  and  225,  mean,  maximum,  and  minimum,  respectively. 
Face  of  PUton, — As  would  be  expected,  a  wide  divergence  was 
noted  in  the  ratio  of  diameter  to  face  of  piston.  The  following 
relations  were  obtained : 

Face  =  .437  i>,  for  the  mean. 

=  .300  i?,    "     "    minimum. 
=  .650  2),    "     "    maximum. 

These  expressions  are,  of  course,  purely  empirical. 
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Crosshead  Pin. — Projected  area  of  crosshead  pin  varies  from 
.066  A  to  .346  A;  the  mean  value,  as  observed,  being  about 
41  =  .105  A. 

The  length  of  crosshead  pin  was  found  to  vary  from  dtoid; 
the  mean  being  I  =  1.33  d. 

Fly-  Whed, — The  weight  of  rim,  TT,  should  be  proportional  to 

H  'P 

jZ  j^  (in  which  Dx  is  diameter  of  wheel  in  inches),  for  engines 

on  similar  service,  steam  distribution,  etc.  A  wide  range  of 
weights  is  to  be  looked  for  here,  and  this  expectation  is  justified 
by  the  examination.    The  expressions  obtained  are : 

Tr=     833,000,000,000  -gi~  for  the  mean. 

H  P 

=     341,000,000,000-^;^   "     "    minimum. 

TJ  P 

=  2,780,000,000,000  ^^  "    "    maximum. 

As  in  the  other  cases,  the  general  practice  lies  comparatively 
•close  to  the  mean ;  the  extreme  values  of  the  constants  covering 
the  widest  range  observed,  which  is  approached  by  but  few  of  the 
-engines  examined. 

The  linear  velocity  of  rims  of  wheels  was  treated  thus :  The 
average  velocity  of  each  maker  was  found,  then  the  mean  of  these 
averages  was  determined.  This  general  mean  is  about  4,200  feet 
per  minute. 

Weight  of  Reciprocating  Parts, — For  engines  having  similar 

compression,  smoothness  of  running  (in  passing  the  dead-points) 

indicates  that  the  weight  of  reciprocating  parts,  TT,  should  be 

n« 
proportional  to  y-jnr    Taking  the  reciprocating  parts  as  made 

up  of  the  piston,  piston  rod,  crosshead,  and  one-half  the  connect- 
ing rod,  the  diagram  of  Fig.  25  was  obtained  by  plotting  the  weight 

of  these  parts  as  abscissas,  and  the  corresponding  values  of  ^, 

as  ordinates.    By  using  the  reciprocal  of  -j-m  ^^^  V^  ^^^  mean 

curve  takes  the  form  of  the  equilateral  hyperbola,  xy  =  (7,  and  the 
Talue  of  (7  is  found  to  be  1,850,000  ;  hence 

TF=  1,850,000 -^V 
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Weight  of  Entire  Engine  per  Hoj^ae-Power. — It  is  probable  that- 
some  of  the  engine  weights,  as  furnished,  are  not  very  exact ;  but 
the  data  given  show  that  the  average  weight  of  engine,  TT,  among 
the  engines  examined,  is  Tr=  117  (H.-P.-T),  or  Tr=  117  (H..P.)- 
820  pounds. 

In  all  cases  involving  the  steam  pressure,  this  has  been  taken 
at  100  pounds  per  square  inch  above  exhaust  pressure.  The  Ap- 
pendix gives  the  values  of  the  constants  (mean,  minimum,  and 
maximum)  corrected  for  other  usual  steam  pressures. 
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In  conclusion,  it  may  be  said  that  many  features  of  the  high- 
speed engine,  other  than  those  reported  here,  were  investigated. 
As  this  paper  has  for  its  object  simply  an  explanation  of  the 
general  method  pursued,  many  of  these  are  omitted. 

The  authors  fully  appreciate  that  this  paper  is  very  deficient  in 
many  respects.  The  data  at  hand  are  insufficient,  in  most  cases, 
for  a  satisfactory  investigation  ;  but  it  is  hoped  that  other  engine 
builders  may  feel  disposed  to  remedy  this  source  of  weakness, 
should  it  appear  that  the  work  will  have  any  real  value. 

We  take  this  opportunity  to  express  our  thanks  to  those  who  so 
cheerfully  assisted  us  in  the  investigation. 
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APPENDIX. 

The  following  table  gives  values  of  the  constants  to  be  used 
in  the  appropriate  cases,  when  designing  for  pressures  other 
than  100  pounds  per  square  inch,  which  was  taken  as  the 
standard  pressure  in  this  work : 

Values  of  Mean  Constants  at  Various  Prebsubbs. 


Stsax  PBMSrRB. 

Diameter  of  piston  rod 

Breadth  (Uiioknees)  coDnectiog  rod 

Crank  pin  (projected  area) 

Crosshead  pin  (projected  area). . . . 


80  90  100  110  ISO 


.137 
.0515 
.176 
.084 


.141 
.0582 
.198 
.004 


.145 
.0545 
.220 
.1045 


.140 
.0558 
.242 
.115 


.0570 

.264 

.125 


DISCUSSION. 

Pr<if,  B.  H.  Thurston. — This  is  one  of  a  number  of  somewhat 
similar  investigations  which  have  been  carried  on,  of  late,  look- 
ing toward  the  rationalization  of  practice  in  construction,  and 
the  elimination  of  the  empirical  and  of  the  "factor  of  igno- 
rance." Its  real  purpose  and  result  are,  as  I  take  it,  to  secure 
a  sound  basis  for  constructive  formulas  i^  correct  mathematical 
forms,  and,  then,  the  derivation,  from  results  of  experience  as 
illustrated  in  practice,  of  the  values  of  constant  multipliers — of 
constants  in  the  formulas — which  shall  be  at  once  safe  and 
economical.  The  use  of  the  facts  thus  presented  is  not  merely 
to  exhibit  variations  in  common  practice,  but  to  derive  good 
bases  for  a  better  and  more  uniform  practice  in  each  of  the 
several  special  lines  of  construction  studied.  It  is  not  to  show 
that  good  builders  vary  from  100  to  150  pounds  in  weights  of 
engine,  per  horse-power,  in  building  high-speed  engines,  but  to 
derive  safe  weights  from  acknowledged  successful  practice. 

The  variations  here  shown  come,  presumably,  from  a  number 
of  kinds  of  variation  in  knowledge  and  in  judgment  on  the  part 
of  designers  and  builders.  The  **  factor  of  safety  "  illustrated 
includes  not  only  a  true  factor  of  safety,  to  cover  inevitable 
variations  of  quality  of  material  and  defects  of  workmanship,  as 
well  as  unavoidable  occasional  excess  of  load  on  the  machine  or 
on  a  part,  but  also  that  "factor  of  ignorance,"  of  quite  another 
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sort,  which  measures  the  designer's  distrust  of  his  own  knowl- 
edge, or  his  actual  ignorance  of  his  business. 

I  was  once  attached  to  a  ship  in  which  a  pair  of  thirty-inch 
steam  cylinders,  eighteen-inch  stroke  of  piston,  driven  by  a 
gauge  pressure  of  only  twenty-five  pounds,  were  fitted  with  rods 
five  inches  in  diameter.  The  reason  given  by  a  friend  of  the 
designer  was  that,  at  that  time,  it  was  impossible  to  secure  good 
workmanship,  and,  in  illustration  of  this  fact,  he  stated  that  he 
had  been  startled,  in  a  case  of  breakdown  by  fracture  of  a  rod, 
to  see  a  bolt  drop  out  of  the  interior  of  the  rod,  which  bolt  had 
formed  a  part  of  the  original  pile  out  of  which  the  forging 
had  been  drawn  down,  and  which  had  not  been  welded  into  the 
surrounding  mass  when  the  rod  was  made.  I  knew  a  case  in 
which  a  designer  made  his  flat  steam-chest  tops  an  inch  thick 
on  a  variety  of  sizes  of  engines,  and,  unable  to  compute  the  right 
thickness,  increased  the  depth  of  metal  only  when  he  found  that 
some  of  his  larger  makes  were  springing  visibly  under  steam. 
It  is  more  than  likely  that  some  of  the  excessive  sizes  noted  in 
this  work  come  in  a  somewhat  similar  way — as,  perhaps,  by 
experiencing  a  wreck  due  to  water  coming  over  from  the  boiler 
— not  realizing  that  engines  cannot  be  designed  to  meet  success- 
fully that  sort  of  contingency. 

I  have  known  designers  to  design  iron  shafts  of  ten  inches 
diameter  and  one-inch  rods  alike,  on  the  assumption  that  the 
breaking  stress  may  be  taken  as  50,000  pounds  per  square  inch, 
never  dreaming  that  the  same  metal  may  break  at  85,000  in  large 
shafts,  or,  drawn  into  one-inch  rod,  at  60,000,  or,  in  wire,  at 
100,000  pounds  per  square  inch.  A  designer  of  rock-drills  was 
continually  enlarging  the  size  and  increasing  the  number  of  his 
cylinder-head  bolts,  which  as  steadily  continued  breaking  under 
blows  of  the  piston ;  failing  utterly,  until  given  a  special  lecture 
on  the  subject,  and  taught  to  lengthen  the  body  of  the  bolt  and 
reduce  its  diameter  below  that  of  the  bottom  of  its  threads,  to 
appreciate  the  fact  that  strength  without  extensibility,  in  such 
places,  means  inevitable  fracture  under  impact.  Thus,  where 
we  see  an  exceptionally  large  rod,  or  a  peculiarly  heavy  crank, 
it  is  apt  to  prove  the  case  that  the  last  of  that  pattern  broke 
through  some  accident,  and  the  designer  makes  the  next  a  little 
larger  that  it  may  stand  in  the  same  contingency,  when,  very 
probably,  the  cause  was  one  which  should  have  not  the  slightest 
influence  upon  the  proportions  of  the  part  or  of  the  engine. 
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With  one  of  the  old  forms  of  Corliss  crosshead,  for  example, 
piston  rods  were  continually  breaking,  and  as  constantly  being 
enlarged  by  unobservant  designers ;  until,  after  a  time,  it  was 
discovered  that  the  springing  of  the  rod  through  the  tilting  of 
the  crosshead  was  the  source  of  trouble,  and  an  improved  design 
of  the  defective  part  put  an  end  to  all  trouble  of  that  sort  and 
again  reduced  sizes  of  rods  to  their  proper  minimum.  Prece- 
dent may  serve  to  regulate  practice  in  the  courts,  but  it  is  apt, 
if  not  checked  by  thorough  knowledge  and  good  judgment,  to 
make  engineering  very  costly. 

On  the  whole,  it  seems  very  probable  that  the  constants  to  be 
used  in  good  practice  are  likely  to  fall  under,  rather  than  over, 
the  average  values  there  revealed.  Engines  break  down  oftener 
through  malproportion  of  parts,  and  accidents  having  no  bear- 
ing upon  their  proportions,  than  from  actual  weakness  or  light- 
ness due  to  the  adoption  of  too  small  a  factor  of  safety.  Some 
of  the  best  and  most  successful  designers  build  the  lightest 
engines,  and  in  the  navy,  for  example,  the  reduction  of  weights 
one-half,  during  the  last  generation,  has  not  apparently  increased 
liability  to  accident.  Could  absolutely  safe  materials  be  secured 
by  correct  specification  and  inspection ;  coidd  symmetry  and 
uniformity  in  proportioning  be  attained  by  intelligent  designing ; 
could  parts  be  adapted  with  equal  'success  to  resistance  of 
stresses,  both  static  and  dynamic ;  and  could  skill  and  care  in 
management  be  insured,  it  seems  to  me  extremely  probable  that 
a  factor  of  safety  of  four  would  prove  ample  for  all  ordinary 
work  in  steam-engine  designing.  The  settlement  of  this  ques- 
tion, so  far  as  practicable,  by  this  sort  of  comparison  of  experi- 
ence among  the  best  builders  of  the  world,  is  the  true  end  in 
view  in  such  investigations  as  these. 

It  is  encouraging  to  find,  as  we  have  in  this  case,  that  all  the 
leaders  in  modern  construction  have  so  much  wisdom  and  liber- 
ality, and  have  so  little  of  the  old  abominable  selfishness  and 
jealousy  of  their  fellows  in  the  business,  as  to  join  heartily  in 
the  investigation  of  such  matters  of  professional  and  scientific 
importance  as  this,  for  example,  is  admitted  to  illustrate. 

I  would  say  a  word  further.  In  the  attempt  to  secure  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  costs  of  parts,  we  have  met  one  difficulty, 
at  least  I  have  met  one  difficulty,  in  seeking  such  information  as 
this,  and  that  has  only  come  from  the  fact  that  builders  have 
very  frequently  supposed  that  we  were  seeking  market  prices, 
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which  they  did  not  care  to  give  out,  and  not  the  costs  of  parts- 
which  might  be  compared  in  order  to  secure  the  final  result  o£ 
getting  a  given  piece  of  designing  done  in  a  proper  way  at  least 
cost  of  work  finally  accomplished  in  dollars  and  cents  expended 
in  its  final  running.  But  when  that  impression  is  removed  I 
have  no  doubt  it  will  be  perfectly  possible  to  make  comparisons 
in  a  somewhat  similar  way  to  this  in  the  economics  of  steam- 
engine  design,  a  subject  which  from  that  point  of  view  has  never, 
so  far  as  I  know,  been  taken  up  in  any  formal  way. 

Mr.  WiUiam  S.  Aldrich. — The  comparison  of  an  engine  in 
operation  to  a  laboratory  testing  machine,  though  unique  in  ita 
way,  we  believe  should  not  be  pushed  to  its  limit.  Of  all  the 
members  of  a  steam  engine,  the  piston  rod  alone  has  perfectly 
determinate  stresses  while  in  motion,  which  the  indicator  card 
may  be  said  to  weigh.  Moreover,  the  destructive  testing  of 
full-sized  members  has  its  legitimate  place  in  structural  work 
subjected  to  statical  loads;  but  engine  builders  are  not  yet 
educated  up  to  the  point  of  determining  the  strength  (or  weak- 
ness) of  their  designs,  bf  a  fly-wheel,  for  instance,  by  destructive 
test  of  the  same  to  find  at  what  dynamic  loads  it  gave  way. 

An  inspection  of  the  diagrams  given  in  Professor  Barr's  valu- 
able paper  will  convey  a  better  idea,  we  think,  than  any  com- 
parison of  numerical  values  for  mean  and  extreme  points.  We 
could  wish  that  the  variations  in  the  proportions  of  the  several 
members  could  all  have  been  presented  by  plotted  diagrams 
rather  than  by  giving  only  the  constants  for  mean  and  extreme 
values.  The  Society  will  surely  find  room  for  more  of  these 
diagrams,  if  the  author  wishes  to  place  them  on  record.  We 
could  scarcely  appreciate  the  value  of  the  numerical  extremes 
for  length  of  crank  pin  till  we  had  carefully  inspected  the  dia- 
gram, showing  some  sort  of  a  satisfactory  clustering  of  values 
about  a  general  average.  This  is  in  a  field  of  design  on  which 
builders  usually  reserve  the  right  to  pass  judgment ;  introduc- 
ing questions  of  friction,  wear,  lubrication,  and  being  independ- 
ent of  the  strength  of  the  material,  it  cannot  be  subjected  to 
rational  analysis.  The  same  maybe  said  of  area  of  slides,  area 
of  face  of  piston,  and  lengths  of  crosshead  pin  and  main  bear- 
ings, of  which  we  should  like  to  see  the  plotted  diagrams. 

Examining  all  curves  given  which  involve  design  by  purely 
rational  formulee,  we  note  a  remarkably  satisfactory  clustering 
about  the  general  average.     The  structural  design  of  the  crank 
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shaft  and  piston  rod,  inyolving  the  strength  of  the  material 
alone,  in  the  final  analysis,  and  the  dynamic  design  for  weight 
of  reciprocating  parts,  show  an  adherence  in  the  long  run  to  an 
average,  whose  lessons  are  obvious. 

The  formulas  of  our  forefathers  for  structural  design  must  be 
made  more  rational,  however,  by  using  the  coefficient  of  safety, 
based  on  the  elastic  limit,  rather  than  the  factor  of  safety, 
based  on  the  breaking  load.  The  present  very  general  interest 
in  the  accurate  determination  of  the  elastic  limit  makes  it 
almost  criminal  to  design  further  by  the  breaking-limit  factor. 
No  one  cares  to  be  around  any  structure  with  internal  stresses 
beyond  the  elastic  limit ;  why,  then,  use  a  factor  based  on  the 
behavior  of  the  metal  beyond  this  point? 

The  internal  resisting  stresses  of  all  materials  are  coming  to 
be  more  accurately  determined  every  day.  The  point  of  appli- 
cation, direction,  and  magnitude  of  the  externally  applied  forces 
may  be  readily  determined  in  most  cases  of  steam-engine  de- 
sign. So  that  it  does  appear  unnecessary,  in  all  such  cases,  ta 
depart  from  rational  methods  of  designing. 

The  weights  of  fly-wheel  and  of  reciprocating  parts  are  prop- 
erly treated  by  purely  rational  methods.  Here,  too,  an  inertia 
indicator  card  may  be  said  to  take  the  place  of  the  testing-ma- 
chine diagram.  When  fly-wheels  come  to  be  built  like  bicycle 
wheels,  in  which  material  is  provided  for  weight  and  strength 
where  most  needed,  perhaps  an  inertia  instrument  of  some  type 
will  show  different  constants  from  those  in  the  paper,  which 
have  a  phenomenal  range,  though  in  the  billions.  Such  a  fly- 
wheel inertia  indicator,  by  making  a  continuous  record,  and  being 
required  by  law,  woidd  provide  an  invaluable  aid  to  the  coro- 
ner's jury,  in  the  absence  of  the  engineer. 

Ptof.  R.  C.  Carpenter. — It  strikes  the  writer  that  this  paper 
forms  a  very  valuable  addition  to  the  literature  relating  to  the 
design  and  proportion  of  engines,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
field  of  research  may  be  extended  so  as  to  ascertain  the  practice 
in  this  respect  of  the  builders  of  low-speed  engines.  The  writer 
has  had  reason  in  a  number  of  cases  to  lament  the  fact  that 
there  was  no  standard  to  which  builders  of  engines  were  con- 
fined. The  great  variation  in  practice  of  different  builders  was 
illustrated  in  a  series  of  proposals  for  several  engines  to  be  of  90(> 
horse-power  each,  which  the  writer  was  called  on  to  examine  in 
the  capacity  of  consulting  engineer.     In  these  proposals  for  the 
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same  engines,  working  at  the  same  speed,  and  between  the  same 
limits  of  pressures,  the  size  of  main  shaft  proposed  varied  in 
diameter  from  16  to  22  inches,  the  sizes  of  crank  pin  from  7  to  9 
inches,  and  other  working  parts  accordingly.  The  makers  were 
not  accordant  as  to  the  size  of  cylinders  required  for  producing 
the  same  power,  when  working  at  the  same  speed  and  between 
the  same  limits  of  temperature.  The  variation  in  power  esti- 
mated by  taking  the  product  of  volume  passed  through  by  pis- 
ton, into  probable  M.  E.  P.,  would  range  from  80  to  140  per  cent, 
of  that  demanded.  The  want  of  uniformity  in  practice  and  the 
want  of  a  rational  basis  on  which  to  establish  engine  propor- 
tions are  patent.  To  the  writer  it  would  seem  that  in  many 
instances  the  makers  were  simply  vying  with  each  other  to  see 
which  could  put  in  the  heaviest  parts,  regardless  of  the  require- 
ments of  the  plant  in  question,  and  this  view  was  considerably 
strengthened  by  a  conversation  with  the  selling  representatives. 
There  is  little  doubt  but  that  certain  proportions  of  parts 
of  engines  are  required  to  meet  the  conditions  under  which  the 
work  is  to  be  performed,  and  furthermore,  for  such  service  as 
electric-railroad  work,  where  the  variation  is  almost  instanta- 
neous from  no  load  to  50  per  cent,  overload,  these  parts  must 
be  much  heavier  than  in  an  engine  designed  for  a  steady  load ; 
but  it  also  seems  probable  that  some  of  the  builders  in  attempt- 
ing to  meet  this  demand  have  taken  proportions  which  are 
unreasonably  large  and  not  required  under  any  conditions.  The 
same  lack  of  harmony  is  also  to  be  seen  in  the  proportions 
which  are  proposed  for  steam  piping,  some  builders  being  con- 
tent with  a  pipe  which  will  deliver  steam  at  the  rate  of  100  feet 
per  second,  and  others  requiring  one,  two,  or  in  some  cases  three 
times  as  great  an  area. 

Prof,  Albert  Kingsbury, — I  wish  to  add  a  word  of  commenda- 
tion to  that  which  has  already  been  said  in  favor  of  the  paper. 
I  think  that  Professor  Barr  has  undertaken,  and  to  a  large  ex- 
tent has  carried  out,  a  valuable  work.  I  look  at  this  matter  from 
the  same  standpoint  as  Professor  Barr— that  of  a  teacher  of 
machine  design.  It  is  to  such  a  man  very  distressing  some- 
times to  give  a  student  a  problem  in  designing  in  the  solution 
of  which  he  has  to  use  the  formula  and  the  constants  given  him 
in  his  text-books,  and  after  the  student  has  worked  out  the 
dimensions  of  the  crank  pin  of  the  engine  very  nicely,  and  has 
expressed  them  in  thousandths  or  ten-thousandths  of  an  inch, 
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to  say  to  him  "  That  is  very  good — but  I  think  we  must  add 
half  an  inch  to  the  diameter,  and  an  inch  and  a  half  to  the 
length,  in  order  to  make  it  look  right."  The  teacher  very  fre- 
quently is  at  a  loss  to  give  the  student  reasons  for  such  an  exer- 
cise of  judgment,  and  the  lack  of  sufficient  evidence  to  back  him 
up  is  a  confusing  thing  to  the  student,  and  may  perhaps  offset 
the  careful  teaching  which  has  preceded  the  work  in  hand.  The 
lack  of  just  such  data  as  Professor  Barr  has  undertaken  to 
acquire  is  a  serious  difficulty  in  the  matter  of  teaching.  There  is 
really  no  substitute  for  your  own  experience.  The  next  best 
thing  to  have  is  the  experience  of  the  other  fellow.  One  of  the 
difficulties  which  Professor  Barr  has  found  in  acquiring  data 
for  his  paper  has  been  the  lack  of  responses  to  his  circular  let- 
ters. We  all  know  why  these  responses  have  been  few ;  press 
of  business,  imaginary  self-interest,  or  something  else  interferes 
with  the  impulse  to  answer  promptly ;  but  I  think  that,  even  for 
his  own  interest,  every  builder  ought  to  submit  such  informa- 
tion if  he  has  it,  and  I  hope  that  if  Professor  Barr  undertakes  to 
carry  out  this  work  further,  he  will  receive  a  great  many  more 
answers  to  his  letters  than  he  has  already  received.  It  seems  to 
me,  however,  that  a  certain  amount  of  critical  inspection  should 
be  given  the  data  received.  I  do  not  think  that  the  dimensions 
submitted  by  all  bmlders  should  be  received  with  the  same 
weight.  I  remember  a  case  in  which  a  builder  who  made  large 
steam  presses,  the  steam  cylinder  having  a  diameter  of  about 
four  feet,  and  perhaps  four-feet  stroke,  was  requested  to  make 
a  press  of  the  same  diameter  with  no  changes  except  an  addi- 
tional length  of  stroke,  making  the  stroke  six  feet  instead  of 
four.  From  a  rational  point  of  view,  about  the  only  change  in 
the  original  machine  Which  would  be  necessary  would  be  an 
increase  in  the  length  of  the  piston  rods — there  were  three  of 
them — and  the  length  of  struts  connecting  the  steam  cylinder 
with  the  cylinder  in  which  the  work  was  done,  with  an  increase 
in  their  diameters  to  produce  the  requisite  stiffness.  The  maker 
did  this,  but  he  went  further ;  he  added  an  extra  inch  to  the 
thickness  of  the  metal  in  the  steam  cylinder  and  the  cylinder- 
heads,  and  so  on,  making  changes  which  were  wholly  unneces- 
sary throughout  the  machine.  If  the  data  submitted  to  Profes- 
sor Barr  were  taken  from  such  a  machine  as  this,  it  is  quite 
evident  that  they  ought  to  receive  no  value  whatever.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  the  work  already  done  has  involved  a  considerable 
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junoant  of  labor,  and  it  is  further  eyident  that  to  collect  and 
formulate  the  data  for  a  complete  work  on  machine  design,  of 
the  magnitude  of  Professor  Unwin's,  for  instance,  would  involve 
an  amount  of  time  which  no  otherwise  busy  man  is  likely  to 
have  for  the  work.  I  hope  the  authors  of  the  paper  may  find 
time  to  do  more  of  the  work,  and  give  us  the  results  as  soon  as 
possible. 

J/r.  Oberlin  Smith.— I  think  this  paper  has  great  value  (aside 
from  its  evident  intrinsic  value  as  pertaining  to  the  special  sub- 
ject on  which  it  is  written)  as  an  object  lesson  of  more  to  come  of 
the  same  kind  of  literature — a  kind  which  we  ought  to  have,  and 
of  which  I  hope  we  will  have  a  good  deal  in  the  future.  I  hope 
to  see  the  time  when  this  Society  and  other  societies  will  have 
special  committees  for  just  such  work  as  this.  There  is  a  lamen- 
table ignorance  among  us  of  the  average  proportions  of  actual 
machines  of  a  great  many  kinds,  which  are  good  machines  and 
are  in  constant  use,  but  which  are  made  with  the  same  great 
variation  between  different  makers  which  high-speed  engines 
have.  Such  work  consists  in  getting  a  consensus  of  opinion,  so 
to  speak,  of  the  practice  of  manufacturers  of  actual  machines, 
tabulating  it,  formulating  it,  finding  averages  as  carried  on,  not 
only  with  steam  engines,  but  with  printing  presses,  looms,  loco- 
motives, boats,  and  all  sorts  of  things  about  which  it  would  be 
of  enormous  value  to  the  community  to  know  more.  One  illus- 
trative case  in  point  was  the  standardizing  of  the  screw-threads 
of  the  country  by  the  Franklin  Institute  in  connection  with  the 
Messrs.  Sellers  and  the  Navy  Department.  Their  system  has 
been  the  United  States  standard  ever  since,  and  has  been  of 
enormous  use  to  the  country.  The  work  was  done  in  the  same 
way  as  in  this  case  under  consideration*  Circulars  were  sent 
out  and  information  was  gotten  from  a  great  number  of  people 
who  were  using  threads,  and  a  general  average  was  struck. 
Some  theoretical  considerations  were  incorporated  and  the  vari- 
ouB  series  were  "  evened  up,"  so  to  say,  with  a  view  of  getting 
tli*j  best  practical  screw-threads  possible,  although  not  expect- 
ing to  reach  perfection.  In  this  age,  therefore,  which  we  may  per- 
liftps  call  the  beginning  of  the  age  of  standards^  wherein  we  shall 
leam  to  standardize  our  manufactured  goods  far  more  than  we 
ever  have  in  the  past,  such  a  paper  as  this  is  very  interesting. 

J/r.  Francis  Schumann. — The  paper  of  Professor  Barr  reminds 
mu  of  an  experience  which  happened  to  me  several  years  ago. 
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In  looking  np  data  relating  to  the  transmission  of  heat  I 
obtained  translations  of  the  work  of  Peclet  and  Morin  in  which 
the  theories  were  correctly  and  clearly  elucidated  by  formulae, 
and  in  which,  for  practical  application,  a  coefficient  K  continu- 
ally appeared.  I  sought  back  and  forth  to  discover  the  value  of 
this  coefficient,  but  without  success. 

Now  this  coefficient  which  was  lacking  in  the  heat  formid»  is 
what  Professor  Barr  is  seeking  for  use  in  computing  the  pro- 
portions of  the  parts  of  a  steam  engine.  We  speak  of  rational 
formulae ;  how  can  we  hope  to  obtain  them  when  \^e  have  none 
•even  for  a  simple  column,  or  strut  ? 

The  application  of  theory  in  designing  a  commercial  machine  is 
yet  in  an  unsatisfactory  state,  because  of  the  lack  of  information 
regarding  the  special  purposes,  conditions,  and  forces  to  which 
it  may  be  subjected.  Take  for  instance  a  student  who  would 
attempt  to  determine  the  proportions  of  an  engine,  based  upon 
the  knowledge  as  it  is  now  taught  him,  without  the  advantage 
of  the  numerous  empirical  methods  now  made  use  of  by  the 
older  practitioner,  in  lieu  of  the  rational  formuhe  not  yet  found, 
A  rolling-mill  engine  is  subject  to  shocks  and  wear  entirely 
-different  from  those  appertaining  to  one  used  for  a  woollen  mill. 
Those  constants  which  change  the  proportions  of  an  engine  so 
that  it  will  be  suited  to  either  purpose  respectively,  are  what 
we  still  need.  Is  there  any  one  of  us,  who  has  designed,  made 
the  drawings  for,  erected  and  tested  an  engine  for  some  special 
purpose,  who  has  not  modified,  finally,  the  theoretical  propor- 
tions by  this  previously  lacking  coefficient  Kf  Has  he  not,  as 
Professor  Kingsbury  said,  added  half  an  inch  here  and  there  ? 

It  is  true  that  ultimately  we  may  establish  rational  formulae, 
but  at  present  we  must  rely  on  those  constants  or  coefficients 
which  Professor  Barr  has,  so  happily  for  us  practitioners,  com- 
menced to  formulate  as  a  substitute  for  those  missing  links  in 
the  rational  design  of  an  engine,  and  I  believe  Professor  Barr's 
work,  when  completed,  and,  I  hope,  extended  to  other  machines, 
will  be  of  the  greatest  value. 

Mr.  WiUiam  Kent. — I  did  not  notice  in  Professor  Barr's  paper 
any  statement  of  the  difference  in  the  proportions  of  crank 
shafts  when  the  fly-wheel  is  overhung  or  when  it  has  an  out- 
board bearing. 

Professor  JSarr. — ^I  will  state  that  the  engines  examined  and 
reported  in  this  paper,  so  far  as  the  crank  shaft  is  concerned,  ar^ 
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all  of  the  centre-crank  type  with  no  outboard  bearing.  In  con- 
sidering piston  rods,  we  have  taken  some  engines  of  the  other 
type. 

Mr.  Kent. — I  have  no  doubt  that  the  formulsB  for  crank- 
shaft diameter  will  be  different  for  engines  provided  with  an 
outboard  bearing.  I  have  noticed  in  some  engines  with  out- 
board bearings  the  fly-wheel  seemed  to  be  wobbling  in  a  most 
dangerous  manner.  In  an  electric-light  place  some  time  ago, 
I  was  really  afraid  to  stand  near  the  fly-wheel.  I  asked  the 
engineer  if  there  was  not  some  danger  of  that  breaking.  He 
said,  "  No ;  there  is  no  danger  at  all ;  the  other  one  did  break 
about  six  months  ago."  I  would  also  say  that  I  have  been  told 
that  one  firm  has  recently  enlarged  the  diameters  of  an  outboard- 
bearing  engine  shaft  from  five  inches  to  eight  inches.  I  do 
not  think  any  theory  will  come  in  to  explain  that,  except  that 
they  found  that  the  five-inch  shafts  were  breaking^  and  they 
made  up  their  minds  that  they  would  make  them  so  strong  that 
they  would  noi 

Prof.  Charles  L.  Weil, — ^I  was  very  much  interested  in  what 
Professor  Kingsbury  had  to  say  about  the  unfortunate  position 
of  the  instructor  in  machine  design.  When  I  was  at  Lehigh 
University,  it  was  the  custom,  in  teaching  engine  design,  to  take 
the  class  to  New  York  City,  and  make  measurements  upon  some 
twenty-five  engines,  something  after  the  manner  mentioned  in 
this  paper.  When  engaged  in  this  work  one  thing  struck  me  as 
unfortunate,  and  that  was,  that  by  the  time  the  technical-school 
men  had  gathered  data  for  constants,  for  what  might  be  termed 
a  certain  style  of  engine,  there  came  a  change  of  requirements  in 
the  commercial  world — in  regard  to  speed,  for  instance — in  the 
case  of  that  class,  which  would  so  influence  proportions  as  to 
have  a  very  pronounced  effect  on  the  values  of  the  constants 
previously  determined.  Too  often  our  constants  in  machine- 
design  work  are  for  a  style  that  is  passing  into  disuse. 

Mr.  H,  H.  Snpk^, — The  remarks  made  remind  me  of  a  state- 
ment which  I  think  holds  good  in  a  great  many  such  cases ;  that 
is,  that  the  work  of  the  professors  is  very  good  in  its  way,  but 
very  often  it  is  just  a  little  too  late.  I  think  if  we  could  get  it 
in  such  a  shape  as  to  anticipate  and  get  data  from  new  designs 
of  engines  as  they  are  being  planned— of  course  we  all  know 
how  difficult  that  is — the  information  would  not  be  too  late  to 
be  utilized. 
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Mr,  Oberltn  Smith. — I  agree  with  Mr.  Porter,  one  of  the  origi- 
nal "  anvil "  missionaries,  that  an  engine-bed  should  be  just  as 
heavy  as  we  can  afford  to  make  it,  and  independent  of  the  prob- 
able purpose  of  the  engine ;  and  the  heavier  the  better.  We  can- 
not make  it  too  heavy  for  practical  use.  Of  course,  reciprocat- 
ing parts,  like  pistons,  orossheads,  etc,  should  follow  more  the 
idea  of  getting  plenty  of  strength,  but  having  as  little  weight  as 
possible.    But  we  do  not,  by  any  means,  want  to  do  that  in  beds. 

Prt^.  John  H.  Barr.* — In  comment  upon  the  remarks  of  mem- 
bers, I  would  refer  first  to  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Thurston,  that 
the  best  proportions  are  probably  somewhat  under  the  mean.  I 
should  agree  that  the  best  practice  would  be,  probably,  to  adopt 
proportions  under  the  average,  rather  than  above  it ;  this  is  an 
important  point  which  we  neglected  to  bring  out  in  the  paper. 

As  to  the  factor  which  has  been  referred  to  under  the  general 
name  of  factor  of  safety,  the  factor  which  has  been  derived 
from  investigations  of  this  kind  is  not  a  factor  of  safety  with 
respect  to  strength  alone,  but  is  based  also  on  rigidity  and 
various  contingencies  of  service  which  affect  the  proportions  of 
the  different  parts. 

The  formulsB  which  we  have  derived  are  not  rational,  except 
in  form.  They  are  formulas  of  rational  antecedents.  The  fac- 
tors are  derived  from  practice,  and  include  elements  which  have 
been  taken  into  account  by  different  builders. 

In  reply  to  the  suggestion  that  we  should  give  different  per- 
centage values  to  the  proportions  adopted  by  different  builders, 
I  would  say  that  this  would  be  rather  a  difficult  thing  to  do. 
If  I  were  at  liberty  to  give  the  names  of  the  builders  whose 
data  have  been  used,  it  would  be  admitted,  perhaps  without  ex; 
oeption,  that  all  were  entitled  to  much  respect  and  were  of  equal 
value.     Of  course  I  cannot  give  such  names. 

The  builder  who  would  be  likely  to  build  an  engine  whose 
piston  rod  was  forged  out  of  a  pile  of  old  bolts  represents  the 
type  of  man  who  keeps  his  trade  secrets  to  himself,  and  declines 
to  help  such  inquirers  as  ourselves. 

The  investigation  has  been  entirely  confined  to  high-speed 
engines,  and  in  most  cases  to  the  centre-crank  engines.  We  are 
going  to  begin  on  the  slow-speed  engine  men  next,  and  after- 
wards hope  to  get  round  to  the  builders  of  machine  tools. 

*  Author's  closure,  under  the  Rules. 
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I  am  glad  to  be  assured  of  Mr.  Smith's  cooperation  in  famish- 
ing us  information  in  this  latter  field. 

Mr.  Oberlin  Smith. — I  should  be  very  glad  to  give  it,  and  hope 
to  get  some  of  the  other  fellows  to  do  the  same  thing  when  it  is 
wanted. 

Professor  Barr. — The  opening  paragraph  of  Professor  Aid- 
rich's  discussion  seems  to  show  a  misunderstanding  of  the  posi- 
tion taken  by  the  authors  of  this  paper.  It  is  not  intended  to 
advocate  the  substitution  of  the  steam  engine  in  operation  for 
thQ  laboratoiy  testing  machine  in  making  destructive  tests  of 
materials.  What  is  intended  is  simply  the  use  of  the  propor- 
tions found  desirable  and  necessary  in  actual  engines  in  deriv- 
ing the  safe  working  stresses ;  or  using  the  engine  in  operation 
to  measure  the  effects  of  the  various  contingencies  which  we 
have  not,  so  far,  been  able  to  determine  by  analysis  and  the 
common  experimentally  determined  constants. 

The  stresses  due  to  dynamic  action  (other  than  those  result- 
ing from  the  useful  load  transmitted,  and  the  more  readily  cal- 
culated incidental  effects),  such  as  the  effects  of  repeated  varia- 
tions in  stress,  etc.,  have  made  it  necessary  to  use  factors  of 
safety  of  8,  10,  12,  or  even  more,  in  place  of  the  real  factor  of 
safety  of  3  or  4,  which  should  be  sufficient  if  all  conditions  were 
accurately  known  and  provided  for.  These  factors  contain  so 
much  of  the  element  of  ignorance  that  it  seems  necessary  to 
resort  to  comparison  of  the  proportions  of  "  good  "  engines  in 
order  to  get  a  proper  factor  for  each  pari  This  may  not  be  the 
most  scientific  method  of  approaching  the  problem,  as  it  does 
not  assign  to  each  of  the  various  causes  its  separate  effect ;  but 
it  appears  to  be  an  expedient  which  will  give  a  result  more 
nearly  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  than  is  attained  by 
the  method  of  selecting  some  one  factor  of  safety  to  be  used  for  all 
members  of  the  same  machine.  As  Professor  Aldrich  remarks, 
the  stresses  on  a  piston  rod  can  be  ascertained  somewhat  closely, 
and  this  is  evidently  an  instance  where  the  intelligent  designer 
would  determine  these  actions  as  nearly  as  practicable,  and 
then  use  a  real  factor  of  safety,  which  should  be  low. 

It  is  suggested  that  more  of  the  diagrams  should  be  presented. 
It  is  very  true  that  these  diagrams  alone  are  of  much  more  value 
than  are  any  deductions  and  conclusions  which  the  authors  can 
derive  from  them.  The  present  paper  was  not  presented  as  in 
any  way  comprehensive ;  but  it  was  offered  in  its  very  incom- 
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plete  form  in  order  to  get  the  '*  sense  of  the  meeting  "  as  to  the 
desirability  of  farther  investigation  along  this  line ;  and  with 
the  hope  that  many  more  builders  would  consent  to  furnish 
clata  when  shown  that  it  could  be  used  without  divulging  their 
proportions.  While  the  limited  data  already  secured  have  en- 
abled us  to  observe  the  general  trend  of  practice  in  certain 
instances,  it  is  realized  that  much  more  is  required  in  order  to 
draw  any  important  conclusions.  Should  the  builders  agree  to 
cooperate  more  generally— and  they  will  certainly  have  the  op- 
portunity— and  should  the  matter  be  considered  of  sufficient 
value  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Society  further,  more  of 
these  diagrams  may  be  offered  later. 

The  writer  agrees  with  Professor  Aldrich  in  his  strong  appeal 
for  abandonment  of  the  breaking  limit  as  the  basis  of  design, 
■and  hopes  that  we  may  be  able  in  the  near  future  to  advance 
far  enough  to  base  our  design  upon  the  stress  which  a  mem- 
ber will  stand  under  indefinitely  repeated  application  of  such 
stresses  as  it  is  called  upon  to  endure  in  operation.  The  re- 
searches of  Wohler  and  Bauschinger  have  indicated  the  impor- 
tance of  much  more  extended  investigation  along  this  line ;  but 
in  the  absence  of  adequate  information  as  to  the  behavior  of 
materials  under  these  conditions,  less  scientific  methods  may 
be  utilized  to  meet  the  immediate  necessities.  Certainly  "  ra- 
tional "  methods  of  designing  are  best,  unless  they  end  up  in  an 
irrational  factor  of  ignorance. 

Professor  Weil  cites  the  rapid  changes  in  requirements,  and 
ihe  corresponding  alterations  of  proportions  which  are  apt  to 
occur,  and  which  tend  to  vitiate  the  value  of  examination  made 
upon  current  practice.  We  can  hardly  hope  to  arrive  at  stand- 
■ard  proportions  for  the  members  of  a  steam  engine,  and  to  have 
these  standards  retain  their  value  indefinitely.  However,  it 
may  be  well  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  type  of  engine 
here  considered  is  a  new  one,  and  that  extreme  variations  of 
proportions  are  inevitable  during  the  experimental  period. 
Furthermore,  the  past  decade,  with  its  marvellous  electrical 
development,  has  produced  a  revolution  in  the  requirements  of 
the  steam  engine  such  as  we  may  hardly  expect  to  witness  again 
in  many  years.  These  circumstances  are  sufficient  to  account 
for  the  diversity  of  practice  observed  in  the  present  case.  It  is 
not  difficult  to  agree  with  the  recent  prediction  of  the  editor  of 
one  of  our  engineering  papers  that  an  examination  similar  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


140  THE   PROPORTIONS  OF  HIGH-SPEED   ENGINES. 

this,  if  made  ten  years  from  now,  will  reveal  no  such  wide  range 
of  practice  as  we  see  to-day. 

Mr.  Suplee  refers  to  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  examin- 
ing the  newest  designs  in  advance  of  their  actual  application. 
This  would  doubtless  be  very  desirable,  if  sufficient  data  of  this 
nature  could  be  obtained ;  but  it  would  probably  not  show,  in 
the  general  case,  much  departure  from  the  latest  preceding 
practice  of  the  same  designer.  This  method  would  be  taking 
the  judgment  of  the  designer,  rather  than  his  experience,  as  our 
basis,  and  this  judgment  is  formed  by  his  past  experience.  The 
last  designer  would  show  his  effort  to  correct  previous  errors  of 
judgment,  as  well  as  his  allowance  for  new  conditions,  pre- 
sumably. Many  of  the  proportions  employed  are  the  result  of 
a  compromise  between  what  is  necessary  and  desirable  in  the 
opinion  of  the  designer,  and  commercial  considerations  such  as 
using  the  same  frame,  crank  shaft,  etc.,  for  different  sizes  of 
engines,  or  for  different  speeds.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
obtain  from  these  same  designers  the  proportions  which  they 
would  adopt  for  each  size  of  engine  if  not  hampered  by  the 
usual  limitations,  and  this  might  afford  a  basis  for  deducing 
standard  proportions  which  would  satisfy  the  purely  mechani- 
cal requirements  to  a  high  degree. 
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DCLXXI* 

MEANS  ADOPTED  FOR  SAVING  FUEL  IN  A   LARGE 
OIL  REFINERY. 

BT  CHABLXfl  X.  KMXBT,  NZW  TOBK. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

One  of  the  most  interesting  professional  engagements  daring 
the  past  year  has  been  the  study  of  conditions  obtaining  in 
the  large  oil  refinery  of  the  Tidewater  Oil  Co.,  at  Bayonne, 
N.  J.,  with  a  view  of  recommending  means  to  obtain  a  saving 
of  fuel.  An  incredibly  large  amount  of  steam  is  required  in 
such  a  place.  It  is  used  for  power  to  operate  the  engines  for 
the  various  manufacturing  establishments,  such  as  barrel,  can, 
and  box  factories;  to  operate  steam  pumps  to  transfer  the  oil 
and  finished  products  to  different  parts  of  the  yards ;  to  press  out 
the  paraffine  or  wax  from  the  heavier  oils ;  to  operate  hydraulic 
presses  for  higher  pressures ;  to  pump  water  in  large  quantities 
for  cooling  purposes,  ammonia  for  refrigeration,  etc.  Some 
steam  power  is  also  required  for  electric  lighting.  A  very  lai^e 
part  of  the  steam  supply  is,  however,  required  for  various  heating 
operations  connected  with  refining.  In  the  refinery  referred  to 
there  were  5,500  horse-power  of  boilers  installed  in  four  boiler 
houses  in  different  parts  of  the  grounds,  which  boilers  were  origi- 
nally forced  much  beyond  their  capacity  a  great  deal  of  the 
time.  The  coal  consumption  for  steam  purposes  amounted  to 
about  64,000  tons  per  year,  independent  of  which  a  very  large 
quantity  was  consumed  directly  under  oil  stills.  The  question 
of  the  saving  of  fuel  had  been  agitated  before  the  writer  was 
consulted,  and  some  savings  made  by  separating  the  boilers  for 
two  different  departments  in  the  refinery,  so  that  each  could  be 
held  responsible  for  its  own  consumption.  It  had  also  been 
considered  that  there  were  some  connections  between  the  differ- 
ent  boiler  houses  which   could   be  simplified,   as   it  had  been 

*  Presented  at  the  New  York  meeting  (December,  1895)  of  the  American 
Society  of  MecliaQical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the 
TranmcHoM. 
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found  necessary  to  keep  all  the  boiler  honses  in  operation 
nearly  all  the  time.  The  executive  officers  had  also  entertained 
a  proposition  from  the  prominent  electric  companies  to  erect  a 
central  electric  plant  for  generating  alternating  current,  it  being 
proposed  to  substitute  alternating  motors  for  all  of  the  steam 
engines  in  the  establishment,  of  course  putting  in  new  pumps 
adapted  for  operation  in  this  way.  The  cost  seemed  so  large 
that  the  writer  was  consulted  as  to  the  best  method  desirable 
under  the  circumstancea  It  was  found  that  the  executive  officers 
at  the  refinery  had  studied  the  problem  very  thoroughly,  and 
that  they  knew  in  a  general  way  the  causes  of  the  large  con- 
sumption of  steam.  One  of  the  same  had  some  time  before 
sent  to  the  writer  for  a  copy  of  experiments  which  he  had  made 
on  the  cost  of  steam  power  with  ordinary  steam  pumps,  which  led 
to  an  investigation  of  the  cost  of  power  with  the  large  pumpa 
of  the  refinery,  the  method  generally  adopted  being  to  ascer- 
tain the  weight  of  exhaust  steam  delivered  through  a  tempo- 
rarily arranged  surface  condenser,  or,  in  some  cases,  the  extra 
weight  caused  by  exhausting  directly  into  a  vessel  of  water,  the 
water  used  being  compared  directly  with  the  theoretical  power 
obtained  from  the  gallons  pumped  and  the  pressure  pt  delivery. 
It  was  foxmd  that  many  of  the  steam  pumps  were  using  as  high 
as  240  pounds  of  water  per  net  horse-power  per  hour,  and  only  in 
exceptional  cases  could  one  be  found  which  could  deliver  a  horse- 
power as  low  as  80  pounds  of  feed-water.  The  general  impres* 
sion  seemed  to  be  that  the  steam  pumps  were  requiring  on  the 
average  150  pounds  of  water  per  horse-power  per  hour.  The 
advantages  of  using  exhaust  steam  were  also  appreciated  to  a 
certain  extent,  as  exhaust  steam  pipes  were  being  erected  and 
connected  so  as  to  keep  the  various  stills  and  tanks  warm  during 
the  winter. 

The  preliminary  report  of  the  writer,  which  was  not  based  on 
full  knowledge  of  all  that  had  been  done  before,  corroborated  the 
opinions  of  the  officers  as  to  the  causes  of  the  lai^e  consumptiou 
of  steam,  but  considerably  modified  the  suggestions  as  to  the 
methods  of  reducing  the  same.  The  large  electric  plant  was  not 
approved.  A  smaller  electric  transmission  was  recommended  to 
reach  various  outlying  points  where  steam  had  to  be  transmitted 
a  long  distance  at  very  great  expense  in  condensation  independ- 
ent of  the  power  developed,  since  it  was  necessary  in  winter  and 
desirable  in  summer  to  keep  the  pipes  warm  all  the  time,  although 
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the  power  was  at  many  of  the  points  only  used  occasionally.  An 
extension  of  the  exhanst  system  was  recommended  even  if  it 
became  necessary  to  increase  the  back  pressure,  and  it  was  recom- 
mended that  a  number  of  power  stations  be  established  in  which 
would  be  erected  good  high-pressure  non-condensing  engines 
operating  power  pumps  to  take  the  place  of  the  numerous  steam 
pumps  in  different  parts  of  the  works,  the  exhaust  from  such 
engines  to  enter  the  exhaust  mains  and  to  be  used  for  heating 
purposes.  It  was  pointed  out  as  desirable  that  the  changes  be 
made  somewhat  slowly,  so  that  experience  gained  at  one  plant 
could  be  applied  at  another,  and  so  that  the  class  of  engine  best 
adapted  for  the  purpose  could  be  determined.  Evidently  if  all 
the  exhaust  would  eventually  be  required  a  cheap  form  of  engine 
could  be  used,  and  if  the  contrary  was  the  case  good  compound 
condensing  engines  could  be  used  at  some  of  the  locations. 

The  suggestions  were  adopted,  and  considerable  work  has  been 
done  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  executive  officers  in 
consultation  with  the  writer.  At  the  present  time  the  system  of 
local  plants  operated  by  high-pressure  steam  engines  and  power 
pumps  has  been  applied  at  two  points  in  neighborhoods  where 
the  least  exhaust  steam  is  required,  and  the  exhaust  steam  from 
nearly  all  the  engines  and  the  lai^e  number  of  wasteful  pumps 
has  been  collected  and  used  at  a  pressure  of  about  10  pounds 
in  the  steam  stills,  the  results  showing  that  nearly  all  of  it  could 
be  utilized.  The  result  of  the  work  thus  far  accomplished  has 
been  to  reduce  the  coal  consumption  for  steam  purposes  fully 
one-half,  or  about  32,000  tons  per  year.  The  saving  has  gradually 
increased  from  the  time  the  work  was  commenced,  and  has  been 
54  per  cent.,  compared  with  the  previous  year,  for  the  last  three 
months,  though  the  entire  work  laid  out  is  not  yet  complete. 
One  of  the  four  boiler  houses  has  been  closed,  and  experiments 
are  in  progress  to  ascertain  how  many  more  boilers  can  be  shut 
down  without  forcing  the  remainder  above  the  economical  limit. 
The  principal  part  of  the  saving  has  been  due  to  the  use  of  exhaust 
steam.  Its  application  in  steam  stills  required  experiment,  so  the 
results  could  not  have  been  accomplished  without  the  hearty  coop- 
eration of  the  executive  officers  of  the  establishment.  Before  the 
changes  the  yards  were  overhung  by  clouds  of  escaping  steam ; 
now  hardly  any  is  visible.  In  comparison,  it  seems  like  Sunday, 
or  as  if  the  work  was  stopped,  whereas,  actually,  the  output  is 
at  times  greater  than  before.     The  fact  that  so  much  exhaust 
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steam  could  be  utilized  has  somewhat  modified  the  original  plans 
of  dispensing  with  all  the  steam  pumps.  At  points  where  there  is 
little  condensation  due  to  exposure,  evidently  the  lack  of  effi- 
ciency is  of  minor  importance,  as  the  heat  passes  on  and  is  utilized 
for  heating  purposes.  In  outlying  districts,  however,  there  was  a 
large  amount  of  condensation  in  pipes  and  pumps  necessarily 
located  out  in  the  air  in  many  cases,  to  avoid  danger  from  fire.  A 
number  of  these  pumps  have  been  housed  so  as  to  save  loss  by 
condensation,  and  power  pumps  will  be  substituted  for  others  in 
another  sub-station,  thus  reducing  the  surplus  of  exhaust  steam, 
when  improvements  will  be  stopped  for  a  time  until  experience 
indicates  the  desirability  of  further  changa 

The  question  may  be  asked  why  it  was  decided  to  give  up  the 
electric-power  system.  The  principal  reason  was  that  it  was 
quite  expensive,  and,  moreover,  not  warranted  by  a  balance  of  the 
advantages  for  a  location  where  much  of  the  exhaust  steam  could 
be  used  for  heating  purposes.  Even  if  interest  on  first  cost  were 
neglected,  the  quantity  of  exhaust  steam  which  could  be  utilized 
for  heating  purposes  would  be  many  times  as  much  as  the  steam 
required  to  operate  the  dynamos.  This  last  steam  had  to  be 
supplied  as  well  as  the  first,  and,  if  supplied  through  steam 
engines,  the  power  could  be  developed  with  only  the  extra  cost 
due  to  heat  lost  in  the  performance  of  work,  which  is  compara- 
tively trifling  in  such  a  place,  and  the  heat  lost  by  radiation  dur- 
ing transmission.  So  long  as  the  heat  lost  by  radiation  was  less 
than  the  cost  of  the  power  in  the  best  compound  engines,  the  use 
of  tbe  latter  was  not  warranted  even  on  economical  considerations, 
and  when  the  cost  of  the  electric  plant  was  considered,  the  bal- 
ance was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  plan  finally  decided  upon.  It 
does  not  follow  that  this  decision  would  apply  as  a  general  rule. 
Every  case  must  be  decided  on  its  own  merits,  but  in  making  such 
decision  great  pains  must  be  taken  to  obtain  the  probable  results 
in  practice  rather  than  those  which  have  been  shown  under  experi- 
mental conditions.  The  small  electric-transmission  plant  previ- 
ously referred  to  is  now  in  operation.  It  is  a  three-phase  alter- 
nating system,  put  in  by  the  General  Electric  Company.  A  75- 
kilowatt  550-volt  generator  is  provided,  it  having  been  decided  on 
consultation  to  make  it  large  enough  to  furnish  all  the  incandescent 
hghts  then  supplied  from  three  small  plants  in  different  parts  of 
the  yard.  There  are  about  60  horse-power  of  motors  distributed 
at  outlying  points,  the  units  varying  from  5  to  30  horse-power. 
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The  eleotrio  conductors  displace  about  2,000  feet  of  steam  pipe  of 
various  sizes  which  it  was  necessary  to  keep  hot  winter  and  sum- 
mer. In  locations  where  gases  exist  that  a  spark  would  light,  the 
variable  starting  resistance  has  been  omitted  from  the  motors,  and 
the  switch  blades  are  immersed  in  oil,  so  that  the  electric  appara- 
tus is  absolutely  sparkless.  The  change  has  improved  the  electric 
lighting,  and  the  motors  are  also  operating  quite  satisfactorily. 

DISCUSSION. 

Mr.  J.  O.  Winship. — ^I  am  especially  interested  in  the  part  of 
Dr.  Emery's  paper  relating  to  steam  pumps.  In  the  infancy  of 
the  oil  refineries,  when  a  party  wished  to  purchase  a  steam 
pump  to  do  a  certain  work,  it  was  particularly  specified  that  the 
pressure  would  be  liable  to  drop  26  or  30  pounds  and  the  pro- 
portions of  the  cylinders  must  be  arranged  to  suit  the  condi- 
tions. Consequently,  a  much  larger  steam  cylinder  had  to  be 
provided  than  would  have  been  necessary  if  a  steady  pressure 
of  steam  had  been  maintained  ;  thus  causing  an  increased  con- 
sumption of  steam  in  running  the  pumps.  Then,  in  the  begin- 
ning the  companies  had  their  fortunes  to  make,  and  the  first 
cost  was  of  more  consequence  than  now. 

From  the  first,  the  firm  with  which  I  am  connected  has  fur- 
nished a  portion  of  the  pumping  plant  of  the  various  refineries, 
and  has  always  recommended  the  adoption  of  high-duty  pumps. 
The  Standard  Oil  Company  began  the  use  of  economical  pumps 
about  six  or  eight  years  ago,  and,  finding  the  results  so  gratify- 
ing, have  installed  the  same  style  in  all  their  refineries.  The 
consumption  of  steam  was  over  50  per  cent  less  than  with  the 
old  type.  In  the  case  of  the  Tidewater  Oil  Company  a  large 
saving  is  made  by  utilizing  exhaust  steam  in  place  of  live  steam, 
and  also  in  the  use  of  power  pumps  driven  by  an  automatic  cut- 
off engine. 

The  policy  of  concentrating  so  much  of  their  plant  in  one  unit 
is  questionable,  for  no  piece  of  machinery  is  infallible,  and  a 
serious  break  in  the  motive  power  would  be  disastrous  in  dis- 
organizing the  work  of  the  plant.  I  think  it  would  be  better  to 
divide  up  the  work  in  more  units,  and  adopt  the  most  economi- 
cal type  of  steam  pumps. 

J/r.  F.  Meriam  Wheeler. — I  am  not  surprised  to  learn  by  Dr. 
Emery's  paper  that  the  saving  in  steam  is  about  one-half,  for  I 
10 
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remember  some  tests  which  I  made  years  ago  for  the  Standard 
Oil  Company  where  we  secured  even  greater  saving  than  that- 
amount  In  the  case  I  refer  to  about  half  a  dozen  steam  pumps 
were  employed  for  furnishing  the  supply  of  water  for  the  con* 
densers  of  the  refinery,  the  quantity  of  water  required  amount- 
ing to  several  million  gallons  per  day.  They  were  using  several 
makes  of  pumps,  of  the  single  and  duplex  types,  and  I  remem- 
ber that  the  consumption  of  steam  was  yerj  great.  As  some  of 
the  pumps,  especially  the  duplex,  did  not  make  even  seven- 
tenths  of  their  rated  stroke,  you  can  readily  imagine  what  the  loss 
from  clearance  alone  would  amount  to.  One  particular  pump 
had  an  adjustable  valve  gear,  thus  making  it  possible  to  get  a 
full  stroke,  but  this  advantage  was  entirely  overlooked  and  neg- 
lected. This  lot  of  steam  pumps  was  afterwards  replaced  by  a 
more  economical  type  built  by  our  company,  namely,  a  compound 
condensing  pump.  This  pump  was  installed  on  a  guarantee  of  a 
saving  of  its  entire  cost  in  fuel  within  one  year,  that  being  the 
amount  we  were  to  receive  in  payment  Before  many  months 
had  elapsed  our  clients  were  glad  to  cancel  the  contract  and 
pay  the  regular  price  of  the  pump,  as  it  was  very  evident  that- 
we  would  exceed  our  guarantee  by  a  considerable  amount,  and 
thus  secure  more  than  the  usual  price  of  the  pump. 

The  consumption  of  steam  in  an  ordinary  steam  pump  is  far 
beyond  what  it  is  generally  supposed  to  be.  Even  engineers 
and  others  who  are  directly  interested  in  the  subject  do  not 
realize  how  high  the  rate  of  steam  really  is  in  the  average  pump^ 
especially  of  the  duplex  type.  As  Dr.  Emery  says,  some  pumps 
require  as  high  as  200  to  300  pounds  weight  of  steam  per  indi- 
cated horse-power  per  hour.  I  recently  read  in  one  of  the 
technical  papers  an  article  written  by  a  well-known  authority 
(Mr.  Barr)  wherein  he  quoted  a  case  where  the  consumption  of 
steam  was  as  high  as  from  500  to  600  pounds  per  indicated  horse- 
power per  hour,  but  he  remarked  that  in  the  case  of  the 
duplex  pump  referred  to  it  was  not  in  good  working  order, 
although  it  was  a  new  pump. 

Dr.  Emery  mentions  80  pounds  as  a  fair  rate  of  steam  con- 
sumption for  pumps.  Even  that  seems  very  high,  compared 
with  the  economy  of  the  modem  steam  engine.  Why  cannot 
we  have  the  same  refinements  in  pump  practice  at  least 
approaching  what  has  been  accomplished  in  steam-engine 
practice  ? 
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It  is  certainly  remarkable  that  large  corporations  such  as 
those  named  have  been  so  long  in  adopting  a  more  economical 
type  of  steam  pump,  especially  where  large  quantities  of  liquids 
are  handled  day  and  nighi 

However,  to  come  back  to  the  subject  to  which  I  first  referred : 
As  I  remarked,  there  was  installed  one  large  compound  pump, 
by  the  use  of  which  the  consumption  of  steam  was  reduced 
from  about  150  pounds  to  36  pounds  weight  of  steam  per  indi- 
cated horse-power  per  hour — quite  a  saving  I 

Also  take  the  blowing  engines  used  by  the  refineries  of  these 
companies,  by  which  they  agitated  the  oiL  It  has  been  the  cus- 
tom to  use  the  direct-acting  type  of  blowing  engines,  or  what 
they  term  "blowers"  (and  they  do  blow  a  fearful  amount  of 
steam  away,  to  no  good  purpose  !).  These  so-called  "  blowers" 
will  consume,  on  an  average,  at  least  120  pounds  weight  of 
steam  'per  indicated  horse-power  per  hour.  Now,  any  one 
familiar  with  machinery  for  compressing  air  or  gases  knows 
that  the  direct-acting  type  is  the  last  system  to  adopt  for  the 
purpose.  For  pumping  water  or  other  liquids  the  direct-acting 
steam  pump  is  all  right,  but  when  it  comes  to  handling  air  or 
gases  the  crank  and  fly-wheel  system  is  the  only  proper  one  to 
employ.  About  five  years  ago  I  persuaded  certain  officials  of 
the  oil  company  mentioned  to  discontinue  the  use  of  their 
direct-acting  blowing  engines,  assuring  them  they  could  save  at 
least  60  per  cent,  of  the  steam  by  adopting  the  fly-wheel  type* 
I  designed  a  blowing  engine  of  this  kind,  and  when  it  was 
installed  a  careful  test  was  made  by  a  committee  of  experts 
especially  appointed  by  the  company,  and  it  was  shown  that  & 
saving  was  secured  even  greater  than  the  amount  guaranteed. 
Since  that  time  the  company  have  used  no  other  type  of  blow- 
ing engine. 

It  does  seem  strange  that  corporations  and  others  who  have 
extensive  steam  plants  will  overlook  the  subject  of  steam 
economy  in  steam  pumps  and  other  auxiliary  engines,  and  yet 
will  be  so  very  discriminating  in  regard  to  their  regular  steam 
engines  in  the  matter  of  economy,  giving  a  great  deal  of  atten- 
tion and  time  in  deciding  on  the  best  type  for  highest  economy. 

Now  take  the  matter  of  pumps  for  elevator  service  :  It  is  an 
astonishing  fact  that  to-day  in  New  York  City  thousands  of  dol- 
lars' worth  of  coal  is  wasted  every  day  unnecessarily.  Take 
one  street  alone,  Broadway,  and  the  steam  which  is  wastefully 
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nsed  by  the  steam  pumps  in  the  large  buildings  is  something 
enormous.  The  loss  of  steam,  measured  in  dollars,  means  quite 
a  fortune.  I  only  wish  I  had  the  amount  represented  by  this 
loss  as  an  income  !  It  would  enable  me  to  retire  in  a  few  years. 
This  statement  may  surprise  many,  but  it  is  nevertheless  true. 

However,  we  are  slowly  getting  around  to  a  more  economical 
system  of  steam  pumps,  particularly  in  those  of  small  size. 
Even  in  pumps  developing  only  2  or  3  horse-power  a  great  sav- 
ing of  steam  can  be  secured.  Take  a  pump  of  this  size,  and  by 
compounding  it  you  can  save  its  entire  cost  in  a  little  over  one 
year's  time  in  saving  of  fuel,  over  that  required  by  a  simple 
pump,  such  as  are  commonly  sold  in  the  market. 

Any  one  present  can  readily  see  this  by  the  following  illus- 
tration :  The  case  in  point  was  at  an  electric-light  plant  in 
Ohio,  where  they  had  been  using  a  6x4x6  duplex  pump 
developing  about  three  indicated  horse-power.  A  compound 
(non-condensing)  pump  of  the  single  type,  having  a  6-inoh  diame- 
ter high-pressure  steam  cylinder,  10-inch  diameter  low-pressure 
steam  cylinder,  5-inch  diameter  water  cylinder  and  10-inch 
stroke,  was  substituted,  with  the  result  that  a  saving  of  steam 
at  the  rate  of  120  pounds  per  indicated  horse-power  per  hour 
was  accomplished.  Figuring  on  10  hours  a  day,  and  300  work- 
ing days  to  the  year,  this  shows  a  saving  of  over  a  million 
pounds  of  steam.  Now  it  is  a  good  boiler  which  will  average 
8  pounds  evaporation  per  pound  of  coal,  and  on  this  basis  the 
coal  saving  would  amount  to  135,000  pounds,  or  60  tons,  per 
annum.  With  coal,  say,  at  $3  per  ton,  this  represents  a  saving 
of  $180  the  first  year,  which,  by  the  way,  is  about  the  price  of 
the  compound  pump.  This  illustration  is  one  taken  from  every- 
day practice,  and  shows  conclusively  that  although  the  first  cost 
of  the  more  economical  pump  may  have  been  twice  the  price 
of  the  other  pump,  the  former  was  decidedly  the  cheaper  pump 
in  the  end. 

Certainly  this  subject  of  steam  economy  in  steam  pumps  of 
moderate  size  deserves  more  attention  than  has  been  given  to  it 
by  the  average  user  of  such  pumps. 

Frof,  James  E.  Denton, — I  desire  to  ask  Dr.  Emery  if,  in 
closing,  he  will  not  say  if  pumps  of  10  horse-power  or  more 
would  consume  45  pounds  of  steam  per  indicated  horse-power 
per  hour,  how  much  saving  could  have  been  effected  by 
their  use.     We  made  a  very  careful  test  of  the  10  horse-power 
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compound  direct-acting  air  pumps  on  the  Bremen^  one  of  the 
Hoboken  ferry  boats,  to  determine  its  consumption,  and  we 
found  that  a  direct-acting  non-condensing  pump  of  10  horse- 
power would  consume  40  pounds  of  water  per  horse-power  per 
hour. 

Mr,  H.  de  B.  Parsons. — The  subject  of  fuel-saving  is  one  which 
is  always  of  the  greatest  interest  to  both  the  user  and  the  en- 
gineer. Many  years  ago  there  was  in  use  in  a  certain  iron  mine 
a  battery  of  two  boilers,  which  supplied  steam  to  a  number  of 
rock  drills,  and  a  large  old-fashioned  pump.  The  capital  of 
the  company  was  small,  and  it  therefore  could  not  undertake 
the  expense  of  reducing  the  cost  of  pumping  by  replacing  the 
old  machine  with  a  more  economical  one.  The  quantity  of  coal 
used  in  this  battery,  however,  was  large,  and  it  was  necessary, 
if  possible,  to  reduce  the  amount.  Against  great  opposition  on 
the  part  of  many  of  the  directors,  it  was  recommended  that  a 
third  boiler  be  added  to  the  battery  of  two,  for  the  purpose  of 
reducing  the  fuel  consumption.  After  considerable  argument, 
the  opposing  directors  agreed  to  try  the  experiment,  and  while 
the  piping,  drills,  and  pump  remained  the  same,  the  saving  in 
fuel  after  the  three  boilers  were  put  in  use  was  very  large.  I 
have  not  at  hand  the  exact  percentage  of  this  saving,  but  my 
recollection  is  that  it  amounted  to  about  26  to  30  per  cent. 
The  coal  used  was  anthracite. 

i/r.  F,  A.  Scheffier. — ^If,  as  Dr.  Emery  states  in  his  paper, 
the  average  water  consumption  of  the  pumps  before  he  made 
the  changes  was  150  pounds  of  water  per  horse-power  per  hour, 
and  he  cut  down  the  fuel  consumption  to  one-half  the  annual 
amount,  is  it  not  true  that  the  present  plant  is  operating  at 
about  75  pounds,  and  that  there  is  a  pretty  good  opportunity 
for  cutting  that  down? 

Dr.  Emery.* — The  discussions  as  to  the  economy  of  steam 
pumps  have  been  very  full  and  interesting,  but  a  prominent 
feature  thereof  has  not  been  fully  appreciated  by  some  of  the 
speakers.  The  fact  is  that  the  exhaust  steam  from  all  the 
engines,  except  one  large  compound  pumping  engine,  is  utilized 
for  heating  purposes,  so  the  power  costs  practically  nothing. 
As  the  paper  states,  it  was  finally  found  that  so  much  exhaust 
steam  could  be  utilized  that  very  many  of  the  original  steam 
pumps  were  retained,  and  simply  moved  into  buildings  to  re- 
*  Author's  dosare,  under  the  Rules. 
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dace  the  loss  by  condensation  in  pipes  and  steam  cylinders  to 
a  minimun,  as  evidently  any  losses  of  heat  by  external  radiation 
could  not  be  recovered.  With  such  apparatus  the  steam  not 
utilized  for  power  in  the  engine  simply  passes  to  the  exhaust 
pipes  and  is  used  for  heating,  and  the  kind  of  pumps  or  other 
engines  used  is  of  no  consequence.  We  have  therefore  a  direct 
answer  to  the  question  of  several  parties,  that  in  general  no 
saving  would  be  made  by  using  more  economical  pumps.  This 
statement  is,  however,  only  true  under  the  conditions  obtaining 
At  this  particular  location.  The  considerations  which  have  been 
so  ably  presented  by  Mr.  Winship  and  Mr.  Wheeler,  and  im- 
plied in  the  questions  of  Professor  Denton  and  others,  would 
apply  in  very  many  cases,  but  do  not  to  this  particular  one. 

A  Member. — I  would  like  to  ask  Dr.  Emery  if  there  is  any  free 
-exhaust  left  after  the  steam  passes  around  through  the  heating 
pipes,  and  also  about  what  was  the  size  of  the  units  used  in  the 
fiteam  engines  of  the  power  pumps. 

Dr,  Emery, — There  is  practically  no  free  exhaust  in  the  yards 
at  alL  Whatever  exhaust  is  left  goes  into  a  large  tank  to  heat 
the  feed-water.  There  is  some  waste  from  the  surface  of  this 
tank  in  the  summer  time,  so  that  we  are  planning  to  cover  it,  and 
to  put  in  another  pumping  plant  operated  by  economical  engines 
to  reduce  the  consumption  in  summer,  with  the  expectation  that 
a  little  live  steam  will  be  required  in  winter,  which  will  be 
warranted  by  the  saving  during  the  rest  of  the  year.  Mr.  F.  W. 
Edwards,  the  very  able  superintendent  of  the  works,  has,  how- 
ever, suggested  that  a  large  compound  condensing  engme  used 
for  pumping  salt  water  through  the  yards  can  be  run  high 
pressure,  and  the  exhaust  utilized  daring  the  winter,  which  will 
be  conducive  to  economy,  if  the  conditions  another  season  war- 
rant it.  As  I  have  already  stated  in  the  paper,  the  success  of 
this  method  is  largely  due  to  the  zealous  cooperation  of  the  ex- 
ecutive officers  of  the  refinery,  among  whom  should  be  men- 
tioned, besides  the  superintendent,  above  referred  to,  Mr.  P.  R. 
Gray,  superintendent  of  the  P.  &  L.  Department,  and  Mr.  J.  E. 
Morse,  the  chief  engineer  of  the  establishment. 
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(Member  of  the  Society), 

AMD    X.  H.  PSABODT 

(New  York  City,  N.Y.). 

In  the  coarse  of  their  experience  in  making  boiler  tests,  the 
authors  of  this  paper,  in  common  with  most  engineers  who  have 
been  engaged  in  that  line  of  work,  have  found  the  determination 
of  the  amount  of  moisture  in  steam,  even  by  the  most  approved 
methods,  exceedingly  unsatisfactory. 

The  invention  of  the  throttling  calorimeter  was  hailed  with 
delight,  as  it  was  at  first  supposed  that,  with  boilers  working 
within  the  limits  of  gcKxl  practice,  the  exact  condition  of  the  steam 
could  be  ascertained  readily  and  continuously. 

It  was  soon  found,  however,  that  a  great  difSculty  lay  in  the 
obtaining  of  the  true  average  sample  of  steam. 

Many  have  been  the  experiments  and  discussions  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  controversy  has  waxed  hot  even  in  the  meetings  of  this 
Society  as  to  form  and  location  of  sampling  nipple,  whether  it 
should  be  plain  and  open-ended,  slotted,  or  perforated,  with  holes 
large  or  small,  until  finally  a  method  has  been  suggested  involv- 
ing the  testing  of  the  entire  amount  of  steam  furnished  by  the 
boiler.  But  in  all  these  methods  it  is  assumed  that  the  correct 
sample  of  steam  once  obtained,  the  throttling  calorimeter  will 
give  an  accurate  reading  of  its  condition. 

That  this  is  not  the  case  with  the  accepted  mode  of  using  the 
instrument  the  following  experiments  seem  to  demonstrate. 

In  these  experiments,  which  were  conducted  for  the  Babcock 
&  Wilcox  Company,  at  their  works,  Elizabethport,  N.  J.,  unusual 
facilities  were  afforded,  as  the  boiler  at  our  disposal  was  under 


*  PreseDted  at  the  New  York  meeting  (December,  1895)  of  the  American 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the 
TranBoetioM, 
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our  absolute  control,  and  the  pressure  and  I'ate  of  evaporation 
could  be  varied  at  will — the  steam  being  discharged  through  a 
bleeder  directly  to  the  atmosphere.  But  nothing  was  done  to 
increase  or  decrease  the  percentage  of  moisture  in  the  steam,  as 
this  was  foreign  to  the  purpose  of  the  investigation. 

Great  care  was  used  in  the  selection  and  standardizing  of  instru- 
ments. 

Having  in  a  preliminary  test  ascertained  the  wonderful  sensi- 
tiveness and  reliability  of  the  Bristol  recording  thermometer,  an 
order  was  placed  with  the  manufacturers  for  two  of  these,  with 
the  proviso  that  they  should  read  exactly  alike  through  the  whole 
range  of  the  diagram  or  chart.  Tests  in  water  for  the  lower 
temperatures  and  in  heated  oil  for  the  higher,  showed  them  so  sen- 
sitive that  they  would  be  at  variance  whenever  the  liquid  was 
left  undisturbed,  and  so  accurate  that  as  soon  as  the  liquid  was 
thoroughly  stirred  they  would  read  exactly  alike. 

The  mercury  thermometers  were  all  compared  to  one  which  had 
been  standardized  by  the  maker,  and  as  they  all  agreed  within 
less  than  one-half  degree,  they  were  considered  sufficiently  cor- 
rect. Sometimes  during  the  experiments  two  or  three  of  these 
would  be  placed  together  in  the  same  well  for  comparison,  and 
readings  found  almost  absolutely  alike. 

The  thermometer  wells  were  of  iron,  specially  made,  the  walls 
being  one  sixty-fourth  of  an  inch  thick ;  they  were  three  inches 
long  and  filled  with  mercury. 

A  Bristol  recording  gauge  and  an  Ashcroft  test  gauge,  both 
standardized  by  comparison  with  a  mercury  column,  were  also 
used  to  record  pressures  of  steam. 

In  the  accompanying  charts  the  results  will  be  found  carefully 
plotted  with  all  corrections  made. 

Three  calorimeters  were  used,  and  it  was  thought  best  to  have 
them  all  of  the  same  construction,  as  shown  in  Fig.  26  ;  this  being 
the  form  of  apparatus  recommended  by  Mr.  Barrus. 

Two  of  them,  marked  respectively  A  and  B  on  the  drawing, 
were  made  practically  alike  and  connected  with  open-ended 
nipples  directly  opposite  each  other  in  the  vertical  portion  of  the 
steam  main  on  top  of  the  boiler. 

The  third  calorimeter  C  was  connected  closer  to  the  boiler 
drum,  but  with  a  longer  and  somewhat  crooked  arrangement  of 
piping. 

The  orifices  of  throttling  diaphragms  were  -jV  ^^^h  in  diameter. 
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The  recording  gauge  was  connected  at  E^  Fig.  26,  close  to  the 
sampling  nipples  of  calorimeters  A  and  By  the  test  gauge  being 
placed  on  the  steam  pipe  at  U,  For  comparison  the  test  gauge 
was  also  tried  at  Jf,  as  shown  by  dotted  lines  on  the  figure,  no 
difference  being  found  in  the  readings. 

The  first  part  of  the  investigation  was  conducted  with  a  view 
to  determine  whether  or  not  it  is  absolutely  necessary  in  practice 
to  correct  the  readings  of  the  calorimeter  for  radiation  and  loss 
of  heat  through  the  walls  of  the  instrument  when  it  is  properly 
clothed  with  non-conducting  covering. 

Having  as  yet  experimented  with  only  the  Barms  form  of 


Fig.  26. 


apparatus,  we  limit  our  remarks  accordingly ;  but  that  for  this 
instrument  a  calibration  is  a  necessity,  will  appear  on  reference  to 
Charts  I.,  II.,  III.,  and  IV.  (Figs.  27  to  30). 

In  the  experiment  recorded  on  Chart  I.  (Fig.  27),  calorimeter  C 
was  connected  to  another  boiler  in  such  manner  as  to  obtain  wet 
steam.  Mercury  thermometers  were  placed  at  0  and  P  (Fig.  26), 
a  recording  thermometer  being  connected  between  these  two  at  Z. 
Minute  readings  were  taken  instantaneously  on  the  stroke  of  a 
gong.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  wide  divergence  between 
the  readings  of  the  three  thermometers. 

In  the  experiment  shown  on  Chart  II.  (Fig.  28),  and  in  which  the 
intention  was  to  test  the  sensitiveness  of  the  apparatus,  the  calo- 
rimeter was  connected  to  the  safety  valve  nozzle  and  variations  pro- 
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duced  by  uncovering  a  small  space  on  the  supply  pipe  and  allow- 
ing drops  of  water  to  fall  upon  it.  It  is  interesting  to  see 
how  quickly  the  instrument  responded,  but  again  the  same  dis- 
crepancies between  thermometer  readings  are  recorded. 

Chart  III.  (Fig.  29)  shows  the  necessity  of  thorough  insulation ; 


Fig.  27. 

the  two  calorimeters  A  and  B  being  almost  precisely  alike,  A  was 
wrapped  in  two  thicknesses  of  one-inch  hair  felt,  B  having  only 
one  thickness.     The  result  is  shown  on  the  chart  from  Xto  J^,  a 
difference  in  the  readings  of  from  5  to  6  degrees  being  observed. 
At  Y  the  extra  thickness  was  removed  from  calorimeter  Jl  and 


A»0,l|,U3',NJb 


Fio.  29. 


at  Z  placed  on  calorimeter  B,     As  will  be  seen,  the  results  were 
then  reversed. 

On  Chart  IV.  (Fig.  30)  it  will  be  seen  that  calorimeters  A  and 
C,  although  connected  to  the  same  vertical  pipe  and  the  boiler 
not  steaming,  the  outlet  being  closed,  both  instruments  properly 
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on  Chart  VI.  (Ficr.  32). 

In  this  experiment  a  short  portion  of  the  inlet  pipe  to  calo- 
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ri meter  B  was  barecl  close  to  the  steam  main  at  Q  and  the  flame 
of  a  Bunsen  burner  applied  in  order  to  superheat  the  steam  at  its 
entrance  into  the  instrument.  Inasmuch  as  steam  cannot  become 
superheated  until  it  is  absolutely  free  from  moisture,  if  we  heat 
it  until  the  upper  thermometer  D  reads,  say,  two  or  three  degrees 
above  the  temperature  of  the  steam  as  shown  by  thermometer  S 
in  the  other  calorimeter  or  by  a  thermometer  placed  in  the  main 
as  at  T,  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  deduct  these  two  or  three 
degrees  from  the  readings  of  the  lower  thermometer — presuming 
that  the  specific  heat  of  the  steam  is  the  same  at  the  two  pres- 
sures— the  result  being  a  calibration  of  the  instrument  for  steam 
known  to  be  free  from  moisture. 


This  experiment  was  carried  on  with  "dead  steam,"  which^ 
according  to  Mr.  Barrus,  "  may  fairly  be  presumed  to  be  dry." 

Reference  to  Chart  VI.  (Fig.  32)  will  show  that  this  is  not  a  safe 
assumption,  as  when  the  flame  was  applied  at  12:30  the  upper 
thermometei*  remained  steady  for  four  minutes,  showing  no  super- 
heat, while  the  lower  thermometer  rose  8  degrees,  and  continued 
rising  until  the  temperature,  after  correction  for  superheat,  showed 
14  degrees  above  the  starting  point ;  in  other  words,  the  supposedly 
dry  steam  contained  about  three-quarters  of  one  per  cent,  of 
moisture.  The  steam  pressure  had  remained  constant  in  this  case 
for  one  and  one-half  hours  previous  to  the  experiment. 

The  following  table  gives  the  readings  of  the  lower  therraom- 
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eter  of  calorimeter  A  for  diflferent  pressures  and  different  methods 
of  calibrating : 

Calibrations  of  Calorucstbr  A  at  DiFFSRSirr  Pressubbs  and  bt  Dif- 
ferent Methods. 


TKXPBRATURC  IN  DBOREK8  FAHR.  BT  LOMTER  THKRMOMETER  OT  CAXORIMBTBR  A. 

Pounds 
Prei>8nre 

Qnickly  a 

Different 

8  to  10  X 

Pressure  Changed. 

1           Constant 
1           Pressure. 

by  Re- 
cording 
Qaoge. 

Dd  Held  at 
Points  for 
ainates. 

Qnickly  and 
Continuously. 

Slowly  and 
Continuously. 

Dead 
Steam 
Used. 

111 

j  Falling. 

Rising. 

Falling. 

Rising. 

Falling. 

Rising. 

Used. 

160 

290-297 
291-299 
293-299 

298 

295i 

295i 

294 

291 

283 

281 

1 

140 

286-295 
27a-292 
277-289 

126 

***292" 
"294** 

290 
"'282*' 

292 

292 

293 

292i 

292i 

295 

2941 

294 

281i 

'"281" 
280 
279 
275 
277 
277 
281 

123 

105 

278 
26a-282 

270 
262-272 

277 

277i 

104 
100 

'"278" 

"292' 

84 

290 
284 

'"277" 


271 
"*263" 
260  " 

68 

66 

44 

43 

1 

It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  the  calibrations  with  falling  pressures 
approximate  very  nearly  to  those  made  with  superheated  steam, 
the  radiation  from  the  walls  of  the  instrument  evidently  being 
sufficient  to  dry  the  steam  before  it  reaches  the  diaphragm.  But 
as  this  would  vary  with  the  size  of  orifice,  amount  of  metal  in  the 
instrument,  and  pressure  of  steam,  it  cannot  fairly  be  relied  upon 
to  give  a  correct  calibration. 

Another  experiment,  although  having  no  direct  bearing  on  the 
subject,  is  illustrated  on  Chart  VII.  (Fig.  33),  and  will  be  found 
somewhat  interesting. 

With  a  view  to  determine  the  effect  of  sh'ght  leaks  upon  the 
reading  of  the  instrument,  the  union  Fand  flange  O  of  calorim- 
eter 5,  Fig.  26,  were  loosened.  It  was  expected  that  the  leakage 
of  steam  in  wetting  the  covering  would  cause  the  calorimeter  to 
show  less  superheat  than  before. 

Contrary  to  expectation,  the  reading  was  higher,  and  further 
investigation  brought  out  some  curious  results. 

The  experiment  was  begun  with  both  calorimeters  A  and  B 
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covered  with  hair  felt  one  inch  thick,  and  calorimeter  B  leaking  as 
above  mentioned. 

At  3:11  the  covering  was  removed  from  calorimeter  J5.  At 
3:14  part  of  it  was  replaced,  and  again  removed  at  3:19,  the  instru- 
ment remaining  uncovered  during  the  rest  of  the  experiment.  By 
3:24  all  leaks  had  been  stopped  and  the  temperature  had  fallen  to 
212  degrees.  At  3:32  a  leak  was  started  at  the  diaphragm,  and 
the  temperature  immediately  rose  some  80  degrees.  At  3:39J^ 
the  leak  was  increased,  and  by  3:45  the  temperature  had  risen 
another  30  degrees.  From  then  until  the  end  of  the  test,  at  4 
o'clock,  the  temperature  continued  to  rise  slowly  and  the  phenom- 
enon was  observed  of  an  entirely  uncovered  calorimeter  with  a 
leak  at  the  diaphragm  showing  more  superheat  than  a  calorimeter 
protected  by  an  inch  thickness  of  hair  felt,  the  leaky  calorimeter 
under  these  conditions  evidently  acting  as  a  separator. 

This  record  of  a  few  experiments  undertaken  by  the  writers 
with  a  view  to  throw  some  light  on  discrepancies  arising  in  the 
use  of  throttling  calorimeters  is  submitted  to  the  Society  in  order 
to  invite  discussion. 

The  adoption  by  this  body  of  a  standard  method  of  conducting 
such  tests  would  seem  advisable,  as  certainly  the  results  obtained 
by  different  engineers  cannot  be  compared  unless  the  methods  em- 
ployed are  exactly  the  same ;  and  the  determination  of  the  per- 
centage of  moisture  in  boiler  trials  will  always  be  in  discredit  as 
long  as  "  doctors  disagree." 

DISCUSSION. 

Prof,  B.  C.  Carpenter, — ^I  am  very  much  interested  in  this 
paper,  as  we  have  been  making  a  similar  line  of  experiments, 
and  I  presume  have  obtained  a  similar  difference  in  thermome- 
ter readings  arranged  as  shown  in  the  paper. 

My  explanation  of  this  difference,  however,  is  very  different 
from  that  given  by  Mr.  Goubert,  and,  as  I  have  some  facts  to 
back  up  my  explanation,  I  think  my  reasoning  is  sound  in  this 
respect.  For  instance,  the  authors  find  a  difference  in  the  read- 
ing of  the  thermometers  when  they  are  arranged  in  a  certain 
way.  His  conclusion  from  that  fact  is  not  that  the  reason  is 
due  to  variation  in  the  sample,  but  that  the  calorimeters  them- 
selves disagree  and  give  inharmonious  results.  Now,  it  is  that 
conclusion  which  I  contest.  I  am  certain  that  the  reason  of 
this  variation  is  not  due  to  any  discrepancy  in  the  instruments 
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themselves,  but  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  sample  which 
passed  into  these  two  instruments  was  not  the  same.  In  some 
experiments  in  Sibley  College  we  arranged  a  vertical  pipe  with 
glasses  in  the  side  so  that  we  could  observe  the  steam  as  it  was 
flowing  through  the  pipe.  Similar  constructions  were  tried 
both  in  a  vertical  and  a  horizontal  pipe.  In  nearly  every  case 
when  we  would  find  a  thermometer  in  a  calorimeter  to  vary  up 
or  down  we  could  trace  the  cause  to  a  drop  of  water  which  had 
gotten  in  the  sampling  pipe  and  entered  the  calorimeter.  I 
think  the  author  would  have  found  that  the  cause  of  the  appar- 
ent change  in  the  reading  of  the  thermometers  was  entirely 
due  to  corresponding  variations  of  the  quality  of  steam  in  the 
instrument,  and  in  no  case  to  the  instrument  itself. 

It  seems  to  me  that  in  the  use  of  the  throttling  calorimeter 
we  should  follow  out  as  nearly  as  possible  the  method  laid  down 
by  Professor  Peabody  in  his  first  description  of  the  instrument. 
"We  may  need  to  correct  for  any  condensation  in  the  instrument. 
We  may  need  to  correct  for  our  readings  of  the  thermometers. 
It  is  impossible  to  get  a  thermometer,  as  we  ordinarily  would 
place  them,  at  least,  which  will  read  the  correct  temperature  of 
the  steam,  because  of  the  radiation  of  heat  from  the  glass  stem. 
The  instrument  itself  when  these  corrections  are  made  is  not 
one  which  requires  calibration.  We  should  measure  that  heat 
accurately  before  and  after  it  has  passed  the  throttling  orifice, 
and  from  these  results  compute  the  quality.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  hardly  fair  to  assume  that  any  one  condition  of  the 
steam  is  one  to  which  all  results  should  be  referred.  Begard- 
ing  the  loss  of  heat  from  thermometers :  it  may  be  said  that  this 
is  quite  marked,  as,  for  example,  in  trying  two  thermometers  in 
two  separate  calorimeters,  one  of  which  was  entirely  immersed 
in  steam,  and  the  other  clothed  with  felt  two  or  three  inches 
thick ;  the  difference  was  never  less  than  three  degrees  in  the 
reading. 

Now,  as  to  the  amount  of  error  made  by  the  difference  in  the 
readings  of  these  thermometers.  Professor  Denton  has  very 
ably  shown  that  there  is  likely  to  be  a  great  variation  in  the 
samples  of  steam.  I  think  there  is  quite  certain  to  be  such  a 
variation.  It  should  be  noted  that  with  this  instrument  you  can 
have  a  very  large  difference  in  the  reading  of  the  thermometer 
without  a  very  great  difference  in  the  quality  of  the  steam.  For 
instance,  a  difference  of  ten  degrees  in  thermometers,  when  the 
•    11 
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steam  is  380,  makes  a  difference  of  less  than  a  half  per  cent,  in 
our  results.  So  you  see  that  this  thing,  while  it  looks  big  on 
the  thermometer,  is  in  reality  very  small  when  we  figure  out  the 
effect  on  the  quality  of  the  steam.  My  own  notion  is,  from  the 
results  of  our  experiments,  that  the  instrument  itself  is  thor- 
oughly reliable,  but  that  it  is  possible  to  get  into  it  samples  of 
steam  which  do  not  represent  even  approximately  the  average 
in  the  steam  pipe. 

Mr.  William  Kent — In  the  light  of  Professor  Denton's  experi- 
ments, which  show  that  the  great  difficulty  with  small  throt-- 
tling  calorimeters  is  not  due  so  much  to  inaccuracy  of  these  in- 
struments themselves  as  to  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  a  true 
average  sample  of  the  steam  from  the  main  steam  pipe,  it  would 
appear  at  least  possible  that  the  variations  in  the  results  found 
by  Messrs.  Goubert  and  Peabody  were  due  to  the  variations  in 
the  quality  of  the  steam  which  entered  the  two  calorimeters. 
Because  the  nozzles  supplying  the  two  calorimeters  were  in- 
serted opposite  to  each  other  in  the  vertical  steam  pipe,  it  by 
no  means  follows  that  the  quality  of  the  steam  collected  by  them 
was  identical  In  some  experiments  which  I  made  in  1892,  re- 
ported in  an  article  in  the  American  Machinist  of  August  4  in 
that  year,  I  made  a  comparison  between  a  Barrus  and  a  Heisler 
calorimeter.  A  perforated  nozzle  was  inserted  into  the  vertical 
steam  pipe  leading  from  the  boiler,  and  the  half-inch  pipe  leading 
from  it  was  fitted  a  short  distance  from  the  pipe  with  a  Y 
branch,  to  which  was  attached  by  short  nipples  the  two  calo- 
rimeters. By  this  contrivance  it  was  expected  that  the  samples 
received  by  the  two  calorimeters  would  be  identical  In  22 
tests  the  highest  apparent  percentage  of  moisture  found  waa 
0.57  per  cent.,  and  the  lowest  —  0.01  per  cent;  that  is,  a  very 
trifling  superheating.  The  maximum  difference  at  any  time  ob- 
served between  the  connected  readings  of  the  thermometers  of 
the  two  calorimeters  was  4  degrees  Fahr.,  which  would  repre- 
sent a  difference  of  0.21  per  cent,  in  the  moisture,  but  the  aver- 
age difference  was  only  0.3  degree,  representing  only  about 
0.015  per  cent,  moisture.  The  results  obtained  by  the  two 
calorimeters  were  therefore  practically  identical. 

Prof.  D.  S.  JacoJms. — There  are  two  ways  of  calculating  the 
percentage  of  moisture  indicated  by  the  Barrus  calorimeter. 
One  is  that  recommended  by  Mr.  Barrus,  and  the  other  is  the 
way  which  Professor  Carpenter  has  just  described,  in  which  the 
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theoretical  formala  is  used.  We  have  employed  both  methods. 
The  method  which  is  recommended  by  Mr.  Barrus  is  to  cali- 
brate the  instrument  with  steaoi  which  he  called  "  dead  steam," 
or  steam  obtained  from  a  pipe  open  to  the  boiler  shut  off  at  a 
point  beyond  the  calorimeter,  so  that  the  steam  in  the  pipe  is 
practically  in  a  state  of  rest,  and  call  the  reading  of  the  lower 
thermometer  under  these  conditions  the  reading  for  dry  steam, 
or  the  "normal  reading."  The  other  way,  as  I  have  just  stated, 
is  to  employ  the  theoretical  formula,  which  is  based  on  the  fact 
that  the  total  heat  of  the  mixture  of  steam  and  entrained  water 
on  the  high^pressure  side  of  the  orifice  is  equal  to  the  total  heat 
of  the  superheated  steam  on  the  low-pressure  side.  If  the  work 
is  carefully  done,  the  two  methods  agree  with  efkch  other  to 
within  one-fifth  of  one  per  cent. 

The  method  recommended  by  Mr.  Barrus  is  the  most  con- 
venient and  reliable,  because  the  normal  reading,  when  properly 
obtained,  includes  all  radiation  effects,  and  corrects  for  any  con- 
stant error  there  may  be  in  the  thermometer  used  to  measure 
the  temperature  of  the  superheated  steam  on  the  low-pressure 
side  of  the  orifice  ;  whereas,  if  the  theoretical  formula  is  used, 
the  effects  of  radiation  and  the  errors  of  the  thermometers  must 
be  determined  separately  and  allowed  for. 

In  obtaining  the  normal  reading  by  experiment,  the  nipple 
which  furnishes  steam  to  the  calorimeter  must  be  arranged  so 
that  there  is  no  possibility  of  moisture  entering  it  along  with 
the  steam.  We  have  obtained  reliable  readings  with  a  nipple 
with  no  side  holes,  which  projected  upward  for  several  inches 
into  a  horizontal  pipe.  We  have,  also  obtained  reliable  read- 
ings by  attaching  the  calorimeter  to  the  separator  which  Mr. 
Barrus  furnishes  with  his  calorimeter,  the  separator  being  fur- 
nished with  steam  which  does  not  contain  over  five  per  cent,  of 
moisture.  In  several  cases  we  have  endeavored  to  obtain  reli- 
able readings  by  means  of  nipples  projecting  into  a  vertical 
pipe,  but  have  failed,  probably  on  account  of  moisture  which 
trickled  down  the  sides  of  the  pipe,  or  fell  through  the  steam 
in  such  a  way  as  to  be  drawn  into  the  nipple. 

Having  determined  the  normal  reading,  the  percentage  of 
priming  is  found  by  dividing  the  difference  in  degrees  between 
the  normal  reading  and  the  temperature  registered  by  the  lower 
thermometer,  by  the  quotient  of  the  latent  heat  in  B.  T.  U.  per 
pound  of  saturated  steam  at  the  initial  pressure  -r-  48. 
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If  the  theoretical  formula  is  used  aU  the  measurements  must 
be  made  with  great  refinement,  otherwise  there  will  be  a  con- 
siderable error  in  the  result.  The  radiation  of  the  calorimeter 
is  an  important  factor,  and  has  to  be  determined  independently. 

We  have  determined  the  radiation  of  the  calorimeter,  or  the 
*'  heat  gauge  " — as  Mr.  Barrus  calls  it  in  the  description  of  his 
Universal  Calorimeter — in  two  ways :  The  first  was  to  place  a 
mercury  well  in  the  pipe  leading  to  the  calorimeter  of  exactly 
the  same  pattern  as  the  well  used  for  the  thermometer  plaoed 
in  the  steam  after  passing  the  orifice,  and  determine  the  loss  of 
superheat  in  superheated  steam  when  passed  through  the  calo- 
rimeter. The  superheated  steam  was  passed  through  the  calo- 
rimeter at  the  same  rate  at  which  steam  flowed  through  it  when 
it  was  in  service.  To  do  this  the  orifice  plate  was  removed, 
and  the  steam  leaving  the  calorimeter  was  throttled  so  as  to 
give  the  desired  flow  at  some  pressure  slightly  less  than  that 
which  existed  when  the  calorimeter  was  in  use.  When  the 
steam  was  superheated  it  was  brought  to  about  the  temperature 
of  the  steam  which  passed  through  the  calorimeter  under  ordi- 
nary conditions.  Tests  made  in  this  way  indicated  that  the 
radiation  of  the  heat  gauge  used  in  the  tests  given  in  my  paper 
on  calorimeters  amounted  to  2  degrees  Fahr.  of  superheating, 
or  one-ninth  of  one  per  cent,  of  priming.*  In  this  case  the  heat 
gauge  was  covered  with  about  1^  inches  of  hair  felt,  and  the 
temperature  of  the  air  which  surrounded  it  averaged  about  120 
degrees  Fahr.  The  radiation  of  18  inches  of  horizontal  half-inch 
covered  pipe  leading  to  the  heat  gauge  was  found  in  the  same 
way  to  be  equivalent  to  1.7  degrees  Fahr.,  or  one-tenth  of  one 
per  cent,  of  priming. 

In  a  test  made  at  a  recent  date  it  was  found  that  with  no  cir- 
culation of  air,  and  a  temperature  of  97  degrees  Fahr.,  the 
radiation  of  the  heat  gauge  and  the  short  length  of  pipe — six 
inches  long — leading  from  the  separator  to  the  heat  gauge  was 
'equivalent  to  2^^  degrees  of  superheating.  In  this  case  the  heat 
gauge  and  pipe  were  covered  with  about  2^  inches  of  felting. 

In  another  series  of  tests,  with  the  same  amount  of  felting,  in 
which  there  was  a  gentle  circulation  of  air  about  the  calorim- 
eter, and  the  temperature  of  the  air  was  about  85  degrees  Fahr., 
the  radiation  of  the  heat  gauge  and  pipe  leading  to  the  separator 
was  3.8  degrees  Fahr.  The  orifice  in  all  of  the  above  tests  was 
^  See  table,  Volume  XVL,  Iransaetions  A.  IS,  M.  E.y  page  4G1. 
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one-eighth  of  an  inoh  in  diameter,  and  the  weight  of  steam  dis- 
charged at  80  pounds  pressure  was  about  one  pound  per  min- 
ute. In  the  calorimeters  experimented  on  by  the  authors  of  the 
paper  the  orifices  were  one-sixteenth  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  so 
that  the  radiation  under  similar  conditions  would  be  equivalent 
to  about  four  times  the  number  of  degrees  of  superheating  that 
is  shown  by  my  experiments. 

A  second  way  of  determining  the  radiation  of  the  calorimeter, 
which  we  have  employed  as  a  check  on  the  method  just 
described,  is  to  remove  the  orifice  plate  from  the  calorimeter  of 
which  the  radiation  is  to  be  determined,  and  place  the  calo- 
rimeter between  a  steam-supply  nipple  and  a  second  calorimeter. 
The  supply  nipple  was  arranged  so  that  no  water  could  drip 
into  it,  by  employing  a  vertical  nipple  with  no  side  holes,  pro- 
jecting upward  in  a  horizontal  pipe,  and  the  reading  of  the  lower 
thermometer  of  the  second  calorimeter  was  determined  for 
saturated  steam  at  a  given  pressure.  The  calorimeter  of  which 
the  radiation  was  to  be  determined  was  then  removed,  and  the 
second  calorimeter  was  placed  directly  on  the  supply  nipple, 
and  a  second  set  of  readings  taken  for  saturated  steam  at  the 
same  temperature  as  before.  The  difference  of  temperature  of 
the  exit  steam  of  the  second  calorimeter  for  the  two  conditions 
gave  the  radiation  of  the  heat  gauge.  There  was  a  slight  cor. 
rection  to  be  made  on  account  of  the  fact  that  a  portion  of  the 
radiation  of  the  pipe  which  surrounded  the  lower  thermometer 
of  the  heat  gauge  did  not  affect  the  reading  of  the  lower  thermom- 
eter, and  after  this  was  done  the  results  agreed  with  those 
obtained  by  the  first  method. 

The  radiation  of  the  separator  portion  of  the  Barrus  Universal 
Calorimeter  was  determined  by  means  of  superheated  steam, 
as  has  been  described  in  my  paper  on  calorimeter,^  and  also 
by  noting  the  condensation  of  steam  when  the  exit  from  the 
separator  was  closed.  By  the  first  method  the  radiation^ 
amounted  to  4  degrees  Fahr.  of  superheating,  which  is  equiv- 
alent to  the  condensation  of  2|  ounces  of  steam  per  hour,  or 
one-fifth  of  one  per  cent,  of  priming.  The  temperature  of  the  air 
was  about  100  degrees  Fahr.  With  a  gentle  circulation  of  air 
at  75  degrees  Fahr.  about  the  separator  the  radiation  deter- 
mined by  the  second  method,  or  that  of  condensation,  was  found 

*  Transactions,  Volume  XVI.,  page  452. 
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to  be  equivalent  to  3J  ounces  per  hour.  With  a  temperature  of 
air  of  about  100  degrees  Fahr.,  and  no  draught  acting  on  the 
separator,  the  radiation  by  the  second  method  was  exactly  the 
same  as  that  determined  by  the  first  method,  or  equivalent  to 
the  condensation  of  2^  ounces  of  steam  per  hour. 

The  pressures  at  the  inlet  and  exit  must  be  accurately 
measured,  and  the  latent  heat  values  in  the  theoretical  formula 
must  be  those  corresponding  to  the  pressures. 

The  temperatures  registered  by  the  mercury  thermometer 
placed  in  the  exit  steam  must  be  corrected  so  as  to  correspond 
to  those  registered  by  an  air  thermometer,  in  order  to  apply  the 
theoretical  formula.  To  do  this  the  mercury  well  in  which  the 
thermometer  is  placed  may  be  surrounded  with  saturated  steam 
atknowu  pressures,  and,  therefore,  at  known  temperatures  by  an 
air  thermometer,  as  given  in  steam  tables,  and  corrections  may 
be  obtained  for  all  points  of  the  scale.  If  it  is  inconvenient  to 
employ  the  identical  well  in  which  the  thermometer  is  to  be 
used  for  such  a  test,  another  well  of  exactly  the  same  size  may 
be  used.  There  may  be  a  large  variation  in  the  readings  of  a 
mercury  thermometer  for  different  depths  of  immersion.  For 
•example,  a  Fahrenheit  thermometer  in  which  the  32-degree 
mark  was  1|  inches  from  the  bottom  of  the  bulb,  and  the  350- 
degree  mark  was  about  13^  inches  from  the  bulb,  read  7| 
degrees  too  low  when  immersed  in  a  mercury  well  1|  inches 
deep  which  was  surrounded  with  saturated  steam  at  120  pounds 
per  square  inch  above  the  atmosphere  ;  6|  degrees  too  low  in  a 
well  2^  inches  deep ;  5|  degrees  too  low  in  a  well  3^  inches  deep ; 
4J  degrees  too  low  in  a  well  5 J  inches  deep ;  2|  degrees  too  low 
in  a  well  9|  inches  deep,  and  read  correctly  when  entirely 
immersed.  Special  tests  were  made  which  indicated  that  all  of 
the  wells  were  of  the  same  temperature,  or  that  of  the  saturated 
steam,  to  within  less  than  one-quarter  of  a  degree  Fahr.,  so  that 
the  above  errors  are  entirely  due  to  the  fact  that  the  stem  of  the 
thermometer  was  not  immersed. 

The  above  errors  are  about  equal  to  the  theoretical  errors  cal- 
culated by  assuming  that  the  temperature  of  the  mercury  in  the 
portion  of  the  stem  which  projects  above  the  well  is  equal  to  the 
temperature  of  the  air  which  surrounds  the  stems.  These  large 
discrepancies  show  how  very  misleading  the  results  may  be  if 
the  readings  of  the  thermometers  are  not  corrected  for  the 
column  of  mercury  in  the  stems  which  are  exposed  to  the  air. 
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and  which  consequently  are  not  heated  to  the  maximam  tem- 
perature. 

The  indications  of  the  Bristol  thermometer  used  by  the 
authors  are  not  altered  by  the  heating  or  cooling  of  the  small 
tube  which  leads  to  the  bulb,  so  that  it  has  an  advantage  of  a 
mercury  thermometer  in  this  respect.  The  Bristol  thermom- 
eter might  also  be  graduated  so  as  to  record  temperatures  by  an 
air  thermometer. 

With  superheated  steam  there  will  be  larger  discrepancies  than 
with  saturated  steam,  because  in  addition  to  the  errors  caused 
by  not  heating  the  stems  of  the  thermometers,  there  will  be 
errors  due  to  the  fact  that  the  wells  will  not  indicate  the  exact 
temperature  of  the  superheated  steam.  The  form  and  thickness 
of  the  wells  cause  a  difference  in  the  case  of  superheated  steam, 
and  a  well  having  a  thin  neck  and  an  enlarged  end  in  the  steam 
space  may  give  a  higher  temperature  in  the  case  of  superheated 
steam  than  an  ordinary  well  of  the  same  depth.  It  is  for  this 
reason  that  the  mercury  wells  used  for  measuring  the  tempera- 
ture of  superheated  steam  in  my  tests  to  determine  radiation 
were  made  of  precisely  the  same  form  and  size.  In  the  case  of 
saturated  steam  it  is  necessary  to  take  into  account  the  depth 
only  of  the  wells,  as  no  appreciable  difference  is  found  for  wells 
of  various  patterns  and  thicknesses. 

At  this  point  it  may  be  well  to  explain  our  present  method 
of  calibrating  thermometers  by  means  of  steam  at  various  pres- 
sures.    The  apparatus  is  shown  in  Fig.  34. 

A  18  A  reservoir  formed  of  a  length  of  6-inch  pipe,  the  top  of 
which  is  closed  with  a  cap.  Seven  mercury  wells  of  various 
lengths,  four  of  which  are  marked  a,  b,  c  and  d  in  the  sketch, 
are  inserted  in  the  cap.  Steam  is  brought  to  a  known  pressure 
in  the  reservoir  A^  and  in  entering  passes  through  water  at 
the  bottom  of  the  reservoir.  The  water-glass  C  indicates  the 
height  of  the  water  in  the  reservoir.  The  pressure  is  measured 
by  means  of  the  plug-and-weight  device  B.  The  bottom  of  the 
plug  is  on  the  same  level  as  the  pipe  H.  Z>  is  a  gauge  which  is 
used  to  show  the  approximate  pressure.  The  U-shaped  pipe 
//  is  filled  with  oiL  Before  measuring  the  pressure  the  pet- 
oock  J^  is  opened  .slightly  in  order  to  remove  any  air  that  may 
be  lodged  in  the  small  pipe  leading  to  the  pipe  H,  The  siphon 
P  is  cooled  by  water  contained  in  the  can  0.  The  pet-cock  J 
is  used  to  remove  any  water  that  may  collect  at  the  lower  part 
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of  the  pipe  Hy  after  which  the  pipe  is  refilled  with  oil  at  jP. 
The  accumulation  of  water  in  J?  is  caused  by  leakage  of  oil 
around  the  plug  of  the  weight  device,  aiid  as  this  is  a  small 
amount  there  is  but  little  water  drawn  from  the  pet-cock  J. 
The  valve  Mi&  opened  slightly  during  the  tests,  so  that  steam 
is  circulated  continuously  throughout  the  apparatus.  The  steam 
pressure  is  adjusted  by  means  of  the  throttle-valve  K.     The 


Fig.  34. 


plug  W  is  removed  for  calibrations  at  atmospheric  pressure. 
The  valve  L  is  used  to  adjust  the  water  level  5  is  a  vessel  to 
receive  any  mercury  that  may  overflow  from  the  wells. 

In  measuring  the  pressure  by  means  of  the  weight-device  B 
the  pan  is  spun  around  so  as  to  eliminate  the  effect  of  friction. 
The  diameter  of  the  plug  is  0.5  of  an  inch,  and  of  the  hole 
0.5005  of  an  inch,  both  being  ground  true.     The  average  diam- 
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etex  of  the  hole  and  plug  is  used  in  calculating  the  pressure. 
The  difference  in  the  pressure,  if  the  diameter  of  the  plug  or 
the  diameter  of  the  hole  were  employed  instead  of  the  average 
diameter,  would  amount  to  about  one-tenth  of  a  pound  in  one 
hundred,  and  the  corresponding  yariation  in  temperature  would 
he  about  one-sixteenth  of  a  degree  Fahr. 

The  weights,  which  are  sealed  bottles  filled  with  shot,  were 
adjusted  so  as  to  correspond  with  a  standard  set  of  kilogramme 
weights,  which  were  in  turn  compared  with  weights  made  by 
the  Fairbanks  Company. 

Special  experiments  have  been  made  which  show  that  the 
temperature  indicated  by  a  3-inch,  or  longer,  well  filled  with 
mercury  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  saturated  steam  which  sur- 
rounds it,  and  that  the  error  of  using  a  well  as  short  as  1| 
inches  which  projects  one  inch  into  the  steam  space  is  less  than 
one-quarter  of  a  degree  Fahr.  for  ordinary  steam  pressures. 
These  experiments  will  be  published  at  a  future  date. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  how  nearly  the  readings  of  mercury 
thermometers  in  use  to-day  agree  with  the  readings  of  the  mer- 
cury thermometers  used  by  Begnault  for  measuring  the  tem- 
perature of  saturated  steam.  Table  I.  gives  the  results  obtained 
with  six  thermometers  manufactured  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Green.  These 
thermometers  were  selected  at  random,  and  all,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  No.  817,  had  been  used  in  previous  tests.  The  readings 
given  in  the  table  are  corrected  for  any  discrepancy  at  212  de* 
grees,  due  to  long  use.  All  the  thermometers  were  raised  and 
lowered  in  temperature  a  number  of  times  before  taking  the 
readings,  so  as  to  produce  the  corresponding  amounts  of  de- 
pression and  insure  constant  readings  at  given  temperatures. 
It  is  seen  that,  taking  the  average  of  the  four  thermometers  in 
which  the  degree  marks  were  the  longest,  and  which,  therefore, 
allowed  closer  readings  to  be  made,  the  largest  discrepancy  is 
about  one-rhalf  of  a  degree  Fahr.,  which  is  the  same  as  the  pos- 
sible error  due  to  reading  the  thermometers,  as  they  could  not 
be  read  closer  than  one-quarter  of  a  degree  Fahr.  The  ther- 
mometers Were,  of  course,  immersed  to  the  full  depth  of  the 
mercury  in  the  stems,  so  that  all  the  mercury  in  the  thertuome- 
ters  was  brought  to  the  maximum  temperature. 
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TABLE  I. 

BSAimrflS  OF  ICBBCUBT  THSIIKOICBTKRS  IK  DBORBm  VASHBUHBIT  00RR18POH1W 
nre  to  TASIOUS  STMAM  VBMaSUBMA,  OOMPABIBOH  op  BBABmOB  OP  TBXB- 
lfOM£TEB8  KADB  BT  H.  J.  eRBBN  WITH  BBABUieW  OP  MBBCUBT  TBBIU 
H0MBTBB8  UBBD  BT  BBGHAULT  JS  MEA8URC70  THE  TBMFBBATUKE  OF 
SATUBATBD  STEAM. 


PrefiBures  In  poands  per  sqaare  Inch  above  atmoephere  at 
which  readuiKS  were  taken. 

120 

100 

80 

60 

40 

1 

1 

8 

4 

5 

6 

817 

851 

88^ 

82^ 

808 

887} 

900 

851 

888 

824 

807^ 

287i 
287} 
287} 

468 
461 

851 
851 

838} 
888 

824} 
824 

808 
808 

1821 

850 

888 

824 
824} 

808 

287 

851 

888} 

808^ 

287i 

Average  of  first  four 

351.5 

888.7 

8247 

808.1 

287.4 

ReadlBg  of  Beg-  ( Mercury, 
nanlvs    tber- • 

851.6 

389.1 

824.8 

808.1 

287.4 

mooMtere.         (Airf.... 

840.8 

887.6 

828.7 

807.1 

28&5 

Thenuometer  No.  817  has  a  stem  aboat  10  inches  long,  graduated  from  27  to  480  degrees  Fahr. 


900 
468 
481 
881 
8S1 


16 

17* 

lU 

15i 

16 


15  ' 
94  ' 
198  ' 
90  • 
80' 


408 
406 
610 


*  Not  included  in  average,  as  the  graduations  were  closer  together  than  in  the  other  thermom- 
eters, mud  the  probable  error  of  reading  was  therefore  greater. 

tTbe  temperatures  measured  by  the  air  thermometers  are  thoee  given  in  the  ordinary  steam 
tables. 

The  matter  which  I  have  presented  shows  how  diffictdt  it  is 
to  obtain  correct  readings  with  a  calorimeter  when  all  the  con- 
ditions are  constant  If  the  conditions  are  variable,  as  was  the 
case  in  some  of  the  tests  made  by  Messrs.  Goubert  and  Peabody, 
reliable  readings  cannot  be  obtained.  When  in  their  tests  the 
steam  pressure  was  raised  and  lowered  there  were  considerate 
discrepancies,  caused  partly  by  the  fact  that  the  heating  pr 
cooling  of  the  walls  of  the  calorimeter  produced  a  retarding 
eflfect,  and  partly  by  the  fact  that  when  the  pressure  was  lowered 
in  the  steam  pipe  the  walls  of  the  pipe  tended  to  impart  heat 
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by  conduction  to  the  steam  which  it  contained.  In  their  tests 
to  determine  the  normal  reading  by  means  of  superheated  steam 
there  may  have  been  an  error  in  the  reading  of  the  thermometer 
used  on  the  high-pressure  side  of  the  orifice  to  indicate  the 
point  at  which  superheating  began.  We  have  found  consider- 
able variation  under  such  conditions  with  different  forms  of 
wells.  If  the  temperature  at  which  the  steam  began  to  super- 
heat was  accurately  determined,  the  normal  reading  which  they 
obtained  should  have  been  higher  with  the  superheated  than 
with  the  saturated  steam,  by  an  amount  equal  to  3  degrees 
Fahr.,  plus  the  equivalent  of  the  heat  radiated  from  the  small 
pipe  leading  from  the  steam  main  to  the  calorimeter.  These 
two  factors  will  account  for  a  portion  of  the  difference  which 
they  found.  If  the  experiments  were  made  correctly,  there 
would  be  a  difference  of  about  3  degrees  Fahr.  in  the  normal 
reading  for  saturated  steam  which  is  slowly  condensing  and 
steam  just  at  the  point  of  superheating,  and  the  3  degrees  given 
above  is  to  allow  for  this  difference. 

Mr,  George  L  Rochwood, — It  appears  that  in  the  future  no 
moisture  tests  are  to  be  received  as  accurate  unless  made  by 
the  use  of  a  separator  on  the  main  steam  pipe  itself. 

This  is  a  new  and  a  very  important  step  which  is  here  being 
taken,  and  it  ought  to  be  very  fully  realized  what  an  important 
bearing  it  has  on  tests  of  the  performance  of  engines  and  boilers 
which  we  have  heretofore  regarded  as  quite  accurate,  tests 
which  now  must  be  thrown  out  as  uncertain. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Le  Van. — I  have  heard  a  great  deal  to-night  about 
the  amount  of  moisture  in  the  steam,  and  a  great  deal  of  fine  work 
being  done  to  arrive  at  its  percentage.  Seven-eighths  of  the 
commercial  boilers  in  use  make  wet  steam  and  one-eighth  dry 
steam.  Now,  if  all  this  intelligence  and  time  were  spent  in  im- 
proving the  wet-steam  boilers,  I  think  we  woidd  have  no  neces- 
sity for  all  this  fine  work  and  standardizing  of  calorimeters. 

There  are  several  boilers  made  which  produce  dry  steam,  the 
Harrison,  for  instance.  If  the  object  of  this  Society  is  to  benefit 
its  members  we  ought  to  turn  our  attention  to  making  dry  steam 
in  place  of  wet.  I  would  suggest  that  the  Harrison  or  similar 
boilers  be  recommended,  of  which  there  is  a  number. 

A  Member. — I  have  just  been  testing  a  Harrison  boiler,  and  it 
threw  off  10  per  cent,  of  moisture. 

Mr.  Le  Van. — ^I  find  that  at  the  International  Exhibition  at 
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Philadelphia    in  1876  the  following-named  boilers  made  dry 
superheated  steam : 

Wiegand 13.40    degrees  superheated 

Harrison 2.27 

Firmenich 26.70  **  " 

Eogers  &  Black. . . . 43.95 

Andrews 62.59  " 

Boot 37.81 

Lowe 9:80 

It  will,  be  seen  from  the  above  that  boilers  can  be  built  to 
produce  superheated  steam  in  place  of  saturated  steam,  if  it  is 
desired. 

I  insist  and  maintain  that  if  a  boiler  is  properly  constructed 
and  erected,  superheated  steam  can  be  produced  and  maintained, 
especially  in  view  of  statements  made  by  Professors  Carpenter 
and  Jacobus  during  the  discussion  on  calorimeters. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Spavldmg. — ^Will  Professor  Carpenter  kindly  explain 
his  statement  regarding  the  presence  of  superheated  steam  in 
contact  with  water,  and  state  under  what  circumstances  this  may 
occur? 

Mr.  Carpenter. — ^I  think  the  thing  is  entirely  reasonable,  if  we 
only  think  of  the  nature  of  superheated  steam ;  it  is  practically 
a  gas,  and  is  a  poor  conductor  of  heat. 

Mr.  Jacobus. — That  is  so. 

Mr.  A.  A.  Oovbert* — In  closing  this  discussion  I  would  say  that 
Mr.  Kent's  remarks  are  evidently  founded  on  a  misapprehen- 
sion. Calorimeters  A  and  J?,  which  were  identical  and  connected 
opposite  each  other,  taking  steam  from  the  centre  of  the  steam 
pipe,  always  gave  results  practically  alike ;  but  calorimeter  C  is 
the  one  whose  results  are  shown  to  be  di£ferent,  due  evidently 
to  longer  connections,  and  the  variations  as  shown  on  Charts  I. 
and  n.,  between  the  readings  of  the  three  thermometers  at  0,  Z, 
and  P,  all  on  the  same  or  low-pressure  side  of  the  diaphragm, 
point  to  the  necessity  of  a  calibration.  Every  one  of  these  ther- 
mometers will  give  correct  results,  providii^  that  the  instru- 
ment is  calibrated  with  that  thermometer. 

In  regard  to  Professor  Carpenter's  remarks,  it  seems  that  the 
same  answer  applies :  A  and  B  always  read  alike  except  when  a 
change   is  made   in  the   one  such  as  adding  extra  covering. 

*  Amtbor's  closure,  under  the  Rtiles. 
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Bepeftted  experiments  have  shown  the  same  results  even  when 
the  sampling  nipple  of  one  of  the  calorimeters  was  introduced 
vertically  into  the  horizontal  pipe  in  the  way  recommended  by 
Professor.  Denton. 

The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  invite  discussion.  It  is  not 
intended  to  tell  you  how  to  make  a  calorimeter  test,  for  that 
is  what  I  want  to  find  out  myself.  The  fact  is  that  I  have 
repeatedly  had  my  attention  called  to  calorimeter  tests  made  by 
different  engineers  and  in  different  places,  and  in  which  the 
results  have  been  extraordinary,  to  say  the  leasi  I  have  in 
mind  one  instance  where  the  sampling  nipple  was  placed  on  the 
inner  bend  of  a  long  vertical  elbow,  with  the  result  that  it  was 
claimed  the  steam  contained  47  per  cent,  of  moisture,  while  a 
test  made  on  the  same  boiler  with  the  nipple  located  in  a  dif- 
ferent place  gave  perfectly  dry  steam. 

In  another  instance  the  calorimeter  was  connected  at  the  end 
of  a  three-quarter-inch  pipe,  18  feet  long,  and  covered  with  a 
single  thickness  of  burlap. 

So  that  in  view  of  Professor  Denton's  paper  on  the  proper 
method  of  sampling  steam,  and  our  experiments  showing  how 
easily  error  in  the  readings  can  result  from  different  methods  of 
handling  the  instrument,  I  think  myself  justified  in  suggesting 
to  you  the  necessity  of  adopting  a  standard  method  of  making 
calorimeter  tests  if  we  desire  comparable  results. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Dean. — I  presume  I  know  the  tests  to  which  Mr. 
Gk>ubert  refers,  in  which  he  says  a  great  amount  of  moisture 
was  found,  and  which  he  says  is  easily  accounted  for.  I  did 
not  make  the  tests,  but  I  know  something  about  them,  and  I  do 
not  think  the  difficulty  is  so  easily  accounted  for.  Some  dis- 
tance from  the  side  of  the  main  pipe  there  was  a  collar  on  the 
sampling  pipe,  and  the  holes  which  took  the  steam  were  drilled 
in  such  a  way  as  to  sample  the  steam  equally  from  the  different 
layers  of  the  main  pipe.  We  may  imagine  that  through  the 
centre  of  the  main  pipe  a  cylinder  of  steam  went  along,  and 
then  outside  of  it  a  hollow  cylinder  of  steam,  and  so  on,  until 
the  pipe  was  entirely  taken  care  of.  Now,  if  that  large  collec- 
tion of  moisture  ran  down  the  side  of  the  pipe,  it  would  be 
impossible  for  it  to  get  on  to  the  sampling  pipe,  because  the 
collar  would  prevent  it.  All  those  difficulties  were  foreseen 
and  provided  for,  and  the  whole  apparatus  was  very  carefully 
inspected  by  several  different  engineers,  and  they  were  unable 
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to  criticise  it.  The  amount  of  moisture  given  in  that  case  varied 
with  the  forcing  of  the  boiler.  As  the  boiler  was  forced  moiB^ 
and  more,  the  amount  of  moisture  increased. 

Personally  I  have  never  been  able  to  get  any  such  amounts  of 
moisture  from  the  same  kind  of  boiler,  even  when  forced  about 
as  much ;  but  I  am  unable  to  see  that  any  blunder  was  made  in 
this  case. 

Mr.  Boyer. — I  would  like  to  speak  about  the  result  of  several 
tests  made  where  calorimeters  were  used.  In  making  the  first 
test  we  placed  one  so  that  the  steam  came  into  the  sampling 
pipe,  as  shown  by  Mr.  Dean.  I  think  we  got  about  1.6  per  cent, 
of  moisture.  The  result  was  criticised.  It  was  said  that  our 
tests  were  all  wrong.  Professor  Schwamb  inserted  his  calorim- 
eter in  the  opposite  direction,  and  he  got  two-tenths  of  one  per 
cent,  more  than  we  did. 

Mr.  Dean. — The  boilers  were  on  a  lower  level,  and  about 
20  feet  above  the  boilers  the  calorimeters  were  inserted,  and 
the  steam  moved  upwards.  Now,  as  I  say,  if  any  moisture 
tended  to  run  back  on  the  main  pipe,  it  was  hardly  probable 
that  it  could  pass  the  collar.  The  tendency  was  to  sweep  every- 
thing upwards. 

Mr.  Kent. — ^What  was  the  maximum  moisture  ? 

Mr.  Dean, — I  think  it  was  47  per  cent.  I  did  not  take  any 
part  in  those  experiments,  but  I  think  that  was  it.  It  varied 
from  1  per  cent,  up  to  47. 

Mr,  Kent, — Wasn't  it  the  foaming  in  the  boilers? 

Mr.  Dean. — I  do  not  know  of  any  reason  why  the  boiler  should 
have  foamed.  I  tested  a  boiler  of  the  same  kind,  a  Babcook 
&  Wilcox  boiler,  and  got  only  a  little  over  one  per  cent,  of 
moisture. 

Mr.  Kent. — I  made  the  statement  a  while  ago  that  I  never  got 
over  3  per  cent,  of  moisture.  There  was  one  case  where  I 
got  an  enormous  amount  of  moisture,  and  that  was  because  the 
boiler  was  supplying  steam  to  a  tremendous  plant  which  was 
not  using  the  steam,  so  there  was  a  large  amount  of  condensa- 
tion, and  that  water  was  all  running  back  into  the  boiler ;  but 
that  was  an  unusual  case.  There  may  have  been  some  similar 
conditions  in  this  case. 
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DCHiXXni.* 

THE   RELIABILITY   OF   "THROTTLING    CALO- 
RIMETERS." 

BT  JAM,  S.  DBNTOH,  BOBOXBN,  H.  t. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

The  object  of  this  paper  is  to  present  the  complete  f  results  of 
an  investigation  of  this  subject,  undertaken  at  the  request  of  a 
leading  firm  of  builders  of  boilers  J  to  determine : 

First.  Whether  it  is,  or  is  not,  true  that  the  proportion  of 
moisture  in  steam  as  determined  by  the  accepted  methods  of  using 
a  "throttling  calorimeter"  may  be  considerably  in  excess  of  the 
true  proportion  of  such  moisture. 

Second.  The  conditions  under  which  "  throttling  calorimeters  " 
should  be  used,  or  the  precautions  necessary  in  using  them,  in 
order  to  insure  practically  accurate  conclusions  regarding  the  prpr 
portion  of  moisture,  in  the  steam  under  examination. 

The  investigation  has  divided  itself  into  the  following  parts : 

I. 

The  entire  output  of  steam  from  a  seventy-five  horse-power 
boiler  was  made  to  contain  known  amounts  of  moisture  while 
flowing  through  a  three-inch  pipe,  the  determination  of  the  true 
percentage  of  moisture  being  made  to  depend  entirely  on  actual 
weighings  of  the  steam  and  water  involved.    (See  Fig.  35.) 

The  outlet  from  the  three-inch  pipe  was  connected  with  a 
seventy-five  horse-power  separator,  and  with  a  large  throttling 
chamber,  so  that  the  principle  of  the  small  ^Hhrottling  calo- 

*  Presented  at  the  New  York  meetixig  (December,  1895)  of  the  American 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  ZVII.  of  the 
TrofnioetionB, 

f  The  experimental  data  covering  parte  of  the  inyestigation  have  been  pre. 
•ented  to  the  Society,  in  two  papers,  by  Prof.  D.  S.  Jacobus  ;  Volume  XVI., 
pages  4i8.  1017. 

X  The  Baboock  &  Wilcox  Ck>.  of  New  Tork. 
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rimeters  with  separator  attached  "  could  be  applied  to  the  entire 
amount  of  steam  mixture  flowing  through  the  pipe.  Thereby  it 
was  determined  that  the  jprinciple  of  the  "throttling  calorimeter" 
was  entirely  reliable  as  a  means  of  determining  the  percentage  of 
moisture  of  any  mixture  which  paaaed  thrcmgh  it,    (See  Table  A.) 

IL* 

Small  "  throttling  calorimeters  "  were  applied  to  the  three-inch 
pipe,  with  the  ordinary  arrangement  of  perforated  nipple,  and  it 
was  found  that  the  percentage  of  moisture  shown  by  them  varied 
considerably  from  the  true  percentage,  when  the  conditions  were 
such  as  to  make  it  probable  that  the  moisture  was  separated  from 
the  steam  or  was  not  distributed  throughout  the  latter  when  it 
coUided  with  the  nipple  of  the  calorimeter.  For  instance,  when 
the  true  moisture  was  21  per  cent,  and  17.6  per  cent,  respectively, 
the  small  calorimeter  showed  54.6  per  cent,  and  50.8  per  cent. 

III.* 

Small  calorimeters  were  applied  to  the  three-inch  pipe  at  the 
exit  from  the  75  horse-power  separator,  with  the  drip-pipe  to  the 
separator  closed,  under  conditions  which  fairly  insured  the  thor- 
ough distribution  of  the  moisture  throughout  the  current  of  steam 
when  the  latter  collided  with  the  calorimeter  nipple,  and  it  was 
found  that,  while  the  percentage  of  moisture  shown  by  them  was 
still  liable  to  exceed  the  true  percentage,  the  discrepancy  was 
much  less  than  when  the  conditions  were  such  as  to  favor  the 
accumulation  of  the  moisture  at  some  part  of  the  surface  of  the 
pipe.  For  instance,  when  the  true  moisture  was  0.5  per  c^nt, 
0.8  per  cent.,  1  per  cent.,  1.6  per  cent.,  2.5  per  cent.,  and  19.1  per 
cent.,  respectively,  the  calorimeter  showed  1  per  cent.,  1.5  per 
cent.,  2.2  per  cent.,  3.6  per  cent.,  5.5  per  cent.,  and  31.8  per  cent. 
(See  Table  B.) 

Conclusions  from  I.,  II.,  and  III. 

The  results  of  L,  IL,  and  III.  made  it  evident  that,  while  the 
small  "  throttling  calorimeter  "  might  be  relied  upon  to  determine 
correctly  the  amount  of  moisture  in  the  sample  of  steam  and 

*  See  paper  by  Prof.  D.  S.  Jacobus,  Transactions  Ameriean  Society  of  Its' 
cJianical  Engineers^  Volume  XVI.,  p.  448. 
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water  which  is  drawn  into  the  instrument  from  the  larger  volume 
of  mixture  in  a  steam  main,  the  percentage  of  moisture  in  such  a 
sample  may  largely  exceed  the  percentage  in  the  steam  main,  if 
the  moisture  in  the  latter  separates  itself  from  the  steam  so  as  to 
accumulate  at  the  point  of  connection  of  the  calorimeter.  It  be- 
came necessary,  therefore,  to  determine  whether,  under  the  usual 
conditions  of  good  boiler  practice — that  is,  for  conditions  where 
the  moisture  does  not  exceed  one  and  one-half  per  cent. — ^there 
can  be  such  a  separation  of  the  moisture  from  the  steam  so  as  to 
cause  the  erratic  indication  of  the  calorimeter. 


IV. 

To  investigate  this  question  two  sets  of  experiments  were  made, 
namely : 

(a)  Two*  small  Barrus  calorimeters  were  arranged  with  an 
open-ended  nipple  working  through  a  stuffing-box  by  means  of  a 
screw,  so  that  the  end  of  the  nipple  could  be  moved  radially  in  a 
steam  main.  One  calorimeter  was  attached  to  the  12-inch  hori- 
zontal main  of  a  500  horse-power  boiler, -at  its  bottom,  and  the 
other  at  about  four  inches  along  the  circumference  away  from 
the  bottom  point.  By  one  of  the  screws  controlling  the  nipples, 
the  inner  open  end  of  the  latter  could  be  located  anywhere  in  the 
pipe,  from  flush  with  its  inside  surface  to  seven  inches  beyond  the 
latter.  When  the  boiler  was  known,  by  means  of  the  absence  of 
drip  from  a  separator,  beyond  the  calorimeters,  to  be  generating 
dry  steam,  the  bottom  calorimeter  showed  dry  steam  when  the 
end  of  its  nipple  was  more  than  one  and  three-quarters  inches 
away  from  the  side  of  the  pipe,  and  from  35  per  cent,  to  47  per 
cent,  of  moisture  when  it  was  at  less  than  this  distance  away ; 
while  the  other  calorimeter  showed  no  moisture  at  all  possible  po- 
sitions of  its  nipple.  (See  Table  Part  IV. [a].)  The  actual  weight 
of  water  which  passed  through  the  calorimeter  when  it  indicated 
47  per  cent,  of  moisture,  represented  only  about  one-third  per  cent, 
of  moisture  in  the  output  of  the  boiler.  The  results,  therefore,  con- 
firmed the  hypothesis  that  less  than  one-half  per  cent,  of  moisture 
in  a  steam  main  might  separate  itself  from  the  steam,  and  accu- 
mulate at  the  bottom  of  a  pipe  in  a  stream  which  would  impinge 
against  a  calorimeter  nipple  in  its  path  so  as  to  flow  up  the  side 

*  See  Appendix. 
12 
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and  into  the  orifice  of  the  latter,  thereby  causing  the  indications 
of  the  instrnment  greatly  to  exaggerate  the  true  percentage  of 
moisture  in  the  main.  Evidently,  if  this  hypothesis  was  correct^ 
the  extent  to  which  moisture  could  separate  itself  between  the 
outlet  for  steam  from  a  boiler  to  the  point  where  a  calorimeter 
was  attached  would  depend  upon  the  velocity  in  the  steam  main, 
the  diameter  of  the  latter,  and  the  distance  from  the  boiler  outlet 
to  the  calorimeter.  In  other  words,  the  moisture,  in  dropping  out 
of  the  steam  in  a  horizontal  pipe,  would  probably  roughly  follow 
the  law  of  a  falling  body,  and  to  ascertain  how  far  this  was  the 
case  we  undertook  experiment 

(J)  The  same  apparatus  was  used  as  described  above  in  connec- 
tion with  I.,  II.,  and  III.,  except  that  the  75  horse-power  separator 
was  omitted  *  (see  Fig.  37),  and  the  small  "  throttling  calo- 
rimeter "  was  connected  with  an  open  nipple,  whose  inner  end  was 
flush  with  the  inside  of  the  three-inch  pipe.  The  moisture  was 
created  in  the  steam  by  circulating  cold  water  through  a  pipe 
located  within  the  three-inch  steam  main.  After  passing  the  small 
calorimeter  the  steam  was  throttled  in  the  drum  iT,  and  from  the 
indications  of  the  latter,  and  those  of  the  small  calorimeter,  the 
per  cent,  of  the  total  moisture  in  the  three-inch  main  was  accu- 
rately  determined.  The  amounts  of  moisture  created  in  the  three- 
inch  main  were  confined  to  from  one-half  to  ten  per  cent.,  and  the 
velocity  of  flow  was  varied  from  15  to  65  feet  per  second  by  vary- 
ing the  rate  of  steam  generated  by  the  boiler  from  20  to  90  horse- 
power. 

The  results  (Table  C)  clearly  indicate  that,  in  travelling  a  little 
more  than  twice  the  distance  in  the  three-inch  main — which  would 
be  necessary  in  order  for  a  body  to  fall  by  gravity  through  the 
diameter  of  the  ^ipe-^practicaUy  all  of  the  moisture  in  the  steam 
main  would  escape  through  the  calorimeter. 

Conclusions. 

These  results  afford,  I  think,  a  key  for  the  explanation  of  the 
erratic  indications  of  "  throttling  calorimeters  "  in  practice,  which 
all  extensive  users  of  them  have  met  to  a  greater  or  less  extent. 
Variations  in  the  proportions  and  arrangement  of  nipples,  in  the 
rate  of  evaporation,  relative  location  of  calorimeter,  and  position 

♦  See  paper  DCLII.,  by  Prof.  D.  S.  Jacobus,  TVansacHoM  American  Society 
of  Mechanical  Engineers,  Volume  XVI. ,  p.  1017. 
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of  steam  mains  leading  to  the  point  of  attachment  of  the  latter^ 
will  give  rise  to  an  infinite  variety  of  results  in  the  degree  of  the 
error  which  may  be  involved  in  the  use  of  the  instrument. 

All  parts  of  the  surface  of  any  form  of  nozzle  inserted  in  the 
steam  main  will  act  as  a  collector  for  moisture,  which  will  adhere 
to  the  metal  so  as  to  resist  being  detached  by  the  comparatively 
swift  main  current  of  steam,  but  which  wiU  allow  itself  to  be 
gradually  drawn  into  the  nozzle  by  the  gentler  current  of  steam 
which  flows  into  the  calorimeter,  because  the  latter  has  only  to 
overcome  the  resistance  to  sliding  of  the  water  along  the  metal. 

Under  this  view  there  seems  to  be  no  possible  method  of 
depending  solely  upon  small  "  thrpttling  calorimeters "  to  deter- 
mine with  certainty  the  percentage  of  moisture  in  a  steam  main. 
By  using  several  instruments  simultaneously,  with  the  orifices  of 
the  nipples  located  at  different  parts  of  the  cross-section  of  the 
main,  or  by  making  the  nipple  of  a  single  instrument  movable  so 
as  to  explore  the  interior  of  the  pipe,  an  approximately  correct 
judgment  may  be  made  regarding  the  average  moisture,  which 
will  be  sufficiently  complete  for  commercial  purposes. 

By  combining  a  single  calorimeter  with  a  separator  acting  on 
the  whole  current  in  the  steam  main,  however,  the  source  of  error 
in  the  calorimeter  may  be  so  far  eliminated  as  to  make  its  indica- 
tions reliable.  This  method  is  based  upon  the  fact  that,  by  using 
a  separator  of  sufficiently  large  proportions  to  confine  the  velocity 
of  flow  within  certain  limits,  the  moisture  in  the  steam  leaving^ 
the  separator  can  be  reduced  from  any  probable  amount  to  a 
small  fraction  of  one  per  cent.  For  example,  in  the  case  of  the 
three-inch  Stratton  separator,  if  the  velocity  of  flow  is  not  more 
than  one  thousand  feet  per  minute,  with  twenty-seven  per  cent,  of 
moisture  in  the  steam  entering  the  separator,  there  is  practically 
no  moisture  in  the  steam  which  leaves  it.  If,  therefore,  a  small 
"throttling  calorimeter"  be  applied  to  the  steam  main  at  the  exit 
from  such  a  separator,  the  small  amount  of  moisture  there,  and 
the  fact  that  it  will  be  thoroughly  intermingled  with  the  steam, 
make  it  reasonably  certain  that  its  indications  will  be  correct  for 
any  arrangement  of  nipple,  and,  by  combining  these  with  the 
determinations  of  drip  from  the  separator,  the  moisture  in  the 
steam  generated  by  the  boiler  may  be  completely  and  reliably 
determined. 
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APPENDIX. 

GSNEBAL  ARRANGEMENT  OF  APPARATUS   FOR  EXPERIMENTS. 

The  principal  arrangements  for  the  investigation  are  shown  by 
Fig.  35. 

Steam  was  drawn  from  boilers  by  a  three-inch  pipe  A.  The 
latter  was  enlarged  to  six  inches  at  J?,  whereby  the  velocity  of 
the  flow  of  steam  was  made  sufficiently  low  to  enable  its  tem- 
perature to  be  a<x5urately  determined  by  means  of  the  ther- 
mometers G  and  D,  As  the  steam  flowed  past  the  points  G  and 
F^  a  stream  of  water  was  injected  into  it  by  means  of  the  pump 
TT,  from  a  reservoir  TT,,  the  rate  of  injection  being  regulated  by 
means  of  the  watec  meter  G^.  Ti^hen  the  water  was  injected  at 
G  it  issued  against  the  steam  in  an  unbroken  stream  through 
small  orifices ;  but  when  it  was  injected  at  F  two  streams  of 
water,  at  an  angle,  were  made  to  impinge  against  each  other  so 
as  to  spatter  into  a  fine  spray.* 

The  mixture  of  steam  and  water  then  passed  a  three-inch 
Stratton  separator  K,  The  water  was  withdrawn  from  the  latter 
by  the  valve  jff^,  whence  it  passed  into  the  weighing  barrels  T 
and  ]r„  the  level  in  the  water-glass  K^  being  maintained  at  about 
one  inch  above  its  lower  end. 

The  steam  leaving  the  separator  passed  through  the  globe  valve 
M  into  a  drum  N^  twelve  inches  in  diameter  and  about  five  feet 
long,  the  valve  M  being  regulated  so  that  while  at  J  the  desired 
boiler  pressure  was  maintained,  the  pressure  in  N^  as  shown  by 
pressure  gauge  ZT",  would  not  be  more  than  a  fraction  of  a  pound 
above  that  of  the  atmosphere.  The  temperature  of  the  steam 
being  given  by  the  thermometers  0^  jP,  and  Q^  this  drum  con- 
stituted a  "  throttling  calorimeter  "  adapted  to  receive  the  whole 
amount  of  steam  operated  upon. 

The  small  calorimeters  to  be  tested  were  applied  at  S  and  H^ 
the  separating  attachment  and  throttling  device  being  both  used 
for  these  two  positions.  The  throttling  device  was  also  used 
alone  at  position  8, 

*  It  was  thought  that  the  injection  of  the  water  as  spray  would  be  necessary 
to  enable  it  to  have  acquired  the  temperature  of  the  steam  before  it  left  the 
separator,  but  it  was  found  that  both  methods  of  injection  were  equally  effective 
in  this  respect. 
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From  j)r  the  steam  flowed  to  a  surface  condenser  B^  in  which 
it  was  condensed  so  as  to  be  weighed  in  the  barrels  Ta.nd  T^. 

All  parts  of  the  apparatus  were  well  insulated  with  canvas- 
covered  hair  felt. 
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Part  I. 


With  the  small  calorimeters  disconnected  so  that  all  of  the 
steam  from  the  boiler  flows  to  the  Stratton  separator,  the  latter 
separator  combined  with  the  throttling  drum  JT  represents  a 
"throttling  calorimeter,"  with  separator  attachment,  which 
operates  upon  the  whole  current  of  steam  under  examination. 

The  total  weight  of  mixed  steam  and  water  entering  the  sepa- 
rator is  the  sum  of  the  weights  collected  in  Y  and  y^,  T  and  7\. 
If  the  steam  at  B  is  slightly  superheated,  its  condition  as  received 
from  the  boiler  is  determined  by  the  thermometer  G  or  D. 
Then,  knowing  the  weight  of  water  injected  from  TT,,  and  that 
the  latter  is  heated  to  the  temperature  corresponding  to  the 
pressure  of  the  steam  at  </,  by  means  of  the  thermometers  J7  and 
Z,  the  percentage  of  moisture  in  the  separator  is  determinable. 
Therefore,  the  proportion  of  this  moisture  eliminated  by  the 
separator,  or  the  percentage  of  the  moisture  in  the  steam  leaving 
the  latter,  is  determinable  from  the  amount  of  water  collected  in 

Fand  r;. 

The  result  of  this  determination  of  moisture,  based  upon  abso- 
lute weights,  being  compared  with  the  indication  of  the  drum  N 
used  as  a  "throttling  calorimeter,"  enables  the  truth  of  the 
^*  throttling "  principle  to  be  tested  free  of  any  question  as  to 
whether  the  sample  of  the  steam  acted  on  by  the  calorimeter 
represents  the  quality  of  the  whole. 

The  results  of  this  comparison  are  given  by  Table  A,  which 
shows  that  the  true  percentage  of  moisture  of  the  steam  leaving 
the  calorimeter  (column  4),  determined  by  weight,  agrees  with 
that  determined  from  the  drum  (column  5),  by  the  usual  process 
of  estimating  the  moisture  from  the  temperatures  and  pressures, 
the  differences  being  within  about  two-tenths  of  a  per  cent,  of 
the  average  of  the  two  methods.  This  difference  is  within  the 
-accidental  error  of  either  method. 

An  example  of  the  steps  involved  in  calqulating  the  percentage 
of  moisture  from  an  experiment  is  appended. 

We  may  conclude,  therefore,  that  a  "  throttling  calorimeter  " 
with  its  separating  attachment  will  correctly  indicate  the  proper- 
tion  of  moisture  in  any  mixture  which  is  made  to  pass  through 
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it  Henoe  the  question  of  the  erratic  indication  of  small  calo- 
rimeters whidi  act  upon  a  portion,  or  sample,  only  of  the  total 
steam  under  examination  is  reduced  to  this :  Can  the  sample  of 
miodure  of  itecmt  amd  wcUer  which  a  small  ^^  throMmg  calorim^ 
eter^^  draws  through  itself  in  a  given  time,  otU  of  a  steam  pipe  or 
reservoir^  differ  considerably  in  qtiality  from  that  of  the  whole 
quantity  of  mixture  which  jUrms  through  the  pipe  in  the  same 
Ume? 
To  answer  this  question  we  made  the  following  experhnents : 

Part  II. 

JXFKRIMTCirrS  TO  DBTBBBCIKB  THE  DIFFBRBNOB  BBTWBBN  THE  QUALITY 
OF  A  SAMPLE  OF  STEAM  DRAWN  FROM  A  THRBB-INOH  PIPE  BY 
A  "throttling  OALORIMETER"  and  that  OF  THE  TOTAL  QUAN- 
TTTT  OF  STEAM  FLOWING  THROUGH   A  PIPE. 

A  "  throttling  calorimeter,"  with  its  separator  attachment,  of 
the  standard  Barrus  proportions,  carefully  calibrated  for  radiation 
with  superheated  steam,  was  attached  at  H,  Fig.  35,  by  a  v^tical 
half-inch  nipple  tapped  into  the  bottom  of  the  three-inch  pipe. 
The  nipple  projected  two  and  one-half  inches  into  the  three-inch 
pipe.  It  was  closed  at  its  inner  end,  and  perforated  on  its  cylin- 
drical surface  with  twelve  one-eighth-inch  holes,  the  lower  row  of 
holes  being  three^ighths  of  an  inch  within  the  pipe.  Steam  from 
the  boiler  at  78.5  pounds  pressure,  which  was  superheated  30 
d^rees  when  passing  J?,  received  water  at  O  at  60  degrees  Fahr., 
so  that  the  total  mixture  flowing  at  ^  was  1,916  pounds  per  hour. 

Assuming^  that  the  injected  water  was  raised  to  the  tempera- 
ture corresponding  to  the  pressure,  the  per  cent,  of  moisture  at  H 
was  21.0  per  cent. ;  but  the  calorimeter  gave  the  moisture  at  54.6 
per  cent. 

In  the  second  experiment,  in  which  2,044  pounds  of  mixture 
flowed  through  the  three-inch  pipe  per  hour,  the  correct  maximum 
moisture  was  17.6  per  cent.,  and  by  calorimeter  50.8  per  cent.  In 
these  experiments  the  water  was  injected  at  6^  in  a  broken  stream 
through  one  thirty-second  of  an  inch  perforations.  It  is  probable, 
therefore,  that  the  majority  of  it  lay  upon  the  bottom  of  the  pipe. 

These  two  experiments  may,  therefore,  be  taken  as  examptes  of 

*Tbi8  assumption  makes  the  true  moisture  a  maximum,  and  it  therefore 
insares  a  minimum  value  for  the  discrepancy  of  the  calorimeter. 
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the  error  to  which  "  throttling  calorimeters  "  are  liable  when  con- 
siderable moisture  may  accumulate  at  the  point  in  a  steam  pipe 
where  the  instrument  is  attached.  To  avoid  this  particular  con- 
dition of  the  moisture  we  made  the  following  experiments : 

Paet  III. 

EXPERIMBNTS  IN  WHICH  THE  MOISTURE  WAS  THOROUGHLY  MIXED  WITH 

THE   STEAM. 

A  Bamis  "  throttling  calorimeter,"  Z,  without  its  separator, 
carefully  calibrated  for  radiation,  was  attached  at  Z,  Fig.  36, 
beyond  the  Stratton  separator.  Superheated  steam  at  B  was 
mixed  with  water  at  F^  and  the  mixture  sent  through  the  system 
to  the  condenser  witJiout  draining  the  St/rcUton  sepa/rcUor.  After 
the  flow  through  the  system  had  continued  a  short  time  the  level 
of  the  water  in  the  water-glass  of  the  separator  remained  un- 
changed. A  constant  mixture  was,  therefore,  leaving  the  separa- 
tor, and  in  issuing  from  the  outlet  of  the  latter  into  the  three-inch 
pipe  at  Z  there  must  have  been  a  thorough  intermingling  of  the 
water  and  steam. 

Under  these  conditions  the  "  throttling  calorimeter,"  attached 
with  a  vertical  half-inch  nipple  (Fig.  35),  closed  at  the  inner  end, 
and  perforated  with  twelve  seven-thirty-seconds-inch  holes,  none 
of  which  were  less  than  three-quarters  of  an  inch  from  the  side 
of  the  main — a  common  arrangement  of  the  instrument  in  prac- 
tice— the  results  in  lines  1  to  6,  Table  B,  were  obtained.  These 
show  that  with  from  2.5  to  36.5  true  per  cent,  of  moisture  the 
calorimeter  showed  from  5.5  to  47.9  per  cent. 

Again,  with  the  calorimeter  attached  with  a  horizontal  half, 
inch  nipple  closed  at  its  inner  end  and  perforated  with  six  seven- 
thirty-seconds-inch  holes,  none  of  which  were  less  than  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  from  the  side  of  the  main,  the  results  in  lines 
7  to  12  were  obtained.  Whence  it  is  seen  that  with  from  2.3  to 
67.2  true  per  cent,  of  moisture,  the  calorimeter  gave  from  6.3  to 
46.9  per  cent. 

Again,  the  calorimeter  was  attached  with  a  vertical  half-inch 
nipple  closed  at  its  inner  end,  with  a  rectangular  slot  one-quarter 
of  an  inch  wide  by  one  inch  long,  as  an  orifice,  the  latter's  oentre 
of  height  being  at  the  level  of  the  centre  of  the  three-inch  pipe. 

Then,  by  lines  13, 14,  and  15,  with  the  slot  away  from  the 
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boiler,  with  one  per  cent,  of  actual  moisture,  the  calorimeter 
showed  5.6  per  cent.;  with  the  slot  facing  towards  the  boiler  the 
true  per  cent,  of  moisture  was  1.4  per  cent.,  and  the  calorimeter 
gave  0.1  per  cent.,  while  with  the  slot  facing  at  right  angles  to 
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the  current  1.2  percent,  of  moisture  in  the  steam  caused  the  calo- 
rimeter to  indicate  2.5  per  cent. 

Again,  in  lines  16  to  19,  with  a  horizontal  nipple  with  6  holes 
seven  thirty-seconds  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  with  from  0.5  to  1.6 
per  cent,  of  actual  moisture,  the  calorimeter  showed  from  1.0  per 
cent,  to  3.6  per  cent. 

Part  IV.  (a). 

ABSTRACT  OP  RECORD  OF  TWO  CALORDCETBRS  WITH  MOYABLB  NIPPLS8  APPLISD 
TO  TWELVE-IKCH  MAIN  DBLIYERmO  ABOUT  500  HORSE-POWBR. 


Inches 
Inner 
Bnd  of 
Nipple 

was 
above  In- 
side of 
Pipe. 

CALOXOonB  No.  2,  with- 
out Sbpabatob. 

Duration 

of 

Test, 

Boiler 
Pressure, 
Pounds. 

CORBBOTBD  TlM- 
PXRATUBKS, 

Dborbxs  Fahb. 

Pounds  of 
Drip  from 
Separator 
per  Hour. 

Per  cent. 

of 
Priming. 

COBBXOTID  Tni- 
FSBATURKS, 

DseBBXs  Fabr. 

Percent- 

age  of 

Priming. 

Minutes. 

Upper. 

Lower. 

Upper. 

Lower. 

1 

2 

8 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

20 

10 

10 

10 

10 

2 

8 

8 

00 
96 
99 
96 
94 
90 
95 
95 

831 
885 
888 
884 
884 
880 
884 
885 

288 
284 
286 
285 
286 
284 
286 
286 

8.89 
67.86 
80.00 
11.78 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5.2 

47.0 

82.0 

15.5 

0* 

0» 

0» 

0» 

0 

0.88 
0.66 
1.00 
1.66 
2.88 
8.88 
4.88 

881 

888* 
885 

280 

287' 
287 

0.55 
0.06 

*  Radiation  of  calorimeter,  0.4  per  cent. 

Part  IV.  (J). 

EXPERIMENTS  MADE  TO  PROVE  THAT  AS  LITTLE  AS  ONE  PER  CENT.  OF 
MOISTURE  WILL  SEPARATE  ITSELF  FROM  STEAM  IN  A  HORIZONTAL 
PIPE,  AND,  FLOWING  ALONG  THE  BOTTOM  OF  THE  LATTER,  WILL 
ESCAPE  THROUGH  A  "  THROTTLING  CALORIMETER,"  AND  THEKKBT 
TEND  TO  CAUSE  THE  PER  CENT.  OF  MOISTURE  SHOWN  BY  THE 
LATTER  TO  VARY  CONSIDERABLY  FROM  THE  TRUE  AVERAGE  PER- 
CENTAGE  IN   THE   STEAM   MAIN. 

The  general  arrangement  of  apparatus  for  conducting  the  tests 
on  the  three-inch  horizontal  pipe  is  represented  in  Fig.  37.  The 
results  are  given  in  Table  C. 

Superheated  steam  entered  at  A  and  passed  through  a  three- 
inch  pipe  surrounding  a  cooling  pipe  JS.  The  cooling  water 
entered  at  C  and  passed  off  at  G.    After  passing  the  cooling  pipe 
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the  steam  passed  through  a  device  at  D  which  thoroughly  mixed 
the  steam  with  the  water.  This  consisted  of  two  plates  placed 
about  one  inch  apart,  in  which  were  two  holes  about  seven-eighths 
of  an  inch  in  diameter.  The  hole  in  the  first  plate  encountered 
by  the  steam  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  pipe,  so  that  all  moisture 
in  the  steam  would  be  drawn  from  the  bottom  of  the  pipe.  The 
steam  and  moisture  then  passed  upward  between  the  plates,  and 
out  of  the  hole  in  the  second  plate.  The  hole  in  the  second  plate 
was  placed  near  the  top  so  as  to  introduce  the  steam  and  moist- 
ure near  the  top  of  the  three-inch  pipe  E.  The  calorimeter  was 
attached  at  F.  ^is  the  separator  portion  of  the  calorimeter,  and 
L  the  heat  gauge.  The  temperature  and  pressure  of  the  steam 
were  measured  on  leaving  the  pipe  Ehy  means  of  the  thermome- 
ter JJand  the  pressure  gauge  J.  The  thermometer  H  was  placed 
in  a  mercury  well  having  an  enlargement  at  its  lower  end  and  a 
thin  neck.  The  steam  was  throttled  by  means  of  the  valve  M 
from  a  pressure  of  about  80  pounds  above  the  atmosphere  in  the 
pipe  ^to  about  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere  in  the  twelve-inch 
drum  If.  The  temperature  of  the  steam  after  throttling  was 
measured  by  a  thermometer  Q^  placed  in  a  mercury  well,  and  by 
a  thermometer  P  which  came  in  direct  contact  with  the  steam. 
The  pressure  in  the  drum  iTwas  measured  by  means  of  a  mercury 
gauge.  The  steam  flowing  into  the  drum  iTwas  led  to  a  surface 
condenser,  and  finally  weighed. 

The  amount  of  moisture  in  the  steam  passing  through  the  valve 
Jf  was  indicated  by  the  amount  of  superheating  in  the  twelve-inch 
drum  If.  This  moisture,  added  to  the  moisture  in  the  steam  enter- 
ing the  Barrus  calorimeter,  gave  the  total  moisture  contained 
in  the  steam  passing  through  the  three-inch  pipe.  Corrections, 
determined  directly  by  experiment,  were  made  for  all  radiation. 
The  factor  of  0.48  for  the  specific  heat  of  steam  was  employed  in 
calculating  the  percentage  of  moisture ;  and  special  experiments 
were  made  to  show  how  nearly  this  method  would  agree,  in  the 
case  of  the  twelve-inch  drum,  with  the  experimental  normal  read- 
ing for  dry  steam.  These  experiments,  from  the  nature  of  the 
apparatus,  could  be  made  only  with  steam  just  at  the  point  of 
superheating,  or  with  slightly  superheated  steam. 

Three  series  of  tests  were  made.  In  the  first  there  was  no 
mixing  device  placed  at  D.  In  these  it  was  found  that  the  ther- 
mometer 5"  would  indicate  superheating  with  considerable  moist- 
ure  entering  the  calorimeter    nozzle   V.     The  second  series  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   RELIABILITY  OP   "THROTTLING  CAXORIMETERS."        189 

tests  were  made  after  adding  the  mixing  device  D.  In  the  third 
series  of  tests  the  three-inch  pipe  containing  the  cooling  pipe  B 
was  lowered,  together  with  the  mixing  device  i?,  and  the  steam 
was  made  to  pass  through  an  S-shaped  connection  of  three-inch 
pipe  into  the  pipe  E,  This  caused  the  steam  which  was  admitted 
to^to  pass  upward  through  a  vertical  pipe,  then  turn  through  an 
elbow  into  the  pipe  E,  The  object  of  the  latter  arrangement  was 
to  make  the  mixture  of  steam  and  water  enter  the  pipe  ^at  the 
same  velocity  at  which  it  flowed  through  the  pipe  E,  When  the 
steam  and  moisture  entered  the  three-inch  pipe  directly  from  a 
seven-eighths-inch  hole  in  the  mixing  device  2?,  it  was  initially 
at  a  much  greater  velocity  than  the  average  velocity  in  the  pipe 
E^  but  it  was  considered  best  to  make  tests  in  this  way  so  as  to 
have  one  set  of  tests  in  which  the  conditions  were  as  severe  as 
possible. 

In  all  these  tests  no  pains  or  expense  were  spared  to  secure 
accuracy.  Green's  thermometers  were  used,  and  were  carefully 
calibrated  in  regard  to  their  indications  when  immersed  to  the 
particular  depths  at  which  they  were  used  in  mercury  wells.  The 
standards  of  temperature  were  established  by  Begnault's  steam 
tables,  the  necessary  steam  pressures  being  determined  by  three 
different  bases.  The  radiation  losses  were  determined  with  great 
care,  and  the  question  of  the  applicability  of  Eegnault's  value  for 
the  specific  heat  of  steam  was  considered  by  a  study  of  his  mem- 
oirs and  by  special  experiments. 

The  details  of  these  operations  are  given  in  papers  by  Prof.  D. 
8.  Jacobus,  Transactions  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engi" 
neersj  Volume  XVI.,  pages  448  and  1017,  which,  however,  inade- 
quately show  the  amount  of  painstaking  labor  and  rareskUl  which 
he  has  supplied  during  the  investigation. 
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TABLE    A. 

T£ST8  WITH  Uniform  Pebcentage  of  MoisTimB  for  Calibration  of 
Twelve-inch  Drum  J\^,  Plate  A,  foe  Use  on  a  Large  ••  Throttling 
Calorimeter." 


Duuatiok  or  Bxpsriiisnts. 


AVee  of  5  experiments  aggregating  160  mln. 
'       "  8  "  *'         80    " 


80 
70 
00 
88 
50 
81 


^ 

1 

u 

« 

O  h 

0)  B 

^& 

8.1 

p 

n 

1 

2 

006.0 

90.27 

1537.8 

51.26 

1029.6 

54.82 

1749.8 

58.81 

1886.1 

01.20 

2109.2 

70.81 

2315.8 

77.18 

8063.9 

101.13 

TABLE  B. 

Comparison  of  Actual  Percentages  of  Moisture  with  Amounts  Indi- 
cated BY  A  "Throttling  Calorimeter,"  Steam  Passing  through  a 
Threb-inoh  Horizontal  Pipe. 


t 

1 

CaAftiOf  Mil  or  NflMi* 

■Sis 

III 

Pli 

Pi 

ll 

11 

Bamaflca, 

] 

2 

a 

4 

80 

5 

ll 

7 

*1 

1093 

5.5 

2.5 

^ 

2 

1877 

80 

9.3 

8.8 

8 

Vertical  noaale  No.  1  witk  12  holes  A  inch 

1768 

80 

11.1 

4.7 

4 

diameter. 

1788 

80 

20.9 

10.9 

6 

2003 

80 

31.8 

19.1 

6J 
71 
8 
9 

Horizontal  nozzle  No.  8  with  6  holes  A 

2881 
1538 
1586 
1526 

80 
90 
80 
80 

47.9 
6.3 
8.4 

14.0 

80.5 
2.8 
3.S 
8.8 

Separator  of  calo- 
rimeter, and  heat 
gauge,    both   in 

10 

inch  diameter. 

1637 

80 

17.8 

10.1 

use. 

11 

1745 

80 

87.4 

28.0 

lii 

2187 

80 

40.9 

87.2 

18 

Nozzle  No  4,  slot  away  from  current 

1577 

80 

5.0 

1.0 

14 

"          "       "   toward  current 

1576 
1578 

80 
80 

0.1 
2.5 

1.4 
1.2 

16 

"          "       "   at  right  angles  to  current. 

16 

1810 

80 

1.0 

0.5 

17 

Horizontal  nozzle  No.  8  with  6  holes  Vs 

1815 

80 

1.6 

0.8 

Only  heat  gaoge  of 

18 

Inch  diameter.* 

1818 

80 

2.2 

1.0 

calorimeter  in  use. 

1»J 

1830 

80 

8.0 

1.0 

♦  In  these  test*  the  true  percentages  of  moisture  given  in  Column  0  were  calculated  from  the 
auperheating  of  the  steam  in  the  12-inch  dram,  which  was  shown  to  give  the  same  results  as  those 
obtained  by  weighing  the  water  injected. 
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TABLE  C. 

Percentage  of  Total  Moisture  ENTSRiNa  a  Three-imoh  Horizontal 
Steam  Pipe  that  ib  Removed  bt  a  One-half-inch  Dbip  Pipe. 

The  moifltare  in  each  ctee  was  either  thoroughly  mingled  with  the  steam  or  the  greater  part  of 
it  wai  near  the  top  of  the  three-inch  pipe  at  a  point  eight  feet  distant  from  the  one-half -Inch  drip 
pipe.  Mach  of  the  moistare  had,  therefore,  to  fall  throngh  a  distance  nearly  equal  to  the  diam- 
eter of  the  three-inch  pipe  before  it  was  drawn  out  at  the  one-half -inch  drip  pipe. 


! 

Velocity  of 

URB  IN  Stbam  Passing 
Thbouoh  Thbbb-inch 

Percentage  of 
total  moistare 

CoiromOMB  UKDWR  WHICH 

Namber 

of 

test. 

steam  in 
three-inch 
pipe  in  feet 

PiPB. 

removed  by  the 

half  inch  drip 

pipe  leading  to 

the  Barros 

THI  TXBT0  WXBB  MaOB. 

per  second. 

Before 

After 

• 

reaching 
drip  pipe. 

dilpjpipe.* 

calorimeter. 

1 

2 

8 

4 

5 

6 

1 

65.1 

8.9 

8.8 

46.6 

first  Series  of  TesU.  Moist- 

2 

64.7 

1.9 

0.9 

66.7 

ore  produced  by  the  cool- 
ing pipe  marked  B  in  Fig. 
B.  No  mixing  device  at  D. 

8 

68.8 

1.6 

0.4 

n.7 

4 

62.8 

1.6 

0.8 

84.4 

5 

68.8 

4.8 

1.6 

62.8 

6 

41.9 

8.8 

0.8 

91.5 

7 

88.1 

4.8 

0.6 

88.6 

8 

88.1 

8.6 

0.5 

82.8 

9 

88.1 

8.4 

0.4 

86.6 

10 

88.1 

0.8 

0.0 

100.0 

Second  Series  of  Tests,  in 
which  a  mixing  derice  was 
placed  at  Z>  to  thorooghly  • 
mingle  the  steam  and 
water. 

11 
18 
18 
14 
15 

88.0 
88.0 
84.9 
24.8 
34.5 

1.6 
0.4 
4.8 
8.1 
8.2 

0.8 
-0.1 

0.1 
-0.1 

0.6 

89.0 
100.0 

98.7 
100.0 

96.0 

16 

19.8 

8.8 

0.5 

95.8 

17 

16.0 

8.8 

0.8 

97.4 

18 

16.0 

6.6 

0.1 

98.1 

19 

16.9 

1.0 

-0.1 

100.0 

90 

16.6 

5.4 

-0.1 

100.0 

81 

48.1 

8.5 

1.8    • 

67.8 

28 

48.7 

8.8 

0.7 

68.8 

Third   Series    of  Tests,  in 
which  the  steam  and  en- 

88 
84 
86 
86 
87 
88 
89 
80 

85.9 
85.8 
81.1 
81.1 
80.9 
80.6 
80.6 
80.8 

1.8 
8.4 

0.8 
0.7 
0.3 
0.1 
0.5 
0.0 
-0.1 
0.1 

86.8 
80.8 
91.7 
95.0 
96.8 
100.0 
100.0 
97.1 

trained  moistare  were  snp- 
plled  through  a  Tertical  • 
three-inch  pipe  and  flowed 
through  an  elbow  into  the 
horiaontal  three-inch  pipe. 

8.6 
8.1 
18.1 
7.8 
8.5 
8.8 

81 

16.8 

6.6 

-0.8 

100.0 

88 

16.4 

8.7 

-0.8 

100.0 

88 

48.1 

8.5 

1.1 

66.6 

84 

48.1 

2.8 

1.8 

49.4 

Special  Tests  in  Third  Se- 

85 

41.9 

8.4 

1.1 

67.4 

ries,  in  which  a  plate  was 

86 

88.1 

8.4 

0.6 

77.8 

placied  orer  the  drip  pipe 
leading  to  the  calorimeter  • 

87 

88 

84.8 
88.1 

8.5 
8.4 

0.1 
0.0 

96.7 
100.0 

so  as  to  collect  all  moistare 

89 

86.9 

7.8 

-0.1 

100.0 

that  was  near  the  bottom 

40 

86.8 

4.8 

0.0 

100.0 

of  the  pipe. 

41 

80.6 

4.8 

-0.1 

100.0 

48 

80.8 

18.1 

0.4 

97.4 

48 

80.8 

4.9 

0.0 

100.0 

*  The  percentages  of  priming  given  in  this  column  are  calculated  from  the  superheating  in  the 
twelve-inch  drum,  and  are  correct  to  within  about  one-flfth  per  cent.  The  minus  values  are  either 
accidental  dlserepandes  or  they  are  caused  by  the  fact  that  the  steam  was  initially  superheated, 
and  tended  to  retain  the  property  of  prodaciDg  a  slightly  higher  "  normal  reading  **  than  that  givoi 
bf  the  theoretical  formula. 
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Method  of  Computing  the  Tkue  Percentage  of  Moisture  in  the 
Steam  Entering  and  Leaving  the  Separator. 

F(yr  Part  L 

The  method  which  has  already  been  described  consisted  in 
determining  the  percentage  of  moisture  in  the  mixture  of  steam 
and  the  known  weight  of  injected  water.  The  data  and  calcula- 
tions in  detail  for  test,  Group  8,  Table  A,  are  as  follows : 

1.  Duration  for  selected  interval  for  which    the   average  data  are 

obtained,  in  minutes 81 

2.  Total  steam  and  entrained  water  leaving  the  separator  K,  in  pounds, 

per  hour 8,040 

8.  Water  drawn  from  separator,  in  pounds,  per  hour 248.2 

4.  Total  weight  of  steam  and  entrained  water  entering  separator,  in 

pounds,  per  hour  =  TT. 8,288.2 

5.  Water  injected  at  P,  in  pounds,  per  hour  =  tr 282.0 

6.  Temperature  of  water  injected  9X  F,  in  degrees  Fahr.  =  ^' 69 

7.  Pressure  of  steam  at  /,  in  pounds,  per  square  inch  above  atmosphere  80 

8.  Sensible  heat  of  steam  corresponding  to  pressure  at  /in  B.T.U.  =  ^  826.9 

9.  Temperature  of  steam  corresponding  to  pressure  at  /,  in  degrees 

Fahr.  =  r 823.6 

10.  Latent  heat  of  steam  corresponding  to  pressure  at  J,  in  degrees 

Fahr.  =  i 885.7 

11.  Temperature  of  superheated  steam  before  injecting  water,  as  regis- 

tered by  the  thermometer  D,  in  degrees  Fahr.  =t"' 851.8 

12.  Weight  of  steam  condensed  by  the  water  injected  in  pounds  = 

tr(A~n-o.47(r--n(Tr-tf)» ^^ 

Li 

18.  Total  weight  of  water  in  the  mixture  of  steam  and  water  =  line  5  -f 

line  12 254.6 

14  Percentage  of  moisture  in  steam  entering  the  separator  =  line  18  x 

100  -h  line  4 7.7 

15.  Water  remaining  in  steam  leaving  separator,  in  pounds,  per  hour  = 

line  18  -  line  3 6.4 

16.  True  percentage  of  moisture  in  steam  leaving  the  separator  =  line 

15  X  100  -H  line  2 0.21 

Calculation  of  the  Percentage  op  Moisture  Indicated  by 

THE    SuPERHEATINO   OBSERVED   IN   THE   TwELVE-INCH   DrUM. 

For  Experiment :  Group  8,  Tahle  A. 

1.  Pressure  of  steam  before  throttling,  in  pounds,  per  square  inch  above 

atmosphere  =  pi 80.0 

2.  Pressure  of  steam  after  throttling,  in  pounds,  per  square  inch  above 

atmosphere  =  Pa 8.2 

*  The  factor  of  0.47  was  determined  by  experiment  eo  as  to  include  all  radiation  effects. 
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•8.  Sensible  beat  above  zero,  degrees  Fahr.,  correspoDding  to  pressure 

p,  =A, : 826.9 

4.  Latent  heat  corresponding  to  pressure  pi  =  Xi 885.7 

5.  Total  heat  above  zero,  degrees  Fahr.,  corresponding  to  pressure 

J3,  =  jrt U81.7 

6.  Temperature  corresponding  to  pressure  pa  =  ^ 222.1 

7.  Temperature  of  superheated  steam  after  throttling  =8% 281.4 

8.  Qnlity  of  rte^n^-g'-^'^-^^?-^')-^' 0.997 

9.  Percentage  of  priming  =  100  (1  -  line  8) 0.8 


DISCUSSION. 


I 

I 


j—^h 


V^zi:. 


Dr.  Charles  E.  Emery, — In  a  test  of  a  boiler  which  had  two  out- 
lets, SO  that  the  quality.of  the  steam  was  necessarily  about  the 
same  in  both,  a  calorimeter  was  placed  on  each  outlet  Befer- 
ring  to  accompanying  sketch,  Fig.  38,  the  steam  from  the  boiler 
passed  upward  through  the  run  of  a 
flanged  tee,  on  the  top  of  which  was 
placed  a  safety  valve,  and  the  steam  for 
the  engine  passed  through  a  side  outlet 
The  boiler  manufacturers  connected  a 
calorimeter  to  an  outlet  a  at  the  centre 
of  the  tee.  I,  however,  had  a  connec- 
tion made  to  the  other  outlet  at  a  point 
b  near  the  bottom  flange  of  the  tee. 
The  steam  from  the  upper  outlet  showed 
less  moisture  than  that  from  the  lower 
one,  though  in  neither  case  was  the  per- 
centage of  moisture  very  high.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  less  moisture  obtained 
at  the  point  a  corresponds  well  with 
the  experiments  of  Professor  Denton,  as  it  was  nearly  out  of  the 
current  of  steam. 

Prof.  -ft.  C.  Carpenter. — I  would  like  to  ask  Professor  Denton 
if  he  has  made  any  experiments  at  all  in  getting  samples  from 
different  kinds  of  vertical  pipes. 

Mr.  Kent. — Professor  Denton  says  that  if  we  use  the  large 
separator  the  little  calorimeter  afterwards  shows  whether  we 
have  taken  the  moisture  out  or  not  Now  suppose  we  did  not 
take  out  all  the  moisture,  but  within  one  or  two  per  cent  of  it, 
according  to  Professor  Denton's  experiments  that  calorimeter 
might  show  us  anything.  I  would  like  to  have  the  Professor 
18 


Pig.  38. 
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give  US  directions  how  to  place  that  little  calorimeter,  after  the 
separator,  in  order  to  have  it  tell  the  truth. 

Mr,  Albert  Kingsbury. — There  is  a  point  in  the  paper  which 
seemed  clear  to  me  when  I  read  it,  but  some  obscurity  has  since 
arisen  about  it  How  is  it  possible  to  know  what  percentage  of 
water  is  in  this  steam  beyond  the  point  where  the  cold  water  is 
introduced?  The  amount  of  water  introduced  can  be  deter- 
mined, but  it  immediately  changes  the  quality  of  the  steam  which 
remains,  reducing  the  temperature,  producing  condensation,  and 
hence  making  some  uncertainty  as  to  the  exact  amount  of  water 
remaining  in  the  steam. 

Mi\  George  L  Bockwood. — I  would  like  to  ask  if  the  whole  struc- 
ture of  calorimetry  is  upset  by  these  experiments.  I  would  like 
to  have  it  stated  definitely  whether  we  are  to  make  calorimetrio 
experiments  in  the  future  in  testing  boilers,  or  whether  we  are 
to  give  up  that  department  of  steam  engineering. 

Mr.  William  Kent — I  will  speak  on  the  same  side  as  Mr. 
Rockwood.  Some  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago  we  were  told  by 
steam-boiler  experts  that  no  boiler  experiments  were  worth  any- 
thing unless  a  calorimeter  test  was  made  ;  that  boilers  gave  too 
much  evaporation  if  not  checked  by  the  calorimeter.  They  pro- 
duced figures  showing  that  boilers  would  give  fourteen  pounds  of 
water  per  pound  of  coal,  if  tested  ordinarily,  but  if  you  applied 
the  calorimeter  you  would  get  the  true  result  Then  the  barrel 
calorimeter  was  brought  in,  and  later  the  coil  and  the  throttling 
calorimeter.  In  a  great  number  of  experiments  which  I  have 
made,  using  the  barrel,  the  throttling  and  also  the  coil  calorim- 
eter with  many  different  kinds  of  boilers,  I  was  never  able  to 
get  more  than  three  per  cent  of  moisture,  whenever  the  water 
level  was  anywhere  near  the  proper  place ;  that  is,  whenever 
the  water  was  in  sight  in  the  gauge  glass,  and  never  over  one 
and  one-half  per  cent  as  an  average  of  a  series  of  tests.  I  then 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  all  boilers  which  had  horizontal 
shells  and  were  of  the  ordinary  kind  did  give  a  commercially  dry 
steam  ;  that  is,  steam  which  did  not  have  over  three  per  cent  of 
moisture  in  it.  Now  Professor  Denton  tells  us  that  the  steam 
will  drain  itself  in  a  pipe,  so  that  within  a  distance  of  eight  or 
ten  feet  that  pipe  will  have  dry  steam,  the  water  being  all  con- 
centrated at  the  bottom  of  the  pipe.  I  think,  in  answer  to  Mn 
Rockwood's  question,  that  we  shall  have  to  throw  away  the  cal- 
orimeter as  being  unnecessary,  and  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
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boilers  will  give  dry  steam  unless  they  are  foaming  or  unless 
there  is  some  defect  in  their  construction.  If  we  take  the 
separator  as  being  correct,  say  within  one-fifth  of  one  per  ceni, 
what  is  the  use  of  a  calorimeter,  except  for  scientific  purposes  ? 

Mr.  O.  C.  Woolson. — I  understood  the  author  to  say  that  this 
test  pipe,  if  placed  on  the  bottom  and  flush  with  the  inside  of 
the  steam  pipe,  gave  an  excess  of  moisture,  but  if  inserted  Iwo 
inches  or  more  gave  no  moisture,  and  that  it  made  no  difference 
whether  that  pipe  entered  from  the  bottom  or  anywhere  around 
the  circumference  of  that  pipe ;  the  results  would  be  the  same  : 
dry  steam  if  inserted  a  little  way  and  wet  steam  if  inserted  flush 
with  inside  of  steam  pipe. 

Prof.  James  E.  Denton.* — Dr.  Emery's  case  I  judge  to  be  sim- 
ply in  the  line  of  my  own  findings.  The  first  question  is  Pro- 
fessor Carpenter's  about  the  vertical  pipes.  If  the  water  runs 
along  the  bottom  of  a  horizontal  pipe  leading  to  the  top  of  a 
vertical  pipe,  it  will  splash  about  in  the  pipe  so  as  to  fall  on  the 
calorimeter  nipple  and  cause  unreliable  results  from  the  latter. 
If  the  steam  rises  through  the  vertical  pipe,  then  the  water  which 
is  due  to  radiation,  collecting  on  the  sides,  may  trickle  down 
over  the  nipple. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Kingsbury's  question  I  would  say  that  we 
made  allowance  for  the  moisture  due  to  heating  the  injected 
water  to  the  temperature  of  the  steam.  The  calculations  for 
this  allowance  are  given  at  the  end  of  the  paper. 

Mr.  Kent  asks  where  to  place  a  calorimeter,  used  in  conjunc 
tion  with  a  separator,  and  how  the  calorimeter  can  be  relied 
upon  to  show  the  true  moisture,  even  when  used  in  this  way. 
My  proposition  to  use  the  instrument  beyond  a  separator  as- 
sumes that  the  latter  is  known  to  be  capable  of  removing  any 
amount  of  moisture  in  the  steam  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
greatest  amount  which  the  calorimeter  will  show,  if  placed 
within,  say,  one  foot  of  the  outlet  from  the  separator,  may  be 
acceptable  as  a  satisfactory  performance  of  the  boiler.  With  a 
separator  of  proper  proportions  the  moisture  passing  it  will  be 
80  small  a  fraction  of  one  per  cent,  that  the  most  exaggerated 
result  from  the  calorimeter  will  not  reach  one  per  ceni 

In  reply  to  a  question  as  to  what  a  commercially  dry  steam 
is,  I  believe  it  may  be  defined  to  be  the  per  ceni  of  moisture 
which  is  equivalent  to  the  accidental  error  of  a  boiler  or  engine 
*  Author's  closure,  under  the  Rules. 
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test.  The  performance  of  a  boiler  by  duplicate  tests  under 
identical  conditions  varies  about  three  per  cent.,  or  the  average 
accidental  error  is,  say,  one  and  one-half  per  cent.,  and  the  simi- 
lar error  for  water-consumption  tests  of  engines  is  probably  no 
less.  I  believe,  therefore,  that  for  capacity  tests  of  boilers  and 
tests  of  engines,  commercially  dry  steam  may  be  taken  to  be 
steam  which  contains  not  more  than  one  and  one-half  per  oeni 
of  moisture,  and  for  economy  tests  of  boilers,  steam  containing 
a  larger  amount  of  moisture  in  proportion  to  the  ratio  of  the 
heat  in  the  water  in  the  form  of  steam  to  that  represented  by  a 
pound  of  boiling  water. 

I  think  the  conclusion  that  calorimeters  are  shown  to  be  of 
no  value  is  unjust  to  the  intrinsic  merits  of  the  instrument,  as 
we  need  the  calorimeter  to  show  that  the  separator  has  done 
its  duty. 

Professor  Carpenter. — The  reason  for  asking  Professor  Denton  in 
regard  to  trials  on  the  vertical  pipes  was  to  bring  out  another 
point  which  he  has  not  mentioned.  We  made  some  experiments 
last  year  in  this  line  of  work,  and  they  are  not  finished  yet.  We 
had  a  sample  of  steam  flowing  both  downward  and  upward. 
Flowing  downward  we  found  streams  of  water  flowing,  as  Profes- 
sor Denton  has  described,  and  we  would  get  samples  of  varying 
amounts,  ranging  sometimes  to  nearly  100  per  ceni  of  moisture. 
We  afterwards  put  in  a  glass  so  that  we  could  see  the  stream. 
When  we  arranged  the  pipes  in  a  little  different  manner,  so  that 
the  current  of  steam  was  ascending,  then  those  objections  in  a 
large  measure  disappeared,  although  at  the  present  time  I  am 
not  able  to  say  that  we  found  a  perfect  way  of  getting  a  sample 
of  steam,  especially  when  there  was  very  much  moisture  in  it. 
Certainly  the  variation  in  the  percentage  of  moisture  was  very 
much  less,  and  we  got  pretty  fairly  good  samples  with  the 
ascending  current.  With  the  horizontal  pipe  we  had  the  same 
experience  which  Professor  Denton  has  described,  and  when  we 
had  a  high  velocity  of  steam  we  also  succeeded  in  getting  pure 
water  from  the  top  of  the  pipe,  which  was  due,  perhaps,  to  the 
peculiar  arrangement  of  pipes  which  we  had.  To  me  the  question 
is  of  very  great  interest,  and  I  fully  agree  with  Professor  Denton 
in  his  general  conclusions 

Professor  Denton. — I  would  say  that  I  think  the  way  to  secure 
the  best  results  is  to  have  the  steam  passing  upward  in  a  verti- 
cal pipe. 
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Mr.  Woolson. — ^I  do  not  think  the  Professor  has  answered  my 
question  yet. 

Pn^essor  Derdan. — I  did  not  say  that  it  made  no  diflference 
where  the  nipple  was  placed,  but  that  when  inserted  at  any 
point  above  the  bottom  we  found  no  moisture. 

Mr.  WooUon. — Doesn't  it  depend  on  the  separator  which  you 
are  using?  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  some  separators  will  show  you 
a  moisture  on  top  of  the  pipe  ? 

Trofeasor  Denton. — ^I  have  great  confidence  in  separators.  I 
\>elieve  there  is  some  velocity  at  which  all  good  separators  will 
remove  all  moisture.  Of  course,  that  is  something  yet  to  be 
proved,  perhaps. 
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DCLXXIV.* 

EFFECT  OF  TEMPERATURE  ON  STRENGTH  OF 
WROUGHT  IRON  AND  STEEL. 

BT  B.  O.  OABPKNTBR,  ITHAOA,  H.  T. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

The  investigation  described  in  the  following  pages  was  oon- 
ducted  in  the  spring  of  1895,  in  the  Testing  Laboratory  of  Sibley 
College.t 

The  tests  were  performed  on  an  Emery  Testing  Machine,  hav- 
ing a  maximum  capacity  of  200,000  pounds.  This  machine  is  of 
the  horizontal  type,  and  was  built  by  William  Sellers  &  Ck).  for 
the  Columbian  Exposition,  1893,  and  is  especially  well  adapted  for 
tests  of  this  character. 

The  method  employed  in  making  the  tests  differed  from  that 
employed  in  ordinary  testing,  simply  in  the  provision  for  heating 
the  test-piece  to  a  specified  temperature  and  maintaining  it  at 
that  point  throughout  the  test.  Various  schemes  were  tried  be- 
fore a  successful  method  was  found.  The  methods  of  heating 
tried  and  rejected  as  impracticable,  involved  first  the  use  of  a 
vessel  filled  with  oil  or  some  metal  having  a  melting  point  so  low 
that  it  could  be  maintained  in  a  liquid  condition,  surrounding  the 
test-piece  and  situated  so  that  it  could  be  heated.  Difficulty  with 
leakage  at  stuffing  boxes  finally  led  to  the  adoption,  as  a  substitute 
for  the  liquid,  of  a  solid  block  of  cast  iron  made  in  two  halves  and 
held  in  position  by  clamps,  as  shown  in  the  lower  part  of  Fig.  39. 
This  block  was  heated  externally  and  transmitted  its  heat  to  the 
test-piece.  The  temperature  was  measured  by  a  mercurial  ther- 
mometer, the  upper  part  of  which  was  filled  with  nitrogen  to 
prevent  vaporization  of  the  mercury  at  high   temperatures;  it 

*  Presented  at  the  New  York  meeting  (December,  1895)  of  the  American 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the 
Transactions, 

t  Thesis  investigatiou  of  O.  R.  Wilson  and  R.  L.  Gordon,  to  which  I  am 
largely  indebted  for  results. 
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was  graduated  to  900  degrees  Fahr.  The  bulb  of  the  thermom- 
eter was  put  in  direct  contact  with  the  test  specimen,  and  was 
partly  surrounded  by  the  solid  metal  of  the  cast-iron  jacket. 
The  length  of  the  jacket  was  about  2  inches  greater  than  the 
gauged  length  of  the  test  specimen. 


— ^i — r — ' 


U«4^, iz — ► 


ml   '*    ^©t: 


TEST  PIKCC 


.El 


I 


METALLIC  JACKET 

Fie.  89.— Tbbt-Pibcb  and  Metallic  Jacket. 

The  iron  jacket  when  in  position  on  the  test  specimen  was 
heated  by  a  Bunsen  burner  having  four  jets,  the  apparatus  being 
^  represented  in  Fig.  40,  in  which  T  is  the  thermometer,  aa  the 
^ds  of  the  test-pieces,  JJthe  cast-iron  jacket,  B  the  burners,  and 

^  the  pulling  heads  of  the  testing  machine. 


i  o      


FiQ.  40.— Test-Piece  and  Jacket  in  Position. 

^^  inethod  of  heating  the  test-piece  proved  very  satisfactory, 
^^)  te  ^iU  be  seen  by  consulting  the  tables  and  curves,  gave 
very  Uniform  results.  There  may  have  been  a  small  error  in  the 
°^^^^inent  of  temperature,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  thermometer 
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was  not  entirely  surrounded  by  the  metal  of  the  test-piece,  but  no 
readings  were  taken  until  several  minutes  after  the  thermometer 
indicated  a  stationary  temperature,  and  such  error  was  not  large 
and  would  not  affect  results  sensibly.  Correction  was  made  for 
radiation  from  the  stem. 

The  specimens  tested  were  turned  to  dunensions  as  shown  in 
Fig.  39,  and  those  belonging  to  each  class,  wrought  iron,  tool 
steel,  and  machinery  steel,  were  as  nearly  uniform  in  quality  as 
could  be  obtained  from  the  stock  in  Sibley  College.    The  tool  and 
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inachinery  steel  was  purchased  from  the  Crescent  Steel  Company 
of  Pittsburgh,  and  the  wrought  iron  of  the  Burden  Iron  Com- 
pany of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  for  use  in  the  college  shops.     The  chemical 
imposition  of  each  piece  is  not  accurately  known ;  the  uniformity 
of  the  results  shows  that  this  is  a  matter  of  little  importance. 
Two  specimens  of  tool  steel,  numbered  10-0  and  :  :  :-0,  gave  de- 
cidedly different  results  from  the  others ;  these  results  are  given 
^11  the  logs,  but  are  not  plotted.     About  thirty  specimens  of 
^'T^ught  iron  were  tested  and  about  twenty-five  of  steel,  the 
temperatures  varying  in  each  test  from  22  degrees  to  825  degrees 
the  lowest  temperature  being  obtained  by  use  of  a  freezing  mix- 
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ture,  the  highest  temperature  as  explained.  The  method  of  heat- 
ing the  specimen  prevented  the  use  of  appliances  for  measuring 
extension  while  under  stress,  so  that  information  could  not  be 
obtained  from  which  the  elastic  limit  or  modulus  of  elasticity 
could  be  computed. 

Remits, — The  general  results  of  the  test  are  shown  on  the 
curves  accompanying  the  report,  from  which  it  will  be  noted  that 
all  the  curves  have  a  point  of  contra-flexure  at  about  YO  degrees 
Fahr.  and  another  at  a  temperature  not  far  from  500  degrees. 
The  maximum  strength  is  found  at  temperatures  of  400  to  550 
degrees  Fahr.  At  temperatures  higher  than  this,  all  the  materials 
show  a  rapidly  decreasing  strength.  The  variation  in  strength 
with  change  of  temperature  is  marked ;  thus,  for  instance,  with 
wrought  iron,  if  we  represent  the  strength  at  the  temperature  of 
75  degfees  Fahr.  as  100,  that  at  22  degrees  to  25  degrees  is  103 
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to  104,  at  500  degrees  is  126,  while  at  825  degrees  it  would  be 
represented  by  80.7,  which  is  63  per  cent,  of  the  maximum 
strength ;  beyond  this  point  the  strength  steadily  decreases. 

The  curve  for  tool  steel  has  the  same  general  form,  the  tem- 
perature of  maximum  strength  being,  however,  about  400  de- 
grees. That  for  machinery  steel  is  similar,  but  no  experiments 
were  made  at  low  temperatures  and  no  critical  point  was 
observed. 

The  elongation  in  8  inches  of  length  for  the  tool  steel  and 
wrought  iron,  is  shown  on  the  curves  in  Fig.  42,  from  which  it  is 
noted  that  these  curves  are  of  the  same  general  form,  and  agree 
in  showing  smallest  elongation  when  at  a  temperature  about 
equal  to  the  boiling  point  of  water.  There  is  considerable  varia- 
tion in  the  results  given  by  individual  specimens,  especially  for 
the  tool  steel ;  and  there  is,  for  this  reason,  doubt  as  to  the  exact 
position  and  form  of  the  curve.  A  large  portion  of  the  discrep- 
ancy is  no  doubt  due  to  the  methods  which  had  to  be  employed 
in  measuring  the  elongation. 


RESDiiTs  OP  Tests  of  Wkought-Iron  Spboiicenb. 


Tempera- 
tare, 

Identify- 

Maximnm 

Load, 
Pounds. 

Diameter 

In 

Inches. 

Area  in 
Square 
Inches. 

Tensile 

Strength, 

Pounds  per 

Square  Inch. 

Per  Cent. 

of 
Normal. 

23 

2 

9,900 

.4991 

.19555 

60,600 

103.0 

25 

G 

10,800 

.6073 

.20210 

60,980 

103.8 

82 

• 

9,300 

.4925 

.19051 

48.820 

100.0 

150 

•     • 

9,000 

.4816 

.18206 

49,430 

100.7 

250 

H 

10,350 

.4935 

.19120 

54,010 

110.6 

250 

J 

10,550 

.4956 

.19291 

64,690 

112.2 

275 

7 

10,600 

.4906 

.18908 

66,070 

114.6 

820 

0 

11,200 

.4934 

.19120 

67,240 

116.9 

350 

I 

10,600 

.4791 

.18021 

58.820 

120.2 

385 

D 

11,600 

.5003 

.19666 

-  58,980 

120.3 

450 

A 

11,700 

.4986 

.19524 

59,920 

122.6 

450 

9 

11,800 

.4964 

.19354 

60.970 

124.8 

475 

+ 

11,700 

.4878 

.18689 

62,610 

128.0 

526 

E 

10,700 

.4667 

.17114 

62,520 

126.6 

530 

3 

11,700 

.5001 

.19644 

59,840 

122.3 

625 

8 

10,400 

.4931 

.19096 

54,450 

111.1 

700 

C 

8,650 

.4856 

.18513 

46,720 

96.8 

825 

F 

7,600 

.4960 

.19322 

39,830 

80.6 

Elonsm- 
tionm 
8  Inches. 


Inches 

'i!68 
2.10 
1.64 


.50 
.62 


.67 


.96 
1.58 
1.40 
1.27 
1.40 
1.8 


J\roe«.— Normal  is  here  taken  as  strength  at  70  to  80  degrees  Fahr. 
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Wrought  Iron. 


Tempera- 
tare, 

FRACTtntB. 

At  Poikt  of  Fracturk. 

Identify. 

.  Area  of 

^^SS^ 

Diameter 

Area  in 

Fracture 
in  Per 
Cent,  of 
Original 
Area. 

Fahr. 

Color. 

Character. 

in 
Inches. 

■ 

Square 
Inches. 

3 

23 

Normal. 

Silky. 

.3215 

.0811 

41.4 

G 

25 

•* 

(( 

.8260 

.0835 

41.2 

82 

«* 

Fibroas. 

.8820 

.0867 

45.4 

150 

BlaiBb. 

»« 

.8^90 

.0855 

46.9 

250 

** 

Silky. 

.8760 

.1111 

58.0 

275 

<t 

•' 

.8790 

.1128 

600 

820 

Normal. 

Silky  CryB. 



.... 

850 

♦' 

i*        t< 

.8782 

.ii28 

62.9 

D 

885 

<< 

Silky  Sit.  Crys. 

.4060 

.1295 

66.1 

450 

** 

Silky. 

.4943 

.1918 

99. 0(?) 

475 

Dark  Bronze. 

<t 

.8416 

.091? 

49.0 

E 

525 

Deep  Purple. 

Fibroas. 

.3546 

.0988 

57  6 

3 

580 

Dk.  Purp.  Bronze 
Dark  Bronze. 

«* 

.8892 

.1188 

66.7 

8 

625 

«« 

.8885 

.0901 

47.3 

C 

700 

Dark  Blue. 

Fibrous-necked. 

.8685 

.1054 

57.0 

F 

825 

Blae  Black. 

Silky. 

.3614 

.1026 

58.1 

Results  of  Test  of  Tool-Steel  Specimens. 


Tempera- 
tore. 

Identify- 
ing 
Mark. 

Maximum 
Load, 
Pounds. 

Diameter 

In 
Inches. 

Area  in 
Square 
Inches. 

Tensile 

Strength, 

Pounds  per 

Square  Inch. 

Per  Cent. 

of 
Normal. 

Elonga- 
tion In 
8  Inches. 

Inches. 

28 

....     0 

21,000 

.4976 

.19447 

107.990 

101.8 

.62 

73(a) 

:  :  : .  0 

26,600 

.5054 

.20063 

132,590 

125.0 

.77 

75(a) 

10    0 

25,800 

.4796 

.18065 

140,080 

132.0 

.66 

75 

N    0 

19,800 

.4877 

.18678 

106,000 

100.0 

.71 

160 

...     0 

21.100 

.4950 

.19244 

109.650 

103.4 

.47 

230 

..     0 

25.400 

.4944 

19198 

1:^2,310 

124.8 

.45 

300 

9    0 

28.900 

.5168 

.20928 

138.100 

130.3 

.97 

400 

8    0 

29,000 

.5046 

.19998 

145,020 

136.8 

B.  0. 

425 

8    0 

28,400 

.4993 

.19572 

145.200 

137.0 

1.10 

560 

:::    0 

24,900 

.4990 

.19557 

127.840 

120.0 

.94 

600 

11    0 

24,800 

.5074 

.20210 

120,170 

113.4 

.78 

700 

12    0 

22.400 

.4996 

.19603 

114,270 

107.6 

.86 

825 

:.:     0 

20,800 

.4991 

.19572 

108,740 

98.6 

.81 

Note.— (a)  These  specimens  were  bard,  and  not  of  same  character  as  re- 
nudoder  in  this  set  ;  for  this  reason  these  results  are  not  plotted. 
B.  0.  signifies  broke  outside  gauged  length. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


204      EFFECT  OF  TEMPERATURE   ON   WROUGHT  IRON   AND  STEEL. 


Tool  Steel. 


Tempera- 
ture, 

Fbacturk. 

At  Poikt  of  Fbacturi. 

Identify. 

Area  of 

Mark. 

Dejfrees 
Fahr. 

Color. 

Character. 

Diameter 

in 
Iuche#. 

Area  in 
Square 
Inches. 

'  Fracture 

in  Per 

Cent,  of 

Original 

Area. 

....     0 

28 

Normal. 

Oran.  Flat. 

.4756 

.1769 

91  0(?) 

.  :::  0 

73 

(I         i< 

.4540 

.1626 

79.2 

10  0 

75 

Gran.  &  Crys.  Flat. 
Gran,  and  Crys. 

.4214 

.1895 

77.5 

N  0 

75 

.4460 

.1562 

84.0 

...  0 

160 

i<               i? 

.4337 

.1477 

77.0 

..  0 

230 

Gran. 

.4394 

.1517 

79.4 

9  0 

800 

Gran,  and  Cry«. 

.4486 

.1544 

74  1 

80 

400 

Light  Straw. 

i<               ti 

.4905 

.1874 

94.0(T) 

8  0 

425 

Dark  Straw. 

Silky. 

.4327 

.1470 

75.5 

:::  0 

560 

Blue  Black. 

** 

.8870 

.1288 

63.6 

11  0 

•  600 

Deep  Blue. 

Silky-necked. 
Silky. 

.8400 

.0908 

44.8 

12  0 

700 

t*        «« 

.8693 

.1071 

54.8 

:  .  :  0 

826 

Blue  Black. 

SUky-ukd.  &  Cryp. 

.2880 

.0629 

32  1 

Results  of  Tests  of  Machinert-Steei^  Specimens. 


Tempera- 
ture, 

"Degrees 
Fahr. 

Identify, 
ins 

MMfk. 

Maximum 

Load. 
Pounds. 

Diameter 

In 
Inches. 

Area  in 
Square 
Inchea. 

TensUe 

Strength, 

Pounds  per 

Square  Inch. 

Per  Cent. 

of 
Normal. 

Elonca- 

tion  In 

8  Inchea. 

Inchei*. 

73 

X 

12,850 

.5073 

.2025 

68.660 

100.0 

1.7 

800 

4 

12.700 

.4853 

.1849 

68,680 

107.5 

.58  B.C. 

420 

1 

16.200 

.5120 

.2052 

78.680 

123.0 

B.C. 

525 

6 

23,400 

.5061 

.2011 

116.870 

183.0 

(( 

675 

6 

19.650 

.4866 

.1860 

105,660 

166.5 

1.02 

680 

2 

10.500 

.4797 

.1807 

58.120 

91.4 

1.22 

800 

7 

10,400 

.4886 

.1875 

55,460 

87.1 

1.42 

Machinery  Steel. 


Tempera- 
ture, 

Fracture. 

At  Point  of  FHAcrrRE. 

Identify- 

Area  of 

Marlr 

Decrees 

Diameter 

Area  in 

Fracture 

Fahr. 

Color. 

Character. 

in 
Inchen. 

Squar« 
Inches. 

in  Per 
Cent,  of 
Original 

Area. 

X 

73 

Normal. 

Silky. 

.8100 

.0757 

37  5 

4 

300 

** 

*' 

.8620 

.0973 

52.5 

1 

425 

** 

Silky-necked. 

.3^55 

.1166 

57.1 

5 

525 

Dark  Bronze. 

Gran,  and  Crrs. 

.4395 

.1517 

75.5 

6 

575 

Deep  Purple. 

Silky  Well  Nkd. 

.2860 

.0628 

33.7 

2 

675 

Deep  Blue. 

Silky  Fine  Crys. 
Silky  Well  Nkd. 

.2740 

.0590 

30.0 

7 

800 

<i        tt 

.2665 

.0657 

29.7 
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DISCUSSION. 

Frof.  H.  Wade  Hxbbard. — It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  "  nor- 
mal '*  oniformitj  of  all  the  test-pieces  of  any  one  metal,  as  the 
wrought  iron,  so  absolutely  essential  for  the  tmstworthiness  of 
such  an  investigation  as  this,  is  unknown.  Disappointment 
would  also  be  felt  with  this  paper  by  the  engineer  who  wishes 
to  know  better  what  material  to  use  where  it  is  to  be  subjected 
to  heat  There  is  a  frank  confession  of  the  meagreness  of  the 
knowledge  possessed  as  to  the  grade  of  the  metals.  No  chemi- 
cal compositions  are  given,  and  we  have  no  means  of  knowing 
the  purity  of  the  metals,  the  chief  hardening  element,  the  per- 
centages of  elements  producing  cold  or  hot  shortness,  or  any- 
thing else.  The  paper  tells  us  that  some  miscellaneous  wrought 
iron  and  machinery  steel  behaves  in  a  certain  way.  An  engineer 
is  not  going  to  use  a  vague  material  for  any  place  where  the 
part  must  be  designed  as  light  as  is  consistent  with  safety. 
He  will  use  a  material  conforming  to  certain  specifications  for 
manufacture,  chemical  composition,  and  physical  tests. 

The  engineering  world  is  already  very  well  informed  upon  the 
general  effect  of  temperature  on  strength  and  ductility.  Dur* 
ing  the  past  sixty  years  there  have  been  numerous  published 
experiments  upon  this  subject;  many  with  quite  insufficient 
data,  but  some  with  a  thoroughness  of  investigation  truly  refresh- 
ing and  practically  valuable.  It  was  the  privilege  of  the  writer 
to  contribute  an  article  giving  somewhat  of  an  account  of  these, 
including  other  engineering  metals  than  the  ferrous,  to  the 
BaUroad  Gazette  of  May  6  and  20,  1892.  There  is  still  room  for 
the  careful  experimenter  to  enlighten  us  with  profit  upon  the 
behavior  under  heat  of  the  different  metals  commonly  selected 
for  such  places.  It  is  not  possible  as  yet  to  give  too  complete 
and  up-to-date  information.  It  is  needed,  and  not  the  least,  by 
the  locomotive  and  marine  engineers,  who  are  constantly  striv- 
ing for  lightness  of  details  that  the  profitable  concentrated 
power  for  train  or  ship  may  be  increased. 

From  a  Gterman  test  quoted  in  the  Iron  Age  of  December  4, 
1890,  it  appears  that  for  the  excellent,  mild,  carbon  steels  there 
carefully  described  the  maximum  ultimate  strengths  come  at 
from  400  degrees  to  500  degrees  Fahr.,  thence  falling  rapidly 
away  In  the  tests  a  "  yield-point "  is  noted,  above  the  strictly 
elastic  limit  within  which  load  and  stretch  keep  proportional. 
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where  the  metal  suddenly  gives  way  and  flows  in  a  very  marked 
degree.  The  yield-point  strengths  at  the  different  temperatures 
do  not  at  all  follow  the  law  of  the  ultimate  strengths,  but  grow 
steadily  less  as  the  heat  increases  from  freezing  to  1,000  degrees. 
As  it  is  with  the  safe  load,  far  under  the  yield-point,  rather 
than  with  the  ultimate  load,  that  the  designing  engineer  is  chiefly 
concerned,  the  test  shows  that  those  steels  do  not  even  ofliset 
with  increased  strength  what  they  lose  in  ductility.  In  this 
latter  they  decreased  from  freezing  to  a  minimum  at  the  tem- 
perature of  deep  straw  to  purple  bronze,  400  degrees  to  600 
degrees  Fahr.,  and  then  increased. 

1  doubt  if  we  have  yet  fully  learned  the  lesson  of  this  brittle 
region.  With  the  very  high  steam  pressures  in  use  to-day,  and 
predicted  for  the  future  (and  250  pounds  is  406  degrees  Fahr.), 
I  believe  it  would  be  advisable  to  provide  in  some  of  our  metal 
speciflcations  for  tests  at  the  blue  heat. 

Mr.  0u8.  C.  Renning. — I  have  read  this  paper  with  a  good 
deal  of  interest,  and  undoubtedly  the  results  obtained,  although 
meagre,  are  what  have  been  found  to  be  true.  I  regret  very 
much  that  with  the  facilities  at  Cornell  University  the  work  was 
not  carried  to  a  more  satisfactory  conclusion,  and  that  the  tests 
were  to  this  extent  incomplete.  It  would  not  have  taken  very 
much  more  time  and  trouble  to  make  them  very  complete 
indeed,  so  as  to  be  able  to  connect  them  with  the  work  which 
has  been  done  abroad.  In  the  laboratory  at  Charlottenburg  in 
Berlin  they  have  gone  through  this  investigation  of  the  strength 
of  materials  under  varying  temperatures,  surrounded  by  the 
ordinary  atmospheric  temperatures,  such  as  are  usual  in  rooms, 
and  have  studied  it  from  every  point  of  view.  They  have  deter- 
mined not  only  the  breaking  strength  and  ultimate  elongation, 
but  also  the  capacity  for  doing  work,  the  resistance  to  being 
worked  in  machines  by  machine  tools,  the  change  in  elasticity 
within  the  elastic  limit  and  beyond.  Not  only  have  they  inves- 
tigated wrought  iron,  steel,  and  tool  steel,  but  also  bronzes  and 
alloys  of  different  kinds,  and  the  last  of  the  reports,  a  continua- 
tion of  work  done  by  Professor  Martens  between  the  years  1887 
and  1890,  published  in  StaM  wvd  JEisen,  1890,  number  20,  is 
abstracted  in  number  13  of  Stahl  und  Eiseny  1895,  July  1,  and 
reported  by  Professor  Budloff,  the  assistant  of  Professor  Mar- 
tens, who  uses  similar  apparatus  in  order  to  get  comparable 
results.     On  the  charts  1  and  2  herewith  (Figs.  43  and  44)  I  have 
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plotted  all  the  results  obtained  by  Bndloff  relating  to  wrought 
iron  and  steel,  taken  from  tables  A  and  B,  also  given,  and  they 
can  be  compared  with  the  curves  of  similar  material  tested  by 
Professor  Carpenter,  and  the  results  are  similar.  A  com- 
parison of  the  curves  and  data  given  in  the  paper  with  those 
I  give  will  show  the  similarity  clearly.  He  says  wrought  iron 
and  mild  steel  show  a  decrease  of  elastic  limit  of  about  50  per 
cent,  up  to  570  degrees  as  differing  from  the  temperature  of  the 
That  is,  an  elevation  of  temperature  of  570  degrees ; 


room. 


Cbart  1. 


Chart  3* 


100         aoo         800 

WROUQHT  IRON 
FlO.  43. 


400«O 


lOO        aoo         800 

MARTIN  STCCL 
FlO.    44. 


400*>O 


while  the  tenacities  increase  about  40  per  ceni  up  to  570 
degrees  temperature;  that  is,  at  the  570-degree  temperature 
line,  where  the  maximum  strength  is  observed,  the  loss  of  duc- 
tility is  very  considerable.  It  appears  that  the  harmful  influ- 
ence of  heating  up  to  that  temperature  of  570  degrees  on  the 
possibility  of  working  the  material,  which  was  illustrated  by  the 
previous  tests  by  Professor  Martens,  also  exists  for  the  ordi- 
nary low  or  mild  steels ;  temperatures  above  600  degrees  show  a 
decrease  of  strength,  as  Professor  Carpenter  has  demonstrated. 
The  elongation  up  to  rupture  grows  very  considerably,  while  in 
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TABLE  A. 


MaTKBZAXm 


Wronghtlron. 


Martin  Steel 
(forStaybollB). 


•I 
ll 


14.6  >     Watery      ( 

96  f     Vapor.       ) 

218  >  Naphthaline  j 

292  r     vapors.     } 

400  Metallic  Bath. 

15  I      Watery      j 

96  f     Vapor.       » 
2161 1  Naphthaline] 

808  f     vapors.      J 

898  Metallic  Bath. 


.8987 
.3898 
.8937 
.8987 


.1109 
.1169 
.1198 
.1198 
.1198 

.1217 
.1198 
.1217 
.1217 
.1198 


•5^ 


29,508,000 
29,195.000 
26,640,000 
23,080,000 
21^,000 

29,295,000 
80,148,000 
29,720,000 
86,920,000 
1^,082,000 


26,450 

27,440 

14,060 

7,895 

6,400 

86,550 
83,560 
27,;^ 
18,840 
9,e70 


s 


88,870  I  60,900 
29,010  1  55,170 
19,840  I  67,260 
18,490  I  68,820 
16,920  45,790 


88.880 
88,890 
33,990 
28,820 
18,910 


68,710 
66,270 
79,850 
75,290 
58,450 


pR.  CT.  of 

El^NOATION 

i 

s 

< 

■< 

a 

o 

35.8 

80.3 

19.0 

16.1 

20.0 

17.7 

84.4 

89.9 

49.6 

40.2 

84.4 

30.2 

19.8 

16.8 

19.8 

17.8 

83.6 

30.1 

81.6 

28.6 

II 


55.0 
47.9 
45.7 
49.8 
59.8 

59.6 
51.1 
40.8 
56.4 
80.8 


TABLE  B. 
Relative  Values  of  Wrought  Iron  and  Steel. 


Tempera- 
ture. 

Elastic 
Limit. 

Yield 
Point. 

Tenacity. 

Elonc. 
30Pr.Ct. 

Redac- 
tion. 

Wrouglit  Iron 

100 

108 

100 

110 

54 

87 

200 

55 

67 

134 

57 

83 

800 

29 

64 

138 

94 

90 

400 

25 

59 

91 

140 

109 

Steel 

100 

92 

99 

108 

56 

86 

200 

76 

88 

125 

56 

69 

800 

50 

60 

118 

98 

98 

400 

26 

48 

92 

92 

52 

the  case  of  steel  it  again  decreases  after  700  degrees.  It  is  not 
only  an  increase  of  elongation,  for  when  you  get  up  to  700 
degrees,  beyond  where  Professor  Carpenter's  tests  stop,  the  curve 
drops  down  again  very  quickly,  which  is  important.  The 
apparatus  has  been  used  for  many  years  and  is  fully,  shown  in 
StaU  und  Eisen^  and  it  is  pointed  out  that  that  mirror  apparatus 
is  used  for  elongation  because  that  is  about  the  only  apparatus 
which  can  be  used  for  that  purpose.  Nothing  is  attached  to  the 
test-piece  except  two  bars  with  a  spring  clamp,  and  the  elonga- 
tion of  those  two  bars  under  the  temperature  changes  can  be 
calculated.     The  extension  of  the  mirror  which  is  outside  the 
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heated  chamber  is  not  a£fected  at  all,  and  the  correction  can 
easily  be  made  for  the  two  springs  which  transmit  the  extension 
of  the  test-piece  to  the  reflecting  mirrors  from  which  the 
reflected  scales  are  read.  I  am  snre  Professor  Carpenter  ought 
to  try  to  get  this  apparatus. 

Now  in  regard  to  the  general  conclusions  of  Professor  Car- 
penter referring  to  low  temperature,  papers  presented  by  Pro- 
fessor Steiner  and  Dr.  .GoUner  at  Zurich  show  that  for  abnor- 
mally low  temperature — we  do  not  talk  of  20  degrees  below — 
the  strength  of  the  iron  and  steel  increases  immensely,  so  that  it 
is  material  such  as  we  do  not  know  of  at  the  present  time  for 
ordinary  use.  They  have,  however,  no  ductility  whatever  ;  not 
one-half  per  cent,  ductility  at,  say,  200  degrees  below  zero.  The 
point  of  beginning  of  curves  by  Professor  Carpenter  should  be 
about  70  degrees ;  then  the  strength  decreases  at  100  degrees, 
and  then  it  begins  to  increase  again.  Now,  if  these  tests  had 
been  made  a  little  lower  down,  we  should  have  found  a  slight  in- 
crease, and  then  what  comes  between  50  degrees  above  and  20  be- 
low zero  we  do  not  know.  Unfortunately  the  most  important  point 
of  the  qualities  of  materials  which  we  have  talked  about  so 
much,  and  investigated  so  much,  we  know  nothing  about.  When 
we  come  to  this  diagram,  away  back  here  to  60  degrees  below 
zero,  we  know  what  the  changes  in  the '  material  are  under  the 
effect  of  abnormally  low  temperatures,  but  we  do  not  know  what 
happens  under  moderate  temperatures,  because  all  the  tests 
that  have  been  made  are  absolutely  valueless  on  account  of  not 
taking  sufficient  pains  in  investigating.  One  man  will  observe 
one  thing  and  another  man  another,  and  because  each  omits  just 
the  other  part  of  the  investigation  his  results  are  really  worth- 
less. Now,  if  the  elongation  and  the  elasticity  of  the  material 
were  observed,  say,  from  100  degrees  down  as  a  minimum,  and 
then  to  about  50  degrees  below  freezing,  which  are  temperatures 
which  can  easily  be  reached  in  the  laboratory,  then  we  will  get 
the  most  valuable  information  about  what  are  called  abnormal 
fractures  of  rails,  say,  or  other  materials  in  use. 

Mr.  n.  de  B,  Parsons, — Perhaps  it  would  be  interesting  to 
some  of  the  members  of  the  Society  to  hear  the  result  of  some 
experiments  which  have  been  made  at  my  suggestion  by  the 
Committee  on  Fire-Proofing  Tests,  of  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  be  a  member.  We  made  some  experiments  at  the  Carnegie 
Steel  Company's  Works,  on  the  expansion  and  contraction  of 
14 
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steel  beams  under  high  temperatures,  and  the  results  were 
much  higher  than  had  been  expeoted.  It  appears  that  at  tem- 
peratures of  about  2,000  degrees  Fahr.  steel  beams  will  expand 
and  contract  from  1.6  to  1.9  per  cent,  of  their  length,  which 
would  represent  in  a  30-foot  beam  an  expansion  of  from  6|  to 
7  inches— rather  more  than  most  people  think.  A  full  account 
of  the  experiment  and  the  extensions  obtained  will  appear  in 
the  committee's  report.  This  i^  a  little  digression,  perhaps, 
from  the  purport  of  the  paper,  but  it  is  rather  interesting  in 
connection  with  the  subject,  because  it  bears  upon  the  behavior 
of  the  metal  under  high  temperatures. 

Mr,  Henning. — I  would  like  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
those  experiments  are  identically  in  line  with  those  made  bj 
Mr.  Keep ;  that  we  found  about  two  per  cent,  expansion  at  those 
temperatures  with  steel.  We  have  not  yet  concluded  the  ex- 
periments, however.  I  suppose  that  you  did  not  keep  a  record 
of  the  changes  of  expansion  during  the  temperatures ;  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Parsons, — No.  We  were  after  the  total  expansion.  The 
investigation  was  started  to  determine  the  expansion  which  could 
be  expected  in  steel  beams  in  so-called  skeleton-construction 
buildings,  in  order  to  determine  how  much  the  expansion  would 
be  in  a  floor  beam  subjected  to  the  heat  of  a  hot  fire.  We  did 
not  take  measurements  at  different  temperatures. 

Mr.  Henning, — This  change  of  length  is  due  to  crystallo- 
graphic  changes  of  material,  because  at  those  high  tempera- 
tures the  metal  of  your  steel  beam  becomes  mobile,  and  the 
curve  that  should  have  been  observed  instead  of  following 
simple  maximum  elongation  would  have  been  quite  different. 
The  beam  begins  to  expand,  and  then  expands  at  a  certain 
point  very  rapidly,  and  then  the  expansion  would  cease,  and 
the  beam  would  shorten  considerably,  and  then  there  would  be 
another  expansion,  and  with  a  slight  rise  of  temperature  would 
reach  the  melting  point.  This  expansion  would  be  two  per  cent. 
While  if  this  expansion  were  measured  at  a  point  only  100 
degrees  higher  than  this  maximum  expansion  would  be  less. 
Further  on  it  would  be  greater  again.  The  expansion  ought  to 
be  observed  continuously  so  as  to  find  out  what  the  variation  is  at 
different  temperatures,  because  those  expansions  are  due  to  crys- 
tallographic  changes  in  the  material,  and  there  is  no  telling 
whether  the  material  will  hold  together  or  not  when  a  load  is 
applied.     We  have  found  that  iron  is  almost  amorphous.     If, 
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when  in  that  condition,  it  is  struck  or  picked  up  with  tongs, 
it  will  fall  to  pieces  at  such  high  temperatures.  It  is  the  same 
with  cast  iron.  We  have  taken  bars  of  cast  iron,  and  by  simply 
picking  them  up  with  a  pair  of  tongs  they  would  break  in  two. 

A  Member, — What  is  that  temperature  ? 

Mr,  Eennmg. — That  varies  according  to  the  material.  In 
cast  iron  it  is  probably  1,200  or  1,300  degrees;  in  steel  it  is 
higher.  In  wrought  iron  it  is  something  less  again.  It  depends 
entirely  on  the  particular  material  you  are  investigating,  be- 
cause that  depends  on  the  crystallographic  structure  and  some- 
what upon  some  of  the  elements  contained  therein. 

Professor  Carpenter. — I  do  not  know  that  there  is  anything 
particular  to  be  said,  as  all  of  the  discussion  has  been  confirma- 
tory of  the  general  results  given  here.  I  might  say  more  dis- 
tinctly that  the  difficulties  experienced  in  measuring  extension 
during  the  application  of  heat  were  quite  serious  ;  Mr.  Henning 
has  referred  to  that.  Our  difficulties  were  due,  of  course,  to  the 
fact  that  we  did  not  have  the  kind  of  apparatus  described  by 
him,  which  is  a  form  recently  designed,  and  which  I  believe  has 
been  perfected  in  this  country ;  this  will,  no  doubt,  show  such 
changes  during  process  of  heating.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  may 
logically  conclude,  since  the  general  results  with  a  variety  of 
test-pieces  are  so  nearly  alike,  that  the  composition  of  the  mate- 
rial does  not  have  a  very  great  effect.  No  doubt  the  exact  tem- 
perature at  which  the  maximum  strength  is  found  differs  a 
little  with  different  materials,  but  nevertheless  the  same  general 
law  as  to  variation  in  strength  with  changes  of  temperature 
seems  to  hold,  whether  the  material  contains  little  or  consider- 
able carbon— in  other  words,  is  pure  iron  or  steel ;  so  that  I 
think  the  general  results  described  in  the  paper  will  be  con- 
firmed by  later  and  more  complete  investigations ;  indeed,  Mr. 
Henning  has  shown  they  have  been  confirmed  by  the  experts 
in  this  line  of  work  in  Germany. 
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DCLXXV« 

EXPERIMENTAL  METHOD  OF  DETERMIKING  THE 
EFFECTIVE  CENTRE  OF  THE  LIGHT  EMITTED 
FROM  A   STANDARD  PHOTOMETRIC  BURNER. 

BT  D.   8.  JACOBUS,   HOBOKSIT,  K.  J. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

[Note. — As  maDv  engineers  have  to  supervise  photometric  meMBorements,  and 
the  burner  described  herein  is  of  the  form  often  used  for  such  work,  the  follow- 
ing method  of  determining  the  effective  centre  of  such  a  burner  is  considered  of 
sufficient  interest  to  many  members  of  the  Society  to  warrant  presentation.] 

In  tests  of  car  lamps  made  by  the  Department  of  Tests  of  the 
Stevens  Institute  during  the  past  spring  and  summer,  it  was 
necessary  to  employ  a  burner  of  about  six-candle  power  as  a 
standard  of  light.  The  burner  selected  was  a  Sugg  Argand  gas 
burner,  size  i?,  fitted  with  an  opaque  screen  of  the  Edgerton 
pattern,  which  passed  over  a  glass  chimney.  The  opening  for  the 
emission  of  light  was  arranged  so  that  the  top  and  the  lower 
part  of  the  flame  were  obscured  from  view,  as  shown  in  Fig.  45 ; 
whereas  the  horizontal  width  of  the  slot  was  made  greater  than 
the  diameter  of  the  flame.  The  horizontal  width,  AB^  of  the 
slot  was  one  and  one-half  inches,  and  its  height,  CD,  was  thir- 
teen thirty-seconds  of  an  inch.  The  diameter  of  the  opaque 
screen  was  one  and  seven-eighths  inches.  The  back  of  the  screen 
opposite  the  slot  was  cut  away  so  as  to  prevent  reflected  light 
from  being  thrown  back  and  through  the  slot. 

In  this  class  of  a  screen  and  burner  the  distances  employed  in 
calculating  candle-power  measurements  are  often  measured  to 
the  geometrical  centre  of  the  flame.  Any  error  so  involved  will 
be  a  small  one,  if  the  illuminated  disc  of  the  photometer  is  used 
at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  burner,  and  in  about  the  same 
position  which  it  occupied  when  the  burner  was  calibrated  by 


*  Presented  at  the  New  York  meeting  (December,  1895)  of  the  American 
Society  of  MechaDical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the 
TVantaction^. 
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means  of  candles.     In  our  tests,  however,  the  burner  had  to  be 
used  in  positions  near  to,  as  well  as  far  away  from,  the  disc ;  so 
that  it  was  necessary  to  determine  the  eflfective  centre  of  the  light 
which  it  emitted. 
The  method  of  determining  the  eflfective  centre  was  as  follows : 

The  photometer  disc  was  set  at 
Ai  in  Fig.  46,  at  a  distance  Ci  from 
the  candles  Cj  and  the  standard 
burner  was  brought  to  a  position, 
Bi,  at  which  there  was  an  equal 
illumination  on  the  two  sides  of 
the  photometer  disc  at  Ai.  The 
distance,  hi,  from  the  disc  to  the 
geometrical  centre  of  the  burner 
was  then  recorded.  The  disc  was 
then  moved  to  another  position, 
A2,  at  the  distance  Cjj  from  the 
candles,  and   the  corresponding 
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Fig.  46. 


distance,  J^,  from  the  disc  to  the  burner  was  recorded.  The  disc 
was  then  set  back  to  its  first  position  at  A^  and  a  second  read- 
ing of  bi  obtained.  It  was  then  moved  to  A2,  and  then  back  to 
J-i,  and  so  on  until  a  number  of  readings  of  bi  and  Sj  were  ob- 
tained. After  a  suflBcient  number  of  readings  was  taken  to 
eliminate  any  irregularity  due  to  variations  of  light  emitted  from 
the  candles,  the  results  were  averaged,  and  the  distance,  x,  of  the 
effective  light  centre  from  the  geometrical  centre  of  the  flame 
was  found  by  means  of  the  formula : — 


aj  =  &i  — 


^2  —  bi 

^1 


The  results  of  the  experiments  are  given  in  Table  I.,  and  show 
that  the  effective  light  centre  of  the  burner  was  about  nine-tenths 
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of  an  inch  from  the  geometrical  centre  of  the  flame  and  entirely 
outside  the  flame  as  indicated  in  Fig.  45. 

TABLE  I. 

Results  of  Tests  to  Dbterminb  the  Distanob  from  thb  Qbombtrical 
Gbntbb  of  a  Stakdard  Photohbtrio  Burner  to  the  Effectiys 
Centre  of  the  Light  which  it  Emits. 


No.  of 
Tttt. 

Date,  1896. 

Number  of 
Seta  of  Bead- 
ings  Aver- 
aged. 

Diatances  ftom 
Candles  to  Photom- 
eter Disc,  in  Inches. 

Averaffe  Distancea 

from  Photometer 

Diac  to  Bnmer,  in 

Inchea. 

Distance  from 
Geometrical  Cen- 
tre of  Flame  to 
Effective  Light 
Centre  of  Borner 

Cv 

C%' 

*i. 

K 

1 
2 
8 

4 
6 

May  11 
**     24 
"    24 
"    24 

*•    28 

21 

15 

9 

9 

80 

10 

10 

7 

9 

10 

16 

15 

14 

13.5 

15 

19.44 
18.77 
12.95 
16.76 
18.44 
Average 

28.70 
27.71 
25.00 
24.70 
27.82 

0.92 
0.89 
0.90 
0.88 
0.88 
0.89 

The  candles  do  not  have  to  be  corrected  for  variations  in  the 
rate  at  which  the  paraffine  is  burned.  All  that  is  necessary  to 
insure  accuracy  is  to  make  a  number  of  observations,  changing  the 
distance  of  the  photometer  disc  from  the  candles  each  time  a 
reading  is  taken,  as  has  already  been  explained,  and  employing 
the  average  figures  in  the  formula.  When  this  is  done  any  vari- 
ation of  the  light  which  is  emitted  by  the  candles  during  the  test 
will  affect  the  average  values  of  hi  and  5,  in  such  a  way  as  not 
to  alter  the  value  of  x. 

The  error  involved,  if  all  measurements  were  made  from  the 
axis  of  the  burner  instead  of  the  effective  centre,  both  in  calibrat- 
ing and  in  using  the  standard  burner,  would  have  been  as  a  maxi- 
mum about  ten  per  cent,  in  the  lamp  tests  which  we  made.  In 
these  the  effective  centre  of  the  burner  was  placed  at  a  distance 
of  sixty  inches  from  two  standard  candles  in  calibrating  the 
burner,  and  the  minimum  distance  at  which  the  burner,  when 
used  as  a  standard,  was  placed  from  the  photometer  disc  was 
about  twelve  inches. 

An  ordinary  way  of  using  the  burner  is  to  place  it  sixty  inches 
from  two  standard  candles  to  calibrate  it,  and  then  set  it  sixty 
inches  from  the  flame  of  which  the  candle  power  is  to  be  deter- 
mined, all  distances  being  measured  from  the  axis  of  the  burner. 
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If  calibrated  and  used  in  this  way,  there  is  an  error  of  about 
three  and  three-quarters  per  cent,  for  a  flame  of  twenty-candle 
power,  and  of  about  six  per  cent,  for  a  flame  of  forty-candle 
power. 

Another  way  in  which  the  burner  is  calibrated  is  to  measure 
the  candle  power  of  a  uniform  gas  flame,  first  with  candles  and 
then  with  the  burner,  and  repeat  the  two  operations  until  an 
average  figure  is  obtained.  When  this  is  done  there  is  but  a 
small  error  involved  in  measuring  from  the  axis  of  the  burner, 
provided  the  gas  flame  which  is  measured  is  of  about  the  same 
candle  power  as  the  flame  which  was  employed  for  calibrating 
the  burner,  so  that  the  distance  from  the  standard  burner  to  the 
photometer  disc  is  about  the  same  in  both  cases.  If  the  burner 
is  calibrated  at  sixty  inches  from  a  gas  flame  of  twenty-four  can- 
dles, and  is  used  at  the  same  distance  to  measure  the  intensity  of 
a  flame  of  sixteen-candle  power,  there  will  be  an  error  of  about 
one  per  cent. 

The  method  of  deriving  the  equation  to  determine  the  value 
of  X  is  as  follows : 

The  average  amount  of  light  produced  by  the  candles  is  the 
same  for  the  two  positions  Ai  and  A2  of  the  photometer  disc. 
Let  the  light  produced  by  the  candles  be  N  candle  power. 
Then  we  have  for  the  candle  power  P  of  the  burner  when  the 
photometer  disc  is  at  Ai 


c^ 


For  the  disc  at  A^  we  have 


i2 


From  these  two  equations  we  have 

6i  —  X      1)2  —  X 

From  which  we  obtain 

^-1 


Digitized  by 


Google 


216       DETERMINING  CENTRE  OF  LIGHT  FROM  PHOTOMETRIC  BURNER. 


DISCUSSION. 

Mr,  William  Kent. — I  would  like  to  ask  Professor  Jacobns  if 
the  centre  of  light  which  they  found  there  is  not  about  where  the 
glass  is  in  the  burner. 

Professor  Jacobus, — The  eflfective  centre  of  the  light  is  near 
the  inner  side  of  the  glass.  On  considering  the  matter  we  can 
see  that  it  will  not  be  at  the  geometrical  centre  of  the  burner, 
although  before  the  experiments  were  made  we  did  not  expect 
to  find  as  great  a  difference  as  nine-tenths  of  an  inch. 

Mr,  Kent. — I  would  like  to  have  some  idea  of  the  theory  of 
how  he  explains  that  movement  of  the  centre,  or  what  the 
theoretical  reason  is  for  the  displacement  of  the  centre. 

Professor  Jacobus. — If  an  opaque  screen  containing  a  very 
small  orifice  is  placed  in  front  of  and  parallel  to  a  uniformly  flat 
flame  of  a  large  area,  the  light  which  passes  through  the  orifice 
will  travel  in  a  system  of  straight  lines,  the  centre  of  which  will 
be  at  the  orifice.  If  we  consider  the  cone  of  light  which  falls 
on  the  photometer  disc,  if  the  latter  is  small  enough  to  be  taken 
as  a  portion  of  the  surface  of  a  sphere,  the  centre  of  which  is  at 
the  orifice,  the  intensity  of  this  light  will  be  nearly  uniform 
over  the  surface,  and  will  vary  as  the  square  of  the  radius  of  the 
sphere,  or  as  the  square  of  the  distance  from  the  orifice.  With 
an  orifice  which  is  small  in  comparison  to  the  flame,  therefore, 
the  effective  centre  is  very  nearly  at  the  centre  of  the  orifice. 

With  a  uniform  flat  flame  parallel  to  a  larger  orifice,  and  laige 
enough  to  include  the  bases  of  all  cones  of  rays  passing  through 
the  orifice  and  having  their  apexes  on  the  photometer  disc,  the 
effective  centre  will  be  at  the  centre  of  the  orifice.  This  is 
illustrated  in  Fig.  47,  where  the  cones  GUI  and  LMX  have 
their  elements  tangent  to  the  circumference  of  the  orifice  X>,  and 
are  intersected  by  the  flat  flame  AB^  which  is  large  enough  in 
area  to  extend  beyond  the  bases  (r/and  LN  of  the  cones. 

To  demonstrate  that  in  this  case  the  effective  centre  will  be 
at  the  centre  of  the  orifice,  we  may  assume  the  orifice  to  be 
divided  into  a  number  of  small  sections,  each  of  which  is  the 
apex  of  a  cone  of  light,  and  as  all  of  the  cones  of  light  are  simi- 
larly circumstanced,  the  total  effect  on  the  photometer  disc  will 
be  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  small  sections  into  the  effect  pro- 
duced by  one  of  the  sections,  or  will  vary  directly  as  the  area 
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of  the  orifice  divided  by  the  square  of  the  distance  to  the  pho- 
tometer disc. 

That  the  effective  centre  will  be  at  the  orifice  in  the  case  just 
considered  may  also  be  shown  in  the  following  way :  The  por- 
tion of  the  area  of  the  flame  ABy  Fig.  47,  which  illuminates  a 

particular  point  on  the  photometer  disc,  is  equal  to  — ^^-^ — '— 

in  which  K=^  the  area  of  the  orifice.  The  intensity  of  the  illu- 
mination will  vary  directly  as  the  exposed  flame  area  for  all 
points  in  the  photometer  disc,  and  inversely  as  the  square  of 
the  distance  {d  -f  b)  for  the  centre  point  of  the  disc,  and  nearly 
in  the  same  ratio  for  all  other  points  in  the  disc.  Hence  the 
intensity  of  the  illumination  of  the  photometer  disc,  for  different 

{>ositions  from  the  flame,  will  vary  as  — ^^ — -  -5-  (&  +  ^  =  wJ 

or  inversely  as  the  square  of  the  distance  &,  measured  from  the 
orifice. 

With  a  flame  which  is  not 
uniform  it  is  hard  to  predict 
from  which  point  in  the 
burner  the  distance  h  should 
be  measured.  The  condi- 
tions in  general  are  such 
that  the  position  is  some- 
where between  the  orifice  and  the  geometrical  centre  of  the 
flame.  With  a  uniform  flat  flame,  as  shown  in  Fig.  47,  arranged 
with  a  wide  slit  so  as  to  cut  off  the  light  only  from  the  top  and 
bottom  of  the  flame,  the  variation  of  the  area  of  the  flame  ex- 
I  posed  to  a  given  point  on  the  photometer  disc  would  be  about 
.  one-half  as  great  as  for  an  orifice  which  would  cut  off  the  sides 
*  as  well  as  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  flame ;  and  therefore  the 
effective  centre  would  be  about  midway  between  the  flame  ai\d 
the  screen.  This  holds  only  when  the  distance  d  of  the  flame 
from  the  screen  is  small  in  proportion  to  the  distance  h  of  the 
screen  from  the  photometer  disc.  With  a  circular  flame  the 
analysis  becomes  more  complicated,  partly  because  the  trans- 
parency of  the  flame  to  its  oWn  light  must  be  considered.  In 
an  exact  analysis  we  must  also  include  the  effect  of  reflection 
from  the  side  of  the  glass  chimney  opposite  the  slit,  and  the 
effect  of  the  glass  in  slightly  diffiising  the  light.  In  most  prac- 
tical cases,  therefore,  it  is  much  better  to  determine  the  effective 


Fio.  47. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


218       DETERMINING  CENTRE  OF  LIGHT  FROM  PHOTOMETRIC  BURNER. 

centre  experimentally  than  to  rely  on  a  theoretical  compu- 
tation. 

Mr.  H,  H.  Suplee. — ^I  would  like  to  ask  Professor  Jacobus  if 
the  theory  which  he  has  just  explained  is  not  practically  identical 
with  the  proper  location  of  the  diaphragm  in  a  photographic 
lens.  There  the  exact  focal  distance  is  governed  somewhat  by 
the  location  of  the  diaphragm,  especially  when  the  spot  is  very 
small,  while  a  very  large  spot  in  the  lens  practically  eliminates 
this  effect  altogether.  I  refer  especially  to  simple  lenses  with 
the  diaphragm  in  front  of  the  lens. 

Professor  Jacohus, — ^It  would  appear  to  be  the  same  thing. 
Although  I  have  never  examined  the  theory  of  the  lens,  I  can 
see  what  you  refer  to  is  similar  to  the  action  which  occurs  in 
the  burner. 
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DCLXXVI.* 

SOME  DATA    RELATING    TO    FORGE-SHOP  DESIGN. 

BT  PAUL  XILLXK  OHAVBKBUON,  AGRICVLTURAIi  OOLLXOE,  MICH. 

(Jnnior  Member  of  the  Society.) 

DiTBiNo  the  winter  of  1898-94:  a  new  forge  shop  was  erected  for 
the  mechanical  department  of  the  Michigan  Agricultural  College. 
Some  features  of  its  arrangement  and  data  regarding  air  blast  and 
suction  for  smoke  expulsion  may  prove  of  interest.  The  floor  of 
the  shop  is  30  feet  by  40  feet,  and  is  set  with  twenty  forges  in 
pairs  as  per  plan  view,  Fig.  49.  A  general  view  is  reproduced  from 
a  photograph  in  Fig.  48.  The  forges  were  not  designed  for  the 
arrangement,  but  ten  of  them  being  on  hand  they  were  used,  and 
the  hoods  and  duplicate  forges  were  for  the  most  part  made  by 
the  students.  The  hoods  and  smoke-flues  could  not  be  suspended 
from  above  in  the  usual  manner  without  cluttering  up  the  room 
and  obstructing  the  instructor's  view.  The  smoke  hoods  and 
pipes  were  consequently  arranged  as  shown  in  elevation  in  Fig.  50 
-—a  scheme  which  was  thought  by  the  writer  at  that  time  to  be 
entirely  new.  The  blower  and  exhaust  fan  were  placed  on  a 
j^tform,  as  shown,  to  save  floor  space,  and  for  like  reason  a 
bracket  engine  was  used.  Correspondence  with  builders  of  fans 
elicited  such  conflicting  advice  as  to  capacities  necessary,  that 
some  crude  experiments  were  undertaken,  which  resulted  in  de- 
ciding on  using  a  blower  with  an  outlet  six  inches  in  diameter 
which  had  been  used  in  the  old  shop,  a  present  from  the  B.  F. 
Sturtevant  Company  to  the  college  some  years  ago,  and  an 
exhaust  fan,  having  an  inlet  fifteen  inches  in  diameter,  purchased 
from  the  Boston  Blower  Company.  The  blower  has  since  been 
removed  to  supply  the  cupola,  and  replaced  with  a  nameless 
blower  having  an  outlet  of  five  inches.  The  hoods  are  made  of 
cast  iron  and  fitted  with  gates.  Different  heights  for  hood  above 
the  fire  were  tried  up  to  twelve  inches,  showing  little  decrease  of 

*  Presented  at  the  New  York  meeting  (December,  1895)  of  the  American 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volome  XVII.  of  the 
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^flBciency,  but  were  finally  located  about  six  inches  above  the  top 
-of  the  forge,  being  sufficiently  out  of  the  way  of  the  fire  and 
affording  a  better  view  in  the  room.  The  smoke-flue  leading  from 
each  pair  of  hoods  is  made  of  galvanized  iron,  number  twenty 
gauge,  and  is  five  inches  in  diameter,  gradually  enlarging  towards 
the  main  pipe  to  give  equal  drafts  to  the  different  hoods.  The 
blast-pipe  is  also  made  of  galvanized  iron,  number  twenty-two 
gauge,  and  reduces  to  a  diameter  of  two  inches,  where  it  meets 
the  tee  leading  to  the  two  forges.     The  tuyeres  caps  are  common 


□ 
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Fig.  49. 


two-inch  caps  drilled  with  twenty-five  quarter-inch  holes  counter- 
sunk conically  from  the  under  side.  The  smoke  and  blast  pipes 
are  carried  under  ground  in  a  box  trench  made  of  two-inch  oak 
tarred  on  the  outside,  and  made  with  removable  covers.  (Figs.  51 
and  52.)  Two  years  of  use  have  not  developed  signs  of  necessity 
for  their  removal  for  repairs  or  cleaning.  The  original  design 
contemplated  carrying  the  smoke-flue  beyond  the  exhaust  fan 
around  the  ceiling  of  the  room,  for  heating. 

The  blower  is  at  present  speeded  up  beyond  what  is  required, 
and  to  have  the  gates  in  the  blast-pipes  wide  open  during  the  test, 
the  inlet  of  the  blower  was  sufficiently  closed  to  allow  only  the 
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necessary  pressure  in  the  pipe.  The  revolutions  stated  in  the  table 
were  determined  in  a  separate  run  when  the  blower  was  open,  and 
speeded  down  to  give  the  pressures  indicated  in  the  table.  The 
run  reported  herewith  was  of  two  hours'  duration,  and  readings 
taken  every  fifteen  minutes  of  the  temperatures,  revolutions,  and 
pressures.  Headings  were  taken  only  on  six  sets  of  forges,  as  pre- 
sumably representing  a  fair  average  selected  in  the  positions  indi- 
cated on  Fig.  49  by  A,  B^  (7,  D,  E^  F.  The  fires  were  first  put  in 
prime  condition  by  a  practical  smith,  who  was  instructed  to 
obtain  the  requisite  blast  for  a  good  forging  fire,  as  large  as  would 
be  practicable  with  the  size  of  tuyere  and  forge,  and  maintain 
the  fire  throughout  the  run,  keeping  account  of  the  weight  of  coal 
used  daring  the  run.    The  fires  were  about  eighteen  inches  in 
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diameter.  The  writer  has  Mr.  A.  L.  Westcott  to  thank  for  assist- 
ance in  taking  readings.  The  blast  was  very  much  less  in  pressure 
in  the  pipes  than  is  the  usual  practice,  but  was  all  the  fires  would 
stand  with  the  gates  wide  open.  The  fires  undoubtedly  consumed 
more  coal  than  they  would  in  ordinary  use,  but  the  consumption 
of  coal  seems  to  the  writer  to  be  the  only  basis  for  comparison. 

Taking  the  averages  of  revolutions,  pr^sures,  and  temperatures 
as  shown  on  page  225,  we  can  calculate  the  cubic  feet  of  air  and 
gas  handled. 
Where  V  =  velocity  in  feet  per  second, 
t  =  temperature, 

h  =  height  of  water  in  inches  in  draught  gauge,  and 
p  =  barometric  pressure  in  inches  of  mercury. 


F=  352|/(l  +  .00203  {t  -  32) )  x  -. 


•  A  Manual  of  Rules,  Tables,  and  Data,  D.  K.  Clark. 
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In  the  case  of  the  blast : 

Where  t  =  131.66  degrees, 
p  =  29.92  inches, 
A  =  .7  inch, 
V  =  59.04  feet  per  second. 

In  the  case  of  the  exhaust : 

Where  t  =  252  degrees, 
p  =  29.92  inches, 
A  =  .6  inch, 
F=  59.95  feet  per  second. 

In  neither  case  is  the  coefficient  for  contraction  or  friction  takeit 
into  account ;  this  may  vary  in  value  from  90  to  99  per  cent,  in  the- 
case  of  the  blower,  and  probably  not  far  different  in  the  case  of 
the  exhaust. 

The  combined  area  of  the  twenty  tuyeres  of  twenty-five  ^inob 
holes  =  .1704  square  foot. 

The  combined  area  of  the  ten  5-inch  smoke-pipes  =  1.363  square 
feet.  ' 

Cubic  feet  of  air  handled  for  the  blast  =  59.04  x  .1704  =  10.06 
cubic  feet  per  second. 

Cubic  feet  of  smoke  and  gases  handled  by  the  exhaust  fan  = 
69.95  X  1.363  =  81.71  cubic  feet  per  second. 

Taking  the  weight  of  1  cubic  foot  of  air,  at  252  degrees,  as 
•05575  pound,  the  fan  would  have  handled  4555  pounds  per 
second. 

Taking  the  weight  of  1  cubic  foot  of  air,  at  131.66  degrees,  as  .0671 
pound,  the  blower  would  have  handled  .675  pound  per  second. 
The  ratio  of  air  for  blast  to  exhaust  is  thus  about  1  to  8  by 
volume,  and  about  1  to  7  by  weight.  For  the  two  hours'  run, 
7,200  seconds,  the  blower,  according  to  the  above  assumptions, 
would  have  handled  72,432  cubic  feet,  or  4,860  pounds,  of  air. 

The  exhaust  fan  would  have  handled  588,312  cubic  feet,  or 
32,798  pounds,  of  air. 

For  each  pound  of  coal  consumed,  278.6  cubic  feet  at  131.66  de- 
grees, or  18.7  pounds,  of  air,  were  supplied  ;  and  2,263  cubic  feet 
at  252  degrees,  or  126.1  pounds,  exhausted. 

Taking  the  theoretical  calorific  value  of  the  coal  at  12,000  heat 
units  per  pound,  and  the  specific  heat  of  the  exhaust  gases,  smoke,, 
and  air  at  .24,  which  is  approximately  correct,  adding  75  per  cent, 
of  the  weight  of  fuel  to  the  air  handled,  making  a  total  of  32,993^ 
pounds,  we  would  detect  [32,798  +  (.75  x  260)]  x  .24  (252  -  80> 
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226  SOME  DATA  RELATING  TO   FORGE-SHOP   DESIGN. 

=  1,961,951  heat  units  as  compared  with  the  12,000  x  260  = 
3,120,000  heat  units  of  the  coal,  of  which  a  portion  was  given  up 
to  the  air  in  the  blast-pipe,  4,860  x  (131.66  -  80)  x  .237  =  58,- 
583  heat  units.  Some  use  of  this  wasted  heat  could  doubtless  be 
utilized  by  drawing  the  supply  to  the  blower  through  the  trench 
carrying  the  exhaust  pipes. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  all  the  theoretical  calorific  value 
of  the  coal  we  can  account  for  43  per  cent,  of  it  in  the  smoke- 
stack and  1.8  per  cent,  in  the  air  going  through  the  blast-pipe. 

A  still  greater  amount  could  be  utilized  by  warming  the  supjdy 
to  the  blower  by  passage  over  the  exhaust  flues  through  the 
trenches. 

DISCUSSION. 

The  President — I  would  say,  gentlemen,  that  I  have  had  some 
experience  with  a  forge  shop.  I  do  not  like  the  plan  of  putting 
wind  pipes  underground.  Unless  it  is  perfectly  dry  and  well 
drained,  the  water  is  apt  to  get  into  the  pipe  and  cause  a  good 
deal  of  trouble.  Of  late  years  we  have  put  the  wind  pipes 
overhead. 

Prof.  F,  R.  Hutton. — I  should  have  liked  to  ask  the  author 
whether  he  had  had  any  trouble  from  the  clogging  up  of  these 
underground  wind  pipes — from  ashes  and  flue  dust.  It  seems  to 
me  that  would  be  the  difficulty  with  it,  unless  the  velocity  is  so 
high  that  the  flue  is  self-^cleansing. 

Mr.  Henry  L  SneU. — I  confirm,  from  my  experience,  the 
remarks  of  our  President  relative  to  the  advantages  of  overhead 
pipes  over  underground  ones.  Putting  delivery  pipes,  from  a 
blower,  underground  I  have  found  unadvisable  from  the  diffi- 
culty of  getting  at  them  for  repairs  or  alterations,  and  detri- 
mental from  the  fact  that  all  the  air  passing  through  them  is  of 
a  higher  temperature  than  the  ground  and  contains  more  or  less 
solid  matter ;  the  reduction  of  temperature  of  the  air,  by  coming 
in  contact  with  the  cold  pipe,  reduces  its  capacity  to  retain 
moisture,  and  thus  moistens  some  of  the  dust  in  the  air,  making 
an  adhesive  mixture  which  is  deposited  along  the  interior  sur- 
face of  the  pipe,  and  gradually  diminishes  its  sectional  area, 
where,  after  a  time,  it  becomes  so  serious  an  obstruction  as  to 
interfere  with  the  efficient  working  of  the  blower,  and  often 
causes  us  to  wonder  why  the  blower  does  not  do  as  well  as 
formerly.     I  have  known  cases  where  underground  pipes  have 
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become  filled  to  the  extent  of  fifty  per  cent,  of  their  original 
cross  section,  and  the  blower  failed  to  do  the  work  required  of 
it  from  this  cause  alone. 

Second,  in  reference  to  the  hoods  shown  in  the  illustrations 
to  the  paper.  The  reason  for  adopting  the  underground  pipe  is 
giren  in  the  paper  as  affording  the  instructor  an  ^obstructed 
view  of  the  work  of  the  students.  If  this  is  of  paramount  im- 
portance it  should  not  be  made  the  subject  of  criticism,  but,  for 
the  benefit  of  those  of  our  members  who  are  interested  in  the 
practical  working  of  forge  shops,  and,  incidentally,  in  cases 
of  large  operations  of  tempering  in  oil,  where  large  volumes 
of  smoke  are  to  be  carried  off,  let  me  suggest  a  good  plan  for 
hoods  sometimes  adopted. 

The  illustration  (Fig.  53)  shows  the  ordinary  conical  form  of 
hood  as  seen  in  all  forge  shops,  with  the  addition  of  a  smaller 
cone  attached  within  it  This 
smaller  cone  reduces  the  area 
of  entrance  for  the  gases,  yet 
permits  of  the  spreading  of  the 
outer  cone  over  the  fire  to  col- 
lect the  smoke  and  bring  it 
under  the  control  of  the  ex- 
haust fan.  It  will  readily  be 
perceived  that  the  contraction 
of  inlet  increases  the  suction 
per  square  inch  around  the 
periphery  of  the  cone,  and  prevents  the  smoke  from  escap- 
ing around  the  edge  of  it,  and  away  from  the  influence  of  the 
fan.  The  opening  in  the  top  of  the  inner  cone  permits  of  a  suc- 
tion at  this  point  which  tends  to  relieve  the  hood  and  cause  cur- 
rents toward  the  centre  of  it.  This  fact  will  be  recognized  :  that 
with  a  suction  of,  say,  about  one-half  inch  of  water  in  the  pipe 
/>,  the  velocity  of  flow  through  it  will  be  about  2,788  feet  per 
minute  (vide  Keiits  Mechanical  Engineers'^  Hand  Book,  page  514), 
and  if  the  circular  area  B  plus  the  area  of  the  annular  space  C 
equals  the  area  of  pipe  D,  the  velocity  at  these  points  will  be 
the  same ;  now,  if  the  inner  cone  A  be  removed,  and  the  diam- 
eter of  cone  equal  four  times  the  diameter  of  the  pipe,  or  sixteen 
times  the  area,  not  an  unusual  proportion,  the  mean  velocity  at  the 
base  of  the  cone  becomes  ^f  f  ^,  equal  only  to  120  feet  per  minute. 
The  foregoing  demonstration  is  based  upon  the  equal  suction  of 


Fig.  58. 
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the  whole  surface  of  the  base  of  the  cone,  while  in  fact  the 
action  will  be  to  supply  the  capacity  of  the  pipe  D  with  a  body 
of  air  from  the  centre  of  cone,  reducing  the  velocity  at  the  cir- 
cumference to  such  an  extent  as  to  be  inoperative  in  carrying 
off  the  smoke,  and  it  rolls  out  under  the  hood,  as  we  all  have 
seen  it ;  with  carbonic  gases  and  unconsumed  carbon,  the  weight 
is  greater  than  atmospheric  air,  and  the  velocity  would  be  even 
less  than  given  in  the  above  example. 

I  notice  that  the  sizes  of  the  blower  and  exhaust  fan  are  not 
given,  and  I  only  can  judge  of  them  by  the  size  of  the  outlets. 
From  this  information,  and  from  the  fact  that  the  blower  was 
afterwards  used  for  blowing  a  cupola  furnace,  I  judge  the  blower 
was  a  No.  2  or  No.  3  Sturtevant  steel  pressure  blower. 

The  net  diameter  of  outlet  of  a  No.  2  Sturtevant  steel  pressure 
blower  is  4 J  inches,  the  diameter  of  the  wheel  14^  inches,  and 
the  combined  area  of  all  the  discharge  outlets  supplied  by  it 
should  not  exceed  4^^^  square  inches  to  secure  the  greatest 
efficiency ;  while  the  No.  3  has  an  outlet  of  5^  inches,  wheel  17 
inches  in  diameter,  and  the  combined  area  of  all  outlets  should 
not  exceed  6|  square  inches.  One  or  the  other  of  these  blowers 
was  used  to  supply  the  blast  to  twenty  forges,  presumably  at 
times  simultaneously,  each  requiring  an  outlet  of  about  Ij^ 
square  inches,  or  a  total  of  24.5  square  inches,  equal  to  .17  square 
foot. 

If  the  above  statements  are  facts,  it  demonstrates  conclusively 
to  my  mind  that  the  blower  used  was  entirely  too  small  for  the 
work  to  be  done,  and  the  efficiency  of  the  blower  greatly  im- 
paired, with  the  percentage  of  increase  of  power  far  beyond  the 
necessities  of  the  case.  I  will  further  call  attention  to  this 
point,  that  the  main  pipe  that  supplies  these  245  square  inches 
of  blast  had  only  19|  square  inches  of  area.  In  this  case  it 
resolves  to  this :  if  a  pressure  of,  say,  one  inch  of  water  in  the 
blast  at  the  outlet  is  necessary  for  the  work,  then  the  pressure 
in  the  main  pipe  must  be  greater  and  the  pressure  generated  by 
the  blower  much  more  under  these  circumstances.  The  pres- 
sures at  the  various  discharge  outlets  would  not  be  uniform  and 
equal,  and  this  is  shown  in  the  table  given  in  the  paper.  The 
question  of  saving  in  power  in  so  small  an  application  may  be 
of  minor  importance,  aisd  probably  was  in  this  case,  but  it 
seems  as  a  good  illustration  for  the  proper  selection  and  appli- 
cation of  both  blower  and  pipes.     A  No.  4  Sturtevant  Monogram 
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blower,  with  a  uiain  pipe  of  nine  inches  diameter,  would  have 
been  the  proper  selection  in  this  case. 

There  are  probably  in  use  today,  in  this  country  alone,  at 
least  100,000  blowers  and  exhaust  &ns,  and  if,  by  proper  appli- 
cation, only  one  horse-power  each  can  be  saved  in  the  power 
used  in  driving  them,  then  100,000  horse-power  would  be  saved, 
which,  at  a  cost  of  $60  per  horse-power  per  annum,  amounts 
to  $5,000,000  annually.  This  estimate,  in  my  opinion,  is  actually 
below  the  facts  if  they  could  be  known.  Let  me  make  a  sug- 
gestion right  here  that  the  proper  selection  of  a  blower  is  one 
which  has  a  capacity  equal  to  all  the  discharge  openings  and 
the  size  of  pipes  made  to  carry  the  required  volume  of  air  with  a 
minimum  loss  by  friction.  This  is  the  view  taken  by  manufac- 
turers when  they  proportion  the  size  of  their  outlets,  and  while 
the  outlet  greatly  exceeds  the  effective  area  of  terminal  dis- 
chai^e,  it  serves  its  purpose  well  in  determining  the  size  of 
main  pipes  for  lengths  not  exceeding,  say,  100  feet. 

The  author  says  he  corresponded  with  different  manu&oturers 
of  fans  about  the  size  of  pipes,  and  their  replies  were  so  at  vari- 
ance with  each  other  it  was  determined  to  follow  the  design 
shown.  I  do  not  know  with  whom  this  correspondence  was 
carried  on,  but  probably  a  variation  of  opinion  among  the  differ- 
ent manufacturers  as  to  the  greatest  advisable  loss  of  pressure 
due  to  friction  was  the  reason  for  differences  of  opinion  as  to 
sizse  of  pipes. 

In  reference  to  the  size  of  fan  and  pipes  used  in  the  exhaust- 
ing  arrangement  it  is  quite  evident,  if  the  system  designed  for 
the  blast  is  correct,  that  for  the  exhaust  must  be  really  too  large, 
1  as  the  work  to  be  done  in  the  one  case  is  only  exceeded  in  the 

other  by  the  introduction  of  gas,  due  the  consumption  of  coal, 
and  the  expansion  of  air  supplied  by  heating. 

The  principles  governing  the  capacity  of  an  exhaust  fan  are 
^  identical  with  those  of  a  bla^t  blower,  and  no  exhaust  fan  and 
system  of  piping  is  correctly  applied  when  the  sum  total  of  the 
W&  of  all   inlets  is  not  within  its  capacity.     Capacity  is  a 
^^ixiiaei  word  adopted  by  manufacturers,  and  means  the  number 
.  0<]iiare  inches  of  outlet  for  a  blast  fan,  and  the  number  of 
{^a»re  inches  of  inlet  of  an  exhaust  fan,  which  the  fan  will  sup- 
ply -frithout  any  appreciable  loss  from  the  pressure  due  the 
speed  of  the  fan ;  when  designed  within  these  limits,  the  open- 
ijvg  or  closing  of  any  of  the  branches  will  have  no  effect  on  the 
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pressure  and  consequent  Yolume  of  air  discharged  per  square 
inch  from  any  other  branch. 

Prof.  C.  L.  Weil. — With  regard  to  drainage,  the  trenches, 
boxes,  and  piping  are  kept  dry  by  means  of  porous  tiling  laid 
beneath  the  boxes.  With  regard  to  any  inconyenience  arising 
from  the  stopping  up  of  the  pipes,  I  only  need  to  state  that  no 
such  trouble  has  occurred.  This  plant  has  been  running  two 
years,  and  the  piping  is  practically  free  from  sediment  or  dirt. 
This  is  a  school  shop,  and  it  was  necessary  to  use  a  blower  that 
was  on  hand,  the  authorities  only  granting  permission  to  pur- 
chase an  exhaust  fan,  and  thus  the  size  of  the  blower  was  limited 
by  financial  considerations.  The  blower  was  considered  at  the 
time  of  installation  somewhat  small  for  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  employed. 

I  would  like  to  have  some  information  in  regard  to  proper 
sizes  of  pipes  for  such  work,  particularly  in  view  of  the .  cor- 
respondence with  makers  mentioned  in  the  paper.  The  recom- 
mendations for  size  of  exhaust  pipe,  made  by  three  of  the 
prominent  concerns  of  this  country,  differed  very  much,  the  sizes 
recommended  being  15-inch,  30-inch,  and,  I  believe,  20-inch. 
We  were  under  the  impression  that  we  did  not  know  so  very 
much  about  this  matter  ourselves,  but  on  comparing  the  areas 
of  15-inch  and  30-inch  pipe,  felt  we  had  better  make  some 
experiments.  When  the  makers  recommended  pipes  for  the 
same  work  varying  as  four  to  one,  we  felt  the  makers  also 
needed  to  investigate  this  matter. 

While  it  is  acknowledged*  that  a  larger  blower  would  work 
somewhat  more  economically,  still  the  present  blower  does  the 
work  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner. 

Mention  has  been  made  of  the  shape  of  the  hood,  which  is  a 
matter  of  considerable  importance,  and  I  desire  to  state  that  the 
interior  of  the  shop  was  whitened  and  painted  in  light  colors 
nearly  two  years  ago,  and  although  the  shop  is  run  nearly  every 
afternoon  of  the  college  year,  the  interior  is  not  discolored  by 
smoke,  but  remains  clear  and  white,  which  fact,  I  believe,  goes 
to  show  that  the  smoke  and  gases  do  not  escape  the  hoods  to 
any  great  extent. 

With  regard  to  placing  piping  under  ground,  I  desire  to  state 
that  this  is  a  desideratum  in  school  shops,  particularly  when 
limited  for  space,  where  the  instructor  needs  to  have  a  clear 
view  of  the  men  and  their  work  from  any  part  of  the  shop. 
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Mr.  O.  G.  Wbolson. — It  strikes  me  that  in  so  far  as  the  general 
appearance  of  the  shop  goes,  it  would  be  a  very  pleasant  one, 
but  in  the  past  few  years  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  improve- 
ment in  some  of  the  little  details  of  forge  work  and  of  forge  fur- 
naces, and  a  form  of  one  which  I  have  found  to  work  very  well 
consists  of  a  cast-iron  slab  or  table,  on  which  is  fastened  a  plain 
cast-iron  box  with  thin  walls,  lined  with  ordinary  fire-brick. 
These  bricks  extend  up  at  the  four  comers,  on  which  is  placed 
a  large  fire-brick  slab.  This  slab  is  encircled  with  a  wrought- 
iron  band  extending  above  its  top  side  a  matter  of  an  inch  or 
two,  as  the  case  may  be,  which  is  filled  with  sand.  Underneath 
the  cast-iron  slab,  or  table,  is  fastened  the  tuyere  box,  the  blow- 
pipe being  brought  in  from  one  side.  The  tuyere  box  is  annular, 
and  made  with  a  swing-door  in  the  centre,  which,  by  pulling  a 
latch  from  under  it,  drops  the  whole  bottom  of  the  furnace  right 
out,  and  your  forge  is  clean.  Goal  is  dumped  in  on  either  side, 
lies  there  and  cokes,  and  works  down  naturally  into  the  fire. 
The  opening  into  the  fire  extends  right  through.  You  can  take% 
a  bar  of  iron  of  any  length  into  the  furnace,  and  there  is  nothing 
to  interfere  with  it  in  any  way.  A  hood  over  the  top  to  carry 
off  the  gases  is  hung  from  above.  I  think  you  will  not  find 
many  of  such  furnaces,  and  yet  where  you  do,  you  will  find  that 
they  are  very  successful,  and  I  will  state  that  they  are  very 
economical  in  coal. 

Mr.  S.  M.  Green. — I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  if  that 
is  simply  for  a  bar  of  iron,  or  could  rings  and  such  work  as  that 
be  forged  in  them?  As  I  understand  his  description,  it  is 
simply  a  hole  through  which  a  live  bar  of  iron  could  be  pushed. 

Mr,  Wodbon. — I  will  simply  say  that  the  top  or  brick  slab  is 
movable,  and  you  can  pick  it  right  up  and  lay  it  aside  in  case  it 
is  necessary  to  get  in  special  work.  Still  I  think  there  is  more 
forge  work  which  would  not  require  it  to  be  taken  off.  I  might 
add  that  this  top  slab,  with  its  wrought-iron  protecting  band, 
besides  being  a  reflector,  makes  a  good  annealing  box. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Swplee. — ^The  furnace  sketched  by  Mr.  Woolson  is 
almost  identical  with  one  with  which  I  am  very  familiar,  and 
which  has  been  in  use  in  Philadelphia  for  at  least  fifteen  years 
for  brazing  large  band-saws.  There  is  one  difference,  however, 
ftiid  I  think  one  which  is  quite  an  improvement — the  fire- 
brick arch  which  Mr.  Woolson  shows  supported  by  the  four 
comers  is  suspended  from   above  by  a  rod  in  the  band-saw 
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brazing  furnace.  There  is  a  light  wronght-iron  bar  around  the 
edge  of  a  fire-brick  block,  fitting  into  a  groove  and  clamped 
there  to  hold  it,  and  this  brick  is  suspended  by  a  rod  which 
goes  a  short  distance  up  into  the  hood,  and  then  comes  out  and 
is  attached  to  a  laver  arm,  so  that  the  suspended  fire-brick  can 
be  raised  or  lowered  from  without.  The  band-saw  is  an  endless 
strip  of  steel,  and  has  to  be  brought  around  underneath  the  forge 
and  back  and  the  scarfed  joint  laid  on  top  of  the  fire.  The  blast 
comes  from  below,  and  the  reflected  heat  from  above  should,  if 
possible,  be  nearly  as  strong  as  that  from  the  blast  underneath. 
To  do  this  the  saw  is  placed  in  position,  and  then  the  fire-brick 
is  gradually  lowered  to  within  two  or  three  inches  of  the  surface 
of  the  band-saw.  The  moment  that  the  temperature  has  reached 
the  proper  degree,  the  saw  must  be  almost  instantly  removed 
and  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  it,  and  to  do  that  this  fire- 
brick must  be  promptly  taken  out  of  the  way,  and  the  whole  saw 
drawn  out  and  a  screw  pressure  placed  upon  it,  forcing  the 
▲brass  solder  out  and  brazing  the  parts  together.  This  form  of 
furnace  has  been  found  very  successful  in  the  establishment 
referred  to.  In  other  respects  the  furnace  is  very  much  as  Mr. 
"Woolson  describes. 

Mr.  TT.  Barnet  Levan, — Something  has  been  said  here  in 
regard  to  the  area  of  the  pipe  carrying  from  the  blower  to  the 
furnace.  About  twenty-five  years  ago  Mr.  Corliss  built  a  new 
foundry,  and  to  save  time  he  utilized  an  old  chimney  under- 
ground flue  which  was  four  times  the  area  of  the  outlet  of  the 
flue  of  the  blower,  and  he  found  that  he  got  an  increased  volume 
of  air  and  an  increased  blast  with  the  same  old  blower.  I  only 
mention  this  to  show  that  an  air-flue  of  large  area  acts  similarly 
to  the  reservoir  of  water-works. 

2fr.  Snell. — ^The  speaker  stated  that  in  answers  received 
from  diflferent  blower  manufacturers  some  recommend  15-inch 
diameter  for  the  main  pipe,  and  others  said  as  high  as  30.  I 
fail  to  see  any  discrepancy  in  such  answers,  as  it  all  depends 
upon  how  we  look  at  it.  A  15-inch  pipe  will  carry  the  volume 
of  air  with  a  certain  velocity  and  loss  from  friction  due  that 
velocity;  a  30-inch  pipe  will  carry  the  same  volume  of  air 
with  less  velocity  and  less  loss  for  friction.  The  30-inch  pipe 
costs  more  money,  but  saves  in  running  expenses,  and,  independ- 
ent of  financial  reasons,  the  larger  the  pipes  for  conveying  air, 
provided  they  are  tight,  and  the  terminal  reduced  to  or  within 
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the  capacity  of  the  blower,  the  better  they  are  for  the  work,  no 
matter  if  they  are  as  large  as  ''  all  out  of  doors."  After  the 
pipe  has  been  filled  with  air,  we  only  supply  the  volume  of  air 
taken  out,  and  with  a  large  volume,  as  a  reservoir,  the  velocity  is 
slow,  the  losses  small,  and  we  more  nearly  maintain  the  pressure 
at  point  of  delivery  due  the  speed  of  the  blower. 

In  answer  *to  another  remark  he  makes.  He  states  the  walls 
of  the  shop  were  painted  white  and  showed  no  discoloration 
from  escaping  gases  from  the  hoods.  From  what  I  have 
already  said  in  regard  to  the  exhaust  fan,  and  from  the  fact  of 
exhausting  through  a  10-inch  pipe  all  the  air,  etc.,  from  a  two- 
inch  pipe,  I  should  be  surprised  if  the  whole  volume  of  gas  was 
not  carried  away  and  a  large  portion  of  extraneous  air  from  the 
shop,  heat  and  all.  I  should  not  expect  any  rolling-out  of  gas 
and  smoke  under  such  circumstances. 

Mr.  William  Kent, — ^I  have  had  some  experience  with  a  forge 
something  like  that  described  by  Mr.  Woolson.  I  can  confirm 
his  statement  as  to  the  value  of  it.  The  difference  was  that 
instead  of  a  very  small  brick  structure  we  had  a  rather  large 
cast-iron  house  built  above  it,  lined  with  fire-brick,  and  a  large 
chamber  in  which  we  put  things  as  large  as  12  inches  square  if 
necessary  through  the  hole  in  front  of  the  house.  In  that  case, 
instead  of  taking  the  coal  through  the  side  we  simply  put  it 
through  the  door.  In  an  ordinary  blacksmith's  forge,  such  as  is 
shown  in  the  cut,  the  coal  coking  on  top  forms  a  roof  of  white- 
hot  coal  reflecting  the  heat  down  to  where  the  bar  is,  while  in 
this  other  kind  there  is  a  roof  of  hot  fire-brick,  which  would 
seem  to  be  better  than  a  coal  roof,  for  it  loses  less  from  radia- 
tion and  distillation.  I  think  this  forge  is  to  be  considered  an 
improvement  upon  the  common  forge. 

Mr,  Swplee. — ^With  regard  to  the  coal  roof  and  the  fire-brick 
roof,  in  the  case  of  the  band-saw  furnace  of  which  I  spoke  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  there  should  be  no  dirt  of  any  sort  in 
contact  with  the  saw  blade.  There  the  saw  was  raised  above 
the  fire  so  that  nothing  but  the  clean  flame  struck  the  lower 
part  of  it,  and  radiation  from  the  fire-brick  roof  acted  upon  the 
upper  side.  The  whole  thing  is  simply  in  a  tremendously  hot 
atmosphere,  because  it  must  be  taken  out  and  handled  immedi- 
ately without  the  possibility  of  any  dirt  or  scale  or  cinder  being 
in  contact  with  it. 

Professor  WeiL — It  seems  necessary  for  me  to  repeat  that  finan- 
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cial  considerations  had  a  strong  influence  in  making  a  choice  of 
blower — ^in  fact,  necessitated  the  nse  of  a  blower  then  on  hand. 

In  regard  to  choice  of  exhaust  pipe,  I  presume  there  is  a 
limit  to  the  size  of  pipe  one  can  afford  to  purchase,  admitting 
that  the  larger  pipes  are  the  more  economical  when  operating, 
with  respect  to  first  cosi  No  doubt  the  makers  are  willing  to 
disregard  such  a  limit,  and  would  be  satisfied  *to  have  one 
purchased  which  I  would  consider  an  extremely  large  pipe  for  its 
purpose. 

Mr.  WooUon. — I  have  noticed  since  my  former  remarks  that 
this  design  of  the  forge  shop  is  for  a  college.  It  did  not  occur 
to  me  when  addressing  the  meeting,  therefore  I  want  to  say  to 
the  author  of  the  paper  that  I  thought  it  was  for  ordinary,  every- 
day smith-shop  business,  where  furnaces  are  running  continually, 
and  I  want  to  take  back  any  criticisms  I  made  of  his  design,  and  to 
say  that  I  think  a  design  similar  to  his  for  shops  in  colleges  is 
better  in  many  respects  than  the  sketch  I  put  on  the  board. 
Permit  me  to  say  one  thing  more.  I  made  a  remark  about  the 
economy  of  a  furnace  of  the  kind  I  have  sketched.  Mr.  Hill  of 
the  Collinsville  Company  has  just  said  to  me  that  they  are  using 
several  furnaces  similar  to  that,  and  they  find  that  they  are 
saving  at  least  50  per  cent,  of  coal. 

Prof.  P.  M,  Chamberlain.^ — The  experiments  which  this  paper 
records  were  undertaken  to  determine  the  amounts  of  air  and 
smoke  handled  per  pound  of  coal  in  forging  operations,  and  in- 
cidentally to  trace  the  disposition  of  the  heat,  very  little  of 
which,  as  is  well  known,  being  used  in  heating  the  work.  To 
make  the  data  comparable  with  other  conditions,  a  description 
of  the  plant  was  desirable. 

The  selection  of  blower  and  exhaust  fan  for  such  work  is  a 
simple  matter  when  it  is  known  how  much  air  must  be  supplied 
and  how  much  mixed  air  and  smoke  taken  away.  Within  cer- 
tain limits  it  is,  from  the  financial  side,  the  one  usually  con- 
sidered, a  question  of  saving  in  power  by  using  the  larger 
machines  and  pipes,  versus  the  interest  and  depreciation  on  the 
greater  first  cost. 

The  design  is  not  presented  as  a  model  of  perfection  in  this  or 
any  other  respect,  but  was,  with  the  data  and  money  at  our  dis- 
posal, the  best  we  could  contrive,  and  has  proved  satisfactory. 

The  machines  used  are  handling  the  work  without  great  loss 
*  Author's  closure,  under  the  Rules. 
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of  efficiency,  as  calculated  by  the  Sturteyant  Blower  Company's 
tables,  and  it  is  doubtful,  according  to  calculations  I  have  re- 
cently made,  whether  an  increase  of  efficiency  by  using  larger 
machines  would  counterbalance  the  interest  on  the  increased 
cost.  While  the  design  was  for  a  school  shop,  I  believe  the 
down-draft  feature,  doing  away  with  suspended  hoods  and  pipes, 
would  be  appreciated  in  many  of  the  regular  business  shops. 

The  cast-iron  hoods  are  more  expensive  than  those  made  of 
wrought  iron,  but'  are,  I  believe,  economical,  as  wrought  iron  is 
very  short-lived  under  the  direct  action  of  the  gases  and  cinder 
from  a  foi^e  fire. 

A  number  of  the  speakers  have  condemned  underground 
pipes,  but  our  experience  with  them,  in  this  instance,  has  been 
very  satisfactory.  With  proper  design  they  may  be  made  quite 
as  accessible  as  overhead  ones.  The  objection  urged  against 
underground  blast-pipes  becoming  clogged  by  reason  of  the  pre- 
cipitated moisture,  does  not  hold  in  a  case  where  the  smoke- 
flues  occupy  the  same  trench.  This  may  be  readily  seen  by 
noting  that,  as  given  on  page  226,  the  air  in  the  blast  was 
raised  from  80  degrees  to  131.66  degrees  between  the  blower  and 
forges. 

In  reply  to  Professor  Button's  question,  I  would  say  that 
when  the  plant  was  designed,  it  was  expected  that  it  would  be 
necessary  occasionally  to  remove  the  trench  covers  at  the  ex- 
tremities of  straight  runs  of  pipe,  and  introduce  a  sweeper 
operated  by  either  a  chain  or  wire.  With  two  years'  use  this 
has  not  been  found  necessary,  the  velocity  of  the  air  being  such 
as  to  carry  along  with  it  pieces  of  coke  even  as  large  as  a  hick- 
ory nut  when  thrown  within  the  hood.  It  would  be  interesting 
to  know  how  low  a  velocity  of  exhaust  would  be  sufficient  for 
this  self-cleansing  process,  for  in  a  down-draft  arrangement  such 
a  point  would  limit  the  area  of  the  pipe  for  any  given  quantity 
of  air  handled. 

I  wish  to  correct  the  misapprehension  of  Mr.  Snell  regarding 
the  comparative  area  of  the  tuyere  openings  and  the  blast-pipe. 
The  area  of  the  main  blast-pipe  is  28.27  inches,  and  the  com- 
bined area  of  the  tuyeres  24.5  inches  when  all  are  open  wide,  a 
condition  that  would  seldom  exist.  As  the  plant  runs  when  in 
ordinary  use,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  blower  would  handle, 
instead  of  10O6  cubic  feet  per  second,  perhaps  only  two-thirds 
of  that  amount  or  less. 
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My  obseryatiou  of  smoke  exhausting  from  an  open  fire  will 
not  enable  me  to  agree  with  Mr.  Snell  when  he  says  that  the 
work  done  by  the  exhaust  fan  exoeeds  that  of  the  blower  only 
by  the  introduction  of  gas  due  to  the  consumption  of  coal  and 
the  expansion  of  air  supplied  by  heating.    In  the  case  in  hand 

the  exhaust  fan  is  speeded 
as  low  as  it  will  thoroughly 
carry  away  the  smoke  and 
gases ;  and  on  page  225  we 
find  the  ratio  of  exhaust  to 
blast  to  be  eight  to  one. 
Mr.  Snell's  statement  would 
hold  only  with  a  closed  fur- 
nace. 

The  forges  described  by 
Messrs.  Woolson,  Suplee, 
and  Kent  are  without  doubt 
superior  for  commercial 
purposes,  but  would  not,  I 
am  inclined  to  think,  so 
well  answer  the  purpose  of 
instruction  as  the  ordinary 
open  fire. 

We  have  in  our  shop  a 
forge  for  tempering  in  lead 
and  sand  baths,  which  in 
some  respects  resembles 
those  described. 

A  feature  of  the  tuyere 
box,  the  idea  of  Mr.  Paul 
Theadore,  proves  so  satis- 
factory that  I  present  here 
a  sectional  view  of  it  (Fig.  54).  The  blast-pipe  is  connected  to 
the  tuyere  box,  which  is  also  the  bottom  of  the  furnace,  by 
means  of  a  hinge,  and  the  bottom  may  be  dropped  at  any 
time  without  disconnecting  the  blast-pipe.  The  top  can  be 
lifted  out  and  the  box  cleaned  very  conveniently. 


Fig.  64. 
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DCLXXVII.* 

COMPARATIVE    TESTS    OF   S^EAM   BOILERS    WITH 
DIFFERENT  KINDS    OF   COAL. 

BT  OHABLBS  B.  BMBBT,  XBW  TOBX,  K.  T. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

§  1.  The  meeting  of  another  prominent  engineering  society  in 
the  same  week  as  the  Detroit  meeting  of  this  Society,  unfortunately 
preyented  the  writer  from  examining  and  discussing  the  paper  of 
Mr.  F.  W.  Dean  on  the  "  Efficiency  of  Boilers :  A  Criticism  of  the 
Society's  Standard  Code  of  Reporting  Boiler  Trials."  As  a  mem- 
ber of  the  original  committee  of  1886,  the  writer  has  recently 
been  appointed  a  member  of  the  new  committee  in  accordance 
with  the  suggestion  brought  out  in  the  discussion  of  Mr.  Dean's 
paper.  The  primary  object  of  the  present  paper  was  to  acquaint 
the  new  members  of  the  committee  with  some  of  the  considera- 
tions which  governed  the  writer  individually  in  the  action  for- 
merly taken,  and  to  invite  the  other  members  to  similarly  con- 
tribute their  views  in  advance  of  a  meeting  for  oral  discussion. 
Mr.  William  Kent,  on  whom,  as  the  originator  of  the  movement  in 
18S6,  has  devolved  the  duty  of  caUing  the  new  committee  together 
for  organization,  suggested,  however,  that  the  paper  be  put  in  such 
shape  that  it  could  be  presented  to  the  entire  membership  of  the 
Society,  and  that  written  discussions  be  invited  to  be  acted  on 
at  the  first  meeting  of  the  committee,  and  with  this  object  turned 
over  to  the  writer  copies  of  his  previous  writings  on  the  subject. 
Aq  attempt  to  carry  out  the  suggestion  has  been  made  with  some 
hesitation,  as  it  is  impossible  to  discuss  the  subject  exhaustively 
in  a  single  paper  ;  but  we  have  endeavored  to  give  a  digest,  with 
references,  of  the  information  available  in  regard  to  the  more 
important  suggestion  of  Mr.  Dean,  which  will  show,  in  some 
degree,  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome,  and  hope  that  any 
deficiencies  in  treatment  will  be  corrected  or  supplemented  by  a 
free  discussion. 


•Presented  at  the  New  York  nieetiug  (December,  1895)  of  the  American 
-Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the 
Trantactions. 
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§  2.  The  paper  of  Mr.  Dean  criticises  the  standard  code  of 
1886  from  the  fact  that  it  provides  to  compare  the  efficiency  of 
boilers  by  the  actual  evaporation  per  unit  of  combustible.  The 
paper  claims  that  **  combustible,  as  well  as  coal,  varies  in  heat 
value  per  pound ; "  and  urges  that  boiler  trials  should  be  reported 
on  the  ^^  basis  of  efficiency/'  which  is  defined  to  be  **  the  ratio 
between  the  total  heat  which  any  given  coal  can  generate  by  com- 
plete combustion,  and  that  part  of  it  which  is  absorbed  by  the 
water,  and  steam  heated  and  generated."  He  adds :  '^  There  are 
two  methods  of  obtaining  the  heat  value  of  coal ;  one  by  burning 
a  representative  sample  in  some  kind  of  oxygen  calorimeter,  and 
the  other  is  to  analyze  the  coal,  and  equate  the  elements  with 
their  heat  values." 

§  3.  It  would  be  strange,  indeed,  if  there  were  not  omissions  in 
the  original  ''Beport  on  a  Standard  Method  of  Steam-Boiler 
Trials."  Specifications  of  ordinary  machines  and  structures  are 
improved  every  year  to  keep  up  with  the  progress  of  thought  and 
experience.  On  the  same  principle,  additions  may  be  desirable 
to  the  code  of  rules  for  testing  boilers,  but  investigation  shows 
that  the  standard  above  proposed  involves  so  many  irregularities 
that,  at  the  best,  it  can  only  be  employed  to  supplement,  rather  than 
supplant,  that  already  established.  Conclusions  drawn  by  reason 
from  accepted  elementary  facts  are  not  always  correct,  because 
the  combinations,  so  easily  made  mentally,  involve  actually  many 
unknown  physical  conditions.  Many  such  conclusions  are  so 
evident  that  they  are  suggested  again  and  again.  For  instance, 
nothing  is  apparently  more  reasonable  than  the  recommenda- 
tion in  Mr.  Dean's  paper  "to  analyze  the  coal  and  equate  the 
elements  with  their  heat  values,"  but  it  was  known  over  fifty 
years  ago  that  this  method  did  not  give  the  practical  value  of  fuel 
for  the  purposes  of  generating  steam. 

§  4  Experimentally,  hydrogen  burned  in  oxygen  has  over  four 
times  the  calorific  value  of  carbon.  It  seems  evident,  therefore, 
that  the  value  of  the  fuel  should  be  greater,  the  larger  the  propor- 
tion of  hydrogen  it  contains,  but  such  is  not  the  case.*     The  evi- 

*  This  general  statement  implies  that  no  oxygen  is  present,  or  refers  to  the 
weight  of  liydrogen  in  excess  of  that  required  to  form  water  with  the  combined 
oxygen.    The  theoretical  calorific  value  of  a  fuel  as  given  by  Rankine  {a  272)*  is 


h  =  14,500  I  C  +  4.28  fn  -  -  j  y 
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denoe  to  the  contrary  was  at  an  early  date  OYerwhelming,  and  it 
iras  claimed  by  many  that  the  commercial  value  of  coal  of  all 
kinds  was  practically  proportioned  to  the  carbon  element  alone. 
From  the  weight  of  evidence,  it  appears  to  the  writer  that  this 
simple  rule  is,  in  a  general  sense,  as  nearly  accurate  as  any  other 
that  has  been  suggested  for  a  number  of  varieties  of  coal  burned 
with  ordinary  apparatus  and  management  (§  42). 

§  5.  It  has  also  been  suggested  that  the  practical  evaporation 
bears  a  definite  relation  to  the  proportion  of  ''  fixed  combustible," 
or  that  remaining  after  the  volatile  matter  in  the  coal  has  been 
distilled  off;  but  from  the  weight  of  evidence  it  appears  to  the 
writer  that  this  proposed  rule  is  not  generally  applicable,  though 
it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  proportions  of  fixed  and 
volatile  combustible  matter  are  used  tmiversally  as  a  means 
of  identifying  and  classifying  different  kinds  of  fuel.  A  well- 
established  result  of  this  classification  is  that  the  evaporative 
efficiencies  of  anthracite  and  semi-bituminous  coals  containing 
less  than  20  per  cent,  of  volatile  combustible  are,  in  a  general 
sense,  nearly  equal,  independent  of  chemical  composition ;  though, 
as  a  rule,  the  theoretical  calorific  value  increases  considerably, 
and  the  practical  evaporation  slightly,  with  the  increase  of  volatile 
matter  within  these  limits.  On  the  contrary,  as  the  proportion 
of  volatile  matter  increases  above  such  limits,  the  percentage  of 
the  total  calorific  value  of  the  fuel  utilized  is,  as  a  rule,  reduced 
materially  with  ordinary  apparatus  and  management.  It  is  true 
that  the  calorific  value  of  many  coals  reduces  as  the  percentage 
of  volatile  matter  is  increased;  but  this  is  not  always  the  case, 
particularly  with  the  coals  of  this  country.  The  percentage  of 
efficiency  is,  however,  in  general  decreased  with  the  increase  of 
volatile  matter  above  the  limits  mentioned. 

§  G.  Most  of  the  coate  used  on  the  seaboard  and  in  the  eastern 

it)  which  h  =  the  calorific  value ;  C  =  the  weight  of  carbon,  with  a  calorific 
value  according  to  Fabre  and  SUberman  of  14,500  British  thermal  units ; 
H  =  weight  of  hydrogen,  with  a  calorific  value  by  the  same  amhority  of 
<S2,082  units.  Dolong's  original  formula,  as  quoted  in  another  reference  (J  505)*, 
reduced  to  same  units  and  notation,  is  practically  the  same,  being 


h  =  14,544  C  +  62,032 


<-^> 


Bfinor  variations  of  these  values  have  been  suggested,  based  on  changes  in  the 
cabrific  vilne  due  to  differences  in  the  densities  of  the  elements  (§§  7  and  24). 

*  See  llet  of  references,  ^48. 
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part  of  the  United  States  have  less  than  20  per  cent,  volatile^ 
matter  in  their  composition,  and,  in  a  general  sense,  with  con- 
ditions favorable  to  each,  give  substantially  Uke  evaporative 
results  (§  16).  Each,  however,  has  peculiarities  of  its  own,  so 
that,  with  ordinary  apparatus  and  management,  the  results  vary 
somewhat,  and  the  mechanical  structure  of  the  coal  (§  7)  seems  to 
have  more  influence  on  the  result  than  the  chemical  composition. 
The  practical  results  for  the  softer  coals  of  the  same  class,  sub- 
stantially alike  in  appearance  and  composition,  also  vary  in  much 
the  same  way ;  but  in  general  all  show  a  falling  off  in  evaporative 
efficiency  when  the  volatile  matter  is  greater  than  20  per  cent 

§  7.  The  above  will  serve  to  give  a  general  impression  of  the 
information  available  on  the  subject.  The  explanations  that 
have  been  made  of  various  observed  phenomena  are  more  or  less 
conflicting  because  based  on  experiments  limited  in  number,  or 
carried  out  in  a  manner  which  did  not  develop  all  the  conditions. 
One  difficult  question  to  explain  has  been  the  variations  in  prac- 
tical result  shown  by  coals  of  substantially  the  same  chemical 
composition.  These  differences  have  frequently  been  referred  to 
a  less  percentage  of  refuse,  and  to  differences  in  the  refuse  as 
respects  the  formation  of  clinkers,  eta,  whereby  less  labor  was 
required  to  handle  the  fires,  the  fire-doors  were  opened  less,  and 
there  was  less  heat  carried  away  in  the  refuse  itself.  All  these 
practical  questions  are  of  importance  ;  but  it  is  probable  that  the 
more  important  variations  in  result  are  due  to  the  different  way 
in  which  the  components  are  united  chemically,  and,  as  stated,  to 
a  difference  in  mechanical  structure  of  the  coaL  It  is  known  that 
a  difference  even  in  the  allotropic  form  of  the  element  affects  the 
calorific  value,  Berthelot  finding  nearly  5  per  cent,  difference  in 
calorific  value  due  to  the  combustion  of  carbon  in  the  form  of  a 
diamond,  and  of  amorphous  wood  charcoal  (k  101).^  It  is  known 
that  in  comparing  coals  of  very  similar  composition,  some  will  smut 
the  hands  and  others  will  not ;  some  have  little  cohesion,  like 
rotten  wood,  others  are  like  stone.  The  suggestion  that  the  cal- 
orific value  may  vary  with  the  mechanical  structure  is,  therefore, 
very  probable.  It  has  occurred  to  the  writer  that  these  differ- 
ences may  be  very  much  akin  to  those  resulting  from  the  mixtures 
and  combinations  of  carbon  and  iron,  resulting  in  cast  iron,  malle- 
able iron,  soft  and  hardened  steel,  etc. 

§  8.  In  burning  coal  with  a  large  proportion  of  volatile  matter 
*  See  list  of  references.  ^  48. 
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there  restdts  a  combined  combustion  and  wastefol  distillation  of 
the  volatile  products,  which  latter  are  not  consumed  in  ordinary 
famaceSy  but  escape  to  the  chimney.  The  experiments  show,  as 
stated,  that  the  loss  of  heat  increases  with  the  proportion  of  vola- 
tile products,  and  Bankine  (a  292)  gives  the  carbon  value  of  losses 
on  the  several  assumptions :  First,  that  hydrogen  only  is  wasted ; 
second,  that  the  carbon  is  combined  with  hydrogen  in  the  same 
proportion  as  in  "  marsh  gas  "  and  the  product  wasted ;  and  third, 
that  the  combination  is  in  the  same  proportion  as  in  *'  olefiant  gas  '* 
and  the  product  wasted.  This  would  seem  to  imply  that,  at  the 
temperature  of  the  furnace,  carbon  and  hydrogen  unite  to  form 
hydro-carbons,  but  this  is  probably  not  the  case.  Any  hydro- 
carbons that  appear  are  doubtless  condensed  and  combined  as  a 
part  of  the  coal  itself,  released  as  gases  by  the  heat  of  the  fur- 
nace, and  in  the  main  carried  away,  wasting  the  heat  due  to  their 
chemical  composition,  which  it  is  interesting  to  note  is  less  than 
the  sum  of  the  calorific  values  of  the  elements  (§  24).  The  im- 
perfect combustion  resulting  from  driving  off  the  volatile  matter 
can,  in  part  at  least,  be  explained  by  the  great  volumes  of  gases 
disengaged,  which  prevent  a  proper  admixture  with  the  air  sup- 
pUed,  and  which,  moreover,  absorb  a  portion  of  the  heat  of  the 
combustible  consumed. 

§  9.  Those  of  us  who  were  in  the  United  States  naval  service 
during  the  late  war,  appreciate  the  great  services  rendered  the 
profession  by  the  very  numerous  and  elaborate  investigations 
participated  in  or  made  under  the  direction  of  Chief  Engineer 
B.  F.  Isherwood,  United  States  Navy,  before  and  during  the  time 
he  was  Engineer-in-Ohief  of  the  Navy.  His  publications  contain 
the  details  of  very  many  excellent  and  carefully  conducted  tests 
with  boilers  of  different  types  and  fuel  of  different  kinda  Analy- 
ses were  made  of  typical  coals  employed  in  the  naval  service, 
and  the  corresponding  calorific  values  compared  with  the  actual 
results  obtained  in  practice.  In  his  early  writings  he  urged  that 
the  commercial  value  of  coal  was  measured  entirely  by  the  carbon 
element,  as  was  the  early  belief;  but  afterwards,  in  testing  one  of 
the  Pittsbtu^  coals  with  a  large  percentage  of  volatile  matter,  he 
considered  that  the  hydrogen  showed  in  practice  about  half  the 
calorific  value  of  carbon,  instead  of  upwards  of  four  times  that 
value  as  shown  by  combustion  in  oxygen  {d  1. 151).  This,  how- 
ever, was  with  a  coal  richer  in  hydrogen  than  any  other  that  has 
been  reported  (See  t.  Table  I.). 
16 
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Analyses  of  different  kinds  of  coal  used  daring  two  of  the 
series  of  experiments  recorded  in  his  publications  are  herewith 
presented  in  Table  I.  The  coals  are  arranged  in  the  order  given 
in  the  two  experiments,  so  that  the  comparative  results  obtained 
in  practice  can  be  written  in  additional  lines  below.  Other 
analyses  by  Johnson  are  also  given,  which  will  be  referred  to 
hereafter.  The  Blackheath  anthracite  (Col.  A.)^  of  which  an 
analysis  is  given,  is  a  hard  variety  from  Schuylkill  County,  Pa. 
The  Cumberland  semi-bituminous  coal  (Col.  C.)  was  from  the 
Maryland  coal  fields.  The  Ormsby  bituminous  coal  (Col.  D.)  wa» 
from  the  northwestern  part  of  Pennsylvania,  near  Clarksville,^ 
eighty-five  miles  S.S.W.  from  Erie.  The  Lehigh  is  the  familiar 
hard  anthracite  from  the  region  of  the  same  name. 

§  10.  The  experiments  upon  the  three  coals  first  named  were 
made  in  the  smithery  boiler  of  the  Navy  Yard,  New  York,  in  the 
years  1858-59  {c.  IL  3).  This  was  before  the  dormant  energy  of 
the  nation  was  aroused  by  the  call  to  arms ;  and,  singularly,  while 
it  was  thought  necessary  to  analyze  the  different  coals  carefully^ 
it  was  considered  sufficient  to  ascertain  the  evaporation  by  the 
use  of  the  indicator.  However,  as  the  engine  operated  at  nearly 
full  stroke,  and  had  nearly  a  constant  load  from  fan  blowers,, 
the  results,  though  appearing  low,  are  strictly  comparative,  and 
the  analyses  are  important  in  connection  with  later  trials,  in  all 
of  which  the  water  evaporated  was  carefully  measured.  The 
relative  evaporations  per  pound  of  combustible  without  and 
with  air  admitted  over  the  fire,  through  openings  in  the  furnace 
doors,  are  given  in  lines  18  and  19  of  the  table,  and  the  calorific 
values  by  ultimate  analysis,  according  to  formula  stated  in  §  4, 
are  given  in  line  17.  Comparing  the  experiments  with  the  three 
coals  first  named,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  semi-bituminous  (C)  had 
the  highest  theoretical  calorific  value  and  the  lowest  percentage 
of  carbon  by  both  ultimate  and  proximate  analyses,  and  gave 
substantially  the  same  evaporation  with  air  admitted  over  the 
fire  as  the  Treverton  semi-anthracite  (B),  with  lower  theoretical 
calorific  value  and  higher  carbon.  The  Blackheath  anthracite  (A), 
differing  from  the  Cumberland  very  little  in  ultimate  analysis,  did 
not,  during  these  experiments,  do  as  well  as  either,  but  much  less 
difference  is  shown  in  other  experimenta 

§  11.  The  experiments  with  the  coals  referred  to  in  Columns  D 
and  E  of  the  table,  viz.:  the  Ormsby  bituminous  and  Lehigh  anthra- 
cite, were  made  with  one  of  the  boilers  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Michigan,  at 
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Erie,  Pa.  (d.  I.  145),  the  evaporation  being  at  a  pressure  of  20 
poands  above  the  atmosphere.  The  Ormsbj  coal  had  onlj  5.51 
per  cent,  of  ash  and  the  Lehigh  coal  18.53  per  cent.  The 
evaporation  from  and  at  212  per  pound  of  combustible,  during  two 
snccessiYe  trials  of  72  hours  each,  was,  for  the  Ormsbj  coal,  9.512, 
and  for  the  Lehigh  coal  10.126.  As  shown  in  line  15,  the  cal- 
orific value  of,  the  Ormsby  coal  was  24,988  B.T.U.,*  and  that  of 
the  Lehigh  15,390,  yet  the  latter  gave  the  better  result,  and  the 
analysis  shows  that  it  contained  the  lai^er  percentage  of  carbon 
both  from  ultimate  and  proximate  analysis.  These  experiments 
illustrate  the  falling  off  in  evaporation,  due  to  increase  of  volatile 
products,  which  has  already  been  mentioned,  though  not  at  such 
a  rapid  rate  as  will  be  shown  in  relation  to  other  experiments,  on 
account  of  the  large  proportion'  of  hydrogen  in  the  Ormsby  coaL 
§  12.  The  fact  that  the  evaporation  with  semi-bituminous  coal  is, 
under  average  conditions,  somewhat  greater  than  with  anthracite,  is 
shown  by  a  considerable  number  of  experiments,  but  it  also  appears 
that  under  certain  conditions  the  advantage  disappears.  It  was 
the  habit  during  the  war,  when  a  new  boiler  was  put  in  a  vessel,  to 
make  a  72-hour  trial  of  the  same  before  the  vessel  went  on  duty, 
and,  in  a  number  of  such  cases,  two  trials  were  made,  one  with 
anthracite  coal,  the  other  with  semi-bituminous.  The  trials  were 
at  atmospheric  pressure ;  the  steam  escaping  through  a  large 
opening,  formed  usually  by  disconnecting  the  steam-pipe,  and 
substituting  a  hood  attached  to  the  stop-valve,  to  turn  the 
escaping  steam  downward.  The  feed-water  in  each  case  was 
carefully  measured  in  a  tank  located  on  the  dock  alongside. 
The  first  of  these  experiments  we  refer  to  is  that  with  the  flue 
boiler  of  the  James  Adger  (rf.  IL  448).  The  coals  used  are  de- 
scribed as  Pennsylvania  anthracite  and  Cumberland  semi- 
bituminous,  not  picked  in  either  case.  The  former  had  11.10 
per  cent,  refuse,  the  latter  9.55  per  cent.  The  evaporations 
from  and  at  212  per  pound  of  combustible  were  8.667  for  the 
former,  and  9.647  for  the  latter.  Some  of  the  other  trials,  and 
probably  all  of  them,  were  made  with  lump,  or,  practically,  picked 
coal,  and  thef^e  show  higher  results  than  the  first;  but  the  varia- 
ation  may  be  in  part  due  to  differences  in  the  proportion  of 
boilers,  differences  in  the  particular  coal  used,  and  differences  in 
management,  as  in  these  cases  the  trials  were  made  in  different 
places  by  different  officers  and  men. 

*  The  analysis  is  questioned.     See  t,  Table  I. 
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§  13.  Similar  experiments  were  made  with  the  flae  boiler  of 
the  TJ.  8.  S.  Vnderwriter  {d.  I.  279),  the  coal  being  described  as 
Pennsylvania  anthracite  from  Harvey's  Mine,  and  0eorge*8 
Creek,  Onmberland.  Refuse  for  the  former,  11.37  per  cent.;  for 
the  latter,  13.19  per  cent.  Evaporation,  from  212  degrees  per 
ponnd  of  combustible,  for  the  former,  11.257,  and  for  the  latter, 
12.370.  We  next  refer  to  similar  experiments  with  a  Martin 
boiler  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Wyandotte  {d.  I.  272),  Blackheath  anthracite 
being  used  in  one  case  and  Broadtop  semi-bitnminoos  in  the 
other.  The  steam  generated  escaped  at  atmospheric  pressure 
through  an  open  man-hole.  There  were  two  experiments  with 
each  coal,  the  refuse  being  for  the  anthracite  13.11  per  cent,  and 
10.90  per  cent.,  and  for  the  semi-bituminous  8.57  per  cent,  and 
11.61  per  cent.  The  evaporation*  from  and  at  212  per  pound  of 
combustible  was,  for  the  anthracite,  11.983  without  air  over  fire, 
and  12.412  with  air  admitted  through  openings  in  furnace  doors. 
For  the  semi-bituminous  coal  the  corresponding  evaporations 
were  11.466  without  air  over  fire  and  11.677  with  air;  the 
anthracite  under  latter  condition  giving  a  better  result  Daring 
one  experiment  of  72  hours,  with  a  lower  rate  of  combustion,  the 
anthracite  gave  the  remarkable  evaporation  of  13.865  pounds  of 
water  from  and  at  212  per  pound  of  combustible. 

§  14.  During  experiments  with  the  return  tubular  boiler  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  VaUey  City  {d.  L  255),  using  Susquehanna  Valley  an- 
thracite and  Oumberland  coals,  the  former  with  17  per  cent 
refuse,  the  latter  with  12.48  per  cent,  refuse,  the  evi^ration  from 
and  at  212  per  pound  of  combustible  was,  for  the  former,  11.278, 
and  for  the  latter,  11.475.  The  U.  S.  8.  Mount  Vernon  {d.  I.  244), 
with  similar  coals,  showed  10.02  per  cent,  refuse  for  the  anthra- 
cite, and  16.07  per  cent,  for  the  bituminous,  and  gave  an  evapora- 
tion from  and  at  212  per  pound  of  combustible  of  10.626  for  that 
first  named,  and  10.948  for  the  other. 

§  15.  The  most  complete  set  of  experiments  for  our  present 
purpose  was,  however,  made  in  the  year  1862,  with  the  machino- 
shop  boiler.  Navy  Yard,  New  York  {d.  I.  318).  It  was  of  the 
horizontal  tubular  marine  type,  with  two  internal  furnaces,  de- 
signed so  that  it  could  be  used  as  a  donkey  boiler  on  board  a 
naval  vesseL  Experiments  were  made  with  fifteen  different  vari- 
eties of  coal,  the  water  being  carefully  measurec).  The  evapora- 
tion was  at  atmospheric  pressure.  Each  experiment  was  of  72 
hours'  duration.     The  same  men  were  employed  throughout,  and 
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gre4t  painfi  taken  to  make  the  conditions  as  nearly  the  same  as 
possible.     "The  general  results  are  shown  in  Table  II. 

TABLE    IL 

SBOwnre  Results  of  Ezperimektb  with  Macbinb-Shqp  Boilkr,    Natt 

Yabo.  Nbw  York,  to  Tbst  the  Eyapobatiyb  Efficibncibb  of 

DiFVBRBNT  Kmoe  OF  Goal. 


KccD  OF  Coal. 


Anthimcitea 
seme  Co., 


from 
Pa.... 


Lu- 


AntUracitea     from 
ScbuylkillCo.,  Pa....' 


iLackawanoa  . . . . 

Scranton 

Boston 

Hazititon 

Pitt8t<m 

CoaDcil  Ridge  .. 
^  I  Spring  Mountain. 

Locnat  Mountain 

I  Unknown 

Broad  Mountain. 
iBlackheath 


Semi-Anthracite Glen  Carbon  . 

Semi-Bitnminoos   from)    d.^j*. 

Huntington  Co.,  Va. .  f   B«>*dtop. . . . 


Bituminous  from  Clin- }  It?.„,^.^^ 
too  Co..  Pa J  Eagleton. 


Percentage 
of  Refnse. 


Per  Cent. 


17.54 
17.04 
17.25 
20.95 
16.08 
17.45 
10.80 
18.70 

19.72 
14  16 
19.86 
17.29 

17.66 
18.88 

8.89 

18.08 


Evaporation 
from  and  at  S12» 

ger  Pound  of 
ombastible. 


Poands. 


Relative 
BraporatiTe 
Efficiency. 


11.187 

.991 

10.914 

.967 

10.125 

.897 

11.186 

.986 

10.419 

.928 

10.452 

.928 

10.812 

.958 

10.640 

.942 

10.819 

.958 

10.240 

.907 

10.204 

.904 

11.284 

1.000 

11.184 

.990 

11  604 

1.028 

1   10.228 

.995 

10.701 

.948 

§  16.  The  result  of  these  experiments  showed  that  the  practical 
evaporative  efBciencies  of  the  different  kinds  of  coal  ayailable  for 
steam  purposes  in  the  navy  were  remarkably  near  to  being  alike. 
Mr.  Isherwood  expressed  the  opinion  ihat  probably,  if  very  much 
larger  quantities  of  coal  had  been  burned,  the  average  results  for 
each  of  the  different  anthracites  would  have  been  practically  the 
same,  though  different  experiments  might  vary  10  per  cent  from 
each  other,  or  5  per  cent,  each  side  of  the  average.  It  is  not 
thought  that  so  broad  a  generalization  is  warranted.  It  is,  indeed, 
surprising  that  the  different  coals  gave  results  so  closely  approxi- 
mating each  other,  but  this  must  have  been  largely  due  to  skilful 
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management,  for  it  is  known  that  there  are  important  differences 
in  the  behavior  of  different  coals  in  the  famace,  and  that  some 
require  very  mnoh  more  carefol  manipulation  than  others,  to  se- 
cure satisfactory  results.  The  semi-bituminous  coals  averaged 
better  than  the  anthracites,  but  this  Mr.  Isherwood  attributed  to 
the  proportions  of  the  boiler,  and  claimed  that,  with  a  boiler  prop- 
erly proportioned  to  bum  anthracite,  the  results  would  be  the 
same,  and  other  experiments  show  such  a  result.  Unfortunately, 
analyses  were  not  made  of  the  several  kinds  of  coal  at  this  time, 
but  it  is  assumed  that  the  anthracites  were  substantially  of  the 
same  composition  as  the  Blackheath  anthracite  given  in  Table  I., 
and  the  bituminous  coal  substantially  the  same  as  the  Cumber- 
land semi-bituminous  given  in  the  same  table,  which  is  probably 
true  in  a  general  sense. 

§  17.  The  fact  that  the  greater  part  of  the  Isherwood  experi- 
ments were  made  at  atmospheric  pressure  may  be  criticised, 
but  the  discharge  openings  were  very  large,  and,  moreover,  the 
experiments  correspond  well  one  with  another,  and  with  other  ex« 
periments  with  the  same  coal.  For  instance,  during  the  experi- 
ments with  the  machine-shop  boiler  the  average  evaporation 
from  and  at  212°  per  pound  of  combustible  for  twelve  kinds  of 
anthracite  coal  was  10.868  pounds,  and  for  two  kinds  of  semi- 
bituminous  coal  10.916  pounds,  being  2.2  per  cent,  higher  for  the 
latter.  The  average  of  six  experiments  with  the  new  boilers  on 
steamers  was,  for  the  anthracite,  11.02  pounds,  and  for  the  semi- 
bituminous  11.264  pounds,  or  slightly  greater,  but  the  average  of 
the  semi-bituminous  results  was  2.2  per  cent,  better  than  for  the 
anthracite,  as  before.  In  the  Johnson  experiments,  with  a  small 
boiler  referred  to  hereinafter,  the  corresponding  average  result 
from  eight  kinds  of  anthracite  coal  was  11.235  pounds,  and  from 
eleven  kinds  of  semi-bituminous  coal  11.697  pounds,  or  substan- 
tially the  same  absolute  results  ;  the  latter  showing  3.03  per  cent. 
superiority,  though  tested  under  entirely  different  conditions. 

§  18.  The  earliest  experiments  of  note  made  in  this  country, 
and  in  some  respects  the  most  remarkable,  were  conducted  under 
authority  of  an  Act  of  Congress  approved  September  11,  1841. 
The  experiments  were  made  by  Prof.  Walter  E.  Johnson,  of 
Philadelphia.  His  preliminary  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  was  dated  November  28, 1843,  and,  with  a  final  report  dated 
June  6,  1844,  was  published  as  Document  386,  Twenty-eighth 
Congress,  First  Session.     Professor  Johnson  states  that  the  inves- 
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tigation  was  instituted  ''  on  account  of  the  difficulty  which  had 
been  experienced  and  the  complaints  which  had  been  made,  rel- 
stive  to  the  quality  of  coals  procured  for  the  naval  service.  It 
had  been  found  that  articles  furnished  to  the  government  at  full 
prices  did  not  answer  the  expectations  of  those  concerned  in 
their  consumption.  While  paying  the  highest  prices  for  fuel,  the 
efficiency  of  steam  vessels  was  sometimes  impaired  by  its  inferior 
quality  and  the  la^e  amount  of  impuriiy.  Some  few  experi- 
ments on  the  subject  had  previously  been  made,  under  the  author- 
ity of  naval  officers,  but  with  means  and  appliances  little  calcu- 
lated to  afford  the  desired  information."     (&,  p.  v.) 

§19.  The  professor  was  evidently  a  good  chemist,  with  an 
excellent  scientific  education.  In  his  preUminary  report  (&.,  p. 
viii.)  he  criticises  the  several  standards  proposed  to  determine  the 
heating  power  of  combustible  bodies.  The  method  proposed  by 
Lavoisier,  to  wit,  melting  ice  by  combustion  in  atmospheric  air  or 
oxygen,  was  objected  to  as  not  on  a  practical  scale,  very  small  sam- 
ples being  employed.  Referring  to  the  plan  of  Coxmt  Eumford,  for 
raising  the  temperature  of  water  by  combustion  of  fuel,  he  states 
that  the  range  of  temperature  must  be  limited,  or  a  small  portion 
of  fuel  employed.  He  dismisses  the  experiments  of  a  Mr.  Bull, 
where  the  heating  power  was  determined  by  the  difference  in 
temperature  between  an  interior  and  exterior  case,  the  former 
containing  the  combustible,  with  the  statement  that  only  a  pound 
or  two  of  combustible  was  employed.  He  refers  to  the  practical 
plan  of  mining  engineers  in  Cornwall,  of  determining  the  measure 
of  heating  power  from  the  bulk  of  coal  required  to  pump  a  given 
quantity  of  water,  which  he  says, "  complicates  the  question  of  the 
heating  power  of  coals  with  that  of  the  mechanical  structure  of 
engines ....  the  production  of  steam  with  its  mode  of  application  ; 
questions  wholly  distinct  from  each  other,  and  requiring  inde- 
pendent solutions.''  He  refers  to  the  method  of  Berthier,  of 
Paris,  in  which  the  heating  value  of  the  coal  is  determined  by  the 
weight  of  metallic  lead,  reduced  from  oxide  of  lead  or  lith- 
arge, by  consuming  coal  in  connection  therewith.  He  refers 
to  the  efforts  of  the  German  and  other  European  chemists, 
to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  heating  power  of  fuel,  by  as- 
certaining the  precise  chemical  composition  of  the  combus- 
tible portion,  and  thence  inferring  the  weight  of  oxygen 
which  must  enter  into  chemical  combination  with  it  during  com- 
bustion.    In  making  an  analysis  they  ei^erimentally  supplied 
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the  oxygen  wifch  oompoonds  which  yielded  it  readily,  and  col- 
lected and  weighed  the  gaseous  products  of  combustion,  thus 
inferring  the  weight  of  oxygen  absorbed.  He  states  that  this  is 
"  no  other  than  the  method  of  analysis  so  successfuUy  applied  of 
late  years  to  discover  the  composition  of  organic  substances 
among  which  coal  is  undoubtedly  to  be  ranked.  The  quantity 
employed  in  analyses  of  this  kind  seldom  or  ever  exceeds  ten 
graina"  He  states :  None  of  the  above-described  methods  ap- 
pear to  fulfil  the  conditions  required  in  a  practical  determination 
of  the  evaporative  power  of  the  several  Unds  of  coal,  and  adds, 
*^  Preference  was  therefore  given  to  what  had  to  a  limited  extent 
been  employed  "  by  parties  he  mentions  in  Scotland  and  England 
and  ^'  by  Dr.  Dana,  Mr.  Hayes,  and  Mr.  Francis,  in  this  country.'* 
**  This  method  consists  in  burning  the  coals  under  a  steam  boiler 
so  arranged  and  furnished  with  apparatus  as  to  be  capable  of 
complete  regulation.  The  water  delivered  to  the  boiler  and  the 
coal  supplied  to  the  furnace  are  determined  both  by  weight  and 
measure.  The  supply  of  air,  the  rate  of  combustion,  the  pressure 
and  temperature  of  steam,  the  proportion  and  character  of  the 
pipducts  of  combustion,  both  fixed  and  volatile,  whether  lefl  on 
the  grate  or  passing  through  the  flues,  are  subject  to  careful  ob- 
servation and  experiment"  The  results  are  reported  in  terms  of 
the  weight  of  water  evaporated  from  and  at  212  degrees  per 
pound  of  combustible.'*^  Bear  in  mipd  that  this  is  not  a  modem 
report,  but  was  published  fifty-two  years  ago, 

§  20.  The  experiments  were  conducted  in  this  way  with  forty- 
oue  samples  of  coal.  Nine  were  anthracites  from  Pennsylvania, 
which,  as  seen  in  Table  lY.,  presented  herewith,  then  bore  names 
still  familiar,  one  being  from  the  Lykens  Yalley  Coal  Company, 
Dauphin  County,  which,  **  though  possessing  the  principal  features 
of  anthracites,  also  contains  more  than  the  usual  amount  of  volatile 
matter,  gives  a  considerable  quantity  of  luminous  flame,  burns 
with  more  freedom  than  the  genercJity  of  anthracites,  and  hence 
constitutes  a  proper  link  of  transition  to  the  next  class,  or  that  of 
the  free-burning  or  semi-bituminous  coals,"  of  which  twelve 
samples  were  tried,  six  from  Maryland  and  six  from  Pennsylvania 
In  addition  to  the  above  there  were  eleven  samples  of  Vii^nia 

*  Johnson  actually  used  1,030  heat  units  as  the  latent  heat  of  steam  at  at- 
mospheric  pressure,  instead  of  966,  now  acknowledged  as  the  unit  of  evapora- 
tion, 80  all  of  his  results  must  be  increased  6b  per  cent,  to  compare  with 
modem  practice. 
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coal,  one  from  Sidney,  Nora  Scotia,  one  of  Sootofa,  one  of  Liver- 
pool, and  two  of  Pioton  coals ;  also  one  from  Oannelton,  Indiana, 
and  another  sample  of  a  similar  coal  not  definitely  located.  Tests 
were  also  made  of  natural  coke  from  Virginia,  of  mixtures  of 
anthracite  and  bituminous  coals,  of  two  kinds  of  artificial  coke, 
and  of  pure  wood.  Incidentally,  the  value  of  the  softer  coals  for 
smithery  purposes  was  ascertained  in  the  shops  of  the  Navy  Yard. 
The  adaptability  of  all  the  coals  for  use  on  a  house  grate  was 
also  tested. 

§  21.  The  evaporative  experiments  were  made  in  a  small  flue 
boiler,  specially  constructed  for  the  purpose,  which  was  8j  feet  in 
diameter  and  30  feet  long,  arranged  with  direct  and  return  pas- 
sages for  the  products  of  combustion  outside  the  shell  in  connec- 
tion with  the  flues.  The  grate  was  3  feet  3  inches  by  6  feet.  It 
was  reduced  in  length  8  inches  when  air  bridge  was  used,  and 
still  more  when  a  coking  plate  was  employed.  The  grates  were  9 
inches  from  the  centre  of  boiler  in  front  and  10  inches  at  the  rear. 
The  air  for  the  furnace  passed  on  the  way  to  the  ash-pit,  through 
passages  6  feet  deep  and  9  inches  wide  in  the  side  walls,  by  which 
means  heat  ordinarily  lost  by  radiation  was  utilized  in  heating 
the  air  for  combustion.  The  steam  pressure  was  about  7  pounds. 
The  feed-water  was  introduced  from  an  elevated  tank  through  an 
intermediate  chamber  or  water  lock.  One  to  six  experiments, 
each  of  twenty-four  hours  and  upward,  were  made  with  each 
variety  of  coal,  according  to  the  quantity  furnished,  the  evapora- 
tive efficiency  being,  however,  referred  only  to  five  to  eight  hours 
of  each  run,  when  the  log  showed  that  the  average  conditions 
were  maintained  in  respect  to  rate  of  firing,  admission  of  water, 
etc. ;  all  questions  as  to  losses  in  stopping  and  starting  being  thus 
eliminated.  A  proximate  analysis  was  made  of  all  the  different 
kinds  of  coal,  and  all  were  tested  by  the  method  of  M.  Berthier,  to 
ascertain  the  quantity  of  metallic  lead  reduced  from  a  mass  of 
litharge  by  a  definite  quantity  of  coal  roasted  in  connection  there- 
with. These  results  are  directly  compared  with  those  made 
similarly  by  M.  Baudin  on  French  coals.  The  general  conclu- 
sion from  these  experiments  was  that  the  reduction  was  practi- 
cally all  accomplished  by  the  carbon  element.  The  comparative 
results  of  the  evaporation  and  lithaige  tests  agree  very  closely  for 
the  anthracite  coals,  but  vary  somewhat  for  the  bituminous  coals, 
having  different  ratios  of  fixed  and  volatile  combustible  (6.  585). 
Professor  Johnson  and  his  assistant,  Dr.  King,  also  made  complete 
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organic  analyses  of  a  number  of  the  coals  tested.  A  remarkable 
feature  of  these  analyses  was  that  for  a  number  of  coals  the  actual 
results  obtained  by  evaporation,  when  the  chimney  losses  were 
included,  corresponded  almost  precisely  with  the  calorific  value 
of  the  carbon  element  as  determined  by  organic  analysis  (&.  586), 
thus  so  far  confirming  the  old  impression.  He  refers  also  to  the 
total  calorific  values  assigned  to  Pennsylvania  anthracite  and  Eng- 
lish Newcastle  cofJ  by  foreign  writers,  and  shows  that  by  his 
experiments  Lehigh  coal  tested  gave  superior  results  to  New- 
castle, although  showing  very  considerably  less  total  calorific 
value  (6.  686). 

§  22.  Professor  Johnson's  report  is  a  compendium  of  useful 
information  on  the  general  subject.  His  work  was  carried  out  on 
a  fair  scale,  was  quickly  and  economically  completed,  and  reported 
in  detail  with  great  clearness.  It  is  well  worth  the  study  of  any 
one  proposing  any  extensive  series  of  investigationSi  even  those 
not  confined  to  this  particular  line.  An  abstract  of  these  experi- 
ments was  made  by  Mr.  William  Kent,  member  of  the  committee, 
and  published  in  1891  {j.  430,  et  seq.\  which  will  be  found  of 
interest  to  those  who  have  not  access  to  the  original  work.  Mr. 
£ent  criticised  the  apparatus  in  several  particulars,  such  as  the 
use  of  a  flue  boiler  and  the  small  distance  between  the  grate  bars 
and  boiler.  As  he  says,  however,  the  flue  boiler  was  undoubtedly 
good  practice  at  the  time  and  it  may  be  observed  that  though 
the  grate  was  close  to  the  centre  of  the  boiler  there  was  neces- 
sarily much  more  room  in  the  spandrel  spaces  each  side.  More- 
over, the  large  chambers  incident  to  a  flue  boiler  may  have  been 
an  advantage  rather  than  otherwise  in  burning  some  of  the  bitu- 
minous coals.  It  appears  possible,  however,  as  Mr.  Kent  says,  that 
in  testing  Lehigh  coal  the  fire  was  not  thick  enough  to  prevent 
excessive  air  dilution.  Mr.  Kent  considered  also  that  the  condi- 
tions were  not  calculated  to  obtain  the  best  results  from  some  of 
the  other  coals  tested,  referring  particularly  to  Western  coals,  and 
cites  instances  in  more  modern  practice  where  much  higher 
results  have  been  obtained.  In  a  later  discussion  of  the  subject 
{k  104),  in  comparing  the  results  with  the  tests  of  similar  coals 
made  in  France,  he  acknowledges  that  the  efficiency  was  on  the 
average  as  low  as  shown  in  the  Johnson  tests.  This  shows  that 
both  series  of  tests  were  made  tmder  the  conditions  of  average  or 
ordinary  practice,  which,  on  the  whole,  is  better,  as  evidently  no 
general  laws  can  be  ascertained  by  comparing  tne  average  prac- 
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tice  in  one  case  with  those  obtained  under  special  conditions  in 
another. 

§  23.  In  connection  with  the  review  of  Professor  Johnson's 
experiments  by  Mr.  Kent,  a  similar  review  is  made  in  the  same 
paper  (/  504)  of  a  carefully  conducted  and  extensive  series  of 
tests  of  European  coals  made  by  Scheurer-Kestner  and  Ch. 
Mennier  as  presented  in  an  excellent  study  of  these  tests  with 
others  by  M.  L.  Ghruner.  Tables  of  comparison  of  results  from 
Oraner's  paper  and  Johnson's  report  are  presented,  and  are 
plotted  on  a  diagram  in  connection  with  the  theoretical  heating 
value  of  the  coals  by  Dulong's  law  and  the  apparent  heating  value 
^ascertained  by  Messrs.  Scheurer-Kestner  with  a  Favre  So  Silber- 
man  calorimeter,  which  tables  and  diagram  will  be  referred  to 
later  in  connection  with  another  paper  by  Mn  Kent.  The  review 
of  the  paper  of  M.  Gruner  points  out  some  important  discrepan- 
cies in  the  so-called  "  industrial ''  results  or  practical  evaporative 
efficiencfies  of  different  coals  and  the  calorific  values  of  the  same 
determined  from  chemical  analysis,  and  states  that  from  a  study 
of  the  various  results  M.  Gruner  concludes  that  ''  the  real  value 
of  the  coal  may  better  be  determined  by  a  proximate  than  an 
elementary  analysis,"  which  we  will  show  later  only  applies  to 
the  particular  coals  tested.  It  also  states  that  the  "  heating  power 
increases  and  decreases  with  the  proportion  of  fixed  carbon,"  adding 
that ''  this  is  true  at  least  for  bituminous  coals,  but  not  always  for 
anthracites  and  lignites."  As  an  example,  two  coals  are  selected 
from  the  tables  practically  identical  in  composition,  in  which  the 
one  lowest  in  volatile  matter  gives  the  highest  evaporation. 
Then  another  illustration  is  taken  in  which  the  contrary  is  the 
case.  It  is  stated  that  the  latter  result  is  probably  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  volatile  elements  are  not  always  combined  in  the 
same  manner.  It  is  then  ai^ed  by  Mr.  Kent  that  some  of  these 
explanations  are  not  in  accordance  with  the  view  that  elements  in 
a  less  condensed  state  have  a  higher  calorific  value. 

§  24.  One  reference  is  made  in  Mr.  Kent's  review  of  M.  Gru- 
ner's  paper  {j  506)  whicli  explains  the  discrepancies  between  the 
results  obtained  by  calculating  the  calorific  value  of  a  coal  and 
those  shown  by  a  calorimeter,  it  being  stated  in  effect  that  Favre 
&  Silberman  had  discovered  that  isometric  and  ternary  hydro- 
carbons had  less  calorific  value  than  was  due  to  the  components, 
and  it  is  further  stated,  though  not  clear  by  whom,  that  "  all  heat 
set  free  in  the  act  of  condensation  is  lost  beyond  recovery  by  the 
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act  of  combustion;"  also  that  "ooals  are  temally  compounds, 
condensed  to  various  degrees,  and  this  is  why  a  simple  elemen- 
tary analysis  which  determines  nothing  as  to  the  mode  of  com- 
bination, can  teach  us  nothing  as  to  the  calorific  power,  and 
therefore  does  not  indicate  the  industrial  value."  The  views  of 
a  number  of  parties  in  explanation  of  the  various  anomalies  are 
referred  to,  which  as  a  whole  rather  confuse  the  matter,  as  some 
of  the  arguments  pro  and  con  relate  to  different  branches  of  the 
subject.  For  instance,  it  appears  that  Professor  Stein,  of  Dresden, 
had  asserted  that  ^'  an  elementary  analysis  teaches  us  nothing 
about  the  actual  properties  of  coal ; "  which  is  answered  by  re- 
ferring to  ''the  consbientious  work  of  Begnault,"  who  concluded 
from  his  analyses  that  "  the  elementary  composition  of  coals  of 
the  carboniferous  formation  and  of  the  same  quality  varies  only 
within  very  narrow  limits"  (J  506).  Evidently  there  is  no  dispute 
about  the  substantial  uniformity  in  chemical  composition  of  coals 
of  the  same  quality.  The  lack  of  uniformity  is  in  the  heating 
power  shown  by  different  coals  of  practically  the  same  composi- 
tion. Mr.  Kent  closes  this  paper  (J)  with  a  suggestion  that  further 
tests  are  necessary,  particularly  of  the  Western  coals,  and  suggests 
that  great  improvements  can  be  made  in  the  manner  of  their  com- 
bustion so  as  to  obtain  higher  practical  results. 

§  25.  The  subject  was  still  further  discussed  by  Mr.  Kent  in  a 
paper  on  ''  Tests  of  the  Heating  Power  of  Coals,"  published  in 
Rothwell's  Mineral  Inditsiry  (k  97).  The  paper  opens  with  a 
description  of  the  calorimeter  of  Monsieur  P.  Mahler,  and  gives 
in  tabular  form  the  results  of  investigations  made  by  him  with 
the  same  under  the  auspices  of  the  Societe  dC Encouragement 
four  rindustine  Nationale.  The  tables  of  comparative  results  of 
Scheurer-Kestner,  Johnson,  and  others  from  the  former  paper  are 
also  given,  together  with  the  diagram  accompanying  the  same, 
with  the  results  of  Mahler  also  plotted  thereon.  This  diagram  is 
herewith  reproduced  as  Fig.  55,  together  with  two  of  the  tables 
presented  by  Mr.  Kent,  which  are  renumbered  here  III.  and  TV. 
The  diagram,  Fig.  55,  shows  a  comparison  of  the  calorimetric  and 
theoretical  heating  powers  of  the  coals  tested  by  Scheurer-Kestner 
and  Mahler,  and  the  industrial  or  steaming  powers  of  those  tested 
by  Scheurer-Kestner  and  Johnson,  the  positions  of  the  averages 
of  Gruner's  five  classes  being  also  laid  down.  The  results  are 
plotted  on  a  base  representing  the  percentages  of  fixed  carbon  to 
the  total  of  fixed  and  volatile  combustible,  and  the  ordinates  rep- 
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resent  the  heating  powers  in  calories.*  The  upper  h'ne  of  the 
diagram  shows  the  calorific  value  by  calorimeter  of  the  coals 
tested  by  Scheurer-Kestner.  The  five  numbered  stars  in  the  line 
show  the  position  of  the  averages  of  Gruner's  classes.     The  third 
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Pig.  56. 

Una  f fom  the  top  of  diagram  shows  the  theoretical  heating  value, 
accor^ding  to  Dulong's  law,  of  the  coals  tested  by  Scheurer-Kest- 
iier.  The  intermediate  curve  shows  the  average  of  Mahler's 
caloiri  meter  tests  plotted  in  relation  to  the  percentage  of  fixed 
carbon. 

'TTie  formnla  of  DuloDg  is  given  in  foot-note  §  4  in  terms  of  B.  T.  U.     The 
calorie  referred  to  equals  If  of  1  B.  T.  U. 
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TABLE  IIL 
Hbatino  Power  of  Coals. 

According  to  Scheurer-Kestner  and  others,  as  collated  by  Qruner.    Arranged  iir 
order  of  per  cent,  of  fixed  carbon  in  dry  fuel  free  from  asii.    (Kent.) 


1 

1 

POBITIOM. 

HCATHfO  POWKB. 

Deucbiption  op  Fuel. 

C. 

H. 

0  +  N.* 

Actual.t 

ByDu- 
long's 
Law. 

iDdnstrial. 

Calories. 

Cal. 

In 

BoUers. 

^5 

Anthracite  coal  from  the  Crensot. . 

88.1 

89-90 

64.2 

80.4 

74-82 
77.8 
78.0 

6»-74 
70.8 
64.4 

eo-^ 

68.6 
60.6 

60.4 

60.0 

58.6 

60-60 

66.0 
52.0 
61.4 
60.4 
48.8 
46.8 
J»-30 

92.36 

90-98 

90.79 

88.48 

88-91 
84.47 
68.82 

84-80 
83.94 
83.65 

««5 

68.82 

78.68 

81.56 

76.87 

78.97 

72-80 

76.58 
72.98 
67.60 
66.51 
70.57 
66.81 
44.44 

8.66 

4.6-4 

4.24 

4.41 

6.6-4.6 
4.21 
4.79 

6-4.6 

4.48 

6.17 

6.8^ 

4.60 
5.28 

4.98 

4.68 

8.98 

6-5,8 

4.97 

7.11 

6.6-6.6 
11.82 
6.89 

11-6.6 

11.68 

11.48 

14.2-10 

11.68 
16.19 

18.46 

18.46 

9456 

9200-9600 

9263 

9682 

9800-9600 
9267 
9077 

8800-9800 
9060 
8608 

8600-8800 

8724 
8826 

8462 

8216 

8457 

8000-6600 

7924 
6480 
6811 
6858 
7868 
7006 
8622 

6668 

8668 

8868 

■'7789*' 
8494 

"Tsio* 

6024 

7668 
7455 

7717 

7082 

7887 

8887 
6800 
6881 
6760 
6542 
6788 
8590 

Gruner'8  Clots  6.    Dry  or  semi- 

bitaminooB  anthracite  coals 

Dr^-buming    coal.    6t.   Paul    du 

&760-eoeo 

68. »• 

Short-flaming  or  flat  coal.   Chaptal 
do  CreuBOt 

Gf^ner's  Clou  4.    Short-flamlng, 
caking  or  coking 

6888-6400 

66.0^ 

Caking  coal.    Anzin 

Gruner*$  CUm   8.     True  caking 

coals,  or  Smith's  coals 

Cabins  coal.    Denain 

6876-6868 

G8.» 

Long-flamine  coal.    Bultzbach .... 

Gruner's  Cfau  2.     Long-flaming, 

caking  or  gas  coals 

, 

4664-6818 

66  S^ 

Long-flaming,  caking  coal.    Dutt- 

Lcng-flaming,  dry  coal.    Montceau 
Heydt . 

Long-flaming,  dry  coal.    Louisen- 
thai 

Long-flaming,    semi-coking    coal. 

4.67    '  16. SA 

Gruner's  Class  1.    Long-flaming, 
dry  coals 

6.5-4.5 

8.27 
4.04 
4.55 
4.72 
6.44 

19.5-15 

15.15 
22.96 
27.85 
28.77 
28.09 

4286-4600 

66.1 

Highly  bituminous  lignite.    Bohe- 
mia  

Dry  lignite.    Rocherbleu 

Bituminous  wood 

.... 

Foseil  wood,  passing  into  lignite . . 
Fat  lignite,  Manosqae 

Dry  lignite,  Hanosque 

4.85     :  28.84 
6.17    1  49.89 

Cellulose.    CiaHjoOjo 

•  The  nitrogen  rareljr  exceeds  one  per  cent. 

t  These  are  the  results  with  calorimeter  used  by  Scheurer-Kestner. 

§  26.  A  table  not  herein  presented  shows  the  results  of  tests 
with  the  Mahler  calorimeter  of  thirty-one  samples  of  coal  of 
different  kinds,  together  with  seven  samples  of  lignite  turf  and 
wood  stated  in  connection  with  the  theoretical  heating  power 
derived  from  Dulong's  formula  previously  stated,  and  a  modified 
form  of  the  same  by  Mahler,  giving  substantially  the  same 
results.  The  table  showing  Mahler's  results  is  not  here  repro- 
duced, as  he  made  no  tests  with  steam  boilers,  but  confined  his 
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attentiou  to  a  comparison  of  calorific  values  determined  by 
calorimeter,  and  calculated  from  tdtimate  analysis — which  two 
methods  agreed  very  closely.  The  results  of  proximate  analyses 
are  also  given  in  the  table. 

TABLE  IV. 


JOHKBON 

8  Results  Corbbctkd  akd  Comfabbd  by  Per  Cent,  of 
Carbon  to  Total  Combustible.    (Kent.) 

Fixed 

fe 

I' 

Naioe  of  Coal. 

Evapora- 
tion per 
Pound 
Combus- 
tible.* 

Fixed 
C:  Per 

Cent. 

Toul  C. 

and  Vola- 

tUeMat. 

ter. 

Volatfle 
Matter: 
Per  Cent. 
ToUl 
C.and 
Volatile 
Matter. 

Bvapora* 
ation,t 
Egulva- 

fent. 
Calories. 

1        15 

Anthracites,  PennnAtania: 
Beaver  Meadow  Slope,  No.  8 

11.15 
11.99 
11.62 
ll.fiO 
10.26 
11.47 
11.50 

11.95 
11.80 
11.66 
12.89 
11.76 
11.91 
11.68 
11.48 
12.08 
10.54 
10.91 

10.81 
10.38 
10.63 
10.55 
9.15 
9.82 
9.15 
9.54 
8.24 

10.85 
9.06 
8.80 
9.78 
8.28 
5.02 

97.4 
97.2 
95.6 
96.8 
94.4 
95.7 
92.4 

86.6 
85.5 
83.6 
88.2 
82.7 
84.8 
88.2 
88.8 
80.1 
79.1 
77.2 

77.5 
71.1 
60.9 
64.8 
61.8 
65.0 
63.8 
59.9 
68.2 

67.2 
78.9 
57.8 
61.4 
54.9 

2.6 
2.8 
4.4 
8.2 
5.6 
4.8 
7.6 

14.4 
14.5 
16.4 
16.8 
17.8 
15.7 
16.8 
16.2 
'  19.9 
20.9 
22.8 

22.5 
28.9 
89.1 
35.7 
88.7 
85.0 
86.2 
40.1 
86.8 

82.8 
26.1 
42.2 
88.6 
45.1 

6,968 

2       14 

.  •'           ♦•            *f^      ♦»    6 

6,068 
6,186 

8         9 

Forest  Improvement 

4    1      R 

Peach  Monntain 

6,»4 

23 
11 
10 

8 

13 
7 

5 
4 
6 
12 
2 
20 
16 

17 
21 
18 
19 
28 
24 
27 
86 
81 

22 
29 
80 
25 
112 

Lehigh 

5,509 

Lackawanna 

Lykeni  Valley 

Semi-BUuminous  ; 
New  York  &  Maryland  Mining  Co.,  Md. 

Nere,  Cumberland,  Md 

Eaaby's,  Md 

6,150 
6,17« 

6,417 
6,068 
6,261 

Atkinson  A  Templeman,  Md 

6,658 

Eai!>by  A  Smith's,  Md 

6,815 

Dauptiin  and  Snsqaebanna,  Pa 

6,896 

Blossbarg,  Pa 

6,278 

LTCominir  Creek.  Pa 

6,188 

Onin's  Ran  Pa  ....                            .... 

6,466 

17 

Karthaos,  Pa     

5,660 

18 

Cambria  Co.,  Pa. ..  x 

5,860 

19 

Barr's  Deep  Run,  Va 

5,806 

W 

Cronch  &  8nead,  Va 

6,574 

«1 

Midlothian  (screened),  Va 

5,708 

a 

Chesterfield  Mining  Co.,  Va        

6,666 

tt 

Tippecanoe,  Va 

4,914 

U 

Cree  k  Co . ,  Va 

6,278 

25 

Clover  Hill,  Va 

4,914 

» 

Pittsburgh,  Pa 

5,128 

fl 

Cannelton,  Ind 

4;425 

88 

Bituminous,  ForHgn  : 
Picton,  N.  8 . . . .  T 

5,5.^8 

80 

Sidney.N.S 

Livemool.  Bnir 

4,8G5 
4,726 

SI 

Newcastle,  Eng 

5,252 

82 

Scotch,  Scotland 

4,419 

88   '    » 

Dry  IMiie  Wood 

1     2,t>96 

*  Evaporation  from  and  at  212  degrees  F.  per  pound  combustible. 
t  Johnson's  figures  corrected  by  multiplying  by  1.066. 

§27.  The  paper  states,  referring  to  diagram  Fig.  55,  that 
^^  Johnson's  tests  gronp  themselves  in  three  distinct  classes. 
They  are  numbered  from  one  to  thirty-two  in  the  order  of  their 
steambg  values."  (See  also  Table  IV.)  The  extreme  irregu- 
larity of  these  tests  is  clearly  shown  by  the  position  of  the  num- 
bers. The  five  short,  inclined  lines  included  among  Johnson's 
groups  represent  the  range  of  the  industrial  value  of  Qruner's 
17 
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five  olasses.  (See  also  Table  III.)  '^  They  show  as  close  an 
agreement  as  can  be  expected  with  the  results  of  Johnson,  and 
indicate  that  the  efficiency  of  coals  in  actual  trial,  upon  which 
Gruner's  figures  are  based,  was  about  as  low  on  an  average  as  the 
efficiency  shown  in  Johnson's  tests.  This  efficiency,  as  shown  in 
the  last  column  of  Table  III.,  ranges  from  66  per  cent  down  to 
55  per  cent,  of  the  total  heating  value." 

§  28.  It  will  be  seen  that  calorific  values  by  Mahler's  calorime- 
ter, compared  with  the  percentage  of  fixed  carbon,  plot  compara- 
tively near  the  average  curve  given.  Mr.  Kent  therefore  con- 
cludes :  "  Knowing,  therefore,  the  percentage  of  fixed  carbon  in 
the  dry  coal  free  from  ash,  we  may,  in  the  case  of  all  coals  con- 
taining over  58  per  cent,  of  fixed  carbon,  predict  the  heating 
value  within  a  limit  of  error  of  about  3  per  cent.; "  and  prepares 
a  table,  herein  presented  as  Table  V.,  taken  from  the  curve  on 
diagram,  Fig.  55,  marked  "Average  of  Mahler's  Calorimeter 
Tests."  The  plotted  results  from  the  curve  are  very  interesting, 
and  for  the  first  time,  perhaps,  give  a  fair  general  idea  of  one  of 
the  relations  to  be  considered.  It  will  be  shown  later,  however, 
that  this  particular  curve  is  only  true  for  the  particular  experi- 
ments. 

§  29.  Mr.  Kent  states  that  below  50  per  cent,  of  fixed  carbon 
the  law  apparently  does  not  hold,  and  continues: 

*'The  comparison  of  the  indaBtrial  or  steaming  power  by  Johnson's  and 
Gruner's  tests  with  the  heating  valae  as  determined  by  a  calorimeter,  strongly 
emphasizes  the  fact  that  in  tne  burning  of  highly  bituminous  coals  nnder  ordi- 
nary flteam  boilers,  a  greater  percentage  of  heat  is  lost  than  in  the  burning  of 
anthracite  and  semi-bituminous  coals.  There  is  but  little  difference  in  the 
caloriiuetric  heating  power  of  coals  containing  reapectively  70  and  85  per  cent,  of 
fixed  carbon  ;  but  in  industrial  practice  the  latter  gives  from  15  to  20  per  cent, 
higher  results.  This  is  simply  due  to  the  great  difficulty  in  ordinary  boiler  fur- 
naces of  burning  the  excess  of  volatile  combustible  matter  which  passes  out  of 
the  chimney  in  smoke  and  unbumed  gases." 

§  30.  Mr.  Kent  continues : 

*'  It  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that  tests  similar  to  those  made  by  Soheurer-Eest- 
ner,  Mahler,  and  others,  on  European  coals,  should  be  made  on  the  coals  of  the 
United  States.  The  calorimetric  apparatus  used  by  Mahler  is  all  that  can  be 
desired  for  determining  total  heating  value.  If  our  western  coals  which  are  now 
being  wasted  in  steam-boiler  furnaces  to  the  extent  of  many  million  d<diar8  per 
year  could  be  tested  calorimetrically  by  this  apparatus,  and  the  results  compared 
with  those  of  actual  boiler  tests,  we  should  then  realize  the  enormous  extent  of 
the  waste  that  is  taking  place,  and  Inventors  would  be  encouraged  to  devise  im- 
proved boiler  furnaces  by  the  use  of  which  a  large  percentage  of  the  coal  now 
wasted  might  be  saved.*' 
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TABLE   V. 
Approximate  Hsatihg  Valub  of  Coalb.    (Kent). 


Percentage  of 
Fixed  Caurbon 

Heatima  Value. 

Percentage  of 
Fixed  Cubon 
in  Dry  Coal 
and  free  from 
Ash. 

in  Dry  Coal 

and  ftee  from 

A»h. 

Calories. 

British  Thermal 
Units. 

calories.      i^'**^'^^^,^""*^ 

97 
94 
90 

87 
80 
72 
68 

8,200 

8,400 

8,600     ^ 

8.700 

8,800 

8,700 

8.600 

14,760 
15,120 
15,480 
15,660 
15,840 
15,660 
15,480 

63 
60 
57 
54 
51 
50 

8.400 
8,100 
7,800 
7,400 
7,000 
6.800 

15,120 
14,580 
14.040 
18.820 
12,600 
12.240 

§  31.  The  papers  of  Mr.  Kent  furnish  a  creditable  and  highly 
interesting  compendium  of  the  work  done  in  the  calorimetric, 
analytic,  and  practical  evaporatiYe  tests  during  the  investigations 
referred  to,  and  the  opinions  of  a  number  of  scientific  men  on  the 
subject.  The  results  he  has  collated  can,  however,  only  be  used, 
in  connection  with  those  from  other  available  experiments,  as  evi- 
dence to  aid  us  in  the  investigation  of  the  particular  problem 
which  has  brought  about  this  discussion ;  viz.,  whether  or  not  the 
practical  evaporation  of  steam  boilers  should  be  compared  on  the 
basis  of  evaporation  per  pound  of  combustible,  or  with  the  cal- 
orific value  of  the  fuel  as  determined  by  the  calorimeter  or  ulti- 
mate analysis. 

§  32.  If  a  new  compaiison  is  available  it  should  enable  us  to 
compare  the  results  of  a  test  of  a  particular  boiler,  using  a  par- 
ticular coal  having  certain  characteristics,  with  those  from  another 
boiler  using  a  different  coal — either  directly  or  by  comparing  the 
results  of  each  with  some  standard.  Let  us  try  and  find  such  a 
standard.  If  we  compare  directly  by  the  efficiency,  or  the  per- 
centage of  the  total  calorific  value  of  the  fuel  utilized  in  a  particu- 
lar case,  we  find  that  this  percentage  varies  with  different  coals, 
as  shown  in  the  last  line  of  Table  I.  and  by  the  last  column  of 
Table  m.,  repeated  in  column  11  of  Table  VIII. 

§  33.  The  relations  between  the  fixed  and  volatile  combustible 
of  the  coal  have  long  been  supposed  to  have  something  to  do  with 
the  matter,  so  these  relations  were  ascertained  for  the  experiments 
of  Johnson  fifty-two  years  ago,  as  well  .as  for  the  previous  experi- 
ments of  Qruner  in  1842  to  which  he  refers  {b  307).  Naturally 
tiierefore  the  earUer  experiments  have  been  plotted  by  Mr.  Kent 
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(see  Fig.  55)  with  the  percentage  of  fixed  combustible  compared  to 
the  sum  of  the  fixed  and  volatile  combostible  as  a  base,  and  the 
total  and  practical  calorific  values  as  ordinates.  So  far  as  effi- 
ciencj  is  concerned,  the  base  assumed  simplj  separates  the 
results  of  different  experiments  so  that  they  may  be  studied. 
The  same  result  would  have  been  secured  if  any  variable  in  the 
composition  of  the  coal  had  been  taken  as  a  base.  The  shape  of 
the  approximate  curves  would  have  been  varied,  but  without 
changing  the  efficiencies,  for  they  are  shown  for  a  particular  case 
by  the  position  of  the  total  and  practical  calorific  values  on  a 
vertical  ordinate.  The  average  curves  traced  through  such  points 
are  not  parallel  or  of  the  same  form.  Therefore  the  relations 
between  the  two,  or  the  efficiencies,  are  not  constant,  as  already 
shown  by  the  figures  above  given. 

§  34.  Mr.  Kent  shows  that  for  the  Mahler  experiments  the 
calorimetric  values  bear  a  fairly  definite  relation  to  the  fixed 
carbon  as  represented  by  the  Mahler  curve  on  the  diagram  and 
in  Table  Y.  derived  therefrom ;  but  this  does  not  help  us  as  to  the 
relation  which  the  practical  evaporation  bears  to  the  calorific 
value  or  to  the  elementary  composition  of  the  coal,  as  Mahler 
made  no  boiler  experiments.  Moreover,  it  appears  that  the 
Mahler  curve  applies  only  to  the  particular  coals  tested  by  him, 
as  explained  in  this  and  the  two  succeeding  sections.  It  is 
true  that  the  Mahler  calorimeter  gave  results  as  closely  resembling 
those  calculated  from  chemical  composition  as  could  be  expected, 
particularly  when  it  is  known,  as  before  explained  (§  24),  that  the 
carbon  and  hydrogen  which  are  chemically  combined  in  hydro- 
carbons have  together  less  calorific  value  than  the  elements  sepa- 
rately. Within  moderate  limits,  however,  the  results  by  calori- 
meter appear  to  correspond  with  the  heating  power  oiJculated 
from  chemical  analysis ;  and  the  Mahler  curve,  Fig.  55,  therefore 
represents  approximately  the  mean  results  of  both  method&  By 
similar  reasoning  the  calorimetric  results  obtained  by  Scheurer- 
Eestner  were  evidently  too  high.  The  results  should  have 
plotted  with  those  calculated  from  the  elementary  composition, 
and  the  upper  broken  line  in  Fig.  55  would  have  taken  practically 
the  position  of  the  broken  line  third  from  the  top,  when  a  smooth 
curve  averaging  the  results  would  have  shown  both  the  average 
heating  power  by  calorimeter  and  that  calculated  from  the  analy- 
sis, within  reasonable  limits,  the  same  as  the  Mahler  curve. 

§  35.  The  difference  in  the  positions  of  the  Mahler  curve  and  the 
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third  one  from  the  top,  which  represent  respeotivelj  the  calorific 
values  of  the  coals  tested  by  Mahler  and  by  Soheurer-Kestner, 
indicates  a  very  considerable  difference  in  the  qualities  of  the 
coals  tested,  so  the  comparison  shown  by  Mr.  Kent  in  Table  Y* 
is  not  applicable  to  the  coals  tested  by  Scheurer-Kestner.  Many 
of  the  coals  tested  in  both  cases  contain  su£Scient  oxygen  to 
carry  off  during  combustion  a  large  proportion  of  the  hydrogen 
combined  with  oxygen  to  form  steam.  It  therefore  follows  thai 
the  calorific  value  of  these  coals  is  very  nearly  represented  by 
the  carbon  alone,  and  this  will  be  shown  more  clearly  by  a  com- 
parison hereafter.  There  are  a  number  of  coals  in  the  United 
States  which  have,  as  shown  in  Table  I.,  a  fair  proportion  of 
hydrogen  and  very  little  oxygen ;  which,  therefore,  have  a  high 
ctdorific  value,  and  should  plot  in  a  curve  above  the  Mahler 
curve  in  Fig.  55.  Moreover,  some  of  the  bituminous  coals  of 
the  United  States  and  England  contain  a  considerable  propor- 
tion of  oxygen — the  Oaseyville  coal  (Z,  Table  I.)  having  17  per 
cent..  Clover  Hill  11.6  per  cent.,  and  Newcastle  and  Scotch  coal 
10  to  11  per  cent.,  with  59  per  cent,  to  64  per  cent,  of  fixed  com- 
bustible, so  coals  of  this  class  would  probably  plot  as  low  as,  or  in 
some  cases  lower  than,  the  Mahler  curve ;  and  as  both  kinds  of 
coal  are  found  in  the  United  States,  it  would  probably  be  neces- 
sary to  construct  a  different  curve  for  each  of  the  several  differ- 
ent varieties  of  coal,  as  all  kinds  would  depart  so  widely  from 
any  average.  Until,  therefore,  a  thorough  investigation  is  made 
of  all  kinds  of  American  coals  by  calorimetric  tests,  chemical 
analysis,  and  practical  evaporation,  we  cannot  infer  the  calorific 
value  of  such  coals  from  the  percentages  of  fixed  combustible, 
derived  from  a  simple  proximate  analysis,  with  any  reasonable 
accuracy ;  and  the  evaporative  efficiency  involves  so  many  more 
elements  of  doubt  that  it  would  in  general  be  impossible  to 
approximate  it  by  any  such  method. 

§36.  The  above  considerations  are  emphasized  by  recent  experi- 
ments of  Professor  Carpenter  (w)  with  an  improved  form  of 
calorimeter,  the  results  of  which,  rearranged  by  him  to  apply  to 
dry  coal,  and  by  the  writer  according  to  the  percentages  of  fixed 
combustible,  to  compare  with  Mr.  Kent's  tables,  are  herewith  pre- 
sented in  Table  VI.  It  will  be  seen  by  comparing  columns  i  and 
A  that  there  is  no  direct  relation  between  the  percentage  named 
and  the  calorific  value,  nor  is  there  a  general  trend  toward  a  curve 
like  that  given  in  Mr.  Kent's  paper.     The  anthracites,  compared 
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by  thermal  units  per  pound  of  coal  (column  €\  show  on  the  average 
lower  calorific  values  than  the  bituminous  coals,  but  the  latter 
show  no  regular  decrease  in  calorific  value  as  the  percentage  of 
fixed  combustible  is  increased.  While  there  are  wide  differences 
in  result,  all  taken  together  show  roughly  an  equality  in  the  calo- 
rific value  of  the  different  kinds  of  American  coals,  independent 
of  the  percentage  of  fixed  combustible.  The  widest  variation  in 
the  calorific  values  of  the  combustible  of  the  various  anthracites 
is  only  about  three  per  cent,  from  the  mean,  and  for  the  bitumi- 
nous coals  the  results  shown  in  the  last  two  lines,  for  which  the 
fixed  combustible  is  below  fifty-nine  per  cent.,  are  the  only  ones 
which  fall  oflf  greatly  compared  with  the  others. 

§  37.  Referring  to  column  g  of  the  table,  Professor  Carpenter 
writes :  '^  The  heat  units  per  pound  of  fixed  combustible  average 
somewhat  higher  than  the  theoretical  value  of  the  carbon,  which 
I  think  indicates  that  in  the  oxygen  calorimeter  the  volatile  matter 
has  some  combustible  value.''  It  should  be  observed  that  the 
above  conclusion  does  not  modify  that  already  stated  (§  4),  to 
the  effect  that  the  evaporation  of  many  coals  is  proportioned  to 
the  total  contained  carbon  by  ultimate  analysis,  as  the  weight  of 
such  carbon  is  necessarily  greater  than  the  so-called  fixed  carbon 
shown  by  proximate  analysis,  as  will  be  seen  by  examining  the 
first  columns  of  the  several  analyses  given  in  Table  L  The  vola- 
tile  matter,  being  composed  of  hydrocarbons,  carries  off  with  it  a 
portion  of  the  carbon,  and  with  many  coals  the  effective  result  is 
represented  by  the  weight  of  carbon,  whether  combined  with 
hydrogen  or  not. 

§  38.  It  is  suggested  that  the  results  of  proximate  analyses  be 
stated  in  terms  of  *' fixed  combustible"  and  "volatile  combusti- 
ble," which  were  used  by  Johnson  many  years  ago.  It  is  not  at 
all  certain  that  the  residue  after  roasting  the  coal  is  all  carbon, 
even  though  the  ashes  be  weighed  back  after  such  residue  is  con- 
sumed, but  with  such  correction  the  residue  is  undoubtedly  fixed 
oo7nl/u8tiblej  and  the  term  would  therefore  seem  to  be  more 
accurate. 

§  39.  In  this  general  connection  attention  is  called  to  the  paper 
of  Mr.  George  M.  Barrus,  member  of  the  Society,  on  "  The  Co^l 
Calorimeter,"  Transactions^  Vol.  XIV.,  page  816.  The  results  of 
his  experiments  are  not  directly  applicable  for  the  purposes  of  this 
investigation,  from  the  fact  that  neither  ultimate  nor  proximate 
analyses  are  given  of  the  particular  coals  tested.     One  interesting 
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feature  of  his  experiments  is,  however,  the  fact  that  for  seventeen 
samples  of  Cumberland  coals  the  calorific  values  of  the  combusti- 
ble varied  from  13,819  thermal  units  to  15,313  thermal  units,  and 
six  specimens  of  Greorge's  Creek  coal  varied  from  13,819  to  15,140 
thermal  units.  These  differences  appear  to  be  much  greater  than 
those  which  result  from  actual  tests  of  steam  boilers  with  this 
kind  of  fuel,  and  show  the  difficulties  of  obtaining  exact  results 
from  small  samples.  No  method  of  sampling  is  efficacious  in 
ascertaining  the  exact  proportion  of  lump  and  slack  coal  which 
contain  very  different  proportions  of  ash  and,  in  some  cases,  of 
volatile  combustible ;  and  if  to  the  errors  of  sampling  we  add  the 
possible  ones  due  to  the  determination  of  exact  quantities  on  the 
small  scale  employed  in  an  oxygen  calorimeter,  or  even  a  chemical 
analysis,  the  reasons  accumulate  why  the  real  test  of  a  steam 
boiler  must  in  the  end  depend  upon  the  evaporative  results  pro- 
duced by  evaporating  water  practically  in  a  boiler,  as  has  been 
the  general  conclusion  of  investigators  for  many  years ;  and  there 
is  extreme  danger  of  inaccuracy  by  reporting  the  results  of  such 
trials  in  terms  of  efficiency,  one  important  factor  of  which  involves 
the  errors  of  sampling  and  of  measurement  of  small  quantities 
above  referred  to,  as  well  as  those  due  to  pecuUarities  of  the  calo- 
rimeters or  methods  of  analysis  employed. 

§  40.  Professor  Unwin  in  the  third  James  Forrest  lecture  before 
the  (British)  Institution  of  Civil  Engineers  (p)  gives  an  interest- 
ing example,  showing  the  substantial  identity  in  the  performance 
of  two  well-known  kinds  of  coal  and  the  difficulty  in  obtaining 
reliable  results  on  such  a  subject.  He  states  that  in  1857  experi- 
ments were  made  with  Newcastle  and  Welsh  coals,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  colliery  owners,  during  which  was  obtained  an 
evaporation  of  12.91  from  Newcastle  coal  and  12.35  from  Welsh 
coal.  The  Admiralty  repeated  the  experiments  with  the  same 
boiler,  and  found  the  Welsh  coal  rather  the  better  of  the  two, 
instead  of  somewhat  inferior.  Later  a  third  series  of  trials  was 
made  at  Cardiff,  and  the  Welsh  coal  found  much  the  better.  In 
lSSl-82  Mr.  D.  K.  Clark  obtained  an  evaporation  of  12^  to  13i 
pounds  from  both  coals,  and  concludes  that  these  coals  when 
treated  properly  "are  equal  in  evaporative  power  and  equally 
smokeless." 

§41.  With  the  view  of  ascertaining  if  any  definite  relation 
exists  between  the  calorific  value,  evaporative  efficiency,  per- 
centage of  carbon,  and  percentage  of  fixed  combustible.  Tables 
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TABLE  VII. 

Comparison   of  Various  Akebicak  ai{d  Foreign  Semi-Bituminous 
BiTXTMiNOUs  Coals  as  analyzed  and  tested  bt  Johnson. 
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YU.  and  YIII.  have  been  prepared  with  these  several  quantities 
written  in  parallel  colamns.  Johnson  did  not  commence  making 
organic  analyses  antil  the  experiments  were  partly  completed ;  and 
so  only  gives  them  in  connection  with  evaporative  tests  for  the 
different  varieties  of  bitmninous  and  semi-bituminous  coals  as 
shown  in  the  first  six  lines  of  Table  Vll.*  In  the  table  the  several 
quantities — carbon  by  ultimate  analysis,  fixed  combustible,  calorific 
value  calculated  from  analysis,  and  practical  evaporation  during 
the  boiler  tests — are  first  given  in  customary  units ;  and  for  each  a 
second  column  under  the  same  general  heading  shows  the  relative 
values,  the  quantities  on  the  first  line  being  made  100.  This 
enables  this  progression  in  the  several  cases  to  be  compared 
more  readily  by  the  eye  than  the  quantities  themselves.  Com- 
paring columns  8  and  10,  it  will  be  seen  for  the  first  four  coals 
tested  that  the  practical  evaporation  is  roughly  proportioned  to 
the  calorific   value,   the    efficiencies,   column   11,   only  varying 

*  Johnson  appreciated  the  desirability  of  analyzing  all  the  coalH  tested ;  but 
tbere  was  a  great  demand  for  bis  report ;  and  appropriations  running  short,  he 
could  go  no  further. 
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between  59  and  63.5  per  cent  Comparing  columns  10  and  4,  it  is 
seen  that  the  practical  evaporation  for  the  first  six  lines  referring 
to  coals  tested  for  evaporation,  is  not  fairly  proportioned  to  the 
carbon  by  ultimate  analysis ;  but  Johnson,  referring  to  the  same 
coals  (J)  586),  shows  that  if  the  heat  expended  on  the  products  of 
combustion  be  added  to  that  utilized  by  the  evaporation,  the 
modified  results  correspond  almost  identically  with  the  calorific 
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yalue  of  the  carbon  element.^  For  the  experiments  with  the  last 
four  coals  completely  tested  (H,  J,  K,  L),  the  practical  evapora- 
tion is  also  roughly  proportioned  to  the  fixed  combustible ;  in  fact, 
with  the  exception  of  results  from  the  Midlothian  coal,  the  pro- 
gression is  kept  up  through  the  whole  list  Evidently  no  exact 
relations  exist  in  either  case,  except  between  the  percentage  of 
carbon  and  the  results  of  the  boiler  tests  when  the  heat  expended 
on  the  products  of  combustion  is  added,  as  above  referred  to  (§  21). 
§  42.  It  can  hardly  be  expected  that  the  results  of  tests  of  indi- 
vidaal  coals  will  show  close  agreement.  When  a  large  number 
of  coals  of  similar  kinds  are  averaged  together  approximate  laws 
can  be  more  readily  traced.  All  the  coals  in  Table  VJLL  would  be 
averaged  in  two  classes.  The  first  part  of  Table  VIII.  shows  the 
comparison  of  various  foreign  coals  as  classified  by  Oruner.  The 
proportional  quantities  only  are  given,  as  the  others  are  available 
in  Table  III.  In  this  table  the  calorific  value  by  calorimeter, 
colmnn  8,  and  the  average  carbon  by  ultimate  analysis,  column  4, 
show  very  nearly  the  same  progression ;  which  is  explained  by  the 
fact  previously  referred  to  (§  35),  that  the  coals  tested  by  Scheurer- 
Kestner  and  classified  by  Gruner  contained  in  general  sufficient 
oxygen  to  carry  off  during  combustion  a  large  proportion  of  the 
hydrogen  combined  with  oxygen  to  form  steam,  so  that  the  carbon 
had  the  governing  influence  on  the  calorific  value.  Most  of  the 
American  coals  contain  less  oxygen,  but  as  those  given  in  Table 
Vn.  correspond  to  Gruner's  last  two  classes  only,  a  comparison  of 
the  results  is  difficult.  The  average  practical  evaporation  of  the 
coals  classified  by  Gruner  is  for  the  whole  series  less  propor- 
tionally than  shown  by  the  proportion  of  carbon,  but  greater  pro- 
portionally than  the  progression  shown  by  the  average  fixed 
combustible. 

§  43.  There  is  also  given  in  Table  VIII.  the  average  eflfective 
power  of  American  and  foreign  coals  as  tested  with  litharge  by 
Johnson  (6  585),  the  proportional  results  only  being  given.  John- 
son concludes  that  the  carbon  is  principally  eflfective  in  making 
the  reductions  in  this  way  (J  584),  and  as  the  practical  evaporation 
is  also  roughly  proportioned  to  the  carbon  we  find  a  very  fair 
identity  in  the  progressions  shown  in  columns  Aa  and  10«.  This 
part  of  Table  VIII.  also  shows  comparative  results  throughout 
the  whole   range  of  Johnson's  experiments — which  is  not  the 

*The  resalts  as  given  in  his  work  require  to  be  corrected  for  the  unit  of 
eraporation  and  the  calorific  value  of  carbon  as  now  accepted. 
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case  in  Table  YII. ;  and  we  see  that  the  results  by  evaporation 
(column  10a)  are  proportionally  higher  than  the  relatkm  shown 
by  average  fixed  combustible  (column  6a).  The  slight  advantage 
shown  by  the  American  semi-bituminous  coals  in  practice  is 
shown  in  column  lOa,  line  4,  and  the  same  advantage  appears  in 
Gruner's  class  4,  line  3.  The  approximate  identity  i^own 
between  the  results  obtained  by  assaying  coal  with  litharge, 
column  ia,  as  compared  with  practical  evaporation,  column  10a, 
suggests  that  it  would  be  interesting  and,  perhapsy  desirable  to  use 
the  method  of  M.  Berthier  for  testing  coal  used  on  boiler  trials. 
The  litharge  tests  are  very  readily  made  with  simple  apparatus.* 
§  44.  The  general  conclusion  to  be  derived  from  the  study  of 
the  numerous  experiments,  with  coals  varying  ctmsiderably  in 
the  percentage  of  volatile  matter,  seems  to  be  that,  while  ibe 
average  results  of  evaporative  tests  with  a  number  of  coals  from 
a  given  region  may  indicate  an  approximate  general  law,  the  indi- 
vidual experiments  vary  so  much  among  themselves,  or  even 


*  The  carbon  in  tbe  coal  ehoold  lednce  84  times  its  own  weight  of  metallic 
lead  from  pure  litharge  {b  106).  It  is  neoessary  to  obtain  the  litharge  pure,  as  a 
slight  admixture  of  red  oxide  is  quite  common,  and,  as  it  contains  more  oxygen, 
it  increases  the  relative  results.  Johnson  {b  181)  states  tbe  precautions  which  he 
observed  in  conducting  experiments  of  this  kind. 

**  The  coals  in  their  raw  state  were  reduced  to  an  impalpable  powder.  A 
separate  experiment  was  made,  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  moisture  which  thej 
contained ;  and  then  on  another  portion,  also  in  the  raw  state,  the  trial  with 
litharge  was  made.  The  powder,  generally  not  exceeding  20  grains,  was  very 
intimately  mixed  with  about  forty  times  its  weight  of  good  English  litharge, 
and  placed  in  the  bottom  of  a  clean  Hessian  crucible  of  such  capacity  that,  when 
tbe  mixture  was  covered  with  600  or  600  grains  of  pure  litharge,  it  was  not  more 
than  half  filled.  The  crucible  thus  charged  was  placed  on  a  brick  support  in  the 
centre  of  the  small  furnace  ...  in  which  the  fire  had  been  preyiously  lighted, 
and  suitably  covered  to  prevent  the  danger  from  particles  of  combustible  matter 
falling  into  it.  The  heat  was  gradually  brought  up  to  redness,  at  which  it  was 
maintained  for  some  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  or  until  the  ebullition  of  the  mass 
had  nearly  abated.  The  heat  was  then  pretty  rapidly  augmented  until  ail  the 
litharge  resting  above  the  charge  was  in  complete  fusion,  at  which  it  remained 
a  few  minutes  to  allow  so  much  action  on  the  silica  of  the  crucible  as  to  facilitate 
the  subsequent  detachment  of  tlie  button  of  lead  from  the  unreduced  oxide,  as 
well  as  from  the  crucible  itself,  and  to  obviate  error  from  the  intermixture  and 
adhesion  of  litharge.  Wherever  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  an  imperfect 
result  had  been  obtained,  a  repetition  of  the  experiment  was  resorted  to.  It  is 
obvious  that  all  comparisons  of  this  method  of  determining  heating  powers  with 
the  practical  one  by  evaporation,  ought  t^  be  made  after  deducting  the  propor- 
tion of  waste  or  incombustible  matter  from  the  total  weight  of  coal  submitted  to 
trial  in  each  case." 
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from  the  average,  that  thej  cannot  be  acouratelj  compared  with 
each  other  either  directly  or  bj  anj  fixed  law  of  progression,  and 
this  will  be  particularly  the  case  when  a  highly  bituminons  coal 
is  used  in  one  case  and  an  anthracite  or  semi-bituminons  in  the 
other.  These  limitations  are  particularly  emphasized  by  the  fact 
that  the  results  of  the  tests  presented  can  only  be  compared  with 
those  made  with  customary  apparatus  and  customary  manage- 
ment. Mr.  Kent  points  out  that  much  better  results  have  been 
obtained  in  practice  with  Western  coals  than  those  given  by 
Johnson,  though  be  found  that  the  foreign  and  American  tests 
corresponded  well  with  each  other.  Now  if,  by  the  use  of  a 
better  furnace  or  better  management,  the  evaporative  results  can 
be  improved  in  a  certain  locality,  such  result  would  plot  on  a 
diagram  Uke  that  represented  in  Fig.  1  above  the  general  trend 
of  the  experiments  dotted  on  the  lower  part,  and  this  result  would 
bear  a  different  relation  to  the  curve  derived  from  calorimetric 
tests  above,  which  latter  would  itself  be  changed  by  the  difference 
in  the  composition  of  American  coals ;  so  in  order  to  test  tlie  rela- 
tive efficiencies  of  different  boilers  in  different  locations,  using 
different  coals  under  different  conditions,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
ascertain  the  value  of  the  improved  furnace  and  of  the  improved 
care  exercised  in  making  a  particular  test,  in  addition  to  such 
information  as  was  available  about  the  theoretical  and  practical 
calorific  value  of  the  coals  employed.  Even  then  no  accurate 
comparisons  could  be  made*  unless  the  practical  evaporative  effi- 
ciency under  standard  conditions  of  the  coal  used  had  been 
previously  determined ;  and  in  determining  the  relative  value  of 
the  coals  still  another  difficulty  is  encountered,  to  wit,  the  varia- 
tions in  the  efficiencies  of  the  boilers  themselves.  The  efficiency 
of  the  boiler  is  usually  the  very  question  to  be  settled  in  a  boiler 
test ;  but  to  ascertain  the  comparative  calorific  value  of  different 
faels,  in  order  to  use  them  in  standard  tests,  allowance  must  be 
made  for  the  difference  in  efficiency  if  different  boilers  are  used 
or  if  the  rate  of  combustion  is  varied. 

§  45.  The  writer,  in  the  preparation  of  the  General  Report  of 
Group  XX.,  Centennial  Exhibition  {m  69),  presented  curves  and 
tables  based  on  experiments  made  in  the  United  States  Navy 
which  very  satisfactorily  show  the  variations  in  the  evaporative 
efficiency  of  a  boiler  due  to  different  rates  of  combustion.*    The 

*  Since  tbe  report  aboTe  mentioned  is  not  generally  accessible,  the  curves  and 
formuUe  developed  by  the  writer  are  herewith  presented.     The  experiments  were 
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results  there  stated  may  be  applied  with  confidence  to  tests  of 
boilers  that  have  been  designed  for  economy  by  insuring  a  thor- 
ough distribution  of  the  products  of  combustion  over  all  the  heat- 
made  on  marine  boilers  of  the  horizontal  return  tabular  and  the  Martin  yertical 
tubular  tjpes.  The  latter  showed  higher  efficiencies.  .  In  Figs.  56  to  58  the  curve  O 
shows,  for  the  vertical  tubular  boiler,  the  number  of  pounds  of  water  evaporated 
from  and  at  212  degrees  per  pound  of  combustible  for  varying  rates  of  combuation 
expressed  in  "  Pounds  of  combustible  consumed  per  square  foot  of  heating  surface 
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ing  surfaces.  Sach  a  boiler  cannot  be  forced  much  above  its 
<»pacity  without  the  use  of  artificial  draught,  and  is  therefore  only 
adapted  for  positions  where  the  load  is  comparatively  steady. 
When  the  demands  vary  at  short  intervals  it  is  necessary  that 
ihe  boiler  be  constructed  so  that  it  will  bum  coal  freely  when 
required.  With  such  construction  it  is  possible  to  obtain  consid- 
erable difference  in  capacity,  and  this  fact  makes  such  a  boiler  of 
no  better  or  even  lower  eflSciency  at  comparatively  small  powers, 
thus  reversing  the  rule  compared  with  boilers  proportioned  for 
•economy. 

jwrhour."  The  curve  P  applies  Bimilarly  to  the  horizontal  tubalar  boiler.  The 
maximam  evaporation  possible  under  conditions  stated,  considering  losses  in  chim- 
ney gases,  is  assumed  to  be  14.2  pounds,  and  the  higher  point  of  each  curve  termi- 
nates with  this  value.  Calling  E  the  evaporation  in  pounds  of  water  from 
and  at  213  degrees,  and  e  the  corresponding  number  of  pounds  of  combustible 
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Fig.  57. 


bamed  per  square  foot  of  heating  surface  per  hour,  the  curves  0  and  P  are 
represented  by  the  following  formulae  : 


Eo  = 


46.045 
c  +  8.016 


-1.067 


e  +  2.04 

On  Fig.  56  are  plotted  a  number  of  experiments  relied  upon  to  determine  the 
higher  limits  of  the  curves.  Fig.  57  phows  some  of  the  principal  experimental 
values  through  wide  limits.    Fig.  58  shows  that  the  boilers  tested  at  the  Centen- 
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§46.  The  falling  off  in  evaporative  efficiency  of  bituminous 
coals,  and  indeed  the  low  results  with  other  coals,  has  been  attri- 
buted by  various  writers,  on  the  one  hand,  to  a  deficiency  in  the 
air  supply,  and,  in  connection  with  experiments  with  chimney 
gases,  to  a  surplus  of  air  admitted.  Professor  Unwin,  in  the 
lecture  previously  referred  to  (p),  states  as  his  opinion  that  the 
"  chief  loss  of  efficiency  in  the  operation  of  the  boiler  is  the  heat 
carried  into  the  chimney,"  and  that  "  this  depends  on  simple  con- 
ditions of  air  supply."  Rankine  (a  291)  makes  a  somewhat 
similar  statement,  but,  from  information  now  available,  it  appears 
safe  to  say  that  such  conclusion  is  not  warranted,  though,  doubt- 
less, improvements  in  the  result  can  be  obtained  in  that  way.  If 
such  a  simple  proposition  were  true,  we  would  sometimes  obtain 

nial  Exhibition  all  failed  in  different  degrees  to  show  performancee  eqaal  to  those 
obtained  dnring  the  naval  experiments,  and  this  will  be  found  generally  to  be 
the  case  with  all  boilers  as  ordinarily  arranged.     It  should,  however,  be  borne 
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Pounds  of  combustible  consumed  per  »quare  foot  of  heating  surface  per  hour. 

Fig.  58. 

in  mind  that  the  naval  experiments  were  made  upder  remarkable  conditions. 
The  coal  was  from  a  particular  locality,  selected  for  high  uniform  results,  and  the 
firemen  had  b^^en  trained  for  a  long  time  under  expert  supervision,  and  had 
become  very  skilful. 
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very  high  evaporative  results  from  ordinary  boilers  with  rich 
bituminous  coals ;  but  the  best  efforts  seem  only  to  bring  such 
results  up,  or  nearly  up,  to  those  obtained  with  anthracite.  Mr. 
Kent  (J  507)  hints  that  hot  gas  and  air,  or  the  conditions  obtain- 
ing with  a  regenerative  furnace,  are  necessary. 

§47.  With  the  expectation  that  mere  regulation  of  the  air  sup- 
ply would  secure  great  economy  of  fuel,  there  has  been  invented 
abroad  an  instrument  called  the  '^  dasymeter ''  to  indicate  the 
percentage  of  carbonic  acid  in  the  products  of  combustion,  com- 
pared with  pure  air.  The  indication  depends  on  the  weight  of  a 
vessel  through  which  gases  are  being  continually  drawn  from  the 
chimney  of  a  steam  boiler.  It  is  stated  that  with  practice  the 
stoker  "  learns  what  alterations  of  the  damper  or  fire-door  or 
thickness  of  fuel  on  the  grate  are  necessary,  or  whether  k  per- 
manent alteration  of  grate  area  is  desirable."  Comparative 
experiments  of  ten  hours'  duration  were  made  with  a  boiler  hav- 
ing sixteen  square  feet  of  grate  surface  and  1,076  square  feet  of 
heating  surface,  with  the  following  results : 


Coal  per  1,000 
pounds  of  et«am. 

by  datymeter. 

Chimney  loss. 

152.6 

6.8 

83 

125 

18.1 

18 

At  first  blush  these  results  seem  to  show  the  great  value  of  the 
dasymeter,  and,  indeed,  a  distinguished  gentleman  abroad  has 
allowed  himself  to  speak  in  enthusiastic  terms  of  a  device  which 
will  enable  the  percentage  of  carbonic  acid  to  be  continually  read 
off  '^  as  readily  as  the  steam  pressure  on  a  gauge; "  but  it  is  the 
oflSce  of  the  engineer  to  look  at  the  facts  presented  in  a  critical 
way.  It  seems  suspicious  to  have  the  evaporation  stated  in  terms 
of  coal  per  1000  pounds  of  water,  and  by  takihg  the  reciprocal  so 
that  the  results  appear  in  the  customary  way,  we  find  that  the 
boiler  only  evaporated  6.55  pounds  of  water  per  pound  of  coal 
without  the  dasymeter,  and  8  pounds  with  it.  The  first  result  is 
altogether  too  low  for  any  conditions,  those  actually  obtaining  not 
being  mentioned,  whereas  the  second  result  is  about  what  should 
be  expected  under  ordinary  conditions ;  thus  raising  the  suspicion 
that  the  trials  were  made  in  the  interests  of  the  inventor  of  the 
particular  dasymeter,  but,  once  published,  reached  the  eye  of  one 
always  on  the  lookout  for  improvements,  who  kindly  attributed  to 
others  the  same  honesty  of  purpose  as  himself  without  thinking  of 
conditions  which  unavoidably  enter  into  commercial  transactions. 
18 
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§  48.  The  above  incident  shoold  not  be  considered  as  evidence 
that  no  benefit  can  be  obtained  from  a  knowledge  of  the  propor- 
tion of  carbonic  acid  in  the  products  of  combustion.  An  instru- 
ment of  the  kind  might,  in  some  cases,  be  very  valuable  as  a 
substitute  for  the  skilled  observation  of  a  good  fireman.  It  is 
understood  that  manufacturers  of  instruments  of  this  kind  have  so 
impressed  their  value  on  steam  users  that  a  premium  is  offered  to 
firemen  who  will  show  the  highest  per  cent,  of  carbonic  acid. 
From  what  has  been  said,  however,  in  the  preceding  pages  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  greatest  losses  occur  from  the  fact  that  only  the 
carbon  in  the  coal  is  fairly  well  consumed,  and  the  hydrogen, 
though  of  a  higher  calorific  value,  has  little  or  no  influence  on  the 
result.  It  is  believed  that  this  is  a  condition  of  things  which 
needs  further  investigation  with  the  view  of  improvement.    ■ 

§  49.  It  is  a  maxim  in  making  tests  of  all  kinds  to  arrange  all 
the  conditions  alike  except  the  particular  one  to  be  examined. 
In  applying  this  principle  to  the  matter  in  hand  it  becomes  evi- 
dent, in  view  of  the  varying  results  obtained  with  coals  of  similar 
composition,  that  if  the  comparative  evaporative  efficiencies  of 
different  boilers  are  to  be  tested  with  superlative  accuracy  it 
should  be  with  the  same  variety  of  coal  burned  in  furnaces  of  like 
construction  under  standard  conditions.  The  value  of  improve- 
ments in  furnaces  should  not  only  be  tried  with  the  same  coal, 
but  with  the  same  or  exactly  similar  boilers.  Tests  of  the  effi- 
ciency of  different  coals  offer  more  difficulty,  as  furnaces  of  a  par- 
ticular form  and  boilers  of  particular  proportions  are  not  strictly 
adapted  for  obtaining  the  best  results  from  all  varieties.  It  would 
seem,  therefore,  necessary  in  comparing  different  coals  to  make 
changes  of  detail  suited  to  each,  but  the  same  rate  of  evaporation 
per  square  foot  of  heating  surface  should  be  maintained.  If 
other  than  ordinary  details  or  boilers  of  unusual  proportions  are 
used,  the  experiments  made  with  the  same  would  not  be  strictly 
comparable  with  tests  made  of  the  same  coal  with  different 
details  or  in  boilers  of  different  proportions,  and  this  of  itself  is 
sufficient  to  prevent  in  general  any  accurate  comparison  of  boiler 
tests  made  with  different  kinds  of  coal  in  different  parts  of  the 
country. 

§  50.  The  difficulties  in  comparing  the  results  of  tests  with 
steam  boilers  are  very  much  reduced  if  such  tests  are  made  with 
the  better  grades  of  anthracite  or  semi-bituminous  coals  ordi- 
narily sold  in  the  market,  as  the  difference  in  results  between  the 
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same  is,  as  shown  by  the  elaborate  Isherwood  experiments,  very 
small  (§  16).  As  clearly  pointed  out,  the  practical  evaporations 
are  not  accurately  proportioned  to  the  calorific  values  shown  by 
calorimeter  or  chemical  composition,  but  they  can  be  compared 
with  a  fair  degree  of  accuracy  by  stating  the  results  in  units  of 
evaporation  per  pound  of  combustible.  It  does  not  appear,  every- 
thing considered,  that  for  tests  of  different  'boilers  with  differeot 
coals  of  the  same  general  character  any  other  p|an  will  give  re- 
sults any  more  accurate.  There  wiU  be  some  variations  in  par- 
ticular samples  of  the  different  coals,  even  of  the  better  grades, 
which  will  affect  the  results  for  comparison  with  other  boilers 
tested  with  different  samples ;  but  these  minor  differences  can 
only  be  eliminated  by  the  adoption  of  the  suggestion  that  in  all 
standard  tests  of  boilers,  where  great  accuracy  is  required,  a  par- 
ticular kind  of  fuel  be  employed,  which,  from  the  experience  of 
eogineers  in  general,  is  quite  uniform  in  quality,  as  regularly 
delivered  in  the  market.  A  modification  of  this  would  be  to 
compare  the  boilers  in  a  given  location  by  their  relative  per- 
formances with  a  fair  sample  of  a  particular  fuel  available  in 
that  particular  locality,  when  a  careful  comparison  of  the  stand- 
ard fuel  adopted  in  one  section  with  that  employed  in  another 
would  enable  the  performances  of  all  boilers  in  different  sections 
to  be  compared. 
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m.  General  Report  of  tlie  Judges  of  Group  XX.,  InterDational  Exhibition^ 
1876.   J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  1878.     By  Charles  £.  Emery. 

n.  *•  A  New  Coal  Calorimeter,"  by  Prof.  R.  C.  Carpenter,  Trans.  Am.  Soc. 
M.  E.,  DCLIIL,  Vol.  XVI. 

p.  The  Third  James  Forrest  Lecture  by  Prof.  Unwin  on  '*  The  Experimental 
Study  of  Heat  Engines,"  Minutes  Inst.  C.  E.,  CXXU.,  161. 

DISCUSSION. 

Prof.  B.  C.  Carpenter, — I  have  found  in  some  boiler  tests  quite 
different  results  at  different  rates  of  combustion.  I  never  was 
able  to  carry  through  any  systematic  experiments  relating  to 
this  subject ;  but  I  found  in  the  second  volume  of  Weisbach's 
Mechanics  (the  American  edition)  a  very  extended  report  of 
some  trials  made  in  Philadelphia  in  1868.    I  plotted  the  results 
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of  these  tests,  with  the  amount  of  combustion  per  square  foot 
of  boiler  surface  as  abscissa  and  the  evaporation  per  pound,  of 
combustible  as  ordinate,  and  I  obtained  a  very  regular  curve 
(Fig.  59).  The  equation  of  the  curve  is  of  the  following  form> 
in  which  B  is  the  theoretical  evaporation  corrected  for  radiation 
of  the  coal,  A  a  constant,  and  X  the  number  of  pounds  of  com- 
bustible burned  per  square  foot  of  heating  surface  per  hour, 
y  the  actual  evaporation.    The  general  equation  is  y  =  5  —  -4  y'i 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TESTS  OF  STEAM  BOILERS  WITH  DIFFERENT  KINDS  OF  COAL.      277 

For  the  water  tube  it  was  like  this :  y  =  14.3  —  4.6  y^»;  for  the 
tubular  boiler  y  =  14.3  —  b^x.  I  think  the  rate  of  combustion 
is  an  element  which  will  affect  the  results  in  every  single  case ; 
and  in  testing  a  boiler  this  should  be  given  considerable  weight 

Begarding  the  table  which  Dr.  Emery  referred  to  as  showing 
the  analyses  made  at  Sibley  College  last  year,  I  think,  perhaps, 
that  table  is  a  little  misleading  in  one  respect.  Those  values, 
as  originally  published,  are  per  pound  of  coal  and  not  per  pound 
of  combustible.  We  found  that  the  values  of  the  anthracite 
coals  plotted  per  pound  of  combustible  gave  very  nearly  a 
straight  line,  but  for  the  curve  of  the  bituminous  co^  we  could 
find  no  such  relation.  I  will  furnish  Dr.  Emery  with  a  more 
complete  table  of  results.    (See  Table  Yt.) 

Prof.  John  H.  Ba/rr. — ^The  paper  presented  at  the  Detroit 
meeting  by  Mr.  Dean,  and  the  present  paper  by  Dr.  Emery, 
emphasize  the  importance  of  a  method  for  comparing  the  fuels 
used  in  different  boiler  trials.  The  plan  suggested  by  Dr. 
Emery,  of  adopting  standard  grades  of  coal  for  each  of  the 
different  sections  of  the  country,  seems  only  partially  to  meet 
the  requirements,  though,^  perhaps,  it  is  the  best  thing  which 
can  be  done. 

It  occurred  to  me  in  this  connection  that  cohe  might  possibly 
be  adopted  as  the  standard  fuel  for  determining  the  perform- 
ance of  the  furnace  and  boiler.  It  is  readily  obtained  in  almost 
all  localities ;  dry  cokes  from  very  dissimilar  coals  differ  practi- 
cally only  in  the  percentage  of  ash  ;  and  the  heating  value,  actual 
as  well  as  computed,  should  be  approximately  proportional  to 
the  weight,  less  the  ash  and  the  moisture,  both  of  which  are 
readily  ascertained  in  a  fuel  free  from  "  volatile  matter." 

Objections  can  be  urged  to  this  scheme,  no  doubt ;  such  as 
the  claim  that  furnaces  specially  adapted  for  burning  bituminous 
coals  would  be  at  a  disadvantage  with  a  fuel  consisting  only  of 
fixed  carbon.  It  seems,  however,  that  this  artificial  fuel  might 
serve  as  the  standard  in  comparing  furnaces  and  boilers  in  most 
cases,  making  provisions,  of  course,  to  govern  the  procedure 
when  for  any  reason  this  fuel  could  not  be  used  to  advantage. 

Mr.  A.  A,  Gary. — In  this  matter  of  establishing  a  new  standard 
I  can  see  many  difficulties  standing  in  the  way  of  this  committee. 
I  am  often  called  upon  to  make  boiler  guarantees  and  tests  in 
all  sections  of  this  country,  and  for  the  sake  of  having  practical 
information  at  hand  to  assist  me  in  making  guarantees  I  have 
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for  some  time  been  collecting  the  results  of  all  the  principal 
boiler  tests  which  I  could  find,  and  I  have  tried  to  tabulate  them 
systematically  for  ready  reference.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I 
have  found  them,  with  but  a  few  exceptions,  of  but  very  little 
value  for  my  purpose.  A  great  majority  of  them  &dl  to  state 
items  of  the  utmost  importance,  such  as  informatioi^  regarding 
the  character  of  the  coal  used,  the  moisture  it  contained,  its 
size,  its  calorific  value,  etc.;  and  the  most  important  items  of 
furnace  construction,  peculiarity  of  setting,  and  method  of 
stoking  are  very  seldom  noted. 

Dr.  Emery  has  spoken  of  having  different  furnaces  for  different 
grades  of  fuel.  That,  I  am  afraid,  would  hardly  be  practical,  as 
I  know  from  experience  that  it  is  very  hard  to  get  boiler  users 
to  adopt  special  furnaces,  and  so  we  would  seldom  find  the 
exact  kind  of  furnace  required  when  we  go  to  a  plant  to  run  a 
boiler  tesi  Another  objection  would  be  found  in  cases  where 
steam  users  changed  from  one  grade  of  coal  to  another  to  take 
advantage  of  the  lowest  market  prices,  and  for  other  reasons. 
The  furnace  suited  for  one  grade  of  fuel  might  be  entirely 
unfitted  for  the  other.  We  find  cert^  mechanical  stokers  and 
special  furnaces  giving  excellent  results  in  certain  parts  of  the 
country  using  certain  grades  of  coal;  but  take  these  same 
stokers  or  furnaces  to  other  sections,  or  change  the  grade  of 
coal,  and  you  will  find  them  giving  much  poorer  results  than 
those  obtained  from  the  old-fashioned  hand-stoking. 

To  cite  an  instance  in  this  connection,  I  know  of  a  certain 
mechanical  stoker  which  will  handle  Pittsburg  coal,  and  most 
of  those  found  in  Ohio,  northern  Indiana,  and  also  the  semi- 
bituminous  coals,  and  give  excellent  results,  but  when  it  is 
called  upon  to  handle  coals  containing  a  perceptibly  greater 
amount  of  volatile  matter,  such  as  are  found  in  southern 
Illinois,  in  Kansas,  and  in  Iowa,  it  is  almost  a  complete  failure. 

This  variation  of  success  is  by  no  means  confined  to  this  one 
stoker.  All  are  alike  in  this  respect,  and  the  same  can  be  said 
of  all  special  furnace-settings ;  and  for  this  reason  we  find  one 
kind  of  furnace-setting  or  stoker  a  great  favorite  in  one  section 
of  the  country,  while  in  another  section,  where  it  has  been 
equally  well  represented,  it  has  but  comparatively  few  users. 

This  variety  of  results  obtained  from  each  of  the  various 
stokers  and  furnaces,  using  different  grades  of  coal,  should  be 
carefully  studied  by  all  mechanical  engineers  advising  steam 
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users  as  to  the  best  method  of  equipping  their  plants;  and, 
farther,  they  should  remember  that  it  is  somewhat  dangerous 
to  be  guided  in  the  selection  of  such  apparatus  by  the  recom- 
mendation from  a  steam  user  at  a  distant  part  of  the  country, 
where  the  fuel  and  other  surrounding  conditions  are  quite 
different  from  those  of  the  plant  which  he  is  equipping. 

Taking  coals  containing  a  considerable  percentage  of  volatile 
matter,  which  will  produce  a  fair  coke,  we  find  that  these  are 
being  handled  to-day  to  the  best  advantage  in  boiler  furnaces 
constructed  on  the  gas-producer  principle.  At  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Society  in  Detroit  several  of  these  were  described  under 
the  name  of  down-draft  furnaces. 

The  operation  of  4;hese  furnaces  is  very  simple.  Fire  is  built 
upon  a*  series  of  parallel  pipes  in  which  water  is  allowed  to  cir- 
culate, forming  what  is  known  as  a  water-grate.  When  the  bed 
of  coal  becomes  practically  incandescent,  new  coal  is  thrown 
upon  this  bed ;  the  volatile  gases  are,  of  course,  distilled  off  (the 
same  as  they  are  when  coal  is  heated  in  a  gas  retort) ;  but  in 
this  furnace,  instead  of  escaping  upward  to  be  chilled  and  par- 
tiaUy  extinguished  against  the  cold  boiler  parts,  they  are  drawn 
down  by  the  regular  draft,  through  the  incandescent  bed  of  coke 
below,  and  their  combustion  is  nearly  completed  before  they 
escape  from  under  the  grates  and  find  their  way  to  the  heating 
surface  of  the  boiler. 

Another  very  successful  variety  of  this  gas-producer  type  of 
furnace  is  found  in  what  is  called  the  under-fed  stokers  (Fig.  60). 

You  can  easily  picture  this  stoker  by  imagining,  in  the  first 
place,  a  regular  boiler  furnace  complete,  with  the  ordinary  sta- 
tionary grates.  Next  let  us  remove  a  line  of  these  grate  bars, 
about  thirty  inches  in  width,  from  the  front  to  the  rear  of  the 
furnace,  and  directly  in  the  centre.  This,  of  course,  will  leave 
two  strips  of  our  stationary  grate  on  each  side  of  the  furnace, 
next  to  the  side  walls. 

In  the  centre  is  next  placed  a  long  U-shaped  trough,  with  the 
open  part  upward,  and  along  the  entire  length  of  this  U,  on 
each  side  of  the  opening,  are  placed  a  number  of  tuyere  blocks 
with  a  line  of  openings  along  each  inner  edge  of  the  U.  These 
tuyeres  are  connected  below  with  a  wind  box,  which  obtains  its 
supply  of  air  from  an  outside  fan. 

The  TJ  trough  is  continued  at  its  lower  and  front  end  in  the 
shape  of  a  cylinder  about  8  inches  in  diameter,  and  this  cylinder 
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passes  through  the  boiler  front  ont  into  the  boiler  room,  and  it 
is  through  this  cylinder  that  the  coal  is  fed  into  the  furnace. 

One  method  of  feeding  the  coal  is  accomplished  by  placing  a 
steel  conveyer-screw  in  the  8-inch  cylinder,  and  continuing  it 
along  the  bottom  of  theU  trough,  the  screw  gradually  tapering 
towards  the  rear  end  of  the  furnace  (Fig.  61). 

Another  manner  of  accomplishing  this  result  is  found  in  the 
shape  of  a  piston  ram,  which  also  works  in  the  8-inch  cylinder, 


Fig.  60. 


the  ram  being  driven  by  a  steam  cylinder  placed  directly  behind 
it,  in  a  similar  manner  to  a  direct-acting  pump. 

Now  let  us  fill  our  U  trough  with  coal  and  start  a  fire  on  our 
side  grates,  which,  with  the  aid  of  our  air  supply,  delivered 
through  the  tuyeres,  can  be  made  to  burn  also  over  the  TJ 
trough.  We  soon  have  an  incandescent  bed  of  coal,  and  then  we 
begin  to  feed  in  the  supply  of  coal. 

The  trough  being  full,  the  coal  must  find  some  method  of 
escape,  which  it  does  by  heaping  up  in  the  centre,  finally  taking 
the  shape  of  a  mound.  The  whole  surface  of  this  mound  is  now 
in  an  incandescent  state,  and  as  the  fresh  coal  is  fed  up  from 
underneath  it  soon  reaches  the  lower  part  of  the  incandescent 
bed,  its  volatile  matter  is  distilled  oflf,  and  it  bums  rapidly,  and 
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practically  completes  its  whole  combustion  before  it  escapes 
from  the  surface  of  the  mound,  from  whence  it  passes  upward  in 
a  natural  manner  to  the  heating  surface  of  the  boiler. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


282      TBST8  or  STEAM  BOILERS  WITH  DIFFERENT  KINDS  OF  COAL. 

As  soon  as  the  volatile  matter  is  distilled  off  from  the  coal 
there  is  practicallj  nothing  but  coke  left  (along  with  the  incom- 
bustible impurities  of  the  coal);  and  it  is  this  coke  burning, 
along  with  the  volatile  gases,  which  forms  the  very  hot  surface 
fire. 

The  incombustible  matter  finally  rolls  down  the  two  sides  of 
the  central  mound,  in  the  form  of  slag  or  clinker,  on  to  the  side 
grates,  from  whence  it  is  removed  easily  by  the  clinker  hook. 

This  form  of  stoker  is  probably  the  best  of  any,  when  a  vary- 
ing rate  of  combustion  is  required,  especially  the  stoker  with 
the  conveyer-screw  feed,  as  the  speed  of  this  screw  can  easily 
be  varied  at  will ;  and  the  fan  blast,  supplying  the  tuyeres,  can 
also  be  regulated  easily  to  suit. 

The  extreme  Western  coals,  excepting  those  which  refuse  to 
burn  to  a  coke,  and  those  which  run  like  melted  molasses 
candy,  seem  to  work  better  with  this  gas-producer  tyi>e  of 
stoker  than  any  of  the  other  tyj)es,  and  the  coals  above  excepted 
can  also  be  handled  in  this  type  of  stoker  if  they  are  mixed 
with  other  coals  having  a  tendency  to  counteract  their  faults. 

They  are  also  extremely  efficient  with  the  coals  further  east 
which  will  form  a  good  coke,  although  carrying  not  over  from  16 
to  18  per  ceni  volatile  matter. 

The  stokers  of  the  Boney,  Murphy,  and  Brightman  tyx>e  do 
not  depend  so  much  on  the  coking  qualities  of  the  coal  they 
bum  for  successful  working,  but  careful  watching  will  show  that 
they  are  far  more  successful  in  handling  certain  grades  of  coal 
than  they  are  in  handling  others. 

In  burning  the  true  bituminous  coals  there  are  many  very 
successful  furnaces  in  existence  depending  entirely  on  brick 
arches  which  are  sprung  over  the  grates,  and  they  generally 
have  advantageous  points  to  admit  air  over  the  fire.  I  have 
known  the  application  of  these  brick  arches  to  increase  the 
efficiency  of  the  boiler  10  per  cent. 

The  arrangement  of  the  setting  of  any  individual  boiler  to 
suit  the  different  fuels  is  one  of  the  utmost  importance.  During 
the  past  year  I  was  called  upon  to  examine  a  plant  of  water-tube 
boilers  in  the  West,  where  it  was  alleged  that  certain  mysterious 
troubles  had  appeared.  The  owners  of  this  plant  had  bought 
one  boiler  of  certain  make,  and  it  had  given  them  such  excel- 
lent satisfaction  that  they  were  led  to  purchase  others  from 
the  same  makers,  but,  for  some  strange  reason,  these  other 
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boilers  did  not  begin  to  give  the  satisfaction  obtained  from  the 
first  one. 

After  a  little  examination  I  found  that  the  makers  had  placed 
their  grates  much  nearer  the  tubes  in  the  last  boilers  than  they 
did  in  the  first  one,  so  I  had  the  tubes  raised  about  fourteen 
inches,  and  since  then  the  same  satisfaction  has  been  obtained 
from  the  new  boilers  as  from  the  first  one. 

Yon  will  see  from  this  that  the  true  efficiency  of  any  boiler 
cannot  be  determined  by  a  test  unless  its  setting  is  in  everyway 
adapted  to  the  fuel  used ;  and  so  it  seems  to  me  very  necessary, 
in  reporting  a  boiler  test,  that  its  method  of  setting,  with 
measurements,  should  be  carefully  stated,  otherwise  a  fair  com- 
parison cannot  be  made  with  any  other  boiler  test. 

We  often  note  that  special  boilers  manufactured  in  certain 
localities  are  more  successful  in  fuel  economy  in  their  own 
immediate  locality  than  they  are  further  away  from  home.  This 
is  now  easily  explained.  The  boiler  and  setting  has  been 
specially  designed  to  use  the  fuel  in  its  neighborhood ;  and 
when  this  boiler  goes  to  a  distance  and  has  other  grades  of  fuel 
to  handle,  until  the  makers  become  thoroughly  familiar  with 
the  new  conditions  to  be  met,  their  competitors  are  going  to 
lead  them,  and  sometimes  yery  decidedly. 

Dr.  Emery  spoke  of  arranging  the  conditions  alike.  From 
what  I  have  said  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
do  this.  Take  the  matter  of  having  several  standard  fuels  for 
different  parts  of  the  country.  This  would  certainly  be  very 
desirable  if  the  fuel  ran  sufficiently  uniform.  It  has,  however, 
one  drawback,  and  that  is,  the  extra  expense  it  adds  to  many 
boiler  tests.  There  are  a  number  of  plants  where  I  have  made 
tests  which  are  somewhat  off  the  main  line  of  travel,  and  so  the 
freight  rates  are  very  high;  and  besides,  in  manufacturing 
plants  manufacturers  want  results  from  the  coal  they  intend  to 
bum  every  day.  But  these  are  comparatively  unimportant 
exceptions,  and  I  certainly  hope  that  standard  coals  wiU  be 
adopted :  and  this  seems  to  be  the  only  way  we  will  be  able  to 
get  at  results  of  any  value  from  which  to  make  comparisons. 

Mr.  William  Kent. — Before  saying  what  I  have  to  say  about 
Dr.  Emery's  paper,  I  would  just  make  a  remark  on  what  Mr. 
Barr  has  stated,  that  I  consider  coke  would  be  very  objection- 
able as  a  standard  fuel,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  porous,  which 
makes  it  carry  moisture,  and  it  would  be  next  to  impossible  to 
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know  what  the  ayerage  moisture  of  the  whole  body  of  coke  was. 
The  moisture  would  vary  in  every  part  of  the  pile,  and  it  would 
be  extremely  hazardous  to  use  it  as  a  standard  on  that  account. 
I  think  lai^  e^  anthracite,  which  can  carry  yery  little  moist- 
ure, would  be  a  much  better  standard  if  one  coal  is  going  to  be 
adopted. 

In  regard  to  Dr.  Emery's  paper,  I  would  say  that  I  am  entirely 
in  accord  with  the  conclusions  reached  by  him,  and  expressed 
on  the  last  pages  of  his  paper. 

The  argument  there  against  using  efficiency  as  a  standard  for 
steam  boilers  I  think  is  a  very  strong  one,  and  I  can  supple- 
ment it  by  several  other  reasons,  but  I  will  not  take  up  the  time 
of  the  meeting  by  giving  them,  but  will  give  them  to  the  test 
committee,  and  have  them  thoroughly  discussed  there. 

On  page  247  Dr.  Emery  quotes  Isherwood's  experiments,  and 
gives  the  figures  of  12.412  for  evaporation  for  anthracite,  and 
another  test  of  13.866  pounds  of  water  from  and  at  212  degrees  per 
pound  of  combustible.  I  think  these  experiments  from  Isher- 
wood  should  not  be  mentioned  without  condemning  them.  We 
cannot  at  all  accept  any  such  figures  as  those  with  regard  to 
the  combustion  of  anthracite  coal.  The  criticism  by  Dr.  Emery 
of  the  analysis  of  the  Ormsby  coal  in  footnote  of  Table  I  is 
well  taken.  The  coal  is  stated  to  have  given  24,988  British  Ther- 
mal Units,  calculated  from  the  analysis,  which  analysis  gives 
21.47  -per  cent,  of  hydrogen — a  simply  impossible  coal.  There 
never  was  such  a  coal  in  the  world,  nor  can  there  be.  If  you 
will  look  through  the  geological  reports  of  Pennsylvania  you  will 
find  many  thousands  of  coal  analyses,  and  I  do  not  think  you 
will  find  a  single  one  that  has  half  as  much  hydrogen  as  this. 
If  that  coal  was  marsh  gas— CII, — it  would  have  only  25  per 
cent,  hydrogen  in  it,  and  if  it  was  petroleum,  liquid  fuel,  it  would 
have  only  about  15 ;  so  it  is  simply  impossible  it  could  have  21 
as  a  solid  coal.  That  statement  should  not  be  brought  into  a 
paper  like  this  except  for  the  purpose  of  condemning  it. 

Jfr.  F.  W.  Dean. — I  have  a  few  figures  which  I  would  like  to  pre- 
sent In  the  discussion  of  the  paper  which  I  presented  last  year, 
advocating  a  change  in  the  method  of  reporting  boiler  trials, 
basing  the  performance  upon  efficiency  rather  than  upon  evapo- 
ration per  pound  of  combustible,  I  advocated  the  analysis  of 
the  coal  for  the  reason  that  I  thought  it  was  rather  a  more 
perfect  method  than  the  method  of  calorimeter  determination ; 
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and  I  was  under  the  impression,  and  I  think  it  is  a  fact,  that 
persons  were  endeavoring  to  make  the  ooal  calorimeter  approx- 
imate more  closely  to  the  results  derived  from  the  analysis  of 
the  coal ;  and  that  process  of  bringing  the  calorimeter  up  to  a 
greater  state  of  perfection  is  still  going  on.  However,  I  did  not 
present  it  in  any  dogmatic  way,  and  I  do  not  now  adhere  to  it 
in  that  way.  In  making  tests  during  the  last  few  years,  I  have 
in  a  number  of  cases  had  the  coal  analyzed,  and  have  also  had 
the  same  samples  subjected  to  a  calorimeter  test,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  interesting  in  this  connection  to  call  attention  to  some 
of  the  records : 

Kind  or  Com..  Ahal.  Cal.  PebCbnt. 

New  River 15,088  14,026  08 

Pocahontas 15,655  14,092  90 

18,952  13,450  96 

14,428  18,604  94 

G.  C.  Cumberland 14,241  13,463  95 

Pocahontas 15.756  14,654  93 

14,666  18,680  98 

ainch  Valley 14,882  18,401  93 

G.  C.  Cumberland 14,977  14,092  94 

14,400  18,452  98 

Pittsburg 18,458  18.104  97 

Average .../ 98.78jf 

In  the  second  column  we  have  the  results  by  analysis,  and 
in  the  third  by  the  Thomson  coal  calorimeter,  and  the  las.t 
column  gives  the  percentage  of  one  to  the  other.  These  analy- 
ses and  calorimeter  determinations  were  made  by  the  same  per- 
son, a  chemist  in  Boston  whom  I  always  employ,  and  you  will 
see  that  the  percentages  run  quite  uniform.  There  is  an  occa- 
sional irregularity.  If  it  comes  to  a  question  of  choice  between 
the  two  methods,  it  would  seem  to  be  quite  unimportant  which 
is  adopted,  as  they  run  parallel.  I  think  any  one  in  making  a 
boiler  test  is  rather  desirous  of  having  an  analysis  of  the  coal, 
and  if  that  would  answer  the  purpose  without  any  further  ex- 
pense it  would  be  a  good  thing.  But  I  suppose  it  will  be  urged 
that  the  calorimeter  is  rather  more  practical,  and  approximates 
more  closely  to  the  performance  which  goes  on  under  the  boiler, 
and  from  that  point  of  view  it  would  be  justifiable  of  course  to 
take  the  calorimeter. 
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My  chief  reason  last  year  for  advocating  the  efficiency  basis 
was,  as  I  stated  in  the  paper,  that  coal  varies  in  heat  value  per 
pound  of  combustible.  Mr.  Barrus  has  paid  great  attention  to 
this  matter,  and  has  published,  I  think,  in  the  Transactions  of 
this  Society,  a  list  of  such  determinations,  and  you  will  find  that 
they  vary  considerably,  something  like  six  or  seven  per  cent. 
Of  course,  therefore,  if  you  base  your  determination  upon  com- 
bustible simply  you  ti^e  no  account  whatever,  as  I  then  said, 
of  the  different  heat  values  of  pounds  of  combustible.  That  to 
my  mind  was  sufficient  ai^ument  in  favor  of  the  efficiency 
method,  and  I  think  that  even  in  Dr.  Emery  s  paper  there  is 
just  about  as  much  proof  in  favor  of  that  method  as  there  is  in 
favor  of  the  pound-of-combustible  method.  I  made,  some  time 
ago,  two  tests  at  a  mill  in  Lawrence  of  the  same  boiler  and  with 
the  same  grate  and  fired  by  the  same  man.  The  tests  were 
separated  by  about  a  month,  and  were  made  to  determine  the 
value  of  a  certain  cob-house  arrangement  of  fire-brick  in  the  fire- 
box, which  was  called  a  fuel  economizer,  for  which  the  claim 
was  made  that  there  was  a  saving  produced  of  anywhere  from 
twenty  to  thirty  per  cent,  of  coal.  I  think  if  any  one  were  to  see 
the  structure  put  in,  and  to  see  what  a  poverty  of  brick-work 
there  was,  he  could  not  think  it  very  effective.  I  will  put  down 
the  results.  The  rate  of  combustion  in  the  first  test  was  21.40 
pounds  of  coal  per  square  foot  of  grate,  and  the  next  one  21.70 ; 
and  the  evaporation  per  pound  of  coal  from  and  at  212°  in  the 
first  case,  which  was  the  plain  boiler,  was  10.46,  and  in  the 
other  case  10.71 ;  and  by  analysis  the  heat  values  of  the  coals 
were  13,916  and  14,360,  and  the  efficiencies  determined  by  them 
were  72.59,  72.08.  Now,  the  advocate  of  the  fuel  economizer 
immediately  said  that  he  had  made  the  saving  which  is  indicated 
by  these  different  rates  of  evaporation,  which  would  be  10.71  — 
10.46  -^10. 71,  which  would  be  two  and  something  per  ceni;  but 
the  real  saving  by  the  fuel  economizer  would  be  just  the  other 
way  about,  for  where  the  evaporation  was  the  greatest  the 
efficiency  was  the  least;  therefore  I  reported  that  there  was 
practically  no  saving  by  the  use  of  the  economizer ;  in  fact,  it 
might  be  shown  that  there  was  a  little  loss,  and  I  felt  satisfied 
that  that  was  the  proper  way  to  show  it.  And  then,  I  have 
found  out  that  I  could  rate  boilers  better  in  that  way  than  I 
could  in  any  other.  I  could  get  very  uniform  results.  For 
instance,  I  have  found  from  the  results  of  various  tests  that  the 
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efficiency  of  the  luMR^Snt^  return  tubular  boiler  is  from  seventy 
to  seventy-one  per  cent,  when  the  boilers  are  fired  by  the  same 
method ;  whereas,  if  you  go  by  evaporation  you  will  get  a  wider 
range  of  performance.  In  these  discussions  the  question  has 
oome  up  of  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  have  different 
standards  to  go  by  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  because 
coals  vary  so  much.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  efficiency  method 
makes  it  unnecessary  to  do  anything  of  the  sort ;  for  if  a  person 
builds  a  boiler  to  go  out  to  St.  Louis,  for  instance,  he  ought  to 
understand  what  St.  Lpuis  coal  is  and  just  what  efficiency  he  can 
expect,  and  make  his  guarantee  accordingly.  Everybody  knows 
that  coal  obtained  in  that  part  of  the  country  cannot  give  as 
high  efficiency  as  Eastern  coal  does.  I  think  ijiat  is  pretty  well 
settled,  and  the  person,  I  say,  who  enters  that  market  must 
make  his  guarantee  accordingly.  I  think  the  efficiency  method 
applies  perfectly  to  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Mr,  Kent — I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Dean  what  calorimeter 
was  used. 

Mr.  Dean. — The  Lewis  Thomson  calorimeter. 

Mr.  Kent — ^The  results  put  on  the  board  are  certainly  sur- 
prising. Mr.  Dean  says  it  does  not  make  much  difference 
whether  we  take  the  calorimeter  tests  or  the  analysis  as  the 
value ;  but  there  is  a  difference  of  seven  per  cent.  That  would 
make  a  difference  of  perhaps  $50,000  in  some  law  suits  for  per- 
formance of  contract.  But  the  results  are  still  more  surprising 
in  the  fact  that  Mr.  Dean  shows  such  uniformity,  the  calorim- 
eter being  practically  seven  per  ceni  less  than  the  analysis; 
while  Scheurer-Kestner's  tests,  made  about  fifteen  or  twenty 
years  ago,  showed  just  the  reverse.  It  appears  on  this  diagram 
on  page  256  that  the  calorimeter  tests  made  by  Scheurer-Eest- 
ner  were  about  ten  per  cent.,  on  an  average,  higher  than  the 
analysis.  From  that  date  down  to  the  time  of  Mahler's  ex- 
periments their  statement  was  generally  considered  to  be  cor- 
rect. Mahler  comes  along  and  finds  the  calorific  value  of  coal 
is  almost  exactly  the  same  as  that  of  the  analysis.  Now  Thom- 
son's calorimeter  shows  that  it  is  seven  per  cent.  less.  So  we 
have  all  that  range — seven  per  cent,  below  the  analysis  and  ten 
per  cent  above  it.  Now,  which  is  right  ?  My  own  impression 
is  that  Mahler  is  right.  Scheurer-Kestner  may  have  been 
right  The  actual  calorific  value  may  have  been  higher  than 
the  analysis. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


288      TESTS  OF   STEAM   BOILERS  WITH   DIFFERENT   KINDS   OF   COAL. 

Mr.  Hale. — Did  not  they  all  three  use  different  calorimeters 
and  all  three  different  formnlse  ? 

Mr.  Kent — They  all  doubtless  used  the  same  formula  (Du- 
long's),  but  different  calorimeters. 

Mr.  Dean.— I  must  plead  ignorance  on  these  details.  I  left 
the  matter  wholly  to  the  chemist.  I  am  not  a  chemist,  and  I 
do  not  intend  to  become  one. 

Professor  Denton. — The  Mahler  calorimeter  condenses  all  the 
products  of  combustion,  allowing  all  the  heat  of  the  hydrogen 
to  be  accounted  for.  Mr.  Dean's  calorimeter  does  not,  as  I 
think  it  allows  the  products  of  combustion  to  escape,  and  some 
of  the  heat  due  to  the  combustion  of  the  hydrogen  is  carried  off 
as  moisture  in  th^  excess  of  oxygen  above  the  amounts  required 
for  combustion. 

The  error  due  to  this  fact  would  probably  not  reach  one  per 
cent. 

It  should  also  be  noted  in  studying  these  figures  that  the 
calorific  values  given  with  a  Mahler  calorimeter  agree  with  those 
calculated  from  analyses  only  when  the  latter  are  derived  from 
the  following  particular  formula, 

Heat  of  combustion  =  14652(7  +  62100  (h-  ^^  8^""^)' 

which  may  not  be  the  one  employed  by  Mr.  Dean. 

Dr.  Charles  E.  Emery.* — The  subject  is  so  complex  that  in 
closing  I  can  only  discuss  a  few  points  which  have  arisen  in  the 
discussion.  Professor  Carpenter  has  referred  to  the  variations 
in  efficiency  due  to  different  rates  of  combustion,  and  presents 
curves  he  has  plotted  from  information  given  in  the  second  vol- 
ume of  Wiesbact's  Mechanics  (American  edition).  These  ex- 
periments were  made  at  the  New  York  Navy  Yard  under  Mr. 
Isherwood's  general  directions,  and  I  called  the  attention  of 
Mr.  Buel,  who  annotated  the  second  volume  of  Wiesbach,  to 
them,  by  a  reference  to  my  paper  on  the  subject  of  "  Boiler 
Proportions,"  in  the  report  of  the  judges  of  Group  XX.,  Cen- 
tennial Exhibition  {m\  for  which  he  gives  due  credii  Referring 
to  this  report,  it  will  be  found  that,  as  stated  in  §  45  of  this 
paper,  I  then  gave  curves  plotted  from  such  experiments,  and 
formulae  based  thereon.  The  function  used  by  Professor  Car- 
penter in  plotting  his  curves  must  be  criticised,  as  evidently  the 
evaporation  shown  by  formulae  would  have   a  negative    value 

*  Author's  closure,  under  the  Rules. 
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when  the  combustible  burned  per  square  foot  of  heating  sur- 
face exceeded  ten  pounds  per  hour,  which  evidently  cannot  be 
true.  That  branch  of  the  curre  must  be  an  asymptote,  always 
approaching  but  never  reaching  zero.  For  this  reason  I  used 
a  hyperbolic  function  for  which  constants  could  readily  be  ar- 
ranged to  accomplish  the  purpose  stated,  and  this  was  actually 
done  for  one  of  the  curves,  the  other  being  true  merely  between 
limits.  As  the  original  curves  and  formulae  are  not  generally  ac- 
cessible to  members  of  the  Society,  I  have  appended  them  to  §  45. 

I  am  very  much  interested  in  Mr.  Kent's  criticism  of  the 
analysis  of  the  Ormsby  coal  as  stated  by  Mr.  Isherwood.  The 
subject  is  well  worth  further  inquiry.  The  analysis  is  given  in 
great  detail,  showing  the  volumes  of  the  different  gases  which 
are  obtained  from  this  coaL  The  calorific  value  was,  however, 
BO  high  that  I  thought  it  necessary  to  at  least  question  the  anal- 
ysis in  a  footnote  to  Table  I. 

Mr.  Dean  in  his  discussion  reiterates  that,  "  If  you  base  your 
determination  upon  combustible  simply,  you  take  no  account 
whatever,  as  I  said,  of  the  different  heat  values  of  pounds  of 
combustible.  That  to  my  mind  was  sufficient  argument  in  favor 
of  the  efficiency  method,  and  I  think  that  even  in  Dr.  Emery's 
paper  there  is  just  about  as  much  proof  in  favor  of  that  method 
as  there  is  in  fovor  of  the  pound-of-combustible  method."  In 
response  I  will  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  if  there  were  a  xnere 
equality  in  testimony,  that  would  not  warrant  changing  an 
established  basis  of  comparison,  but  without  recapitulation  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  evidence  adduced  shows  the  efficiency 
method  to  have  a  limited  application.  It  is  true  that  it  is  of 
considerable  value  in  a  commercial  sense,  from  the  fact  that 
many  coals,  particularly  in  the  "West,  are  of  low  calorific  value, 
and  it  can  be  claimed  that  a  particular  boiler  gives  as  high  or  a 
higher  efficiency  than  another  when  the  heating  power  of  the 
coal  is  considered.  This  paper  is  not  intended,  however,  for 
commercial  consideration,  but  simply  to  ascertain  the  value  of 
various  comparisons.  All  standards  are  subject  to  error,  and  it 
has  been  shown  conclusively  that  the  efficiencies  obtained  in 
practice  are  not  the  same  for  coals  containing  considerable  vola^ 
tile  matter  as  for  those  which  have  less.  It  is  therefore  only  a 
standard  of  comparison  for  coals  from  a  particular  region  having 
similar  characteristics,  and  the  evaporation  per  pound  of  com- 
bustible shows  the  same  relations. 

19 
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Many  of  those  who  have  discussed  this  subject  do  not  appear 
to  realize  that  the  differences  shown  by  calorimetric  experiments 
are  not  necessarily  confirmed  by  actual  eyaporative  tests.  The 
calorimetric  tests  given  by  Mr.  Barrus  in  his  paper  (see  review 
of  same  in  §  39  of  this  paper)  show  differences  in  the  heating 
values  of  Cumberland  coal,  and  even  of  George's  Creek  coal, 
which  are  impossible  in  practical  working,  in  view  of  the  experi- 
ments of  Mr.  Isherwood  and  the  experience  of  engineers  in 
general.  The  differences  are  in  part  due  to  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  an  accurate  sample  in  the  first  place  and  accurate 
results  by  burning  a  sample  of  such  sample.  The  ash  in  coal 
dust  is  generally  much  greater  than  in  the  lump,  and  large 
quantities  of  both  should  be  crushed  in  the  exact  proportions 
they  obtain  in  the  coal  before  sampling  begins.  The  efficiency 
method  has  the  ridiculous  feature  about  it  that  after  spending 
many  hours  or  days  in  obtaining  accurate  average  results  from 
a  large  quantity  of  coal  consumed  in  a  furnace,  the  value  of  this^ 
elaborate  experiment,  with  all  its  details,  is  modified  by  divid- 
ing the  result  by  that  obtained  from  a  small  sample  of  coal 
under  entirely  different  conditions. 

It  is,  however,  desirable  to  obtain  further  information  as  to 
various  coals,  so  that  efficiency  comparisons  will  be  more  valu- 
able; but  until  then,  and  probably  afterward,  their  yalue,  as 
stated  in  the  original  paper,  will  be  only  to  supplement  and 
not  supplant  the  present  standard. 

Finally,  I  will  say  that  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  has  not 
been  a  more  general  response  to  the  request  made  at  the  meet- 
ing to  send  in  the  results  of  tests,  whereby  the  actual  evapora- 
tive efficiencies  of  different  coals  could  be  compared  with  tbeir 
calorific  values  shown  by  ultimate  analysis  or  by  burning 
a  sample  in  oxygen.  Prof.  Horace  B.  Gale  has,  however, 
kindly  sent  an  abstract,  which  appeared  in  Potoer  for 
August,  1894,  of  a  paper  read  by  him  before  the  California 
Electrical  Society,  May,  1893,  from  which  two  tables  are  here- 
with presented,  marked  Tables  IX.  and  X.,  showing  respectively 
the  proximate  analyses  of  various  coals  and  the  evaporative 
efficiencies  of  different  coals  in  boilers  of  the  type  stated. 
.There  may  be  a  few  repetitions  of  data  previously  referred  to, 
but  the  tables  as  a  whole  are  particularly  valuable  in  this  con- 
nection, as  they  show  results  from  many  of  the  coals  available 
on  the  Pacific  Coast. 
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TABLE  IX. 
Pboxhcate  Analtbbs  of  Diffabbnt  Kinds  of  Coal.    (Galb.) 


Dbsiohation  of  Coal. 

Per  cent. 
Moisture. 

!,« 

Fixed 
Carbon. 

88.04 
80.08 
87.74 
88.15 
88. 

76.06 
81.0 
n.58 
74.06 

78.11 

66.7 

78.06 

71.8 

71.66 

78.86 

60.87 

66.06 

75.5 

58.8 

66.75 

61.0 

70.66 

56.06 

54.64 

50.0 

58.01 

50.61 

46.08 

56.8 

56.88 

54.85 

54  83 

48.85 

59.8 

67.98 

56.62 

56. 

51.06 

51.8 

49.40 

66.01 

64.4 

47.01 

48.81 

58.65 

49.89  - 

45.15 

54.9 

48.98 

58.11 

58.81 

49.87 

43.9 

45.11 

46.84 

89.41 

87.19 

34.95 

81.8 

19.68 

17.48 

Ash. 

Sulphur. 

AiUhraeiU: 
Beaver  Meadow.  Penn 

1.5 

1.0 

8.18 

8.01 

1.8 

1.18 

1.85 

.67 

1.S5 

1.84 
1.0 
LOT 

.86 
1.19 

.07 
8.46 
1.8 

.74 

.80 

1.88 
1.16 

.67 
8.57 
7.18 
8.96 
8.46 
1.86 
8.08 
8.16 
1.84 
8.16 
8.6 
7.56 
1.5 
3.06 
1.50 
1.7 
8.85 
6.06 
5.48 
8. 
8. 
5.1 
3.01 
8.1 
1.85 
8.74 

.80 
8.80 
1.8 
1.8 
8.6 
8.18 
8.11 
14.60 

10.61 
4.8 
15.45 
14  6 
11.7 
48.58 

8.88 
8.06 
8.01 
8.88 
6.85 

18.44 
18.85 
18.84 
14.08 

14.78 

14.86 

17.8 

17.7 

18.8 

10.87 

80.58 

80.08 

82.48 

84.66 

85.88 

86.18 

86.64 

87.88 

80.5 

89.54 

89.86 

80.10 

80.14 

81. ;3 

88.81 

84.15 

84.87 

84.65 

84.7 

84.04 

85.68 

86. 

86.06 

36.15 

87.78 

87.80 

80.1 

80.15 

89.10 

89.7 

89.87 

87.08 

89.96 

41.18 

42.27 

42.47 

43.n 

46.7 

47.19 

38.80 

87.85 
47.07 
41.55 
44.85 
51.78 
84.88 

7.11 
6.18 
6.35 
5.66 
4.56 

11.38 

4. 
18.06 

0.66 

10.77 

88.44 
8.68 
0.66 
8.35 
6.18 
0.15 

10.01 
.8 

16.86 

6.04 

10.60 
1.53 

18.80 
8.74 
6. 

14.74 
8.88 

15. 

10.81 

10.18 
8.85 
8. 

14.06 
4.6 
8.18 
6.11 
7.8 
0.75 
5.56 
7.44 
4.1 
3.4 
7.77 
0.84 
4.55 
7.88 

14.00 
4.68 

13.81 
3.88 
4.18 
4.26 
7.15 
4.68 
4.58 

z.n 

10.06 
8.05 
0.85 

16.04 

.01 

Peach  Monutain,  Peon 

.01 

Lackawanna,  Penn.. 

Lehiffh,  Penn 

.18 
.5 

WelA.Walct 

SenU-AnthracUi  : 
Natural  Coke,  Virginia 

.08 
.47 

Cardiff,  Wales 

.76 

Lycommg  Creek,  Penn 

.08 

Arkansas,  No.  16,  Geol.  Sanrey 

Semi'BUuminout  : 
BIosabnrKi  Penn 

85 

Mexican.. 

4  53 

Fort  Smith,  Arkansas 

Cliff,  New  Sooth  Wales,  Australia 

1  86 

8ka£it  River,  State  of  Washington 

Cnmberlnnd.  Maryland 

77 

Cambria  Cooniy,  penn 

1.6 

Mount  Kembla,  New  South  Wales,  Aos 

Fire  Creek.  West  Virginia 

Arkansas,  No.  18  Geol.  Surrey 

8.88 
.54 

Bitvminout : 

Wllkeson,  Pierce  County,  Washington 

Cowlitz,  Washington 

Trace. 
0.18 

New  River,  West  Virginia 

Pictou.  Nova  Scotia: 

.5 
.77 

BigMuddy,  Illinois 

1.01 

BeUlngham  Bay.  Washington 

.58 

Midlotblan,  Virginia ]. 

.06 

Concellsville,  I^nn..... 

.78 

Dlinois,  Average 

Carbon  Hill,  Washington 

6. 
8.88 

Clover  Hill,  Virginia 

Wellington,  Vancouver  Island,  B.  C 

.51 
.87 

Franklin,  Waslilngton .... 

Bocky  Monntains" W... 

1.1 

Newcastle,  England  

.83 

MoldhiDoi,  Westport,  New  Zealand'.  ...!.*.'.'.  *. 

Bmnner  iflne,  Greymouth,  New  Zealand 

Pittsburg,  Penn 

.16 

Nanaimo,  Vancouver  Island,  B.  C. .....!!... . 

2.39 

Hocking  Valley,  Ohio 

.b7 

Pleasant  VaUey,  Utah 

1.28 

Kentucky 

Bllensbniir,  Washington 

Olympic  Mountains,  Washington 

1.1 
.97 

Scotch,  Scotland.... T. 

Roslyn,  Washington 

.36 
Trace. 

Cook's  Inlet,  Alaska 

1.8 

Koounahoo  Inlet,  Admiralty  I.,  Alaska 

Liverpool,  England 

.72 

38 

CslSspel,  Washington 

.3 

Carbonado,  Washington 

Trace. 

rpper  TakinuL  Washington 

Trace. 

Methow,  Washington 

Newcastle,  King  CounHr,  Washington 

Black  Diamond,  King  County,  Washington. . 
Black  Diamond,  Mt.  Diablo,  California. 

lAgniUs: 

Otago  (Kaltangata  Cr.)»  New  Zealand 

Oilman,  Washington 

.26 
.13 

.01 

.88 

Coos  Bay  (Newport  Mine),  Oregon. .  

8.53 

Alaska                   . 

1.15 

Boron,  Fresno  County,  Calif ornuV... 

8.78 

lone,  Amador  County,  California 

Trace. 
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TABLE   X. 

RB8ULT8  OF  EtAPORATIYB  TbBTS  OF  DlFFBBENT  KiKDS  OF  COAI.. 


(OAI.E.) 


Class  and  Dk»ionatiom  ov  Fukl. 


Type  of  Boiler  Used.         Aathority. 


AfUhracUe*: 

Welsh,  South  Wales 

Welsh,  South  Wales 

Lackawanna,  Penn 

Lackawanna,  Penn 

Lehigh,  Penn 

Semi'ArUAraeiUs : 

Lvcoming  Creek.  Penn 

Natural  Coke,  Virginia 

Caixliff,  South  Wales 

Arkansas,  No.  16,  Geol.  Sun-ey 

8emi-Bitumifum$ : 

Cumberland,  Md.  (average) 

Blossbnrg,  Penn 

Arkansas,  No.  12,  Geol.  Sunrey 

Port  Smith,  Arkansas 

Coal  CUfl,  N.  8.  W.,  Australia 

Bull!,  N.  8.  W.,  Australia 

Mount  Kembla,  N.  8.  W.,  Australia 

Mexican,  Mexico 

Bituminous  : 

New  RiverjWest  Virginia 

Kanawha,  West  Virginia 

Newcastle,  England  (average) 

Liverpool,  England 

Pittobnrg,   Pe  n  n 

Picton,  Nova  Scotia 

Midlothian,  Virginia 

Clover  Hill,  Virginia 

Cannellton,  Indiana 

Scotch  Splint,  Fordel,  Scotland 

Scotch,  Dalkeith,  ScotUnd 

Big  Muddy,  Illinois 

lUmois  (common) 

Takasima,  Japan 

Chili 

Pacijlc  Coast  Fueh: 

Wellington  (Lump).  Vancouver  Island,  B.  C 

Wellington  (Screemngs),  Vancouver  Island,  B.  C. 

South  Prairie,  Washington 

Diamond  (House  Coal ),  Washington. 

Green  River,  Washington 

Seattle  (Lump),  Washington 

Seattle  (Screenings),  Washington 

Renton  (Screenings, ,  Washington 

Black  Diamond,  Washington 

Cedar  River  (Nut).  Washington 

Cedar  River  (Screenings),  Washington 

Coos  Bay.  Oregon 

Wellington,  Vancouver  Island,  B.  C 

WallsendjN.  S.  W..  Australia 

Pleasant  valley,  Utah ; 

Wilkeson,  Washington 

Nanaimo.  Vancouver  Td,  B.  C.  (average of  6 tests). 
Carbon  Hill,  Washington  (average  of  20  tests). . . . 

Rocky  Mountain  (average  of  8  tests) 

Roslyn,  Washington 

Linnites: 

Alaska 

Alaska 

Bucado,  Washington 

New  Pittsburgh,  Washington 

Coalinga,  Pre««no  County,  Cal 

Coallnga,  Fresno  County,  Cal 

lone,  Amador  County,  (;al 

Wood: 
Dry  Pine  Wood 


11.4 
10.1 
11.2 
9.8 
8.9 

8.9 
8.6 
8.4 
6.8 


10.0 
9.7 
8.2 
7.6 
8.1 
8.1 
8.0 
6.8 


10.2 
9.6 
8.7 
8.0 
8.5 
8.4 
8.8 
7.7 
7.8 
7.6 
7.1 
8.2 
6.2 
7.9 
5.7 

9.8 
7.8 
8.9 
8.8 
8.8 
7.6 
7.2 
6.8 
6.2 
5.9 
5.5 
5.8 
8.6 
7.6 
7.6 
7.5 
7.45 
6.5 
6.24 
5.2 

5.3 
6.0 
4.6 
4.5 
4.6 
4  2 
9.8 


Water  tube  (B.  &.  W.)  Mr.  Wolfcnden. 
H.  B.  Gale. 

Water  tube C.  K.  Emery. 

Tubular W.  B.  Johnson. 


I 
Tubular W.  R.  Johnson. 


Locomotive So.  Pac  Co. 

Hor.  tubular H.  B.  Gale. 


Hor.  tubular. 


Locomotive. 


Tubular. , 


Water  tube  (U.). 
iHor.  tubular 


Water  tube  (B.  &  W.) 

jWatertube 

Water  tube  (B*.  A*  wV) 


Water  tube 

Hor.  tubular.... 
Locomotive 

'Locomotive 

Stationary  Lo... 
Locomotive 

Stationary  Lo... 
.Tubular 


U.  8.  Navy  Rep. 
W.  R.  Johnaon. 
H.  B.  Gale. 

So.  Pac.  Co. 


U.  S.  Navy  Rep. 


H.  B.  Gale. 
W.  R.  Johnson. 


(DelaBecheand 
)     Playfair. 
H.  B.  Gale. 

»»  44 

U.  8.  Navy  Rep. 


A.  Worthington. 

J.  E.  Bnmeas. 
A.  Worthington. 

J.  B.  Bnmess. 

J.  H.  Godbold. 
So.  Pac.  Co. 


N.  Pac.  R.R. 
So.  Pac.  Co. 


N.  Pac.  R.R 

So.  Pac.  Co. 
N.  Pac.  R.R. 
So.  Pac.  Co. 


W.  R.   Johnson. 
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DCLXXVni. 

TOPICAL  DISCUSSIONS  AND  INTERCHANGE  OF 

DATA. 

XXXIId  MEETING. 
No.  678—126. 

For  filteiing  oil  having  very  finely  divided  metallic  particles  in  suspension, 
what  haye  jon  found  to  be  the  best  filtering  material,  either  for  one  operation  or 
in  a  series  ? 

Mr,  Q.  W.  BisaeU. — The  writer  uses  an  oil  filter  consisting  of 
two  shallow  rectangular  tin  trays  and  some  wide  lamp-wicks. 
One  of  the  trajs,  slightly  smaller  than  the  other,  is  supported 
within  it  on  two  blocks,  which  raise  it  an  inch  or  so  from  the 
bottom  of  the  larger  pan.  The  wicks  are  laid  in  the  upper  pan 
80  as  to  hang  over  its  edges  into  the  lower  pan. 

The  oil  to  be  filtered  is  poured  into  the  upper  pan.  A  drip 
cock  in 'the  lower  pan,  and  a  cover  for  the  whole,  complete  the 
apparatus.  No  quantitative  tests  have  been  made,  but  the 
results,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  judge,  are  good. 

Mr,  P,  J,  Tracy.  *  — Machinery  oil  u^ed  for  lubrication,  after 
passing  through  the  bearings  seems  not  only  to  become  con- 
taminated with  non-lubricating  matter,  such  as  fine  metallic 
particles,  carbon,  dust,  etc.,  but  it  seems  also  to  lose,  in  a  great 
many  cases,  a  large  percentage  of  its  valuable  elements.  It  thus 
becomes  leas  volatile  and  more  difficult  to  restore  to  its  original 
purity  and  value,  and  the  attempts  by  filtration  in  most  cases 
have  not  been  satisfactory  to  the  practical  engineer. 

It  is  not  the  heavy  deposit  of  foreign  matter  which  injures 
machinery,  as  such  material  is  easily  and  readily  removed,  but 
it  appears  to  be  fine  particles,  often  invisible  to  the  naked  eye, 
which  become  so  incorporated  into  the  body  of  the  oil  as  to 
cause  the  heating  and  cutting  with  which  operators  are  familiar. 
The  heat  would  also  seem  in  many  cases  to  affect  the  structure 
of  the  bearings,  as  well  as  to  increase  consumption  of  the  fuel. 

-  *  Of  Racine,  Wisconsin.    Contributed  by  letter  to  the  Publication  Committee. 
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The  complete  removal  of  the  finely  divided  metallic  matter 
cannot  be  effected  by  passing  it  through  many  of  the  so-called 
filtering  mediums,  such  as  mineral  or  animal  wool,  bone  dust, 
vegetable  or  animal  charcoal,  hair  felt,  absorbent  cotton,  and  the 
like,  nor  can  much  of  this  material  be  precipitated  readily  by 
heat. 

What  may  be  called  the  anti-lubricating  substances  continue 
in  the  oil,  and  comparatively  little  real  purification  is  efiTected 
by  such  filtration,  except  when  the  material  is  quite  new,  and 
even  an  expert  will  find  it  hard  to  tell  when  the  filtering  medium 
is  exhausted  unless  he  applies  frequent  quality  tests.  My  eflFort 
has  been  to  find  some  material,  if  possible,  which  would  be  both 
certain  in  its  results  and  be  safe  to  place  in  the  hands  of  inex- 
perienced operators.  The  solution  which  I  have  found  for  the 
problem  is,  to  devise  a  chemical  preparation  which  should  act 
as  a  coagulant,  a  deodorizer  and  disinfectant,  and  at  the  same' 
time  facilitate  precipitation.  It  can  be  used  in  the  simplest 
kind  of  apparatus,  which  I  often  arrange  as  follows : 

A  clean,  empty  oil  barrel  has  its  top  head  taken  out,  and 
there  is  substituted  for  it  a  reasonably  dust-proof  removable 
cover,  having  an  overlapping  flange.  Through  the  centre  of  the 
cover,  in  an  inch  and  a  quarter  hole,  insert  a  pipe,  passing  down 
inside  the  barrel  to  within  three  inches  of  the  bottom,  and  pro- 
vide at  its  upper  end  a  funnel  and  strainer,  and  at  the  bot- 
tom a  strainer  2^  inches  deep,  12  inches  in  diameter,  open  at 
the  bottom,  and  with  its  side  made  of  finely  perforated  sheet 
metal. 

The  object  of  this  peculiar  construction  is  to  provide  for  a 
precipitation  and  to  break  up  the  oil  from  drops  into  a  fine 
spray,  thus  presenting  more  surface  to  reaction  with  a  com- 
pound. 

About  two  tablespoonfuls  of  the  filtering  compound  dissolved 
in  a  pail  of  tepid  water  is  then  poured  into  the  barrel  through 
the  funnel,  and  water  and  compound  added  in  above  proportions^ 
according  to  the  condition  and  quantity  of  oil  to  be  purified, 
until  the  solution  stands  nine  inches  high  in  the  barrel,  and  the 
dirty  oil  is  poured  in  and  allowed  to  stand  a  few  hours  before 
using.  A  glass  water-gauge  and  two  molasses  faucets  enable  the 
relative  position  and  condition  of  the  re-agent  solution  to  be  ob- 
served, and  the  clean  oil  or  the  precipitant  can  be  drawn  oflF  as 
required. 
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In  the  reaotion  with  most  oils  there  is  a  certain  quantity  of 
gas  released  which  agitates  the  oil  and  still  further  aids  purifi- 
cation. The  compound  has  no  perceptible  effect  on  absolutely 
pure  oil  other  than  to  give  it  additional  polish.  I  have  used  it 
extensiyelj  as  an  oil  test.  It  readily  seeks  out  and  detects 
such  adulterations  as  rosin,  gum,  paraffine,  etc. 

No.  678—126. 

What  information  can  you  give  as  to  the  best  method  for  the  extraction  of  oil 
from  condensed  ateam,  where  it  U  desirable  to  use  the  exhaust  steam  repeatedlj 
for  boiler- feed  purposes  ? 

Mr.  John  C.  Kafer. — I  do  not  know  of  any  one  subject  which 
is  of  more  importance  to  steamship  owners  than  that  of  filtering 
oil  out  of  exhaust  steam,  and  preventing  it  from  going  into  the 
boiler,  and  if  there  is  any  one  in  the  Society  who  has  had  experi- 
ence  in  successfully  extracting  oil  or  grease  from  exhaust  steam 
or  feed  water,  it  would  be  of  great  importance  to  every  one  who 
uses  a  surface  condenser  on  shipboard  to  hear  how  it  is  done. 
There  are  various  appliances  for  extracting  oil  and  grease  from 
the  feed  water — some  by  floating  the  grease  out  of  the  condensed 
steam,  others  by  interference,  and  some  by  filtering  through 
cloths  of  various  kinds.  On  some  of  the  Sound  steamers,  I 
think  they  have  used  for  many  years  straw  or  hay.  That  will 
extract  the  oil  quite  welL  The  slightest  amount  of  grease  on 
the  top  of  the  furnace  of  a  boiler  will  keep  the  water  from  that 
surface,  and  numbers  of  furnaces,  corrugated  as  well  as  others, 
have  gone  down,  and  all  due  to  grease  on  the  surface  of  the 
metal.  Not  only  does  it  injure  the  boiler,  but  it  interferes  with 
the  efficiency  of  the  boiler  by  preventing  the  transmission  of 
heat.  I  think  there  are  a  number  of  gentlemen  here  who  have 
had  some  experience  with  grease  extractors,  and  I  would  also  like 
to  hear  some  one  speak  as  to  the  effect  on  the  condenser  tubes, 
if  steam  going  into  the  condenser  deposits  this  grease  on  the 
surface  of  the  tubes  and  interferes  with  the  transmission  of  the 
heat  to  the  condensing  water. 

3fr,  H.  A.  Bang.  — Some  years  ago,  while  I  was  engineer  for 
one  of  the  filter  companies,  we  used  the  ordinary  sand  filter 
for  this  purpose,  and  we  had  to  use  in  addition  to  it  a  slight 
trace  of  alum,  which  was  fed  automatically  into  the  water  before 
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filtration.  One  of  these  filters  was  placed  in  one  of  the  high- 
pressure  service  pumping  stations  of  this  city  (New  York), 
which  proved  so  satisfactory  to  those  in  charge  that  they  ordered 
one  placed  in  their  other  station  for  filtering  the  boiler  feed,  to 
remove  the  oil  from  it.  The  filter  they  used,  I  believe,  was  about 
40  inches  in  diameter,  with  a  bed  of  sand  about  4  feet  deep,  the 
water  being  fed  in  at  the  top  and  passing  out  at  the  bottom,  and, 
I  believe,  was  worked  under  pressure,  also  using  the  slight  trace 
of  alum.  A  number  of  these  filter  plants  for  this  purpose  are 
working  successfully  throughout  the  country. 

Professor  Huttoru — I  should  like  to  ask  Mr.  Kafer  whether  the 
oil  is  recoverable  with  a  straw  filter. 

Mr,  Kafer. — No,  sir ;  the  oil  or  grease  which  is  recovered  is  a 
muck,  thick  and  unfit  for  use.  The  idea  is  to  prevent  it  from 
going  into  the  boiler.  The  Edmiston  grease  extractor,  used  on 
the  Majestic  and  other  transatlantic  steamers,  by  a  series  of 
screens  catches  the  grease  on  a  cloth  of  various  textures,  and 
then  they  take  these  out  and  throw  them  away,  or  wash  them. 
It  would  be  impracticable  to  have  sand  on  board  a  ship,  on 
account  of  the  large  quantity  of  sand  which  would  be  required 
for  the  frequent  changes  necessary  to  be  made,  and  the  space 
occupied  by  a  sand  filter. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Boelker. — I  believe  that  common  sponges,  packed 
tight  under  some  pressure,  have  been  found  to  be  the  best  filter- 
ing material  for  feed  water  on  steamers.  They  take  out  the 
grease  almost  perfectly,  but  they  have  to  be  washed  very 
frequently.  In  order  to  keep  a  boiler  really  clean,  a  portion  of 
them  must  be  washed  every  day.  I  remember  a  set  of  boilers 
into  which  I  looked  immediately  on  being  opened,  before  any 
washing  out  had  been  done,  after  they  had  been  in  constant 
service  for  a  year  and  a  half  or  two  years,  and  I  found  practically 
no  trace  of  grease  in  them.  These  boilers  had  cylindrical  shells, 
with  the  furnace  directly  under  them,  and  a  little  grease  would 
quickly  have  shown  its  effect,  so  the  chief  engineer  paid  par- 
ticular attention  to  having  the  sponges  washed  every  day.  The 
engine  had  the  usual  surface  condenser,  with  the  usual  amount 
of  grease,  supplied  with  soda,  which  loosened  the  grease  and  put 
it  into  the  feed  water,  and  still  the  boilers  were  kept  clean  by 
the  sponges  only. 

I  have  also  seen  a  filter  consisting  of  a  tightly  closed  cast- 
iron  box  in  which   sponges  were   packed  very  tight.      These 
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would  during  the  service  fill  with  grease  so  that  they  were  all 
matted  together,  looking  more  like  dirty  liver  or  raw  rubber  than 
sponges,  but  still  the  water  which  had  passed  through  them  was 
almost  clean.  It  had  a  rather  unpleasant  taste,  but  one  could 
drink  it,  and  it  looked  practically  clean. 

Mr.  Charles  Langlotz, — I  was  about  to  remark,  the  same  as 
the  previous  speaker,  that  on  the  Atlantic  liners  they  use  sponges, 
and  these  are  fitted  with  an  automatic  by-pass  to  feed  around 
the  box  rather  than  through  it  wljen  they  become  foul.  I  have 
used  pulverized  coke,  however,  with  considerable  success,  as  it 
does  not  require  the  attention  which  sponges  do. 

Mr.  William  Kent. — I  would  like  if  these  gentlemen  who  have 
spoken  about  sponges  would  give  us  some  idea  of  the  size  of  the 
vessel  in  which  the  sponges  are  kept.  Also,  how  big  a  sand 
filter  should  you  have,  say,  for  1,000  horse-power  ? 

Mr.  Bodker. — For  2,000  horse-power  one  would  generally  use 
two  boxes  about  18  inches  high,  2  feet  wide,  and  12  feet  long, 
with  open  tops.  The  water  passes  through  them  longitudinally. 
Two  are  used  so  that  one  may  be  cleared  while  the  other  is 
working. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Darling, — ^I  learned  the  other  day  of  a  filtering  mate- 
rial used  on  some  of  the  Sound  boats  which  meets  with  consid- 
erable success,  and  that  is  the  ordinary  "  excelsior  "  wood  fibre. 
The  point  about  it  is  that  it  absorbs  the  oil  much  better  than 
does  straw  or  hay.  Its  cost  is  little  more,  and  it  may  be  burned 
when  fouL 

Mr.  William  T.  Bonner. — I  think  there  is  one  motto  that 
would  serve  very  well  for  all  of  the  appliances  suggested  thus 
far,  which  is,  that  eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  safety.  In 
my  experience  I  have  found  that  the  ammonia-alum  filters  are 
very  nice  in  theory,  but  unless  they  are  carefully  watched,  that 
small  trace  of  alum  soon  becomes  quite  a  large  amount.  This 
is  due  to  several  causes,  but  principally  to  corrosion  and  gradual 
enlargement  of  the  opening  through  the  connection  between  the 
chemical  tank  and  filter.  In  two  of  three  instances  where  we 
tried  that  system  we  found  that  in  a  very  short  time  the  feed 
pipes  to  the  boiler  were  all  eaten  out.  It  could  not  be  accounted 
for  in  any  other  way  than  that  there  must  have  been  a  surplus  of 
alum  in  the  feed  water  beyond  tjic  filter.  At  other  plants  which 
I  have  in  mind  they  attempted  to  filter  grease  from  the  water, 
but  it  was  only  a  short  time  before  the  sand  bed  became  so  foul 
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that  it  was  given  np  as  impractioable.  There  are  plaoes  where 
it  is  possible  to  use  pressure  filters  for  work  of  that  kind,  but 
the  impurities  must  first  be  thoroughly  coagulated  by  the  use 
of  chemicals  and  the  precipitate  remoyed  from  the  sand  bed  by 
frequent  washing.  In  addition  the  filter  should  be  opened  from 
time  to  time,  and  the  top  of  the  sand  bed  scraped  off,  or  else  the 
sand  bed  should  be  taken  out  entirely,  and  replaced  by  fresh 
material. 

I  have  also  seen  straw  and  excelsior  used.  In  my  experience 
that  has  proved  a  very  cheap  and  effective  means  of  taking  out 
oil,  but,  like  everything  else,  it  needs  to  be  watched.  It  requires 
but  a  short  time  for  the  straw  and  excelsior  to  become  coated  over 
and  to  clog  up  ;  and  unless  it  is  thrown  out  and  replaced,  the 
oil  passes  through  the  same  as  before.  If  anything,  it  is  worse ; 
because  you  are  not  only  passing  the  oil  through,  but  you  are 
also  carrying  along  the  rotten  material,  as  it  seems  to  disinte- 
grate and  go  through  in  small  particles  with  the  feed  water,  get- 
ting under  the  valve  seats,  clogging  up  passages,  and  causing  no 
end  of  trouble. 

Mr.  Kafer. — What  was  the  material  of  the  feed  pipe,  copper 
or  iron  ? 

Mr.  Bonner. — ^It  was  iron.  The  plant  which  I  had  in  mind 
was  very  well  arranged,  and  received  careful  attention  ;  yet,  as  I 
remember,  the  pipes  were  all  eaten  out  in  something  like  four 
months.  There  they  used  a  pressure  filter  with  an  automatic 
injection  of  ammonia-alum,  the  latter  being  intended  to  precipi* 
tate  the  lime  in  the  water.  The  apparatus  was  put  in  by  one  of 
the  prominent  filter  companies  of  that  time,  under  a  strong 
guarantee.  It  worked  very  well  for  a  time,  but  it  seemed  im- 
possible to  regulate  automatically  the  supply  of  alum,  owing  to 
gradual  enlargement  of  the  openings  by  corrosion.  Brass  pipes 
have  been  used  for  connections  between  the  chemical  tank  and 
the  filter,  and  in  some  cases  also  for  connecting  the  filter  to  the 
main  pipe  system ;  but  the  alum  would  generally  attack  the  first 
iron  pipes  it  reached,  and  even  in  some  cases  corroded  the  brass 
pipes. 

Mr.  Kafer, — ^There  is  one  method  of  preventing  grease  in  boil- 
ers that  has  not  been  spoken  of  yet,  and  I  think  it  is  the  best 
known  ;  that  is,  not  to  put  any  oil  in  the  cylinder.  (Laughter.) 
That  practice  has  been  adopted  on  a  number  of  steamships  with 
success.     Care  must  be  taken  to  have  the  right  kind  of  metal  in 
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ihe  cylinder  and  valve  surfaces,  and  a  softer  metal  in  the  pack- 
ing rings ;  but  it  can  be  arranged  so  that  the  engine  will  work 
satisfactorily  and  not  use  any  oil  in  the  cylinders  at  all,  and  that 
is  the  sure  way  of  getting  rid  of  the  oil  in  the  boilers. 

Mr,  Paid  H.  Grimm. — The  methods  thus  far  proposed  for 
eradicating  this  evil,  or  preventing  it,  seem  all  to  be  in  the 
interest  of  steamship  companies  and  steamship  boilers.  I  have 
not  heard  any  remedy  mentioned  yet  for  the  evil  as  it  exists  in 
land  or  stationary  practice. 

In  many  of  our  large  buildings  here  in  the  city,  where  exhaust 
steam  is  used  for  heating  purposes,  and  afterwards  for  feeding 
the  boilers  (that  is,  the  condensation  from  this  steam),  I  have 
known  of  considerable  damage  having  been  done  by  grease  in 
the  feed  water.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  in  buildings  where 
they  have  elevator  engines,  which  live  on^oil  generally,  and  the 
oil  is  attempted  to  be  extracted  by  so-called  grease  extractors, 
which  do  almost  everything  but  extract  grease,  the  oil  seems  to 
get  into  the  piping  of  the  heating  system,  and  comes  back  with 
the  water  of  condensation  to  the  boiler,  with  the  result  of  filling 
up  the  tubes,  if  it  is  a  water-tube  boiler,  or  getting  on  to  the 
crown  or  fire  sheets  of  some  other  boiler ;  and  I  was  in  hopes 
that  some  one  might  advance  a  good  remedy  for  that  evil.  I 
have  myself  come  in  contact  with  this  thing  to  a  considerable 
extent,  and  found  that  where  the  object  is  simply  to  recover  the 
water  of  condensation  for  the  sake  of  the  water — for  the  sake 
of  having  the  soft  water — and  where  the  temperature  of  this  water 
is  not  any  greater  than  say  212  degrees,  I  have  used  apparatus 
which  perhaps  others  have  used,  though  I  have  never  heard 
of  its  being  used  before.  In  one  case  I  have  used  two 
chambers,  in  another  case  three  chambers,  of  water,  consist- 
ing of  cylinders  about  5  feet  high  and  30  inches  in  diameter 
(Fig.  62).  The  water  of  condensation  is  first  passed  into  one  of 
these  until  it  fills  up  to  within  six  inches  of  the  top  of  this  cyl- 
inder ;  put  in  a  pipe  which  leads  to  the  bottom  of  the  next  cyl- 
inder ;  then  that  fiUs  up,  and  from  the  top  of  that  one,  or  near 
the  top,  another  pipe  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  next  one, 
being  a  series  of  three  ;  and  my  experience  has  been  that  from 
the  first  cylinder  I  could  skim  off  oil  which  would  be  really  fit 
to  use  again — quite  a  thick  film  of  oil ;  and  the  second  cylinder 
would  have  less,  and  the  third  one  scarcely  any.  This  is  an  appa- 
ratus which  I  have  used  very  successfully  in  a  Western  starch 
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works,  where  the  object  was  to  get  the  condensed  steam  back 
again  for  the  sake  of  the  distilled  water  for  boiler  feed,  instead 
of  using  a  lime  water,  and  the  exhaust  steam  was  used  for  heat- 
ing cold  water,  and  simply  passed  through  a  system  of  coils 
(see  sketch).  I  have  not  heard  of  anything  which  would  work 
successfully  on  the  exhaust  steam  after  being  used  in  the  heat- 
ing of  a  building;  perhaps  the  same  thing  might  answer  the 
purpose.     It  might  answer  in  a  closed  cylinder. 

I  know  that  a  water  filter  is  about  the  best  thing  I  have  ever 
found  for  separating  oil  from  water,  if  you  give  it  time  enough 


Fig.  62. 

fco  separate ;  of  course  there  is  a  little  heat  lost  by  radiation, 
but  the  question  is,  whether  the  small  amount  of  heat  lost  had 
not  better  be  lost  than  to  damage  the  boiler  with  grease,  or  to 
affect  injuriously  the  heating  surfaces. 

J/r.  Kafer, — That  is  the  system  of  the  Wass  grease  extractor. 

J/r.  0,  C.  Woolson, — The  experience  which  I  had  with  this 
question  was  in  the  early  seventies,  at  which  time  there  was  being 
introduced  through  the  West  a  square,  homely  heater,  with  a 
chamber  at  the  bottom  for  closely  packed  hay,  through  which 
all  the  feed  water  had  to  pass,  and  as  the  heater  worked  on  the 
jet  condenser  principle,  a  purifying  chamber  was  necessary ;  and 
from  my  experience  that  was  a  very  practical  heater. 

3fr.  JfcBride. — I  think  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Kafer  a  very 
sensible  one  in  regard  to  using  less  oil  in  cylinders. 
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I  am  using  the  exhaust  steam  from  1,000  to  1,500  horse-power. 
This  exhaust  steam  is  condensed  in  a  multiple-effect  evaporator, 
and  in  the  end  of  the  first  effect  where  it  is  condensed,  I  have 
never  yet  found  a  trace  of  oil  which  would  soil  a  silk  handker- 
chief. 

I  have  a  pair  of  Corliss  engines,  30  inches  diameter,  6  feet 
stroke.  They  are  thoroughly  lubricated,  but  not  enough  of  oil 
passed  through  them  to  cover  the  roofe  of  the  neighboring 
houses  with  oil.  I  know  of  a  large  electric-light  station  in  Pitts- 
burg where  the  ladies,  in  going  past  the  power  house,  have  to 
hoist  their  umbrellas  to  keep  the  oil  off  their  bonnets.  If  this 
steam  was  condensed,  there  is  no  doubt  a  separator  would  be 
needed. 

If  oil  is  used  in  cylinders  (and  I  believe  it  is  essential),  if  it  is 
used  in  minimum  quantities,  just  enough  to  lubricate,  the  matter 
of  separating  the  oil  from  the  exhaust  steam  will  be  simplified 
very  much. 

We  use  the  water  of  condensation  in  manufacturing  colors, 
and  cannot  have  any  oil  in  it.  I  think  in  most  cases  oil  is  used 
in  excessive  quantities,  far  beyond  any  necessary  amount. 

Mr.  IL  A.  Bang. — ^In  an  office  building  in  Wall  Street  where 
a  sand  filter  is  used  for  filtering  the  return  water  from  the  steam- 
heating  system,  which  is  mainly  supplied  with  exhaust  steam,  I 
believe  they  used  it  without  adding  any  alum  at  all,  and  found 
that  it  worked  very  successfully;  at  least  such  was  the  case 
when  I  had  occasion  to  see  the  filter  very  frequently.  I  think 
a  box  about  2  feet  long  and  2  feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep,  with  a 
perforated  plate  about  6  inches  from  the  bottom,  and  then  4  feet 
of  sand  over  that.  If  allowed  to  filter  slowly  enough  it  would 
answer  the  purpose,  the  water  being  let  in  over  the  sand  and 
being  drawn  off  from  the  6-inch  reservoir  at  the  bottom. 

Mr.  Kent. — How  much  horse-power? 

Mr.  Bang. — ^Allowing  SOpounds  or  3.6  gallons  of  water  per  horse- 
power per  hour,  which  would  be  360  gallons  for  100  horse -power 
per  hour,  or  6  gallons  per  minute.  Three  gallons  per  minute  is 
the  usual  amount  of  water  allowed  per  square  foot  of  filtering  sur- 
face, therefore  a  filter  having  two  square  feet  of  surface  would 
answer  the  purpose ;  but  I  should  prefer  for  my  own  use  to 
double  that  surface  in  order  to  allow  the  water  to  pass  through 
slowly  enough  to  do  away  with  the  use  of  alum  entirely.  For 
the  cases  I  mentioned,  however,  the  three  gallons  per  minute  was 
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the  allowance.  As  boilers  are  not  always  fed  oontinaoasly,  it 
would  be  best  to  let  the  water  mn  from  the  filter  into  a  tank, 
from  which  the  boiler  pumps  could  draw  it  as  it  was  required, 
and  allow  the  filter  to  work  as  much  below  its  capacity  as  pos- 
sible. 

Mr,  John  Fritz, — This  seems  to  be  something  of  an  experience 
meeting,  and  I  was  going  to  give  a  little  of  my  early  experience, 
but  I  was  afraid  to.  However,  since  Mr.  Kafer  has  made  the 
assertion  that  an  engine  had  been  running  across  the  Atlantic 
without  any  oil  at  all,  I  think  I  may  venture  to  give  you  my 
early  experience.  When  I  was  a  boy  we  had  an  engine  about 
12  inches  in  diameter,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  and  we  had  a 
plug  screwed  in  the  steam-chest  lid,  and  when  we  oiled  the 
cylinder  we  took  that  out  and  put  the  oil  in,  in  the  morning 
when  we  started,  and  at  noon  there  was  another  dose  put  in. 
We  bought  the  oil  by  the  quart,  and  the  storekeeper  ran  out  of 
oil  one  day  and  we  could  not  get  any,  and  the  engine  ran  with- 
out it  as  long  as  I  was  there,  and  it  never  had  any  more  oil  in 
it.     (Laughter.) 

Mr.  J.  G.  Wtnship. — I  know  of  a  case  like  that  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Fritz.  At  the  old  Allaire  Works  in  this  city  they  had  an 
oscillating  engine  which  ran  about  fifteen  years,  and  they  never 
had  any  way  of  getting  oil  in  the  cylinder  at  all.  Finally,  the 
cylinder  wore  large  in  the  centre,  and  they  replaced  it  by  a  new 
cylinder.  When  they  examined  the  old  cylinder,  it  was  just 
like  a  piece  of  glass — ^the  whole  cylinder,  the  valve  face  aijd 
seat.  I  saw  that  myself.  I  would  like  to  offer  a  su^estion 
about  this  filtering  business:  that  perhaps  in  the  matter  of 
surface  condensing,  if  they  make  the  condensers  large  enough 
and  pass  enough  water  through,  so  that  the  condensed  water 
would  be  cold,  the  oil  would  separate  itself;  then  by  the  use  of 
auxiliary  heaters  they  could  thoroughly  heat  the  water  up  again 
to  the  proper  temperature.  I  think  that  would  be  a  pretty  good 
idea. 

Mf\  F.  Meriam  Wheder. — This  is  an  exceedingly  vital  topic, 
especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  electric  light  and  power  plants 
are  multiplying  so  rapidly  throughout  the  country,  and,  unlike 
ordinary  manufacturing  industries,  they  cannot  always  seek  the 
best  localities  for  a  water  and  coal  supply. 

Buyers  of  steam  engines  frequently  face  the  problem  as  to 
whether  they  shall  use  the  surface  system  of  condensers  or 
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not.  Being  directly  interested  in  that  line  I  am  naturally  very 
anxious  to  see  a  good  filter  produced,  because  many  troubles 
have  occurred  on  account  of  the  oil  in  the  feed  water.  As  we 
all  know,  the  item  of  cost  for  a  supply  of  feed  water  is  a  very 
important  one  in  large  towns  and  cities  where  the  water  is 
taken  from  the  regular  water-works  supply.  If  I  remember 
correctly,  in  New  York  city  it  costs  for  feed  water  about  one 
dollar  per  year  per  engine  horse-power ;  it  is  a  small  electric 
light  and  power  plant  which  will  not  use,  at  the  above  price, 
several  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  feed  water  in  a  year ;  and  as 
90  per  cent,  of  that  amount  can  be  saved  by  the  use  of  surface 
condensers,  a  satisfactory  filter  woxdd  really  be  a  great  boon. 
Now  the  question  is.  How  can  we  best  get  rid  of  the  trouble  of 
oil  in  the  feed  water  ? 

My  attention  was  called  a  few  years  ago  to  a  very  interesting 
paper  and  discussion  on  this  subject,  brought  before  one  of  the 
British  engineering  societies.  Mr.  Mudd,  Mr.  Bankin,  and  Mr. 
Edmiston,  all  well  known  in  marine  circles,  together  with 
other  prominent  engineers,  discussed  the  subject  pretty  thor- 
oughly. My  brother  happened  to  be  abroad  about  a  year  ago, 
and  at  my  request  investigated  the  different  filters  in  use  in 
England,  and  which  were  mentioned  in  the  paper  and  discussion 
referred  to.  They  seem  to  give  this  subject  more  attention  in 
Europe  than  has  been  the  case  in  this  country.  Surface  con- 
densers are  not  as  largely  used  here  as  there,  and,  except  in 
connection  with  marine  engines,  you  might  say  that  there  are 
but  a  few  thousand  in  use  in  this  country.  I  have  found  many 
builders  and  users  of  stationary  engines  in  this  country  more  or 
less  prejudiced  against  surface  condensers,  founded  on  the  results 
of  carelessness  and  ignorance  in  handling — in  other  words,  want 
of  proper  attention  to  the  subject  of  filtering  feed  water  from 
oiL  I  can  cite  cases  where  the  men  in  charge  of  the  filter  box 
did  not  appreciate  the  importance  of  thoroughly  looking  after  it, 
and  allowed  it  to  be  neglected.  They  were  also  indifferent  about 
renewing  the  water  in  the  boilers  every  week.  In  short,  they 
were  so  accustomed  to  the  jet  system  of  condensers  that  they 
did  not  give  the  surface  condenser  the  same  care  as  the  marine 
engineer  is  in  the  habit  of  doing. 

To  give  the  gentlemen  present  the  result  of  my  brother's  in- 
vestigations on  this  subject,  I  would  say  that  he  found  the  best 
filters  abroad — at  least  in  England — are  those  known  as  the 
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Bankin,  the  Harris,  the  Beeves,  and  the  Edmiston.  They  are 
all  based  upou  mechanical  effect — no  chemical  action  whatever. 
By  the  way,  I  would  like  to  say  here  that  there  are  a  number  of 
well-known  filters  in  this  country — so-called  quartz  or  sand 
filters — where  they  use  more  or  less  chemical  treatment  of  the 
water.  They  do  their  work  very  well  in  eliminating  oil,  but  the 
chemicals  used  are  very  apt  to  cause  pitting  in  the  boilers.  It- 
would  therefore  seem  that  we  must  rely  on  mechanical  effect,, 
which  means  filters  where  strainers  especially  adapted  for  the 
purpose  are  used. 

We  are  all  familiar  with  the  ordinary  filtering  box,  which,  if 
joomy  enough,  and  provided  with  sufficient  number  of  compart- 
ments and  the  proper  kind  of  filtering  material,  frequently  re- 
newed, gives  very  good  results.  But  the  average  stationary 
engineer  seems  to  begrudge  the  room  required  and  the  trouble 
necessary  to  attend  properly  to  such  a  filter.  There  is,  there- 
fore, a  necessity  for  a  compact  filter,  with  ready  means  for  easily 
cleaning  it,  and  that  is  how  the  filters  named  came  to  be  intro- 
•duced  abroad. 

Now,  the  Harris  filter  (one  of  those  previously  mentioned)  is 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  combination  of  cylinders,  in  each  of 
which  there  is  a  piston,  and  by  the  use  of  an  attached  hand  screw 
the  oil  and  other  impurities  can  be  compressed  out  of  the 
sponges  used,  thus  providing  a  ready  means  for  keeping  up  the 
efficiency  of  the  filter. 

The  Beeves  filter  is  somewhat  of  the  same  construction,  only 
that  sawdust  is  the  filtering  materiaL 

The  Bankin  filter  is  a  very  ingenious  arrangement,  and  is 
known  as  the  "  cartridge  '*  system.  The  cartridge  is  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  a  cylinder  wrapped  ia  coarse  towelling.  •  This 
cylinder,  or  cartridge,  is  firmly  held  in  proper  position  in  the 
casing  by  means  of  a  set-screw,  adjustable  by  hand.  This  filter 
is  a  very  simple  device,  and  it  does  its  work  welL 

The  only  trouble  with  all  the  filters  named,  however,  is  the 
limit  of  the  filtration  effect. 

The  system  devised  by  Mr.  Edmiston  is  really  the  most  in- 
genious arrangement  of  all,  and  is  in  successful  use  to-day  on  a 
large  number  of  vessels,  including  the  British,  Italian,  and  Bus- 
sian  navies.  It  is  also  in  use  on  the  steamers  of  one  of  the 
principal  transatlantic  lines.  Mr.  Edmiston  is  a  marine  en- 
gineer of  wide  experience,  and  he  seems  to  have  given  this  sub- 
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ject  of  feed-water  filters  much  attention,  judging  from  the  many 
experiments  he  has  made.  His  filter,  in  general  form,  is  an  egg- 
shaped  vessel  with  a  sludge  pocket  at  the  bottom  and  a  scum 
chamber  at  the  top,  the  filtering  screens  occupying  a  central 
position,  as  shown  by  the  drawing  I  submit  (Fig.  63). 

The  operation  of  the  filter  is  as  follows  :  The  water  from  the 
feed  pump  enters  at  the  opening  J.,  and  passes  through  a  series 


Pio.  es. 

of  perforated  metallic  plates  and  diaphragms  of  woven  filtering 
material,  after  which  it  passes  out  through  the  discharge  nozzle  B 
to  the  boiler.  The  by-pass  pipe  E  and  gate  valves  F,  FFy  and 
G  are  brought  into  use  when  the  filtering  material  requires  clean- 
ing or  renewing,  thus  avoiding  any  interruption  to  the  operation 
of  the  feed  pump.  The  feed  water  passes  through  the  first  per- 
forated plate  and  diaphragm  of  coarse  woven  cloth,  then  through 
another  perforated  plate  and  similar  cloth  diaphragm,  and  finally 
through  a  third  perforated  plate  and  diaphragm  of  filtering  cloth 
of  finer  texture  than  the  two  preceding  cloths.  The  object  of 
20 


Digitized  by 


Google 


806  TOPICAL  DISCUSSIONS  AlH)  INTERCHANGE  OF  DATA. 

the  perforated  plates  is  to  prevent  the  bagging  or  rupture  of  the*- 
filtering  cloth. 

These  cloths  are  conyenientlj  secured  at  the  outer  edges  of 
the  perforated  plates  bj  metal  rings.  After  the  plates  and 
filtering  material  are  placed  in  position  thej  are  securely  held 
in  place  by  set-screw  a,  which  is  screwed  up  tightly  from  out- 
side by  means  of  a  wrench,  thus  water-tight  joints  are  readily 
secured,  so  that  the  feed  water  must  pass  through  each  series 
of  filtering  material  The  scum  chamber  Hy  on  top  of  the  filter, 
is  provided  with  a  blow-off  cock  J^  which  is  opened  when  the 
glass  water  gauge  indicates  an  accumulation  of  oil. 

The  soda  cup  Ky  shown  at  the  other  end  of  the  filter,  is  pro- 
vided with  a  steam  connection  for  the  purpose  of  removing  oil 
and  dirt  from  the  filtering  diaphragms  by  boiling  and  blowing 
out  of  same  through  the  blow-off  cock  at  the  lowest  end  of 
the  sludge  pocket.  A  pressure  gauge  (not  shown)  indicates  the 
pressure  in  the  filter,  the  normal  pressure  being  from  2  to  5 
pounds  above  boiler  pressure.  When  the  pressure  exceeds  the 
amount  named  the  by-pass  connection  should  be  opened  and 
the  inlet  and  outlet  valves  closed,  thus  allowing  the  feed  water 
to  flow  to  the  boiler  direct  without  going  through  the  filter, 
while  the  latter  is  being  cleaned.  The  whole  operation  is  very 
simple ;  and  when  it  becomes  necessary,  the  filtering  cloths  can 
readily  be  renewed.  On  a  steamer  in  ordinary  service  these 
cloths  would  not  have  to  be  removed  more  than  once  in  every 
week  or  two.  Of  course  it  is  necessary  to  boil  out  the  filter 
with  soda  and  steam,  and  clean  these  cloths  quite  frequently — 
say  three  or  four  times  a  day.  Live  steam  is  admitted  through 
the  soda  cock  shown;  by  this  handy  arrangement  you  can  keep 
up  the  efficiency  of  the  filter — an  important  feature. 

Mr.  Edmiston  seems  to  have  carried  out  this  idea  more 
elaborately  than  his  competitors.  I  know  that  they  have  no 
trouble  in  eliminating  practically  90  per  cent,  of  the  oil  and 
impurities  from  the  feed  water. 

Mr.  Oberlin  Smith. — Tell  us,  please,  what  is  the  scale  of  the 
drawing,  and  what  would  be  the  size  of  the  filter  for  an  ordinary 
steamer. 

Mr.  Wheder. — The  size  of  the  filter  shown  is  about  16  inches 
in  diameter,  and  is  ample  for  a  300  horse-power  plant. 

The  filters  used  on  the  big  transatlantic  steamers  are  arranged 
in  pairs,  so  that  one  filter  can  be  cleaned  while  the  other  is  in  use. 
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I  am  surprised  that  so  little  is  known  about  the  Edmiston 
filter  in  this  country,  as  there  are  many  engineers  and  steam 
users  who  are  seeking  for  something  of  this  kind — t.e.,  some- 
thing that  is  compact  and  easily  taken  care  oi 

Mr.  Oeorge  L  Bockwood. — ^This  question  is,  perhaps,  asked  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  an  ordinary  oil  separator  may  be  efficient 
enough  in  separating  oil  from  the  exhaust  steam  of  a  non-con- 
densing engine,  when  it  will  do  no  good  at  all  on  a  condensing. 
It  seems  to  me  a  singular  fact,  not  generally  known,  and  to  which 
attention  ought  to  be  directed.  I  have  found  that  it  will  not  do 
to  close  the  yalve  in  the  drip-pipe  from  a  separator  applied  to 
a  non-condensing  engine,  or  to  even  impede  the  free  exhaust  of 
the  drip  by  interposing  a  siphon  barrel  between  the  separator 
and  the  sewer,  with  a  view  to  recovering  the  cylinder  oil  for  use 
the  second  time.  If  the  experiment  be  tried  it  will  be  found 
that  the  separator  will  no  longer  act  as  such,  but  that  the  oil 
will  pass  right  along  with  the  exhaust  steam  in  nearly  its 
original  quantity. 

Now,  while  I  am  not  going  to  propound  the  theory  that  I 
have  in  my  mind  as  a  certain  conclusion,  still,  it  is  something 
which  I  am  going  to  try.  It  is  this :  that  the  oil  can  only  be 
separated  when  a  good  draft  is  maintained  down  the  drip-pipe, 
whether  the  engine  is  a  condensing  or  a  non-condensing  engine. 
Some  separators  do  better  than  others  when  there  is  no  draft, 
but  none  of  them  do  even  moderately  well  if  sole  reliance  is  to 
be  placed  upon  them  for  rendering  the  feed  harmless.  I  am 
going  to  try  the  expedient  of  discharging  the  oil  from  the 
separator  into  a  separate  small  surface  condenser  having  its 
own  air  pump,  by  which  I  shall  expect  to  maintain  a  slightly 
better  vacuum  than  is  in  the  regular  condenser,  and  it  now 
appears  to  me  as  if  I  would  meet  with  success  in  eliminating 
the  oil  in  this  manner. 

But  even  if  the  oil  is  not  all  eliminated  in  the  steam  separator, 
I  see  no  reason  why  the  condensed  steam  may  not  be  absolutely 
cleansed  of  oil  by  passing  the  feed  water  through  the  filter  just 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Wheeler. 

Mr.  WTieder. — ^Mr.  Bockwood,  do  I  understand  that  the  oil 
was  separated  in  each  case,  and  the  question  was  to  draft  it 
off? 

Mr.  Bockwood. — ^No,  sir;  it  will  not  separate. 

Mr.  Wheeler. — ^Then  you  mean  to  say  that  you  do  not  get  the 
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same  quantity  separated  with  condensing  engines  that  jou  do 
with  others? 

Mr.  Bocktcood. — That  is  the  statement. 

Jfr.  Wheeler. — ^That  is  my  experience.  I  tried  six  or  eight 
years  ago,  and  I  met  the  same  difficulty. 

Mr.  Rockwood. — I  recently  saw  a  power  plant  in  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.,  where,  although  they  are  using  surface-condensing  en- 
gines, yet  they  use  the  water  of  condensation  oyer  again  in 
their  boilers  and  have  been  doing  so  for  many  months,  with 
no  disastrous  effects  on  the  fire  sheets  of  the  boilers.  The 
engines  are  of  the  upright  type,  and  they  use  only  a  mineral 
stock  oil  in  the  cylinders.  The  residue  which  comes  out  of  the 
boilers  at  cleaning  time  consists  of  vegetable  matter  combined 
with  lime  salts,  tri-sodium  phosphate  scale  resolvent,  and  the 
cylinder  oil,  part  of  which  oil  has  been  eliminated  in  a  filter 
before  reaching  the  boilers.  This  residtfe  is  not  sticky  or 
adhesive,  but  is  compressible  in  the  hand 

These  boilers  remain  in  first-class  condition^  and  they  declare 
that  they  have  solved  the  problem  of  returning  condensed  steam 
from  the  engines  to  the  boiler. 

Mr.  Wheder. — Under  what  pressure  was  that  engine  run- 
ning? 

Mr.  Bockwood. — One  hundred  and  ten  pounds  to  the  square 
inch  was  the  boiler  pressure. 

Mr.  Wheder. — ^I  know  of  a  case  in  Hunter's  Point,  at  the  De- 
voe  Company's  oil  works,  where  I  was  astonished  to  find  that 
their  surface  condenser  had  been  in  use  eight  years,  and  that 
they  have  never  used  a  filter  of  this  kind.  In  this  case,  how- 
ever, the  steam  pressure  was  only  60  to  70  pounds,  and  they  give 
the  boilers  a  dose  of  caustic  soda  and  some  other  preparation 
every  day.  I  thought  perhaps,  in  the  case  you  cite,  they  were 
also  carrying  low  steam  pressure.  As  we  all  know,  there  is 
quite  a  difference  in  the  matter  of  steam  pressure,  as  to  its 
effect  on  the  oil  in  the  feed  water.  It  seems  very  diffictdt  to 
extract  oil  when  the  higher  pressures  are  carried  I  agree  with 
Mr.  Kafer,  who  remarked  the  other  evening  that  if  we  could 
only  get  along  with  less  oil,  it  would  simplify  matters  very 
much.  Mr.  Winship  quoted  a  case  of  a  vertical  engine  in  use  many 
years  ago  at  the  Allaire  Iron  Works,  where  no  oil  was  used. 
Many  of  us  know  that  the  practice  of  Thornycroft  (and  also  the 
Herreshoffs,  I  understand)  is  not  to  use  any  oil  whatever  in 
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their  engines  ;  this  means  very  careful  fitting  of  valyes,  etc.  It 
is  quite  true  that  as  a  rule  too  much  oil  is  used  in  most  steam 
engines,  especially  in  the  auxiliary  engines.  I  know  of  one  case 
where  the  exhaust  steam  from  the  auxiliaries  is  allowed  to  go  to 
waste  just  because  the  use  of  oil  is  so  much  greater  in  these 
engines  than  it  is  in  the  main  engines.  There  is  no  doubt  but 
what  there  is  quite  a  field  for  improvement  in  the  building  of 
engines  adapted  to  work  without  oil.  When  this  is  accom- 
plished, the  surface  condenser  will  be  more  largely  used  than  it 
is  now ;  but  until  that  time  comes,  we  must  rely  on  the  best 
feed-water  filters  we  can  find. 

Mr,  Rockioood. — ^In  the  case  of  the  Syracuse  boiler  plant  to 
which  I  just  referred,  I  am  told  that  they  experienced  trouble  at 
first,  owing  to  the  use  of  ordinary  cylinder  oils  in  the  engines. 
The  oil  they  now  use  with  success  is  a  purely  mineral  stock  oil. 

Mr.  A.  H.  BaynaL — I  would  say  in  encouragement  to  Mr. 
Wheeler,  in  introducing  filters  of  this  kind,  that  they  will  be  use- 
ful for  eliminating  not  only  the  oil,  but  also  little  particles  of  solid 
matter.  A  few  years  ago,  right  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where 
I  had  charge  of  some  large  boilers,  I  was  much  annoyed  by  the 
solid  matter  baking  on  the  crown  sheet.  The  boilers  could  not 
be  changed,  and  I  had  to  get  rid  of  this  difficulty.  I  tried  sev- 
eral filters  for  the  feed  water,  and  among  others  the  Johnson 
filter,  which  is  probably  known  to  you,  and  by  interposing  three 
layers  of  cotton  flannel  I  succeeded  very  well  in  keeping  that 
matter  out.  It  is  probably  known  to  many  of  you  that  the  Cro- 
ton  water  has  a  large  amount  of  this  solid  vegetable  matter  in 
suspension,  so  finely  subdivided  that  you  cannot  filter  it  out 
with  an  ordinary  filter.  It  requires  a  close  woven  fabric  to  filter 
it.  So  far  as  the  oil  is  concerned,  it  is  of  course  very  advisable 
to  use  as  little  as  possible.  It  is  well  known  to  marine  engineers 
that  it  is  one  of  the  great  advantages  of  the  vertical  engine  that 
you  can  use  cylinders  of  large  dimensions  with  a  small  amount 
of  oiL  But  in  stationary  engine  practice,  when  horizontal  cylin- 
ders are  employed,  of  say  52  or  56  inches  diameter,  you  have  to 
use  large  amounts  of  lubricants.  In  cotton  mills  this  question 
of  oil  has  often  been  quite  a  bugbear,  as  also  has  been  the  quan- 
tity of  feed  water  used. 

Mr.  Boyer. — I  am  very  glad  to  hear  Mr.  Wheeler  speak  on 
this  question.  We  have  got  800  horse-power  engines  running. 
We  put  in  a  1,000  horse-power  Wheeler  condenser.     Then  I  put 
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in  a  Cochrand  separator.  We  are  on  tide  lerel,  where  we  have  to- 
pump  our  exhaust,  being  so  low  down  that  we  could  not  locate 
our  condenser  so  as  to  get  a  flow  of  condensing  drip  by  gravita- 
tion, and  I  put  on  a  good  pump  for  the  exhaust  lines  and  sepa- 
rator in  addition  to  the  air  pump.  I  had  mj  men  in  charge  of 
the  engines  take  samples  from  that  water  eyerj  hour  and  put 
them  on  my  desk.  The  water  was  as  clear  as  crystal  to  the  eye. 
There  was  no  criticism.  We  ran  along  in  that  condition,  I  should 
think,  about  three  months.  I  had  the  boilers  opened  several 
times  to  watch  the  results  for  oils,  using  the  mineral  oil  on  the 
engines ;  and  right  here  I  will  deviate  a  bit  to  say  how  we  use 
the  oiL  When  we  first  started,  I  found  that  our  men  were  using^ 
eight  drops  of  oil  for  a  revolution  on  the  engine,  two  32-inch, 
one  17-inch  cylinder,  and  we  reduced  it  down  to  one  drop  of  oil 
in  the  same  lubricator  to  eight  revolutions,  instead  of  eight 
drops  to  one  revolution,  and  it  was  under  the  latter  circum- 
stances that  these  conditions  were  noted.  We  had  under  the 
boilers  a  series  of  feed-water  heating  pipes,  through  which 
the  water  passed,  located  in  the  fire-box,  and  after  we  had 
run  about  four  months  my  fireman  came  to  me  one  day  and 
said,  "  Those  pipes  under  the  boilers  are  dropping  down." 
Upon  examination  it  was  found  that  on  two  sides  of  each  boiler 
the  pipes  were  bent  down  about  2^^  inches.  We  were  running 
refrigerating  machinery  and  could  not  stop.  I  immediately  shut 
down  three  boilers,  and  took  the  pipes  out  and  examined  them. 
While  the  inside  of  the  shell  of  the  boilers  was  clean,  for  there 
was  no  deposit,  there  was  no  appearance  of  oil  in  the  feed-water 
pipes  that  had  fallen  down.  I  sent  a  sample  of  this  water  and 
hfibd  it  analyzed  by  the  State  chemist,  and  his  report  came  back 
that  there  were  traces  of  oil,  but  not  enough  to  define  its  quan- 
tity. Well,  that  of  course  made  us  feel  quite  content.  But  the 
result  was  that  we  lost  all  the  coils  under  the  six  boilers — had  to 
take  them  out  and  replace  them.  We  have  since  stopped  using 
this  water  and  have  had  no  trouble.  Now,  if  there  is  any  person 
who  knows  any  way  by  which  we  can  save  this  water,  130  tons 
daily,  so  that  we  can  get  it  back  and  use  it,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  from  him.  We  are  running  a  condensing  service  anywhere 
from  25  to  26  inches  of  vacuum.  I  would  say,  in  reference  to 
the  oil  that  went  through  the  cylinder  for  lubricating,  I  put  in 
a  device  to  collect  it  after  it  had  passed  through  the  engines, 
and  I  found  it  in  such  a  condition  that  about  the  only  thing  it 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TOPICAL   DISCUSSIONS  AND  INTERCHANGE   OF  DATA.  311 

was  fit  for  was  axle  grease.  We  treated  it  with  kerosene  and 
different  oils,  but  were  unable  to  bring  it  to  any  value.  I  appre- 
ciate this  question  of  taking  the  oil  out  of  the  water  is  of  much 
moment  to  engineers  at  present.  I  should  hail,  tor  one,  with 
delight  any  device  that  would  help  us  oui 

Mr.  Chas.  Z.  Newcomb. — I  think  it  is  of  utmost  importemce  that 
we  give  some  consideration  to  the  kind  of  oil  which  we  purchase. 
I  have  a  small  high-pressure  steam  plant  where  I  inserted  a 
separator  after  having  found  out  that  the  oil  which  I  was  using 
was  contaminated  somewhat  with  animal  and  vegetable  oils.  In , 
fact,  I  think  oil  men  are  apt  to  palm  off  on  us,  for  pure  mineral 
cylinder  oils,  mineral  oils  mixed  with  animal  oils,  because  the 
combination  lubricates  a  little  better  perhaps.  In  fact,  I  believe 
you  will  find  that  a  large  per  ceni  of  the  oil  we  get  has  two  or 
three  per  cent,  of  animal  oil  combined  with  it  In  this  plant 
that  I  am  speaking  of,  which  is  a  very  small  plant,  I  inserted  in 
the  exhaust  pipe  of  the  engine  an  oil  separator  and  let  it  drain 
to  the  sewer,  as  Mr.  Bockwood  has  suggested ;  and  while  I  know 
that  there  is  a  small  quantity  of  oil  that  passes  by  the  separator,. 
I  also  know  that  it  takes  out  a  greater  part  of  it. 

I  ought  to  say,  however,  that  there  was  sufficient  oil  constantly 
passing  by  the  separator  to  trouble  the  boiler,  provided  it  was 
contaminated  with  animal  oiL  I  know  this  to  be  a  fact,  because 
in  this  particular  boiler  I  discovered  signs  of  the  sheets  bagging 
slightly,  and  I  caused  the  oil  to  be  tested  and  found  that  it  con- 
tained about  two  per  cent,  of  animal  oiL  We  had  our  boiler 
repaired,  and  since  then — it  has  been  two  years — we  have  tested 
all  the  cylinder  oils  which  we  use  in  our  engine,  and  we  have 
had  no  difficulty  with  the  boiler,  and  of  course  about  the  same 
per  cent,  has  passed  right  along  through  into  the  boiler.  I  also 
know  of  a  plant  of  400  horse-power  boilers  which  I  had  to  do 
with  the  installation  of,  used  for  manufacturing  purposes ;  the 
exhaust  steam  from  a  great  many  small  engines  is  returned 
finally  to  a  receiving  pump  and  pumped  back  into  the  boilers. 
In  the  exhaust  pipe  of  each  one  of  these  engines  is  inserted  an 
oil  separator  which  drains  to  a  sewer,  but  the  parties  were 
advised  in  the  beginning  to  carefully  .test  their  cylinder  oils,  and 
they  have  had  no  trouble  in  four  years,  and  I  believe  it  was  due 
to  the  fact  that  they  have  practically  pure  mineral  oil  to  be  used 
in  the  cylinders  of  their  engines. 

Mt.  Jesse  M.  Smith. — The  remarks  of  the  last  speaker  seem  to 
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be  in  accord  with  the  practice  in  the  West,  not  of  removing  oil 
from  the  steam  boiler,  but  of  putting  oil  into  it.  It  is  not  an 
uncommon  practice  there,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  scale 
from  a  boiler,  to  put  in  a  certain  quantity  of  ordinary  black  fuel 
oiL  It  is  a  very  common  practice  to  introduce  kerosene  drop  by 
drop,  through  a  sight-feed  lubricator,  for  the  purpose  of  retoov- 
ing  scale  and  putting  the  boilers  in  better  condition.  I  know 
that  the  use  of  kerosene  in  boilers  has  the  effect  of  removing 
scale  and  of  putting  the  inner  face  of  the  shell  in  much  better 
condition  than  it  was  before,  and  up  to  the  present,  after  an 
experience  of  probably  three  or  four  years,  there  seems  to  be  no 
difficulty  from  the  use  of  kerosene  in  that  way.  It  sometimes 
removes  the  scale  about  a  poorly  made  joint  so  that  it  leaks. 
But  aside  from  showing  up  bad  workmanship  in  boilers  there  is 
no  difficulty  whatever. 

Mr,  Raynal. — ^I  plead  guilty  to  the  same  crime  of  putting  oil 
in  our  boilers  now,  and  my  neighbors  do  the  same. 

Mr.  Wheeler. — Mr.  Newcomb's  remarks  about  the  quality  of 
oil  bring  us  face  to  face  with  the  main  question,  and  we  will 
always  have  trou|;)le  so  long  as  owners  of  steam  plants  will  not 
buy  the  best  quality. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Pearson. — I  think  that  in  using  the  water  from 
surface  condensers  over  again  it  is  impracticable  for  engineers 
to  do  so  unless  they  put  a  filter  in  between  condensers  and 
boilers.  We  have  settled  on  a  special  brand  of  cylinder  oil  at 
Schenectady  after  testing  a  number  of  different  brands,  and  it  is 
giving  very  good  results.  All  of  our  materials  are  bought  after 
being  tested,  and  frequently  we  get  a  barrel  of  oil  which  does  not 
give  good  results.  We  do  not  test  every  barrel  of  oil  which  is 
received,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  any  concern  in  the  country 
is  doing  so.  If  oil  is  to  be  used  in  boilers  it  should  be  tested, 
and  I  think  all  will  agree  that  it  should  be  of  a  very  crude 
nature ;  purely  mineral.  I  have  found  that  it  is  impossible  to 
put  oil  in  a  boiler  to  clean  it,  but  what  it  will  find  its  way  out 
through  every  joint  if  used  long  enough,  and  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  is  good  policy  to  keep  the  boiler  as  free  from 
oil  of  all  kinds  as  possible.. 

Mr.  Boyei\ — ^I  think  when  the  members  speak  of  using  oil  in 
boilers  they  ought  to  specify  how  they  use  it.  Now  I  have  had 
a  deal  of  experience  in  that,  and  I  have  had  good  results  in  run- 
ning four  years  on  a  battery  of  eight  boilers.     We  have  three 
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batteries  ;  we  have  nineteen  boilers  altogether.  We  only  tried 
the  experiments  on  No.  8  battery — a  battery  of  eight  boilers.  I 
first  put  a  large  oil  feeder,  the  same  as  a  lubricator  of  an  engine, 
which  would  hold  a  gallon  and  a  half  of  kerosene  oil,  so  that  I 
could  feed  it  drop  by  drop.  I  ran  about  a  week  or  ten  days,  and 
was  feeding  on  an  average  of  about  two  drops  a  minute,  and  the 
result  of  about  ten  days'  trial  was  that  I  lost  the  lubrication  on 
my  engines.  I  heard  the  engines  commence  to  give  trouble. 
What  to  do  I  did  not  know.  In  fact,  I  did  not  know  what  was 
the  cause,  but  thought  the  oil  was  the  trouble.  I  stopped  my 
engines  and  blew  out  my  boilers ;  cleaned  them  out  thoroughly, 
and  found  that  my  engines  lubricated  properly.  We  started  agaiii 
to  use  oil  by  putting  a  gallon  in  whenever  we  have  the  boiler  open, 
and  as  the  water  flows  in  it  raises  the  oil  on  its  surface  and 
would  deposit  a  little  film  on  the  side  of  the  boilers  ;  the  result 
is  that  the  inside  sheets  of  our  boilers  are  just  as  clean  to-day 
as  when  they  were  first  used.  I  have  never  known  a  joint,  a  rivet, 
or  a  seam  to  start ;  but  I  would  not  dare  to  feed  it  in  drop  by 
drop.  I  know  it  would  be  disastrous.  I  approve  highly  of  using 
kerosene  oil  for  keeping  boilers  free  from  scale.  It  has  got  to 
be  used  with  a  good  deal  of  discretion.  It  is  a  good  servant,  but 
it  is  a  terrible  master. 

Mr.  Baynal. — ^I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Wheeler — although  I 
know  thiat  the  question  is  not  directly  pertinent  to  the  subject — 
whether  this  filter  has  been  used  for  the  purpose  of  filtering  oil 
and  drawing  from  it  the  particles  of  metallic  substances  where 
the  oil  has  been  used  for  lubricating.  It  is  only  a  couple  of 
weeks  ago  that  one  of  my  friends  in  charge  of  a  very  large  elec- 
tric plant  asked  me  what  I  knew  about  filtering  oil.  Of  course 
I  had  to  plead  ignorance,  and  since  that  time  I  know  that  others 
in  the  same  line  of  business  have  made  extensive  series  of 
experiments  in  that  direction  and  found  it  a  very  difficult  sub- 
ject to  handle.  In  electric  light  stations  they  use  oil  very  pro- 
fusely, finding  it  cheaper  in  order  to  be  sure  of  no  disaster  from 
dry  bearings.  But  this  oil  should  be  regained,  and  of  course  all 
the  particles  of  abrasion  have  got  to  be  removed ;  and  if  Mr. 
Wheeler's  filter  will  do  that,  I  believe  it  will  be  a  great  help  to 
all  the  engineers  using  oil. 

Mr,  Wheeler. — In  answer  to  this  question,  I  consider  this 
filter  is  even  more  valuable  for  extracting  particles  of  oxides 
or  other  impurities   held  in  suspension.      In   the   discussion 
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before  the  British  engineering  society  to  which  I  referred,  one 
Analysis  of  sediment  taken  from  an  Edmiston  filter  showed 
nearly  20  per  cent,  oxide  of  iron  and  copper,  also  some  zinc. 
The  extraction  of  these  mineral  substances  is  very  desirable  for 
preventing  galvanic  action.  As  is  well  known,  the  nsnal  method 
to  prevent  galvanic  action  is  to  suspend  zinc  in  the  boilers.  I 
did  not  mention  this  point  in  the  first  part  of  my  remarks,  as  I 
wanted  to  confine  myself  strictly  to  the  topic  as  it  read.  For 
use  on  the  Western  rivers,  where  there  is  so  much  sand,  silt,  and 
other  matter  held  in  suspension,  this  filter  would  be  quite  as 
useful  as  it  is  for  oiL 

•  Mr.  Win^hip, — ^I  should  say  that  the  trouble  is  not  so  much 
in  getting  pure  oil  in  the  boiler,  as  getting  dirt  in  the  boiler 
from  the  engine.  Most  all  the  damage  I  ever  saw  by  using  oil 
was  from  grease  balls.  I  knew  an  engineer  on  a  tug-boat  who 
fed  oil  in  the  boiler  by  the  gallon,  so  that  the  water  in  the  gauge- 
glass  was  black  I  supposed  it  was  dangerous.  He  said  no, 
that  was  the  only  way  to  use  a  boiler — to  put  plenty  of  oil  in  it ; 
he  had  been  doing  it  for  a  couple  of  years.  The  boiler  was  all 
right— never  had  had  an  explosion,  never  burned  out  any  of  his 
crown  sheets.  Take  the  large  transatlantic  ships  coming  over 
here  ;  they  don't  think  anything  of  dropping  a  furnace ;  a  furnace 
will  go  down  and  they  don't  know  how  it  is  done.  I  understand 
that  one  of  the  crack  transatlantic  ships  came  here  with  a 
number  of  the  furnaces  dropped  down.  They  do  not  know  how 
it  was  done,  but  I  think  it  was  caused  by  dirt. 

Mr.  Wheeler. — It  might  be  interesting  to  those  present  to 
have  me  read  a  few  extracts  from  the  record  of  the  discussion 
referred  to  at  the  British  engineers'  meeting.  Beading  from 
the  copy  I  have,  I  note  Mr.  Tate  mentioned  that  a  sample  of 
deposit  taken  after  44  days'  steaming  of  a  certain  vessel  showed 
said  sample  contained  a  little  over  60  per  cent,  of  organic  matter, 
while  the  mineral  matter  amounted  to  a  little  over  39  per  cent. 
This  organic  matter  consisted  of  37.8  per  cent,  of  fatty  acids, 
15.3  of  mineral  oil,  7.6  of  water,  making  a  total  of  60.7  per  cent. 
The  mineral  matter  consisted  of  3.68  per  cent  of  silica,  32.73 
per  cent  of  oxide  of  iron,  .18  per  cent,  of  lime,  .36  per  cent  of 
magnesia,  and  2.35  per  cent,  of  copper,  making  a  total  of  mineral 
matter  of  39.3.  This  is  quite  an  interesting  report,  showing  the 
quality  and  quantity  of  impurities  extracted. 

Mr.  Boyer. — While  it  will  not  bear  right  directly  upon  the 
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question,  there  is  a  little  experience  which  I  have  had  in  the  last 
month  which  may  be  of  interest,  and,  it  may  be,  help  some  man 
who  is  not  gray-headed.  We  have  ten  boilers,  two  batteries, 
taking  water  from  one  hot  well  We  have  what  we  call  a  refin- 
ing tank,  in  which  we  put  about  400  tierces  of  lard,  admitting 
steam  into  a  surrounding  jacket  to  dry  the  lard.  It  was  an  old 
tank.  The  iron  had  rusted  through  the  bottom  of  the  tank,  leay- 
ing  a  hole  about  one-quarter  inch  in  diameter  which  had  not  been 
discovered;  and  the  way  we  discovered  it  was  by  one  of  our 
battery  boilers  commencing  to  foam.  Upon  investigation  I  found 
out  that  the  whole  top  surface  of  my  hot  well  had  about  an  inch 
and  a  half  of  lard  over  it  We  stopped  using  the  boilers  and 
opened  them.  I  do  not  think  that  the  accident  had  happened 
more  than  48  hours  when  we  discovered  it.  Now  the  water  in 
Cambridge  is  about  the  same  as  in  New  York,  and  the  water  in 
New  York  and  Brooklyn  is  entirely  diffsrent.  In  Brooklyn  yon 
have  no  trouble  with  scale,  or  very  little,  while  in  New  York  it 
is  simply  desperate.  I  had  the  NewTork  water  analyzed  here 
very  carefully,  and  the  analysis  came  hs/dk  showing  leachings 
from  deposits  of  peat.  Now,  we  have  that  same  thing  in  Cam- 
bridge, only  a  little  more  than  in  New  York.  After  this  grease 
got  into  our  boilers  it  formed  great  masses  in  the  shape  of  balls. 
It  seemed  to  come  into  a  liquid  condition.  From  one  boiler  I 
took  out  a  piece  16  inches  in  diameter,  and  1|  in  thickness.  It 
was  quite  solid,  about  the  consistency  of  paraffine  wax ;  as  you 
pressed  your  thumb  on  it,  it  would  break,  showing  deposits  of 
water.  The  surface  was  as  if  it  had  been  varnished.  It  showed 
that  that  lard  (for  it  was  lard),  worth  nine  cents  a  pound,  had 
perf(»rmed  a  peculiar  service ;  that  it  had  collected  this  peat  and 
pulverized  matter  and  formed  it  into  a  conglomerate  mass.  One 
of  our  blow-off  pipes,  four  inches  in  diameter,  became  filled.  I 
put  precMSure  on  the  back  side  of  the  plug  and  blew  it  out  of 
the  pipe.  It  had  not  hardened  enough  to  fasten  itself  to  the 
iron.     No  harm  was  done  to  the  boilers. 

No.  678—127. 

What  is  the  economy,  if  any,  of  damper  regulation  in  firing  with  liquid  or 
gaseous  fuel  ? 

Mr.  Willia/in  Kent. — There  is  no  economy  at  all  in  damper  reg- 
ulation with  gaseous  fuel,  for  the  reason  that  at  the  entrance  of 
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the  furnace  where  jou  introduce  the  gas  or  the  liquid  the 
amount  of  air  should  be  definitely  controlled,  and  at  the  other 
end  there  should  be  a  free  escape  ;  that  is,  you  can  control  the 
amount  of  gas  or  the  amount  of  liquid  you  put  in  under  the 
boiler,  and  at  the  same  time  put  in  just  enough  air  to  give  that 
the  proper  amount  of  combustion ;  that  pressure  given  to  the 
air  also  furnishes  the  draught,  together  with  the  pull  of  the 
chimney,  and  you  should  not  vary  the  chimney  draught  in  case 
you  wanted  to  change  the  conditions  as  to  the  steam  evaporated, 
but  you  should  simply  vary  the  amount  of  gas  or  fuel  put  in, 
and  the  amount  of  air  supplied.  These  should  be  varied  by  the 
cocks  or  valves  at  the  front  of  the  boiler,  and  not  by  the  dam- 
per at  the  rear. 

Mr.  Forrest  M.  TowL — I  have  made  a  number  of  experiments 
with  both  gas  and  oil,  and  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  advan- 
t^ge  in  damper  regulation  with  gas,  if  your  flues  and  stack  are 
properly  proportioned.  Sometimes  it  is  handy  to  close  o£f  a 
little  of  your  draught  to  regulate  the  fire.  You  can  do  it  at 
times  better  than  you  can  by  closing  off  the  air  in  front.  I 
think  the  same  thing  applies  to  liquid  fuel,  but  not  to  so  great 
an  extent.  Tour  burners  generally  handle  the  amount  of  air, 
oil  and  gas,  or  it  can  be  regulated  by  the  men  who  are  handling 
it,  but  it  is  very  difficult  with  either  to  tell,  just  what  is  the  point 
when  the  proper  amount  of  air  is  going  into  the  furnace.  That 
can  hardly  be  obtained  without  very  careful  experiments.  I 
think  there  would  be  a  difference  of  8  or  10  per  cent,  economy 
with  a  properly  regulated  air  supply. 

Mr.  Kent — I  would  suggest  that  if  you  want  to  make  a  good 
scientific  experiment  it  should  be  done  with  a  pyrometer  at  the 
bridge  walL  The  best  conditions  of  combustion  are  at  the  times 
when  you  obtain  maximum  temperature.  That  maximum  tem- 
perature should  be  measured  by  the  pyrometer. 

Mr.  TotvL — I  have  experimented  considerably  with  oil,  and  I 
do  not  think  that  the  maximum  economy  is  when  you  obtain 
the  maximum  temperature  at  the  bridge  wall.  I  have  tested 
the  temperature  at  the  bridge  wall.  I  think  a  temperature  of 
about  1,500  degrees  Fahr.  at  the  bridge  wall  will  give  a  better 
economy  for  boiler  purposes  than  a  temperature  of  1,800 
degrees. 

Mr.  Kent — If  that  is  the  case,  it  must  be  because  at  the  higher 
temperature  there  is  some  other  condition  introduced — a  lack  of 
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air  or  something  of  the  kind ;  because  all  our  conditions  being 
equal — that  is,  there  being  no  leaks  and  no  extra  radiation,  it  is 
theoretically  necessary  that  the  higher  temperature  at  the  bridge 
wall  gives  the  best  economy.  If  it  does  not,  we  most  look  for 
some  other  accidental  condition  introduced  which  makes  the 
difference. 

No.  678—128. 

Are  there  any  conditions  under  which  oil  or  fuel  is  cheaper  than  coal  for 
generating  steam  at  points  in  the  Atlantic  seaboard  States  ?  If  so,  what  are  thej 
and  where  ? 

Mr.  William  Kent — ^I  once  found  a  place  on  the  Atlantic  sea- 
board where  it  was  said  that  oil  fuel  was  cheaper  than  coaL 
That  was  in  the  works  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company.  I  do  not 
know  what  their  oil  cost  them. 

Mr.  Forrest  M.  Totd, — I  would  state  that  the  Standard  Oil 
Company  does  not  use  much  oil  fuel  under  boilers  in  this  neigh- 
borhood. The  use  of  oil  for  fuel  is  principally  confined  to  other 
purposes  where  it  can  be  used  to  better  advantage. 

Mr.  Kent. — ^That  was  several  years  ago.  I  don't  know  what 
the  condition  is  now. 

Professor  HuUon. — I  have  an  idea  that  Mr.  William  Hill,  of 
Gollinsville,  had  some  experience  with  oil  when  freight  on  coal 
was  pretty  expensive.     Has  he  any  facts  to  give  us  ? 

Mr.  HUL — ^I  have  no  facts  which  would  be  interesting  at  this 
late  date.  Our  experience  with  oil  was  for  heating  billets  in  an 
ordinary  rolling  mill.  We  put  in  an  experimental  furnace,  with 
the  result  that  we  used  about  three  times  as  much  oil  as  the 
parties  who  built  the  furnace  claimed  that  it  required,  and  we 
did  not  use  it  permanently  at  alL 

Tlie  President. — ^I  had  some  experience  in  using  oil  for  heat- 
ing billets.  The  point  where  we  are  located  is  off  the  railroad, 
and  we  were  obliged  to  cart  the  oil  in  barrels,  which  brought 
the  cost  up  to  about  four  cents  per  gallon  delivered  at  our 
works.  After  experimenting  with  it  for  six  months,  and  with 
various  kinds  of  oil  burners,  we  discarded  it.  Situated  as  we 
are,  and  handling  the  oil  as  we  were  obliged  to  do,  there  was 
no  economy  in  its  use.  Possibly  it  might  be  economically  used 
at  points  where  tank  cars  could  run  to  the  point  where  the  oil 
is  wanted. 
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Mr.  Wood.—'l  would  like  to  hear  from  Mr.  Manning,  of  the 
Amoskeag  Works,  the  experience  which  he  had  with  oil  fuel  at 
the  Jeffereon  Mills,  if  he  would  give  it 

Mr.  Charles  H.  Manning.  —It  all  depends  on  the  relative  price 
of  coal  and  oil  If  the  oil  can  be  delivered  cheap  enough,  there 
is  a  gain  in  using  the  oiL  I  have  seen  cases  where  oil  was  used 
in  the  northern  New  England  States  cheaper  than  coal,  but  as 
soon  as  the  Standard  Oil  Company  found  it  out,  they  put  the 
price  of  oil  up,  and  that  would  be  the  case  every  time.  I  think 
very  likely  if  a  man  had  a  coal  mine  and  an  oil  well  on  a  piece 
of  property  where  he  wanted  a  steam  plant,  that  he  could  get 
his  steam  cheaper  from  oil  than  he  could  from  coaL  There  are 
very  many  reasons  for  oil  being  an  excellent  fueL  One  of  the 
principal  ones  is  the  absolute  control  which  you  have  of  it,  and 
the  even  temperature  which  you  get  from  it  all  the  time.  Where 
a  boiler  is  fired  with  oil  you  can  get  a  higher  duty  from  that 
boiler  with  less  strain  on  the  boiler  than  you  can  get  with  a 
coal  fire,  because  you  can  keep  the  fire  at  a  maximum  tempera- 
ture steadily  day  in  and  day  out,  which  of  course  is  an  impossi- 
bility with  coal,  and  the  steady  temperature  is  very  much  easier 
on  the  boiler  than  are  the  fluctuations  of  temperature  which  you 
get  in  a  great  many  furnaces.  That  is  especially  true  with  hori- 
zontal tubular  boilers  fired  underneath  ;  and  my  belief  is  that  a 
great  number  of  explosions  of  boilers  in  wood-working  establish- 
ments is  due  to  that  very  fact  of  great  fluctuations  of  temperature 
in  the  furnace.  With  the  oil  fuel  you  do  not  get  any  of  that  fluc- 
tuation ;  you  get  a  much  higher  evaporation,  a  steadier  evapora- 
tion, from  a  given  boiler,  than  you  will  with  a  coal  fire.  As  to 
the  advisability  of  using  it,  it  is  merely  a  question  of  price  of 
the  two  commodities. 

Mr.  Kingshury. — I  wish  to  quote  something  which  I  heard 
stated  about  1888  by  Dr.  0.  B.  Dudley,  chemist  for  the  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad.  He  experimented  at  some  length  on  the  use 
of  petroleum  for  fuel  in  the  locomotives  used  by  the  railroad. 
He  found  that  oil  is  preferable  to  coal  on  account  of  convenience 
in  handling,  convenience  in  using,  controllability  and  efficiency. 
In  spite  of  this  fact  they  decided  to  continue  the  use  of  coal, 
because  they  found  that  if  they  adopted  petroleum  for  fuel  on  all 
the  locomotives  on  their  road,  they  would  use  about  one-half  of 
the  total  output  of  petroleum  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Manning, — One  other  point  I  might  mention  bearing  on 
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this — an  actual  experiment  which  I  made.  Mill  owners  and 
treasurers  as  a  general  thing  are  not  very  well  posted  in  pounds 
of  water  evaporated  to  pound  of  combustible ;  but  they  do  under- 
stand all  matters  of  dollars  and  cents  pretty  thoroughly.  So  to 
find  out  the  truth  of  the  thing,  I  put  in  a  small  mill  plant  in  one 
of  our  mills  which  runs  independently  of  the  main  boiler  plant 
It  was  some  four  or  five  years  ago,  and  I  am  speaking  from 
recollection  of  the  figures.  The  price  of  coal  we  used  at  that 
time  was  about  $420  to  $4.30  a  ton,  delivered  in  the  boiler  house. 
My  recollection  is  that  the  oil  was  about  three  cents  a  gallon — 
in  that  neighborhood,  delivered  in  tank  cars.  I  made  the  trial 
in  the  summer  time,  when  they  are  merely  using  steam  for  dress- 
ing and  slashing  purposes.  It  cost  about  $30  a  week  to  furnish 
the  steam  from  oil,  and  about  $26  to  furnish  it  from  coal.  I 
recollect  that  we  decided  to  stick  to  coal. 

Mr.  Carleton  W.  Nason. — The  matter,  as  I  understand  it,  is 
lai^ly,  if  not  simply  and  purely,  a  question  of  how  many  heat 
units  can  be  bought  for  a  dollar  or  a  cent.  Assuming,  in  order 
to  give  oil  every  possible  advantage,  that  coal  is  as  high  as  $3  per 
ton  of  2,240  pounds,  and  assuming  that  with  a  theoretical  heat- 
ing capacity  of  14,000  heat  units  there  are  to  be  10,000  heat 
uiuts  absorbed  under  a  well-constructed  boiler,  we  then  have 

-^ o?jA~^ =  74,666  heat  units  for  one  cent  obtained  from 

coal  burned. 

With  oil  (Lima)  having  a  specific  gravity  of  .792  we  have 

8.355  X  .792  =  6.617  pounds  per  gallon,  and  with  an  assumed 

retention  under  a  similar  boiler  of  17,000  heat  units  out  of  a 

possible  20,000  theoretic,  there  will  be  6.617  x  17,000  =  112,489 

heat  units  absorbed  from  each  gallon. 

112  489 
Then  n/nnr^  ^"^"f^^  oeuts  as  the  price  per  gallon  for  which 

oil  would  have  to  be  bought  to  compete  with  coal  at  $3  per 
ton. 

This  estimate  does  not  take  into  consideration  any  labor  for 
coal  stoking  or  removal  of  ashes,  and  as  the  labor  of  feeding  oil 
is  largely  automatic,  one  man  being  quite  able  to  control  the 
supply  for  a  plant  of  large  size,  it  is  very  probable  that  there 
are  many  instances  on  this  seaboard  where  there  would  be  an 
economy  in  the  use  of  oil  at  two  cents  per  gallon. 

Professor  HutUm. — I  was  interested,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  being 
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told  only  this  week  that  at  the  Altoona  shops  the  Pennsylvania 
Bailroad  is  paying  sixty-five  cents  a  ton  for  coal. 

Mr.  Kent. — ^I  foand  cheaper  coal  than  that  the  other  day  at 
Scranton,  Pennsylvania,  where  yon  can  get  it  for  ten  cents,  thirty 
cents,  thirty-five  cents,  anything  you  please. 

Mr.  M.  P.  Wood, — The  result  of  an  experiment  continued  a 
number  of  months,  some  two  or  three  years  ago,  in  which  I  was 
more  or  less  interested,  may  be  of  moment  to  record.  It  was  made 
under  a  battery  of  six  100  horse-power  Manning  boilers  at  the 
Trenton  Iron  Works,  New  Jersey.  They  were  burning  buck- 
wheat anthracite  slack  at  a  cost  laid  down  in  front  of  the  boilers 
of  $1.10  to  $1.30  per  long  ton,  using  forced  blast,  and  for  eveiy 
five  tons  of  fuel  consumed  removed  one  ton  of  ashes  and  refuse. 
The  use  of  Lima  crude  oil  and  Point  Breeze  refuse  distillate  was 
substituted  therefor.  They  got  about  30  per  cent,  more  steam 
from  the  same  battery  operated  continuously  for  six  days  per 
week,  but  the  economy  became  a  thing  of  the  past  as  regards  the 
use  of  the  buckwheat  coal.  When  the  same  battery  of  boilers 
was  fired  under  the  same  general  conditions,  using  a  good  bitu- 
minous coal,  for  which  they  were  paying  $1.50  to  $1.75  per  long 
ton,  the  costs  were  equal  with  oil  at  two  cents  per  gallon  and 
coal  at  $1.65.  The  evaporation  was  alike  per  hour  or  per  day> 
and  the  attendance  not  much  different  The  extra  expense  con- 
sisted in  the  removal  of  the  ashes  at  about  $2  per  ton,  to  be  added 
pro  rata  to  the  cost  of  the  coal  as  a  comparative  cost  between 
the  two  fuels,  with  a  small  difference  in  favor  of  the  oil  from  tbe 
facility  with  which  the  fires  could  be  controlled  at  the  sudden 
demands  for  steam  from  the  rolling  milL 

Mr,  Alfred  H,  Raynal, — I  would  refer  those  interested  to  a 
paper  by  Col.  Nabor  Solyani,  chief  engineer  of  the  Italian 
navy,  read  at  the  International  Engineering  Congress  at  Chicago. 

His  treatment  of  this  subject,  the  best  I  have  seen,  is  ex- 
haustive. 

He  gives  an  account  of  the  experiments  made  in  behalf  of  the 
Italian  navy  in  Italy  and  Bussia,  and  his  final  conclusions  seem 
to  indicate  that  oil  is  not  to  be  considered  for  economy,  as  stated 
by  a  previous  speaker,  and  worse  than  all,  were  it  economical, 
and  should  it  therefore  be  used  extensively,  the  required  stock 
would  soon  be  exhausted. 

Mr,  n.  C,  Spalding. — In  view  of  the  statement  that  the  whole 
question  resolves  itself  into  one  of  relative  cost,  it  may  interest 
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^te  Society  to  hear  of  a  case  recently  mentioned  to  me  by  an 

f  ^gineer  in  Minnesota.     A  street-railway  company  in  putting  up 

^te  plant  arranged  entirely  for  burning  oil,  being  quoted  a  satis- 

^tory  price  by  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  and  everything 

^ent  on  very  happily  until  one  day  its  agent  called  upon  them 

^d  stated  that  after  a  certain  date  the  price  of  oil  would  be 

^^ed  quite  an  appreciable  amount     He  had  not  been  many 

^uiutes  outside  the  office  before  they  got  their  engineers  together 

^d  made  all  the  arrangements  necessary  for  putting  in  a  coal- 

.  J^^ng  plani     This  becoming  known,  within  a  few  days  after 

^^t  the  agent  again  called  upon  them  and  stated  that  the  com- 

^j  5^^  had  reconsidered  its  decision ;  and  they  got  their  oil  at  the 

^j^^Price  and  for  all  I  know  are  still  using  it.    The  moral  in  that 

^Q    Reined  to  be,  as  the  engineer  stated,  that  it  was  cheaper  to 

fO/'J^     '^hen  you  could  afford  to  maintain  a  coal-burning  plant 

^-^ibition  purposes. 

21 
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DCLXXIX. 

PROCEEDINGS     - 

OF    THB 

ST.  LOUIS  MEETING 

(XXXIIId) 

OF  THB 

AMERICAN  SOCIETY  OF  MECHANICAL  ENGINEERS, 

May  19th  to  May  22cl,  1896. 


GENERAL  COMMITTEE  OP  LOCAL  MEMBERS. 

M.  L.  HoLMAV,  Chairman.  Wm.  H.  Brtan,  Secretory. 

H.  A.  Whebler,  Treasurer. 

SUB-COMMITTEES : 

Finance. 

M.  L.  HoLMAN,  CbainnaD.  J.  B.  Clbmemts. 

E.  D.  Meier.  G.  Pantaleoni. 

W.  B.  Potter.  J.  H.  Kinealy. 

Reception. 

E.  D.  Meier,  Chairman.  W.  H.  Brtan. 

J.  B.  Clemekts.  Edward  Flad. 

M.  L.  HoL3iAN.  J.  B.  Johnson. 

J.  A.  Laird.  G.  Pantaleoni. 

Frank  H.  Pond.  W.  B.  Potter. 

A.  SiBBERT.  James  P.  Sneddon. 

H.  A.  Wheeler.  J.  H.  Kinealy. 

Committee  ^  Ladies, 

J.  B.  Johnson,  Chairman.  Edward  Flad. 

J.  A.  Laird.  E.  D.  Meier. 

Committee  on  Printing. 

W.  H.  Bryan,  Chairman.  C.  E.  Jones. 

Nils  Johnson.  O.  E.  Ovbrpeck. 
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Committee  on  Local  Information. 

Edwabd  Plad,  Chalrmau.  W.  8.  Brown. 

W.  H.  Brtan.  J.  L.  HoRNio. 

J.  B.  Johnson.  Nils  Johnson. 

C.  E.  Jones.  Julius  Kbaus. 

J.  A.  Laird.  E.  D.  Meier. 

Q.   R.   t>L8HAU8BN.  G.   FaNTALEONI. 

Frank  H.  Pond.  Jambs  P.  Sneddon. 

A.  Thacher.  S.  E.  Freeman. 

Committee  on  Exeureione. 

J.  A.  Laird,  Chairman.  M.  L.  Holman. 

J.  L.  HoRNiG.  Julius  Kraus. 

G.  B.  Olshausen.  0.  E.  Oybrpbck. 

W.  E.  Lindsay. 

Committee  on  Accommodation $. 

W.  B.  Potter,  Chairman.  J.  B.  Clements. 

J.  B.  Johnson.  H.  A.  Wheeler. 

Committee  on  Badgee, 

H.  A.  Wheeler,  Chairman.  W.  S.  Brown. 

G.  Pantaleoni. 

Executive  Committee. 

M.  L.  Holman,  Chairman.  W.  H.  Brtan. 

Edward  Flad.  J.  B.  Johnson. 

J.  A.  Laird.  £.  D.  Meier. 

W.  B.  Potter.  H.  A.  Wheeler. 


The  XXXnid  meeting  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical 
Engineers  was  convened  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  on  Tues- 
day, May  19,  1896.  The  convention  room  was  the  large  parlor 
of  the  Southern  Hotel,  on  Walnut  Street,  between  Fourth  and 
Broadway,  and  an  adjoining  parlor  was  made  into  a  convenient 
headquarters,  placed  in  telephonic  connection  with  the  city  sys- 
tem by  the  courtesy  of  the  Bell  Telephone  Company. 

The  opening  session  was  called  to  order  by  Col.  E.  D.  Meier, 
chairman  of  the  Reception  Committee,  with  a  few  words  of  wel- 
come to  the  city  and  to  the  courtesies  which  it  was  to  extend,  to 
which  the  President  of  the  Society  made  brief  response.  The 
meeting  then  resolved  itself  into  an  opening  reception,  at  which 
the  hosts  and  guests  were  presented  to  each  other,  and  at  the 
close  a  collation  was  served  in  headquarters. 
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Second  Session.    Wednesday,  May  20. 

The  business  session  was  called  to  order  at  10  A.M.  The 
register  in  headquarters  showed  the  following  members  in 
attendance : 


Alberger,  L.  R., 
Barras,  Geo.  H., 
Basford,  Geo.  M., 
Baoer«  Chas.  A., 
Bifsell,  G.  W., 
Blaavelt.  A., 
Blood,  J.  B., 
BrowD,  Alex.  T., 
BrowD,  Chas.  S., 
Brown,  VV.  S., 
Bryan,  Wm.  H., 
Bachannan,  A.  W., 
Carj,  A.  A., 
ChambeTlain.  P.  M., 
Cheney,  W.  L., 
Clements,  J.  B., 
Connell,  Jas.  A., 
Davis,  W.  C, 
Flad,  Edward, 
Foster,  C.  H.. 
Freeman,  S.  E., 
Fritz,  John.  PreHdentt 
Gabriel,  Wm.  A., 
Goss,  W.  F.  M., 
Hagar,  Edw.  McKim, 
Hanness,  James, 
Haskiiis,  H.  S.. 
Henniog,  Gus  C, 
Herr,  E.  M., 
Hoffman,  J.  D., 
Holloway,  J.  P., 


Holman,  M.  L., 
Hoppee,  J.  J., 
Homig,  J.  L., 
Button,  F.  R., 
Johnson,  J.  B., 
Nils, 
Jones,  C.  B., 
Keep,  W.  J., 
Kent,  Wm., 
Kinealy,  J.  H., 
Kirchhoff,  Chas., 
Kraus,  Julins, 
Laforge,  F.  H., 
Laird,  J.  A., 
Lane,  H.  M., 
Low,  F.  R., 
Magruder,  W.  T., 
McGill,  Chas.  F., 
Malvern,  L.  K., 
Maury,  D.  H., 
Meier,  E.  D., 
Mesta,  Geo., 
Miller,  F.  J., 
Mirkil,  T.  H 
Moore,  D.  G., 
Nasou,  C.  W., 
Olshausen,  G.  R. 
Overpeck,  O.  E., 
Pantaleoni.  G., 
Parks,  E.  H., 
Paul,  J.  W., 


Jr., 


Pell,  H.  S., 
Pond,  F.  H.,  ^ 
Porter,  H.  F.'j., 
Potis,  S.,  Jr., 
Potter,  W.  B., 
Prosser,  J.  G., 
Reynolds,  I.  H., 
Robinson,  A.  W., 
Rockwood,  G.  I., 
Rumely,  W.  N., 
Siebert,  A., 
Slater,  A.  B., 
Slater,  H.  C, 
Smart,  R.  A., 
Smith,  G.  H., 
Sneddon,  J.  P., 
Stiles,  N.  C, 
Stone,  H.  B., 
Street,  C.  F.. 
Suplee,  H.  H., 
Thacher,  Arthur, 
Waldo,  L., 
Warner,  W.  R., 
Warner,  C.  M., 
.  Warrington,  Jesse, 
Weeks,  G.  W., 
Wheeler,  H.  A., 
Whitehead,  Geo.  E., 
Whitham,  Jay  M., 
Wiley.  W.  H. 


A  considerable  number  of  St.  Louis  engineers  and  technical 
gentlemen  were  registered  as  guests  of  the  Society  during  its  stay, 
making  with  the  members  and  their  ladies  a  total  of  two  hundred 
and  thirty-seven. 

The  firot  business  was  the  report  of  the  tellers  of  the  Council 
who  canvassed  the  ballot  for  members.  Their  report  was  as 
follows : 

REPORT  OF  THE  TELLERS  OP  ELECTION. 

The  undersigned  were  appointed  a  committee  of  the  Council  to 

f   act  as  tellers  (under  Bule  13)  to  scrutinize  and  count  the  ballots 

cast  for  and  against  the  candidates  proposed  for  membership  in 
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the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  and  seeking  elec- 
tion before  the  XXXIIId  Meeting,  Sfc.  Louis,  1896. 

They  have  met  upon  the  designated  day,  in  the  office  of  the 
Society,  and  have  proceeded  to  discharge  their  duty.  They 
would  certify,  for  formal  insertion  in  the  records  of  the  Society, 
to  the  election  of  the  persons  whose  names  appear  on  the  ap- 
pended list,  to  their  respective  grades. 

There  were  462  votes  cast  on  the  lavender  ballot,  of  which 
eleven  were  thrown  out  because  of  informalities  (the  members 
voting  having  neglected  to  indorse  the  sealed  envelope). 

John  C.  Eafeb,  -) 
F.  H.  Ball,  I  Tellers  of  Election. 

J.  F.  HOLLOWAY,  J 
NO.    1   OR  LAVENDER  BALLOT,   1896. 


XXXIIId  Meeting,  St.  Loais,  Mo. 


Alta,  Lucas  N., 
Aslakson,  Baxter, 
Bagg,  S.F., 
Blauvelt,  Albert, 
Booth,  E.  H., 
Brown,  Wm.  C, 
Fleming,  John  B., 
Freeman,  S.  E., 
Gordon,  H.  D., 
Harding,  F.  W., 
Jones,  Horace  K., 
Kinealj,  John  H., 

Campbell,  J., 
Carlton,  Newcomb, 
Coster,  E.  L,, 
Dodd,  Daniel, 


BHll,  George  M., 
Dawes,  Robert, 


Bay  less,  C.  T., 
Cutter,  G.  A., 
Deck,  H.  S., 
Dollar,  Wm.  M., 
Eastment,  VV.  H., 
Elmer,  Wm.,  Jr., 
Glanville,  J.  G., 


Members. 
Lauge,  P.  A., 
Leverich,  Gabriel, 
Lufkin,  E.  C, 
McGill,  C.  F., 
Nichols,  O.  F., 
Noarse,  Franklin, 
Pell,  H.  8., 
Pratt,  Chas.  R., 
Rasch,  Peter, 
Reynolds,  I.  H., 
Rohrer,  A.  L., 
Rose,  H.  M., 

Associates. 
Ely,  S.  B., 
Gibbs,  L.  T., 
Morehouse,  Wm.  S., 
Scott,  8.  M., 


Rowley,  H.  W.. 
Ryan,  H.  J., 
Sabin,  A.  H., 
Sargeant,  W.  P., 
Sawyer,  Harry, 
Seaman,  H.  B., 
Smith,  J.  W., 
Sparrow,  E.  P., 
Turner,  John, 
Warner,  C.  M., 
Wood,  J.  L., 
Woolson.  I.  H. 


Thayer,  Winthrop, 
Wallace,  F.  A., 
Weber,  George  A., 
Williams.  Franklin. 


Promotion  to  Full  Mehbebship. 

Hopton,  Walter  E.,  Paul,  John  W., 

Merriam,  H.  P., 

Junior  Members. 


Waldron,  Fred  A. 


Goldsborougli,  W.  E.,        Messenger,  W.  H., 


Greene,  D.  J., 
Johnson,  J.  E.,  Jr., 
Johnson,  R.  DeO., 
Ladd,  G.  T., 
Lenssen,  G.  A.,  Jr., 
Mackintosh,  Fred^k, 


Newton,  James  D., 
Rennie,  Robert, 
Straw,  Charles  A., 
Tenney,  A.  B., 
Thacher,  Arthur, 
Van  der  Willigcn,  T.  A. 
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The  President  then  called  for  the  usaal  reports  of  progress  from 
the  Society's  committees  upon  professional  sabjects.  From  the 
Committee  on  the  Consideration  of  a  Bevision  of  the  Society 
Code  for  Condacfcing  Steam  Boiler  Trials,  the  report  was : 

Mr.  Wm.  Kent. — ^We  can  only  report  progress.  There  was  one 
meeting  of  the  committee  held  in  New  York  some  time  ago,  and 
there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  correspondence  carried  on  among 
the  members.  That  correspondence  is  still  unfinished,  and  at 
present  we  can  only  say  the  work  is  proceeding  as  rapidly  as 
possible. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Standard  Methods  of  Test  and 
Testing  Materials,  the  report  was  as  follows : 

Mr.  CrU8.  C.  Henning. — I  will  say  on  behalf  of  this  committee 
that  we  are  still  working  upon  the  tests  which  we  have  planned  to 
settle  some  uncertain  points  which  have  arisen,  and  that  the  ten- 
sion tests  of  cast-iron  have  given  us  so  much  trouble  that  we  have 
not  been  able  to  complete  them.  It  has  taken  all  the  time  of  an 
expert  investigator  with  most  improved  appliances  and  machines 
to  do  even  a  part  of  the  work,  which  will  indicate  to  you  the  diffi- 
culties which  are  to  be  overcome.  If,  as  we  now  expect,  the  ex- 
perimental work  is  completed  by  next  October,  the  committee  can 
thereafter  consider  and  summarize  the  results  and  be  able  to 
decide  whether  further  work  will  still  be  necessary  to  reach  data 
for  a  conclusive  report.  Very  few  realize  how  much  labor  is  nec- 
essary and  has  to  be  expended,  both  in  preparing  apparatus  and 
in  computations  of  results,  which  must  be  given  as  the  reasons 
why  we  have  been  unable  to  complete  a  report  for  this  meeting. 
At  the  annual  meeting  in  December  we  shall  hope  to  bring  for- 
ward some  final  conclusions. 

Gteneral  and  new  business  being  then  in  order,  the  Society  was 
invited  to  hold  its  spring  convention  of  1897  in  the  city  of  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  as  follows : 

Prof.  W.  T.  Magmder. — The  State  of  Tennessee  was  the  third 
State  to  be  admitted  into  the  union  of  States,  and  proposes  to 
celebrate  its  admission  to  the  Union  by  holding  a  Centennial 
Exposition,  the  inaugural  ceremonies  of  which  will  be  held  on 
June  1st  and  2d  of  this  year.  The  Exposition  will  be  opened  on 
May  1, 1897,  and  will  continue  six  months.  Invitations  from  the 
Governor  of  the  State,  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the 
city  of  Nashville,  and  the  Engineering  Association  of  the  South, 
of  which  I  am  a  member,  have  been  presented  to  the  Council  of 
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this  Society,  reqaesting  this  Society  to  meet  in  Nashville  in 
May,  1897.  Many  of  you  were  present  in  1888  at  the  meeting 
held  there,  and  the  people  of  Nashville  have  such  kindly  feelings 
toward  this  Society^  and  remember  with  so  much  pleasure  that 
meeting,  that  they  are  anxious  that  the  Society  should  return  and 
give  them  another  chance  to  show  them  the  improvements  which 
they  have  made  in  the  past  nine  years,  as  it  will  be  then,  and  to 
offer  them  some  more  Southern  hospitality.  These  invitations 
having  been  duly  presented  to  the  Society,  I  would  move  you, 
Mr.  President,  that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  Council  for  its 
action. 

Mr.  WHliam  Kent. — Mr.  Magruder  having  just  spoken  in  favor 
of  Nashville  as  the  place  of  meeting  next  year,  I  rise  to  second 
the  motion,  and  I  wish  to  say  that  I  have  had  two  experiences  of 
conventions  in  Nashville  before  this  time — one  in  1877,  at  the 
meeting  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science,  and  one  in  1888,  at  the  meeting  of  this  Society.  On 
both  these  occasions  we  found  Nashville  a  most  pleasant  place  at 
which  to  meet.  The  citizens  were  exceedingly  hospitable,  the 
climate  was  delightful  in  the  month  of  May,  and  we  have  no 
reason  to  go  anywhere  else,  I  think,  than  Nashville,  when  they 
give  a  National  Exposition  in  that  year ;  so  I  second  the  motion 
to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Council. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Council  was  carried. 

No  other  business  of  general  character  being  presented,  the 
professional  papers  were  taken  up,  as  follows : 

That  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Keep,  of  Detroit,  entitled  "  Strength  of  Cast 
Iron,"  discussed  by  Messrs.  Benjamin,  Kent,  and  Henning. 

That  by  Mr.  William  Kent,  of  New  York,  entitled  "  The  Effi- 
ciency of  a  Steam  Boiler;  What  is  It?"  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Barms,  Meier,  Bryan,  Kockwood,  Cary,  Potter,  LeVan,  Kinealy, 
and  Blood. 

That  by  Mr.  A.  Eldridge,  of  Ithaca,  on  *'  Tests  of  a  Four  Cylin- 
der Triple-Expansion  Engine  and  Boiler,"  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Kent,  Suplee,  Mansfield,  and  Laird. 

That  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Hale,  on  "  Determining  Moisture  in  Coal," 
discussed  by  Messrs.  Bryan,  Kinealy,  Kent,  Suplee,  Henning, 
Cary,  and  Nason. 

In  the  afternoon  the  party  were  the  guests  of  one  of  the  street 
railway  lines  for  conveyance  to  the  station  of  the  Lindell  Railway 
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in  Forest  Park,  of  the  city,  where  carriages  were  in  waiting  for  a 
drive  through  that  beautifol  and  artistically  planned  reservation. 
The  party  were  set  down  at  The  Cottage  in  the  park  for  a  light 
luncheon,  and  after  being  driven  to  another  entrance  were  met  by 
special  cars  for  the  run  back  to  the  cify. 

Third  Session.    Wednesday,  May  20,  8  p.m. 

The  only  paper  taken  up  at  this  session  was  that  by  Mr.  H.  F. 
J.  Porter,  of  Chicago,  on  "  Hollow  Stoel  Forginga"  Mr.  Porter 
had  taken  the  trouble  to  reduce  the  illustrations  of  his  paper  to 
lantern  slides,  which  were  projected  upon  a  screen  while  the 
descriptive  matter  was  being  read.  President  John  Fritz  made 
some  explanations  and  additions  at  the  end  of  the  paper,  and  the 
session  tiien  adjourned. 

FouBTH  Session.    Thubsday,  May  21,  10  a.m. 

The  papers  of  the  morning  and  the  participants  in  debate  were 
as  follows : 

That  by  Prof.  W.  F.  M.  Goss,  on  the  "  Effect  upon  Diagrams 
of  LoDg  Pipe  Connections  for  Steam  Indicators,"  discussed  by 
Mr.  A-  F.  Hall 

That  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Hoffman,  entitled  a  "  Hydraulic  Dynamom- 
*eter,**  discussed  by  Messrs.  Henning,  Nason,  and  Suplee. 

That  by  Mr.  C  W.  Kettell,  discussed  by  Professor  Benjamin. 

That  by  Prof.  R  C.  Carpenter,  on  a  "New  Form  of  Steam 
Calorimeter,"  discussed  by  Mr.  Bryan. 

That  by  Mr.  George  R  Henderson,  entitled  "  Spring  Tables.'' 

Two  papers  by  Mr.  Jay  M.  Whitham,  on  the  "  Effect  of  Ee- 
tarders  in  Fire  Tubes  of  Steam  Boilers,'*  and  upon  "  Experiments 
with  Automatic  Mechanical  Stokers."  The  discussion  was  par- 
ticipated in  by  Messrs.  Baker,  Barrus,  Kent,  Rockwood,  Wallace, 
Bryan,  Herr,  Elinealy,  and  Cary. 

That  by  Mr.  William  H.  Bryan,  on  "  Western  Eiver  Steam- 
boats," discussed  by  Messrs.  Bockwood,  Holman,  Kent,  and 
HoUoway. 

Just  previous  to  adjournment,  which  took  place  at  this  point, 
the  President  of  the  Society,  acting  under  Article  31  of  the  rules, 
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which  calls  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  nominate  offi- 
cers of  the  Society,  made  the  following  appointments : 

George  W.  Weeks Clinton,  Masp. 

H.  H.  Suplee Philadelphia.  Pa. 

W.  F.  M.  Goss. Lafayette,  Ind. 

W.  J.  Keep Detroit,  Mich. 

J.  F.  Hollowaj Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

In  the  afternoon  the  members  and  the  guests  of  the  Local  Com- 
mittee were  conveyed  by  the  river  steamer  City  of  Vtcksburg  up 
the  Mississippi  to  a  point  slightly  above  the  Chain  of  Bocks 
Pumping  Station  of  the  City  Water  Works ;  thence  back  for  a 
visit  to  that  station,  and  for  a  brief  sail  below  the  city  and  back 
to  the  landing.  Luncheon  was  served  on  board,  and  the  hosts 
had  provided  an  excellent  orchestra. 

Li  the  evening,  in  the  parlors  of  the  convention  hotel,  a  charm- 
ing reception  with  supper  was  given  to  the  members  and  their 
ladies  by  the  citizens  of  St.  Louis,  with  music  and  dancing. 

Final  Session.    Friday,  May  22, 10  a.m. 

The  professional  papers  of  the  closing  session  were  as  follows : 

By  B.  H.  Thurston,  on  ''  Superheated  Steam,"  discussed  by 
Mr.  Rockwood. 

By  Mr.  L.  R.  Alberger,  on  "  A  Self-Cooling  Condenser,"  dis- 
cussed by  Messrs.  Emery,  Kent,  Meier,  Bryan,  and  Goss. 

By  Prof.  F.  R  Hutton,  entitled  '^  A  Classification  and  Cata- 
logue System  for  an  Engineering  Library,"  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Bloocl,  Chamberlain,  Suplee,  and  Kent. 

By  Thomas  E.  Murray,  on  "A  Steel  Plate  Fly  Wheel,"  dis- 
cussed by  Messrs.  Kent,  Henning,  Suplee,  and  Blood. 

The  *'  Topical  Discussion  "  and  paragraphs  of  experience  were 
then  taken  up  until  the  series  was  exhausted  which  had  been 
prepared  for  this  meeting.  The  Secretary  explained  the  slight 
change  which  had  been  made  in  the  method  of  preparing  these 
Topical  Discussions  for  the  meeting,  which  consisted  in  getting 
the  proposer  of  the  query  to  contribute  one  or  two  parnjgraphs  to 
open  the  subject,  with  the  view  that  thereby  discussion  might  be 
more  directly  and  pertinently  brought  to  bear  upon  the  question 
in  hand.  The  first  contribution  gave  data  upon  the  '^Holding 
Power  of  Clamp  Fits,"  by  Mr.  William  Sangster,  and  also  by  the 
same  gentleman  the  paragraphs  upon  the  '^  Power  Required  to 
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Drive  Disk  Fans."  This  latter  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Kent 
and  Kinealy. 

The  paragraphs  upon  the  "  Effect  of  Fire  on  Machinery,"  by 
Prot  W.  F.  M.  Gbss,  were  discussed  by  Messrs.  Suplee,  Warner, 
and  Fritz. 

The  discussion  by  Mr.  John  H.  Cooper,  on  the  "  Advisability 
of  Locating  the  Condenser  of  a  Steam  Eagiae  Close  to  the  Cyl- 
inder or  at  a  Distance  from  it,"  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Bock- 
wood  and  Kent. 

A  letter  of  invitation  was  read  from  Mr.  Frederick  M.  Crunden, 
extending  to  the  Society  the  privileges  of  the  Public  Library  of 
St  Louis,  and  a  paper  by  Mr.  James  Dredge,  of  London,  honor- 
ary member  of  the  Society,  concerning  the  early  history  of  the 
Bessemer  steel  process,  was  read  by  title,  in  order  to  make  its 
presentation  a  matter  of  record. 

This  being  the  assigned  time  for  general  business,  Mr.  Blood 
presented  the  resolution  to  which  he  had  referred  in  his  discus- 
sion on  the  paper  on  an  Engineering  Classification,  and  moved 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Council  of  this  Society  to  appoint  a 
committee  of  five  to  take  up  the  matter  of  systematic  classifica- 
tion of  engineering  literature  and  material,  either  as  a  matter  of 
the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers  alone,  or,  better 
still,  in  conjunction  with  <K>nference  committees  appointed  by  the 
societies  representing  other  departments  of  engineering.  This 
motion,  being  duly  seconded  by  Mr.  Alberger,  was  voted  and 
caiTied. 

Mr.  Holloway  then  presented  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions, which  were  seconded  by  Mr.  Henning  and  unanimously 
adopted : 

WhereoM,  The  American  Society  of  MecbaDical  Engineers,  aBsembled  in  con- 
tention at  St.  Louis,  iu  May,  1896.  has  a  pleasant  remembrance  of  a  deligbtf  ul 
meeting  of  the  Society  held  in  Montreal  in  1894,  and  of  the  hospitality  there 
shown  by  its  most  prominent  citissens  :  tbey  rememl>er  especially  the  courtesies 
extended  to  them  by  the  Trustees  and  Governors  of  McQill  University  in  opening 
up  that  famed  institution  for  inspection,  and  in  furuiBhiog  the  commodious  ball 
therein  in  which  to  hold  the  meeting  ; 

And  whereas.  It  has  come  to  the  Ivnowledge  of  tlie  Society  that  McGlU  Uni- 
versity has  recently  been  further  enriched  by  extremely  liberal  gifts  from  two  of 
its  generous  patrons— Mr.  W.  C.  McDonald  and  Sir  Donald  A.  Smith  (both  of 
whom  conferred  special  favors  and  kind  attention  upon  the  Society  while  in 
Montreal) — which  gifts  are  for  the  further  upbuilding  of  a  splendid  institution 
of  learning  in  which  the  science  and  art  of  engineering  bold  an  important  place ; 

Tfuffort  he  it  Resolved,  That  the  congratulations  of  the  American  Society  of 
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Mechanical  Engineers  be  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  McGill  UnlTersity  upon  the 
continuance  of  that  good  fortune  which  has  so  marked  its  history.  Oar  appreciation 
of  the  generosity  of  the  gentlemen  named  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  by  this 
and  former  donations  they  have  expressed  the  high  regard  which  they  feel  for 
engineering  as  a  profession,  and  because  they  recognise  its  value  as  a  means  to 
extend  the  limits  of  cirilization,  to  confer  comforts  and  benefits  upon  all,  and 
because  they  recognize  the  prominent  part  which  it  has  in  making  o(  one  blood 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

In  seconding  the  resolutions  Mr.  Henning  said  t  ''  Yon  will  all 
remember  the  pleasant  surprise  that  was  awaiting  us  when  we 
visited  the  engineering  schools  and  laboratories  of  McGill  Uni- 
yersity,  and  the  delightful  manner  in  which  the  Society  was 
received  by  the  faculty  on  the  occasion  of  our  spring  meeting  at 
Montreal  two  years  ago.  It  can  but  please  us  to  hear  of  the 
repeated  good  luck  which  has  befallen  McGill  University,  as  such 
gifts  are  a  benefit  to  all  engineers  on  this  continent.  Prof.  H.  T. 
Bovey,  when  in  New  York  two  weeks  ago,  told  me  that  these  very 
liberal  gifts  were  to  be  devoted  mainly  to  the  Engineering  Depart- 
ment, and  as  everything  improving  the  condition  of  our  Canadian 
confreres  helps  us  as  well,  I  most  heartily  second  the  motion 
just  oflfered." 

On  motion  it  was  agreed  that  this  resolution  be  suitably 
engrossed  and  forwarded  by  the  Secretary  to  the  authorities  of 
McGill  University. 

The  following  series  of  resolutions  of  thanks  were  then  passed 
by  the  Society  in  recognition  of  the  courtesies  which  the  mem- 
bers had  enjoyed  at  the  hands  of  the  local  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangements and  those  whom  they  had  enlisted  for  their  help. 
The  resolutions  were  passed  with  enthusiasm. 

To  Mr.  George  W.  Baumhoff,  General  Manager  Lindell  Railway,  the  thanks 
of  the  Society  are  due  for  the  courtesies  extended  on  Wednesday  afternoon  in  the 
excursion  hy  electric  railway  to  and  from  Forest  Park,  by  means  of  which  the 
visiting  members  obtained,  in  the  most  pleasant  manner  possible,  an  idea  of 
the  prosperity  and  beauty  of  St.  Louis,  the  Future  Great. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Capt.  Robert  McCuUoch,  General  Manager  of  the 
Southwestern  Railway,  the  members  of  our  Society  are  given  free  transportation 
for  the  excursion  planned  for  us  this  afternoon.  Besohed,  That  the  American 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers  manifest  its  appreciation  of  this  kind  hospitality 
by  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Captain  McCulloch. 

Besotted,  That  the  hearty  thanks  of  this  Society  be  rendered  to  the  Engineer- 
ing Club  of  St.  Louis,  and  especially  to  its  honored  president,  Mr.  G.  A.  Ockerson. 
for  the  courtesies  extended  through  the  use  of  its  comfortable  house  and  valaable 
library. 
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IU9ol9ed,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  given  to  the  Cnpples  Real  Estate 
Companj  and  the  Imperial  Bnilding  Companj  for  the  invitation  kindly  extended 
by  tbem  to  visit  their  aniqae  and  interesting  buildings. 

Besohed,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  extended  to  the  managers  of  the 
St.  Louis  Public  Library  for  the  privilege  of  the  use  of  the  library. 

Resohedt  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  sent  to  the  Bell  Telephone  Com- 
pany for  the  use  of  the  instrument  in  headquarters. 

Wherecu,  The  Broderick-Bascom  Wire  Rope  Company -have  tendered  the 
American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers  cordial  invitations  to  visit  their  works, 
to  give  the  members  more  opportunity  of  studying  wire-rope  making,  and  have 
also  presented  each  member  with  a  handsomely  mounted  piece  of  wire  rope 
to  be  used  as  a  paper-weight ; 

Therefarey  he  it  Resohed,  That  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  the  Broderick- 
Bascom  Wire  Rope  Company. 

Wh€re€t8,  The  Christy  Fire- Clay  Company  have  tendered  the  American  Society 
of  Mechanical  Engineers  cordial  invitations  to  visit  their  plant,  and  have  also 
prepared  a  souvenir  showing  the  fine  quality,  grain,  and  uniformity  of  their 
product ; 

Therefore,  be  it  Beeohedf  That  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  the  Christy  Fire- 
Clay  Company, 

Wf^eas,  The  A.  S.  Aloe  Company  have  extended  to  the  American  Society  of 
Mechanical  £2ngineers  a  cordial  invitation  to  visit  their  extensive  stock  of  engi- 
neers* supplies,  and  have  furthermore  presented  a  very  useful  souvenir  in  the 
sbapt*  of  a  nicely  divided  boxwood  scale  ; 

Therefore,  be  it  Resolved,  That  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  the  A.  S.  Aloe 
Company  for  their  invitation  and*  valuable  souvenir. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers 
in  the  St.  Louis  Convention  assembled,  hereby  express  their  sense  of  obligation 
to  the  St.  Louis  Brewing  Association  and  to  the  Anheuser-Busch  Brewing  Com- 
pany for  the  kind  and  freely  given  invitations  to  visit  their  famous  and  well- 
appointed  breweries ;  and 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  St.  Louis  Brewing 
Association  and  to  the  Anheuser-Busch  Brewing  Company. 

The  visiting  members  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers 
desire  to  pay  a  tribute  of  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Local  Committee,  the 
Reception  Committee,  and  to  the  chairmen  of  the  suh-committees  for  the  effect- 
ive and  graceful  manner  in  which  they  have  performed  their  various  duties,  and 
to  express  their  pleasure  at  the  cordiality  which  has  marked  their  efforts  in  our 
behalf.  St.  Louis  will  be  remembered  with  gratitude,  and  should  any  of  our 
boets  honor  us  by  a  visit  to  the  East  we  will  give  them  a  welcome  which  may 
lack  the  warmth  as  to  temperature  of  the  St.  Louis  welcome,  but  will  not  be 
lacking  in  fervor  and  hearty  welcome  to  those  who  have  done  so  much,  and  so 
successfully,  to  add  to  our  pleasure  and  comfort. 

The  mover  of  this  final  resolution  would  seek  on  behalf  of  the  visiting  ladies 
to  convey  to  the  ladies  of  St.  Louis  the  hearty  thanks  which  the  former  are  not 
present  to  offer  for  themselves,  for  the  assiduity  which  their  hostesses  have 
shown  in  attending  upon  them  during  their  pleasant  stay  in  this  city,  and  would 
ask  that  the  relatives  and  friends  of  the  St.  Louis  ladies  will  make  themselves 
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the  channel  through  which  this  expression  of  thanks  may  reach  those  for  whom 
it  is  intended. 

The  CouDcil  of  the  Society  at  its  meeting  previons  to  the  Con- 
vention had  taken  the  following  action,  in  the  form  of  a  memorial 
to  the  Federal  Congress,  praying  that  their  influence  might  be 
brought  to  bear  in  favor  of  legislation  to  secure  for  the  engineers 
of  the  navy  a  recognition  and  standing  more  nearly  commen- 
surate with  their  importance  and  responsibility  in  modem  war 

ships. 

April  11,  1896. 

To  Senator  Squire,  of  Washington,  and  to  Hon.  Fbakcis  Wilson,  of 
New  York,  and  to  the  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  : 

Dear  Sirs :  The  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers  has  a  membership 
of  about  eighteen  hundred,  embracing  a  large  number  of  the  most  eminent  engi- 
neers of  the  country,  many  of  whom  were  in  the  naval  service  during  the  late 
war. 

Its  governing  body,  or  Council,  has  had  its  attention  called  to  bills  now  before 
Congress,  known  as  the  Wilson-Squire  bills,  which  have  for  their  object  and  aim 
a  reconstruction  of  the  rules  and  regulations  which  govern  the  corps  of  engineers 
in  the  United  States  Navy.  As  American  engineers  we  are  deeply  interested  in 
the  development  of  our  new  navy,  and  are  especially  desirous  that  in  its  penon- 
nel  it  shall  be  the  peer  of  any  afloat,  as  it  is  in  design,  construction,  and  equip- 
ment. With  a  view  of  contributing  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  referred  to,  to  the 
extent  of  their  influence,  the  following  action  was  had  at  a  meeting  held  io  this 
city,  April  8,  1890 : 

Whereas,  It  is  apparent  that  rules  and  regulations  formulated  years  ago,  when 
the  steam  engine  on  naval  vessels  was  but  an  auxiliary  to  sails,  are  not  only 
unauited  to  present  conditions  (from  which  sails  and  sailors  as  such  have  utterly 
passed  away,  while  the  steam  engine  with  enormously  increased  capacity  has 
become  the  sole  motive  power),  but  are  iu  their  operation  positively  injurious  and 
detrimental  to  the  highest  efficiency  and  usefulness  of  the  navy  ; 

Therefore,  he  it  Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  the  American  Society  of 
Mechanical  EIngineers  heartily  endorse  any  action  which  may  be  taken  in  Con- 
gress or  elsewhere  which,  on  the  lines  laid  down  in  what  are  known  as  the  Wilson- 
Squire  bills,  has  for  its  aim  the  remodelling  and  readjustment  of  the  rules  and 
regulations  which  govern  the  duties  and  establish  the  status  of  the  naval  engi- 
neer, to  the  end  that  they  may  more  nearly  accord  with  the  increased  skill 
required  of  him,  and  the  increased  care  and  responsibility  now  resting  upon  him. 

On  behalf  of  the  Council, 

John  Fritz, 

PrcMent. 

Copy  from  the  records. 

The  interest  of  the  individual  members  of  the  Society  in  the 
matter  had  been  solicited  by  a  circular  whose  purport  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Members  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers : 

While  it  is  not  the  province  and  certainly  not  the  wish  of  the  Council  to  in- 
fluence members  in  matters  not  directly  connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  Society, 
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it  has  been  deemed  proper  and  wise  to  call  jour  attention  as  citizens  and  engi- 
neers to  the  bills  now  before  Congress  known  as  the  "  Wilson-Squire  Bills/' 
Senate  No.  735,  House  of  Represeotatives  No.  3618.  These  have  for  their  object 
and  aim  a  revision  of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  navj  as  they  effect  tbe 
anthority  and  status  of  tbe  engineers  :  first,  by  an  increase  of  the  number  of  tbe 
corps,  wbich  shall  be  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  naval  vessels  ;  second,  the 
admission  of  graduates  from  civilian  engineering  pchools  to  the  corps ;  third,  the 
establisUment  of  an  engineering  experimental  station ;  and  finally,  the  transfer 
to  tbe  Engineer  Corps  of  certain  engineering  duties  now  in  other  hands. 

As  is  doabtless  known  to  you,  there  have  been  no  Important  changes  in  these 
rules  as  they  relate  to  engineers  since  tbe  time  wben  steam  was  introduced  into 
tbe  navy  as  a  mere  auxiliary  or  an  aid  to  the  sail.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
remind  members  of  our  profession  of  the  great  difference  wbich  exists  between 
ibe  naval  vessels  of  to-day  as  compared  with  tbose  of  tbe  time  referred  to,  nor  to 
explain  how  in  so  many  ways  the  duties,  cares,  and  responsibilities  of  tbose 
who  are  in  charge  of  the  immense  and  complicated  machines  which  fill  them, 
Lave  been  enlarged,  increased,  and  intensified. 

It  would  be  unpatriotic  and  unwise  for  any  one  to  foster  or  encourage  differ- 
ences among  nav|il  ofilcers  which  simply  refer  to  precedence  and  rank,  irrespect- 
ive of  responsibilities.  It  is,  however,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Council,  not  only 
proper  but  the  duty  of  every  one,  and  especially  po  of  tbe  engineers  of  our  coun- 
try, by  all  proper  means  to  bring  their  individual  influence  to  bear  upon  those 
whose  province  it  is  to  make  the  laws  of  the  land,  urging  tbem  so  to  amend  tbe 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  navy  that  they  shall  conform  to  existing  conditions, 
and  shall  accord  to  the  Engineer  Corps  a  rank  and  a  position  which  will  corre- 
spend  with  tbe  responsibilities  now  resting  upon  them,  due  to  the  great  changes 
which  have  taken  place  in  the  construction  and  equipment  of  our  new  nnvy. 
Should  the  matter  thus  briefly  referre<l  to  commend  itself  to  your  good  judgment, 
you  can  greatly  aid  in  bringing  about  this  desired  result  by  at  once  addressing  a 
letter  to  the  senator  from  your  state,  and  the  representative  from  your  district, 
requesting  their  aid  in  passing  the  bills  above  refered  to.  In  so  doing  you  will 
not  only  confer  a  benefit  upon  our  brother  engineers  in  the  navy,  but  you  will 
contribute  in  bringing  the  profession  of  engineering  into  greater  prominence  the 
world  over. 

As  this  bill  is  likely  to  be  called  up  at  any  time,  prompt  action  only  will  be 
of  service. 

On  behalf  of  the  Council, 

F.  R.  HirrTON,  Secretary.  John  Fritz,  President. 

In  connection  with  this  action  the  following  remarks  were 
made: 

Cd.  E.  D.  Meier, — I  want  to  call  attention  to  the  foregoing — a 
matter  on  which  the  Council  took  action  in  New  York  about  three 
or  four  weeks  ago.  It  refers  to  the  status  of  the  naval  engineer, 
and  the  bill  known  as  the  Squire  bill  now  pending  in  the  Senate  ; 
it  is  called  the  Wilson-Squire  bill.  There  is  nothing  I  could  say 
in  so  short  a  time,  because  if  I  were  to  commence  to  explain  the 
bill  and  the  evils  which  it  intends  to  correct  I  would  have  to  keep 
you  here  unduly.    But  through  the  courtesy  of  one  of  my  friends 
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in  Washington  I  have  receiyed  a  number  of  copies  of  the  litera- 
ture on  the  subject,  the  bill  itself,  and  discussions  by  certain  prom- 
inent engineers.  I  have  laid  those  copies  out  in  the  anteroom 
where  any  member  may  get  them.  I  trust  yon  will  avail  your- 
selves of  them,  and  after  reading  them  will  do  what  you  think  is 
right  in  the  matter,  in  the  way  of  writing  to  those  representatives 
in  Congress  who  have  something  to  say  in  the  matter,  so  as  to 
urge  them  to  pass  the  bill.  I  think  that  your  unanimous  con- 
clusion will  be  that  that  bill  should  be  passed.  Sometimes  effects 
grow  up  from  small  causes  entirely  different  from  what  had  been 
intended ;  so  that  I  will  not  lay  the  status  of  the  naval  engineer 
to-day  to  any  particular  cause,  but  the  effect  is  there  all  the  same, 
and  that  effect,  may  be  summed  up  in  very  few  words  by  saying 
that  the  legal  status  of  the  engineer  in  the  navy  to-day  is  an 
insult  to  the  profession.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  J.  F,  HoUoway. — I  desire  to  add  only  a  few  words  to  what 
Colonel  Meier  has  so  well  said.  As  stated  by  him,  this  is  a 
matter  which  cannot  be  fully  discussed  in  the  limited  time  now  at 
our  disposal.  There  is,  however,  something  which  every  member 
of  this  Society  can  do,  which  will  be  far  more  effective  than  sim- 
ply  talking,  and  that  is,  he  should  as  far  as  possible  inform  him- 
self in  regard  to  the  rank  and  position  which  his  brother  engineers 
now  have  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States.  Upon  investigation, 
it  will  be  found  that  naval  engineers  hold  to-day  the  same  position 
as  to  rank  and  authority  while  in  charge  of  these  magnificent 
battle  ships,  of  which  we  are  all  so  proud,  as  they  did  in  those 
early  days  when  a  little  bit  of  a  screw  propeller  was  first  put  in 
the  hull  of  a  brig  or  schooner,  thus  transforming  it  into  a  "  man- 
of-war.'*  We  all  know  that  the  modern  naval  vessel  is  a  mechan- 
ical fighting  machine  from  stem  to  stem  post;  that  it  is  filled 
with  the  most  powerful,  costly,  and  intricate  mechanism  that 
can  anywhere  be  found  within  the  same  space;  and  if  there  is 
any  place  in  the  wide  world  where  an  engineer  is  anything  of  a 
fellow  it  is  on  board  of  a  modem  battle  ship ; .  and  if  there  is  any 
position  which  requires  the  highest  mechanical  skill,  the  greatest 
courage,  and  the  best  executive  ability  it  is  the  position  held 
by  the  engineer-in-chief  of  such  a  complicated  machine  as  is  a 
modem  man-of-war,  and  it  is  a  slight  upon  the  profession  of 
engineering,  and  a  disgrace  to  our  country,  that  the  men  who 
have  charge  of  and  are  responsible  for  this  mass  of  fighting 
mechanism  do  not  have  a  more  important  position  and  a  higher, 
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rank  than  is  now  accorded  them  by  roles  and  regulations  formu- 
lated years  and  years  ago,  and  long  before  such  war  vessels  as  we 
now  have  were  even  dreamed  of.  It  is  a  lamentable  fact  that 
many  of  our  ablest  naval  engineers  are  dropping  out  of  the  service, 
simply  for  the  reason  that  they  are  overworked ;  their  minds  are 
overtaxed  by  the  numerous  duties  they  are  personally  obliged  to 
perform,  for  want  of  proper  assistance,  and  their  health  shattered 
by  the  close  and  crowded  quarters  which  they  are  obliged  to 
occupyl  Now,  the  thing  which  each  one  of  us  can  and  ought  to 
do,  is  to  address  a  personal  letter  to  our  member  of  Congress  and 
ask  him  to  do  what  he  can  to  bring  about  a  reform  in  this  matter, 
and  to  solicit  his  influence  in  aiding  the  passage  of  the  bills  now 
before  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate,  which  have 
for  their  end  a  proper  recognition  of  the  services  of  the  men  who 
now,  as  engineers,  hold  the  most  important  place  on  board  the 
steam  naval  vessels  of  our  country,  and  upon  whose  skill,  health,, 
and  courage  must  depend  their  success  should  they  ever  be  called 
upon  to  do  that  for  which  they  were  built — namely,  fight. 

Colonel  Meier. — I  would  like  to  add  just  one  word  to  the 
remarks  of  my  friend  Mr.  HoUoway,  and  that  is,  that  the  en- 
gineers of  the  navy  are  placed  in  a  peculiar  position,  in  this,  that, 
they  may  not  avail  themselves  of  the  right  of  petition,  which 
every  one  of  us  has.  They  cannot  write  to  their  Representatives. 
The  discipline  of  the  navy  forbids  that.  They  have  even  got  to 
be  very  careful  of  what  they  write  in  their  discussions  at  the 
Naval  War  College  in  Newport.  There  was  one  very  able  paper, 
which  has  since  been  published  in  the  discussions  of  the  Naval 
College,  which  came  very  near  bringing  a  court-martial  about  the 
ears  of  the  man  who  wrote  it.  So  you  see  they  are  in  an  entirely 
defenceless  position  so  far  as  that  is  concerned,  and  we  must 
stand  for  them  and  write  these  letters,  as  they  cannot  do  it  for 
themselves. 

After  a  few  words  of  recognition  from  the  President  for  all 
which  had  made  the  meeting  a  success,  the  session  was  pro- 
nounced adjourned. 

The  next  meeting  was  to  be  expected  in  New  York  city,  prob- 
ably in  the  first  week  of  December. 

The  afternoon  was  devoted  to  excursion  by  street  railway  and 
on  foot  to  Cupples  Station,  to  the  Anheuser-Busch  Breweries,  and 
to  certain  individual  points  of  interest  by  subdivided  parties. 
23 
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DCLXXX.* 
SPRING   TABLES. 

BT  e.  R.  HSNDSBSOM,  ROANOKX,  TA. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

At  the  New  York  meeting  of  this  Society  in  December,  1894, 
the  author  read  a  paper  on  ''  A  Graphical  Method  of  Designing 
Springs,"  t  in  which  were  described  and  illustrated  various 
charts  constructed  upon  logarithmic  cross-section  paper,  bj 
means  of  which  the  various  properties  of  a  helical  or  elliptical 
spring  could  be  determined  by  following  the  proper  lines  to 
their  correspondiiig  intersections.  In  the  discussion  which  fol- 
lowed one  of  the  participants  remarked  that  engineers  generally 
preferred  to  use  tables  when  designing,  instead  of  working  from 
formulsB. 

It  occurred  to  the  author  that  tables  might  be  constructed 
from  these  diagrams  which  would  be  still  more  useful,  though 
perhaps  more  cumbersome,  and  he  therefore  prepared  the  fol- 
lowing tabulated  data,  using  the  formulae  given  in  the  previous 
paper,  and  checking  the  results  by  the  diagrams.  The  author 
admits  that  since  he  has  compiled  the  tables  he  uses  them  in 
preference  to  the  diagrams.  (For  the  derivation  of  the  formulsB 
the  former  paper  should  be  consulted.) 

ELLIPTICAL   SPRING  TABLES. 

The  following  tables  are  intended  to  give  the  "maximum 
static  load,"  and  the  deflection  under  this  load  for  all  practical 
varieties  of  elliptic  and  semi-elliptic  springs.  The  maximum 
static  load  in  these  tables  induces  a  fibre  strain  of  80,000  pounds 
per  square  inch  in  the  leaves,  and  the  oscillations  may  run  this 
up  to  100,000  pounds,  which  may  also  be  taken  as  the  test  load, 
or  "  test  load  =  1 J  maximum  static  load." 

♦  Presented   at  tbe  St.  Louis  meeting  (May,  1896)  of  the  American  Society  of 
Mechanical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVIL  of  the  TranBoetioM, 
t  Tran9acti(m9  A,  8.  M,  E„  vol.  xvi.,  p.  92,  No.  613. 
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In  these  springs  the  leaves  are  supposed  to  be  regularly 
shortened  in  the  case  of  full  elliptic,  and  in  the  half  elliptic  to 
have  one-quarter  of  the  whole  number  of  leaves  extend  to  end 
of  spring.    In  case  all  the  leaves  are  full  length,  or  the  spring 
is  the  same  section  throughout,  the  load  will  not  be  affected, 
but  the  deflection  will  be : 
For  full  elliptics,  f  the  amounts  in  column  marked  "  full." 
For  half  elliptics,  i  the  amounts  in  column  marked  ''  fulL" 
The  static  load  for  any  total  width  of  spring  can  be  found  by 
simple  addition,  using  the  values  found  under  the  nine  digits ; 
thus  the  load  on  a  spring  of  |-inch  thick  steel  30  inches  long 
and  28  inches  total  width  = 

Value  under  2  (multiplied  by  10) 6,000 

**      8 ..2,000, 

Total  load 7,000 

The  following  formulae  were  used  in  computing  the  tables : 
jP  =  Maximum  static  load  in  pounds. 
S  =  Corresponding  fibre  strain  in  leaves,  taken  at  80,000 

pounds. 
n  =  Number  of  leaves  (in  full  elliptic,  half  the  total  leaves). 
b  =  Width  of  leaves  in  inches. 
h  =  Thickness  of  leaves  in  inches. 
L  =  Span  (or  length)  of  spring  in  inches  when  loaded. 
f  =  Deflection  of  spring  under  load  P  in  inches. 
jF=  Modulus  of  elasticity,  taken  at  30,000,000. 

Then : 

„      2Snbh*       ,      ,     .        J,      53333  nfcA* 
P  =  — ^ —  and  reducing,  P  = j . 

For  half  elliptic, /=    '  ^  „,  and  reducing, /=  .000611  -r-. 

1 2  PL*  1j 

For  full  elliptic, /=  i/>  ^t^*  *^^  reducing,/  =  .00133  y 
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Thicknbbs  of  Steel,  iV  ^<3h. 


L 

/ 

Valitbs  or  P  FOR  Vabtino  Valuss  of  nb. 

Half. 

PuU. 

1 

a 

8       \       4 

5             6 

7       1      8 

9 

8 

.09 

.19 

69.4 

189.0 

208.0 

278.0 

847.9  i  416.0 

486.0  555. 0 

625 

4 

.16 

.84 

52.0 

104.0 

156.0 

208.0 

260.01312.0 

864.0 

416. 0 

468 

5 

.25 

.53 

41.7 

83.4 

125.0 

167.0 

209.0 

260.0 

292.0 

384.0 

375 

6 

.85 

.77 

84.7 

69.4 

104.0 

189.0 

174.0 

208.0 

248.0 

278. 0 

812 

7 

.48 

1.04 

29.8 

59.6 

89.4;  119.0 

149.0 

179.0 

209.0 

238.0 

268 

8 

.63 

1.86 

26.0 

52.0 

78.0   104.0 

130.0 

156.0 

182.0 

208.O 

234 

9 

.80 

1.78 

28.1 

46.2 

69.31    92.4   116.0 

189.0 

162.0 

185.0 

208 

10 

.98 

2.13 

20.8 

41.6 

62.41    88.2; 104.0  i 125.0 

146.0 

166.0 

187 

11 

1.19 

2.58 

18.9 

37.8 

56.7     75.6 

94.51113.0 

132.0 

151. 0 

170 

12 

1.42 

3.07 

17.4 

84.8 

52.2 

69.6 

87.0!  104.0 

122.0 

189.0 

157 

18 

1.66 

3.60 

16.0 

82.0 

48.0 

64.0 

80.0'    96.0 

112.0 

128.0 

144 

14 

1.92 

4.17 

14.9 

29.8 

44.7 

59  6 

74.5     89.4 

104.0   119.0 

134 

15 

2.21 

4.79 

13.9 

27.8 

41.7 

55.6 

69.5 

88.4 

97.8   Ul.O 

1-25 

16 

2.52 

5.45 

13.0 

26.0 

89.0 

52.0 

65.0 

78.0 

91.0    104.O 

117 

17 

2.83 

6.16 

12.2 

24.4 

86.6 

48.8 

61.0 

73.2 

85.4     97.B 

110 

18 

3.18.6.90 

11.6 

28.2 

84.8 

46.4 

58.0     69.6 

81.2,    92.8 

104 

Thickness  op  Steel,  i  Inch. 


L 

/ 

Values  op  P  for  Varying  Vaixks  of  nb. 

Hair. 

Pull. 

1       1       2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

5 

.12 

.27 

167.0 

384.0 

501 

668 

835 

1,002 

1,169 

1.836 

6 

.18 

.89 

139.0 

278.0 

417 

556 

695 

884 

973 

1.11« 

7 

.24 

.52 

119.0 

238.0 

357 

476 

595 

714 

833 

95^ 

8 

.81 

.68 

104.0 

208.0 

812 

416 

520 

624 

728 

882 

9 

.40 

.87 

92.5 

185.0 

278 

370 

468 

555 

648 

740 

10 

.49 

1.06 

83.8 

167.0 

250 

833 

417 

500 

588 

660 

11 

.59 

1.29 

75.8 

152.0 

227 

308 

379 

455 

531 

eo^ 

12 

.70!  1.54 

69.5 

139.0 

209 

278 

348 

417 

487 

55^ 

13 

.83   1.80 

64.2 

128.0 

193 

257 

821 

385 

449 

51^ 

14 

.96 

2.10 

59.6 

119.0 

179 

238 

298 

358 

417 

47*7 

15 

1.10 

2.40 

55.6 

111.0 

167 

222 

278 

384 

889 

44^ 

16 

1.25 

2.78 

52.2 

104.0 

157 

209 

261 

313 

365 

4ie 

17 

1.41 

3.08 

49.1 

98.2 

147 

196 

246 

295 

344 

81>^ 

18 

1.59 

8.46 

46.4 

92.8 

139 

186 

282 

278 

325 

3ri 

19 

1.77   8.85 

48.9 

87.8 

182 

176 

220 

263 

807 

8^X 

20 

1.96|4.26 

1 

41.6 

83.2 

125 

166 

208 

250 

291 

8*» 

750 
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Thickness  of  Steel,  -f^  Inch. 


L 

/ 

Valxj«§  of  P  TOl 

I  Vabtino  Values  of  nb. 

Half. 

FiUl. 

1 

8 

8 

4 

5 

6 

' 

8 
1,872 

0 

8 

.21  i 

.46 

284.0 

468.0 

702 

936 

1,170 

1,404 

1.688 

2,106 

10 

.88  1 

.71 

188.0 

876.0 

564 

752 

940 

1.128 

1.316 

1.504 

1.692 

13 

.47 

1.08 

156.0 

812.0 

468 

624 

780 

986 

1.09i 

1.248 

1,404 

14 

.64 

1.40  134.0 

268.0 

402 

536 

670 

804 

938 

1,072 

1,206 

16 

.88 

1.82 

117.0 

234.0 

851 

468 

585 

702 

819 

986 

1,058 

18 

1.06 

2.80 

108.0 

216.0 

824 

432 

540 

658 

756 

864 

972 

20 

1.80 

2.a5 

98.7 

187.0 

281 

875 

469 

562 

656 

750 

848 

22 

1.58, 

8  45 

a5.2 

170.0 

256 

841 

426 

511 

596 

682 

767 

24  ; 1.871 

4.10 

78.2 

156.0 

285 

818 

891 

469 

647 

626 

704 

26 

2.20! 

4.80 

72.1 

144.0 

216 

288 

361 

488 

505 

577 

649 

28 

2.55 

5.59 

67.0 

184.0 

201 

268 

885 

402 

469 

586 

608 

80 

2.98 

6.88 

62.5 

125.0 

188 

250 

818 

875 

436 

500 

568 

a2 

8.88 

7.28!  58.6 

117.0 

176 

284 

298 

852 

410 

469 

527 

84 

8.77 

8.22 

55.2 

110.0 

166 

221 

276 

831 

886 

442 

497 

86 

4.22 

9.28 

52.1 

104.0 

156 

208 

261 

813 

865 

417 

469 

38  4.70  10.80 

I 

49.8 

98.6 

148 

197 

247 

296 

845 

I 

894 

444 

Thicknbas  of  Steel,  \  Inch. 


£ 

/ 

V 

AI.T7K8 

OF  P  roR  Vartino  Values  of 

nb. 

Half. 

Fall. 

1 
278 

556 

8 
884 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

12 

.85 

.77 

1.112 

1,890 

1,668 

1.946 

2,224 

2,502 

14 

.48 

1.04 

288 

476 

714 

952 

1.190 

1.428 

1,666 

1,904 

2.142 

16 

.63 

1.86 

209 

418 

627 

886 

1,045 

1,254 

1,468 

1,672 

1,881 

18 

.79 

1.72 

185 

370 

555 

740 

925 

1,110 

1,295 

1.480 

1,665 

20 

.98 

2.18 

167 

384 

501 

668 

835 

1,002 

1,169 

1.386 

1.503 

22 

1.19 

2.58 

152 

804 

456 

608 

760 

912 

1,064 

1,216 

1,368 

24 

1.41 

3.07 

189 

278 

417 

556 

695 

884 

973 

1.112 

1,251 

26 

1.6G 

8.60 

128 

256 

384 

512 

640 

768 

896 

1,024 

1.152 

28 

1.92 

4.18 

119 

238 

JJ57 

476 

595 

714 

883 

952 

1.071 

80 

220 

4.80 

111 

2'>2 

333 

444 

555 

666 

777 

888 

999 

82 

2.50 

5.45 

104 

208 

312 

416 

520 

624 

728 

832 

986 

84 

2.88 

6.15 

98 

196 

294 

892 

490 

588 

686 

784 

882 

86 

8.18 

6.90 

98 

186 

279 

372 

465 

558 

651 

744 

837 

88 

8.53 

7.70 

88 

176 

264 

352 

440 

528 

616 

704 

792 

40 

8.91 

8.51 

88 

166 

249 

332 

415 

498 

681 

664 

747 

42 

4.82 

9.40 

79 

158 

237 

316 

895 

474 

553 

682 

711 
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Thickness  of  Steel,  VV  IsiCR, 


J, 

/ 

Values 

OF  P  FOR  VaRTINO  VaLUES  OF  fl*. 

Half. 

Pall. 

1 

2 
660 

8 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

16 

.50 

1.09 

825 

975 

1,300 

1.625 

1,950 

2,276 

2,600     2,925 

18 

.63 

1.88 

290 

580 

870 

1460 

1,450 

1,740 

2,080 

2,320     2.610 

20 

.78 

1.70 

260 

520 

780 

1,040 

1.300 

1,560 

1.820 

2,080     2,840 

22 

.95 

2.07 

285 

470 

705 

940 

1.175 

1.410 

1,646 

1.880  1   2,115 

24 

1.18 

2.45 

217 

434 

651 

868 

1,085 

1,302 

1,519 

1.736'   1,958 

26 

1.82 

2.88 

200 

400 

600 

800 

1,000 

1,200 

1,400 

1,600'  1,800 

28 

1.53 

8.85 

186 

872 

558 

744 

930 

1,116 

1,302 

1.488     1.674 

80 

1.76 

3.84 

173 

846 

519 

692 

865 

1,088 

1,211 

1,384  i   1,557 

82 

2.00 

4  86 

168 

326 

489 

652 

815 

978 

1,141 

1,304     1,467 

84 

2.26 

4.93 

158 

306 

459 

612 

765 

918 

1,071 

1,224     1,377 

86 

2.53 

5.52 

144 

288 

432 

576 

720 

864 

1,008 

1,162     1,296 

88 

2.82 

6.15 

137 

274 

411 

548 

685 

822 

959    1.096,   1,288 

40 

8.18 

6.81 

180 

260 

890 

520 

650 

780 

910 

1,040     1,170 

42 

8.45 

7.51 

124 

248 

872 

496 

620 

744 

868 

992'   1,116 

44 

3.78 

8.25 

118 

286 

854 

472 

590 

708 

826 

944  i   1.062 

46 

4.18 

9.00 

118 

226 

339 

452 

565 

678 

791 

904 

1,017 

Thickness  of  Steel,  |  Inch. 


/ 

Valuss 

OF  P  FOB  VaRYINO  VaLTTBS  OF  flft. 

L 

Half. 

Fall. 

1 
875 

2 

8 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

20 

.65 

1.42 

750 

1,125 

1,500 

1,875 

2,260 

2,625 

3,000  1   3,875 

22 

.79 

1.72 

341 

682 

1,023 

1,364 

1,705 

2,046 

2,887 

2,728  1   3.069 

24 

.94 

2.04 

812 

624 

936 

1,248 

1,560 

1,872 

2,184 

2.496     2,808 

26 

1.10 

2.40 

288 

676 

864 

1,152 

1,440 

1,728 

2,016 

2.804     2.592 

28 

1.28 

2.78 

268 

586 

804 

1,072 

1,340 

1,608 

1.876    2,144  1   2,412 

30 

1.47 

3.20 

250 

500 

750 

1,000 

1,250 

1,500 

1.750 

2.000     2,250 

82 

1.67 

8.68 

28i 

468 

702 

936 

1,170 

1,404 

1,638 

1,872     2,106 

84 

1.88 

4.10 

220 

440 

660 

880 

1,100 

1.820 

1.540 

1.760      1.980 

36 

2.12 

4.58 

208 

416 

624 

832 

1.040 

1,248 

1,456    1,664  1   1.8?i 

88 

2.35 

5.12 

197 

394 

591 

788 

985 

1,182 

1.879    1,576     1.773 

40 

2.60 

5.68 

187 

375 

562 

750 

937 

1,125 

1,312  1  1,500      1,687 

42 

2.87 

6.26 

178 

356 

584 

712 

890 

1,068 

1,246    1,424      1,602 

44 

8.15 

6.86 

170 

841 

511 

682 

852 

1,023 

1,193  !  1.864 

1.584 

46 

8.45 

7.50 

163 

826 

489 

652 

815 

978 

1.141  I  1,304 

1,467 

48 

3.75 

8.16 

156 

312 

468 

624 

780 

936 

1,092  1  1.248 

1.404 

50 

4.07 

8.87 

150 

300 

450 

600 

750 

900 

1,050 

1,200 

\;M 
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Thickksbs  of  Steel,  tV  Inch. 


L 

/ 

VaLUSS  of  P  fob  VAXTINe  YALintB  OF 

nft. 

Half. 

FuU. 

^ 

2 

8 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

24 

.81 

1.76 

426 

852 

1,278 

1,704 

2,180 

2,556 

2,982 

8,408 

8.884 

26 

.95 

2.06 

898 

786 

1,179 

1,572 

1,965 

2,858 

2,751 

3,144 

8.587 

28 

1.10 

2.88 

865 

780 

1,095 

1,460 

1,825 

2,190 

2.555 

2,920 

8,285 

80 

1.26 

2.74 

841 

682 

1,028 

1.864 

1,705 

2,046 

2.387 

2,728 

8.069 

82 

1.48 

8.12 

819 

688 

957 

1,276 

1,595 

1.914 

2,288 

2.552 

2.871 

84 

1.62 

8.52 

801 

602 

908 

1,204 

1,505 

1,806 

2,107 

2,408 

2,709 

86 

1.81 

8.95 

284 

568 

852 

1,186 

1,420 

1,704 

1,988 

2,272 

2,556 

38 

2.08 

4.40 

269- 

588 

807 

1,078 

1,845 

1,614 

1,888 

2,152 

2,421 

40 

2.24 

4.88 

255 

510 

765 

1,020 

1,275 

1.580 

1,785 

2,040 

2.295 

42 

2.47 

5.87 

248 

486 

729 

972 

1,215 

1,458 

1,701 

1,944 

2,187 

44 

2.71 

5.90 

282 

464 

696 

928 

1,160 

1,892 

1,624 

1,856 

2,088 

46 

2.96 

6.45 

222 

444 

666 

888 

1,110 

1,882 

1,554 

1,776 

1,998 

48 

8.22 

7.00 

218 

426 

689 

852 

1,065 

1,278 

1,491 

1,704 

1,917 

60 

8.49 

7.60 

204 

408 

612 

816 

1,020 

1,224 

1.428 

1,682 

1,886 

52 

8.78 

8.25 

197 

894 

591 

788 

985 

1,182 

1.379 

1,576 

1,778 

54 

4.08 

8.90 

189 

878 

567 

756 

945 

1,184 

1,828 

1,512 

1,701 

Thickness  of  Steel,  \  Inch. 


L 

/ 

Values  of  P  fob  VABTnte  Valum  of  nb. 

Half. 

Full. 

'      1 

«  I 

-8 

4 

5 

6   !   7   1   8 

9 

80 

1.10 

2.40 

444 

888 

1,882 

1,776 

2,220 

2,664 

8,108 

3,552 

8,996 

82 

1.25 

2.72 

416 

882 

1,248 

1,664 

2,080 

2,496 

2,912 

3,828 

8,744 

34 

1.41 

8.07 

892 

784 

1,176 

1,568 

1,960 

2,352 

2,744 

3,136 

8,528 

86 

1.58 

8.45 

872 

744 

1,116 

1,488 

1,860 

2.282 

2,604 

2,976 

8,348 

88 

1.76 

8.84 

850 

700 

1,050 

1,400 

1,750 

2,100 

2,450 

2,800 

8,150 

40 

1.95 

4.25 

883 

666 

999 

1,882 

1,665 

1,998 

2,381 

2,664 

2,997 

42 

2.16 

4.68 

317 

084 

951 

1,268 

1.585 

1,902 

2,219 

2,586 

2,858 

44 

2.87 

6.15 

803 

606 

909 

1,212 

1,515 

1,818 

2,121 

2.424 

2,727 

46 

2.68 

5.62 

290 

580 

870 

1,160 

1,450 

1,740 

2,080 

2,820 

2,610 

48 

2.82 

6.13 

277 

554 

881 

1,108 

1.885 

1.662 

1,939 

2,216 

2,493 

50 

8.06 

6.65 

266 

582 

798 

1,064 

1,880 

1,596 

1,862 

2,128 

2.394 

52 

3.80 

7.19 

256 

512 

768 

1.024 

1,280 

1.536 

1,792 

2,048 

2,304 

54 

8.57 

7.76 

247 

494 

741 

1.285 

1,482 

1,729 

1,976 

2,228 

56 

3.88 

8.85 

288 

476 

714 

952 

1,190 

1.428  .  1,666 

1,904 

2.142 

58 

4.12 

8.95 

280 

460 

690!  920 

1,150 

1,380  ;  1,610 

1,840 

2,070 

60 

4.40 

9.58 

222 

444 

666   888 

1,110 

1,382 

1,554 

1.776 

1.998 

HELICAL  SPRma  TABLES. 


Tbe  following  tables  are  intended  to  give  the  "solid  iQad" 
and  the  ratio  of  "  free  height "  to  "  solid  height "  for  all  practi- 
cal .  varieties  of  helical  springs.     Springs  designed  by  these 
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tables  will  come  solid  at  a  fibre  strain  of  80,000  pounds  per 
square  inch  (torsional)  in  the  bar,  equivalent  to  100,000  pounds 
direct  strain.  (In  practice  the  solid  load  will  generally  be  from 
5  to  15  per  cent,  greater  than  the  stated  values,  which  are 
deduced  theoretically,  and  are  based  on  a  maximum  strain  of 
80,000  pounds.)  The  most  generally  preferred  ratio  for  size  is : 
D  ^  5d  where  D  =  outside  diameter  of  coil. 

The  free  height  for  any  solid  height  can  be  found  by  simple 
addition,  using  the  values  under  the  nine  digits ;  thus  free 
height  of  spring  of  f  ^-inch  steel,  4  inches  outside  diameter  and 
12  inches  high,  solid,  = 

Value  under  1  (point  moved  to  right) 14.6 

••       2 2.98 

Free  height 17.58 

It  is  customary  to  make  the  static  load  about  one-half  the 
solid  load. 

The  following  formulsB  were  used  in  constructing  the  tables : 

P  =  Load  when  spring  is  down  solid,  in  pounds. 

S  =  Maximum  shearing  fibre  strain  in  bar,  taken  at  80,000 
pounds. 

d  =  Diameter  of  steel  in  inches. 

B  =  Radius  of  centre  of  coil  in  inchef^. 

/  =  Length  of  bar  before  coiling,  in  inches. 

G  =  Modulus  of  shearing  elasticity,  taken  at  12,600,000. 

f  =  Deflection  of  spring  under  load  in  inches. 

11=  Height  of  spring  free  in  inches. 

h  =  Height  of  spring  solid  in  inches. 

Tt  =  3.1416. 
Then: 

Eliminating  and  reducing,  we  have/'  =  — -7tjt~*  *^^  substi- 
tuting  the  proper  constants, /=  .08  — lo-,  and  5'=  A  T 1  +  .08— ^  J ; 
also,  P  =  15,714  ^V 
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DiAMBTBR  OF  STBBL,  ^  ISOH. 


VAX.X7S8  OJ-  ff  FOB  VARYWe  VALUES  OF  h. 

Jf 

J? 

p 

1 

2 

8 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

i 

.094 

41.00 

1.18 

2.86 

8.54     4.72 

6.89 

7.08 

8.25 

9.44 

10.62 

1 

.125 

30.70 

1.82 

2.64 

8.96     5.28 

6.60 

7.92 

9.24 

10.58 

11.90 

.156 

24.55 

1.50 

8.00 

4.50     6.00 

7.50     9.00 

10.50 

12.00 

18.50 

-h 

.188   20.50 

1.72 

3.44 

5.16     6.78 

8.60 

10.32 

12.04 

18.76 

15.48 

i 

.219 

17.55 

1.98 

3.96 

5.94 

7.92 

9  90 

11.88 

13.86 

15.84 

17.82 

i 

.260 

15.35 

2.28 

4.56 

6.84 

9.12 

11.40 

13.68 

15.96 

18.24    20.52 

.281 

13.65 

2.62 

5.24 

7.86 

10.48 

18.10 

15.72 

18.34 

20.96 

28.58 

f: 

.818 

12.30 

8.00 

6.00 

9.00112.00 

15.00 

18.00 

21.00 

24.00 

27.00 

.  L 

.844 

11.20 

8.42 

6.84 

10.26  113.68 

17.10 

20.52 

28.94 

27.36 

30.68 

f 

.876 

10.20 

8.88 

7.76 

11.64,15.52 

19.40 

23.28 

27.16 

31.04 

84.92 

.406 

9.46 

4.38 

8.76 

18.14! 17.52 

21.90 

26.28 

30.66 

35.04 

39.42 

f 

.438 

8.75 

4.91 

9.82 

14.78 

19.64 

24.55 

29.46 

34.87 

89.28 

44.19 

1 

.469 

8.15  1  5.50 

11.00 

16.50 

22.00 

27.50 

88.00 

88.50 

44.00 

49.50 

Diameter  of  Steel,  \  Ikoh. 


1 

Valu«8  of  H  for  Varying  Valubs  of  h. 

D 

R 

P 

1 

2 

8 

4       j       5 

6 

8 

9 

^ 

.188 

164.0 

1.18 

2.86      8.54 

4.72     5.90 

7.08 

8.26 

9.44 

10.62 

A 

.219 

140.5 

1.25 

2.49      3.74 

4.98  1    6.24 

7.481    8.78 

9.97 

11.22 

« 

.250 

123.0 

1.32 

2.64     3.96 

5.281    6.69 

7.92     9.24 

10.56 

11.88 

H 

.281 

109.5 

1.41 

2.81      4.22 

5.62     7.08     8.48     9.84 

11.24    12.65 

f 

.818 

98.5 

1.50 

3.00     4.50 

6.00 

7.50 

9.00 

10.50 

12.00     13.50 

h 

.344 

89.5 

1.61 

3.21 

4.82 

6.42 

8.03 

9.68 

11.24 

12.84!  14.4') 

I 

.875 

82.0 

1.72 

3.44 

5.16 

6.88 

8.60 

10.32 

12.04    13.76  1  15.48 

H 

.406 

75.5 

1.85 

8.69 

5.54 

7.38 

9.24 

11.08  112.98' 14.77  >  16.68 

1 

.488     70.0 

1.98 

3.96 

5.94 

7.93 

9.90 

11.88!  18.86    15.84     17.82 

it^ff 

.460 

65  5 

2.12 

4.24 

6.36 

8.48 

10.60 

12.72   14.84    16.96 

19.08 

H 

.500 

61.5 

2.28 

4.56 

6.84 

9.12 

11.40 

13.68   15.96    18.24 

20.62 

h\ 

.581 

58.0 

2.45 

4.90  1  7.35 

9.80   12.25 

14.70   17.15  i  19.60 

22.05 

H 

.568 

54.5 

2.62 

5.24     7.86 

1 

10.48   18.10 

15.72   18.34   20.96 1  28.58 
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D 

i? 

JL 

.281 

'i 

.818 

f 

.844 

H 

.876 

1 

.406 

lA- 

.488 

U 

.469 

lA 

.500 

H 

.581 

ift 

.568 

H 

.594 

itV 

.625 

U 

.656 

868 
882 
802 
276 
255 
237 
221 
207 
195 
184 
175 
166 
158 


Valusb  of  ff  FOR  Vartino  Valuis  of  h. 


1.18 
1.22 
1.27 
1.82 
1.88 
1.44 
1.50 
1.57 
1.64 
1.72 
1.80 
1.89 
1.98 


2.86 
2.45 
2.54 
2.64 
2.75 
2.87 
8.00 
8  14 
8.28 
8.44 
8.60 
8.78 
8.96 


8.54 
8.67 
8.80 
8.96 
4.18 
4.81 


,10 

.40 

5.67 

5.94 


50 
71 


4. TO 
4.89 
5.07 
5.28 
5.50 
5.74 
6.00 
6.28 
6.56 
6.88 
7.20 
7.56 
7.92 


5.90  I 

6.12 

6.34 

6.69 

6.88 

7.18 

7. 50 

7.86 

8.20 

8.60 

9.00 

9.46 

9.90 


7.08 

7.84 

7.61 

7.92 

8.25 

8.61 

9.00 

9.42 

9.84 

10.32 

10.80 

11.84 

11.86 


8.26 

8.56 

8.88 

9.24 

9.68 

10.05 

10.50 

10.99 

11.48 

12.04 

12.60 

18.23 

18.86 


9.44 
9.78 
10.14 
10.56 
11.00 
11.48 
12.00 
12.56 
13.12 
18.76 
14.40 
15.12 
15.84 


10.62 
10.91 
11.41 
11.88 
12.88 
12.92 
18.60 
14.18 
14.76 
15.48 
16.20 
17.00 
17.82 


Diameter  of  Steel,  i  Inch. 


Valubs 

OF  ff  FOR  Varying  Values  of  / 

t. 

D 

B 

P 

1    i   « 

8 

4 

5 

6           7 

8  ;  9 

1 

1 

.875 

656 

1 
1.18  1  2.86 

8.64 

4.72 

5.90 

7.08     8.26 

9.44 

10.62 

iiV 

.406 

605 

1.21     2.42 

8.68  i  4.84 

6.06 

7.26     8.47 

9.68     10.89 

ll 

.4:}8 

562 

1.25  '  2.49 

8.74     4.98 

6.28 

7.47;    8.72     9.96 

11.21 

lA' 

.469 

525 

1.28     2.56 

3.84 

5.12 

6.40 

7.681    8.96   10.24 

11.52 

li 

.500 

490 

1.32  '  2.64 

8.96 

5.28 

6.69 

7.92     9.24   10.56 

11.88 

lA 

.581 

468 

1.86     2.72 

4.08 

6.44 

6.80 

8.16     9.62   10.88'  12.24 

u 

.663 

487 

1.41      2.81 

4.22  1  5.62 

7.03 

8.48     9.84   11.24.  12.65 

A 

.594 

414 

1.45     2.90 

4.86  1  5.80 

7.25 

8.70110.15  111.60 

18.05 

H 

.625 

394 

1.60     8.00 

4.50  1  6.00 

7.50 

9.00,10.50112.00 

18.50 

H 

.688 

358 

1.61      3.21 

4.82  1  6.42 

8.03 

9.63    11.24112.84 

14.45 

If 

.750 

328 

1.72  !  3.44 

5.16  ;  6.88 

8.60 

10.82    13.04   18.76 

15.48 

n 

.813 

802 

1.85  1  3.69 

5.54     7.88 

9.23 

11.07112.92   14.76 

16.61 

2 

.876 

281 

1.98     8.96 

5  94     7.92 

9.90 

11.88   18.86 

1 

16.84 

17.82 
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Values  of  H  por  Vabtino  Values  of  h. 

D 

R 

P 

1 

8 

8 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

u 

.469 

1.020 

1.18 

2.86 

8.54 

4.72 

5.«0     7.08 

8.26 

9.44 

10.62 

It 

.531 

908 

1.28 

2.46 

8.69 

4.92 

6.15     7.88 

8.61 

9.84 

11.07 

.594 

810 

1.29 

2.58 

8.87 

5.16 

6.45  •  7.74 

9.08 

10.82 

11.61 

If 

.666 

780 

1.85 

2.70 

4.05 

5.40 

6.75     8.12 

9.48 

10.83 

12.19 

IJ 

.719 

668 

1.42 

2.85 

4.27 

5.70 

7.12  >    8.54 

9.97 

11.89 

12.82 

If 

.781 

614 

1.50 

3.00 

4.50 

6.00 

7.50     9.00 

10.50 

12.00 

18.50 

2 

.844 

570 

1.59 

8.17 

4.76 

6.84 

7.93,    9.51 

11.10 

12.68 

14.27 

2r 

.906 

580 

1.68 

8.86 

5.08 

6.71 

8.39   10.07 

11.75 

18.32 

15.00 

2 

.969 

495 

1.77 

8.54 

5.82 

7.09 

8.86,10.68 

12.40 

14.18 

15.95 

2 

1.081 

465 

1.87 

8.74 

5.61 

7.48 

9.85  111.22 

18.09 

14.96 

16.83 

2 

1.098 

489 

1.98 

3.96 

5.94 

7.92 

9.90   11.88 

18.86 

15.84 

17.82 

2il 

1.156 

415 

2.11 

4.22 

6.38 

8.44 

10.55 

12.66 

14.77 

16.88 

18.99 

2| 

1.218 

894 

2.22 

4.44 

6.66 

8.88 

11.10 

18.82 

15.54 

17.76 

19.98 

DiAMBTBB  OF  STBEL,  |  InCH. 


1 

Values 

OF  H  FOB  Varying  Values  of  A. 

D 

R 

P 

1 
1.18 

8 

8 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

U 

.568 

1,470 

2.36 

8.54 

4  72 

5.90 

7.08 

8.26 

9.44 

10.62 

n 

.625 

1,880 

1.22 

2.44 

8.67 

4.89 

6.11 

7.88 

8.55 

9.78 

11.00 

u 

.688 

1.210 

1.27 

2.54 

8.80 

5.07 

6.84 

7.61 

8.88 

10.14 

11.41 

H 

.750 

1.100 

1.32 

2.64 

3.96 

5.28 

6.69 

7.92 

9.24 

10.56 

11.88 

2 

.813 

1,020 

1.88 

2.75 

4.13 

5.50 

6.88 

8.25 

9.63    11.00 

12.38 

24 

.875 

948 

1.44 

2.87 

4.31 

5.74 

7.18 

8.61 

10.05    11.48 

12.92 

2 

.988 

888 

1.50    H.OO 

4.50 

6.00 

7.50 

9.00 

10.50    12.00 

13.50 

2 

1.000 

880 

1.57    3.14 

4.71 

6.28 

7.85 

9.42 

10.99 

12.56 

14.13 

2 

1.062 

780 

1.64;  3.28 

4.92 

6.56 

8.20 

9.84. 

11.48 

13.12 

14.76 

2 

1.125      7861.72 

3.44 

5.16 

6.88 

8.60 

10.82 

12.04 

13.76 

15.48 

2 

1.187,    6981.80 

3.60 

5.40 

7.20 

9.00 

10.80 

12.60 

14.40 

16.20 

2 

1.250 

658  1.89 

3.78 

5.67 

7.56 

9.45 

11.34 

18.28 

15.12 

17.00 

« 

1.812 

681  1.98    8.96 

5.94 

7.92 

9.90 

11.88 

18.86 

15.84 

17.82 
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1! 

2 

I 

24 

ii 

8 


.656 

.719 

.781 

.844 

.906 

.969 

1.081 

1.098 

1.156 

1.218 

1.281 

1.406 

1.581 


2,000 
1,880 
1,680 
1,560 
1.450 
1.360 
1,270 
1,200 
1,140 
1,080 
1,080 
985 
858 


Valttsb  of  H  fob  Vabtihg  Valuxs  of  a. 


1.18 
1.22 
1.26 
1.80 
1.35 
1.89 
1.44 
1.50 
1.56 
1.62 
1.68 
1.88 
1.98 


I 


2.86 
2.48 
2)51 
2.60 
2.69 
2.78 
2.89 
8.00 
8.11 
8.24 
8.87 
8.65 
8.96 


3.54 
8.65 
8.77 
8.89 
4.04 
4.18 
4.88 
4.50 
4.67 
4.85 
5.05 
5.48 
5.94 


4 

5 

4.72 

5.90 

4.86 

6.08 

5.02 

6.28 

5.19 

6.49 

5.88 

6.78 

5.57 

6.96 

5.77 

7.22 

6.00 

7.50 

6.22 

7.78 

6.47 

8.09 

6.74 

8.42 

7.80 

9.18 

7.92 

9.90 

7.08 

7.29 

7.58 

7.79 

8.07 

8.85 

8.66 

9.00 

9.84 

9.71 

10.10 

10.95 

11.88 


8.26 

8.51 

8.79 

9.09 

9.42 

9.74 

10.10 

10.50 

10.89 

11.88 

11.79 

12.78 

18.86 


9.44 
9.72 
10.04 
10.38 
10.76 
11.14 
11.54 
12.00 
12.45 
12.94 
18.47 
14.60 
15.84 


10.62 
10.94 
11.80 
11.68 
12.11 
12.53 
12.99 
13.50 
14.00 
14.56 
15.16 
16.48 
17.82 


DiAlCETBB  OF  STEBL,   i    INCH. 


2,600 
12.400 
2,250 
2.100 
1,970 
1.850 
1,750 
1,660 
1,580 
1.430 
1,310 
1,210 
1,130 


Valubs  of  ff  FOR  Vabyinq  Valubs  of  a. 


1.18 

1.21 

1.25 

11.28 

11.82 

I  1.86 

I  1.41 

11.45 

11.50 

I  1.61 

1 1.72 

,1.85 

1.98 


2.86 
2.42 
2.49 
2.56 
2.64 
2.72 
2.81 
2.90 
8.00 
3.21 
8.44 
8.69 
8.96 


8.54 
3.63 
8.74 
8.85 
3.96 
4.08 
4.22 
4.35 
4.50 
4.82 
5.16 
5.54 
5.94 


4 

6 

4.72 

5.90 

4.84 

6.05 

4.08 

6.24 

5.18 

6.41 

5.28 

6.69 

5.44 

6.80 

5.62 

7.03 

5.80 

7.25 

6.00 

7.50 

6.42 

8.08 

6.88 

8.60 

7.88 

9.23 

7.92 

990 

7.08 

7.26 

7.48 

7.69 

7.92 

8.16 

8.48 

8.70 

9.00 

9.63 

10.82 

11.07 

11.88 


8.26 

8.47 

8.72 

8.97 

9.24 

9.52 

9.84 

10.15 

10.50 

11.24 

12.04 

12.92 

18.86 


9.44 
9.68 
9.97 
10.26 
10.56 
10.99 
U,'H 
11.60 
12.00 
12.84 
18.76 
14.76 
15.84 


10.62 
10.89 
11.21 
11.54 
11.88 
12.24 
12.65 
18.05 
18.50 
14.45 
15.48 
16.61 
17.82 
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Valuxb  of  H  fob  Vabtino  Values  of  A. 

J) 

J? 

P 

1 

8 

8 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

»t 

.844 

8,800 

1.18 

2.36 

8.54 

4.72 

^.90 

7.08 

8.26 

9.44 

10.62 

5J| 

.906 

8,100 

1.21 

2.42 

8.62 

4.83 

6.04 

7.25 

8.46 

9.66 

10.87 

2i 

.960 

2,900 

1.24 

2.47 

3.71 

4.95 

6.19 

7.42 

8.66 

9.90 

11.13 

^ 

1.081 

2,700 

1.27 

2.54 

3.81 

5.08 

6.85 

7.62 

8.89 

10.16 

11.48 

2* 

1.098 

2,550 

1.80 

2.60 

8.90 

5.20 

6.50 

7.80 

9.10 

10.40 

11.70 

2* 

1.156 

2,400 

1.84 

2.67 

4.01 

5.85 

6.69 

8.02 

9.36 

10.70 

12.08 

8 

1.218 

2,800 

1.37 

2.75 

4.12 

5.50 

6.87 

8.24 

9.62    10.99 

12.87 

8i 

1.248 

2,100 

1.46 

2.91 

4.37 

6.82 

7.28 

8.78 

10.19 

11.64 

18.10 

Si 

1.468 

1,910 

1.54 

3.09 

4.68 

6.17 

7.72 

9.26 

10.80 

12.84 

13.89 

81 

1.593 

1.760 

1.64 

8.28. 

4.92 

6.56 

8.20 

9.84 

11.48 

18.12 

14.76 

4 

1.718 

1,680 

1.75 

3.49 

5.24  1  6.98 

8.78 

10,47 

12.22 

18.96 

15.71 

4i 

1.848 

1.520 

1.86 

8.72 

5.58 

7.44 

9.80 

11.16 

18.02 

14.88 

16.74 

4i 

1.968  ;  1,420 

1.98 

8.96 

5.94 

7.92 

9.90 

11.88 

18.86 

15.84 

17.82 

DiAMBTER   OF   STEEL,    \   InCH. 


Yaluks  of  H  for  Varying  Valuis  of  h. 

D        R 

P 

1 

2 

8      i        4 

5 

0 

.  7 

8      '        9 

%k\    .938 

4,100 

1.18 

2.36 

8.54 

4.72 

5.90 

7.08 

8.26 

9.44 

10.62 

21 

1.000 

8.800 

1.21 

2.41 

3.62 

4.82  i  6.03 

7.23 

8.44 

9.64 

10.85 

2f 

1.062 

8.600 

1.28 

2.46 

8.69 

4.92 

6.15 

7.88 

8.61 

9.84 

11.07 

21 

1.125 

8,400 

1.26 

2.52 

8.78 

5.04 

6.30 

7.56 

8.82 

10.08 

11.84 

8 

1.187 

3,200 

1.29 

2.57 

8.86 

5.15 

6.44 

7.72 

9.01 

10.80 

11.58 

8i 

1.812 

2,900 

1.86 

2.70 

4.06 

5.41 

6.76 

8.11 

9.46 

10.82 

12.17 

di 

1.437 

2.650 

1.42 

2.85 

4.27 

5.69 

7.12 

8.54 

9.96 

11.38 

12.81 

33 

1.562 

2.450 

1.50 

3.00 

4.50 

6.00 

7.50 

9.00 

10.50 

12.00 

13.50 

4 

1.687 

2.800 

1.58 

8.17 

4.75 

6.38 

7.92 

9.50 

11.08 

12.66    14.25 

4k 

1.812 

2,100 

1.67 

8.34 

5.01 

6.68 

8.35 

10.02 

11.69 

18.36 

15.08 

41 

1.987 

1,980 

1.77 

8.54 

5.31 

7.08 

8.85 

10.62 

12.89 

14.16 

15.98 

4} 

2.062 

1,860 

1.87 

8.74 

5.61 

7.48 

9.35 

11.22 

13.09 

14.96 

16.88 

5 

3.187 

1,760 

1.98 

8.96 

5.94 

7.92 

9.90 

11.88 

18.86 

15.84 

17.82 
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Valubs  of  H  fob  Vabtiho  Values  of  A. 

2> 

i? 

P 

1 

2 

8 

4 

5 

6,78 

1 

9 

2| 

1.081 

4,900 

1.18 

2.86 

'8.54 

4.72 

5.90 

7.081    8.26     9.44 

10.62 

8* 

1.098 

4,700 

1.20 

2.40 

8.61 

4.81 

6.01 

7.21'   8.41     9.62 

10.82 

8 

1.156 

4,400 

1.23 

2.45 

8.68 

4.90 

6.18 

7.85 1    8.58;    9.80 

11.03 

8t 

1.281 

4,000 

1.28 

2.56 

8.88 

5.11 

6.89 

7.67     8.95   10.22 

11.50 

8V 

1.406 

8,600 

1.88 

2.67 

4.00 

5.84 

6.67 

8.00     9.84   10.67 

12.01 

8} 

1.531 

3,800 

1.40 

2.79 

4.19 

5.59 

6.99 

8.38     9.78   11.18 

12.57 

4 

1.656 

3,100 

1.46 

2.98 

4.89 

5.86 

7.82 

8.78   10.25 

11.71 

13.18 

Ji 

1.781 

2,850 

1.54 

8.07 

4.61 

6.15 

7.69 

9.22,10.76 

12.80 

18.88 

1.906 

2,650 

1.61 

8.23 

4.84 

6.40 

8.07 

9.68   11.80,12.91 

14.52 

4i 

2.081 

2,500 

1.70 

8.89 

5.09 

6.79 

8.49 

10.18   11.88  118.58 

15.27 

5 

2.156 

2,350 

1.79 

8.57  '  5.86 

7.14 

8.98 

10.71    12.50  14.28 

16.07 

51 

2.281 

2,250 

1.88 

8.76     5.64 

7.52 

9.40 

11.28   18.16,15.04 

16.92 

5i 

2.406 

2,100 

1.98 

8.96     5.94 

1 

7.92 

9.90 

11.88118.86115.84 

17.82 

Diameter  of  Steel,  J  Inch. 


Values  of  H  for  Varying  Values  of  A. 


8 

1.125 

5,900 

1.18 

2.86  ' 

8i 

3^ 

1.250 

6,300 

1.22 

2.44  1 

1.375 

4,800 

1.27 

2.54  1 

8J 

1.500 

4,400 

1.82 

2.64 

4 

1.6)5 

4,100 

1.38 

2.75 

4i 

1.750 

3,800 

1.44 

2.87 

4i 

1.875 

3.500 

1.50 

3.00 

4} 

2.000 

3,800 

1.57 

8.14 

5 

2.125 

3.100 

1.64 

8.28 

5i 

2.250 

2,950 

1.72 

3.44 

5+ 

2.375 

2,800 

1.80 

3.60 

5} 

2.500 

2,700 

1.89 

8.78 

6 

2.625 

2,550 

1.98 

3.96 

8.54 
8.67 
8.80 
3.96 
4.J3 
4.81 
4.50 
4.71 
4.92 
5.16 
5.40 
5.67 
5.94 


4.72 
4.89 
5.07 
5.28 
5.50 
5.74 
6.00 
6.28 
6.56 
6.88 
7.20 
7.66 
7.92 


6 

6 

5.90 

7.08 

6.11 

7.33 

6.84 

7.61 

6.69 

7.93 

6.88 

8.25 

7.18 

8.61 

7.50 

9.00 

7.85 

9.42 

8.20 

9.84 

8.60 

10.82 

9.00 

10.80 

9.45 

11.84 

9.90 

11.88 

8.26 

8.56 

8.88 

9.24 

9.68 

10.05 

10.50 

10.99 

11.48 

12.04 

12.60 

18.28 

13.86 


9.44 
9.78 
10.14 
10.56 
11.00 
11.48 
12.00 
12.56 
18.12 
13.76 
14.40 
15.12 
16.84 


10.62 
11.00 
11.41 
11.88 
12.88 
12.92 
18.50 
14.18 
14.76 
15.48 
16.20 
17.00 
17.82 
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Diameter  of  Stbel,  |J  Inch. 


Values 

OP  H  FOR  Vabtino  Valuxs  of  h. 

D 

J? 

6,1*00 

1 
1.18 

8 

8 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

^ 

1.218 

2.86 

8.54 

4.72 

5.90 

7.08 

8.26 

9.44 

10.62 

sj 

1.848 

6,800 

1.22 

2.44 

8.65 

4.87 

6.09 

7.81 

8.58 

9.74 

10.96 

3} 

1.468 

5,yCK) 

1.26 

2.52 

8.78 

5.04 

6.80 

7.56 

8.82 

10.08 

11.84 

4 

1.693 

5,H(K) 

1.81 

2.61 

8.92 

5.28 

6.54 

7.84 

9.15 

10.46 

11.76 

4i 

1.718 

4,000 

1.86 

2.71 

4.07 

5.42 

6.78 

8.14 

9.49 

10.85 

12.20 

a 

1.848 

4,«00 

1.41 

2.82 

4.28 

5.64 

7.05 

8.46 

9.87 

11.28 

12.6J) 

1.968 

iaoo^i.47 

2.98 

4.40 

5.86 

7.84 

8.80 

10.27 

11.74 

18.20 

5 

2.098 

4,n00  1.68 

8.06 

4.59 

6.12 

7.66 

9.18 

10.71 

12.24 

18.77 

5i 

2.218 

3,W)  1.59 

8.18 

4.78 

6.87 

7.96 

9.55 

11.14 

12.74 

14.88 

5i 

2.348 

8,(i<MJ  1.67 

8.88 

6.00 

6.66 

8.88 

9.99 

11.66 

18.82 

14.99 

5i 

2.468 

8,4O0»1.74 

8.47 

5.21 

6.95 

8.69 

10.42 

12.16 

18.90 

15.65 

6 

2.598 

3,300l  1.81 

8.62 

5.48 

7.24 

9.05 

10.86  1 12.67  114.48 

16.29 

6^ 

2.718 

3,100  1.89 

8.78 

5.67 

7.56 

9.45 

11.84 

18.28 

15.12 

17.00 

2.843  :i,nf>0  1.98 

8.96 

5.94 

7.92 

9.90 

11.88 

18.86 

16.84 

17.82 

Diameter  of  Steel,  |  Inch. 


Values  of  H  fob  Varying  Values  of  h. 

D 

n 

P 

1 

1 

8.000' 1.18  i 

2             8 

4 

5 

6       j       7 

8 

9 

8V 

1.812 

2.86  ,  8.54 

4.72 

6.90 

7.08 

8.26     9.44 

10.62 

8 

1.4:3717,3001 1.22  1 

2.43      8.66 

4.86 

6.08 

7.29 

8.51 

9.72     10.94 

4 

1.662;  6,700,  1.25  1 

2.51 

8.76  ;  5.02 

6.27 

7.52 

8.78 

10.03     11.29 

4i 

1.687 

0.200  1.30 

2.59 

8.89 

5.18 

6.48 

7.78     9.07    10.37 

11.66 

4+ 

1.812 

5,800;i.34, 

2.68 

4.03 

5.37 

6.71 

8.05 

9.89    10.74 

12.08 

4J 

1.987 

5,400  1.^9  1 

2.78 

4.18 

5.57 

6.96 

8.35 

9.74    11.14 

12.53 

5 

2.062 

5,100!  1.44 

2.88     4.88 

5.77 

7.21 

8. '65 

10.09    11.54 

12.98 

5i 

2.187 

4.800,1.50 

8.00     4.49 

5.99  ;  7.48 

8.98 

10.48,11.97 

13.47 

^ 

2.312 

4,600,1.55 

8.11  ;  4.66 

6.22 

7.77 

9.82 

10.88 

12.43 

13.99 

5      2.437 

4,800  1.62 

8.28 

4.85 

6.46 

8.08 

9.69 

11.31 

12.92 

14.54 

6      2.562 

4.100,1.69 

8.87 

5.06 

6.74 

8.48 

10.11 

11.80 

13.48 

15.17 

6i     2.812 

8,800  1.83 

3.66 

5.49 

7.82 

9.15 

10.98 

12.81 

14.64 

16.47 

7      3.062 

1 

8,400. 1.98  1 

8.96 

5.94 

7.92 

9.90 

11.88 

18.86 

15.84 

17.82 
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DiAMSTBR  OP  Steel,  {i  Inch. 


Yaluks  or  H  for  Yabtino  Valuks  of  A. 

D 

R 

P 

1 

s 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

3i 

1.406 

9.200 

1.18 

2.86 

8.54 

4.72 

5.90 

7.08 

8.26 

9.44 

10.62 

4 

1.681 

8,500 

1.21 

2.48 

8.64 

4.86 

6.07 

7.28 

8.50 

9.71 

10.93 

4J 

1.656 

7,800 

1.26 

2.50 

3.75 

5.00 

6.25 

7.50 

8.75 

10.00 

11.25 

1.781 

7,800 

1.29 

2.58 

8.87 

5.16 

6.46 

7.78 

9.02 

10.31 

11.60 

4} 

1.906 

6,800 

1.88 

2.66 

8.99 

5.32 

6.65 

7.98 

9.81 

10.64 

11.97 

6 

2.031 

6,400 

1.88 

2.75 

4.18 

5.50 

6.88 

8.25 

9.68 

11.00 

12.38 

5:: 

2.166 

6.000 

1.42 

2.84 

4.26 

5.68 

7.10 

8.62 

9.94 

11.36 

12.78 

5^ 
5! 

2.281 

5,700 

1.47 

2.95 

4.42 

5.89 

7.87 

8.84 

10.31 

11.78 

13.26 

2.406 

5.400 

1.68 

8.06 

4.58 

6.11 

7.64 

9.17 

10.70 

12.22 

13.75 

6 

2.581 

5,100 

1.58 

8.16 

4.74 

6.82 

7.90 

9.48 

11.06 

12.64 

14.22 

6f 

2.781 

4.700 

1.71 

3.41 

5.12 

6.82 

8.53 

10.23 

11.94 

13.64 

15.35 

7 

3.081 

4,300 

1.84 

3.67 

5.51 

7.34 

9.18 

11.01 

12.85 

14.68 

16.52 

7i 

3.281 

3,900 

1.98 

8.96 

6.94 

7.92 

9.90 

11.88 

13.86    15.84 

17.82 

Diameter  of  Stbel,  1  Ikoh. 


Values  op  H  for  Vartino  Valitbs  of  A. 

D 

R 

P 

1 

2 

8 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

4 

1.500 

10,500 

1.18 

2.86 

8.54 

4.72 

5.90 

7.08     8.26 

9.44 

10.62 

4i 

1.625 

9.700 

1  21 

2.42 

8.63 

4.84 

6.06 

7.26 

8.47 

9.68 

10.89 

4^ 

1.750 

9,000 

1.25 

2.49 

8.74 

4.98 

6.24 

7.48 

8.78 

9.97 

11.22 

4} 

1.875 

8,400 

1.28 

2.56;  8.a5 

5.13 

6.41 

7.69 

8.97 

10.26 

11.54 

5 

2.000 

7,900 

1.82 

2.64  1  3.96 

5.28 

6.69 

7.92 

9.24 

10.66 

11.88 

5i 

2.125 

7.400 

1.86 

2.72 

4.08 

5.44 

6.80 

8.16 

9.52 

10.99 

12.24 

5^ 

2.260 

7.000!  1.41 

2.81 

4.22 

5.62 

7.03 

8.43 

9.84 

11.24 

12.65 

5i 

2.875 

6,600 

1.46 

2.90 

4.85 

5.80 

7.26 

8.70 

10.15 

11.60 

13.05 

6 

2.500 

6.800 

1.50 

8.00 

4.50 

6.00 

7.50 

9.00 

10.60 

12.00 

18.50 

6f 

2.750 

5,700 

1.61 

8.21 

4.82 

6.42 

8.08 

9.68 

11.24 

12.84 

14.45 

7 

8.000 

5.200 

1.72 

8.44 

6.16 

6.88 

8.60 

10.82 

12.04 

18.76 

15.48 

7i 

3.260 

4.800 

1.85 

8.69 

5.54 

7.88 

9.28 

11.07 

12.92 

14.76 

16.61 

8 

3.500 

4.500 

1.98 

8.96 

5.94 

7.92 

9.90 

11.88 

18.86 

16.84 

17.82 
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DiAMBTBR  OP  STBEL,    1  j^  INCHE8. 


1                     .    Valuu  of  H  fob  Vartino  Valubs  of 

h. 

D    \      R           P 

1  i  ^ 

8              4       15 

« 

7       1       8       i       9 

t 

1.698  11,800  1.18  12.86 

3.54 

4.72 

5.90 

7.08 

826 

9.44    10.62 

1.718 

10.900  1  21    2.42 

3.63 

4.84 

6.05 

7.26 

8.47 

9:68    10.89 

4J 

1.848 

10.200!  1.24 '2.48 

3.72 

4.96 

6.20 

7.44 

8.68 

9.92    11.16 

6 

1.968 

9,500,1.2812.55 

3.88  '  5.10 

6.88 

7.65 

8.93 

10.20    11.48 

3 

2.098     8.900  1.31  !2.62 

3.93     5.24 

6.55 

7.86 

9.17 

10.48    11.79 

2.218     8,400  1.35 '2.70 

4.04  ;  5.39  !  6.74 

8.09 

9.44 

10.78     12.13 

5J 

2.343  1   8,000>  1.89  1  2.78 

4.17  t  5.50     6.95  '    8.34 

9.73,1112     12.51 

6 

2.468'   7.600*  1.43!  2.86 

4.29  '  5.72     7.15  '    8.58 

10.01    11.44  1  12.87 

6i  12.718 

6.900< 1.52   3.04 

4.56     6.08  1  7.60  ;    9.12  !  10.64  [  12.16  ;  13.68 

7    12  968 

6.»»0  1.63   8.25 

4.88  1  6.50     8.13 

9.75    11.38  ;1H. 00;  14.63 

7i  j  3.218 

5.80011.78 

3.46.  5.19  1  6.92  \  8.65 

10.38    12.11 

13.84,  15.57 

8      3.468 

5.400  1.85 

3. 70 

5.55      7.40     9.25 

11.10    12  95 

14  80'  16.65 

ai  j 3.718 

5.000' 1.98 

8.96 

5.94     7.92     9.90  111.88    18.86 

15.84;  17.82 

R 


DlAMKTKR  OK   StEEI^,    \\  INCHES. 


Values  of  //  Fon  Vauving  Valiks  or  h. 


4| 

1.687 

4 

1.812 

5 

1.937 

5^ 

2.062 

5i 

2.187 

5} 

2.312 

6 

2.437 

6* 

2.687 

7 

2.937 

7* 

3.187 

8 

3.487 

8t 

3.687 

9 

3.987 

18.300 

1.18 

12.400 

1.21 

11,600 

1.24 

10,900 

1.27 

10,300 

1.30 

9,700 

1.34 

9,200 

1.37 

8,300 

1.46 

7.600 

1.54 

7.000 

1.64 

6.500 

1.75 

6.100 

1.86 

5.700 

1.98 

2.36 

2.42 

2.47 

2.54 

2  60 

2.67 

2.75 

2.91  i 

3.09* 

3.28' 

3.49; 

3.72 

3.96! 


3.54 

4.72 

3.62 

4.83 

3.71 

4.95 

3.81 

5.08 

3.90 

5.20 

4.01 

5.35 

4.12 

5.50 

4.37 

5.82 

4.63 

6.17 

4.92 

6.56 

5.24 

6.98 

5.68 

7.44 

5  94 

7.92 

5.90 
6.04 
6.19 
6.35 
6.50 
6.69 
6.87 
7.28 
7.72 
8.20 
8.73 
9.30 
9.90 


7.08 

7.25 

7.42 

7.62 

7.80 

8.02 

8.24 

8.73 

9.26 

9.84 

10.47 

11.16 

11.88 


8.26 

8.46 

8.66 

8.89 

9.10 

9.46 

9.62 

10.19 

10.80 

11.48 

12.22 

13.02 

13.86 


9.44 
9.66 
9.90 
10.16 
10.40 
10.70 
10.99 
11.64 
12.34 
13.12 
13.96 
14.88' 
15.84, 


10.62 
10.87 
11.13 
11.43 
11.70 
12.03 
12.37 
13.10 
13  89 
14.76 
15.71 
16.74 
17.82 
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Diameter  of  Steel,  1^  Inches. 


Valves  or  H  for  .Varyiko  Valiks  op  h. 


4f 

5 

5i 

5i 

5* 

6 

^ 

7 

7i 

8 

8i 

9 

n 


1.781 
1.906 
2.081 
3.156 
2.281 
2.406 
2.656 
2  906 
8.156 
8.406 
8.656 
8.906 
4.156 


p 

^ 

2 

14.800 

1.18 

2.36 

13,800 

1.21 

2.41 

18,000 

1  28 

2.47 

12.200 

1.26 

2.58 

11.500 

1.80 

2.59 

10,900 

1.38 

2.66 

9,900 

1.40 

2.80 

9,000 

1.48 

2.96 

8.800 

1.66 

3.18 

7,700 

1  66 

3.32 

7,200 

1.76 

3.51 

6,700 

1.87 

8.78 

6.800 

1  98 

8.96 

3 

4 

8.54 

4.72 

3.62 

4.82 

8.70 

4  93 

8.79 

5.05 

8.89 

5.18 

8.08 

5  31 

4.19 

5.59 

4.44 

5.92 

4.69 

6.25 

4.97 

6.6:^ 

5.27 

7.02 

5  60 

7.46 

5.94 

7.92 

5.90  I 

6  08| 

6.171 

6.821 

6.481 

6.641 

6  99 

7.401 

7.82  i 

8.29! 

8.78! 

9.83 

9.90! 


08 
23 
40 
58 
77 
97 
89 
88  I  10 
88  10 
95  11 
58  12 
19118 
88  1 18 


9.44 
9.64 
9.86 
10.10 
10.86 
10.62 
11.18 
11.84 
12.50 
12.26 
14.04 
14.92 
15.84 


10.08 
10.85 
11.20 
11.87 
11.66 
11.95 
12.58 
12.82 
14.07 
14.92 
15.80 
16.78 
17.82 


Diameter  of  Steel,  \\  Inches. 


Values  op  H  por  Varying  Values  op  h. 


5 

1.875 

16.400 

5i 

2.000 

15.800 

H 

2.125 

14,500 

5f 

2.250 

ia,700 

6 

2.875 

12,900 

6i 

2.625 

11.700 

7 

2.875 

10,700 

n 

3.125 

9,800 

8 

8.375 

9,100 

81 

3  625 

8,500 

9 

3.875 

7,900 

9^ 

4.125 

7,400 

10 

4.375 

7,000 

1 

2 

8 

*    1 

1.18 

2.36 

8.54 

4.72 

1.21 

2.41 

8.62 

4.82 

1.28 

2.46 

8.69 

4.92 

1.26 

2.52 

8.78 

5.04 

1.29 

2.57 

3.86 

5.15 

1.86 

2.70 

4.06 

5.41 

1  42 

2.85 

4  27 

5.69 

1.50 

8.00 

4.50 

6.00 

1.58 

8.17 

4.75 

6.88 

1.67 

8.34 

5.01 

6.68 

1  77 

8.54 

5.81 

7.08 

1.87 

3.74 

5.61 

7.48 

1.98 

8.96 

5.94 

7.92 

5.90 

7.08 

6.03 

7.28 

6.16 

7.88 

6.80 

7.56 

6.44 

7.72 

6.76 

8.11 

7.12 

8.64 

7.50 

9.00 

7.92 

9.50 

8.85 

10.02 

8.86 

10.62 

9.35 

11.22 

9.90 

11.88 

8.26 

9.44 

8.44     9.64 

8.61 '    9.84 

8.82   10.08 

9.01    10.30 

9.46110.82 

9.96 

11.88 

10.50 

12.00 

11.08 

12.66 

11.69 

13.36 

12.39 

14.16 

18.09 

14.96 

18.86 

15.84 

10.63 
10  85 
11.07 
11.84 
11.58 
12.17 
12.81 
13.50 
14.25 
15.0:^ 
15.93 
16.8:? 
17.82 
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Diameter  op  Stbkl,  liV  Inches. 


1 

r 

Values 

OF  H  FOR  Varying  Values  of  h. 

D 

1.968 

1            2      1      8      1      4            5 

1 
6             7 

8 

9 

5i 

18,000 

1.18,2.86 

3.54 

4.72 

6.90 

7.08 

8.26 

9.44 

10.62 

54     2.098 

16,900 

1.20   2.41 

3.61 

4  81 

6.02 

7.22 

8.421    9.62 

10.83 

5j      2.218 

16,000 

1.23   2.46 

3.68 

4.91 

6.14 

7.37 

8.60!    9.82 

11.05 

6     .  2.348 

15,100 

1.262. 61 

3.77 

5.02   6.28 

7.53  1    8.79    10.04 

11.80 

6^  1  2.593 

13,700 

1.81    2.63 

3.94 

5.25   6.57 

7.88!    9.19   10.50 

11.82 

7     ;  2.843 

12,500 

1.38   2.75 

4.13 

5.51  '6.89 

8.26     9.64   11.02 

12.89 

7i  '  3.093 

11,500 

1.45,2.89 

4.84 

5.78,7.23 

8.67   10.12:11.56 

13.01 

8     1  3.343 

10,600 

,1.52 

3.04 

4.56   6.08,7.60 

9.12!  10  64112.16 

13.68 

8^ 

3.598 

9,900 

|1.60 

8.20 

4.80   6.40 

8.00 

9.60 

11.20112.80 

1440 

9 

3.848 

9,200 

;1.69 

8.87 

5.06   6.74 

8.43 

10.11 

11.80118.48 

16.17 

9^ 

4.093 

8,600 

11.78 

3.56,5.34   7.12 

8.90 

10.68 

12.46:14.24 

16.02 

In  :  4.843 

8,200 

:i.88 

3.75,5.6817.50 

9.88 

11.25 

13  13 

15.00 

16.88 

iio 

4.593 

7.700 

1.98 

8.96 

5.94   7.92 

9.90 

11.88 

18.86 

16.84 

17.82 

5i 
5J 
6 
6i 

7 

7i 

8 

8i 

9 

9i 
10 
lOi 
11 


2.062 
2.187 
2.812 
2.562 
2.812 
8.062 
3.812 
8.562 
8.812 
4.062 
4.812 
4.662 
4.812 


19,800, 

18,700 

17.600 

16.000 

14,600' 

18,400; 

12.400 

11.500 

10,700 

10,100 

9,500 

9.000 

8j600 


Diameter  ok  Steel.  \\  Inches. 

Valuei*  op  H  for  Varying  Values  of  h. 
1      I      2  3  4  5  6  7  8 


1.18 
1.20 
1.23 
1.28 
1.33 
1.40 
1.46 
1.54 
1.61 
1.70 
1.79 
1.88 
1.98 


2.86 
2.40 
2.46 
2.66 
2.67 
2.79 
2.93 
8.07 
8  28 
8.39 
8.57 
3.76 
3.96 


8.54 
8.61 
8.68 
8.88 
4.00 
4.19 
4.89 
4.61 
4.84 
5.09 
6.86 
6.64 
.6.94 


4.72 

5.90 

7.08 

8.26 

9.44 

10.62 

4.81 

6.01  ' 

7.211    8.41 

9.62 

10*82 

4.90 

6.18 

7.86j    8.68 

9.80 

11.08 

5.11 

6.89 

7.671    8.96 

10.22 

11.50 

5.34 

6.67 

8.00     9.34 

10.67 

12.01 

5.59 

6.99 

8.88     9.78111.18 

12.57 

5.86 

7.82 

8.78   10.25 

11.71 

18.18 

6.15  1  7.69 

9.22 

10.76 

12.80 

18.83 

6.46 

8.07 

9.68 

11.80 

12.91 

14.52 

6.79 

8.49 

10  18 

11.88 

18.58 

15.27 

7.14 

8.98 

10.71 

12.50 

14.28 

16.07 

7.52 

9.40 

11.28 

18. 16 

16.04 

16.92 

7.92 

9.90 

11.88 

18.86 

16.841  17.82 
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DrAMiirrEK  of  Steel,  ItV  Inches. 


Values 

OF  n  FOR  VaRTIN«   VaLIEI*  OF 

h. 

l> 

R 

f 

1 

' 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

« 

;» 

«! 

2Am 

21.7WP 

1.18 

2.36 

3.54 

4.72 

5.90 

7.08 

8.26 

9.44 

10.62 

6 

2,2S1 

20,41K> 

1.20 

2.40 

3.61 

4  81 

6.01 

7.21 

8.41 

9.^ 

10.82 

«i 

2.mi 

18.500 

1.25 

2.50 

3.74 

4.99 

6.24 

7.49 

8.74 

9.98 

11.23 

7 

2.7m 

\%,m) 

1.30 

2.00 

3.90 

5.20 

6.50 

7.80 

9.10 

10.40 

11.70 

7i 

3.031 

15,40(i 

1  36 

2.71 

4.07 

5.42 

6.78 

8.14 

9.49 

10.85 i 

12.20 

8 

fl.281 

U,20i) 

1  42 

2.84 

4.25 

5.67 

7.09 

8.51 

9.98 

11.34! 

12.76 

8i 

zrm 

is.2oa 

1,48 

2.96 

4.45 

5.93 

7.41 

8.89 

10.87 

11.86J 

18.34 

0 

8.781 

12,30ti 

1.55 

3.11 

4.66 

6.21 

7.77 

9.82 

10.87 

12.42 1 

18.98 

01 

4.031 

n,60(i 

1  e3 

3.26 

4.89 

6.52 

8.15 

9.78 

11.41 

13.04 

14.67 

10 

;4.2Si 

10,flnO 

1.71 

3.42 

5.13 

6.84 

8.65 

10.26 

11.97 

18.68 

15.39 

lOi 

4.531 

io,y(X> 

1  79 

3.59 

5.38 

7.17 

8.97 

10.76 

12.55 

14.34 

16.14 

11 

4.7^1 

fl.HTMl 

K89 

3.78 

5.67 

7.56 

9.45 

11  34 

13.23 

15.12 

17.00 

lit 

Tj.m\ 

O.UfKl 

1  98 

3.96 

5.94 

7.92 

9.90 

11.88 

13.86 

15.84 

17.82 

Diameter  op  Stkel,  li  Inches. 


Values  of  //  for  Varying  Values  of  A. 


6 

2.250  23,600  1.18 

2.86 

3.54 

4.72 

5.90 

7.08'    8.26 

9.44 

10.62 

'6i 

2.500  21.200  1.22 

2.44 

3.67 

4.89 

6.11 

7.38'    8.56 

9.78 

11. W> 

2.750  19,300  1.27 

2.54 

3.80 

5.07 

6.84 

7.6r    8.88 

10.14 

11.41 

7\ 

3.000;  17.700  1.32 

2.64 

3.96 

5.28 

6.69 

7.92.    9  24 

10.56 

11. W 

8 

8.250116,300  1.38 

2.75' 

4.13 

5  50 

6.88 

8.25     9.63 

11.00 

12. ;w 

8i 

3.500,15.200  1.44 

2.87 

4.31 

5.74 

7.18 

8.61  :  10.05 

11.48 

12.9t> 

9 

3.750  14.200  1.50 

3.00 

4.50 

6.00 

7.50 

9.00110.50 

12.00 

13. 5<) 

9i 

4.000  i  13,300  1.57 

3.14 

4.71 

6.28 

7.8.5 

9.42   10.99 

12.56 

14.13 

10 

4.250  12,500  1.64 

3.28 

4.92 

6.56 

8.20 

9.84111.48 

13.12 

14.70 

lOi 

4.500  11,800  1.72 

3.44 

5.16 

0.88 

8.60 

10.82 '12.04 

18.76 

15. 4v^ 

11 

:4. 750  111,200  1.80 

3.60 

5.40 

7.20 

9.00 

10.80    12.60 

14.40 

16  20 

114 

16.000  10,600  1.89 

8.78 

5.67 

7.56 

9.45 

11.84  118.28 

15.12 

17.00 

12 

!5.250  10,100  1.98 

3.96 

5.94 

7.92 

.  9.90 

11.88   18.86 

15.84 

17.82 
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DCLXXXI.* 
HOLLOW  STEEL  FOROINOS. 

BT   H.    P.  J.   FORTBR,  OHIOAOO,    tLUNOlS. 

(Member  of  tbe  Society.) 

By  this  name  I  do  not  refer  to  steel  forgings  that  haye  been 
forged  solid  under  a  hammer  or  press  and  subsequently  bored, 
but  to  forgings  which  have  been  "  forged  hollow." 

In  order  that  I  may  not  be  misunderstood,  I  will  briefly 
describe  the  process  of  making  the  type  of  forging  referred  to. 
Supposing  that  we  have  designed  a  hollow  shaft  or  roll  or  cylin* 
der  of  outside  diameter  2>,  inside  diameter  D^,  length  X,  and 
solid  volume  {ttD^L,  an  ingot  must  be  cast  solid  on  end  to 
forge  it  from,  having  a  diameter  22),  volume  equal  to  ^TtD^Ly 
but  with  length  ZK  From  the  upper  part  of  this  ingot  25  per 
ceni  is  cut  oflf  and  rejected,  and  a  hole  of  diameter  D^  is  bored 
through  the  longitudinal  axis  of  the  remainder.  The  ingot  is 
then  reheated,  a  mandrel  of  diameter  D^  is  run  through  the 
axial  hole,  and  then  the  mass  is  forged  down  under  a  hydraulic 
press  from  2D  and  length  Z^  to  D  and  Z,  the  inside  diameter 
D^  remaining  the  same. 

The  reasons  for  adopting  this  method  of  producing  hollow 
forgings  are  many  atld  various  and  the  result  of  long  experi- 
menting. In  the  first  place,  as  the  walls  of  hollow  forgings  are 
comparatively  thin,  the  metal  must  be  absolutely  without  flaw 
or  defect  of  any  kind,  homogeneous  throughout,  and  thoroughly 
worked.  For  this  purpose,  therefore,  only  open-hearth  steel  is 
used,  and  of  a  grade  that  will  best  insure  satisfactory  working. 
Its  carbon  may  vary  according  to  the  purposes  to  which  the 
forging  will  finally  be  applied,  but  its  phosphorus  and  sulphur 
should  not  exceed  .04  per  cent.  In  order  that  the  metal  should 
be  sufficiently  worked  to  give  it  strength  and  toughness,  the 
best  practice  requires  that  the  ingot  should  be  at  least  twice  the 
diameter  of  the  finished  forging.     A  24-inch  or  36-inch  shaft  or 

*  Presented  at  the  St.  Louis  meeting  (Maj,  1896)  of  the  American  Society  of 
Mechanical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the  Tranaactiont. 
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roll,  for  instance,  would  be  worked  down  from  48-mcli  and  72- 
inch  ingots  respectively.  Ingots  of  these  sizes  are  liable  to 
contain  "  blow  holes,"  "  piping,"  and  "  segregation."  The  upper 
and  central  portion,  being  the  locality  of  last  cooling,  is  the 
place  where  these  defects  are  apt  to  occur.  As  a  precautionary 
measure,  therefore,  ingots  are  made  from  25  to  30  per  oent  longer 
than  necessary,  so  that  if  any  defects  should  happen  to  occur, 
the  part  containing  them  can  be  cut  oflf.  Of  all  the  various 
methods  that  have  been  devised  to  secure  ingots  which  are  solid 
and  homogeneous  and  free  from  all  of  the  above  defects,  the 
most  efficient  and  most  to  be  depended  upon  is  the  "  Whitworth 
process  of  fluid  compression.'*  This  consists  in  subjecting  the 
metal  in  the  mould,  while  fluid,  to  hydraulic  pressure  up  to  7,000 
tons  if  necessary  (Fig.  64).  This  pressure  is  continued  until 
the  metal  is  solid  throughout,  great  care  being  taken  to  cool 
the  ingot  slowly  and  equally  on  all  sides  to  prevent  strains  or 
cracks  forming  from  Unequal  contraction  (Fig.  65).  After  it  has 
cooled,  the  upper  part  is  cut  off,  and  a  hole  nearly  the  size  required 
in  the  finished  forging  is  bored  through  it  (Fig.  66).  This  cut- 
ting off  of  the  top  and  boring  out  of  the  centre  take  away  those 
portions  of  the  ingot  where  impurities  may  have  concentrated 
and  where  there  may  have  been  a  tendency  toward  "  piping," 
and  we  now  have  a  piece  of  steel  which  is  as  nearly  perfect  as 
can  be  produced,  and  it  is  ready  for  the  forging  process. 

First,  it  must  be  reheated,  and  as  much  care  has  to  be  taken 
in  this  process  as  was  taken  in  its  cooling,  one  being  simply  the 
reverse  of  the  other.  The  heat  must  penetrate  it  slowly  and 
uniformly,  and  its  hollow  shape  now  assists  in  accomplishing 
this  result.  In  reheating  a  solid  ingot,  cracks  are  apt  to  form 
in  the  centre,  owing  to  the  expansion  of  the  exterior  from  more 
rapid  heating.  The  hole  in  the  centre  of  the  hollow  forging, 
however,  allows  the  interior  and  exterior  to  expand  together,  and 
relieves  this  tendency  to  crack.  After  being  reheated,  a  man- 
drel of  the  proper  size  to  fit  loosely  into  the  hole  is  inserted,  and 
the  piece  is  taken  to  the  press,  where  the  metal  is  drawn  out 
over  the  mandrel  to  the  required  dimensions  (Fig.  67). 

One  of  the  primal  requisites  in  forging  is  the  proper  selec- 
tion of  forging  tools,  suitable  in  design  and  power  for  the  work 
in  hand.  The  pressure  applied  in  shaping  a  body  of  steel 
should  be  sufficient  in  amount  and  of  such  character  as  to  pene 
trate  to  the  centre  and  cause  flowing  throughout  the  masa     As 
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this  flowing  of  the  metal  requires  a  certain  amoant  of  time,  the 
required  pressure  should  be  maintained  throughout  a  corre- 
sponding period.  The  hydraulic  press  instead  of  the  hammer 
is  therefore  used  to  work  it  into  shape.  Under  its  action  the 
forging  is  slowly  operated  upon  and  the  pressure  distributes 
itself  evenly  throughout  the  mass,  whereas  under  the  high 
velocity  of  impact  of  the  hammer  the  metal  does  not  have  time 
to  flow,  and  thus  internal  strains  and  possibly  cracks  are  caused. 
The  latter  would  be  fatal  defects,  for,  as  steel  has  not  the 
property  of  welding,  they  cannot  be   remedied.     Besides   the 


Fig.  65— Ingot  solid  as  coming  from  the  mould. 

undesirability  of  using  the  hammer  on  steel  for  the  above  rea- 
sons, it  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  make  a  forging  of  this  char- 
acter exeept  by  the  use  of  the  hydraulic  press.  A  slow  and  even 
pressure  is  absolutely  necessary  to  draw  out  the  thin  cylindrical 
walls  equally  and  make  a  forging  that  is  straight  and  symmetri- 
cal throughout.  The  varying  impact  of  the  hammer  works  the 
metal  so  unevenly  that  the  mandrel  is  apt  to  stick  fast  in  the 
hole.  For  this  type  of  steel  forging,  therefore,  it  is  practi- 
cally imperative  that  the  press  be  used,  and  thus  the  metal  is 
unavoidably  subjected  to  the  best  method  of  treatment. 

During  this  process  of  working  down  the  metal  from  2Z>  to  /> 
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and  extending  it  from  1}  to  L  (Fig.  68),  it  is  probable  that  the 
entire  piece,  or  at  least  the  end  of  it  which  is  being  worked  npon, 
will  have  to  be  reheated  from  time  to  time.  Operating  on  metal 
which  had  become  too  cold  to  flow  would  injure  it  by  disturbing 
the  continuity  of  its  structure,  and  thus  establishing  lines  and 
planes  of  weakness. 

Considering  all  the  manipulation  to  which  the  piece  has  been 
subjected  during  the  process  of  shaping  it  to  the  proposed  design, 
together  with  its  frequent  partial  heatings  and  irregular  cool- 
ings, it  undoubtedly  has  strains  set  up  in  it.     To  relieve  these 


Fig.  66.  — Bored  iugot. 

strains  it  must  be  subjeeterl  to  a  final  treatment  of  "  annealing." 
This  treatment  consists  in  heating  the  forging  slowlyin  a  fur- 
nace and  then  allowing  the  latter  to  cool  down  slowly  with  the 
forging  in  it.  All  forgings,  whether  hollow  or  not,  should  be 
annealed,  otherwise  there  is  a  certainty  of  "forging  strains" 
developing  into  weakness  after  they  have  been  in  service,  caus- 
ing them  to  get  out  of  true,  with  a  possibility  of  their  breaking, 
particularly  if  subjected  to  alternating  stresses  as  in  heavily 
weighted  shafts  or  connecting  rods,  and  especially  piston  rods, 
which  are  subjected  to  changing  temperature.      Annealing  not 
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only  relieves  these  straips,  but  gives  a  finer  grain,  and  increases 
toughness. 

On  this  and  other  treatments  of  steel  after  forging  depend  to  a 
great  extent  its  physical  qualities,  and  its  strength  will  vary  ac- 
cordingly from  that  of  the  best  wrought  iron  to  between  three  and 
four  times  that  amount.  I  refer  not  so  particularly  to  the  '*  ulti- 
mate strength  "  as  I  do  to  the  "  elastic  limit "  and  toughness 
and  ductility,  as  shown  by  the  "  elongation  "  and  "  contraction 
of  area."  Annealing  generally  lowers  the  elastic  limit  slightly 
in  well-made  forgings,  annealed  forgings  showing  it  to  be  about 


Fig.  68. — Shaft  in  process  of  being  forged. 

47  per  cent,  of  the  ultimate  strength.  It  considerably  increases, 
however,  the  "  elongation  "  and  "  contraction."  If  it  is  desired  to 
develop  these  qualities  to  their  fullest  extent  in  any  grade  of  steel, 
"  tempering  "  is  resorted  to.  This  consists  in  heating  the  forg- 
ing to  a  temperature  which  experience  has  shown  to  be  right 
according  to  the  purpose  to  which  the  forging  is  to  be  put,  and 
then  plunging  it  into  a  bath  of  oil  or  other  suitable  liquid.  It 
is  then  carefully  annealed.  This  double  treatment  (which  is 
properly  covered  by  the  one  word  "  tempering ")  tends  to 
harden  it,  breaks  up  the  crystalline  structure  due  to  forging, 
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and  modifies  the  physical  properties  by  increasing  the  elastic 
limit  and  adding  toughness.  Forgings  must  be  hollow  to  be 
tempered  successfully,  to  allow  the  heat  to  be  drawn  from  their 
interior  as  rapidly  as  from  their  exterior  when  they  are  sub- 
jected to  the  cooling  effect  of  the  bath,  otherwise  strains  may  be 
induced  which  result  in  weakening  instead  of  strengthening  them. 
Authorities  on  machine  design  {vide  Unwin,  Seaton,  et  al,)  say 
that  solid  shafts  up  to  10  inches  in  diameter  may  be  subjected  to 
a  fibre  strain  of  9,000  pounds  in  wrought  iron  and  12,000  pounds 
in  steel.  Above  10  inches  in  diameter,  however,  iron  shafts  must 
not  be  subjected  to  more  than  8,000  pounds,  and  steel  shafts  to 
more  than  10,000  pounds.  The  reason  assigned  is,  that  forges 
do  not  possess  hammers  heavy  enough  to  affect  the  centre  of 
shafts  larger  than  10  inches  in  diameter ;  or  if  by  top  steam  or 
long  drop  they  are  able  to  be  felt  through  the  whole  forging, 
the  effect  is  produced  by  velocity  of  impact  rather  than  by 
weight  of  falling  mass.  This,  however,  damages  the  surface, 
having  a  tendency  to  draw  it  out,  and  leave  the  central  portion 
behind,  thus   producing  a  tearing  strain  on  the  core,  causing 


i±-     c^ 


n  T"i — 

Fio.  69.  Fig.  70. 

at  times  actual  cavities.  Heavy  shafts  forged  under  light  ham- 
mers show  the  effect  of  this  treatment  in  having  concave  ends 
(Fig.  69),  while  shafts  forged  under  sufficiently  heavy  hammers 
or  under  the  hydraulic  press  show  bulging  ends,  the  metal  in 
the  centre,  where  it  is  hottest  and  softest,  being  pressed  out 
(Fig.  70).  Another  reason  why  authorities  place  a  higher  safety 
factor  on  large  shafts,  especially  of  steel,  is  on  account  of  the 
liability  of  steel  ingots  to  have  "  piping "  and  other  defects  in 
their  centre. 

With  hollow  forgings  manufactured  under  the  processes  here 
described,  these  objections  are  met  by  using  fluid  compressed 
steel  and  subsequently  taking  out  the  possibly  defective  centre 
altogether.  By  substituting  for  the  centre,  during  the  process 
of  forging,  a  mandrel,  the  latter  acts  as  an  internal  anvil,  and  by 
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this  means  even  in  the  largest  hollow  shafts  the  thickness  of  metal 
worked  upon  can  be  brought  within  the  limits  above  mentioned. 
The  use  of  hydraulic  presses  having  a  capacity  of  from  2,000  to 
14,000  tons,  selected  according  to  the  size  of  the  forging  under 
treatment,  can  leave  no  doubt  in  the  most  incredulous  minds  that 
the  metal  has  been  thoroughly  worked.  Take  for  instance  the 
Ferris  wheel  shaft,  the  largest  ever  made,  32  inches  in  diameter, 
with  a  16-inch  hole  through  it  (Fig.  71).     The  walls  of  this  shaft 


Fig.  71.— The  Ferris  wheel  shaft. 

are  only  8  inches  thick  between  the  mandrel  and  the  press,  and 
the  metal  therefore  is  in  better  condition,  as  far  as  its  physical 
properties  are  concerned,  than  in  an  8-inch  solid  shaft,  the  centre 
or  poorer  portion  of  which  has  not  been  removed. 

By  the  use  of  the  usual  formulae  we  have  a  means  of  compar- 
ing dgures.     For  solid  shafts  of  diameter  (/  in  inches  : 

(1)  When  the  shaft  is  subject  to  ticisting  only, 

Let  T  =  twisting  force  in  pounds  at  end  of  lever  arm. 
r  =  lever  arm  in  inches. 

8  =  safe  shearing  resistance  of   tlie   metal  in  pounds  per 
square  inch. 
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Twisting  moment  Tr  =  moment  of  resistance  =  -r^,  and 


Tr  =  .1968(f«,  and  d  =  f^^'^^^. 


(2)  When  the  shaft  is  subject  to  bending  only, 

Let  B  =  bending  force  in  pounds. 

I  =  distance  between  supports  in  inches. 
t  =  safe  tensile  resistance  of  the  metal  in  pounds  per  square^ 
inch. 

Bending  moment  Jil  ^  moment  of  resistance  =  -qo~*  ^^^ 
Bl  -  .0982rfV,  and  d  =  i/2(~^J' 


And  for  hollow  shafts,  letting  d  and  d'  =  the  outside  and  inside 
diameters  in  in 
above  we  have, 


diameters  in  inches,  as  d*  = -i »  by   substituting  in   the 


/  7«        TMx  8  /    5.1  Tr 

(3)  Tr  ----  .1963  i^-TL^ii.    rf  =  ^   /    _  £«y 

(4)  Bl  =  . 0982^^-=^-     d  =  y/, 


3  /  /     5.1  5/ 

t 


O-S' 


(5)  When  the  shaft  is  subjected  to  both  twisting  and  bending 
simultaneously,  the  combined  strain  may  be  measured  by  cal- 
culating what  is  called  the  equivalent  twisting  moment  T'. 

If  Tr  =  the  twisting  moment  and  Bl  =  the  bending  moment 
as  above,  the  equivalent  twisting  moment 

r=Bl+  \/{Blf  +  (Tr)\ 

Assuming  that  steel  less  than  10  inches  in  thickness  may  be 
submitted  to  a  fibre  strain  of  12,000  pounds  per  square  inch. 
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and  when  10  inches  thick  and  thicker  it  must  not  be  submitted 
to  a  greater  strain  than  10,000  pounds  per  square  inch,  we  may 
so  reduce  the  thickness  of  metal  operated  upon  in  shafts  of 
larger  diameter  than  10  inches,  by  hollow-forging  them,  thai 
the  walls  will  be  less  than  10  inches  in  thickness. 

By  the  above  formulas,  hollow-forged  shafts  are  shown  to 
be  as  strong  or  stronger  than  solid  shafts  of  the  same  diameter. 
Taking  for  example  the  shaft  above  mentioned,  32  inches  out- 
side diameter,  16  inches  inside  diameter,  we  find  that  when 
compared  with  a  solid  shaft  of  the  same  size  it  has  lost  25  per 
cent,  in  weight  and  gained  12  per  cent,  in  strength. 

With  the  substitution  of  steel  for  wrought  iron  in  the  trades 
for  engine  and  miscellaneous  forgings,  the  tendency  has  nat- 
urally been  to  use  a  mild  or  soft  steel  approaching  iron  as 
regards  physical  qualities  and  in  the  ease  with  which  it  can  be 
machined.  Wrought  iron  has  a  low  elastic  limit,  averaging 
about  20,000  pounds  per  square  inch  in  large  sections,  where 
proper  care  is  taken  in  its  production.  Its  strength  is  apt  to  be 
impaired  by  imperfect  welds  and  porous  spots  enclosing  slag 
and  scale. 

Although  mild  steel,  when  of  good  quality,  is  superior  to 
wrought  iron  in  strength,  toughness,  homogeneity,  and  freedom 
from  danger  of  such  defects,  still  it  does  not  possess  the  very 
desirable  quality  of  high  elastic  strength  combined  with  ductility 
or  toughness  in  as  great  a  degree  as  can  be  obtained  without 
danger  in  a  harder  steel,  when  proper  precautions  are  taken  in 
its  manufacture.  In  other  words,  in  the  use  of  ordinary  mild 
steel,  only  a  partial  advantage  is  taken  of  the  most  desirable  qual- 
ities of  steel  which  are  easily  within  reach.  In  some  instances 
where  the  amount  of  machine  work  in  finishing  is  very  great  and 
there  is  ample  margin  of  safety  in  the  design — as,  for  instance,  is 
often  the  case  with  connecting  rods — the  use  of  mild  steel  may 
be  advisable.  Such  steel  contains  about  .20  to  .25  of  one  per  cent, 
carbon,  and  can  be  guaranteed  to  show,  in  specimens  i  inch  diam- 
eter and  2  inches  long  between  measuring  points,  cut  from  full- 
sized  prolongations  of  forgings  or  from  representative  pieces,  a 
tensile  strength  of  not  less  than  57,000  pounds  per  square  inch, 
and  an  elastic  limit  of  not  less  than  27,000  pounds  per  square 
inch,  with  an  average  elongation  of  25  per  cent. 

For  the  general  run  of  engine  forgings,  however,  a  harder  steel 
should  be  used  in  which  a  tensile  strength  of  about  75|000  pounds 
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and  an  elastic  limit  of  35,000  pounds  per  square  inch  can  be  ob- 
tained, together  with  an  average  elongation  of  20  per  cent 

When  proper  precautions  are  employed,  forgings  can  be  made 
with  perfect  safety  of  a  still  higher  grade  of  steel,  and  this  is 
especially  recommended  for  crank  and  cross-head  pins  and  for 
machine  parts  subject  to  severe  alternating  strains  and  wearing 
action.  In  this  grade  of  steel  a  tensile  strength  of  about  85,000 
pounds  and  an  elastic  limit  of  about  40,000  pounds  per  square 
inch  can  be  obtained,  with  an  elongation  of  15  per  cent. 

If  steel  forgings  are  tempered  they  will  possess  still  higher 
qualities  than  those  above  mentioned,  and  can  be  furnished  with 
a  tensile  strength  of  85,000  to  90,000  pounds  and  an  elastic  limit 
of  45,000  to  55,000  pounds  per  square  inch,  and  an  elongation 
of  20  to  15  per  cent. 

By  introducing  about  3  per  cent,  of  nickel  into  the  composi- 
tion  of   steel,  a  finely  granular  or  amorphous    condition   is 


Fig.  72.— a  hollow  shaft  or  roll. 

obtained  in  forgings,  and  the  very  highest  quality  of  steel  is 
attained. 

By  the  combination  of  hollow-forging  and  tempering  this 
nickel  steel,  a  material  is  obtained  excelling  all  others  known  in 
elastic  strength  and  toughness.  As  an  example  of  this  can  be 
mentioned  shafts  made  for  the  United  States  war-ship  Brooklyn. 
These  showed  in  specimens  cut  from  full-sized  prolongations  a 
tensile  strength  of  94,245  pounds,  an  elastic  limit  of  60,775 
pounds  per  square  inch,  an  elongation  of  25.55  per  cent.,  and  a 
contraction  of  area  of  60.58  per  cent. 

Professor  Merriman  is  quoted,  in  a  paper  read  before  the 
Society  of  Naval  Architects  and  Marine  Engineers  in  1893  by 
B.  W.  Davenport,  as  estimating  the  strength  of  these  shafts 
compared  to  solid  shafts  as  follows,  when  strained  to  one-half 
their  elastic  limit : 

1.  Propeller  shaft  United  States  steamship  Brooklyn^  nickel 
steel,  hollow  forged,  outside  diameter  17  inches^  inside  diameter 
11  inches,  weight  19,112  pounds 
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a.  Horse-powers  transmitted  at  50  revolutions  per  minute, 
15,780. 

h.  Load  in  pounds  at  middle  of  a  span  of  12  feet  on  two  sup- 
ports, 276,200. 


Fig.  73. — Field  riog  for  5,000  borse-power  dynamo. 

2.  Simple  steel  shaft,  solid,  13  inches  diameter  (same  weight 
and  sectional  area  as  above). 

a.  Horse-powers  transmitted  under  similar  conditions,  5,130. 
h.  Load  in  pounds  under  similar  conditions,  89,000. 
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Comparative  strength  of  these  two  shafts  as  3  to  1. 

3.  A  solid  shaft  of  simple  steel  of  the  same  strength  as  the 
hollow-forged  nickel-steel  shaft  would  be  18.9  inches  diameter, 
and  weigh  53  per  cent.  more. 

Hollow-forged  fluid-compressed  steel  of  .40  to  .45  of  one  per 
cent  carbon,  and  more  especially  nickel  steel,  oil-tempered,  is 
markedly  adapted  for  piston  rods  of  rock  drills,  mining  machines, 
and  hydraulic  presses,  and  for  drop-hammer  rods,  stamp  stems, 
cam  shafts,  and  similar  pieces  that  are  subjected  to  stress  alternat- 
ing between  tension  and  compression,  or  of  either  kind,  frequently 
repeated.  By  substituting  steel  of  this  grade,  which  would  have 
an  elastic  limit  of  about  60,000  pounds  per  square  inch,  for 
wrought  iron  or  mild  steel,  which  is  generally  used  for  the 
purpose,  and  by  so  proportioning  the  cross  section  that  the 
metal  is  not  strained  beyond  one-half  the  elastic  limit,  so-called 
"  crystallization "  from  shock  or  vibration  does  not  occur  and 
its  life  is  prolonged  indefinitely. 

Undoubtedly  the  best  type  of  hollow  forging,  and  one  which  is 
gradually  being  adopted  both  for  shafts  and  rolls,  is  where 
the  walls  are  of  the  same  thickness  throughout,  the  outside  and 
inside  diameter  varying  together,  both  being  greatest  at  the 
centre,  where  the  strength  is  required,  and  smallest  at  the  bear- 
ings (Fig.  72).  Such  a  shaft  is  built  on  the  principle  of  a 
girder,  and  offers  the  greatest  strength  for  the  least  amount  of 
metal. 

The  ability  to  produce  forgings  of  this  hollow  variety  has  led 
to  their  adoption  in  many  places  where  castings,  both  of  iron 
and  steel,  have  previously  been  used.  This  substitution  has  re- 
sulted in  considerably  lightening  the  dimensions  of  such  pieces 
and  also  the  parts  in  which  they  rest  or  move. 

Prominent  among  hollow  forgings  are  the  Ferris  wheel  shaft, 
32  inches  outside  diameter,  16  inches  inside  diameter,  45  feet 
long,  weighing  89,320  pounds ;  and  shafts  for  the  steamers  Puri- 
tan, Plymouth,  and  Pilgrim  of  the  Old  Colony  Steamboat  Com- 
pany, 20i  inches  outside  diameter,  9  inches  inside  diameter, 
and  weighing  65,832  pounds  each.  Shafts  for  the  navy  are  made 
hollow,  and  those  for  the  steamers  Neio  York,  Pari^,  St.  Louisj 
and  St,  Paul,  of  the  International  Line,  are  21  inches  in 
diameter,  crank  pins  22  inches  diameter,  with  a  10-inch  hole 
through  both.  Field  rings  of  nickel  steel  were  hollow-forged 
for  the  5,000  horse-power  Westinghouse  dynamos  at  Niagara 
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Falls,  11  feet  7|  inches  diameter,  m  inches  thick,  and  4  feet  2| 
inches  wide,  weighing  28,840  pounds  (Fig.  73). 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  scarcely  any  limit,  either  in 

length  or  diameter,  to  the  proportions  of  forgings  which  can 

now  be  made  by  processes  which  have  been  perfected.     In  this, 

as  in  every  other  direction,  the  demand  seems  to  have  been  more 

than  met  by  the  enterprise  of  the  manufacturer,  and  as  a  wide 

field  is  opened  before  them  for  the  display  of  their  prowess, 

it  would  seem  as  if  engineers  are  rapidly  taking  possession 

of  it 

[NoTB. — This  paper  was  presented  hj  its  author  at  an  evening  session,  and 
'was  iUnstrated  \>j  lantern-slides  projected  upon  a  screen  in  the  Convention  Hall. 
Bis  presentation  included  not  only  the  cuts  shown  in  the  paper,  bat  otliers 
related  to  them.  Mr.  John  Fritz  was  persuaded  to  make  a  few  supplementary 
remarks,  which  were  not  reported  as  part  of  the  regular  proceedings  of  the 
meeting.— fife<Tetory.] 
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DCLXXXII.* 

A    STUDY    OF   THE    PROPER    METHOD    OF    DETER- 
MINING THE  STRENGTH  OF  PUMP  CYLINDERS. 

BT  CHARUBS  W.  KKTTELL,  CAXBRIOGK,  XAB8. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

Any  one  who  has  had  to  do  with  the  designing  of  machinery, 
or  structures  of  any  sort  which  are  to  be  subjected  to  pressure, 
must  have  felt  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  stresses  to 
which  the  several  members  are  subjected,  and  for  which  they 
should  be  properly  proportioned.  In  many  cases  it  is  impos- 
sible to  determine  the  proper  dimensions  of  the  various  parts, 
except  by  the  exercise  of  the  judgment  given  by  long  practice, 
or  by  comparison  with  existing  structures  which  have  stood  the 
test  of  time.  In  some  cases,  however^  it  is  possible  to  deter- 
mine the  stresses  with  more  or  less  mathematical  accuracy ;  and 
in  others,  again,  it  is  possible  to  apply  mathematical  processes 
for  the  sake  of  obtaining  results  by  which  the  judgment  shall 
finally  be  guided.  In  all  cases  where  such  processes  are  used, 
they  must  be  preceded  by  a  rigid  analysis  of  the  problem,  so  as 
to  determine  the  actual  extraneous  forces,  since  otherwise  no 
inference  whatever  can  be  drawn  from  the  results  obtained. 

These  remarks  are  especially  applicable  to  the  case  of  cast- 
ings of  complex  form,  and  it  is  the  purpose  of  this  article  to 
indicate  a  method  of  analysis  which  may  be  applied  to  the 
determination  of  the  stresses  in  long  horizontal  pump  cylinders. 
Such  cylinders  are  usually  made  with  an  upper  and  a  lower 
valve  deck,  as  shown  in  the  sections  here  given  (Fig.  74).  The 
sides  are  usually  drawn  with  some  simple  curve,  but  are  some- 
times straight ;  and  sometimes,  to  meet  peculiar  requirements, 
they  are  of  more  complex  form. 

We  will  suppose  the  cylinder  to  be  of  indefinite  length,  and 
analyze  the  stresses  on  a  section  one  inch  long. 

Before  taking  up  the  cylinder  itself,  we  shall  have  to  consider 

*  Presented  at  the  St.  Louis  meetings  (May,  1896)  of  the  American  Society  of 
Mechanical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the  Tramactiofu, 
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the  discharge  chamber,  or  cap,  as  it  is  sometimes  called.  This 
latter  should  be  semicircular,  as  shown  in  section  (Fig.  74),  since, 
in  that  case,  the  metal  will  be  brought  into  simple  tension  only, 
and  the  only  force  which  the  cap  can  bring  upon  the  cylinder 
will  be  a  vertical  one,  as  will  be  shown  farther  on. 

This  being  settled,  we  come  to  the  cylinder  itself ;  and  first  we 
will  say  that  the  valve  decks  must  be  strong  enough  to  resist 
the  bending  action  due  to  the  pressure  upon  their  upper  sur- 
faces, and  the  lower  deck  must  also  withstand  the  direct  tension 
due  to  the  pressure  upon  the  side  walls  of  the  cylinder. 


Fio.  74. 


Fig.  75. 


The  lower  deck  is  thus  subjected  to  bending  stress  and  direct 
tension  simultaneously ;  but  the  upper  deck  is  not,  for  the  fol- 
Ipwing  reason.  When  the  end  of  the  cylinder  under  considera- 
tion is  brought  under  pressure — i.e,,  when  it  is  the  discharging 
end— the  upper  valves  are  open,  and  hence  the  pressure  is  the 
same  upon  the  upper  and  lower  surfaces  of  this  upper  deck, 
which  is,  therefore,  not  subjected  to  bending  stress,  but  only  to 
the  direct  tension  coming  from  the  pressure  upon  the  side  walls 
of  the  cylinder.  On  the  other  hand,  when  the  discharge  valves 
are  closed,  there  is  no  pressure  in  the  part  of  the  cylinder  under 
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them,  and  the  upper  deck  is  then  subjected  to  bending  stress^ 
but  not  to  direct  tension. 

All  this,  however,  is  contingent  upon  the  supposition  that  the 
tension  in  the  valve  decks  acts  at  the  centres  of  gravity  of  these 
decks.  If,  however,  there  is  a  bending  moment  in  the  side  wall, 
where  it  joins  the  upper  and  lower  diecks,  of  such  a  character  as 
to  displace  the  centres  of  action  of  these  tensions  from  the  cen- 
tres of  gravity  of  the  decks,  then  the  upper  deck  will  be  sub- 
jected to  a  bending  stress  besides,  and  simultaneously  with,  its 
direct  tension ;  and  the  lower  deck,  also,  may  have  this  addi- 
tional bending  stress. 

'  Now  suppose  the  cylinder  and  cap  both  to  be  under  pressure, 
and  let  us  consider  the  forces  acting  on  a  section  of  the  cylinder 
one  inch  long. 

Beferring  to  Fig.  74,  let  us  suppose  that  the  resultant  of  the 
extraneous  forces  acting  on  any  section  CD  is  a  couple  M  and 
an  oblique  force  whose  component  normal  to  the  section  is  G. 
Then  we  have  for  the  maximum  fibre  stress  caused  by  the 
couple, 

J\  —  — r» 


in  which  /  is  the  moment  of  inertia  of  the  section,  and  y^  is  the 
distance  of  the  extreme  fibre  from  the  axis. 

n 

For  the  stress  caused  by  the  normal  force  G  we  have  t\  =  —.^ 

in  which  A  is  the  area  of  the  section. 
Hence  for  the  total  stress  we  have 


/=/.+/,  =  ^^v|. 


Now  the  extraneous  forces  acting  on  any  section  as  C  —  2>  are 
four  in  number : 

First  We  have  the  uniform  pressure  p  upon  the  side  walls 
between  the  decks. 

Second.  We  have  the  horizoutal  pressure  P2  acting  upon  the 
vertical  face  EF, 

Third.  We  have  the  action  of  the  cap  upon  the  cylinder,  and 
this  can  be  reduced  to  the  force  Pi  acting  at  the  centre  of  the 
shell.     For,  the  cap  being  semicircular  in  section,  the  stress  on 
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the  metal  is,  843  before  stated,  simply  a  direct  tension  through- 
out, and  hence  at  the  joint  this  tension  is  vertical,  and  equal  to 

in  which  p  is  the  unit  pressure,  and  2^  is  the  inside  width  of  the 
cap,  the  point  of  application  of  Pi  being  taken  at  the  centre  of 
the  shell,  as  shown  in  Fig.  74. 

As  the  cap  is  attached  to  the  cylinder  by  bolts,  it  might  be 
thought  that  its  centre  of  action  ought  to  be  taken  at  the  centre 
of  the  bolts,  instead  of  the  centre  of  the  shell.  But  that  this  is 
not  the  case  can  be  shown  in  two  ways : 

1.  When  pressure  is  brought  upon  the  cap,  which  is  thus 
forced  away  from  the  cylinder,  the  cap  pulls  upon  the  bolts,  but 
it  also  presses  the  outer  edge  of  its  flange  against  the  flange  of 
the  cylinder,  and  the  action  of  the  cap  is  reduced  to  a  vertical 
poll  at  the  bolts  and  a  downward  pressure  at  the  edge;  the 
resultant  of  these  two  forces  being  a  single  force  equal  to  the 
difference  of  the  two,  and  lying  inside  of  the  bolts — i.e.,  at  the 
centre  of  the  shell. 

It  may  be  observed  that  the  tension  of  the  bolts  is  thus 
greater  than  Pi  =  pc  by  just  this  additional  pressure  mentioned 
as  occurring  at  the  outer  edge,  besides  the  pressure  necessary  to 
secure  a  tight  joint — which  last  pressure  does  not,  of  course, 
affect  the  strength  of  the  cylinder,  and  is  not  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  in  the  present  discussion. 

2.  In  the  second  method  of  jvroving  the  correctness  of  the  loca- 
tion assumed  for  the  centre  of  action  of  the  cap  upon  the  cylinder, 
we  will  suppose  that  we  take  a  radial  section  of  the  cap  just 
above  the  flanjge,  as  a— « ,  Fig.  77.  We  can  then  leave  the  joint 
entirely  out  oif  consideration,  and  we  shall  have  for  the  forces 
acting  upon  the  cylinder  the  direct  tension  P^=pc,  which  is  not 
vertical,  and  the  pressure  upon  the  curved  portion  ab  of  the 
shell ;  the  resultant  of  these  two  being  again  the  vertical  force 
P\=p€  acting  at  the  centre  of  the  shell. 

Fourth.  The  last  of  the  extraneous  forces  to  be  considered  is 
the  tension  P^  in  the  upper  valve  deck,  the  amount  and  pentre  of 
action  of  which  depend  upon  the  change  of  form  ttiat  the  cylin- 
der undei^oes  under  pressure.  As  to  its  amount,  it  is  fair  to 
assume  that  P^  is  equal  to  half  the  whole  pressure  upon  the 
vertical  face  A  B  plus  the  pressure  /\, ,  although  it  is  perfectly 
conceivable  that  the  upper  deck  should   be  so  elastic  as  to 
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take  less  than  half  the  load  on  ^^;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
might  be  so  wanting  in  elasticity  as  to  take  more  than  half  this 
load. 

The  centre  of  action  of  P^  is  even  more  uncertain.  If  the 
upper  deck  were  perfectly  jBexible,  and  hence  offered  no  resist- 
ance to  bending,  it  would  act  as  a  tie.  The  stress  on  it  would 
then  be  uniformly  distributed,  and^the  centre  of  the  tension  1\ 
would  be  at  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  section.  Such  a  condi- 
tion is  never  fulfilled.  The  decks  are  made  as  rigid  as  possible 
against  bending.  As  soon  as  pressure  is  brought  upon  the  cyl- 
inder, the  side  walls  tend  to  change  their  form,  and  the  radial 
section  LM,  Figs.  74  and  75,  tends  to  change  its  inclination.    All 


Fig.  76. 


Fio.  77. 


this  tends  to  bend  the  valve  decks  and,  generally,  to  lower  the 
centre  of  the  tension  P3,  in  some  cases  far  below  the  centre  of 
gravity  of  the  section.  Hence,  before  we  can  say  anything  about 
the  centre  of  action  of  P,,  we  must  study  the  stresses  in  the  side 
walls,  and  in  regard  to  these  stresses  we  can  only  say  that  they 
will  lie  between  the  two  following  cases : 

1.  Where  the  side  walls  are  perfectly  free,  and  the  radial 
section  ZJ/can  change  its  inclination  to  suit  the  change  of  form 
caused  by  the  pressure. 

2.  Where  the  side  walls  are  so  rigidly  connected  to  the  valve 
decks  that  the  radial  section  Z J/ preserves  the  same  inclination 
as  before  the  pressure  was  applied. 
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As  the  valve  decks  are  usually  quite  deep  compared  with  the 
thickness  of  the  shell,  and  are  often  stiffened  by  ribs,  and  have 
well  rounded  corners  where  they  join  the  walls,  the  second  case 
is  much  more  nearly  realized  in  practice,  and  probably  represents 
quite  well  the  actual  condition  of  the  cylinder. 

The  problem  is,  therefore,  now  reduced  to  the  discussion  of  a 
curved  piece,  as  shown  in  Fig.  76,  subjected  to  a  uniform  normal 
pressure  /),  to  a  known  force  P„  to  a  force  P4,  which  we  will 
assume  unknown,  and  lastly  to  a  bending  moment  J/o,  likewise 
unknown,  but  which  includes  the  moments  of  the  couples 
required  to  transfer  the  forces  Pi  and  P4  from  their  actual 
centres  of  action  to  the  end  of  the  centre  line  of  the  curved  rib. 

As  the  theory  of  flexure  is  given  in  so  many  text-books  of 
mechanics,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  no  interest  to  elaborate  any 
part  of  it  here,  and  therefore  we  will  assume  the  following  gen- 
eral formula*  for  the  change  of  direction  of  the  tangent  of  a 
curved  piece  subjected  to  a  bending  action  and  an  oblique  force 
at  the  same  time  : 


<>'■■••  ^--i[^i^.-a-. 


in  which 

E=  modulus  of  elasticity ; 
A  =  area  of  section ; 
/=  moment  of  inertia  of  section  ; 
Jf  =  bending  moment  at  any  point ; 

G  =  resultant  force  at  the  same  point,  normal  to  the  section ; 
^2  =  radius  of  the  neutral  axis ; 
J^  =  deflection  of  the  tangent ; 
ds  =  element  of  neutral  line. 

Tension  is  positive,  and  so  also  are  those  bending  moments 
which  tend  to  increase  the  curvature. 

As  r,  is  constant  in  our  case,  and  ds  =  r^(p,  we  can  write 
equation  (1)  in  this  form  : 

(2)    .    .     .       ^^<p=^B^\^M'd<p  +  BSO'dcp, 

*  The  Elementi  of  Graphical  Statics,  A.  J.  Du  Boia,  vol.  ii.,  p.  274. 
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iu  which 


1_ 


^i=^  +  -i-,f  and  jB2=  -7- 


From  Fig.  76  we  have 

(3)  ....      M-=z  P^r^  (sin.  a  —  sin.  (p) 

+  Pi  T-j  (cos.  a  —  cos.  (p) 

-  2prir,  sin.^  (j'-J^ 

in  which  i/i  is  the  unknown  moment  at  IjM, 
Also  from  the  same  Fig.  76  we  get 

(4)  .    0=P,  sin.  (p-{-P,oos,(p  +  2j>r,  sin.^  (^^)- 

Introducing  these  values  of  Jf  and  G  into  equation  (2)  and 
integrating,  we  have 

(6)    —  J^  =  5i    P4r2(^siiLa -f  cos.  ^) +Pir2(^cos.ar— sin.<?^) 
^j  L 

—;?/•,  ^2  [sin.  {a-  (p)  —  {a^  cp)]  +  J/o  <p\ 
+ jBj     —  P4  COS.  ^  +  Pi  sin.  tp  +pri  [sin.  (a  —  <p) 

Now  assume  that  the  rib  is  "  fixed  "  at  the  upper  and  lower 
ends,  and  the  deflection  is  also  zero  at  the  middle  section.  Then 
(5)  becomes  zero  for  9?  =  0  ;  ^  =  « ;  and  <^  =  —  a,  and  we  get 

(6)  Bi  [Pi ^2  —pvi  r2(sin.  «  —  «)]  +  P,  [—  P4  +^1  (sin.  a  -  a)] 

4-  C^O. 

(7)  JBi  [P4  ^2  («  sin.  or  +  COS.  «)  +  Pi  ^2  (a  cos.  a  —  sin.  a) 

+  J/^a]  -f  P2  [-P4 COS.  a  H-  Pi  sin.  a]  +  C=  0. 

(8)  Bi  [P4  r2  (cos.  or  —  a  sin.  ot)  +  P^  r-^  (sin.  ix  —  a  cos.  a) 

—  2^\  ^2  (sin.  2a  —  %x)  —  Jfo  a] 

+  J52[— PiCos-a— PisiiLflr  +j^i(sin.  2a  — 2a)]  +(7  =  0. 
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Subtract  (8)  from  (6)  and  we  get 

(9)  J5,  [P4rj(l  +  AT  sin.  or  —  cos.  a)  — Pir2(8in.  a  —  a  cos.  a) 

—pvi  Vt  (sin.  a  —  sin.  2a  ■\-  a)  +  Mqoc^^ 
+  B2  [P4(co8.  Of  -  1)  +  Pi  sin.  a 
+  pvi  (sin.  a  —  sin.  2a  +  a)']  =  0. 

Also  from  (8)  subtract  (7),  and  we  get 

(10)  .     .     .   jBi  [—  2  P^r^  a  sin.  «  4-  2  Pxr^  (sin.  a—  a  cos.  fl') 

—  i>^i^2  (sin.  2a  —  2a)  —  2  Jfo^'] 

4-  A  [~  2  Pi  sin.  a  4-  j^r^  (sin.  2a  -  2a)]  =  0. 

Multiply  (9)  by  2  and  add  it  to  (10)  and  we  get,  after  re- 
duction : 

(11) /^  =  i>^i  sin.  a, 

as  was,  of  course,  to  be  expected. 

Now,  by  introducing  this  value  of  P4  into  (9),  and  reducing, 
we  get 

(12)     .     i/o  =  7*2     COS.  a ~      pvx  COS.  a  —  Pi 

,   P2  r       /sin.  a  COS.  a       .\        „  sin.  a~\ 

The  last  term  is  so  small  that  it  may  usually  be  neglected. 
When  the  side  walls  are  straight  we  have  7*1  =  rj  =  00  >  ^  =  0, 

and  this   reduces   to   the   well-known   formula  Mq=  —  -^,  in 

which  8  is  the  distance  between  the  valve  decks. 
We  see  from  (12)  that  Mq  is  practically  zero  when 

(13) ^1  =  pT^i  COS.  a, 

or,  in  other  words,  when  the  curve  of  the  rib  is  such  that  its 
centre  is  on  both  the  vertical  and  horizontal  centre  lines  of  the 
cylinder,  and  the  width  of  the  cap  is  such  that 

(14) c  =  7*1  —  versed  sine. 

If  we  introduce  this  value  of  Pi  into  (3),  at  the  same  time  put- 
ting J/o  =  0>  we  shall  find  that  M  is  also  zero.     In  other  words, 
•  if  the  cylinder  is  designed  as  indicated  above,  there  is  practically 
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no  bending  action  whatever  in  the  walls,  which  act  as  part  of 
a  cylinder  only,  and  are  subjected  throughout  to  a  uniform 
tension, 

(15) G^pr,. 

It  now  remains  to  determine  the  centre  of  action  of  the  ten- 
sion in  the  upper  and  lower  decks. 

If  0?!  and  05,,  taken  positive  to  the  right  and  up,  are  the  dis- 
tances of  the  lines  of  action  of  the  forces  P^  and  Pj,  and  CC3  is  the 
distance  of  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  upper  deck  from  and 
above  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  radial  section  LM ;  and, 
lastly,  if  a\)  is  the  displacement  of  the  force  P3  below  the  centre 
of  the  deck,  we  have 

(16)    ...  —  P^Xi  —  P-^i  +  P3  (a^  —  iz^o)  =  M^ 

/.-,  ^  _  P^^  -  P\^\  -  P^^  -  J^o 

(10.     .     .     .   a^  = —     ~  rj • 

The  upper  deck  is,  therefore,  subjected  simultaneously  to  the 
uniform  tension  P„  and  to  the  uniform  bending  moment  P^ ; 
and  the  maximum  fibre  stress  is 

in  which 

Ai  is  the  area  of  the  section ; 

I  is  the  moment  of  inertia ; 

y^  is  the  distance  of  the  extreme  fibre  from  the  neutral  axis. 
It  should  be  observed  that  the  length  of  section  to  be  con- 
sidered in  this  case  is  not  one  inch,  but  is  to  be  determined  by 
the  distance  between  the  valve  seats. 

Similarly  for  the  lower  deck,  if  Xi^  and  Xz  are  the  horizontal 
and  vertical  distances  of  the  centre  of  the  lower  radial  section 
from  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  middle  section  of  the  lower 
deck,  we  have  for  the  bending  moment  at  the  centre  of  this  deck 

(19)      .     .     .      3f^P,x,'-P,x,'^^  +  M,) 
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and  for  the  displacement  of  the  centre  of  action  df  the  tension 
Pi  below  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  deck,  we  have 

(20)    .     .    .    .x^  = p 

This  supposes  that  the  whole  of  the  bending  moment  J/o  comes 
upon  the  lower  deck,  which  is  hardly  ever  the  case  ;  and  it  may 
be  well,  in  any  actual  example,  to  take  advantage  of  the  fact 
that,  by  its  connection  with  the  suction  chamber  or  base,  the 
lower  deck  is  enabled  to  throw  upon  this  base  more  or  less  of 
the  bending  action  coming  from  the  side  walls.  In  fact,  equa- 
tions (19)  and  (20)  are  wholly  based  upon  the  supposition  that 
the  above  connection  is  left  out  of  consideration. 

Let  us  apply  our  formulae  to  the  cylinder  shown  in  Fig.  74, 
determining  the  stresses  in  two  sections  CD  and  LM^  first 
under  the  assumption  that  M^  is  zero,  and,  secondly,  that  Mq 
has  a  value  to  be  determined  by  the  method  indicated  above. 

Firsi.  Side  walls  free,  section  CD : 

i/i  =  0 ;    Pi^pTi  sin.  a;    Pj  =  8p. 
M=^^12p;     G  =  12p 

A  /  =  10.99  p 
f,+f2  =  l8.99p 
For  the  section  LJfwe  have 

M^  31,^0;    G=^n.65p; 
.-./=/,  =  7.76p. 

Second.  Suppose  that  the  cylinder  walls  are  "  fixed  "  at  their 
junction  with  the  valve  decks. 
Then  we  have  from  equation  (12) 

Mo  =2  52 p, 
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and  for  the  Bectioo  CD 

Jr=^  (4.12  + 2.52  »j); 
=:6.64p; 

...  /,  =  |x6.64p  =  17.7i) 

/=/,+/,  =  25.7/11 

For  the  section  LMwe  have 

!/■=  J/,  =  2.52jj; 

.-.  /,  =  I  X  2.52/)  =   6.72p 
/,=  =    7.76/) 

/=/.  +/,  =  1448/.. 

If  the  centre  of  the  carve  had  been  taken  at  0,  malring  the 
radios  of  the  inner  surface  r,  =  11.67,  the  sides  would  have  been 
sabjected  to  a  uniform  tension  of 

11.67/). 

For  the  form  of  cylinder  shown  in  Fig.  75  we  have 
First.  For  the  section  CD,  side  walls  "  free," 

J/o  =  0;  P4  =  8.5p;  P,  =  8p; 

M=l%Ap;    G  =  10p; 

y 

.-./.  =  50.13p 
/«=    6.67  p 

/  =/i  +/« =  56.8p. 

For  the  section  L3f  we  have 

M=Mo  =  0]  (?  =  10.95p; 

.••/=/.  =  7.3p. 

Second.  Suppose  that  the  cylinder  walls  are  "  fixed." 
Then  we  have  from  equation  (12) 

J!fo  =  - 12.47  p. 
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and  for  the  section  CD 

M  =  (18.8  -  12.47)p  =  6.33^ ; 

.•./i  =  l  X  6.33jo=  16.88  JO 
/a=    6.67  j> 

/=/;+/,  =  23.65  p. 
For  the  section  LMwe  have 

.-.  /,  =  I  X  12.47;?  =  33.25;) 
/2=    7.30;> 
/=/+/,  =  40.55  ;>. 

Beferring  to  Pig.  74,  we  find  that  the  centre  of  action  of  the 
tension  in  the  upper  deck  is  0.35  inch  below  the  centre  of 
gravity  of  the  section,  if  there  is  no  bending  moment  at  the 
radial  section;  while  it  is  lowered  only  0.07  inch,  if  the  side 
walls  are  "fixed"  at  this  section. 

Beferring  to  Fig.  75  we  find  the  displacement  is  0.40  inch 
below  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  section,  if  the  side  walls  are 
considered  "  free,"  and  1.80  inches  below  this  centre,  if  the  side 
walls  are  considered  "  fixed." 

It  is  not  claimed  for  this  method  that  the  results  are  as 
definite  as  in  many  other  problems  in  engineering ;  but,  admit- 
ting the  correctness  of  the  analysis  of  forces,  the  conclusions 
follow  irresistibly ;  and  this  analysis  is  founded  upon  well-con- 
sidered and  reasonable  assumptions.  If,  on  the  one  hand,  we 
have  been  able  to  do  no  more  than  show  the  limits  within 
which  the  stress  in  the  cylinder  walls  must  fall,  still,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  no  small  matter  to  know  those  limits  ;  and  the 
guess  work  which  is  too  often  shown  in  estimating  these  stresses 
will  be  avoided,  founded,  as  it  usually  is,  upon  an  imperfect 
understanding  of  the  extraneous  forces.  It  is  certainly  not  cor- 
rect to  assume  that  the  sides  of  the  cylinder  act  as  a  simple 
beam,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  that  they  act  as  part  of  a  cylinder, 
and  hence  are  under  simple  tension  only.  But  it  has  been 
shown  above  that  this  last  result  can  be  attained,  and  the  cylin- 
der be  so  proportioned  as  to  avoid  all  bending  action  upon  the 
sides.     Where  such  a  form  of  cylinder  is  not  attainable,  for  one 
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reason  or  another,  the  method  here  indicated  should  be  applied 
to  several  sections  ;  if  for  nothing  else,  as  a  basis  to  guide  the 
judgment  in  determining  the  thickness  ot  metal. 

In  this  discussion  the  length  of  the  section  has  been  assumed 
as  one  inch,  but  in  any  real  case  the  length  to  be  considered 
will  be  determined  by  the  distances  between  the  yalve  seats, 
measured  lengthwise  of  the  cylinder ;  and  any  other  variations 
of  the  method  to  suit  an  actual  case  will  be  readily  made. 

If  the  centre  of  the  curve  of  the  side  wall  is  not  taken  mid- 
way between  the  decks,  or  if  the  walls  are  made  with  reversed 
curves,  the  method  here  given  can  still  be  followed ;  but  the 
formulae  become  too  cumbersome  for  use  in  their  general  form. 

DISCUSSION. 

Trof.  C.  H.  Benjamin. — During  the  past  year  I  have  conducted 
some  experiments  on  cast-iron  cylinders,  the  results  of  which  I 
hope  at  some  future  time  to  present  to  the  Society. 

So  far  the  experiments  go  to  prove  that  but  little  reliance  can 
be  placed  on  existing  formulas  for  thin  shells  and  cylinder  walls. 

The  uncertain  nature  of  the  material  is  always  a  disturbing 
factor,  any  little  jBaw  or  blow-hole  which  would  otherwise  be 
unnoticeable,  serving  as  a  starting  point  for  a  crack. 

The  flanges  of  the  cylinder  seem  to  exert  more  influence  than 
has  commonly  been  allowed. 

In  several  instances  the  cylinder  has  cracked  around  a  circum- 
ference near  the  flange  instead  of  splitting  longitudinally  as  it 
was  expected  to  do,  showing  that  on  a  cylinder  of  ordinary  pro- 
portions the  flange  exerts  a  restraining  influence  on  the  metal  of 
the  whole  cylinder  to  prevent  splitting. 

The  stretching  of  the  bolts  which  held  the  heads  was  one  of 
the  serious  practical  difficulties,  but  it  effectually  disposed  of  the 
theory  that  the  tension  due  to  screwing  up  should  be  added  to 
the  tension  due  to  internal  pressure. 

Incidentally  the  experimenters  learned  nearly  as  much  about 
the  failings  of  various  highly  recommended  packings  as  about  the 
strength  of  cast-iron. 

Mr.  C.  W.  KdtefL* — The  engineering  profession  cannot  fail  to 
welcome  any  good  and  reliable  experiments  in  the  line  of  their 

*  Author's  Closure,  under  the  Rules. 
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work,  and  the  writer,  therefore,  hopes  that  Professor  Benjamin  will 
present  to  the  Society  at  an  early  date  the  results  of  his  labors. 
Formulas,  however,  will  always  have  to  be  used  more  or  less, 
because  one  cannot  always  subject  a  design  to  test  until  it  has 
been  actually  carried  out.  But  the  use  of  formulas  must  always 
be  governed  by  the  sound  judgment  given  by  experience. 
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DCLXXXIII.* 

THE   WESTERN  RIVER  STEAMBOAT. 

BT  WILLIAM  H.  BBTAX,   BT.  LOUIS,  MO. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

In  a  public  address  delivered  in  1895  at  a  convention  of 
engineers  a  distinguished  speaker  made  use  of  the  following 
language : 

"  The  advances  in  lake  marine  have  been  almost  as  great  as 
those  in  ocean  marine,  but  all  this  time  our  Western  rivers  are 
navigated  by  boats  which  diflfer  little  from  those  which  ran 
upon  them  fifty  years  ago.  They  still  have  the  wooden  hulls, 
the  long-stroke,  high-pressure  horizontal  engine,  the  big  sepa- 
rate side  wheels,  and  the  battery  of  small  boilers ;  their  machin- 
ery is  a  little  better  than  it  was  at  first,  the  pressure  they  carry 
a  little  higher,  but  the  changes  are  so  slight  as  to  be  insignifi- 
cant. The  channels  of  the  principal  Western  rivers  are  being 
constantly  improved  under  the  direction  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, but  as  yet  no  response  has  been  made  to  these  improve- 
ments by  the  radical  improvements  which  ought  to  come  in  the 
boats  and  their  engines.  Much  is  said  of  the  decline  of  river 
business  ;  it  has  declined  because  land  transportation  has  given 
better  and  cheaper  facilities.  Until  the  boats  on  the  Western 
rivers  make  the  same  advance  that  other  tools  of  transporta- 
tion have  made,  this  business  must  continue  to  decline." 

I  rise  to  the  defence  of  the  Western  river  steamer.  It  seems 
proper  that  something  be  said  in  reply  to  such  criticisms  as 
these. 

There  are  some  minor  points  in  which  the  Western  river 
steamer  may  be  improved,  but  in  its  general  design  and  con- 
struction it  is  admirably  fitted  for  the  peculiar  work  which  it 
has  to  do.  Considered,  therefore,  strictly  from  an  engineering 
standpoint,  it  is  a  creditable  structure. 

From  my  earliest  days  I  have  been  closely  associated  with 

*  Presented  at  the  St.  Louis  meeting  (May,  1896)  of  the  American  Society  of 
Mechanical  Eogineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the  Tran$actions. 
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river  interests — ^I  may  almost  say  that  I  was  raised  upon  the 
river — shaving  filled  every  position  on  board  a  steamboat  from 
"  roustabout "  to  master.  With  aU  due  respect  to  the  author 
of  the  remarks  in  question,  I  am  satisfied  that  they  are  open  to 
adverse  criticism  from  the  standpoint  of  personal  experience 
aud  observation. 

The  critic  is  mistaken  in  the  implied  statement  that  the  con- 
struction which  he  criticises  is  still  universal.  There  are  many 
iron-hull  steamers  on  the  rivers ;  there  are  some  short-stroke 
engines  driving  propellers.  In  many  sections  the  stem-wheel 
boats  have  become  more  numerous  than  the  side-wheelers. 
The  machinery,  while  preserving  the  original  characteristics, 
has  undergone  many  improvements  in  detaiL  He  also  over- 
estimates the  improvements  made  by  the  general  government. 
While  the  situation  has  been  somewhat  bettered  in  places, 
there  has  been  no  great  improvement  in  the  low-water  channel 
as  a  whole — certainly  not  enough  to  warrant  any  radical  changes 
in  the  construction  o/  the  steamers. 

He  compares  the  advances  which  have  been  made  in  the 
ocean  and  lake  marine  with  those  on  the  Western  rivers,  very 
much  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  latter.  He  overlooks  the  fact, 
however,  that  the  conditions  of  service  are  radically  different, 
and  these  differences  necessitate — in  fact  compel — differences  in 
the  character  of  the  machinery.  The  boilers  and  engines  of  the 
magnificent  ocean  liners  would  be  as  much  out  of  place,  and 
would  fare  as  disastrously,  on  the  Western  river  steamer,  aa 
would  the  machinery  of  the  latter  if  transferred  to  ocean  ser- 
vice. Machinery  essentially  similar  to  that  employed  on  the 
lakes  has  been  tried  many  times  on  Western  river  steamers. 
Hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  have  been  spent  on  experi> 
ments  of  this  kind,  and  the  restdt  has  always  been  failure. 
Even  the  vertical  engine  has  been  abandoned.  Permit  me, 
therefore,  to  repeat  that — ^barring  unimportant  details — the  ma- 
chinery of  the  Western  river  steamer  is  preeminently  "the 
right  thing  in  the  right  place." 

The  peculiar  conditions  of  service  which  render  necessary 
the  characteristic  types  of  machinery  may  be  stated  as  follows : 
First.  The  necessity  for  light  draught.  For  many  months  of 
the  year — particularly  in  the  upper  rivers — the  depth  of  channel 
is  so  low  that  every  superfluous  pound  of  weight  must  be  done 
away  with,  in  order  that  the  boats  may  be  as  light  draught  as 
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possible.  This  compels  the  use  of  machinery  which  can  be 
worked  to  the  utmost  per  pound  of  weight  From  this  results 
the  necessity  of  high  pressures,  single  cylinders,  and  few  com- 
plications. 

Second.  Bad  feed  water.  The  steamers  as  a  role  most  use 
water  for  their  boilers  directly  from  the  river,  which  water- 
particularly  in  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivers — carries 
large  amounts  not  only  of  mineral  matter  in  solution,  but  of 
finely  divided  particles  of  mud  in  mechanical  suspension,  the 
latter  sometimes  running  as  high  as  one-half  of  one  per  cent  by 
weight.  As  neither  sedimentation,  filtration,  nor  surface  con- 
densers are  practicable,  the  boilers  must  be  so  constructed  as 
to  give  satisfactory  service  with  this  water  fed  directly  to  them. 
The  "battery  of  small  boilers"  usually  found  is,  therefore, 
abundantly  justified  by  the  three  conditions :  getting  the  maxi- 
mum work  out  of  a  given  weight,  carrying  high  pressure,  and 
using  bad  feed  water. 

Third.  Absolute  reliability  required.  Tl^e  channels  are  often 
narrow  and  crooked,  and  steamers  must  find  their  way  on  the 
darkest  nights  among  shoals  and  snags  and  around  short  bends. 
The  engines  must  always  be  under  the  quick  and  positive  con- 
trol of  the  attendant,  whether  to  change  speed,  stop,  or  reverse. 
It  has  been  found  that  all  improvements  in  the  type  of  machin- 
ery necessarily  increase  the  complications  of  parts,  thereby  les- 
sening the  reliability  of  operation  and  increasing  the  likelihood 
of  accident  or  derangement. 

Fourtfu  The  necessity — common  to  all  water  craft — of  having 
the  machinery  occupy  as  little  space  as  possible,  in  order  that 
the  remaining  room  may  be  devoted  to  the  carrying  of  profit- 
able cargoes,  is  nowhere  more  stongly  emphasized  than  in  the 
case  of  the  Western  river  steamer. 

Fifth.  Low  fuel  cost.  Improvements  in  modem  machinery 
are  almost  wholly  in  the  direction  of  reducing  fuel  expenditures. 
After  all,  this  is  a  relatively  unimportant  item,  as  it  usually 
forms  but  a  small  percentage  of  the  total  expense  of  operating 
the  steamer.  Fuel  can  generally  be  purchased  at  short  inter- 
vals along  the  river,  in  abundant  quantity,  of  excellent  quality, 
and  at  a  low  price.  The  steamer  need  only  carry  enough  fuel 
on  board  to  carry  her  to  the  next  point  of  supply. 

Sixth.  The  question  of  first  cost  has,  when  added  to  the  above 
points,  helped  to  prevent  the  adoption  of  higher-priced  machin- 
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erj.  The  average  life  of  a  steamer  is  so  short,  the  rates  of  in- 
Barance  so  high,  and  the  period  of  employment  during  the  season 
so  limited,  as  to  make  it  imperative  that  the  investment  be 
kept  at  a  minimum. 

Experiment  has  demonstrated  that  the  saving  in  fuel  due  to 
improved  machinery  does  not,  as  a  rule,  compensate  for  the 
drawbacks  accompanying  its  use,  such  as  increased  weight, 
space  occupied,  greater  first  cost,  and  less  reliability. 

Personally  I  am  an  advocate  of  the  use  of  iron  or  steel  hulls. 
They  are  already  becoming  common  on  Western  rivers,  and 
would  be  used  almost  universally  if  the  first  cost  were  not  so 
great.  A  few  years  ago  the  cost  was  about  double  that  of 
wooden  hulls,  but  at  the  present  low  price  of  iron  I  believe  the 
cost  would  be  but  little,  if  any,  greater,  if  built  in  yards  specially 
equipped  with  proper  tools  for  the  work.  They  certainly  add 
to  the  steamer's  life,  and  reduce  its  draught. 

Long-stroke  engines  and  side  or  stern  wheels  are  necessary 
on  account  of  the  low  deptli  of  the  channel. 

Two  forms  of  adjustable  cut-offs  have  been  introduced  on  the 
standard  poppett-valve  engine  in  recent  years  with  considerable 
success,  the  "  California"  or  "  Cross,"  and  the  "Rees."  Instead 
of  the  usual  fixed  cut-oflf  of  one-half,  five-eighths,  or.  three- 
fourths,  it  is  adjustable  at  any  point  throughout  the  entire 
length  of  stroke.  While  it  is  an  excellent  feature  to  be  able  to 
vary  the  point  of  cut-off  at  will,  an  early  cut-oflf  is  not  always 
desirable,  as  it  necessitates  larger  cylinders,  greater  weight  and 
first  cost,  to  do  the  same  work.  Furthermore,  the  usual  fly- 
wheel cannot  be  employed.  This  drawback  is  to  some  extent 
remedied  on  stem-wheel  steamers  where  the  two  engines  are 
coupled  at  right  angles.  I  see  no  reason,  however,  why 
some  substitute  for  the  fly-wheel — such,  for  instance,  as  the 
Worthington  high-duty  attachment — could  not  be  employed 
on  side  or  even  stem-wheel  steamers,  in  connection  with  the 
adjustable  cut-oflf,  to  great  advantage. 

I  cannot  agree  with  the  critic  that  the  decline  of  river  trans- 
portation is  due  to  lack  of  improvement  in  the  steamers,  and 
that  the  introduction  of  lake  and  ocean  machinery  would 
rehabilitate  river  traflSc.  In  my  opinion  it  is  due  to  other  easily 
discernible  causes,  and  the  remedy  must  be  found  in  other 
directions. 

Accompanying  this  paper  are  some  characteristic  indicator 
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Fie.  80.— Rees  cut-off.    Preeaare  157  poandB.    Cjlinden  151"  x  T. 
U.  S.  Stftamep  *'  Wm.  Stone." 


Fig.  81.— Larboard  Engine,  **  Phil.  E.  Chappell."    Reva 
28,  Gauge  163.  Scale  100.     Cylinders,  12"  x  36". 


Fio.  82.— Scale  100,  Gauge  142.     Same  Steamer.     Running 
fall  stroke,  and  also  on  **  slow  "  bell. 
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diagrams  taken  from  Western  river  steamers ;  also  detail 
drawings  of  characteristic  steamboat  engines  with  both  *'  Bees  " 
and  "California"  cut-offs,  which  drawings  have  been  cour- 
teoasly  furnished,  for  the  purposes  of  this  paper,  by  the  Missouri 
Biver  Commission,  United  States  Government,  St.  Louis. 

When  compound  engines  have  been  used  on  the  rivers  the 
engineers  soon  learned  the  trick  of  bleeding  a  little  live  steam 
directly  into  the  low-pressure  cylinders,  using  as  much  steam 
this  way  as  the  boilers  could  make.  This  practice  became 
almost  xmiversal,  as  the  loss  in  fuel  was  more  than  made 
up  by  the  increased  speed  and  the   shortening  of  the  time 
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Fig.  88.— Port,  cyl.,  Steamer 


'Octavia."     Steam  135,  Rev.  18i^,  M.E.P.  94.2 
H.P.  201. 


between  the   terminals,   which,  on   long  trips,   resulted   in  a 
considerable  reduction  of  general  expenses. 

Even  were  the  condensing  engine  defensible  &om  other  points 
of  view,  the  adding  of  say  twelve  pounds  to  a  mean  effective 
pressure  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  would  usually  be  a 
gain  so  small  as  not  to  warrant  the  expense  and  complications 
necessary.  On  the  lower  river,  however,  where  there  is  a  deep- 
water  channel  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  compound  en- 
gines with  surface  condensers  furnishing  distilled  water  for 
boiler  use,  and  thereby  permitting  improved  types  of  boilers, 
might  be  entirely  proper.  Fuel  is  more  expensive  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  and  the  saving  on  long  runs  may  warrant  the 
increased  space  occupied  and  greater  first  cost. 
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DISCUSSION. 

Mr.  Oearge  I.  Roekioood. — ^I  notice  in  the  paper  that  the 
author  seems  to  commend  the  practice  of  bleeding  a  little  live 
steam  into  the  low-pressure  cylinder  in  order  to  get  more  speed 
out  of  the  engine.  Would  he  also  approve  of  the  practice  of 
charging  fat  hams  into  the  boiler  furnace  and  seating  members 
of  the  crew  on  the  lever  of  the  safety  valve  ? 

Mr,  M.  L.  Hdmxm. — ^As  an  older  practitioner  on  the  river,  I 
will  answer  Mr.  Rockwood's  question  with  the  author's  permis- 
sion. The  principal  consideration  for  all  hands  in  Mississippi 
navigation  is  to  get  up  the  river  in  the  shortest  possible  time. 

Mr.  William  Kent — ^The  author's  paper  seems  to  me  a  work 
of  supererogation,  since  the  Mississippi  steamboat  needs  no 
defence  before  this  Society.  Since  Mr.  Sweeney  read  his  paper 
in  1888  at  our  Nashville  meeting,  no  one  in  this  Society  has 
ever  attacked  the  Western  rivqr  practice ;  and  he  so  completely 
answered  those  outside  who  may  have  criticised  it  that  nothing 
more  has  ever  been  heard  from  them,  until  the  address  from 
which  the  author  quotes  on  his  opening  page.  We  don't  need 
to  be  told  how  commendable  it  is. 

Mr,  J.  F.  Hddoway. — I  desire  to  add  something  to  what  Mr. 
Bryan  has  said  in  his  paper  about  the  '*  Steamboats  on  the 
Western  Rivers,"  thus  availing  of  the  privilege  of  subsequently 
continuing  a  discussion  which  for  want  of  time  during  the  meet- 
ing was  curtailed.  It  is  often  considered  quite  the  thing,  by 
many  persons,  to  speak  in  a  derogatory  manner  in  reference  to 
what  has  been  accomplished  in  the  West,  especially  in  matters 
pertaining  to  engineering,  and  of  the  m^n  there  engaged  therein, 
and  this,  too,  without  a  full  understanding  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  work  was  done,  or  the  service  which  it  was 
expected  to  perform.  Any  one  familiar  only  with  the  steam- 
boats now  in  use  on  the  Eastern  rivers  and  Long  Island  Sound, 
and  who  had  little  or  no  acquaintance  with  the  navigable  rivers 
in  the  West,  might,  perhaps,  be  excused  for  any  disparaging 
remarks  they  might  be  disposed  to  make  when  for  the  first  time 
they  see  and  examine  a  "Western  river  steamboat,"  for  the 
reason  that,  as  the  splendid  boats  with  which  they  are  familiar 
are  the  outgrowth  of  many  years  of  change  and  improvement, 
they  cannot  understand  why  the  Western  steamboats  have  been 
exempt  from  similar  changes,  and  why  to-day  they  bear  so  close 
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a  resemblance  as  they  do,  to  the  boats  which  floated  on  the 
same  waters  thirty  or  forty  years  ago.  Having  several  years 
ago  had  opportunities  of  observing  navigation  as  condncted  On 
the  Ohio,  Camberland,  Tennessee,  and  Mississippi  Bivers,  I 
learned  something  of  the  difficulties  with  which  the  old-time 
engine  builders  and  the  builder  of  their  hulls  had  to  contend, 
and  I  ^so  learned  that  as  there  had  been  no  change  in  these 
rivers  (except  for  the  worse)  since  the  early  days  when  steam- 
driven  boats  first  began  there  their  struggles  against  strong 
currents,  were  swung  around  their  abrupt  bends,  or  were 
dragged  over  their  shallow  bars,  that  there  could  be  little  or  no 
change  now  made  either  in  the  hulls  of  the  present  boats  or  in 
the  engines  that  propel  them.  To  comprehend  the  reasons 
which  govern  the  design  and  construction  of  steamboats  for  use 
on  Western  rivers,  one  should  have  an  acquaintance  with  the 
rivers  themselves-  It  would  be  an  easy  task  to  build  a  boat 
which  would  navigate  them  when  their  channels  are  filled 
with  water  to  a  depth  of  from  twenty  to  fifty  feet ;  it  is  quite 
another  matter  to  make  the  same  boats  carry  any  considerable 
cargo  when  these  waters  have  fallen  to  a  depth  of  from  twenty 
to  fifty  inches,  or  even  less.  The  apparent  want  of  change  or 
improvement  in  the  construction  of  these  river  steamboats,  and 
which  in  all  respects  are  so  unlike  the  changed  and  improved 
steamers  which  now  float  upon  the  deep  Hudson  or  the  adja- 
cent Sound,  is  not  due  to  the  stupidity  or  want  of  skill  in  the 
engineers  and  builders  of  the  present,  but  is  due  rather  to  the 
skill  and  ingenuity  of  the  engineers  and  builders  of  the  past, 
who  did  their  work  so  well  that  no  considerable  improve- 
ment is  now  possible. 

The  problem  of  carrying  the  largest  possible  load  on  the  shal- 
lowest water  is  one  which  permits  of  no  question,  either  as  to 
the  model,  or  as  to  the  construction  of  the  boat  as  a  whole. 
The  model  must  be  one  which  will  displace  the  largest  amount 
of  water  for  each  foot,  or  inch,  of  submergence,  within  the  limit 
of  the  length  and  beam  given,  and  the  hull  must  be  made  of  the 
lightest,  scantiest  material  possible,  and  still  hold  together. 
All  such  stiffening  devices  used  in  ^other  hulls,  and  known  as 
main,  centre,  sister  or  side-keelsons,  are  unknown  as  such  in  the 
Western  river  steamboats,  and  indeed  would  be  a  disadvantage, 
as  they  would  make  the  hull  too  stiff  and  rigid  to  allow  of 
being  draped  over  sand  bars  by  the  use  of  derrick  spars,  much 
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as  a  lame  man  makes  progress  by  the  aid  of  cratches  under  his 
arms.  The  economy  of  weight  in  the  hull  is  also  observable  in 
the  constructions  of  the  cabin,  whose  stateroom  partitions  and 
other  parts  are  all  made  up  of  the  thinnest  boards  obtainable,  and 
where  the  wood  brackets,  ornamental  or  otherwise,  are  examples 
of  what  a  scroll  saw  can  do  and  still  leave  something  visible. 
In  order  to  get  the  most  power  with  the  least  weight,  horizootal 
boilers  having  in  them  large  return  flues  are  used,  which  hold 
but  little  water,  and  whose  small  shells  are  made  out  of  as  light 
plate  as  can  be  used  and  pass  inspection  under  the  high  pres- 
sure which  they  carry. 

Were  it  not  that  the  water  used  in  these  boilers  is  often  very 
muddy,  other  and  still  lighter  types  of  boilers  would  no  doubt 
be  used.  The  same  controlling  conditions  permit  the  use  of 
non-condensing  engines  only,  and  as  the  steam  cylinders  of 
these  engines  are  the  heaviest  part  of  the  engine,  they  are  sup- 
ported on  long  wooden  frames  or  bed-plates,  which  rest  upon 
the  floor  timbers  of  the  boat,  and  are  notched  on  them,  and  thus 
carry  their  weight  much  as  one  would  use  a  long  ladder  to 
carry  a  weight  over  thin  ice  which  otherwise  wotdd  break  under 
the  load.  The  long  wooden  connecting  rods,  or  "  pitmen,"  as 
they  are  called  on  the  Western  rivers,  are  made  out  of  the 
lightest,  driest  pine  to  be  had,  and  are  strapped  on  either  side 
with  the  thinnest  iron  allowable,  and  they  convey  in  a  horizontal 
position  the  power  of  the  steam  cylinders  to  the  cranks  on  the 
shafts  of  the  side  or  stern  wheels.  These  wooden  "  pitmen " 
have  long  been  a  standing  object  for  criticism,  and  a  topic  for 
ridicule  with  many  *'  new  engineers,"  as  a  relic  of  engineering 
barbarism,  and  yet  I  fancy  no  possible  combination  resulting 
from  engineering  refinements  can  construct  a  substitute  which 
will  produce  as  good  results  in  the  same  place,  for  anything 
like  the  same  weight,  stiffness,  and  cost.  The  valve  gear  of 
these  engines,  when  compared  with  the  elegant  and  exact 
devices  employed  on  modem  engines  of  the  Corliss  type,  or 
those  using  elaborate  and  costly  cams,  or  wipers,  it  must  be 
confessed  do  look  crude,  inaccurate,  and  rough,  and  yet  under 
conditions  where  the  mo^t  refined  modern  valve  gear  would 
prove  a  lamentable  failure,  these  old  and  crude  devices  are  a 
success.  The  reason  which  induced  the  builders  of  engines  for 
these  Western  river  boats  to  adopt  such  peculiar  construction 
could   hardly  be  made  clear  without  a  careful  description  of 
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the  hull  of  the  boats,  and  of  the  varying  conditions  to  which  both 
engines  and  htdls  are  snbjected,  and  under  which  they  must 
operate.  The  steam  cylinders  are  placed  on  foundations  as  unsta- 
ble as  would  be  a  raft,  their  alignment  is  varied  by  the  addition  or 
removal  of  every  ton  of  freight  which  the  boats  carry  when  afloat, 
and  they  are  fcurther  distorted  in  all  directions  when  aground,  or 
when  the  boats  are  being  dragged  over  sand  bars  having  several 
inches  less  of  water  on  them  than  is  required  to  float  the  hulL 
While  the  calm  study  of  the  machinery  of  a  Western  river 
steamboat  while  at  rest  would  be  an  interesting  object  lesson 
to  any  one  at  all  interested  in  such  matters,  it  can  only  be  seen 
at  its  best  at  a  time  when  some  rival  boat  is  striving  with  it  for 
''  the  broom,''  and  close  behind  is  slowly  gaining,  with  roaring 
furnaces  and  chimneys  belching  out  vast  volumes  of  thick 
black  smoke ;  when  all  on  board,  from  the  pilot  above  to  the 
fireman  below,  are  worked  up  to  the  highest  pitch  of  enthusi- 
asm, and  when  engines,  boilers,  engineers,  and  all  concerned  in 
the  management  of  the  boat  are  called  upon  to  show  the  stuff 
which  is  in  them.  '  I  know  of  no  more  exciting  scene  than  was 
often  to  be  witnessed  in  the  days  of  the  old  famous  river  packets, 
which  used  to  ply  between  New  Orleans  and  the  lower  Ohio 
River  ports,  when  a  "  ten-boiler  boat "  was  trying  to  make  a 
record,  or  take  a  wharf  boat-landing  away  from  some  close  fol- 
lowing rival  steamer.  To  stand  on  the  boiler  deck  at  such  a 
time  on  a  big  side-wheel  boat,  when  in  order  to  get  ahead  the 
pilot  had  made  up  his  mind  to  close-shave  a  "  tow-head,"  or 
take  the  dangerous  chances  of  a  new  channel  or  a  new  "  cut- 
offi "  and  when  all  on  board  well  knew  the  risk  he  was  taking, 
and  were  standing  by  to  help  him  through,  or  help  themselves 
if  he  failed,  was  exciting  to  a  degree.  Then  it  was  that  the  two 
most  skilful  and  daring  engineers  were  called  on  watch,  and 
took  their  stand  alongside  of  their  respective  engines,  stripped 
like  gladiators  for  a  tussle  which  soon  came  as  the  clanging 
starboard  bell  rang  out  to  "  slow  down,"  and  the  hasty  ringing 
of  the  "  jingler"  over  the  port  engine  meant  "  crack  it  to  her." 
Then,  as  the  bow  of  the  big  boat  swung,  all  too  slow  to  suit  the 
emergency,  or  the  impatience  of  the  pilot,  a  stopping  starboard 
bell  would  ring,  quick  followed  by  a  backing  one  which  set  the 
engineer  to  wrestling  with  his  "  hooks,"  one  of  which  he  hangs 
up  with  a  cord,  and  the  other  he  picks  up  seemingly  from  some- 
where on  the  platform.     As  the  suddenly  stopped  and  quivering 
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wheel  in  the  swift-flowing  current  hangs  for  a  moment  poised 
on  the  centre,  the  engineer,  grasping  his  ever-at-hand  club  of 
wood,  quickly  thrusts  it  between  the  uprising  rocker  arm  and 
the  lever  that  lifts  the  inlet  poppet  valve,  to  which  widened 
opening  of  the  steam-v^ve  port  the  engine  responds  with  a 
noise  of  escaping  steam  not  unlike  the  roar  of  an  enraged  ele- 
phant when  prodded  with  the  iron  hook  of  his  keeper.  The 
battle  of  the  bells,  thus  begun,  waxes  more  fierce  as  the  excite- 
ment increases.  There  are  bells  to  the  right,  and  bells  to  the 
left,  and  amid  their  discordant  jangle  the  engineers  are  working 
like  mad  as  they  clutch  the  throttle  valve,  open  or  dose  *'  the 
bleeder,"  hook  her  on  "  ahead,"  or  stop,  and  back,  in  sach  rapid 
succession  as  that  soon  neither  they,  nor  any  one  else,  can  tell  how 
far  behind  the  bells  of  the  pUot  they  are.  Then  soon,  amid  the 
wild  roar  of  the  pent-up  steam  as  it  rushes  from  out  the  safety- 
valve  pipes,  the  exploding  exhausts  of  the  engines  which  at  the 
end  of  each  stroke  sound  as  if  a  cylinder-head  had  blown  ofi^ 
and  to  which  is  added  the  shrill  noise  of  the  warning  bell  which 
calls  to  the  firemen  to  **  fling  open  the  furnace  doors,"  there 
comes  from  out  a  huge  trumpet-mouthed  pipe  above  the  head 
of  the  engineers,  and  which  leads  up  to  the  pilot  house,  a  hoarse 
shout,  heard  above  all  else,  partaking  alike  of  command,  en- 
treaty, and  adjectives,  urging  something  or  other  to  be  done, 
and  done  quick,  else  the  boat  and  all  on  >  board  in  a  brief  time 
will  land  in  a  place  which  by  reason  of  the  reputed  entire 
absence  of  water  could  not  well  be  called  a  "  port "  (and  cer- 
tainly is  no  port  mentioned  in  the  boat's  manifests).  This  bat- 
tle of  the  bells,  and  irons,  goes  on  until,  if  in  a  race,  the  rival  boat 
is  passed,  or  crowded  on  the  bank,  or  the  narrow  channel 
widens  out  into  the  broad  river,  when  the  discordant  jangle  of 
bells  gradually  dies  out,  the  tired  engineer  drops  on  the  quiet- 
ing "  cut-oflf  hook,"  lays  by  his  emergency  wooden  club,  and 
wiping  the  sweat  from  his  heated  brow,  comes  ^own  from  the 
footboard  to  catch  a  breath  of  the  cool  air  which  sweeps  over 
the  guards,  and  to  formulate  in  his  mind  the  story  which 
he  will  have  to  tell  of  the  race  just  over,  or  the  perils  just  past. 
But  the  famous  old-time  flyers  which  before  the  war  tore  their 
way  up  and  down  through  the  muddy  waters  of  these  Western 
rivers  are  all  gone,  the  marvellously  skilled  pilots  of  those  days 
have  gone  too,  who,  through  the  darkest  hours  of  the  darkest 
nights,  knew  to  within  a  few  feet  just  where  their  boats  were, 
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and  what  was  on  the  right,  or  left,  or  beneath  them  which  was 
to  be  shnnned.  The  engineers,  who,  with  a  courage  bom  and 
nurtured  amid  the  vicissitudes  of  a  backwoods  life,  and  with 
an  experience  and  skill  the  outgrowth  of  trials  and  dangers 
gone  through,  have  also  passed  away,  and  to  the  generation  of 
the  present  are  unhonored  and  unknown,  as  are  the  men  who 
designed  and  built  the  hulls,  and  the  workmen  who  with  crude 
and  scant  tools  built  for  them  the  machinery  they  so  well 
planned  and  handled. 

Who  they  were,  and  where  they  lie,  is  known  to  but  few,  if 
any.  Did  I  but  know  their  final  resting-place,  I  would,  like 
''  Old  Mortality,"  wish  to  carve  anew,  and  deep,  the  fading  rec- 
ords of  their  life  and  death,  which  time  has  so  nearly  obliter- 
ated, and  to  herald  abroad  the  praise  and  honor  due  them  as 
the  designers,  builders,  and  engineers  of  the  old-time  "  West- 
em  river  steamboats." 

Mr.  WiUiam  H.  Bryan,* — I  am  much  gratified  to  note  that  I 
have  overestimated  the  extent  to  which  recent  unfavorable  criti- 
cisms of  the  Western  river  steamer  have  met  with  credence  and 
support  The  standing  of  the  writer  of  the  article  to  which  my 
opening  paragraph  referred,  and  of  the  Society  before  which  it 
was  presented,  seemed  to  give  it  an  importance  which  further 
investigation  does  not  seem  to  have  justified.  In  view  of  the 
\t^\  ^^^  ^^  defenders  of  the  original  critic's  position,  and  the  very 

U  t^\  general  approval  of  the  design  of  the  Western  river  steamer  by 

jj^e^'A  members  of  this  Society— supposedly  well  competent  to  judge 

jhte^  \  —I  feel  rather  like  apologizing  for  having  supposed  otherwise. 

cb^'*-g  »  Author's  closure,  under  the  Rules. 
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DCLXXXIT.* 

THE  EFFECT,  UPON  THE  DIAGRAMS,  OF  LONG  PIPE- 
CONNECTIONS  FOR  STEAM-ENGINE  INDICATORS. 

BT   W.   r.   M.   009B,   LAPATBTTS,  IXD. 

(Member  of  the  Socletj.) 

The  experiments  which  serve  as  a  basis  for  this  paper  were 
developed  in  the  engineering  laboratory  of  Pordue  University 
by  Mr.  Paul  W.  Covert,  t  to  whom,  also,  the  writer  is  indebted 
for  many  courtesies. 

The  facts  presented  are  grouped  under  several  heads,  as  fol- 
lows :  L,  Purpose  of  the  Work  ;  II.,  Apparatus  and  Methods ; 
m.,  Analysis  of  Besults ;  IV.,  Conclusions. 

L   PUBPOSB  OP  THE  WOBK. 

The  excellence  of  the  modem  steam-engine  indicator,  and  a 
growing  appreciation  of  its  value,  have  operated  in  recent  years 
greatly  to  extend  its  use.  It  serves  the  designer  of  a  proposed 
engine  by  disclosing  to  him  the  performance  of  those  already 
existing,  its  aid  is  a  guide  in  the  adjustment  of  the  new  engine, 
and  its  record  is  an  important  factor  in  a  determination  of  the 
power  and  efficiency  of  the  completed  machine.  The  record  of 
the  indicator  is,  also,  often  accepted  as  conclusive  in  the  settle- 
ment of  important  matters  of  business,  and  in  the  development  of 
interesting  questions  in  science.  It  is  well,  therefore,  that  every 
condition  affecting  its  accuracy  be  known  and  appreciated. 

It  is  commonly  assumed  that  any  one*  understanding  the 
action  of  the  indicator  is  competent  to  apply  it  and  to  inter- 
pret the  results  which  it  gives ;  and  it  is  true  that,  viewing  the 
instrument  as  an  educational  means,  its  widest  use  is  justifi- 
able. But  reliable  results  with  the  indicator  are  not  obtained 
by  chance,  nor  by  dependence  upon  fine  mechanism  alone,  but 

*  PreBented  at  the  St.  Louis  meeting  (May,  1896)  of  the  American  Societj  of 
Mechanical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the  Transacliont. 

\  Thetis — **  Effect  of  Pipe  Connections  on  the  Form  of  Indicator  Cards, "  by 
Paul  W.  Covert,  B.M.E.,  Purdue  University,  1895. 
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rather  bj  an  intelligent  application  of  the  instrument  and  by 
watchful  and  painstaking  manipulation.  As  has  been  said  of 
liberty,  so  it  may  be  said  of  reliable  indicator  cards — their  price 
is  "  eternal  vigilance."  In  general,  one  is  not  justified  in  accept- 
ing a  diagram  as  a  basis  for  safe  conclusions  unless  yery  much 
more  is  known  about  it  than  the  information  given  by  its 
outline. 

Errors  in  indicator  diagrams  may  arise  from  several  causes, 
one  of  which  is  the  pipe  connecting  the  indicator  with  the 
engine  cylinder.  It  is  admitted  that,  under  the  conditions  of 
ordinary  practice,  the  presence  of  the  pipe  does  not  constitute 
the  most  prolific  source  of  error,  but  it  can  be  shown  that  it 
does  cause  serious  distortion  in  the  form  of  the  diagram,  and 
it  is  believed  that  this  fact  merits  more  careful  consideration 
than  has  heretofore  been  accorded  to  it.  The  writer  has 
already  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  road  tests  of  loco- 
motives, where  the  indicator  is  attached  to  a  length  of  pipe 
si^cient  to  bring  the  instrument  to  the  top  of  the  valve  box 
(a  length  of  3y  feet  or  more),  a  true  card  can  be  obtained  only  at 
slow  speeds ;  and  has  shown  that,  for  a  speed  of  300  revolutions 
per  minute,  the  area  of  the  diagram  is  likely  to  be  in  error  as 
much  as  17  per  cent.*  These  early  experiments  were  further 
used  as  the  basis  of  a  discussion  concerning  the  precise  character 
of  the  influence  exerted  by  the  pipe.t  They  have  now  been 
followed  by  a  more  extended  series  of  experiments,  the  results 
of  which  are  herewith  presented. 

n.  Apparatus  and  Methods. 

All  experiments  were  made  in  connection  with  a  7|-inch  by 
15-inch  Buckeye  engine.  The  power  of  this  engine  was  absorbed 
by  an  automatic  friction  brake,  by  means  of  which  a  very  con- 
stant load  was  obtained.  The  head  end  of  the  engine  cylinder 
was  tapped  with  two  holes  (a  and  6,  Fig.  84),  both  in  the  same 
cross  section,  and  hence  equally  exposed  to  the  action  of  the 
steam  in  this  end  of  the  cylinder.  One  of  these  holes  (a)  was 
made  to  serve  for  the  indicator  A,  the  cock  of  which  was  placed 
as  close  to  the  cylinder  as  possible.  The  hole  b  was  made  to 
receive  one  end  of  a  U-shaped  pipe,  the  other  end  of  which 
entered  a  coupling  fixed  in  the  angle-plate  c.    The  cock  of  a 

*  Proceedings  of  Western  Railway  Club,  March,  1894,  p.  257. 
^Americcm  Machinist^  January  25,  1894,  p.  6. 
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second  indicator,  B^  was  screwed  to  this  coupling.  A  single 
system  of  levers  supplied  the  drum  motion  for  both  indicators. 
The  closely-connected  indicator,  Ay  will  hereafter  be  referred  to 
as  the  **  cylinder- indicator,"  and  the  cards  obtained  from  it  as 
"  cylinder-cards."  It  is  assumed  that  this  indicator  recorded 
the  actual  conditions  of  pressure  existing  in  the  cylinder.  In 
like  manner  the  indicator  B  will  be  referred  to  as  the  "  pipe- 
indicator,"  and  cards  obtained  from  it  as  "  pipe-cards.*'  It  is 
assumed  that  this  indicator  gave  a  record  which,  when  com- 
pared with  that  given  by  the  cylinder-indicator,  demonstrated 
the  effect  of  the  pipe. 

The  pipe  fittings  were  all  half-inch.  A  right-and-left  coup- 
ling at  ^  flowed  the  U-shaped  section  ^^/ 6  to  be  removed  at 
will  and  replaced  by  a  similar  section  of  different  length.  Pipe 
lengths  of  5,  10,  and  15  feet  were  used,  length  being  measured 
from  the  outside  of  the  cylinder  wall  to  the  end  of  the  coupling 
under  the  cock  of  the  pipe-indicator.  The  pipe  and  fittings 
were  covered  first  with  a  wrapping  of  asbestos  board,  next  with 
three-eighths  of  an  inch  of  hair  felt,  and  finally  with  an  outside 
wrapping  of  cloth.  It  is  to  be  no^ied'that  the  bend  in  the  pipe 
at  /  is  easy,  and  that  there  is  a  continual  rise  in  the  pipe  in  its 
course  from  the  cylinder  to  the  indicator.  Both  indicators  were 
always  well  warmed  before  cards  were  taken.  A  gauge  between 
the  throttle  and  the  valve  box  was  useful  as  an  aid  in  securing 
constant  pressure  within  the  latter.  In  the  tests  herein  de- 
scribed, however,  the  boiler  pressure  was  kept  constant  as 
nearly  as  possible,  and  the  throttle  was  generally  "full  open." 

A  pair  of  new  Crosby  indicators  was  set  apart  for  this  work, 
and  while  it  will  be  shown  that  the  value  of  the  comparisons 
which  were  undertaken,  is  not  dependent  upon  a  high  degree 
of  individual  accuracy  in  the  indicators,  these  instruments, 
when  calibrated  under  steam,  gave  results  which  were  nearly 
identical 

The  results,  which  are  presented  in  the  form  of  diagrams 
(Figs.  85,  86,  87,  etc.),  were  obtained  in  the  following  manner  : 

The  engine  having  been  run  for  a  considerable  period,  and 
the  desired  conditions  as  to  pressure,  speed,  and  cut-off  having 
been  obtained,  cards  were  taken  simultaneously  from  the  cylin- 
der and  the  pipe-indicator.  *  Two  pairs  of  cards  (i.e.,  two  from 
cylinder  and  two  from  pipe)  were  thus  taken  as  rapidly  as  con- 
venient, after  which  the  position  of  the  indicators  was  reversed, 
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FIVE    FOOT   PI  PC 


■  Pipe  card 

Cylinder  card 


FlO.  85. 


TEN    FOOT    PIPE. 


Pipe  card 

Cylinder  card 


Fig.  86. 


FIFTEEN    FOOT    PIPE. 


Pipe  card 

Cylinder  card. 


Fig.  87. 

"lOTK:— 

The  speed  (200  revolutions  per  minnte).  the  steam  pressure  (80  pounds)  and 
th^  cut-off  (approximately  x  stroke),  were  constant  for  al)  dla^ams  on  thi» 
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and  the  work  repeated.  There,  were  thus  obtained  four  cylin- 
der-cards and  four  pipe-cards,  one-half  of  each  set  having  been 
made  by  one  of  the  indicators,  and  one-half  by  the  other.  Next, 
by  the  use  of  closely-drawn  ordinates  the  four  cylinder-cards 
were  averaged  and  combined  in  the  form  of  a  single  card,  and 
the  four  pipe-cards  were  in  the  same  way  combined  to  form  a 
single  pipe-card.  The  two  typical  cards  thus  obtailied,  super- 
imposed as  in  Fig.  85,  constituted  the  record  of  the  test  This 
process  was  repeated  for  each  of  the  several  conditions  under 
which  tests  were  made.  It  is  proper  to  add  that  the  accuracy 
of  the  indicators  used,  and  the  constancy  of  the  conditions 
maintained,  were  such  as  to  make  each  card  almost,  if  not  quite, 
the  exact  duplicate  of  the  representative  of  its  set. 

The  diagrams  presented  are  full  sized,  the  spring  for  all  being 
sixty  pounds. 

m.  Analysis  op  Kesults. 

Different  Lengths  of  Pipe. — The  effects  produced  by  the  use 
of  pipes  between  the  indicator  and  the  engine  cylinder,  of  five, 
ten,  and  fifteen  feet  in  length,  are  shown  in  Figs.  85,  86,  and  87 
respectively,  the  speed,  steam  pressure,  and  cut-off  being  con- 
stant. As  noted  upon  the  figures,  the  full  outline  represents 
the  cylinder-card,  and  the  dotted  outline  the  pipe-card. 

It  would  seem  that,  under  the  conditions  stated,  the  form  of 
cylinder-cards  in  the  figures  referred  to  should  be  nearly  the 
same,  whereas  the  figures  show  them  to  vary  considerably.  It 
will  be  well  to  omit,  for  the  present,  all  discussion  concerning 
the  causes  of  these  differences,  and  to  accept  the  cylinder* 
card  in  each  case  as  representing  the  true  conditions  within  the 
cylinder. 

By  reference  first  to  Fig.  85,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  effect  of  a 
five-foot  pipe  is  to  make  the  indicator  attached  to  it  a  little  tardy 
in  its  action.  Thus,  during  exhaust,  when  for  a  considerable 
interval  of  time  the  change  of  pressure  to  be  recorded  is  slight, 
the  lines  from  the  two  indicators  agree  ;  but  during  the  com- 
pression which  follows,  the  loss  of  sensitiveness  in  the  pipe-indi- 
cator is  made  evident  by  its  giving  a  line  which  falls  below  the 
corresponding  line  traced  by  the  cylinder-indicator.  Similarly, 
daring  admission  there  is  an  approximate  agreement,  while  dur- 
ing the  expansion  which  follows,  the  lagging  of  the  pipe-indicator 
results  in  a  line  which  is  higher  than  the  expansion  line  given 
27 
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by  the  cylinder-indicator.  As  a  result  of  this  lagging  in  the 
action  of  the  pipe-indicator,  its  card  is  in  error  in  the  location 
and  curvature  of  the  expansion  and  compression  curves ;  also  in 
the  location  of  the  events  of  the  stroke,  and  in  the  area  which  it 
presents.  The  speed  at  which  these  errors  are  shown  to  occur 
is  moderate  (200  revolutions),  and  the  length  of  pipe  attached 
to  the  indicator  is  not  greater  than  is  often  used. 

The  general  eflfect  of  a  ten  foot  length  of  pipe  (Fig.  86)  is  the 
same  with  that  of  the  shorter  length,  but  the  lagging  action  due 
to  the  pipe  is  more  pronounced,  and  all  errors  are  proportion- 
ately greater.  In  this  case,  also,  the  admission  and  exhaust 
lines  fail  to  agree,  the  total  range  of  pressure  recorded  upon 
the  cards  being  less  than  the  range  existing  in  the  cylinder. 

A  still  further  addition  to  the  length  of  the  pipe  brings 
changes  (Fig.  87)  into  the  form  of  the  pipe-card  diagram  which, 
while  entirely  in  harmony  with  those  already  discussed,  are  of 
such  magnitude  that  the  form  of  the  card  loses  some  of  its  char- 
acteristic features.  The  admission  and  expansion  lines  are 
lower,  and  the  exhaust  line  is  higher,  than  are  the  corresponding 


Fro.  88. 

lines  for  the  true  card.  Eeference  to  Table  L  will  show  that 
while  cards  from  pipes  of  five  and  ten  feet  in  length  present  an 
area  greater  than  that  of  the  true  card,  the  card  in  question 
(Fig.  87)  from  a  fifteen-foot  length  of  pipe  makes  the  area  less. 

A  comparison  of  the  pipe-cards.  Figs.  85,  86,  87,  makes  it 
evident  that  a  pipe  of  suitable  length  would  result  in  a  diagram 
somewhat  similar  in  form  to  that  shown  by  Fig.  88 ;  a  pipe  still 
longer  would  give  a  card  which  would  be  represented  by  a  single 
line,  as  AB,  Fig.  88. 

Various  numerical  results  from  Figs.  85,  86,  and  87  are  ex- 
hibited in  Table  I. 

It  is  true  that  the  lengths  of  some  of  the  pipes  experimented 
with  are  excessive  as  compared  with  those  commonly  used  for 
the  connection  of  indicators,  but  this  fact  does  not  deprive  the 
results  of  their  significance.     If  pipes  of  fifteen,  ten,  and  five 
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feet  in  length  will  produce  the  effects  shown  by  Figs,  87,  86,  and 
85,  respectively,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  suppose  that  pipes  of 
less  than  five  feet  in  length  will  produce  some  effect.  And,  since 
the  effect  of  a  five-foot  pipe  is  considerable,  this  length  must  be 
greatly  reduced  before  the  effect  ceases  to  be  measurable. 

It  will  be  shown  later  that  differences  of  speed  have  less  effect 
than  would  be  supposed  in  modifying  the  form  of  the  pipe-card  ; 
that  even  with  a  speed  as  low  as  100  revolutions  per  minute,  the 
effect  of  the  pipe  is  strikingly  apparent.  It  will  be  shown,  also, 
that  the  point  of  cut-off  chosen  for  the  whole  series  now  under 
consideration  (Figs.  85,  86,  and  87)  is  not  especially  favorable 
for  showing  the  modifying  effect  of  the  pipe.  These  considera- 
tions, together  with  the  fact  that  indicator-pipes  of  three  and 
four  feet  in  length  are  not  uncommon,  all  serve  to  emphasize 
the  practical  value  of  the  effects  noted. 

The  Form  of  the  Cylinder- /Juigranis, — It  may  be  well  at  this 
point  to  consider  the  causes  tending  to  change  the  form  of  the 
cylinder-diagrams  as  they  appear  in  the  different  figures  (Figs. 
85, 86,  and  87),  and  to  consider  the  evidence  which  justifies  their 
acceptance  as  true  diagrams.  A  study  of  the  diagrams  and  data 
will  make  it  evident  that  the  differences  are  due  wholly  to  a 
change  in  the  length  of  the  pipe.  This  single  change,  "however, 
introduces  an  incidental  change  (1)  in  the  clearance,  (2)  in  the 
extent  of  surface  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  steam,  and  (3)  in 
the  velocity  of  flow  in  and  out  of  the  pipe  at  the  point  of  its 
connection  with  the  cylinder. 

The  effect  produced  by  the  several  pipes  upon  the  clearance 
of  the  engine,  is  given  below  : 

Cylinder  and  port  clearance,  per  cent,  of  piston  displacement 4.08 

Clearance  due  to  5-ft.  pipe,     «•'*«•       "  **      '      ' 2.69 

**     *•  10-n.    ••        •*      "      "       '«  "  5.14 

'*     *M5-ft.    "        "      **      "       "  "  7.84 

Total  clearance  with  5-ft.  pipe  in  place,  per  cent,  of  piston  displacement..  6.77 
"     10-ft.    "     "       *'        ''      ••      •'       "  '•  ..  9.22 

*•    15-ft.    "     *'       *'        • *  *'  ..11.92 

The  area  of  surface  bounding  the  clearance  space  was  affected 
by  the  pipes  as  follows : 

Surface  bounding  clearance  space,  no  pipe  attached 181.4  sq.  in. 

**  •*  *'  '*      when    5-ft.  pipe  was  in  place. . .  250.2  *'     ** 

"  ♦•      10-ft.    ••       *•     •'      •*     ...  366.1  **     *' 

•*  4«  <•  ..  M        15.f(       ii         i*      it        a  40^  Q   ,.       o 
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Increased  clearance  would  lower  the  pressure  at  the  end  of 
compression,  and  would  change  the  curvature  of  the  compres- 
sion line ;  but  it  would  not  make  the  compression  line  as  it 
appears  in  Fig.  87. 

The  larger  exposed  surface  would  increase  the  effect  due  to 
the  interchange  of  heat  between  the  steam  and  the  walls  in- 
closing it.  If  it  be  assumed  that,  during  the  early  stages  of 
compression,  this  interchange  results  in  re-evaporation,  and 
during  the  later  stages  in  condensation,  the  sum  total  of  the 
effect  would  be  in  line  with  that  recorded.  Such  an  assumption 
is  reasonable,  and  such  an  action  may  in  part  account  for  the 
change  under  discussion,  but  it  is  not  likely  that  the  extent  of 
this  action  is  so  great  as  the  indicator  has  recorded. 

By  far  the  most  active  agent  tending  to  reduce  the  curved 
compression  line  of  Fig.  86  to  the  straight  line  of  Fig.  87  is  that 
of  motion  due  to  the  flow  of  steam  in  and  out  of  the  mouth  of 
the  pipe.  Thus,  when  compression  begins  in  the  cylinder,  the 
pressure  at  the  pipe-indicator  is  greater  than  that  in  the  cyUn- 
der  (see  Fig.  87),  and  steam  must  flow  from  the  pipe  to  the  cylin- 
der. This  current  of  steam  entering  the  cylinder  just  when  the 
mixture  of  steam  and  water  already  there  is  undergoing  the  early 
stages  of  compression,  helps  to  augment  the  cylinder  pressure, 
and  to  carry  the  early  part  of  the  compression  line  higher  than 
it  would  otherwise  go.  As  the  process  of  compression  goes  on, 
the  current  in  the  pipe  is  reversed,  and  the  cylinder  supplies 
steam  to  the  pipe,  thus  causing  the  curve  for  this  portion  of  the 
event  to  fall  lower  than  it  otherwise  would.  Increased  curvature 
during  the  early  stages  and  diminished  curvature  during  the  later 
stages  result  in  a  line  which  is  approximately  straight  (Fig.  87). 

Similar  reasoning  will  account  for  the  rapid  drop  in  pressure 
after  cut-off  (cylinder-card  Fig.  87).  At  the  instant  of  cut-off  tlie 
cylinder  is  supplying  steam  to  the  pipe.  The  flow  is  rapid,  and 
the  kinetic  energy  of  the  steam  causes  it  to  pile  up  in  the  pipe ; 
and  although  as  the  stroke  advances  this  pressure  is  constantly 
decreasing,  the  pipe  continues  throughout  expansion  to  hold  a 
higher  pressure  than  that  contained  by  the  cylinder. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  pressure  is  not  the  same  at  the  two  ends 
of  the  pipe,  except  for  points  indicated  by  the  crossing  of  the 
lines,  as  at  a,  b,  and  c  (Fig.  87),  and  that  the  difference  of  pressure 
shown  at  other  points  is  quite  sufficient  to  account  for  the  pro- 
nounced change  in  the  cylinder-diagram  when  pipes  of  different 
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lengths  are  used.  The  existence  of  these  differences  in  the  form 
of  the  cylinder-diagram  does  not  in  any  way  affect  the  results 
which  this  paper  is  designed  to  present.  All  cylinder-cards  may 
be  accepted  as  true,  and  the  fact  that  they  are  not  all  alike  does 
not  diminish  their  value,  but  rather  emphasizes  the  importance 
of  this  whole  subject. 

The  Effect  of  the  Pipe  at  Different  Speeds.— The  effects  thus  far 
discussed  are  those  recorded  for  a  constant  speed  of  200  revo- 
lutions per  minute.  In  considering  to  what  extent  <^ange8  of 
speed  will  modify  these  results,  reference  should  be  made  to 
Figs.  89,  90,  and  91,  which  give  a  series  of  restdts  for  which  all 
conditions  were  constant  except  that  of  speed.  Numerical  com- 
parisons may  be  made  from  Table  I.  It  will  be  seen  that 
increase  of  speed  produces  modifications  in  the  form  of  the  pipe- 
diagrams  which,  in  kind,  are  similar  to  those  produced  at  con- 
stant speed  by  increasing  the  length  of  the  pipe,  but  these 
changes  are  not  great.  For  example,  increasing  the  speed  from 
100  to  200  revolutions  per  minute  (Figs.  89  and  90)  produces  less 
change  than  increasing  the  length  of  the  pipe  from  five  to  ten  feet 
(Figs.  85  and  86).  The  fact  that  an  engine  runs  slowly,  there- 
fore, does  not  seem  to  justify  the  us^  of  an  indicator  at  the  end 
of  a  considerable  length  of  pipe.  Slow  running  reduces  the 
error ;  it  cannot  be  depended  upon  to  eliminate  it  entirely. 

The  Effect  of  the  Pipe  at  Different  Out-offs. — The  relative  effect 
of  the  pipe  at  different  cut-offs,  other  conditions  being  constant, 
is  shown  by  Figs.  92,  93,  and  94,  and  numerically  by  Table  I.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  differences  of  pressure  recorded  during 
expansion  by  the  two  indicators  (pipe  and  cylinder)  are  approxi- 
mately the  same  for  all  cut-offs ;  but  the  relative  effect  of  these 
differences  upon  the  area  of  the  diagram  is  most  pronounced  upon 
the  smallest,  or  shortest,  cut-off  card.  The  fact  that  in  Fig.  94 
the  steam  line  on  the  pipe-card  rises  while  that  of  the  cylinder- 
card  declines,  constitutes  a  good  illustration  of  the  slowness  with 
which  the  pressure  in  the  pipe  responds  to  that  in  the  cylinder. 

Comparisons  have  been  made  from  tests  run  under  still  other 
conditions,  and  all  conclusions  thus  reached  have  been  consis- 
tent with  those  presented.  This  whole  plan  of  work  was  out- 
lined with  the  expectation  of  securing  such  data  as  would  permit 
a  complete  analysis  of  the  effects  produced  by  a  pipe.  But  the 
results  show  that  these  effects  are  modified  by  so  many  different 
conditions  that  their  precise  character  cannot  be  safely  predicted. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


408       EFFECT   OF   LONG   PIPE-CX>NNECnONS  FOR  IXDICATORS. 


100    RCVOLUTIONS    PCfi    MINOTC 


Fig.  89. 


200    REVOLUTIONS    PER    MINUTE. 


Fig.  90. 


260    REVOLUTIONS    PER    MINUTE. 


Fig.  91. 

NOTEr- 

>  The  steam  pressure  (80  pounds),  the  length  of  pipe  (10  feet)  and  the  cut-off 
(approximately  H  stroke),  were  constant  for  all  diagrams  on  this  page. 
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Even  if  it  were  possible  to  construct  an  expression  for  reducing 
a  distorted  pipe-diagram  to  a  form  which  would  correctly  rep- 
resent the  relation  of  pressure  and  volume  within  the  cylinder, 
the  number  of  its  terms  would  be  so  great,  and  its  form  so  com- 
plicated, that  the  expression  would  have  no  practical  value. 

TABLE  I. 


1 
a 
t 
£   . 

^1 

0 

i 

2 
3 
4 

6 

8 

Apparent 

CCT-OFF. 
EXCBM 

Prbssures. 
Excess  (-»■)  or  Depicibnct  (-)  Shown  bt  Pipe 

DiAORAM. 

Steam  Con- 

StTMPTION  PER 
HORBB-POWER 

PER  Hour. 

5 

Shown  by 
PiPB  Dia- 
gram. 

1                               At  the 
At  Cut-off.  1  At  Release.    Beginning  of  1    M.  E.  P. 
1                         Compression.  ' 

Excess  (+)  or 

Dbpicibncy  (-) 

AS  Shown  by 

Pipe  Diagram. 

3 

I 

3.0 
6.H 
10.0 

11.5 
24  3 
38.4 

*   • 

a 

1 

-1.8 

-2.8 
-5.1 

+  1.1 
-2.8 
-3.0 

Per  Cenf. 
Pounds. 
Per  Cent. 
Pounds. 

Percent. 

Poonds. 
Percent. 

1 
I 

1 

2 
3 

-2.2       0.o|      0.0,  -O.l!       -5.6    +1.2    +3.7 
-4.8    +2.1|+18.0    +0.2        +9.2,   +2.7    +8.5 
—9.8    +6.5l+57.7t    +4.0|   +200.0)  -1.5    -5.0 

-0.1 
-0.4 
+  11.7 

-2.0 
-0.4 
-1.0 

-0.6 
-1.7 
+45.9 

4 
5 
6 

4.0 
7.5 
6.8 

16.6 
27.7 
26.7 

25.4 

25. !» 
6.5 

+  2.0    -0.5    -3.7'    +0.li       +6.0    +3.0    +8.8 
-4.8    +2.1  +18.0    +0.2i       +9.2,    +2.2    +6.6 
-5.7    +2.3  +24. 3j  -0.3;      -9.0:   +6.8  +18.7 

-7.2 
-1.7 
-4.2 

8 
9 

9 
10 

3.3 
7.0 
2.3 

+  3.5 

-2.8 
+  6.0 

+  6.71      O.oi      O.ol      0.0           O.ol    +6.5+85.3 
-4.8    +2.l|  +  18.0'    +0.2        +9.2'    +4.2+12.8 
+  10.3    +3.0+18.2    +1.0i     +50.0    +1.4    +3.4 

1                         1                1 

+  11.5 
-0.4 
-6.8 

+  47.9 
-1.7 
-28.6 

All  percentage  valae:*  are  based  on  results  from  cylinder-diagrams.  Fo)*  example,  in  test  No.  4 
the  preiwure  at  cut-off  shown  by  pipe  card  is  2  per  cent,  in  exces.s  of  that  shown  by  the  cylinder  or 
true  card  :  the  pressure  at  releaj*e  by  the  pipe-card  is  8.7  per  cent,  less  than  by  the  true  card  ;  the 
prMsure  at  the  beginning  of  compression  by  the  plpe.card  is  6  per  cent,  greater  than  by  the  true 
card;  and  the  mean  effective  pressure  by  the  pipe-card  is  8  8  per  cent,  greater  than  by  the  trae  card. 

rv.  Conclusions. 

The  following  conclusions  constitute  a  summary  of  the  data 
already  presented : 

1.  If  an  indicator  is  to  be  relied  upon  to  give  a  true  record  of 
the  varying  pressures  and  volumes  within  an  engine  cylinder,  its 
connection  therewith  must  be  direct  and  very  short. 

2.  Any  pipe  connection  between  an  indicator  and  an  engine 
cylinder  is  likely  to  affect  the  action  of  the  indicator ;  under 
ordinary  conditions  of  speed  and  pressure,  a  very  short  length 
of  pipe  may  produce  a  measurable  effect  in  the  diagram,  and  a 
len^h  of  three  feet  or  more  may  be  sufficient  to  render  the  cards 
valueless  except  for  rough  or  approximate  work. 

3.  In  general,  the  effect  of  the  pipe  is  to  retard  the  pencil 
action  of  the  indicator  attached  to  it. 

i.  Other  conditions  being  equal,  the  effects  produced   by  a 
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eUT-OFF    }%   STROKE. 


Fig.  9-^. 


CUT-OFF    >a  8TROKK. 


Fig.  98. 


CUT-OFF    )6    STROKE. 


Fig.  94. 
Note.— 

The  cut-off  u  given  above  Is  approximate.  The  steam  pressure  (80  pounds), 
the  speed  (300  revoluUons  per  minute)  and  the  length  of  pipe  ( 10  feet),  were 
constant  for  all  diagrams  on  this  page. 
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pipe  between  an  indicator  and  an  engine  cylinder  become  more 
pronounced  as  the  speed  of  the  engine  is  increased. 

6.  Modifications  in  the  form  of  the  diagram  resulting  from 
the  presence  of  a  pipe,  are  proportionally  greater  for  short 
cut-off  cards  than  for  those  of  longer  cut-off,  other  things 
being  equal. 

6.  Events  of  the  stroke  (cut-off,  release,  beginning  of  com- 
pression) are  recorded,  by  an  indicator  attached  to  a  pipe,  la^r 
than  the  actual  occurrence  of  the  events  in  the  cylinder. 

Atmoapheric  l!n« 


No.  I. 


Atmotpherio  liif 


No.  2. 


Atmospheric  Had 


NO.  3. 


Atnwphcrio  Une 


NO.  4. 


Fig.  95. 

7.  As  recorded  by  an  indicator  attached  to  a  pipe,  pressures 
during  the  greater  part  of  expansion  are  higher,  and  during 
compression  are  lower,  than  the  actual  pressures  existing  in 
the  cylinder. 

8.  The  area  of  diagrams  made  by  an  indicator  attached  to  a 
pipe,  may  be  greater  or  less  than  the  area  of  the  true  card, 
depending  upon  the  length  of  the  pipe ;  for  lengths  such  as  are 
ordinarily  used,  the  area  of  the  pipe-cards  will  be  greater  than 
that  of  the  true  cards. 
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9.  Within  limits,  the  indicated  power  of  the  engine  is  increased 
by  increasing  the  length  of  the  indicator  pipe. 

10.  Conclusions  concerning  the  character  of  the  expansion  or 
compression  curves,  or  concerning  changes  in  the  quality  of  the 
mixture  in  the  cylinder  during  expansion  or  compression,  are 
unreliable  when  based  upon  cards  obtained  from  indicators 
attached  to  the  cylinder  through  the  medium  of  a  pipe,  even 
thqugh  the  pipe  is  short. 


Atmopheric  lln» 


AHtncAM  lAMcnaTt  :o.,N.v. 


Fig.  96. 


DISCUSSION. 


Mr,  Albert  F.  Hall. — The  accompanying  copies  of  indicator 
cards,  Figs.  95  and  96,  showing  the  effect  of  excessive  throttling 
of  the  indicator  cock,  may  be  of  some  interest  in  connection  with 
Mr.  Goss's  paper.  They  were  taken  from  a  single-acting  vertical 
air  pump,  the  greatest  closing  of  the  cock  occurring  in  No.  1, 
Fig.  95.  It  is  interesting  to  notice  the  reversal  of  the  curves 
from  this  cause. 
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DCLXXXV.* 
STRUCTURAL  STEEL  FLY-WHEELS, 

BY  THOMAS  B.  MURRAY,   ALBANY,  N.   Y. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

With  the  iBcreasing  use  of  large  and  fast-runnings  engines  in 
the  generation  of  electric  power,  the  problem  of  providing  fly- 
wheels which  shall  not  be  liable  to  bursting  is  one  of  great  and 
growing  importance  to  the  mechanical  engineer.  This  is  espe- 
cially so  because  large  power  stations  are  usually  and  necessarily 
located  in  the  central  and  crowded  sections  of  cities,  where  any 
accident  is  liable  to  cause  much  loss  of  life  and  the  destruction 
of  much  valuable  property.  That  large  iron  castings  are  unre- 
liable, when  subjected  to  sudden  and  severe  strains,  is  recognized 
by  alL  It  is  evident  that  cast-iron  fly-wheels  have  reached  the 
limit  of  development,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  much  further  improve- 
ment is  to  be  expected  in  them.  Tho  frequent  accidents  to  large 
wheels  of  this  type  show  that  there  must  be  some  radical 
change  in  construction  in  order  to  make  wheels  which  shall  be 
free  from  danger  of  bursting  by  centrifugal  force. 

With  the  cheaper  production  of  steel,  the  latter  metal,  in  nearly 
every  branch  of  mechanical  industry,  has  taken  the  place  of  cast 
iron,  and  the  object  of  this  paper  is  to  describe  a  novel  applica- 
tion of  steel  plates  as  a  substitute  for  cast  iron  in  fly-wheels. 

The  engine  for  which  this  new  wheel  was  designed  and  made 
was  one  of  a  pair  in  the  power  house  of  the  Albany  Kailway  at 
Albany,  N.  Y. 

The  former  cast-iron  wheel  which  it  replaced  and  which 
was  twenty  feet  in  diameter  by  fifty  inches  face,  and  weighing 
fifty  thousand  pounds,  burst,  causing  considerable  damage.  It 
was  connected  to  a  twenty-inch  by  thirty-six-inch  by  forty-eight- 
inch  tandem  compound  engine,  and  was  belted  to  a  forty-eight- 
inch  pulley  located  on  a  500  Kilowatt  generator. 

Running  under  normal  conditions  this  engine  made  seventy- 

*  Presented  at  the  St.  Louis  meeting  (May,  1896)  of  the  Americau  Society  of 
Mechanical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the  TVansaciions, 
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two  reyolutions  per  minute.  At  the  time  of  the  accident,  the 
speed  of  the  engine  (according  to  statements  given  at  the  time, 
and  from  computations  made  from  the  distances  that  portions  of 
the  wheel  were  thrown)  was  far  beyond  the  conditions  of  every- 
day practice. 

The  author  does  not  attempt  to  state  here  the  cause  of  the 
accident,  or  the  acceleration  in  speed,  but  his  faith  in  cast-iron 
fly-wheeU  was  considerably  shaken,  and  to  replace  the  broken 
wheel  he  naturally  looked  for  something  better  and  of  different 
material,  which  would  stand  the  very  high  rate  ot  speed  and 
have  a  greater  factor  of  safety,  and,  at  the  same  tine,  locate  the 
weight  in  the  wheel  where  the  best  results  would  be  accom- 
plished. 

As  some  balance  wheels  had  been  constructed  of  structural  steel 
with  good  results,  the  writer  looked  for  a  beUed  wheel  of  the  same 
material,  but  was  unable  to  locate  any  which  had  been  built,  and 
accordingly  designed  a  wheel  as  per  the  accompanying  drawing, 


8TKKL  PLATK   BKLT  WHCCL 


\  I'hfmkbi  EL  Honaj, 
J    Vnws  £.  Cinnpbdl, 


Fig.  97. 
and  an  order  was  placed  for  two  wheels  with  Harry  E.  Campbell, 
of  the  Albany  Construction  Works. 

(It  may  be  well  to  say  here  that  the  wheel  was  not  designed 
to  run  at  seventy-two  revolutions  per  minute,  or  at  any  stated 
factor  of  safety,  but  the  construction  was  of  the  strongest 
possible  at  a  moderate  cost.   I  am  well  aware  that  certain  parts 
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of  the  wheel  are  much  stronger  than  others,  as,  for  instance,  the 
hub  and  disks  which  take  the  place  of  the  arms  or  spokes.) 

Description  of  Wheel. 

The  steel  was  of  a  grade  known  as  "  shell-steel,"  open-hearth 
process,  and  of  60,000  pounds  tensile  strength,  and  great  care 
was  used  to  have  grain,  in  the  direction  in  which  the  plates  were 
rolled,  placed  in  position  so  as  to  give  the  greatest  strength. 
All  rivets  used  were  Burden's  best,  and  were  of  two  sizes; 
namely,  on^  and  one- quarter  inches,  and  three-quarters  of  an 
inch  in  diamOfepr. 

HUB. 

The  hub  is  described  as  follows :  Six  J-inch  disks  were  sheared 
36  inches  in  diameter,  and  fourteen,  48  inches  in  diameter;  and 
these  plates,  together  with  the  cast-iron  separator  or  spider,  23 
inches  long  by  48  inches  in  diameter,  composed  the  hub,  and 
were  assembled  as  follows  :  Two  sets,  composed  of  three  36-inch 
and  three  48-inch  disks  each,  were  drilled  for  32  countersunk 
rivets,  and  after  being  securely  clamped  to  tight  joints,  were 
riveted  together,  making  two  hub  sections  for  outer  part  of  wheel 
hub,  each  4^  inches  thick,  and  these  were  bored  to  a  "  driving 
fit "  to  shaft ;  two  sets  of  four  disks  each  were  secured  together 
and  bored  in  same  manner  for  inside  sections  of  hub,  giving  a 
steel  bearing  on  shaft  of  15  inches.  The  casting  or  spider,  weigh- 
ing 2,700  pounds,  was  bored  to  a  close  fit  and  placed  on  shaft. 
This  casting  was  faced  on  ends  and  cored  for  thirty-two  1^-inch 
hub  bolts  and  provision  made  for  keys.  The  four  steel  hub 
sections  were  next  clamped  together  and  bored  for  the  32  steel 
bolts.  The  two*  sections,  48  inches  by  3  inches,  were  driven  on 
the  shaft,  one  against  each  end  of  spider,  and  one  of  the  36-inch  by 
48-inch  by  4i-inch  started  on  each  end  of  shaft  and  driven  past 
bearings,  after  which  the  shaft  was  set  in  position  in  bearing. 
Each  part  of  hub  was  faced  to  right  angles  with  bore. 

DISKS. 

Two  dished  webs  were  formed,  19  feet  6|  inches  in  diameter, 
each  composed  of  two  layers  of  i-inch  plate,  and  each  layer 
having  16  sections,  making  64  plates  in  all.  These  plates  were 
drilled  so  as  to  have  all  joints  broken-  Said  rivet  holes  were 
3  inches  on  centres,  staggered,  and  four  lines  of  holes  running 
lengthways  of  plate.     The  small  ends  of  plates  were  heated  and 
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bent  on  a  form  to  right  angle  to  shaft,  and  each  drilled  for  two 
lj\  hub  bolts.  The  rim  ends  of  plates  were  drilled  for  two  lines 
of  rivets,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  properly  secure  segments 
of  6-inch  by  6-inch  by  ^-inch  angle  irons.  These  plates  were 
next  connected  between  inside  and  outside  hub  steel  plates, 
sections  forming];  two  complete  dished  disks  which  were  2  inches 
apart  at  rim,  and  29  inches  apart  at  hub.  Thirty-two  5-inch  by 
j-inch  steel  bars  were  fitted  one  over  each  outside  joint  of  disk 
plates  with  hub  end  bent,  and  rim  ends  formed  two  right  angles 
with  centre  of  wheel,  or  parallel  with  shaft.  This  end  was  bent 
to  secure  rim  in  connection  with  angles,  and  were  each  drilled 
for  two  l{-inch  rivets.  Great  care  was  used  in  making  these 
bends,  and  sharp  angles  were  avoided.  All  bars  were  drilled 
from  a  template.  After  the  bars  and  plates  were  assembled  in 
position,  with  temporary  bolts,  the  hub  was  bolted  together 
with  bolts  passing  entirely  through  hub  and  disks  and  drawn 
close  and  firmly  together,  each  bolt  passing  through  2  bars,  4 
plates,  and  all  parts  of  hub.  Between  the  outer  edges  of  disks 
a  cast-iron  filler  ring  was  placed  and  all  bolted  temporarily  to- 
gether. As  all  parts  were  drilled  to  templates,  the  work  proved 
true  and  in  line.  The  riveting  was  done  from  the  outside  with 
one  man  inside  holding  on  and  taking  the  hot  rivets  through  a 
man-hole  left  for  that  purpose. 

BIM. 

The  manner  of  constructing  rim  was  as  follows  :  eight  82-inch 
by  ^-inch  plates  were  rolled  to  form  a  circle,  and  riveted  to,  and 
with  joints  over,  the  5-inch  by  J-inch  bars.  Over  these  plates 
another  layer  of  40-inch  by  |-inch  plates,  in  sitteen  parts,  was 
placed  with  joints  broken  over  the  first  layer.  The  6-inch  by 
6-inch  by  ^-inch  angle  irons  were  next  formed,  and  securely 
riveted  and  bolted  to  disks,  and  also  through  both  rim  plates, 
with  countersunk  rivets.  The  >j-inch  and  ^-inch  plates  were  also 
riveted  together,  rivets  4-inch  centres.  Another  layer  of  |-inch 
plate,  50  inches  wide,  was  next  riveted  on.  This  was  also  cold 
rolled,  and  the  last  or  face  sheet,  50-inch  by  ^-inch,  was  rolled 
hot  and  riveted  on.  The  countersink  of  last  sheet  was  almost  its 
full  thickness;  sixty-four  l|-inch  rivets  were  driven  through  the 
5-inch  by  J-inch  bars  and  all  rim  plates,  connecting  all  plates 
and  disks.  The  wheel  was  then  keyed  to  shaft  with  two  cast- 
steel  keys,  one  driven  from  each  side  of  hub ;  and  without  turn- 
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ing  or  facing  the  wheel  in  any  way,  the  belt  was  put  on  and  the 
wheel  put  to  work.  The  belt  remained  in  centre  of  wheel,  and 
has  been  running  two  months.  There  are  three  points  in  the 
diameter  of  wheel  which  buckles  in  plate,  due  to  heating,  raised 
^  of  an  inch  out  of  true,  but  the  balance  of  wheel  is  prac- 
tically true  and  in  line  with  shaft.  The  wheel  will  be  turned 
later.  The  weight  of  wheel  is  57,930  pounds,  distributed  as 
follows ; 

Kim 82,000  pounds. 

Disks ". 16,400        • 

Hdb • 9,580       " 

In  calculating  the  strength  of  this  wheel  we  need  not  begin  at 
the  hub  and  figure  out  every  part  as  in  a  cast-iron  arm-wheel. 
It  is  enough  to  know  its  strength  at  the  weakest  point,  which  is 
undoubtedly  th^  outer  layer  of  rim  plates,  as  those  plates  must 
leave  the  wheel  before  any  other  part  could  give  way. 

Each  of  these  plates  weighs  590  pounds,  and  the  direct  cen- 
trifugal force  on  each  plate,  tending  to  hurl  it  o£F  the  wheel,  is, 
according  to  Haswell's  formula : 

„     ^  nH       590  X  72^  x  20      ,-  .^.  ,  , 

F  =  ^g-217  ~ 5  217 ~  11»725  pounds  nearly. 

But  these  plates  are  held  in  position  by  rivets  having  a  total 
area  of  20.75  square  inches,  which  at  a  strain  of  15,000  pounds 
per  square  inch  would  carry  311,250  pounds. 

Then  the  factor  of  safety  =  ..^  *    ^  =  26  nearly. 

I  regard  the  device  of  making  the  disks  or  webs  dished,  on  the 
same  principle  as  a  bicycle  wheel,  as  the  most  important  feature 
of  this  wheel,  and  I  believe  it  could  be  applied  with  success  to 
broad-faced  wheels  for  mill  work  by  using  double  pairs  of  disks, 
and  also  to  balance  wheels,  such  as  are  used  with  direct  con- 
nected engines  for  the  generation  of  electric  light  or  power. 

DISCUSSION. 

Mr,  WiUiam  Kent.—l  can  scarcely  agree  with  the  way  of  cal- 
culating the  factor  of  safety  on  page  417.  A  strain  of  15,000 
pounds  per  square  inch  is  given  for  rivets.     Surely  the  rivets 
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would  have  a  maximum  strength  of  46,000-^tliree  times  as  mnch 
— and  the  factor  of  safety  would  be  three  times  what  is  given  in 
the  paper. 

Mr.  Murray  also  regards  the  device  of  making  the  webs 
dished  on  the  same  principle  as  the  spokes  of  a  bicycle  as  one 
of  the  most  important  features  of  this  wheel.  I  would  like  to 
know  what  effect  the  dishing  has.  I  always  understood  that 
the  dishing  of  a  wheel  in  bicycles  and  other  vehicles  was  to 
resist  the  transverse  strain  which  would  come  sidewise  on  the 
rim  when  the  wheel  is  run  over  stones  and  the  like.  Bat 
strains  on  a  fly-wheel  from  centrifugal  force  are  entirely  radial. 
Why  would  not  this  wheel  be  just  as  good  if  the  side  plates 
were  parallel  and  radial  ? 

Mr,  Gu8  C  Henning.^l  think  that  only  those  mechanics  who 
would  commend  the  use  of  IJ  rivets  would  be  likely  to  approve 
working  strains  of  15,000  pounds  to  the  square  inch.  Such 
rivets  cannot  be  driven  properly,  in  my  experience,  but  their 
heads  are  simply  somewhat  upset 

The  author  states  his  care  to  use  the  material  carefully  "  in 
the  direction  of  the  grain  "  in  the  case  of  open-hearth  steeL  It 
is  one  of  the  great  advantages  of  steel  that  it  has  no  grain  in 
the  sense  which  iron  has,  and  it  occurs  to  me  that  the  makers 
of  open-hearth  steel  would  be  not  a  little  surprised  to  be  told 
that  their  material  should  be  used  with  regard  to  this  pecu- 
liarity. 

J/n  H.  H,  Snplee.—T\n%  wheel  suggests  to  me  some  acquaint- 
ance which  I  had  ten  or  twelve  years  ago  with  the  subject  of 
wrought-iron  wheels  for  high-speed  uses  in  large  band-saw 
mills.  These  band-saw  wheels  were  of  7,  8,  or  9  feet  in  diam- 
eter, running  at  250  to  300  revolutions  a  minute,  and  they  would 
not  stand  if  made  of  cast  iron.  They  had  fluctuating  strains 
upon  them,  the  centrifugal  force  due  to  the  high  speed,  and  the 
crushing  force  from  very  high  tension  on  the  band-saw  blade. 
The  saw  had  to  be  strained  so  taut  that  cast-iron  wheels  were 
crushed,  while  the  high  speed  occasionally  caused  accidents 
from  centrifugal  force.  To  avoid  those  a  wrought-iron  wheel 
was  designed.  It  was  not  greatly  different  from  this  in  con- 
struction except  that  it  was  made  with  rods  for  arms.  The 
great  point  there  was  to  have  the  upper  wheel  as  light  as  possi- 
ble consistent  with  strength,  to  avoid  the  fly-wheel  action,  and 
to  make  the  lower  wheel  heavy  in  order  to  secure  this  fly-wheel 
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action,  otherwise  the  saw  is  apt  to  be  broken.  The  slightest  ten- 
dency for  the  upper  wheel  to  overrun  will  make  a  slight  buckle 
and  the  saw  will  snap.  But  by  making  the  wheels  as  above 
described,  the  lower  one  acted  as  a  fly-wheel  and  prevented  the 
check  of  speed  below ;  while  the  upper  wheel,  being  light, 
yielded  to  any  such  corrective  action  and  the  saws  did  not 
break.  Those  wheels  were  made  with  a  cast-iron  hub,  long 
enough  to  allow  the  spokes  to  be  staggered.  The  rim  had  wood 
and  rubber  put  on  the  outside  merely  to  make  a  bedding  for 
the  saw.  I  have  frequently  compared  and  tested  wheels  of  that 
sort,  9  feet  in  diameter,  running  300  revolutions  a  minute,  and 
they  were  afterwards  tried  by  the  severe  t^st  of  practical  use  in 
saw  mills,  and  they  never  have  been  known  to  fail.  I  have  often 
wondered  why  they  have  not  been  used  for  fly-wheels. 

J/r.  John  B.  Blood. — This  matter  of  built-up  fly-wheels  first 
came  to  my  notice  by  the  destruction  of  the  cast-iron  Amos- 
keag  wheel  at  Manchester,  N.  H.  They  constructed  then  the 
wooden  built-up  wheel  which  Mr.  Manning  has  described 
before  the  Society.*  I  think  it  is  running  there  to-day.  In 
wood,  of  course,  they  have  to  have  a  great  deal  more  bulk  ;  but 
inasmuch  as  that  was  a  belt  wheel,  it  did  not  make  so  much 
difference,  as  they  had  the  broad  rim.  I  think  the  bicycle  point 
comes  in  with  reference  to  belted  wheels,  so  that  where  the  pull 
is  slightly  eccentric  for  any  reason  it  will  not  get  out  of  line. 
Three  of  these  built-up  wheels  have  been  put  in  the  East  Boston 
station  of  the  West  End  Eoad,  with  300-kilowatt  electric 
generators.  They  are  built  on  the  design  for  a  fly-wheel  to  be 
used  without  ti  belt,  and  the  laminsB  of  the  rim  are  placed 
perpendicular  instead  of  parallel  to  the  axis.  The  wheels,  as. 
built  there,  have  a  great  many  less  rivets ;  and  indeed  I  think 
that  a  wheel  can  be  built  with  a  great  many  less  rivets  in  than 
the  one  in  hand. 

Another  point  comes  in  here  which  I  have  had  to  take  up : 
with  built-up  laminated  rings,  if  the  sections  are  in  num- 
ber odd,  and  the  laminae  are  equal  to  twice  the  number  of 
sections,  once  around  will  pass  by  a  half  section,  and  it  will  give 
twice  the  number  of  broken  joints  with  the  given  length  of 
laminae. 

Another  thing,   I   think   if  the   wheel  is  built   up  in  that 

*  Trantaetions  of  the  AmericaD  Society  of  Mechanical  Eogineertf,  vol.  ziii., 
p.  618,  No.  497. 
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way — that  is,  with  laminse  perpendicular  instead  of  parallel 
to  the  axis — if  they  were  dovetailed  in  the  ends  as  well  as 
riveted,  that  it  would  be  an  improvement  in  the  design  of  the 
wheel. 

Mr,  Thomas  K  Murray,^ — The  IJ-inch  rivets  which  Mr. 
Henning  criticises  were  5  inches  long ;  the  steel  through  which 
they  passed  3|  inches;  the  countersink  was  |  inch  deep; 
the  angle  of  base  40  degrees ;  the  hole  1^^  inches,  and  when 
driven  they  were  finished  flush  with  sheets.  Now,  if  they  only 
upset  at  the  head,  what  became  of  the  rest  of  the  rivet  ?  These 
rivets  were  driven  with  sledges,  and  being  so  large,  they  retained 
the  heat  long  enough  to  give  sufficient  time  to  properly  upset 
them.  My  experience  leads  me  to  believe  l|-inch  rivets  can  be 
just  as  well  set  up  as  those  of  smaller  sizes,  if  properly  heated. 
As  experiences  seem  to  differ  in  this  case,  might  not  the  skill  of 
the  driver  have  something  to  do  with  the  matter  ? 

In  regard  to  the  grain  in  steel,  all  engineers  understand  that 
there  is  a  vast  difference  between  it  and  iron ;  but  that  steel  has 
a  difference  in  properties  lengthwise  and  crosswise  to  the  direc- 
tion in  which  it  is  rolled,  and  which  corresponds  to  a  grain 
which  is  not  visible  to  the  eye,  is  undoubtedly  the  case,  and  can 
be  found  at  all  times  in  plates. 

I  will  give  as  an  authority  on  this  question  an  extract  from 
the  specifications  for  steel  plates  for  battlenships  5  and  6,  U.  S. 
Navy,  which  reads : 

'^  Test  specimens  must  show  a  tensile  strength  between  65,000 
and  73,000  pounds  per  square  inch,  with  an  elongation  of  at  least 
22  per  cent,  in  eight  inches  in  the  case  of  transverse  specimens, 
and  at  least  24  per  cent,  in  eight  inches  in  the  case  of  longi- 
tudinal specimens,"  etc.,  etc. 

Mr.  Kent  considers  46,000  pounds  the  maximum  strength  of 
jivets  per  square  inch.  This  is  undoubtedly  the  case  ordinarily ; 
l^ut  when  the  strain  is  directly  on  the  head,  and  the  tension  due 
to  shrinkage  has  occurred,  I  believe  any  engineer  familiar  with 
structural  work  will  agree  with  me  that  15,000  pounds  is  all  that 
can  be  safely  relied  upon. 

I  regard  the  dished  disks  an  important  feature  of  the  wheel, 
because  a  successful  wheel  must  necessarily  be  rigid,  and  where 
an  end  pressure  on  the  plates  occurs,  as  in  a  belted  wheel,  a 

*  Author's  closure,  under  the  Rules. 
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cnnred  plate  will  certainly  withstand  many  times  the  compres- 
sion of  a  flat.  Again,  it  has  been  proven  in  practice  that  it  is 
Tery  difficult  to  form  and  finish  two  parallel  plates  in  a  wheel 
and  keep  them  true  and  without  a  wabble  ;  while  two  dished 
disks,  if  accurately  formed  and  drilled,  will  undoubtedly  draw 
themselves  to  a  perfect  circle.  Again,  these  plates  are  braced 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  a  very  rigid  structure  with  much 
less  material  than  parallel  plates  would  require,  thereby  throw- 
ing the  additional  weight  in  the  rim,  where  the  weight  properly 
belongs. 

No  doubt  the  wheel  can  be  built  with  less  rivets,  but  a  few 
hundred  rivets  is  a  very  small  additional  expense,  when  the 
benefit  derived  is  considered.  I  believe  I  covered  Mr.  Blood's 
su^estion  by  having  the  layer  sections  of  different  lengths — 
that  is,  the  first  plate  to  reach  three  of  the  joint  bars,  while  the 
next  layer  of  plates  reached  to  but  two. 
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DCLXXXVI.* 

A    CLASSIFICATION  AND   CATALOGUE  SYSTEM  FOR 
AN  ENGINEERING   LIBRARY. 

'  BY  P.  B.   BUTTON,  NEW  TOHK  CITY. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

It  became  necessary,  in  1895,  for  the  writer  to  decide  upon 
the  system  which  should  be  used  in  classifying  and  cataloguing 
the  rapidly  growing  library  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechan- 
ical Engineers.  Under  the  impression  that  the  result  of  his 
thought  and  investigation  upon  this  question  might  be  of  use, 
not  only  to  the  users  of  the  library,  but  to  other  persons  who 
might  have  the  same  or  similar  questions  to  meet  and  solve,  it 
has  seemed  advisable  to  present  a  paper  for  record  in  the 
Transactions  in  which  this  matter  should  be  set  forth  and  dis- 
cussed. 

The  subject  of  cataloguing  libraries  has  become  a  special 
field  in  which  experts  have  been  trained  and  concerning  which 
a  growing  literature  and  mass  of  precedents  is  accumulating. 
The  first  treatise  on  this  subject,  which  seems  to  have  served  as 
a  groundwork  for  much  of  its  later  development,  is  Mr.  Melvil 
Dewey's  Decimal  CJassiJication  and  Relative  Index^  published  by 
the  Library  Bureau  of  Boston.  For  the  present  purpose  no 
more  successful  presentation  of  the  Dewey  system  can  be  made 
than  one  which  I  quote,  with  the  author's  permission,  from 
an  article  presented  in  1893  by  Mr.  W.  L.  Chase  and  pub- 
lished in  volume  xiv.,  page  780,  of  the  Transactions  of  this 
Society. 

**  The  Dewey  system  was  developed  chiefly  in  the  interest  of 
library  economy,  and  in  it  the  whole  field  of  knowledge  is  arbi- 
trarily divided  into  nine  classes,  represented  by  the  Arabic 
numerals  in  hundreds  place,  namely : 

"Philosophy,  100.  ;  Beligion  200.;  Sociology,  300.  ;  Philol- 
ogy, 400. ;  Natural  Science,  500.  ;  Useful  Arts,  600. ;  Fine  Arts, 

*  Presented  at  the  St.  Louis  meeting  (May  6,  1896)  of  the  American  Society  of 
Mechanical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the  Tranmction*. 
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700.;  Literature,  800. ;  History,  900.  Cyclopaedias,  Periodicals, 
etc,  too  general  in  character  to  fit  any  of  these  classes,  make  a 
tenth  class,  marked  000.  Each  class  is  divided  into  nine  or  less 
divisions,  and  each  division  into  nine  or  less  sections,  repre- 
sented respectively  by  the  numerals  in  tens  and  units  places. 
Subdivision  is  further  carried  out  decimally  to  such  an  extent 
as  may  be  necessary  to  define  any  desired  minute  classification 
of  a  subject  Naught  in  each  place,  division,  section,  etc.,  holds 
its  normal  power,  and  signifies  that  the  material  «o  marked  is 
too  general  to  be  subdivided.  Mr.  Dewey's  classification  tables 
occupy  in  his  fourth  edition  360  6.V'x  9V'  pages.  Supplementing 
the  tables  are  186  pages  devoted  to  a  relative  subject  index, 
which  contains  more  than  20,000  alphabetically  arranged  refer- 
ences to  the  heads,  subheads,  etc.,  contained  in  the  tables, 
including  synonymous  and  alternative  names,  catch  titles,  etc., 
with  the  classification  number  of  each,  giving  its  exact  place  in 
the  tables." 

It  will  be  apparent,  first,  that  the  system  can  only  be  adapted 
to  a  library  of  specifically  engineering  type  by  very  considerable 
modifications,  since  engineering  shares,  with  many  other  depart- 
ments, a  subordinate  position  under  the  heading  of  Useful  Arts. 

Secondly,  from  the  point  of  view  from  which  it  originates, 
which  is  to  make  the  cataloguing  of  the  library  a  systematic 
affair  for  the  force  concerned  in  its  prosecution,  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  avoid  bringing  about  a  state  of  affairs  which  results 
in  confusion  to  him  who,  unfamiliar  with  the  system,  or  familiar 
with  some  other  system,  or  lighted  only  by  the  light  of  nature, 
comes  to  consult  the  library  and  turns  to  the  catalogue  to  in- 
vestigate any  given  subject. 

To  find  a  library  whose  object  and  functions  are  much  the 
same  as  those  of  the  library  of  the  Mechanical  Engineers,  the 
classification  in  use  in  the  Apprentices'  Library  of  the  So- 
ciety of  the  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen  of  New  York  was 
consulted. 

Their  system  was  decimal  in  type  but  the  classes  were  quite 
different,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  summary  : 

Section    I.     Biography,  Memoirs,  Letters. 

Section  TI.     CyclopsBdias,   Collected    Works,  Periodicals,    Juvenile   Litera- 
ture. 
Section  III.     Fiction. 

Section  IV.     History,  Qeograpliy,  Voyages  and  Travels. 
Section  V.     Literature  and  Ijanguage. 
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Section  VI.     Natural  Science  and  Mathematics. 
Section  VII.     Political  and  Social  Sciences. 
Section  VIll.     Theology,  PliUosophy. 
Section  IX.     Useful  and  Fine  Arts. 

Inquiry  among  certain  experts  brought  out  the  fact  that  there 
was  no  system  of  classification  which  was  anything  like  univer- 
sal in  America,  and,  further,  that  the  opinion  among  such  think- 
ers was,  that  it  was  a  nearly  hopeless  undertaking  to  find  a  sys- 
tem which  should  be  applicable  to  all  sorts  of  libraries  having 
widely  different  kinds  of  books,  and  having  as  different  objects. 
There  was,  therefore,  removed  the  obstacle  of  reluctance  to 
break  away  from  an  accepted  standard  because,  by  so  doing, 
there  was  introduced  a  difference  of  method  whose  singularity 
would  make  it  unjustifiable. 

Without  criticising  in  detail  the  Dewey  principle  of  limiting 
all  fields  of  human  knowledge  within  nine  or  ten  classes,  it  may 
be  said,  that  an  objection  to  it  which  has  been  found  very  try- 
ing in  libraries  of  applied  science,  is  that  which  divides  natural 
science  in  one  group  and  useful  arts,  based  upon  those  sciences, 
in  another.  Nearly  all  engineering,  which  is  applied  science,  is 
based  directly  upon  a  pure  science,  and  most  books  treating  upon 
engineering  are  really  text  books  in  the  other  field  as  well.  In 
no  department  is  this  more  the  case  than  in  electrical  engineer- 
ing, for  instance,  where  the  whim  of  a  cataloguer  might  put  two 
books  in  widely  different  sections  because  one  had  more  Physics 
in  it  (Dewey  Class  500)  and  the  other  more  construction  of 
dynamos  (Dewey  Class  600).  The  same  criticism  is  to  be  made 
on  treatises  on  heat  and  heat  engines,  applied  chemistry,  etc. 

In  this  view,  therefore,  with  the  field  clear  and  without  pre- 
possession for  any  particular  system,  the  writer  asked  himself. 
What  is  the  catalogue  of  a  library  of  engineering  for  ?  The  im- 
mediate reply  would  seem  to  be  :  To  enable  a  visitar  to  the  lihrary 
in  search  of  its  sources  of  information  on  a  certain  subject  to  Jind 
wJiat  (he  library  contained  for  his  purpose  and  where  it  might  be 
found.  It  is  to  be  supposed  that  such  a  seeker  comes  without 
knowledge  of  the  titles  of  the  books  which  have  been  written 
upon  the  subject  in  question,  and  without  information  as  to  the 
names  of  authors ;  furthermore,  it  must  be  presupposed  that  the 
librarian  is  either  new  to  the  business  of  the  library,  or  is  busy, 
so  that  the  knowledge  in  detail  concerning  the  library,  on  the 
part  of  such  a  person,  is  not  to  be  depended  upon. 
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If  this  conception  of  the  function  of  a  library  card  catalogue  is 
a  sound  one,  it  means  at  once  that  the  catalogue  ceases  to  be  an 
alphabetical  list  of  mere  book  titles,  but  becomes  a  list  of  Subjects 
or  an  Index  Berum,  and  under  each  subject  should  be  found  the 
books  in  the  library,  each  upon  its  own  card,  which  treat  upon 
that  particular  subject — either  by  title  or  author  when  the  book 
is  upon  that  subject  entirely,  or  by  reference  to  another  subject 
in  the  catalogue.  On  other  cards  behind  these  will  be  found  also 
those  book  titles  in  which  besides  their  major  subjects  the  topic 
in  question  is  treated  in  a  subordinate  manner.  The  single  cards 
under  each  subject  besides  title  and  author  would  have  such  num- 
bers as  would  indicate  the  location  of  the  book  in  alcove  or  sec- 
tion and  its  location  upon  shelf  and  in  succession  so  that  it  can 
be  readily  found  and  returned.  It  would  appear,  therefore,  that 
a  person  coining  into  the  library  as  a  user  of  its  treasures  needs 
no  other  information  than  this  gives  him.  If  permitted  to  go 
to  the  shelves  he  can  go  directly  to  the  book  or  books  he  wishes 
to  consult,  or  the  most  unintelligent  of  messengers  can  do  this 
work  for  him. 

The  secondary  requirement  of  a  catalogue  is,  that  a  librarian 
not  specially  expert  in  every  department  of  human  knowledge 
should  be  able  to  locate  and  list  a  book  by  title  or  contents 
among  other  books  of  the  same  class  with  respect  to  subjects 
and  contents.  It  is  this  second  need  which  compels  division  of 
knowledge  into  groups  ;  and  the  matter  of  this  selection  of  sub- 
divisions is  one  which  will  be  likely  to  differ  for  every  library, 
by  reason  of  the  purpose  for  which  it  exists,  the  public  whom 
it  is  to  serve,  and  the  subjects  which  it  treats. 

In  arranging  a  classification  for  the  library  of  the  Society  of 
Mechanical  Engineers  with  the  decimal  system  abandoned  it 
was  natural  that  Class  I.  should  include  the  books  of  General 
REt'ERENCE,  dictionaries,  encyclopaedias,  engineers'  pocket 
books,  logarithmic  tables,  etc. 

The  f^reat  importance  of  the  current  technical  literature 
which  appears  in  the  journals,  and  the  special  emphasis  which 
is  put  in  the  present  library  upon  such  current  literature,  caused 
this  great  group  to  be  formed  into  Class  No.  II.  and  again  sub- 
divided for  convenience.  It  is  agreed  on  all  sides  that  in  a 
field  growing  so  rapidly  and  in  so  many  directions  as  that  of 
mechanical  and  allied  engineering,  much  of  great  value  is  regu- 
larly to  be  found  in  these  current  periodicals,  and  their  abund- 
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ant  use  has  been  a  symptom  that  this  opinion  is  generally 
held.  The  term  Periodical  has  been  selected  to  cover  the 
magazines  and  technical  journals,  and  under  it  also  has  been 
included  such  issues  as  come  occasionally  or  regularly  from  de- 
partments of  the  State  or  Federal  governments.  This  inclndes 
the  Patent  OflSce  Beports,  Gazettes,  Geological  and  Coast  Sur- 
vey Publications,  and  all  occasional  issues  or  bulletins  whicb 
are  not  organs  of  an  organized  scientific  society. 

The  publications  of  societies,  whether  known  as  bulletins, 
proceedings,  or  transactions,  form  Class  III.  of  the  division  and 
are  known  under  the  general  name  of  Transactions.  For  con- 
venience they  are  divided  into  American,  British  and  Colonial, 
and  Languages  other  than  English.  This  latter  can  be  subdi- 
vided again  if  at  any  time  hereafter  accumulations  in  this  sub- 
division should  make  that  procedure  desirable. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  library  of  such  an  organization, 
which  grows  by  the  procedure  of  exchange  of  the  publications 
of  a  society  with  other  societies  and  the  corporations  which 
issue  the  technical  journals,  is  compelled  to  give  to  these  de- 
partments a  consideration  and  space  which  constitute  both  its 
opportunity  and  its  strength. 

The  fourth  class  includes  commercial  literature  in  the  form 
of  Trade  Catalogues,  which  in  the  experience  of  every  engineer 
contain  a  vast  and  growing  body  of  most  interesting,  technical, 
and  professional  literature,  and  which,  while  not  always  un- 
biased, yet  is  always  up  to  date.  It  has  been  found  best  to 
subdivide  this  for  convenience  of  reference,  and  this  procedure 
of  subdivision  can  be  carried  on  indefinitely  as  it  may  prove  de- 
sirable. 

The  group  which  naturally  follows  the  trade  catalogue  class 
would  be  the  fundamental  group  of  natural  or  pure  sciences, 
Class  v.,  including  mathematics,  mechanics,  etc.;  and  here  at 
once  the  difficulty  is  touched  of  separating  between  science 
pure  and  science  applied.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  the 
difficulty  is  not  a  serious  one,  and  the  general  principle  is  fol- 
lowed of  putting  all  science  which  has  a  side  of  application  to 
industry  under  its  engineering  group,  and  leaving  in  the  group 
of  science  only  such  departments  as  at  present  lack  such  prac- 
tical bearing. 

Class  VI.  is  called  Industrial  Arts  (other  than  those  relating 
to  Metallurgy,  Metals  and  Metal-working,  Wood  and  Wood- 
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working,  and  Engineering).  This  approaches  somewhat  to 
Dewey*s  Useful  Arts  class,  but  differs  from  it  in  demanding  for 
engineering  a  recognition  and  standing  which  his  system  denies, 
and  which  constitutes  the  cogent  reason  for  breaking  from  it  in 
a  library  whose  primary  purpose  is  the  service  which  it  can  ren- 
der to  engineers  and  students  of  engineering. 

Class  VII.  covers  Mining  and  Metallurgy.  In  arranging  the 
numbers  in  sequence  of  the  classes,  regard  has  been  paid  to  the 
probable  affiliations  of  books  to  classes  upon  each  side  of  that 
to  which  they  belong.  "For  example,  metallurgy  touches  Chem- 
istry and  Engineering,  the  latter  in  its  manufacturing  aspect. 
The  machinery  for  metal  working  and  machine  design  are 
closely  inter-related  with  properties  of  materials,  testing  of 
materials,  resistance  of  materials,  and  so  on.  Hence,  in  the 
actual  arrangement  by  alcoves  or  sections,  books  of  related  pur- 
port will  be  convenient  to  each  other  and  to  the  visitor  and  user. 

Class  YIII.  is  therefore  Strength  and  Besistance  of  Materials 
and  Testing  Machines. 

Class  IX.  is  Drawing  and  Machine  Design,  and  Applied 
Mechanism. 

Class  X.  Timber,  Carpentry,  Joinery,  and  Wood-working. 

Class  XI.  Metals  and  Metal-working. 

Class  Xn.  Mills,  Manufactures,  and  Shops. 

The  section  devoted  to  motors  and  sources  of  power  and  its 
transmission  for  industrial  purposes  should  naturally  in  such  a 
library  be  not  only  of  greatest  importance  and  extent,  but 
should  as  naturally  be  accorded  a  principal  amount  of  study 
and  care.  The  power  house  or  power  plant  is  almost  an  em- 
blem or  type  of  the  industrial  epoch  through  which  we  are 
passing.     Hence,  the  following  grouping  has  been  made  : 

Class  XUI.  Heat  Fuel  and  Heat  Engines  (not  steam). 

Class  XIV.  Steam  Engineering  (stationary)  and  Motors  for 
Mills,  Shops,  and  Power  Plants. 

Class  XV.  Power  Transmission. 

Class  XVI.  Electrical  Engineering. 

Class  XVn.  Railway  Machinery  and  Equipment 

Class  XVni.  Marine  and  Naval  Engineering. 

Class  XIX.  Aerial  Transportation. 

The  most  notable  peculiarity  in  the  method  followed  in  the 
foregoing  has  been  the  including  of  water  motors  in  Class  XIV., 
rather  than  under  Mechanics  (Class  V.)  or  Hydraulic  Engineer- 
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ing  (Class  XXL).  The  motive  and  advantage  are  obvious  ;  most 
readers  are  inclined  to  work  backward  from  applications  to 
theory,  rather  than  to  begin  at  the  other  end ;  and  a  nataral 
division  is  easily  to  be  made  in  hydraulic  engineering,  where 
the  statics  of  the  structural  or  civil  engineer  passes  into  the 
field  of  dynamics,  belonging  to  the  mechanical  engineer.  Fur- 
thermore, the  subject  of  motive  power  forms  a  compact  and 
inclusive  term  for  a  class  or  section. 

Class  XX.  Military  Engineering,  Ordnance,  and  Sea  Coast 
Defence. 

Class  XXL  Hydraulic  Engineering  (not  Motors). 

Class  XXTT.  Sanitary  and  Municipal  Engineering. 

Class  XXni.  Structural,  also  called  Civil  Engineering. 

It  may  strike  some  readers  as  unusual  that  there  should 
be  no  specific  principal  heading  for  Mechanical  Engineering, 
and  that  Electrical  and  Civil  Engineering  should  receive  the 
somewhat  ruthless   subdivision   into  their  several  specialties.  (] 

There  is  nothing  uncomplimentary  in  the  method  pursued,  but,  C 

on  the  contrary,  a  recognition  of  the  great  importance  and  wide  C 

field  covered  by  these  departments ;  so  great  and  so  wide  that 
these  subdivisions  become  of  moment  enough  to  form  a  class  ^  ( 

each.    Electrical  Engineering,  for  instance,  has  to  do  either  with  I  ( 

generation  and  transmission  of  power,  with  railway  service,  with  I  i 

lighting,  or  with  metallurgy.  It  therefore  seems  better  for  a 
reader  working  in  a  department  of  industry  to  find  electrical 
methods  used  in  that  department  with  the  other  books  and 
references  upon  that  subject.  Similarly,  what  is  known  in 
America  as  Civil  Engineering  is  usually  either  Railway, 
Hydraulic,  Municipal,  or  Structural  Engineering,  and  each 
division  has  its  scope  and  place  with  the  dignity  of  such 
recognition.  No  explanation  is  necessary  for  subdividing  the 
infinite  scope  of  mechanical  engineering,  pervading  as  it  must 
the  entire  industrial  scope  of  modem  civilization. 

The  classes  which  follow  have  been  created  to  accommodate 
and  include  actual  and  probable  needs  for  classification  in  fields 
in  which  the  library  may  not  be  expected  to  be  very  strong  or 
varied  in  its  collection.  Here  of  course  other  libraries  and 
those  of  a  university  type  might  be  expected  to  differ  very 
widely,  and  to  require  extensions  and  subdivisions  which  a 
Mechanical  Engineer's  Library  would  find  both  unnecessary  and 
burdensome.      Yet  such  indefinite  and  varied  subdivision  is 
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perfectly  possible  and  convenient  for  this  system,  if  at  any 
fntore  time  it  should  be  desirable. 

Class  XXIV.  Fine  Arts,  Architecture. 

Class  XXV.  Technical  Miscellany. 

Class  XXVI.  Law,  Patents,  Inventions. 

Architecture  is  considered  by  some  of  our  best  practitioners 
to  be  passing  or  to  have  passed  from  the  avocation  of  a  structural 
or  building  practitioner  to  that  of  an  artist.  More  and  more 
the  architect  has  to  entrust  the  details  of  interior  construction — 
framing,  girders,  foundations,  loads,  etc. — to  an  engineer,  while 
he  reserves  to  himself  the  decorative  and  artistic  details  of 
fafade  and  finish.  Hence  the  grouping  of  architecture  with  ai't 
and  not  with  structure.  The  Technical  Miscellany  must  form 
an  elastic  ^^  catch-all "  for  such  material,  technical  in  character, 
as  cannot  be  logically  located  in  engineering  or  science  classes. 
World's  Fair  literature  is  a  fair  sample  of  such  material. 

Class  XXVTL  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

Class  XXVlli.  Philosophy,  Mental  Science,  and  Beligion. 

Class  XXIX.  Social  Science,  Economics,  Philanthropy,  Eth- 
nology, Anthropology. 

Class  XXX.  Philology,  Literature,  Language. 

Class  XXXI.  History. 

Class  XXXH.  Fiction,  Essays,  Poetry,  Humor. 

Class  XXXni.  Library  Methods  and  Literature  ;  Barities. 

So  far,  no  occasion  has  arisen  for  adding  to  these  classes,  but 
the  absence  of  any  limit,  such  as  is  imposed  by  a  decimal  system 
growing  by  nines  only,  makes  it  entirely  possible  to  grow  by 
division  as  well  as  by  addition.  Furthermore,  as  the  classification 
and  grouping  is  a  matter  of  administration  of  the  library  and 
not  of  its  use  by  readers,  and  no  entry  on  the  book-cards  is 
made  concerning  the  class  of  such  book,  a  re-adjustment  of 
classes  affects  only  the  staff  of  the  library,  who  may  have  grown 
accustomed  to  one  system,  and  to  whom  a  change  might  be 
confusing  at  first.  The  location  of  books  on  shelves  or  in  alcoves 
cannot  be  changed  without  changing  all  cards  and  references, 
but  this  would  hold  in  any  system  whatever.  There  does  not 
seem  any  good  reason  for  a  complicated  notation  on  the  book- 
cards,  since  the  great  and  really  the  only  purpose  is  to  point  the 
librarian  or  reader  to  the  shelf  and  number  of  the  wanted  book, 
and  the  notation  on  the  book  itself  need  be  only  sufficient  to 
enable  it  to  be  returned  to  its  proper  place  after  use. 
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In  cataloguing  the  books,  the  first  step  was  to  make  the  Ind^ 
Rerum  of  subjects.  This  was  done  upon  the  buff  cards  with 
projecting  edge  used  as  "  index  guides  "  in  ordinary  card  cata- 
logues. This,  of  course,  will  be  done  to  the  best  of  some  one's 
ability  and  experience ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  his 
foresight  will  cover  every  possible  topic  for  which  the  library 
will  be  consulted.  Such  a  list  will  be  a  matter  of  growth  from 
year  to  year,  with  progress  in  science  and  with  experience  in 
use.  Every  topic  in  every  table  of  contents  of  every  book  in 
the  library  is  to  have  its  card,  however,  and  behind  it,  the  usual 
white  book  card  or  cards  with  reference  to  the  book  or  books 
where  this  subject  may  be  found,  or  else  a  cross-reference  to 
some  other  title  under  which  it  has  seemed  more  convenient  to 
group  such  literature.  The  idea  is  that  no  matter  from  what 
point  of  view  or  of  ignorance  the  stranger  enters  the  library, 
the  catalogue  shall  at  once  by  direct  pointing  or  by  cross  refer- 
ence enable  him  to  list  upon  a  pad  the  books  which  he  wishes,  or 
else  indicate  the  location  of  books  upon  that  general  subject,  from 
among  which  in  a  small  library  he  may  select  those  particular 
volumes  which  seem  best  suited  to  his  need. 

The  alphabetical  list  of  authors  which  will  run  parallel  to 
the  subject  list  is,  of  course,  most  simple,  and  is  based  on 
accepted  library  precedents  for  such  a  dictionary  catalogue. 

It  will  take  too  much  space  to  give  the  Index  Rerum  of  sub- 
jects complete.  It  is,  perhaps,  also  unnecessary.  But  in  an 
appendix  has  been  placed  the  list  of  classes  and  sub-classes  for 
convenient  reference  and  for  criticism. 

The  object  of  the  author  will  have  been  attained  if  his  work 
can  be  of  service  to  others  with  the  same  problem  before  them, 
and  if  to  those  accustomed  to  the  Dewey  system  it  shall  serve 
to  indicate  how  radically  that  needs  extension  in  the  fields  of 
the  engineer. 

The  writer  wishes,  in  closing,  to  express  his  recognition  of 
the  help  rendered  by  Prof.  H.  B.  Gale,  member  of  the  Society, 
whose  valuable  suggestions  both  as  to  principle  and  detail, 
have  been  most  heartily  appreciated. 

APPENDIX. 

Class  l.^QcnerxU  Wark$, 
a.  Dictionaries. 
h.  Encyclopaedias. 
c.   Atlases  and  Maps. 
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d.  Indexes. 

e.  Directories  and  Registers. 

/.  Guide-books  and  Hand-books. 

ff.  Pocket-bookH.  Engiueering  Hand-books,  Tables,  etc 

A.  Tnliles  of  Logarithms,  Reckoners,  etc. 

i.  Albums  and  CoUections  of  Photographs. 

J,  Manuals  of  Railways. 

Class  2. — Periodicals  and  Magazines. 

(Not  transactions  of  Societies.) 

a.  Electricity. 

b.  Steam  Power,  Machine  Shop,  TraDsmissioo  of  Power. 
e.  General  Engiueering. 

d.  Textile  Mill  and  Factory. 

e.  Railways  and  Locomotives. 

/.  Metallurgy,  Mioing,  and  Gas. 

g.  Structural,  Sanitary,  Architectural,  and  Building. 

h.  Marine. 

i.  German,  Scandinayian,  and  Russian. 

j,  French.  Spanish,  and  Italian. 

k.  Miscellaneous. 

Class  d.^Tramactions  of  Societies. 

a.  American. 

b.  British. 

€.  Colonial,  also  Scotch  and  Irish. 

d.  Danish  and  Dutch. 

e. 

f.  French. 

g.  German. 

h.  Hispanian  and  Helvetian. 

i.  Italian. 

$.  Scandinayian  and  Sclavic. 

Class  i.—Trade  Catalogues. 

1.  Agricultural  Machinery. 

2.  Electrical  Machinery  and. Supplies. 
8.  Ellectro-metallargy  and  plating. 

4.  Fuel,  Stokers,  Combustion. 

5.  Gas  and  Oil  Engines. 

6.  Hoisting  and  Conveying. 

a.  Coal  and  Ore  Handling. 

6.  Contractors'  Plant. 

e.  Dredges  and  Steam  Shoyels. 

d.  Cranes  and  Elevators. 

e.  Grain  Elevators. 

7.  Hydraulic  Machinery. 

a.  Motors. 

6.  Pumps  and  Injectors. 
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8.  Ice  and  Refrigeration. 

9.  Laboratory  Appliances. 

a.  Testing  Machines. 
&.  Dynamometers. 
c.  Indicators. 

10.  Lubricants,  Oils,  Lubricators. 

11.  Machine  Tools  for  Metal. 

12.  Machine  Tools  for  Wood. 

18.  Machinery,  General  and  Special. 

14.  Marine  and  Nayal  Engineering. 

15.  Metallurgy,  Metals,  Alloys,  Forges,  and  Foundries. 

16.  Mining  Macliinery. 

a.  Prospecting  and  Boring. 
h.  Ore  Dressing. 

c.  Rock  Drills.  | 

d.  Air  Compressors.  I 

17.  Military  Engineering  and  Sea-coast  Defence.  I 

18.  Miscellaneous.  j 

19.  Rust-proof  Coatings,  Paints.  ' 

20.  Sanitary  Matters.  *  | 

a.  Plumbing.  I 

&.  Drainage.  j 

c,  HiBating.  , 

d.  Ventilation,  Fans,  Blowers.  ' 

21.  Steam  and  Motive  Power  (Stationary). 

a.  Steam  Boilers. 
h,      '*      Engines. 

c.  *•      Piping,  Valves,  Non-conductors.     . 

d.  "      Appliances,  Separators,  Condensers,  Heaters. 

e.  Windmills.  | 

22.  Structural. 

a.  Bridges  and  Roofs. 

b.  Shop  Structures.  • 
e.  Building  Material.  I 

d.  House  Hardware. 

e.  House  Furniture. 

28.  Surveying,  Drawing  and  Optical  Instruments 

24.  Technological  Chemistry. 

25.  Textile  Mill  Machinery. 

26.  Transmissive  Machinery. 

27.  Transportation. 

a.  \y&gous  and  Carriages. 

b.  Automobiles  and  Bicycles. 

c.  Traction  Engines.  '  • 

d.  Street  Railway  Material. 

e.  Rail  fray  Locomotives. 

/.         ••        Cars  and  Rolling  Stock. 
g.         *•        Permanent  Way  and  Rails. 
h.        '*        Switches  and  Signals. 

t.  Aerial  Transportation. 
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Class  6. — Pure  or  Matured  Science, 

a.  Mathema|ic8. 

b.  AstroDomj,  Geodesy,  and  Surreying  ;  Topography  and  Geodetic  Surreys. 

c.  Physics. 

d.  Chemistry. 

e.  Geology  and  Paleontology  ;  Geological  Surveys. 
/.  Geography. 

g.  Mineralogy,  Lithology,  and  Crystallography. 

h.  Biology,  Bacteriology. 

».  Zoology. 

j.  Fish  and  Fisheries. 

k.  Botany. 

Class  0. — Industrial  Arte. 
(Not  Engineering,  Metals  and  Metallurgy,  nor  Wood  Working.) 

a.  Agriculture  and  Forestry. 

b.  Chemical  Technology. 

(.  1.  Dyeing  and  Color  Printing. 

b.  2.  Paper  Making. 

b.  8.  Breweries. 

b,  4.  Sugar  Making,  Refining,  and  M«ichi^ety. 

b,  6.  Pottery  and  Glass. 

b,  6.  Printing  and  Inks. 

b.  7.  Brick  Making. 
€,  Gas  Making  and  Gas  Engineering. 
d.  Trades  and  Handicrafts. 

Class  7. — Mining  and  Metatturgp. 

a.  Prospecting. 

b.  Excavation,  Tunnelling,  Shaft-sinking,  Boring,  Well-sinking. 
e   Mine  Transportation  Underground. 

d.  Mine  Drainage. 

e.  Mine  Ventilation. 
/.  Mine  Accidents. 
g.  Mining  Statistics. 

A.  Ore  Dressing,  Concentration  and  Separation. 

t.  Alloys. 

j.  Precious  Metals. 

k.  Blast  Furnace. 

I.  Steel  Processes. 

Class  8. — Strength  of  Materials  and  Testing  Machines, 

a.  Strength  of  Materials. 
6.  Testing  Machines. 

c.  Res&lis  of  Test  and  Research. 

d.  Methods  of  Test,  Standards,  etc. 

e.  Engineering  Laboratory  Appliances  and  Procedure. 
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Class  9. — Drct^oing  and  Machine  Dengn  and  Mechanism, 

a.  Drawing  in  gciifral. 

b.  Descriptive  Geouietry. 

b.  1.  Shndes  and  Shadows. 
b.  3.  Perspective. 

c.  Stereotoiny  or  Stone-cutting. 

d.  Machine  Design. 

€.  Kinematics,  Mechanism,  Geometry  of  Motion. 
/.  Horology.  Clock  and  Watcli  Making. 
g.  Dynamics. 
h.  Friction  and  Lost  Work  and  Lubrication. 

Class  10. — Timber,  Carpentry,  Joinery,  and  Wood  Working, 

a.  House  Carpentry,  Stair  Building. 

b.  Joinery  and  Cabinet  Making. 

e.  Piano  and  Organ  Building. 

d.  Wood  Working,  Machine  Tools. 

e.  Pattern  Making. 

/.  Preservation  of  Timber, 

Class  11.— Metals  and  Metal  Working, 

a.  Foundry  Practice  for  Cast-iron  ;  Pattern  Making. 

b.  Forging  and  Blacksmithing. 

c.  Sheet  Metal  Work. 

d.  Machine-shop  Practice  and  Tools. 

e.  Abrading  and  Grinding  Machinery. 

Class  12. — Mills,  Manufactures,  and  SJiops, 

a.  Mill  Construction  and  Factories. 

b.  Textile  Mills. 

c.  Flour  MUls. 

d.  Paper  Mills. 

0.  Printing  Machines. 
/.  Accidents  in  Factories. 
g.  Shop  Management. 
A.  Shop  Accounts, 
t.  Shop  and  Factory  Buildings. 

Class  IS.— Heat,  Fuel,  and  Engines  {not  steam). 

a.  General. 

6.  Theory  of  Thermodynamics. 

e.  Practical  Treatises  on  Heat. 

d.  Fuels  and  Combustion. 

e.  Cliimneys. 

/.  Gas,  Oil,  and  Vapor  Engines. 
g.  Hot-air  or  Caloric  Engines. 
h.  WindMillP. 
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i.  Gompreased  Air  Motors. 

See  Air  Gompreeson. 

See  Ventilation. 
j.  Animate  Motors. 

Cukss  H.-SUam  Engineering  (Stationary)  and  Motar$  for  Mitte  and  8hop9  and 

Power  Plants. 

a.  General. 

b.  Boilers. 

e.  Steam  Engines  in  general,  for  Power. 

d,  Pnmping  Engines  and  Pamps. 

See  Hydraulics.  , 

See  Transmission. 

e.  Hoisting  Engines  and  Elevators. 

/.  Air  Compressors  and  Blowing  Engines. 

See  Compressed  Air  Motors. 

See  Ventilation. 
g.  Ice  Machines  and  Refrigeration. 
h.  Boiler  Explosions. 
•'.  Boiler  Insurance  and  inspection. 
J,  Boiler  Tests  for  Efflciencj. 
k.  Engine  Tests  for  Efficiency., 

See  Engineering  Laboratory  Appliances. 
L  Engine  Valve  Gears. 
tn.  Hydraalic  Motors,  Turbines,  Water  Wheels. 

Class  15.— Power  Transmiseion, 

a.  Gearing,  Teeth  of  Wheels. 

b.  Belting. 

6.  Cable  and  Rope  nnd  Chain. 

d.  Conveying  and  Hoisting  (not  engines). 

e.  Compressed  Air. 

/.  Hydraulic  Machinery  and  Presses  (not  motors). 

Class  16. — Electrical  Engineering, 

a.  Generation  of  Electrical  Energy,  Dynamos,  Batteries,  Thermo-electricity. 

b.  Distribution  of  Electrical  Energy. 

c.  Electric  Power  and  Motors, 

d.  Electric  Lighting. 

e.  Electro-metallurgy. 
/.  Electro-plating. 

g.  Telegraph  and  Telephone. 

A.  Magnetism. 

•'.  Electric  Accumulators  and  Storage. 

Class  17. — Railway  Machinery  and  Equipment, 

a.  Locomotives. 

b.  Cars. 

e.  Train  Brakes. 
29 
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d.  Permanent  Way,  Switches  and  Signals. 

«.  Traction  Engineering  on  Roads;  Auto-mobile  Carriages,  Bicycles. 

/.  Street  Railway  Engineering. 

^.  Rapid  Transit  in  Cities. 

A.  Manuals  of  Railways.     (See  1.  j.) 

Class  18. — Marine  and  Natal  Engine&ring, 

a.  Marine  Arcbitecture,  Ship  building  and  Hulls. 
5.  Dock  Yards  and  Ship  Yards. 

e.  Marine  Eugenes. 

d.  Ship  Propelling  Apparatus. 

e.  Steering  Machinery. 

For  Electric  Navigation  see  Electricity. 

Class  19. — Aerial  Transportation. 

•a.  Aeroplanes. 

b.  Flying  Machines. 

c.  Balloons. 

See  Military  Engineering. 

Class  20. — Military,  Ordnance,  Sea-coast  Defence, 

a.  Forts,  Fortifications,  Sea-coaat  Defence. 

b.  Guns  and  Carriages. 

c.  Projectiles  and  Armor-plate. 

d.  Explof>iyes. 

See  Chemistry. 
See  Mining. 

e.  Tactics,  Signalling,  Manoeuvres,  etc. 
/.  Lighthouses. 

Class  21. — Hydraulic  Engineering  (not  Motors), 

a.  Water  Power  in  general. 

b.  Irrigation. 

c.  Dams. 

d.  Canals  and  Locks. 

e.  River  and  Harl)or  Improvement. 

Canalization  of  Rivers. 
/.  Hydrography,  and  Hydrographic  Engineering. 

Class  22. — Sanitary  and  Municipal, 

a.  Heating  and  Ventilation. 

b.  Drainn^e,  S«*weraife  and  Sewage  and  Garbage  Disposal. 

c.  Crematories  and  Cremation. 

d.  Water-works  Engineering. 

See  Pumping  Engines,  Irrigation. 

e.  Irrigation. 

See  Hydraulic  and  Canals. 
/.  Lighting  of  Cities. 

See  Electricity,  Gas,  etc. 
For  Lighthouses  see  Military. 
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g.  Public  Works  of  Cities. 

A.  Roads  and  Pavements. 

i.  Docks,  Piers,  and  Bulkheads. 

j.  Health  Boards  and  Public  Health. 

Class  28. — Structural,  aUo  caUed  Civil  Engineering. 

a.  Bridges,  Roofs,  and  Viaducts. 

b.  Cellular  or  Skel<$ton  Structures. 

e.  Retaining  Walls  and  Masonry  in  generaL 

d.  Foandations. 

e.  Arches. 

/  Cements  and  mortars. 
g.  Beams  and  Girden>. 

Tunnelling,  see  Mining. 

Railways,  see  Transportation. 

Canals,  see  Hydraulics. 

Water- works,  see  Sanitary. 
h.  Slow-burning  Constructions. 

f.  Fire-protection  of  Buildings. 
J.  Cements  and  Mortars. 

Class  24.^Fine  Arts,  Architecture. 

a.  Architectural  History. 

b.  Architectural  Decoration. 
e.  Architectural  Monuments. 

d.  Painting. 

e.  Sculpture. 

/.  Photography. 

g.  Art  Processes  for  Engraving. 

h.  Engraving. 

i.  Music. 

J.  Arts  of  Design. 

Class  25. — Technical  MieceUany, 

a.  Exhibitions  and  Expositions :  World's  Fairs. 
h.  Amusements  and  Sports. 

Class  26. — Law  PatenU  and  Inventions, 

a.  (General  and  Common  Law. 

b.  Contracts. 

c.  Laws  of  BusineHS 

d.  Engineering  Law. 

e.  Specifications. 
/.  Patent  History. 

g.  Patent  Decisions  and  Suits. 
h.  Patent  SpecificHtious  and  Claims  (Gazette). 
t.  Patent  Reports. 
j.  Patents  (Enjxlinh). 
k.  Ph  tents  (Continental). 
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Clasb  27. — Medicine  and  Surgery. 

a.  Physiology. 

b.  Hygiene. 

c.  Nutrition  and  Foods. 

Class  28. — PhUoiophy,  Mental  Science,  and  Religion. 

a.  Logic. 

h.  Metaphysics. 

c.  Insanity. 

d.  Ethics. 

e.  Theology. 

Class  29. — Social  Science,  Ueonomice,  Philanthropy,  Ethnology,  Anthrt^^f^o^^^^' 

a.  Political  Economy. 

b.  Civil  Government. 

c.  Lahor  Problems. 

d.  Education  (general).  ^ 

e.  Education  (technical).  gJlQ 
/.  Social  Customs. 
g.  Statistics. 

h.  Census  Reports  on  Population. 
i.  Industrial  Evolution.  I    Hot] 

j.  Reformatory  Institutions.  1     \ 

k.  Hospitals,  Asylums,  Sanatoriums. 
I,  Charity  Organizations. 


Class  30. — Philology,  Literature,  Language, 


a.  Philology. 

b.  Literature. 

c.  Language. 

d.  Grammar. 

e.  Rhetoric. 


Class  81. — History,  etc. 


a.  History. 

b.  Biography. 

c.  Memoirs. 

d.  Letters. 

e.  Travels  and  Voyages. 

Class  S2.'-Ficiion,  etc, 

a.  Fiction. 

b.  EsBays, 
c. 

d.  Wit  and  Humor. 

e.  Poetry. 

Class  SS,— Library  Methods  and  Cataloguing;  Rarities. 
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DISCUSSION. 

Mr.  John  B.  Blood. — This  problem  of  the  classification  of  en- 
gineering literatnre  has  come  to  me  in  several  ways,  principally 
that  of  cataloguing  manufactured  apparatus  and  cataloguing 
drawings  and  shop  work  and  apparatus,  together  with  the  cata- 
loguing of  literature  both  in  detail  for  my  own  personal  engi- 
neering use  and  for  a  library.  In  taking  this  up  for  study  I  have 
taken  it  up  both  from  the  practical  point  as  it  has  come  to  me 
in  business  connections,  and  from  the  theoretical  side  with 
reference  to  the  correct  method  of  taking  it  up  in  practice. 
From  my  standpoint  and  from  my  studies  I  will  take  up  a  few 
points  in  Mr.  Button's  paper  as  they  come  to  me. 

On  page  423,  paragraph  3,  the  Dewey  principle  is  departed 
from  on  account  of  the  modifications  necessary.  Now  in  this  con- 
nection, as  I  have  taken  it  up,  the  modifications  necessary  are 
simply  additions.  That  is  to  say,  Mr.  Dewey  has  taken  the  thing 
up  in  a  very  general  way,  inasmuch  as  most  libraries  do  not 
have  a  large  space  devoted  to  engineering,  and  therefore  he  has 
not  had  time  and  has  not  had  occasion  to  take  this  matter  up. 

Beferring  to  paragraph  4, 1  would  say  the  best  system  is  the 
system  which  is  the  simplest,  and  has  the  fewest  references.  I 
will  take  one  case  in  the  system  proposed  here.  Supposing  a 
man  wants  to  look  up  data  with  reference  to  a  mining  air  com- 
pressor :  he  has  to  look  u^der  Section  II.,  division  /,  for  peri- 
odicals on  that  subject ;  under  Section  III.  for  the  transactions ; 
under  Section  FV.,  16rf,  for  trade  catalogues ;  under  Section 
VII.,  gr,  for  statistics ;  under  Section  XXVI.  for  patents  ;  where, 
by  any  system  which  is  reasonably  adapted  to  this  work,  only 
one,  or  possibly  two,  references — that  is,  the  function  and  the 
thing  itself — would  be  needed.  This  gives  the  other  side  of  it ; 
that  is,  the  very  general  references  rather  than  the  particular. 
The  greater  number  of  calls  would  not  be  for  transactions  as 
such,  but  some  particular  transactions  and  some  particular 
thing.  The  system  collects  all  books  into  one  place,  or  possibly 
two ;  that  is  to  say,  if  the  subject  has  two  main  points — one  par- 
ticular thing  itself  and  one  particular  function — it  ought  to  be 
catalogued  under  those  two  points. 

At  page  423,  paragraph  5,  it  says  that  the  catalogue  should 
take  up  the  case  in  hand  with  regard  to  it  solely  ;  that  is  to  say, 
the  definite  functions  of  the  library  in  hand  should  be  considered 
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primarily.  I  think  that  the  subject  should  be  taken  up  in  a 
general  manner  primarily,  and  its  adaptation  secondarily  ;  that 
is,  if  the  adaptation  does  not  materially  increase  the  difficulties. 

Page  424,  para^aph  3,  refers  to  a  standard  which  has  not  been 
made.  The  reason  that  it  has  not  been  made  is  because  the 
engineers  or  the  people  in  this  country  who  would  use  this 
work  have  not  taken  it  up,  and  I  think  it  ia  this  general  stand- 
ard that  we  want  to  establish  rather  than  to  get  something  that 
is  simply  adapted  to  one  particular  case. 

Beferring  to  page  424,  paragraph  4,  where  the  limitation  of 
nine  classes  is  spoken  of,  that  is  the  point  which  has  always  been 
brought  up  by  men  looking  into  this  system.  I  have  had  that 
thrown  at  me  a  great  many  times,  as  I  have  posed  as  a  decimal 
classification  man,  for  the  last  eighteen  months  especially,  and 
I  have  had  that  question  to  answer  a  great  many  times.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  a  limitation  at  all,  because  if  you  want  to  run 
from  9  to  99  class,  you  have  simply  to  use  two  figures  instead 
of  one ;  and  if  you  want  one  hundred  divisions  the  lowest  num- 
ber of  figures  which  you  need  to  give  is  two ;  but  if  by  mistake 
of  the  cataloguer,  or  by  lack  of  foresight,  some  of  the  divisions 
are  given  more  prominence  than  they  should  have,  of  course 
that  makes  the  subdivision  come  wrong,  and  Mr.  Dewey  in  his 
work  has  left  the  ninth  class  open,  and  sometimes  more  than 
the  ninth — the  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth — for  a  subdivision. 
He  always,  if  practicable,  gives  this  ninth  class  the  title  of 
Miscellaneous,  and  suggests  that,  where  the  foresight  of  the 
cataloguer  has  not  been  sufficient,  this  ninth  class  can  be  sub- 
divided, and  used  in  parallel  with  the  other  eight  classes. 

At  page  424,  paragraph  4,  mention  is  made  of  the  difficulty  of 
separating  pure  science  from  applied  science.  In  my  branch 
of  the  business,  electrical  engineering,  this  seems  to  be  the 
worst  case,  because  from  its  nature  electrical  engineering  is  so 
technical.  I  know  the  point  has  come  and  we  have  found  no 
trouble  with  it.  1  would  say  in  this  relation  that  we  have 
worked  the  Dewey  or  decimal  system  in  connection  with  our 
literature  and  tests  and  records  for  about  eighteen  months  now, 
and  we  have  had  no  occasion  to  find  the  limitations.  Of  course 
there  have  been  some  compromises  and  cross  references,  which 
must  come  on  account  of  the  non-infallibility  of  the  original 
cataloguer.  But  pure  science  and  applied  science  do  not  make 
the  cataloguing   difficult.     The  way  I  have  taken  this   up  is 
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where  science,  apparently  pure,  was  directly  applied  to  the  con- 
struction or  design  of  apparatus,  to  put  it  under  the  applied 
science  heading.  Of  course,  if  the  subject  is  on  the  line  be- 
tween— that  is  to  say,  if  it  is  very  near  pure  and  very  near 
applied — a  man  looking  it  up  would  naturally  look  at  both 
headings  anyway.  That  is  to  say,  he  might  not  know  whether 
what  he  wanted  was  pure  or  applied,  and  irrespective  of  where 
the  book  was  catalogued  he  would  look  up  the  two  head- 
ings, and  therefore  get  the  book  whether  it  was  in  one  or  the 
other. 

On  page  424,  paragraph  6,  the  question  is  asked  :  **  What  is 
the  catalogue  of  a  library  of  engineering  for  ?  '*  And  the  answer 
given  is :  "  To  enable  a  visitor  to  the  library  in  search  of  its 
sources  of  information  on  a  certain  subject  to  find  what  the 
library  contained  for  his  purpose,  and  where  it  might  be  found." 
I  think  I  would  add  to  that  answer — "  with  as  few  references 
and  the  least  complication  possible."  As  I  mentioned  before, 
in  some  cases  there  may  be  five  or  six  references  to  find  one 
subject,  whereas  if  they  were  classified  by  subjects  instead  of 
by  groups  these  would  all  be  near  together.  Of  course  the  gen- 
eral and  specific,  where  there  were  a  great  number  of  specific 
cases  in  a  group,  would  make  the  number  of  headings  so  large 
that  they  might  not  be  side  by  side  for  one  particular  subject. 
For  instance,  periodicals  on  mining  would  be  in  the  mining 
department,  whereas  an  article  on  air  compressors  in  a  periodi- 
cal on  mining  would  not  be  absolutely  side  by  side  with  books 
on  air  compressors. 

Beferring  to  page  425,  paragraph  2,  when  the  classes  are  based 
on  other  than  subject  lines  the  catalogue  ceases  to  be  a  subject 
index,  and  simply  becomes  a  systematic  grouping.  In  referring 
to  trade  catalogues,  periodicals,  and  patent  office  reports,  it  is 
not  in  general  desired  to  refer  to  them  as  such,  although  if  it  is 
necessary  they  can  be  put  together.  For  instance,  trade  cata- 
logues are  now  coming  to  be  pretty  good  dissertations  on  the 
branch  to  which  they  relate.  In  fact,  in  some  cases  the  latest 
and  best  information  can  be  found  i}i  the  trade  catalogues,  and 
I  would  prefer  a  system  where  these  trade  catalogues  and  peri- 
odicals can,  as  nearly  as  possible,  be  put  by  their  heads  There 
is  a  publication  entitled  Cmnpressed  Air.  If  that  was  put  under 
periodicals,  of  course  it  could  not  be  found  there ;  but  practi- 
cally, for  the  practical  use  of  the  subject,  that  periodical  on 
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compressed  air  would  come  beside  the  books  on  compressed 
air,  and  be  easy  of  access  when  wanted 

Page  426,  paragraph  3 — the  transactions.  If  it  is  necessary  to 
keep  them  together,  as  I  say,  it  can  be  done  by  using  a  special 
number.  For  instance,  at  the  World's  Pair  the  New  York  State 
Library  sent  a  catalogue  of  books  written  by  women,  and  this 
library  has  been  designed  to  be  kept  separate.  Therefore  the 
numbers  were  given  the  same  as  they  would  be  under  an  ordi- 
nary catalogue  and  a  '*  W"  prefixed,  so  that  these  books  appear  in 
the  catalogue  the  same  as  ordinarily,  with  this  "  W  "  prefixed ; 
and  any  one  wanting  those  books — whether  there  is  another  one 
in  another  part  of  the  library  or  not — that  special  collection  is  in 
the  "  W "  alcove,  and  they  are  catalogued  in  the  same  way  as 
they  would  be  if  they  were  in  the  same  library.  So  I  think  if 
it  is  necessary  to  keep  the  transactions  separate,  all  you  have  to 
do  is  to  give  a  separate  letter  before  the  catalogue  number, 
which  would  indicate  that  they  are  in  a  special  alcove  by  them- 
selves. 

Cross  references  are  always  necessary,  because  authors  have 
not  got  to  the  time  yet  where  they  will  define  the  subject  about 
which  they  are  writing.  A  great  many  times  two  different 
phases,  or  two  different  subjects,  are  brought  together  under 
one  cover.  Of  course  a  general  treatise  would  naturally  go 
further  up  in  the  same  classification ;  but  two  special  treakiaes 
in  the  same.book  must  necessitate  a  cross  reference. 

With  regard  to  the  detail — Boman  characters  in  cataloguing 
have  been  thrown  out  a  long  time  ago,  on  account  of  the  large 
number ;  in  fact,  one  of  the  chief  troubles  in  systematic  classifi- 
cation is  the  large  number  of  characters  which  you  run  across, 
and  the  Boman  characters  simply  add  to  the  complication.  In 
this  system  you  have  five  characters  to  start  with.  Then  the 
subdivision  will  give  you  two  more  possibly,  and  the  number  of 
the  book  may  give  you  another  letter  or  two  additional  num- 
bers, which  will  make  the  catalogue  number  of  the  book  quite 
large.  Of  course,  where  you  simply  break  it  up  and  refer  to 
the  alcove  as  the  27th  alcove,  you  have  to  remember  that,  and 
remember  the  number  as  well. 

The  subject  of  classes — I  have  taken  up  and  proposed  to  Mr. 
Dewey  a  system  whereby  a  large  number  of  classes  can  be  had ; 
that  is  to  say,  I  have  separated  letters  and  figures — ^for  instance, 
2  B  6  A.     You  can  index  each   section  and  an  innumerable 
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number  of  classes  without  complicatioii,  or  you  can  increase  one 
or  more  of  the  classes.  That  is  something  which  presents  a 
decided  advance  in  cataloguing,  but  I  have  not  had  a  chance  to 
take  it  up  in  detail  with  Mr.  Dewey,  or  a  chance  to  study  it 
myself  to  know  what  there  is  in  it  But  if  it  is  desired  to 
classify  under  classes  primarily,  I  think  that  is  the  way  to 
do  it. 

In  taking  up  the  theory  of  classification,  ifc  comes  in  this 
manner ;  that  is  to  say,  almost  everything  will  have  two  parts — 
the  thing  and  its  function ;  and  if  the  thing  is  the  most  promi- 
nent you  catalogue  it  under  the  thing,  or  if  the  function  is  most 
prominent  you  catalogue  it  under  the  function ;  and,  in  general, 
everything  catalogued  will  have  these  two  functions,  and  a 
person  going  to  the  library  will  generally  want  to  look  up  the 
two  references. 

Another  thing  which  has  been  used  in  Mr.  Dewey's  system  is 
the  mnemonic  system ;  that  is  to  say,  certain  numbers  have  a 
certain  meaning  throughout  the  whole  cataloguing.  While  it  is 
not  entirely  so,  you  can  sometimes  know  exactly  the  number  of 
a  book,  or  the  section  which  it  is  in,  from  that  letter.  I  have 
taken  up  electrical  engineering,  as  it  has  been  in  my  branch, 
quite  carefully ;  but  on  account  of  the  fact  that  the  other 
branches  of  engineering  have  not  been  taken  up,  although  Mr. 
Chase  has  taken  them  up  to  some  extent,  I  do  not  wish  to  pre- 
sent it  for  publication  until  it  has  been  taken  up  with  the  other 
branches.  Mr.  Chase  has  taken  engineering  up  and  given  it  for 
what  it  is  worth.  He  has  not  taken  it  up  in  detail  in  some 
cases,  and  he  has  not  given  numbers  in  other  cases.  On  page 
805  he  says :  "  The  thing  in  view  is  to  extend  and  develop  some 
scheme  under  the  general  subject  of  engineering  in  so  able  and 
thorough  a  maimer  that  it  will  come  into  use  for  the  uniform 
classification  and  indexing  of  individual  collections,  engineering 
libraries,  periodicals,  and  society  transactions."  Mr.  Jenks,  in 
August,  1893,  said  :  "  If  a  committee  can  be  induced  to  under- 
take the  necessary  labor,  and  will  give  us  a  complete  classifica- 
tion, with  accompanying  samples,  I  for  one  shall  be  glad  to  have 
such  a  guide."  Mr.  Hutton,  in  his  paper,  ends  up  with  the 
statement :  "  The  object  of  the  author  will  have  been  attained  if 
his  work  can  be  of  service  to  others  with  the  same  problem 
before  them,  and  if  to  those  accustomed  to  the  Dewey  system  it 
shall  serve  to  indicate  how  radically  that  needs  extension  in  the 
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fields  of  the  engineer."  I  agree  with  all  this,  and  it  is  with  this 
object  that  I  make  these  remarks.  One  of  the  British  societies, 
I  think  it  is  the  Bojal  Society,  is  to  take  up  this  subject  with 
reference  to  their  publications,  and  with  reference  to  the  cata- 
loguing of  the  work  in  their  society;  and  the  Belgian  and 
French  engineers  have  been  taking  this  up  and  pushing  this 
classification  for  what  they  can.  The  members  are  business 
men  in  the  different  branches,  and  the  law,  medicine,  and 
sociology  sections  have  been  taken  up  in  detail  through  the  aid 
of  these  different  societies.  The  proceedings  are  properly 
catalogued  current  literature,  with  their  numbers  in  order. 
The  Belgians  are  strongly  advocating  the  decimal  system  for  a 
uniform  system.  I  think  it  is  specially  timely  that  this  subject 
should  be  taken  up  in  this  country,  and  it  can  be  by  this 
Society,  as  it  is  eminently  the  place  from  which  it  should  come. 
We  can  work  in  conjunction  with  others,  doing  the  same  work 
at  the  same  time,  and  benefit  will  accrue  from  the  fact  that 
more  people  are  working  on  it  who  have  cognizance  of  this 
subject.  I  would  like  to  make  a  motion,  or  recommend  that  the 
Council  of  this  Society  appoint  a  committee  to  take  up  the 
matter  of  systematic  classification  of  engineering  literature  in 
this  way.     Would  that  be  a  motion  or  recommendation  ? 

The  Secretary. — It  might  very  properly  come  up  as  new  busi- 
ness presently. 

Mr.  Paid  M.  Chamberlain. — I  would  like  to  say  a  word  regard- 
ing Class  5,  the  trade  catalogue.  I  presume  that  every  one 
having  had  occasion  to  keep  trade  catalogues  for  reference  has 
been  much  annoyed  with  the  difficulty  of  shelving  and  indexing 
them  in  such  manner  as  shall  make  them  readily  accessible. 
The  lack  of  uniformity  in  size  and  difficulty  of  affixing  a  num- 
ber to  the  back  are  the  principal  obstacles.  Several  years  ago 
we  used  for  this  purpose  in  the  mechanical  department  of  the 
Michigan  Agricultural  College  a  series  of  drawers  labelled  with 
the  general  headings.  This  did  fairly  well  so  long  as  the  cata- 
logues did  not  get  out  of  place,  bufc  if  one  did  not  find  that  which 
he  had  good  reason  to  believe  should  be  there,  a  search 
through  many  and  perhaps  all  the  drawers  followed.  We  finally 
adopted  a  scheme  which,  though  new,  commended  itself  and 
has  proven  very  satisfactory.  The  catalogues  we  wished  to 
preserve  were  obtained  in  duplicate  and  the  margins  of  the 
pages  trimmed  off  with  a  hand  paper  trimmer.     The  consecu- 
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tive  pages  were  then  pasted  on  sheets  of  stout  paper  18  x  24 
inches,  and  put  under  a  press  made  with  two  drawing  boards  and 
simple  clamps.  These  large  sheets  were  then  made  into  book 
form  by  punching  four  holes  on  one  edge  and  fastening  with 
shoestring.  The  whole  was  indexed  by  name  and  by  subject. 
The  books  are  too  large  to  be  moved  but  are  very  conveniently 
arranged  for  reference.  It  is  seldom  that  a  catalogue  oovers 
more  than  two  or  three  of  these  large  pages,  so  one  can  look 
over  a  vast  number  of  catalogues  in  a  very  short  time. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Suplee. — I  think  that  probably  the  largest  strictly 
technical  mechanical  library  in  the  country  which  has  been  fairly 
classified  is  that  of  the  Franklin  Institute  in  Philadelphia,  and 
the  system  in  use  there  is  very  similar  to  the  one  which  Pro- 
fessor Hutton  has  reported  here.  The  contracted  quarters  for 
the  library  are  such  that  they  cannot  get  the  classification  on 
the  shelves  that  they  wish.  The  card  catalogue  is  divided  into 
a  subject  catalogue  and  an  author's  catalogue  ;  and  so  far  as 
being  classified  for  the  user's  convenience,  as  the  prime  point, 
and  the  librarian's  as  the  secondary  one,  it  is  certainly  a  success. 
The  members  use  it  successfully,  and  people  go  at  once  to  the 
catalogue  and,  as  a  rule,  find  directly  what  they  want.  That 
library  is  particularly  rich  in  the  transactions  of  societies  and 
also  in  patent  reports.  It  is  one  of  the  few  places  in  the  country 
where  entirely  complete  sets  of  the  patent  reports  of  nearly 
every  foreign  country  can  be  found  and  where  they  are  constantly 
being  consulted  I  think  an  attempt  to  classify  either  those 
transactions  or  the  reports  so  that  they  would  be  arranged 
strictly  by  subjects  would  interfere  with  their  use.  No  attempt 
is  made  there  to  follow  the  decimal  system,  but  the  classification 
of  the  subjects  by  Boman  numerals  I  think  is  followed. 

I  would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  members  to  a  point 
mentioned  in  a  small  French  pamphlet  on  the  classification  of 
books,  as  to  the  arrangement  of  books  on  shelves  in  vertical 
rows  instead  of  horizontal  ones.  Books  on  the  same  subject 
are  of  all  sizes.  If  we  attempt  to  place  them  horizontally  we 
have  a  big  book  and  two  little  ones  and  then  an  odd  sized  one  ; 
but  if  we  place  the  shelves  with  the  smaller  spaces  above,  con- 
stantly increasing  in  depth,  and  place  the  class  divisions  ver- 
tically, then  we  can  place  the  books  of  the  same  sizes  on  shelves 
side  hy  side.  We  can  get  many  more  books  in  the  same  space, 
because  by  having  this  gradation  we  do  not  have  to  have  allow- 
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anoe  enough  in  every  shelf  for  books  of  all  heights,  and  in  prac- 
tice it  is  foand  to  work  verj  well  The  little  book  is  called  UAH 
de  Glasser  les  Notes,  by  M.  Guyot-Daubes. 

M7\  William  Kent.— I  do  not  see  it  definitely  stated  in  the 
paper  whether  it  is  a  classification  of  a  card  catalogue  or  a 
classification  of  the  books.  I  would  like  to  ask,  if  we  want  to 
find  architecture,  do  we  look  under  letter  "  A ''  or  under  Class  24  ? 

Professor  Hutton. — There  is  a  heading  in  the  card  catalogue, 
Architecture,  and  all  the  books  on  the  subject  of  architecture 
and  all  periodicals  on  the  subject  of  architecture  and  all  refer- 
ences to  the  subject  are  under  that.  There  is  no  classification 
reference  whatever  on  the  cards.  That  is  not  a  matter  that 
concerns  anybody  whatever  but  the  librarian. 

Mr.  Kent — Then  if  I  wanted  to  find  architecture  in  the  card 
catalogue  I  would  go  to  letter  *•  A  "  first  ? 

Professor  Hutton. — Yes. 

Mr.  Kent, — Then  it  seems  to  me  that  all  this  question  of 
classification  described  in  the  paper  is  simply  one,  as  the  author 
says,  of  administration  of  the  library  and  not  for  the  conven- 
ience of  users.  It  would  not  make  any  difference  to  the  users 
whether  the  books  were  classified  as  shown  here  or  classified 
chronologically  or  in  any  other  way.  That  is,  if  you  wanted  to 
find  some  one's  book  on  architecture  you  would  go  to  the  card 
catalogue  and  find  under  "A"  the  book  you  wanted  and  its  number, 
shelf  so-and-so,  alcove  so-and-so,  and  you  go  and  get  the  book 
from  its  location.  So  the  classification  is  only  one  of  conven- 
ience to  the  administrators  of  the  library,  and  this  classification 
for  that  purpose  is  probably  as  good  as  any  other.  But  this 
whole  subject  of  classification  I  think  should  be  treated  a  little 
more  broadly — how  we  should  classify  our  own  libraries,  our 
notes  and  our  clippings,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing ;  and  then 
this  question  comes  up,  Is  this  system  of  Professor  Button's  a 
good  system  ?  I,  myself,  don't  think  it  is.  For  instance,  we 
want  to  study  something  about  the  ventilation  of  mines.  If  I 
wanted  to  look  up  that  subject  in  Professor  Button's  classifi- 
cation I  would  have  to  look  under  several  classes,  viz.  :  com- 
pressors, compressed  air,  mines,  mine  ventilation,  fans  and 
blowers,  and  blowing  engines,  and  all  these  things  in  different 
classes ;  and  if  we  wanted  to  use  a  wind-mill  to  make  power, 
that  is  still  under  another  class.  If  we  want  to  consider  the 
problem  of  digging  a  ditch  to  drain  the  mine  and  also  to  pump 
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water  oat  of  the  mine,  we  would  perhaps  have  to  look  under 
Mine  Engineerings  one  class ;  Mine  Drainage,  another  class ; 
Pumping  Engines,  another  class ;  Hydraulic  Machinery,  another 
class ;  Drainage  and  Irrigation,  another  class.  This  question 
of  classification  came  up  with  myself — ^to  make  a  personal  refer- 
ence— in  getting  all  the  mass  of  stuff  that  I  had  out  of  which 
I  compiled  my  Mechanical  En^ineer^a  Pockethook — how  to 
classify  it  for  a  subject  of  study,  and  then  how  to  classify  it 
to  put  it  in  the  book ;  and  I  adopted  the  system — taking  air  as 
an  illustration — of  putting  everything  relating  to  air  under  the 
general  head  Air.  Under  that  would  be  wind-mills,  air  com- 
pressors, compressed  air,  ventilation — ventilation  I  put  as  a 
combination  of  heat  and  air,  coming  under  both  of  them— fans 
and  blowers  and  blowing  engines,  and  anything  relating  to  air,  I 
put  under  that  general  head.  Anything  that  had  relation  to  water 
I  put  under  water — irrigation,  mine  drainage,  sewage,  evapora- 
tion of  water,  the  qualities  of  water,  water  meters  and  turbine 
wheels,  pumps— everything  that  has  relation  to  water.  So 
also  I  gave  a  general  class  to  steam.  Under  that  class  would 
be  subdivisions  for  steam  boilers,  steam  engines,  steam  pipes ; 
while  in  Professor  Hutton's  classification  I  think  he  has  steam 
in  two  or  three  places.  In  Professor  Hutton's  classification  he 
has  fuels,  combustion,  and  chimneys  together  under  Heat,  Fuel, 
and  Engines  (not  steam).  Then  he  has  boilers  under  another 
heading — under  Steam  Engineering.  It  seems  to  me  that  boil- 
ers and  engines  ought  to  go  nearer  together.  The  system  I 
adopted  I  found  very  satisfactory  indeed. 

Mr.  Blood, — I  would  like  to  say  in  connection  with  that  shelf 
number,  that  that  is  one  of  the  main  instigations  to  Mr.  Dewey 
to  work  out  that  system.  That  is,  he  worked  out  a  system  so 
that  a  number  of  a  book  would  not  put  it  in  any  one  place.  If 
you  number  your  book  and  it  is  the  correct  number,  that  is  the 
correct  number  wherever  you  put  it ;  and  if  one  section  grows 
large  and  you  want  to  put  the  next  section  in  lY^th  \i\  you  do  not 
have  to  change  the  shelf  numbers  at  all,  because  the  shelves  are 
not  numbered.  You  simply  move  that  section  along ;  and  that 
diyorcing  of  the  shelf  number  from  the  book  number,  or,  in  fact, 
having  no  such  thing  as  a  shelf  number,  and  letting  the  book 
number  be  the  entire  reference,  is  the  main  object  of  the  deci- 
mal system  as  applied  to  libraries.  For  instance,  mention  is 
made  of  the  fact  that  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  man  who 
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wants  to  see  the  books.  In  the  State  Library  at  Albany  they 
have  this  system.  It  is  not  entirely  a  free  library,  so  that  cer- 
tain privileges  are  given  to  those  who  have  a  chance  to  use  it 
which  they  would  not  have  in  a  large  free  library.  I  can  go  into 
that  library  and  find  the  number  that  I  want.  If  I  want  to  look 
up  engineering  I  can  look  at  621.  If  I  want  to  look  at  a 
specialty,  say  dynamos  in  electrical  engineering — 621.311.  I  go 
to  that  part  of  the  library  and  the  books  are  there.  I  need  to 
ask  no  attendant  about  it.  The  same  with  genealogy,  921 — all 
you  have  to  do  is  to  get  your  key  number  and  you  know  where 
all  those  books  are.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  the  additional 
function  of  the  shelf  number  and  drawer  number.  The  point  in 
cataloguing,  especially  in  trade  cataloguing,  is  to  get  the  single 
number  to  represent  many  functions.  In  the  cataloguing  of 
manufactures,  we  have  the  catalogue  number  of  the  article,  the 
drawing  number  which  it  is  made  by,  the  patent  number,  and 
the  factory  number  on  which  the  thing  is  carried  through  the 
factory.  And  besides  that,  there  are  the  requisition  number  of 
the  man  who  wants  the  article,  and  the  shipping  number  of  the 
man  who  gets  it.  How  can  we  combine  those  ?  In  a  library  it 
is  the  same  problem — how  can  we  have  one  number  do  the 
function  of  recording  the  book  and  showing  where  it  can  be 
found,  and  have  it  so  that  it  can  be  found  with  the  like  books? 

Prof,  F.  B.  I/utton.* — I  have  been  much  interested  in  the 
discussion  which  this  paper  has  elicited,  and  particularly 
because  it  reveals  that  much  diflference  of  opinion  is  possible, 
and  yet  most  of  the  opinions  be  correct. 

I  am  particularly  interested  in  Mr.  Suplee's  reference  to  the 
method  pursued  in  the  library  of  Franklin  Institute. 

There  is  not  so  much  diflference  between  the  view  of  the 
author  and  those  members  who  have  diflfered  with  him  as  to 
make  a  reconciliation  impossible,  if  such  should  seem  desirable. 
The  real  diflference  is,  that  I  lay  particular  stress  upon  the  a/rd 
catalogue  of  materyil  to  be  considered,  and  put  the  division  of  it 
into  classes  into  an  entirely  subordinate  relation.  My  critics 
consider  the  classification  of  prime  significance,  and  would  put 
everything  into  the  pigeon-hole  section,  or  alcove,  where  their 
principle  of  classification  would  compel  it.  By  the  dictionary, 
or  alphabetical  system,  which  is  the  basis  or  starting  point  of 

*  Author's  closure,  under  the  Rules. 
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the  paper,  it  is  a  matter  of  complete  indifference  in  whai  alcove 
or  section  a  book  or  filed  material  is  to  be  found,  since  the  card 
catalogue  gives  full  information  on  this  point. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  although  making  the  card  catalogue  the 
primary  basis,  the  classification  principle  is  followed  in  prac- 
tice ;  the  shelving  is  divided  vertically,  according  to  the  most 
shrewd  suggestion  of  Mr.  Suplee,  and  each  vertical  section  is 
headed  by  a  class  number.  Nobody  uses  the  class  number, 
however,  unless  he  prefers  to  reject  the  card  catalogue.  If  he 
does,  he  goes  to  the  section  desired,  designated  by  his  class 
number,  and  there  finds  the  books  on  that  subject.  The  card- 
catalogue  user,  on  the  other  hand,  is  directed  to  the  book  or 
books  upon  the  subject  which  he  has  found  by  its  alphabetical 
relation  in  the  catalogue,  by  the  shelf  number,  and  not  by  the 
class  number. 

I  do  not  sympathize  with  the  criticism  against  the  system 
proposed  as  to  finding  a  subject  in  so  many  different  places. 
The  periodicals,  the  transactions,  the  catalogues,  and  the  patent 
reports,  in  such  a  library  as  that  in  question,  cannot  be  sub- 
divided by  subject,  as  the  year  or  quarter  of  such  issues  will  be 
bound  together,  making  such  absolute  subject-subdivision  as 
proposed  an  impracticability. 

The  criticism  concerning  Roman  characters  is  a  sound  one, 
and  is  a  detail  which  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  change. 

With  respect  to  combining  the  societies  representing  different 
branches  of  engineering  for  joint  action  upon  a  suggested  class- 
ification scheme,  it  seems  eminently  desirable  that  engineering 
should  stand  on  as  creditable  a  footing  as  the  other  professions  ; 
and  if  a  sufficient  number  of  experienced  and  willing  members 
in  the  various  societies  can  be  got  together  to  agree  upon  a 
system,  it  would  be  a  long  step  in  a  good  direction. 

I  still  feel,  however,  the  comparative  hopelessness  of  an 
enthusiastic  agreement,  when  so  many  different  objects  are 
before  the  minds  of  the  various  capable  and  strong  men  who 
are  engaged  in  coping  with  the  problem,  each  in  his  own  way 
and  for  his  own  purpose. 
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DCLXXXVIL* 

THE  EFFECT  OF  RETARDER8  IN  FIRE  TUBES  OF 
STEAM  BOILERS. 

BT  JAT  X.  WHITHAM,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

The  trials  were  conducted  on  a  100  horse-power  horizontal 
tubular  boiler  at  the  Sutherland  Avenue  Station  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Traction  Company,  Philadelphia.  The  purpose  of  the 
trials  was  to  ascertain  under  what  conditions,  if  any,  retarders 
in  the  fire  tubes  would  add  to  the  efficiency  of  the  boiler. 

DIMBN8ION8  AND  PBOPOBTION8  OF  BOIIiEB  AND  SETTING. 

Boiler  shell 60  in .  x  aOft. 

Tubes  (44) , 4  in.  x  20  ft. 

Orates— stationary,  herring-bone  pattern,  air  openings  }-inoh  wide,  or  46  per 

cent,  of  grate. 

6  ft.  4  in.  wide 
by  5  ft.  long. 

Orate  sorfaoe 26.7  sq.  ft. 

Water-heating  surface % 1,187  sq.  ft. 

Boiler  rated  at 100  horse-power. 

Ratio  of  heating  surface  to  grate  area 42.6  to  1. 

Steam-drying  surface  in  top  of  shell 150  sq.  ft. 

Liberating  surface  in  boiler 88.3  sq.  ft. 

Distance  from  grate  to  under  side  of  boiler  shell 18  in. 

Distance  from  top  of  bridge  wall  to  under  side  of  boiler  shell  10  in. 
Boiler  set  with  a  return  pass  over  the  top. 

Ten  of  such  boilers  are  connected  to  a  brick  stack  10  feet 
diameter  by  175  feet  high.  During  the  tests  from  four  to  seven 
of  these  boilers  were  run  in  connection  with  the  boiler  tested. 
On  certain  tests,  noted  in  Sheets  Nos.  lA  and  IB,  retarders  were 
used  in  the  tubes.  These  were  made  of  loosely  fitting  strips  of 
No.  10  sheet-iron,  running  the  whole  length  of  the  tubes,  and 

*  Presented  at  the  St.  Louis  meeting  (May,  1896)  of  the  American  Society  of 
Mechanical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the  Tran9aetion9, 
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twisted  to  a  pitch  of  ten  feet,  or  making  two  entire  convolutions 
in  the  length  of  the  tube. 

MANNER  OF  CONDUCTING  TESTS. 

The  coal  and  water  were  weighed.  Observations,  at  fifteen- 
minute  intervals,  were  taken  of  the  pressures  and  temperatures. 
The  boiler  blow-pipe,  and  feed  connections  not  in  use,  were 
blanked  otL  The  calorimeter  (^Barrus's  Universal)  was  set  in  the 
vertical  pipe  rising  out  of  the  boiler. 

Before  starting  the  tests  the  boiler  was  hot  and  forming 
steam.  The  fires  were  quickly  hauled,  and  sufiicient  clean 
incandescent  coal  to  kindle  a  new  fire  was  weighed  and  thrown 
on  the  bare  grate.  At  the  end  of  each  test  the  fire  was  allowed 
to  burn  down  and  was  then  hauled.  The  material  hauled  from 
the  furnace  and  ash-pit  at  the  end  of  each  test  was  called  ash 
and  refuse.  The  tests  were  conducted  according  to  the  methods 
advised  by  this  Society,  and  all  instruments  used  were  stand- 
ardized. 

L.  Kennedy,  a  carefid  and  skilful  fireman,  fired  on  all  the 
tests.  The  boiler  tubes  were  clean  at  the  beginning  of  each 
test,  while  the  boiler  was  fairly  clean  on  the  water  side.  Several 
of  the  tests,  noted  in  Sheet  No.  lA,  were  duplicated  in  order  to 
make  sure  that  no  error  existed. 

RESULTS  OF  THE  TRUL. 

Coal, — The  coal  was  practically  uniform  in  quality  on  all  the 
tests.  By  reference  to  line  18  of  Sheet  lA  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  percentage  of  ash  and  refuse  varied  from  8  7*2  to  4.25  per  cent. 
The  percentage  of  ash  and  refuse  averaged  as  follows : 

50  horse-power 8.53  per  cent.  ash. 


Boiler 

run 

at  aboit 

50 

75 

100 

125 

150 

175 

200 
225 
240 

6.73 

5.85 

5.87 

5.00 

5.36 

5.06 

4.48 

4.26   ' 

5.73 

Average  for  all  the  tests 5.73 

This  decrease  in  percentage  of  ash  and  refuse  as  the  capacity 
of  the  boiler  increases  is  due  to  the  following  : 
30 
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1.  When  the  fires  are  pushed,  as  on  capacity  tests,  the  damper 
is  open  wider  than  on  gentle  tests,  the  draught  is  stronger,  and  fine 
particles  of  ash,  etc.,  are  carried  from  the  furnace  and  lodged  in 
the  dead  space  behind  the  bridge  wall,  deposited  in  the  tubes 
and  front  connection,  and  carried  up  the  stack.  Hence  it  is 
reasonable  to  expect  a  smaller  percentage  of  ash  as  the  fires  are 
pushed. 

2.  On  the  other  hand,  it  would  be  reasonable  to  expect  more 
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fuel  to  be  wasted  in  the  ash  on  a  capacity  than  on  a  gentle  test. 
But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  about  as  much  fuel  dropped  through 
the  grate  on  the  gentle  as  on  the  forced  tests,  and  it  formed  a 
larger  percentage  of  the  total  ash. 

It  is  important  to  here  observe  that  since  coal  rather  than 
combustible  is  bought,  and  since  the  percentage  of  ash  varies 
for  the  reasons  just  given,  that  in  all  comparimm  of  work  done 
hy  the  same  grad£  of  fuel  niider  vay^jing  conditions,  referenm 
should  he  had  to  what  the  coal,  rather  than  the  comhusiihU,  does. 

Draughts. — The  draughts  were  measured  in  the  furnace,  in  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


EFFECT  OF  RETARDERS  IN   FIRE  TUBES  OF  STEAM   BOILERS.      463 

front  connection,  and  in  front  of  the  damper  at  the  rear  end  of 
the  return  pass  over  the  top  of  the  boiler.  The  damper  was 
manipulated  so  that  the  draughts  would  be  just  sufficient  to 
burn  coal  for  the  power  desired  to  be  developed  on  each  test 

These  observations  are  given  in  lines  7,  8,  and  9  of  Sheet 
No.  lA,  and  are  plotted  in  Fig.  98,  for  various  rates  of  combus- 
tion per  square  foot  of  grate.  From  this  sheet  the  following 
table  and  curves  given  in  Fig.  99  were  formed  by  drawing  "  fair  " 
lines  through  the  various  points  plotted.     Fig.  99  shows  that  to 


10     12  15  1&       M  -3  90 

Ponnda  of  dry  coal  burned  an  boor  per  aq.  ft.  of  grrnt*. 

Pig.  99. 


bum,  say,  thirty  pounds  of  dry  coal  an  hour  per  square  foot  of 
grate,  the  following  draughts  are  needed : 


Furoace  draught 80  in.  water  oolamn. 

ReBistance  of  pass  under  boiler  and  throagh  tabes  with- )      ^^  ^^ 

out  retardere f 

Total  draft  of  stack  if  no  top  pass  is  used 57  '* 

Resistance  due  to  having  retarders 81  " 

Total  draft  if  there  is  do  return  pass  and  retarders  are)  ,, 

used ) 

Increai^ed   resistance  due   to  return  pass  over  top  of)  .  ^„  ,, 

boilers ) 
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The  following  table,  with  its  diagram  (Fig.  99),  should  be  yalu^ 
able  in  predicting  the  draughts  needed  for  any  rate  of  combus- 
tion from  five  to  forty  pounds  an  hour  per  square  foot  of  grate 
with  bituminous  coal,  natural  draught,  and  horizontal  tubular 
boilers,  while  it  should  be  of  use  also  with  water-tube  boilers. 

Table  op  Draughts  and  Combustion. 


Pounds 
OP  Dry 

Resistance  due  to 

Total  ] 

Draft. 

Coal 
Bdkned 

AN  HR. 
PER  8q. 

Ft.  of 
Grate. 

Furnace 
Draught. 

Pass 

under 

Boiler  and 

Retardeni 

Pass 
over  Top 

No 
Retardera. 

with 
Retardera. 

Top  Pass. 

No 
Retardera. 

With  Top 
Pji«i§ 

throaKh 
Tubes.  No 
Keiarders. 

in 
Tubes. 

of 
Boiler. 

No  Return ,  No  Return 
Pass.     I     Pa»s. 

andRe- 
tarders. 

Inch. 

hich. 

Inch, 

Inch. 

Inch. 

Inch. 

1 

1     Inch. 

Inch. 

5 

0.04 

0.04 

0.00 

0.04 

0.08 

0.08 

1     0.12 

0.12 

8 

.11 

.06 

.02 

.04 

.16 

.18 

1       .20 

.22 

10 

.13 

.07 

.08 

.05 

.20 

.28 

1       .25 

.28 

12 

.17 

.07 

.04 

05 

.24 

.28 

1       .29 

.83 

14 

.19 

.10 

.08 

.05 

.29 

.82 

1       .84 

.87 

15 

.20 

.11 

.03 

.05 

.81 

.84 

'       .86 

.39 

16 

.21 

.12 

.03 

.a5 

.38 

.86 

.88 

.41 

18 

.28 

.13 

.06 

.05 

.86 

.42 

'       M 

.48 

20 

.24 

.16 

.08 

.00 

.40 

.48 

.46 

.64 

22 

.2(5 

.18 

.12 

.06 

.44 

.56 

.50 

.62 

25 

.27 

.22 

.19 

.06 

.49 

.68 

,       .55 

.74 

5?8 

.29 

.24 

.27 

.07 

.58 

.80 

.60 

.87 

80 

.80 

.27 

.81 

.07 

.57 

.88 

.64 

.95 

84 

.82 

.81 

.88 

.08 

.68 

1.01 

1       -71 

1.(9 

86 

.83 

.:!4 

.40 

.08 

.67 

1.07 

'       .75 

1.15 

40 

.16 

.88 

.46 

.08 

.74 

1.20 

1       -^ 

1.28 

Quality  of  Steam. — The  steam  was  practically  dry  for  every 
condition  of  the  tests.  By  line  20  of  Sheet  No.  lA,  or  by  column 
8  of  Sheet  No.  IB,  we  see  that  the  moisture  varied  from  0.00  to 
0.95  of  1  per  cent.,  and  that,  however  much  the  boiler  was 
pushed  in  capacity,  the  steam  remained  uniformly  dry.  This  is 
due  to  the  large  liberating  surface  in  boiler  and  the  use  of  dry 
pipes. 

Econmnic  Evaporatf an. —  Sheets  Nos.  lA  and  IB  give  tests  with 
and  without  the  use  of  retarders,  arranged  in  groups.  Thus 
columns  I  and  2  of  Sheet  No.  lA  give  results  when  the  boiler 
(see  line  29 1  is  run  at  52.4  horse-power  without  and  with 
the  retarders  in  use.  By  reference  to  line  24  we  see  that 
the  evaporation  per  pound  of  dry  coal  (the  water  being  reduced 
to  a  feed  temperature  of  212  degrees  Fahr.,  and  evaporated  at 
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atmospheric  pressure — i,e.,  "from  and  at  212  degrees  Fahr.") 
was  the  same  whether  the  retarders  were  used  or  not.  This 
is  not,  however,  true  for  all  capacities,  for  the  advantage  due 
to  retarders  is  as  high  as  18  per  cent,  when  the  boiler  is  greatly 
forced,  as  shown  in  columns  16  and  17  of  Sheet  No.  lA,  lines  24 
and  26. 

The  temperature  of  the  waste  gases  is  always  less  when  retarders 
were  used,  as  seen  in  line  13  of  Sheet  No.  lA.  Herein  lies  the 
advantage  of  retarders.    Their  use  renders  more  efficient  the 


WHJ> 


m  <^>  lii 

Boiler  bon«  power  scale. 

Fig.  100. 


heating  surface  of  the  tubes,  enabling  the  gases  to  be  reduced 
in  temperature,  and  the  same  capacity  of  boiler  to  be  developed 
with  a  less  expenditure  of  fuel. 

Line  32  of  Sheet  No.  lA  states  the  poutids  of  dry  coal  an  hour 
burned  to  devel/^  a  boiler  (evaporative)  horse^tver.  It  is  known  as 
the  "  commercial  line.''  In  Fig.  100,  this  line  and  also  the  tem- 
peratures of  the  waste  gases  are  plotted  for  the  various  horse- 
powers developed  by  the  boiler.  The  sheet  shows  at  a  glance 
the  usefulness  of  retarders.  A  reduction  in  temperature  of  the 
waste  gases  shows  at  once  a  decrease  in  the  coal  consumption, 
as  follows : 
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62  horse-power, 

gases  reduced 

20  degrees 

Fahr. 

fuel  saving 

0.0 

per 

cent 

75 

58 

,  ** 

0.0 

100 

82 

8.2 

125 

46 

4.0 

160 

19 

3.8 

170 

69 

3.6 

200 

86 

4.1 

225 

26 

8.6 

289  "  '*  128  *•  "  18.4 

Variation  qf  Economy  with  Capacity. — By  lines  24, 27,  29,  30,  and 
31  of  Sheet  No.  lA  we  see  that  the  100  horse-power  boiler, 
rated  on  11.37  square  feet  of  water-heating  surface  to  the  horse- 
power, could  easily  develop  over  200  horse-power.  At  its 
rated  power  3.03  pounds  of  water,  from  and  at  212  degrees  Fahr., 
were  evaporated  per  hour,  yet  on  test  355  there  was  no  difficulty 
in  evaporating  7.26  pounds  to  one  square  foot,  or  in  getting  a 
horse-power  on  4.76  square  feet  of  heating  surface. 

The  cost  in  fuel  of  a  horse-power  was  as  follows  for  the  tests 
made  withotd  the  iise  of  retarders : 

62.4  boiler  hor^e-power,  3.80  pounds  dry  coal  hoar  to  one  horse-power. 

74.6  '•  •*  8.21 

99.7  •'  "  8.25 

125.3  ••  **  3.30 
150.0      "                "  8.24 

169.6  **  *'  8.22        **  *'  "  " 

199.7  '•  "  8.86        "  *'  **  " 

217.4  *•  "  8.51 

289.0  "  "  3.82 

These  results  show  that  there  is  practically  no  change  in  the 
economic  workings  of  the  boiler  when  run  at  from  50  per  cent 
below  to  70  per  cent,  above  its  rating ;  i.c.,  when  making  a 
horse-power  an  hour  on  anywhere  from  21.7  to  6.7  square  feet 
of  heating  surface. 

The  cost  qffuel  per  horse-potver  was  as  follows  for  the  tests 
made  with  retarders  in  the  tithes : 

52.4  boiler  horse-power,  8.30  pounds  dry  coal  hour  to  one  horse-power. 

77.8  "  **  8.21 
104.2      '*                ••  8.15 

127.5  *'  ••  8.18        *'  "  ••  •* 

148.6  "  **  8.14        "  "  "  " 

169.1  "  *'  8.11        «*  "  "  '• 

197.8  *'  '•  8.28        •*  "  •'  " 
226.1       "                '•           8.23        *«            '*            •'                   « 
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It  is  therefore  evident  that  retardera  enable  a  boiler  to  be  run  as 
economically  on  5  square  feet  of  heating  surface  to  the  horae-'power 
as  on  21.7  square  feet^  or,  j/ractioallyj  as  on  any  number  of  square 
feet  between  these  limits. 

CONCLUSIONS. 

1.  Betarders  in  fire  tnbes  of  a  boiler  interpose  a  resistance 
varying  with  the  rate  of  combustion,  as  shown  in  Fig.  99. 

2.  Retarders  result  in  reducing  the  temperature  of  the  waste 
gases,  and  in  Increasing  the  efifectiveness  of  the  heating  surface 
of  the  tubes. 

3.  Betarders  show  an  economic  advantage  when  the  boiler  is 
pushed,  varying  in  the  tests  from  three  to  eighteen  per  cent. 

4  Betarders  should  not  be  used  when  boilers  are  run  very 
gently,  and  when  the  stack  draught  is  small. 

5.  It  is  probable  that  retarders  can  be  used  with  advantage  in 
plants  using  a  fan  or  steam  blast  under  the  fire,  or  a  strong 
natural  or  induced  chimney  draught,  when  burning  either  an- 
thracite or  bituminous  coals. 

6.  Betarders  may  often  prove  to  be,  for  an  existing  plant,  as 
economical  as  an  economizer,  and  will  not,  in  general,  interpose 
as  much  resistance  to  the  draught. 

7.  Betarders,  of  the  form  described  in  this  paper,  can  be  used 
only  with  fire-tubular  boilers. 

8.  The  economic  results  obtained  on  the  boiler  tested  are 
ideal,  showing  that  it  was  clean,  the  coal  good  in  quality,  and 
the  firing  skilful. 

With  retarders  the  tubes  are  more  effectively  cleaned  than 
without  their  use. 

9.  The  tests  prove  that  the  marine  practice  of  using  retarders 
is  good,  and  that  the  claim,  often  advanced,  that  they  show  from 
five  to  ten  per  cent  advantage,  holds,  whenever  the  boiler  plant 
is  pushed  and  the  draught  is  strong. 
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DISCUSSION. 

Mr.  Charka  Whiting  Baker. — It  is  a  rather  curious  fact  that 
while  "  retarders,"  as  they  are  called,  have  been  used  more  or 
less  for  several  years,  and  in  some  instances  with  very  notable 
advantage,  Mr.  Whitham's  paper  is,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  the 
first  extended  account  of  their  use  and  their  advantages  which 
has  appeared  in  technical  literature,  although,  of  course,  allu- 
sions to  their  use  in  connection  with  various  steam  plants  have 
been  made  in  various  papers. 

Another  curious  fact  is  that  the  action  of  "  retarders  "  in  the 
flue  has  been  generally  misunderstood,  as  is  indicated  by  their 
name.  The  retarder  does  of  course  obstruct  and  "  retard  "  the 
flow  of  gas  through  the  flue,  but  this  is  by  no  means  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  is  placed  there.  If  it  were  desired  simply  to 
make  the  hot  gases  flow  more  slowly  through  the  tubes,  the 
simplest  and  best  way  is  to  check  the  draft  by  dampers  in  the 
chimney  or  at  the  ash-pit. 

What  the  so-called  retarder  does  which  is  beneficial  is  to 
increase  the  amount  of  heat  transmitted  to  the  tube  surface 
from  the  hot  gases,  and  it  does  it  in  two  ways  :  first,  by  a  mix- 
ing action  upon  the  gas  in  the  tube.  The  friction  upon  the 
surface  of  the  retarder  aids  in  stirring  up  the  gas  in  its  passage 
through  the  tube  and  in  mixing  the  hot  gas  at  the  centre  with  the 
cold  film  next  the  surface  of  the  tube.  Also,  in  every  horizontal 
tube  there  is  a  tendency  for  the  gases  to  be  cooler  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  tube  and  hotter  in  the  lower,  for  the  upper  half  of 
the  tube  extracts  heat  far  more  readily  from  the  gases  than  the 
lower  hall  The  twist  of  the  retarder  has  the  eflect  of  repeatedly 
turning  over  the  gas  in  the  tube  as  it  flow^  along. 

In  the  second  place,  the  retarder  acts  by  direct  radiation  of 
heat  to  the  tube  surface.  While  this  action  may  not  be  appar- 
ent at  first  sight,  it  is  of  such  importance  that  it  should  be 
clearly  understood.  To  this  end  the  fact  should  first  be  real- 
ized that  the  temperature  of  the  tube  surface  exposed  to  the  fire 
in  any  steam  boiler  is  practically  the  same  as  that  of  the  water 
in  contact  with  it,  no  matter  what  the  temperature  of  the  gas 
on  the  other  side.  (We  of  course  suppose  the  tube  surface  to 
be  clean.)  The  reason  is  that  water  absorbs  heat  many  times 
as  rapidly  as  gas.  As  experimental  proof  I  may  add  that  in  a 
small  boiler  filled  with  cold  water  I  have  often  seen  dew  collect 
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and  stand  in  beads  upon  the  fire  side  of  the  tube  when  a  current 
of  gas  at  a  temperature  of  over  1,000  degrees  Fahr.  was  passing 
through  the  tube. 

The  rate  of  absorption  of  heat  by  boiler  heating  surface,  then, 
depends  almost  entirely  on  how  much  heat  we  can  impart  to 
this  surface  on  the  fire  side.  In  the  ordinary  boiler  tube,  heat 
is  imparted  to  the  surface  of  the  tube  only  by  the  contact  of  the 
hot  gases.  Now  suppose  we  place  in  the  tube  any  solid  body, 
of  any  shape  whatever.  Manifestly,  as  it  is  surrounded  and 
bathed  on  all  sides  by  gases  at  a  temperature  of  say  1,000 
degrees,  it  will,  if  it  loses  no  heat,  soon  become  of  the  same 
temperature  as  the  hot  gases.  Suppose  the 
surface  of  the  tube  is  of  a  temperature  of  300 
degrees  Fahr. ;  then  we  shall  have  these  two 
surfaces  only  an  inch  or  two  apart,  and  a 
difference  of  temperature  between  them  seven 
times  as  great  as  exists  between  a  very  cold 
winter  day  and  the  maximum  heat  of  sum- 
mer. Under  these  circumstances,  of  course 
the  hot  body  at  the  centre  of  the  tube  will 
energetically  radiate  heat  to  the  walls  of  the 
tube,  and  will  materially  increase  the  amount 
of  heat  transmitted  to  the  water. 

The  amount  of  radiation  in  any  given  tube  depends  on  the 
area  of  radiating  surface  and  on  the  difference  in  temperature 
between  the  radiating  surface  and  the  surface  of  the  tube.  A 
radiator  of  cross  shape,  like  that  shown  in  the  accompanying 
cross-section  of  a  tube,  has  a  ratliating  surface  nearly  one  and 
one  third  times  as  great  as  the  inner  surface  of  the  tube,  and 
experiments  show  it  to  radiate  nearly  twice  as  much  heat  in  a 
given  time  as  a  flat  strip  of  a  width  equal  to  the  tube  diameter. 
I  have  made  numerous  experiments  to  test  the  efficiency  of 
radiators  with  the  apparatus  shown  in  the  accompanying  sketch. 
It  represents  a  section  of  a  single  tube  of  a  vertical  boiler. 
The  water  space  surrounding  it  is  well  protected  by  non-con- 
ductors, so  that  the  loss  of  heat  is  very  small.  Through  the 
tube  a  current  of  hot  gas  is  caused  to  flow  from  a  lamp,  gas  jet, 
or  other  suitable  source,  and  the  amount  of  heat  transmitted  to 
the  water  in  a  given  time  is  measured.  The  test  is  then  repeated 
under  identical  conditions,  except  that  a  radiator  of  the  form 
shown  in  Fig.  101  is  placed  in  the  tube.     The  increased  amount 


Fio.  101.— Section  of 
boiler  tube,  with 
radiator  in  posi- 
tion. 
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of  heat  transmitted  to  the  water  is  taken  as  the  amount  due  to 
the  radiation  from  the  internal  piece. 

Experiments  with  the  apparatus  show  the  following  general 
results : 

(1)  That  the  percentage  of  increase  in  heat  transmitted  due 
to  radiation  increases  with  increase  in  temperature  of  the  gases 
passing  through  the  tube. 

(2)  That  the  percentage  of  increase  in  heat  transmitted  due 
to  radiation  is  larger  in  vertical  tubes  than 

in  horizontal,  on  account  of  the  fact  that  a 
given  area  of  heating  surface  in  a  horizontal 
tube  absorbs  heat  faster  by  direct  contact 
with  the  gases  than  the  same  area  in  a  vertical 
tube. 

In  general,  the  experiments  showed  that, 
with  vertical  tube  heating  surface  and  gas 
passing  through  the  tubes  at  a  temperature 
sufficient  for  the  tube  to  transmit  1,000  to  3,000 
B.T.TJ.  per  square  foot  per  hour,  the  insertion 
of  a  radiator  would  cause  an  increased  heat 
transmission  of  200  B.T.TJ.  to  1,200  B.T.TJ. 
per  square  foot  of  radiating  surface  per  hour ; 
or,  in  other  words,  the  insertion  of  a  radiator 
in  that  part  of  the  tube  in  which  the  gas  is  of 
high  temperature  appears  to  increase  the 
amount  of  heat  absorbed  from  twenty  to  forty 
per  cent. 

These  experimental  figures  for  the  amount 
of  heat  transmitted  by  a  radiator  in  a  tube  are 
corroborated  by  the  figures  for  relative  radia- 
tion and  convection  given  by  D.  K.  Clark  in  his  work  on 
Steam  Engine,"  p.  68,  et  seq. 

The  radiators  possess  the  advantage  over  the  spiral  retarders 
described  by  Mr.  Whitham  in  that  they  do  not  obstruct  the 
draft  to  so  great  an  extent,  and  they  interfere  less  with  the 
cleaning  of  tubes  with  the  steam-jet  blower. 

Experiments  on  actual  boilers  indicate  that  either  device  is 
most  useful  on  boilers  with  short  tubes  of  not  too  small  diameter 
and  with  an  abundance  of  draft.  With  either  device  the  tube 
surface  must  be  kept  clean,  otherwise  the  increased  efficiency 
will  soon  disappear,  as  is  the  case  with  the  Serve  ribbed  tubes 
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when  care  is  not  taken  in  this  respect.  It  appears  likely  that 
either  of  these  devices  may  be  used  with  especial  advantage, 
therefore,  where  a  clean  fuel  like  gas  or  oil  is  used.  Another 
application  of  these  devices  which  appears  to  have  promise  is 
to  the  tubes  of  vertical  boilers  of  the  Corliss  or  Manning  type. 
An  objection  to  these  otherwise  excellent  types  of  boilers  is  the 
very  high  head-room  that  is  required  to  get  in  ti^bes  long 
enough  to  extract  the  heat  from  the  gases  with  reasonable  com- 
pleteness. By  the  use  of  some  device  to  increase  the  tube- 
heating  surface  efficiency  a  shorter  tube  should  be  permissible, 
with  a  consequent  reduction  in  the  height  of  the  boiler. 

The  economic  gain  by  the  use  of  either  radiators  or  retarders 
depends  entirely  upon  the  temperature  at  which  the  boiler  is 
discharging  its  hot  gases.  In  general  it  may  be  assumed  that 
every  100  degrees  reduction  in  the  temperature  of  the  waste 
gases  represents  from  five  to  ten  per  cent,  saving  in  fuel. 

In  general  it  will  not  usually  be  found  worth  while  to  intro- 
duce either  retarders  or  radiators  in  the  tubes  of  any  boiler 
unless  the  thermometer  shows  its  hot  gases  to  be  discharging  at 
a  temperature  of  over  550  degrees  Fahr. 

I  notice  among  Mr.  Whitham's  conclusions  the  statement 
that  "  retarders  can  be  used  only  with  fire-tube  boilers."  This 
doubtless  refers  to  the  proposition  to  place  retarders  inside  the 
water  tubes,  which  is  absurd  on  its  face  to  any  one  coiTectly 
understanding  the  action  of  retarders.  The  use  of  radiating 
bodies  of  extended  surface,  however,  in  the  gas  passages  between 
the  tubes  of  a  water-tube  boiler,  should  in  theory  give  at  least 
the  same  advantage  as  in  the  case  of  fire  tubes.  Two  me  bods 
for  effecting  this  radiating  action,  devised  by  the  writer,  may  be 
found  by  reference  to  U.  S.  Patents  Nos.  529,997  and  559,02  . 

Mr.  Oeorge  U,  Barms. — ^I  notice  in  the  diagram. on  paere  455, 
showing  the  temperature  of  the  waste  gases  in  these  experi- 
ments, that  when  the  retarders  were  in  use  the  temperature  was 
about  an  average  of  30  degrees  less  than  it  was  when  the  re- 
tarders were  not  in  use,  and  Mr.  Whitham  says  that  the  reduc- 
tion in  the  temperature  of  the  waste  gases  accounts  for  the 
advantage  due  to  the  retarders.  Of  course  this  is  true.  Now, 
he  says  that  retarders  may  often  prove  to  be  as  economical  as 
economizers.  I  think  he  ought  to  explain  a  little  more  fully 
what  he  means  by  that  I  would  like  to  understand  whether 
he  intends  to  convey  the  idea  that  no  further  saving  could  be 
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made  by  the  use  of  an  eoonomizer.  I  do  not  think  any  one  has 
any  doubt  as  to  what  he  means,  but  I  think  he  ought  to  put  it 
on  record  as  showing  a  little  more  explicitly  the  explanation  of 
that  point. 

Mr,  Whitham. — With  reference  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Barrus, 
I  would  state  that  on  page  456  is  a  table  explaining  the  diagram. 
Fig.  100,  to  which  he  refers.  He  will  notice  that  when  the 
boiler  was  run  at  239  horse-power  the  gases  were  reduced  123 
degrees.  Of  course  on  the  capacity  tests  the  volume  of  gas  was 
great,  and  the  reduction  in  temperature  of  the  gases  was  greater 
by  the  use  of  the  retarders  than  at  any  other  time,  which  ac- 
counts for  the  large  saving  effected.  With  regard  to  econo- 
mizers, it  is  well  known  that  the  saving  by  their  use  varies  all 
the  way  from  nothing  to  10  or  12  per  cent.  If  retarders  in 
the  fire  tubes  of  a  boiler  will  accomplish  the  same  results,  cer- 
tainly they  are  to  be  preferred,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  the 
question  of  cost.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  both  retarders 
and  economizers  being  used  provided  the  draft  is  adequate. 
In  general  a  plant  is  not  provided  with  a  draft  great  enough  to 
stand  the  checking  action  of  both. 

Mr.  George  IL  Barriis. — It  may  or  may  not  be  true  that  econo- 
mizers so-called  save  all  the  way  from  0  to  10  or  12  per  cent 
(my  experience  is  that  the  range  is  from  minus  5  per  cent,  to 
36^  per  cent.),  but  it  is  hardly  right  to  place  them  in  the  same 
category  as  retarders  Economizers  utilize  waste  heat,  while 
retarders  make  the  existing  heating  surfaces  more  efficient. 
The  limit  of  temperature  to  which  the  former  can  reduce  the 
flue  gases  is  the  initial  temperature  of  the  feed  water,  and  this 
limit  in  some  cases  is  the  freezing  point.  Of  course  this  can 
never  be  reached.  In  practice  the  temperature  of  the  gases 
having  an  economizer  often  runs  down  to  200  degrees  Fahr. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  limiting  temperature  in  the  case  of  re- 
tarders is  that  of  the  water  in  the  boiler,  and  this  at  100  pounds 
pressure  is  J^38  degrees.  The  actual  temperature  in  Mr.  Whit- 
ham's  test  with  retarders,  designated  No.  16,  was  523  degrees. 
With  these  figures  before  us,  Mr.  Whitham  would  surely  not 
have  us  believe  that  no  advantage  would  result  from  utilizing 
the  heat  of  the  gases  corresponding  to  the  difference  between 
523  degrees  and  200  degrees !  The  probability  is  that  a  prop- 
erly arranged  heater  placed  in  the  flue  of  the  very  boiler  which 
he  used  in  these  investigations  would  have  saved  far  more  than 


Digitized  by 


Google 


466      EFFECT  OF  RETAHDERS   IN   FIRE  TUBES   OF  STEAM   BOILERS. 

the  8.6  per  cent,  reported  as  the  advantage  due  to  the  retarders 
on  the  test  in  question. 

It  may  be  that  retarders  will  in  some  cases  produce  as  many 
per  cent,  saving  as  economizers  in  some  caseSy  but  it  is  hardly 
fair  to  the  latter  to  make  it  appear,  as  Mr.  Whitham's  state- 
ments seem  to  do,  that  retarders  answer  the  same  purpose  as 
economizers. 

Jfr.  William  Kent. — ^I  notice  that  in  Mr.  Whitham's  paper 
he  does  not  seem  to  give  any  theory  of  the  action  of  the  retard- 
ers. He  gives  merely  the  data  which  he  has  observed.  Mr. 
Baker  in  his  discussion  does  give  a  theory.  I  wish  to  call  at- 
tention to  another  possible  theory  which  may  act  in  conjunction 
with  the  theory  of  Mr.  Baker.  In  an  ordinary  tubular  boiler 
as  ordinarily  set  there  is  a  great  tendency  for  the  gases  to  go 
through  the  upper  rather  than  through  the  lower  tubes,  and  if 
we  •  put  pyrometers  in  these  tubes,  we  will  find  that  the  gases 
going  out  of  the  upper  row  of  tubes  are  much  hotter  than  those 
going  out  of  the  lower  row.  I  have  found  this  by  using  bolts 
of  iron  placed  in  the  tubes  of  a  vertical  row  for  an  hour  or  so, 
and  taking  them  out  and  putting  them  in  water.  A  regular  gra- 
dation of  temperature  was  found  from  the  upper  to  the  lower 
tube  in  the  vertical  row ;  also,  by  putting  pieces  of  wood  in  these 
tubes  it  is  found  that  wood  in  the  lower  tubes  will  be  scarcely 
charred,  while  in  the  upper  tubes  it  will  be  burned  to  ashes. 
If  we  put  a  pyrometer  in  the  chimney  flue  of  this  boiler,  we 
may  find  that  we  have  a  temperature  of  say  500  degrees,  while 
the  temperature  of  the  gas  escaping  from  the  upper  tubes  may 
be  1,000  degrees,  and  that  of  the  lower  about  350  degrees,  a  lit- 
tle above  the  temperature  of  the  water  in  the  boiler.  So  that 
the  500  degrees  is  simply  an  average  of  the  temperature  of  the 
waste  gases  coming  from  the  different  tubes.  If,  however,  we 
can  retard  the  flow  through  the  upper  row  of  tubes,  or  all  the 
tubes,  there  will  be  a  tendency  for  all  the  gases  more  equally 
to  distribute  themselves.  So  I  submit  that  one  of  the  actions 
of  the  retarder  is  possibly  to  force  the  gases  to  flow  through  all 
the  tubes  more  equally. 

I  have  suggested  for  the  use  of  tubular  boilers  another  kind 
of  retarder,  differing  from  those  mentioned  by  Mr.  Whitham  or 
Mr.  Baker— namely,  a  deflecting  plate  running  across  the  dis- 
charge end  of  the  boiler,  which  will  slightly  obstruct  the  flow 
of  the  gases  through  the  upper  tubes  ;  this  plate  being  pivoted 
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SO  that  its  deflection  can  be  varied  so  as  to  control  the  move- 
ment of  the  gases  through  the  upper  tubes. 

There  is  another  feature  about  this  question  of  the  flow  of 
gases  through  tubes.  Not  only  do  the  gases  go  through  the 
upper  tubes  at  a  higher  temperature,  carrying  more  heat  to  the 
chimney,  but  there  is  a  greater  velocity,  a  greater  volume  going 
through,  and  that  tends  to  increase  the  loss  due  to  the  high 
temperatures.  A  similar  trouble  I  have  found  in  getting  the 
temperatures  of  chimney  gases  in  an  iron  chimney.  By  putting 
thermometers  at  different  points  in  the  cross  section  of  the 
chimney  I  found  great  differences.  I  would  get  over  600 
degrees  in  the  middle,  and  400  degrees  a  few  inches  from  the 
circumference.  The  average  of  these  temperatures  is  incorrect, 
because  the  gases  in  the  middle  of  the  chimney  are  flowing 
faster.  To  get  the  true  average  temperature  of  those  gases 
would  require  a  knowledge  of  the  velocity  at  different  points — 
an  operation  in  integral  calculus. 

Mr.  George  L  Eockwood. — ^I  am  much  intercepted  in  what  Mr. 
Baker  says  about  the  use  of  retarders  in  the  upright  fire  tubes 
of  Manning  and  Corliss  boilers.  Of  course  the  principal  objec* 
tion  to  them  would  be  that  the  tubes  could  not  be  cleaned  with 
a  scraper  without  some  extra  trouble ;  and  in  connection  with 
that  point  I  would  call  attention  to  the  custom  on  several 
prominent  railroads  of  avoiding  almost  entirely  the  use  of  the 
tube  scraper  by  substituting  compressed  air  in  place  of  steam 
for  blowing  the  deposits  of  soot  out  of  the  tubes.  Locomotive 
drivers  say  that  there  is  a  difference  between  the  action  of  air 
and  that  of  steam,  in  cutting  out  the  soot,  which  is  very  marked  ; 
that  steam  will  harden  more  or  less  the  deposits  in  the  tube, 
instead  of  cleaning  it,  by  reason  of  the  moisture  which  gathers 
in  the  tube  from  the  condensing  steam. 

I  am  now  putting  up  a  Manning  boiler  plant,  where  I  propose 
to  try  blowing  out  with  compressed  air  instead  of  with  steam. 

Mr.  Carlisle  Wallace.* — I  notice  in  Mr.  Baker's  remarks  that 
he  refers  to  Serve  tubes,  and,  as  the  representative  of  the  firm 
in  Sheffield,  England,  who  have  the  sole  right  to  manufacture 
these  tubes  in  England  and  America,  I  would  like  to  make  a 
few  remarks  on  the  subject.  From  our  experience  we  find  that 
the  saving  effected  either  by  Serve  tubes  or  retarders,  or  both> 

*  By  invitation. 
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depends  very  much  on  the  nature  or  amount  of  draught  used. 
The  greater  the  draught,  the  greater  the  saving.  In  many 
instances  the  saving  of  coal  amounts  to  15  per  cent.,  and  even 
20  per  ceni,  where  both  Serve  tubes  and  retarders  were  used 
and  the  draught  was  equal  to  3  inches  vacuum  in  the  smoke- 
box.  In  our  boilers,  in  Sheffield,  we  use  S^  Serve  tubes,  fitted 
with  retarders,  with  splendid  results ;  and  we  believe  the 
retarders  give  us  an  extra  economy  of  5  per  cent,  by  throwing 
the  heated  gases  more  effectually  between  the  ribs,  as  well  as 
retarding  the  rate  of  flow ;  and  with  a  vacuum  of  3  inches  of 
water  the  tubes  keep  quite  clean  for  a  week. 

With  regard  to  the  remarks  of  one  speaker  about  the  differ- 
'ence  of  temperature  in  the  upper  and  lower  tubes,  I  found 
from  personal  experience  that,  in  the  case  of  a  marine  boiler 
which  was  short  of  steam,  I  got  the  best  results  by  fitting  the 
top  half  of  the  tubes  only  with  retarders,  thus  causing  the  lower 
tubes  to  do  more  work ;  and  the  same  result  is  accomplished  by 
a  firm  in  England  who  fit  a  diaphragm  in  the  smoke-box  in 
such  a  way  as  to  retard  the  passage  of  the  hot  gases  through 
the  upper  row  of  tubes,  the  result  being  very  similar  to  that 
mentioned  by  another  speaker,  of  checking  the  flow  of  gases 
through  the  upper  tubes  by  means  of  small  ferrules  placed  over 
the  ends  of  the  upper  tubes. 

Mr.  Wm.  IL  Bryan, — It  appears  to  me  that  the  device  is 
rather  one  for  improving  a  badly  designed  boiler,  as  it  would 
seem  that  better  work  could  be  done  by  plenty  of  heating  sur- 
face, well  located,  in  the  first  place.  Isn't  its  effect  very  similar 
to  that  of  extended  radiating  surfaces  in  steam  heating?  One 
objection  which  would  practically  rule  the  retarders  out  with 
our  Western  service  is  the  low  character  of  our  fuels,  and 
the  very  great  amount  of  soot.  Another  is  that  it  would  cer- 
tainly impair  the  draught,  or  rather  the  effect  of  the  draught 
on  the  grate  surface,  where  we  want  it  to  do  its  work.  I  find 
that,  with  our  coals  here,  plenty  of  draught  is  essential ;  in 
fact,  I  have  not  found  the  limit.  I  do  not  believe  we  can  get 
too  much  draught  for  the  low-grade  fuels  we  have  here,  always, 
of  course,  decreasing  the  grate  surface,  and  burning  at  a  higher 
rate.  My  great  contention  with  steam  users  here  is  to  give  me 
enough  chimney  rather  than  reduce  the  draught  we  have.  In 
regard  to  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Kent  as  to  those  dampers 
over  the  end  of  the  tubes,  their  efficiency  would,  of  course,  be 
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improved  by  graduating  them  smaller  and  smaller  as  you  go 
down,  and  not  applying  them  of  the  same  width  over  the  entire 
surface. 

Mr,  Edwin  M.  Herr. — The  use  of  a  retarding  plate  or  dis- 
tributer is  a  common  practice  in  locomotive  work  Mr.  Bryan 
has  just  outlined  almost  exactly  the  arrangement  which  is  in 
use  in  locomotive  practice,  and  has  been  for  a  long  time.  The 
deflector  plate,  it  is  called,  is  carried  from  above  the  upper 
tabes,  inclined  farther  and  farther  from  the  tubes,  and  ending 
usually  16  or  18  inches  from  the  bottom  of  the  shelL  This 
retards  the  gases  passing  through  the  upper  tubes. 

The  matter  of  blowing  out  the  tubes  with  compressed  air  is 
also  practised  to  a  considerable  extent  in  railroad  work.  I 
have  had  experience  with  this  method,  and  can  testify  that  it 
is  very  efficient  and  satisfactory. 

Mr.  George  H,  Barms. — I  made  a  test  on  a  66-inch  horizontal 
return  tubular  boiler  for  Mr.  Weeks,  of  the  Society,  and  I  do 
not  believe  he  would  have  any  objection  to  my  telling  about  it. 
There  was  an  inclined  bafSing  plate  extending  down  and  cover- 
ing nearly  the  whole  of  the  tube  openings,  set  at  the  bottom 
about  6  inches  from  the  tube  sheet.  The  regulating  damper 
consisted  of  another  plate  centred  at  the  bottom  of  the  baffling 
plate,  and  fitting  against  the  cleaning  door  in  froni  Now  the 
best  result  on  any  of  the  tests  reported  in  the  paper  is  11.56 
pounds ;  I  got  on  this  particular  trial  about  12  pounds, 

Mr.  iien^— What  kind  of  coal? 

Mr.  Barrua. — Cumberland. 

3£r.  Wliiihjam. — I  would  like  to  add  one  point  to  make  this 
paper  plainer,  and  that  is  with  regard  to  •cleaning  tubes.  The 
idea  seems  to  be  that  retarders  interfere  with  the  cleaning  of 
the  tubes.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  are  an  aid.  By  catching 
hold  of  the  end  of  the  retarder  and  moving  it  back  and  forth, 
you  disengage  the  deposit  from  the  inside  of  the  tube,  when  a 
suction  blower  will  draw  the  soot  out  and  drive  it  up  the  stack. 

Prof.  J.  H.  Kinealy, — I  am  very  much  interested  in  this, 
especially  when  I  think  of  it  in  connection  with  the  experiments 
of  Isherwood.  They  bear  also  upon  the  theory  advanced  by 
Mr.  Kent.  Isherwood  found  that  he  got  better  results  when  he 
plugged  up  a  number  of  the  lower  tubes  than  when  he  had  them 
all  open.  It  seems  to  me  that  retarders  ought  to  give  good 
results  when  the   area  through  the  tubes  is   large.    I  have 
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looked  through  this  paper  and  can  find  no  statement  as  to  the 
tube  area — the  tube  area  per  pound  of  coal  burned.  It  seems 
to  me  that  is  quite  important.  Isherwood  found  it  so ;  and,  if 
I  remember  rightly,  he  also  got  better  results  when  he  put 
ferrules  in  his  tubes  where  the  tube  area  was  large,  reducing 
the  calorimetric  area,  as  it  is  sometimes  called.  Unless  we  can 
show  by  later  experiments  that  Isherwood  was  mistaken,  we 
must  believe  that  closing  the  bottom  tubes  will  probably  give 
better  results  than  closing  the  top  tubes. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A  HYDRAULIC  DTNAMOMETKR.  471 


DCLXXXVni.* 
A   HYDRAULIC  DYNAMOMETER. 

BT  /AMB8  D.  HOrFMAN,  LAFATBTTB,  INDIANA. 

(Junior  Member  of  the  Sodetjr.) 

The  above  machine  was  constructed  at  Purdue  University  in 
the  winter  of  1894-95,  to  make  a  series  of  tests  on  the  application 
of  cutting  edges  to  iron.  It  has  been  in  use  since  September, 
1895,  giving  quite  satisfactory  results. 

The  original  design  was  obtained  from  Prof.  J.  J.  Flather, 
with  permission  to  change  such  parts  as  seemed  best  to  accom- 
plish the  work  in  hand.  The  main  features  of  the  machine  are  as 
follows  :  Two  cylinders,  E E'  (Fig.  104),  are  fastened  diametri- 
cally opposite  each  other  to  a  double  yoke,  which  in  turn  is 
fastened  to  a  hollow  shaft.  Each  cylinder  is  connected  to  the 
centre  of  the  shaft  by  the  hollow  tubing  and  ground  joint  shown 
at  a\  The  cylinders  are  rotated ;  that  is,  the  shaft  is  rotated 
by  the  pull  of  the  driving  belt  on  the  loose  pulley  A,  tending  to 
force  the  brass  pistons  to  the  bottom  of  the  cylinders.  The 
shaft  and  cylinders  are  full  of  oil,  and  any  fluctuations  of  power 
between  A^  the  receiving,  and  C^  the  delivering,  pulleys,  are 
shown  in  pounds  on  the  gauge  to  the  right,  and  an  indicator 
card  on  the  left  hand.  The  oil  flows  around  the  bearing  G^  giv- 
ing good  lubrication,  and  is  kept  from  leakage  by  means  of  the 
stuflBng-box  shown  in  the  section  (Fig.  105). 

By  a  number  of  interchangeable  gears,  the  paper  has  different 
speeds,  which  is  of  much  impoi*tance  in  taking  cards  where 
sudden  changes  of  resistance  appear,  such  as  turning  iron  of  an 
uneven  texture,  or  the  short,  quick  stroke  of  the  shaper. 

In  working  up  the  cards,  the  area  and  length  are  measured 
accurately,  and  the  mean  height  (M.  H.)  obtained.  This  M.  H. 
is  converted  into  M.  P.  by  calibrating  the  machine  and  finding 
the  value  of  the  resisting  spring  under  the  casting  h'  (Fig.  104). 

•  PreseDted  at  the  St.  Louis  meeting  (May,  1896)  of  the  American  Society  of 
Mechanical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the  Transactions. 
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The  recording  device  (see  Fig.  106)  is  designed  to  give  a  straight 
line  motion,  at  the  end  of  the  pencil  arm.  A  bronze  point  and 
metallic- surfaced  paper  are  used.  No  flexible  material,  such  as 
cup  leather,  is  used  in  the  cylinders,  and  the  pistons  fit  loosely 
enough  to  reduce  the  friction  to  a  minimum.  When  the  oil  runs 
low  by  leakage,  it  is  the  work  of  but  a  few  minutes  to  replenish. 


by  means  of  the  pump  at  the  rear.  The  leakage  does  not  exceed 
a  half  pint  daily  when  doing  ordinary  duty. 

When  in  use,  the  cylinders  are  surrounded  by  a  sheet-iron 
case  to  catch  the  oil.     Z>  and  F  are  oil  tanks. 

Ccdibrating  the  Machine. — To  do  this,  the  method  shown  in 
Fig.  106  was  adopted.  Two  thirty-pound  gauges  were  selected 
and  tested  in  the  laboratory  for  this  purpose.     Headings  were 
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taken  from  each  gauge  and  averaged  for  results.     By  a  dpwn- 
ward  pressure  on  the  lever  shown  (the  pulley  A^  held  stationary 


Fig.  105. 


by  wire  to  the  floor\  the  gau^e  was  brought  to  read  exact 
pounds,  and  at  these  readings  the  paper  was  moved,  giving  lines 
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parallel  to  the  base  line.  One  of  these  sets  of  readings  is  shown 
in  Plate  1.  The  average  of  the  differences  is  the  spring's  con- 
stant. 

PLATE  1. 

Prsbsube  per  Qauoe  No.  1. 


No.  OF 
Tkbt. 


1.. 

2. 

3.. 

4.. 

5.. 

6.. 

7.. 

8.. 

.  9.. 

10.. 

11.. 

12.. 

Aver, 


S  8  4  5  6  7 


Rboisteked  Hbioht  at  Rbcobdsr  in  Inchm. 


.18 
.17 
.28 
.22 
.23 
.22 
.21 
.22 
.28 
.25 
.22 
.28 


.22 


.55 
.55 
.53 
.65 
.54 
.67 
.62 
.54 
.55 
.54 
.55 
.57 


.95 
.90 
.90 
.88 
.87 
.93 
.91 
.91 
.92 
.90 
.93 


.55 


.90 


1.25 

1.58 

1.97 

2.22 

1.29 

1.60 

1.95 

2.26 

1.25 

1.56 

2.00 

2.31 

1.27 

1.59 

1.99 

2.25 

1.28 

1.65 

2.02 

2.80 

1.27 

1.58 

1.97 

2.25 

1.27 

1.58 

2.00 

2.80 

1.30 

1.58 

2.00 

2.27 

1.27 

1.54 

1.95 

2.27 

1.25 

1.56 

1.95 

2.30 

1.24 

1.58 

1.95 

2.30 

1.26 

1.58 
1.57 

1.90 

2.30 

1.27 

1.97 

2.28 

2.62 
2.74 
2.7;^ 
2.70 
2.70 
2.74 
2.76 
2.70 
2.70 
2  73 
2.67 
2.72 

~2.7r 


Difference. . 


.88 


.85 


.87 


.30 


.40 


.81 


.43 


Per  Gauob  No.  2. 


Difference. 


.807 


.871 


.261 


.862 


Total  average  difference,  .844. 

To  insure  the  pencil  returning  each  time  to  the  same  line 
when  the  load  is  removed,  a  constant  pressure  is  put  on  the 
spring  when  the  piston  in  b'  (Fig.  104)  is  against  the  stop.  A  sta- 
tionary bronze  point  is  set  to  record  this  line,  and  all  measure- 
ments are  taken  from  it.  The  zero  line  is  below  the  base  line, 
a  distance  readily  determined  when  the  scale  of  the  spring  is 
known.  As  an  additional  check  to  any  error  which  might 
occur  in  the  above  calibration,  the  spring  is  tested  with  the 
differential  arm  shown  in  Fig.  107. 

*  From  the  results  given  in  Plate  2,  the  constant  of  the  spring 
is  shown  to  be  0.345  inches,  as  compared  to  0.344  inches  by  the 
gauges. 


*  Area  of  larger  cylinders  equals  10  square  incbes  each, 
described  by  the  centre  of  the  cylinder  equals  8  82  inches. 


Radius  of  the  path 
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PLATE  2. 

Weight  at  End  of  4-poot  Leyeh  Arm. 

Pounds. 


No.  or  Test. 


1... 
2... 
8... 
4... 
5... 
6... 
7... 
8... 
9... 
10... 

Aver, 


6 


8 


10 


14 


Registered  Height  at  Recorder  in  Inches. 


.20 
.20 
.23 
.28 
.25 
.25 
.23 
.25 
.21 
.25 


.64 
.67 
.67 
.65 
.68 
.68 
.68 
.70 
.62 
.70 


.669 


1.10 
1.14 
1.18 
1.15 
1.17 
1.14 
1.15 
1.15 
1.17 
1.25 


1.53 

1.93 

1     1.55 

2  00 

1     1.63 

2.00 

1     1.62 

2.01 

1     1.60 

2.02 

1.58 

2.00 

1.56 

2.00 

1.63 

2.04 

1.58 

2.00 

1.63 

2.06 

2.84 
2.42 
2.40 
2.45 
2.45 
2.45 
2.45 
2.43 
2.48 
2.48 


1.160    1.591 


2.005 


2.434 


2.80 
2.82 
2.82 
2.85 
2.85 
2.85 
2.84 
2.83 
2.87 
2.85 

2.888 


Difference. . 


.439 


.491 


.431 


.414 


.429 


.404 


Average  difference,  .434. 

In  its  use  the  dynamometer  has  possibly  been  more  accurate 
when  operated  by  differences ;  that  is,  take  a  card  of  the  machine 
(lathe  or  planer)  in  motion  without  cutting ;  then  a  card  fol- 
lowing, with  the  tool  in  operation       The  differences  in  the 


Fig.  1U6. 
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heights  of  the  cards  are  evidently  due  to  the  action  of  the  tooL 
If  the  friction  of  the  machine  and  work  (without  catting  action) 
is  not  sufficient  to  move  the  pencil  from  the  base  line,  under  the 
compression  of  the  spring  used,  a  device  shown  in  Fig.  108  is 


Fig.  107. 

employed.  With  slight  modifications  this  has  been  applied  to 
every  machine  tested.  If  the  object  of  the  test  were  to  register 
the  f?nction  of  the  machine,  then  the  appliance  shown  in  Fig.  108 
would  be  omitted,  and  the  compression  on  the  spring  reduced 
by  unscrewing  the  cap  on  the  casting  b\ 

Section  A  J.  Q 


Fi(i.  108. 


A  few  of  the  cards  have  been  added  to  show  how  readily  the 
recording  device  responds  to  any  slight  change  in  the  power 
transmitted. 

Fig.  109  is  taken  from  a  12  x  18  tracing,  and  serves  to  show  the 
gradual  reduction  in  height  of  the  card  as  the  diameter  of  the 
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•••  T 


t,s¥ 


ip- 


stock  decreases ;  also,  to  compare  the  relative  heights  of  cards 
for  the  different  metals. 

The  card  as  it  comes  from  the  dynamometer  is  four  inches 
wide,  shown  at  A,  B,  C,  D. 
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The  friction  of  the  machine  and  work  was  such  a  variable 
quantity,  especially  so  considering  the  pressure  on  the  tail 
centre,  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  take  friction  cards  at 
intervals  during  the  series,  as  JE',  F^  Gy  H. 

Figs.  110  and  111  show  the  effect  of  sand  holes  in  a  casting. 

TURNING  CAST  IRON.  I^&'tO  1%'' 


ArM  .71" 
M.  HU  .Ml" 
E.  Hu  .411" 
T.»" 


XCut 


R«T.I>yn.40 


ATM     .Tl 

M.HU.t7l' 
E.  HU  Mi 
T.SO' 


XCot 


Fig.  110. 
drilunq  cast  iron.  rholc. 


R.P.M.  Dyn.  US 


ArM  1J9" 
If.UW  I.IS" 
E.Ht.  .ft" 
T.  »" 


ftf  JL  Dya.  lit 


Pig.  111. 
cppcct  op  tioht  center. 


Fig.  112. 

The  cutting  edge  of  the  drill  (Fig.  Ill)  was  dulled,  as  indicated 
by  the  increased  height  of  the  card  after  passing  the  sand  hole. 
Fig.  112  was  taken  while  turning  machine  steel.  The  tail  cen- 
tre proved  to  be  too  tight,  and  from  a  to  6  shows  an  increase, 
due  to  the  grooving  of  the  centre.  At  6  the  pressure  was 
removed. 
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Fig.  113  shows  a  cut  taken  on  the  milling  machine.  The  upper 
card  shows  the  effect  of  running  with  the  cutter  out  of  centre. 
The  lower  shows  the  same  work  done  with  a  true  cutter. 

Fig.  114  is  taken  from  a  12x24  tracing,  and  illustrates  the 
action  on  a  shaping  machine.  The  change  shown  between  the 
cards  marked  AB  and  BC  is  due  to  increasing  the  feed.  That 
shown  between  BC  and  CD  is  due  to  cutting  with  and  without 
lard  oil,  while  the  difference  between  EF  and  GH  was  that  of 
the  machine  running  empty,  with  and  without  the  feed.  UdJuA. 
JK  show  similar  reductions. 


Einpt7 


MrUJNO  MACHINE. 

t'oitttr,  10  revB.  petmlD. 


CAST  IRON.    X«CUT.     1%'Sc  SV4* 
I>7ii.6«0i«T«.   TlliM,4'4S'' 


CudftaUhtlgM 


Cettw  did  art  nm  tma 


V-. 


^.^^— v^J 


SaoM  M  »bov«,  traotd  Crom  actwl  eurds  takco. 


^ 


Pig.  113. 


AMiaeAN  •AMK  NOT!  CO..  N.r. 


Fig.  115  is  a  part  of  Fig.  114  shown  full  size.  The  tool  strikes 
the  work  at  a  and  the  pencil  responds  to  6';  from  b'  to  c  is  the 
length  of  the  card  during  cutting  action.  The  tool  leaves  the 
work  at  c,  and  the  pencil  drops  to  d'.  The  machine  then  reverses, 
and  the  pencil  mounts  gradually  to  e'  at  about  the  middle  of  the 
return  stroke,  and  then  down  to/',  where  the  next  forward 
movement  begins.  As  the  tool  is  released  at  c'  c"  c"  there  is 
apparently  a  reaction  which  carries  the  pencil  below  the  normal 
condition,  shown  at  d'  d"  rf  ",  etc. 

It  will  be  noticed  from  these  cards  (Fig.  114)  that  even  the 
power  required  to  drive  the  feed  mechanism  can  be  readily  de- 
termined. In  working  up  the  cards  from  a  shaper,  it  is  found 
best  to  take  areas  from  similar  points  ;  that  is,  from  point  a  to 
o",  or  e'  to  e ',  etc.  (Fig.  115). 
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PLANINO.MACHIliC  STCEIm 


Am  9.S8 
M.HU 


h     ^h"'  ■^•'" 


^ 


71 


/^ 


/J  A 

a" 


K 


A 


K 


lA^ 


Fig.  115. 


MNMCMI  •>««  liOn  00..  N.V 


*  The  following  (Plates  3  and  4)  gives  the  data  for  one  test 
taken  on  an  18-inch  Beed  lathe.  The  tool  was  sharpened  before 
each  cat,  and  the  conditions  surrounding  the  cutting  edge  of  the 
tool  were  kept  constant  throughout  the  series.  The  cutting 
action  only  is  recorded. 

PLATE  8. 

18-INCH  Lathb.     Back  Gear  Out,  Slowest  Speed.     R.  P.  M.  of  djnamo- 

meter,  112.     R.  P.  M.  of  lathe,  62.     Diamond  point  tool.     Constant.  .824. 


Cast  Iron. 

Wrought  Iron. 

Machinb  Steel. 

TURNING. 

M.E.H. 

.817 
.569 
.455 
.824 
.487 
.460 
.288 
.408 
.887 
.282 
.819 
.291 
.237 
.298 
.291 
.208 
1   .285 
.241 

AV. 
M.K.H. 

M.  E.  P. 

MBH.M.Yh.    MK-P 

M.B.H. 

1 
M^E^H.iM.B.P. 

U'-lf  j 

If -If'-; 
if'-if  j 

ir-irj 
ir-ii"  j 

.447 
[  .407 
(.859 

.297 
;■  .275 
[  .245 

1.879  I 

1.256- 

1.108  • 

.916- 

.848- 

.756- 

1             < 

.710     ) 
.702  1  [ .705 
.70i     ) 
.688  1 ) 
.680     1.649 
.634 
.686     ) 
.570     1.564 
.587 
.643  1  ) 
.561  j  [ .592 
.571     ) 
.556     ) 
.5i8     ^  .545 
.550     ) 
.585 

.503  I  [  .521 
.526     ) 

2.175  ] 
2.008  ] 
1.740  ' 
1.826  • 
1.682  1 
1.609  1 

.786 
.782 
.812 
.762 
.782 
.748 
.715 
.650 
.605 
.618 
.672 
.681 
.59i 
.540 
.519 
.581 
.565 
.456 

'-  .798 

.  .747 

.657 

.640 

[■  .550 

.584 

2.447 
2.806 
2.027 
1.975 
1.697 
1.648 

*The  constant  .824  was  obtained  in  the  manner  previously  described.  The 
difference  here  shown  in  greater  than  asual,  the  dynamometer  iiaving  been  taken 
apart  and  readjusted,  thus  changing  the  conditions  of  the  spring  slightly. 
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PLATE  4. 


WlIOHT  FBB  < 

Cubic  Inch 

Ca8T  Iboh. 
.26 

Wbouqot  Iron. 

.88 

.884 

FlED  : 
C.  I.-1.48" 
W.  J.-1.46" 
S.-14'' 

^1 

5^ 

Redaction 

in 

Area. 

Volume 

per 
Minate. 

hi 

.516 

N 

8,67 

m 

.295 

.498 

IfeS 
^  m 

8.49 

ir  -  u" 

29.4' 

.356 

.627 

8.22 

.187 

.332 

11"  -  If 

27.4' 

.831 

.490 

7.64 

.111 

.480 

8.06 

.272 

.488  1  7.89  '  .813 

If-U" 
H"  -  If 

25.4' 

.307 

.454 

7.10 

.150 

.445 

7.48 

.2:^6 

.429  1  7.31    .275 

23.4' 

.282 

.417 

6.51 

.124 

.409 

6.87 

.248 

.395    0.73    .268 

If -If 

21.3 

.258 

.382 

5.96 

.115 

.374  !  6.28 

.228 

.361  ;  6.15    .230 

If -If 

19.8 

.233 

.345 

5.88 

.103 

.3:J8  ,  5.68 

.218 
.249 

.326 

5.56  !  .224 

Aver 

.... 

.... 

.... 

6.80 

.142 

.... 

7.17 

7.02 

.274 

In  finding  the  weight  of  metal  removed  per  hour,  the  con- 
stants 2<»,  .28,  and  .284  were  used  for  the  weight  of  one  cubic 
inch  of  cast  iron,  wrought  iron,  and  steel,  respectively.  The 
cutting  speeds  were  taken  from  the  mean  diameters  (lyj,  Ifi, 

and  If^c.)- 

The  feed  was  retarded  slightly  in  the  harder  metals  in  the 
proportion  of  1.48  for  cast  iron,  1.45  for  wrought  iron,  1.4  for 
steel ;  the  travel  per  minute,  in  inches,  of  the  tool.  From  the 
foregoing  a  relation  can  be  established  between  the  weight  of 
chips  removed  per  hour  and  the  horse-power  used,  such  that 
HP  equals  CW. 

For  sleel.jyp  equals  .089    W, 

Wrought  Irou,  flP      "      .0347  W.       * 

Cast  iron,  HP      "      .021    W. 

*  Comparing  these  results  with  those  of  Hartig  and  Smith,  we 
have  for  "  Constant  C  ": 


t  Hartig. 
t  Smith.. 


Cast  Iron. 

Wroaght  Iron. 

Steel. 

.021 

.0347 

.039 

.030 

.032 

.047 

.023 

.028 

.042 

The  average  pressure  exerted  at  the  point  of  the  tool  was 
found  to  be  :  cast  iron,  192  pounds  ;  wrought  iron,  337  pounds ; 
and  steel,  371  pounds. 

♦The  steel  and  cast-iron  test  pieces  were  of  the  best  quality,  but  the  wrought 
iron  was  below  the  average. 

f  Taken  from  "  Flaiher's  Measurement  of  Power." 
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Other  important  points  might  be  developed  here  in  connectioQ 
with  this  test,  but  the  above  will  show  fully  the  general  condi- 
tions surrounding  the  u^e  of  the  dynamometer. 

DISCUSSION. 

Mr.  Gvstaviis  C.  Henning, — ^I  would  like  to  say  that  I  talked 
this  design  over  with  Mr.  Nason,  who  has  some  ideas  on  the 
subject,  and  I  will  not  encroach  upon  his  field  ;  but  I  would  like 
to  point  out  a  few  other  points,  although  I  agree  with  Mr.  Nason 
in  the  remarks  that  he  made  to  me.  In  regard  to  the  possi- 
bility of  error  in  the  operation  of  the  machine,  I  consider  that 
the  loss  of  oil,  and  the  consequent  relative  changes  of  position 
of  the  piston  and  piston  rod,  or  connecting  rod,  will  introduce 
errors,  because  the  centrifugal  force  will  act  diflferently  on  the 
cylinder,  and  might  change  some  of  the  factors  of  resistance  in 
the  machine.  The  necessity  of  making  these  cylinders  pendu- 
late, so  to  say,  I  do  not  think  is  apparent  or  very  great.  I  think 
if,  instead  of  using  pistons,  proper  flexible  diaphragms  were 
used,  with  sufficient  motion  to  force  the  oil  out  just  in  right 
quantities  to  move  the  pencil  over  the  length  of  the  paper,  all 
the  leakage  through  the  stuffing-box  would  be  avoided,  and  the 
friction  of  those  flexible  diaphragms,  if  they  are  properly 
designed,  is  practically  nothing,  or  at  least  it  is  constant,  if  it  is 
not  nothing.  It  is  certainly  negligible,  judging  from  other 
apparatus  which  has  been  constructed  on  this  principle.  The 
ground  joint  can  be  made  tight,  so  that  there  will  be  no  leakage 
running  24  hours,  if  you  please.  That  would  simplify  matters, 
and  would  eliminate  some  of  the  principal  errors.  The 
pressure  should  always  be  normal  to  the  piston  from  the  point 
of  application,  which  is  the  pin  which  comes  out  from  the  loose 
pulley  which  forces  the  oil  out  into  the  cylinder  driving  the 
pencU  over  the  paper.  Now,  if  the  piston  changes  its  position 
very  much,  the  angle  of  application  of  the  force  will  change ; 
while  if  a  diaphragm  was  used,  which  is  always  sealed  tight,  no 
oil  would  be  lost,  and  the  diaphragm  would  at  the  same  time 
allow  the  oil  to  come  back  again  when  the  pressures  are 
released.  I  think  the  additional  supply  of  oil  should  be 
avoided  by  substituting,  instead  of  a  piston  moving  in  a 
cylinder,  thin,  flexible  diaphragms,  eliminating  friction  as  well, 
because  the  friction  of  the  piston  must  be  something,  and 
although  it  can  be  determined,  it  may  become  variable.  It  is 
82 
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always  one  of  the  additional  elements  of  error  which  most  be 
taken  care  of. 

Mr,  Carleton  W.  Nason. — I  have  but  little  to  add  to  what  Mr. 
Henning  has  said,  but  in  a  talk  with  him  last  evening  about 
this  paper  I  suggested  that  as  it  was  admitted  that  there  was  a 
definite,  though  small,  amount  of  oil  leakage  past  the  pistons, 
such  leakage  must  necessarily  change  their  position  in  the 
cylinder. 

This  being  the  case,  it  is  evident  that  as  the  pistons 
approach  the  ends  of  the  cylinders  the  pressure  transmitted 
to  the  indicator  becomes  greater,  for  the  reason  that,  the 
cylinders  being  oscillating,  and  the  distance  between  the  piston- 
rod  pins  and  cylinder  trunnions  variable,  the  angle  enclosed  by 
lines  drawn  through  the  rod  centres  and  those  radii  of  the 
pulley  which  pass  through  the  trunnion  centres  diminishes,  and 
hence  the  thrust  is  proportionately  increased. 

Mr.  Henning  is,  I  believe,  quite  right,  however,  in  the  state- 
ment that  centrifugal  force  will  lessen  the  pressures  transmitted 
by  the  pistons  as  they  approach  the  cylinder  heads,  and  in 
estimating  such  reduction  the  weight  of  the  oil  in  the  cylinders 
should  be  added.  If  leakage  is  considerable,  experimental 
work  going  on  for  several  minutes  would  require  perhaps  two 
or  more  base  lines  to  insure  accurate  results  in  comparing 
various  parts  of  cards. 

Whether  the  piston  motion  is  sufficient  to  affect  sensibly 
cards  from  the  cause  given  is  not  stated,  and  information  regard- 
ing this  would  be  of  interest. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Suplee, — This  device  resembles  very  closely  an 
apparatus  on  which  I  did  some  work  several  years  ago  in  Phila- 
delphia, in  making  a  load  governor  for  a  steam  engine.  It 
contained  two  cylinders  much  in  the  same  shape  as  this 
dynamometer,  acting  in  conjunction  with  centrifugal  force, 
the  idea  being  to  obtain  a  load  governor  similar  to  that  which 
is  made  by  springs,  as  in  the  well-known  Ball  load  governor, 
operating  by  hydraulic  cylinders  pressing  on  oil  and  delivering 
the  pressure  through  a  plunger  on  the  end  of  the  shaft  It 
worked  all  right,  except  that  it  was  too  sensitive,  as  Mr.  Hoff- 
man has  said,  and  had  to  be  abandoned  for  something  which 
should  not  work  quite  so  well.  Possibly  when  he  has  found 
how  to  make  this  not  too  sensitive,  his  device  may  be  available 
for  such  a  governor. 
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Prof.  W.  F,  M,  G0S8. — My  experience  with  transmitting 
dynamometers  of  several  different  forms  convinces  me  that  snch 
machines  have  a  difficult  part  to  perform.  It  is  for  this  reason 
that  I  have  been  interested  in  Mr.  Hoffman's  work.  While  his 
machine  requires  careful  manipulation,  there  seems  to  be  no 
real  difficulty  in  locating  the  zero  line ;  moreover,  the  form  of 
the  record  permits  the  machine  to  be  used  with  great  facility 
where  differences  in  power  transmitted  only  are  desired,  and 
'most  problems  involving  the  machine  may  be  solved  by  differ- 
ences. It  has  seemed  to  me  that  the  results  obtained  from  the 
machine  justify  its  design. 

Mr.  A,  F.  Ndgle.—li  may  interest  the  author  to  know  that 
nearly  twenty  years  ago  I  patented  a  hydraulic  dynamometer,* 
with  which  Mr.  C.  J.  H.  Woodbury  (member  of  the  Society)  did 
considerable  experimenting.  The  inherent  defect  in  my  design 
was  the  same  which  has  been  pointed  out  in  this  discussion — 
that  the  effect  of  centrifugal  force  upon  the  fluid  made  a  recali- 
bration  necessary  for  every  change  of  speed. 

Mr.  Janies  D.  Hofman.^ — I  am  pleased  to  make  a  few  remarks 
in  closing,  and  will  endeavor  to  be  brief.  Mr.  Henning  would 
substitute  ;flexible  diaphragms  for  the  pistons,  stating  that  "  the 
leakage  through  the  stuffing-box  would  be  avoided,  and  the  fric- 
tion, if  any,  would  be  a  constant  quantity."  If  there  were  no 
leakage  except  the  small  amount  around  the  cylinders  thia 
might  be  a  good  suggestion ;  but  the  stuffing-box  spoken  of  in 
the  paper  is  at  the  rear  of  the  machine,  having  no  connec- 
tion with  the  cylinders,  and  it  is  at  this  point  where  most  of  the 
oil  escapes.  The  substitution,  then,  as  suggested,  would  unfor- 
tunately not  cover  the  objection.  If  it  were  thought  necessary  to 
eliminate  this  small  leakage  which  occurs  at  the  stuffing-box,  a 
different  kind  of  bearing  could  be  used  at  this  end,  in  which 
case  the  cause  of  leakage  would  be  avoided.  The  present 
arrangement  merely  affords  an  additional  means  of  readily 
obtaining  the  pressures  during  the  progress  of  a  test,  and  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  working  of  the  dynamometer. 
My  experience  with  diaphragms  has  shown  that  the  results  are 
not  as  accurate  nor  as  reliable  as  those  obtained  by  the  use  of 
pistons.  They  were  tried  in  connection  with  this  machine,  with 
the  result  that  the  full  pressure  was  recorded  when  the  dia- 

*  Patent  No.  195,837,  October  2,  1877. 
f  Author's  closure,  under  the  Rules. 
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pbragm  was  near  its  mid  position,  but  the  effect  on  the  pencil 
•diminished  as  the  diaphragm  left  its  mid  position,  and  for  this 
reason  made  it  a  difficult  task  to  work  up  the  cards. 

The  friction  of  the  pistons  is  practically  a  constant  quantity 
from  the  fact,  as  stated  in  the  paper,  that  there  is  no  flexible 
packing  in  the  cylinders  to  cause  a  change.  The  ground  joint 
is  free  from  loss  of  oil.  The  reason  for  having  the  cylinders 
**  pendulate  '*  at  the  central  trunnions  is  the  fact  that  the  pres- 
sure is  always  normal  to  the  pistons  from  the  point  of  appli^ 
>cation,  as  the  gentleman  suggests  should  be  the  case. 

In  answering  Mr.  Nason  I  would  say  that  the  movement  of 
the  piston  on  the  application  of  a  full  load  does  not  exceed  one- 
eighth  of  an  inch,  and  that  further  movement  from  loss  of  oil  for 
a  run  of  half  an  hour  should  not  exceed  one-eighth  of  an  inch, 
giving  a  total  variable  movement  of  the  piston  not  exceeding 
one-quarter  of  an  inch,  for  a  duration  of  time  sufficient  for 
nearly  any  ordinary  test  The  change  in  the  angle  suggested 
by  him  is,  therefore,  very  slight ;  and  even  if  this  were  several 
times  greater  there  would  be  no  appreciable  error.  In  use,  the 
piston  has  been  allowed  to  Jiave  a  movement  of  from  three- 
eighths  to  one-half  inch  before  replenishing  the  oil,  and  the 
effect  on  the  base  line  of  the  card  could  not  be  detected. 

I  would  like  to  correct  the  impression  that  the  dynamom- 
eter was  too  sensitive  for  practical  use.  If  there  was  any 
question  as  to  how  the  recorder  works,  it  is  on  the  side  of  its 
being  sensitive  enough  to  show  fluctuations  of  power  of  such  a 
short  duration  as  to  make  them  of  no  practical  value  to  an 
experimenter.  While  some  of  the  cards  obtained  were  some- 
what complex,  it  has  been  possible  to  use  all  of  them  without 
any  serious  amount  of  labor.  Some  experiments  have  been 
made  to  overcome  the  above  objection,  and  it  seems  quite 
probable  that  the  solution  may  be  in  the  form  of  an  attach- 
ment to  the  pencil  arm  moving  in  a  heavy  liquid,  such  as 
mercury. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Nason. — I  by  no  means  intended  to  criticise  ad- 
versely the  method  used,  for  I  think  it  most  ingenious,  and  be- 
lieve it  will  give  results  of  small  variation  in  power  expended 
which  are  unobtainable  in  any  other  practical  way. 

While  it  is  true  that  theoretically  all  base  lines  will  be  curves, 
it  is  evident,  from  what  Mr.  Hoffman  has  just  said,  that  they  are 
.so  nearly  straight  that  the  error  is  inappreciable.     If  the  leak- 
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age  were  large  enough  to  affect  results  sensibly,  the  pistons 
might  be  kept  in  a  fixed  position  by  running  the  pump  at  a 
speed  which  would  deliver  an  amount  of  oil  just  equal  to  the 
leakage. 
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DCLXXXIX.* 

SUPERHEATED  STEAM. 

FACTS,   DATA,   AND  PRINCIPLES  RELATING  TO  THE  PROBLEM. 

BY  R.  H.  THURSTON,   ITHACA,  K.  Y. 

(Member  of  the  Society  and  Paet  President) 

"  A  peine  ai-je  besoin  de.  dire  que  si  je  m'exprime  aiutti  ce  n^est  en  aucane 
fa<^n  pour  critiquer,  dans  le  sens  ordinaire  du  mot,  ce  qui  a  ^te  produit  jusqa'ici 
comme  theories  des  moteurs  calorlques.  Lea  travaux  de  Clausitis,  de  Rankine, 
de  Zeuner,  de  Combes,  etc.,  sur  ce  Kujet,  sont  et  resteront  des  oeavres  m^mora- 
bles  dans  rbistoire  de  la  science.  Si,  comme  experimentatear  et  comme  analyste, 
je  viens  montrer  aujoard  bai  que  ces  oeavres  demandent  a  etre  complet^es,  j'es- 
p^re  que,  bien  loin  d'en  affaiblir  la  Taleu'r,  je  ne  la  mettrai  que  plus  en  relief."— 
Him. 

Introductory. — Superheated  steam,  as  an  element  in  ihe 
actual  and  possible  improvement  of  the  efficiencies  of  the  steam 
engine,  Ixa^  for  many  years  received  much  attention  from  the 
most  able  and  experienced  engineers  on  both  sides  the  Atlantic; 
but,  while  this  interest  is  based  upon  an  unquestionable  and  un- 
doubted advantage  coming  of  its  employment,  the  practical 
difficulties  which  arise  in  the  endeavor  to  avail  ourselves  of  its 
promised  economical  gains  have  proved,  thus  far  at  least,  to 
more  than  balance  the  advantage  derivable  by  its  application,  in 
all  ordinary  and  usual  cases.  At  one  time  it  became  the  most  at- 
tractive and  common  field  of  invention,  in  expectation  that,  like 
expansion  of  steam,  it  might  prove  to  have  unlimited  influence 
in  improving  the  action  of  the  engine;  and  many  steam  engines 
and  boilers  were  brought  out  supplied  with  arrangements  for 
superheating  the  steam  which,  in  some  cases,  actually  gave  results 
that  were  fully  up  to  the  expectations  of  their  designers  and 
users,  so  far  as  economy  of  steam  and  of  fuel  went ;  but  they  all 
proved,  in  the  end,  wasteful  of  money— the  final  test  of  the  en- 
gineer's work — through  increased  cost  of  maintenance,  and  in 
consequence  of,  as  it  seemed,  inevitable  inconveniences  and  even 


*  Presented  at  tbe  St.  Louis  meeting  (May.  1896)  of  tbe  American  Society  of 
Mechanical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the  Transaetiona. 
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dangers ;  and  English  and  American  engineers  have,  for  now 
many  years,  rarely  attempted  its  employment  except  on  a  very 
moderate  scale  and  in  a  very  conserratiye  manner. 

In  continental  Europe,  however,  where  the  scientific  aspect  of 
the  subject  attracts  more  attention,  and  secures  a  more  tolerant, 
if  not  an  actually  respectful,  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  practi- 
tioner, the  desirability  of  finding  ways  of  availing  ourselves  of 
the  economy  to  be  attained  through  a  successful  practice  in  this 
direction  has  been  so  fully  recognized,  that  coiusiderable  ntim- 
bers  of  steam  engines  are  there  constantly  in  use  with  moderately 
superheated  steam,  and  occasionally  some  enthusiastic  inventor 
or  builder  brings  out  a  machine  working  with  superheated  steam 
of  high  temperature.  The  European,  and  especially  the  Con- 
tinental, builders  and  users  are  thus  to-day  very  much  more 
familiar  with  the  subject  than  are  our  own,  and  progress  in  this 
field  is  there  continually,  though  still  slowly,  taking  place.^ 

The  purpose  of  the  following  paper  is  to  give  a  resume  of  the 
''  state  of  the  art"  to  date,  so  far  as  data  at  hand  permit,  with  a 
brief  and  simple  discussion  of  the  theoretical  side  of  the  subject, 
and,  finally,  deductions  relative  to  the  direction  of  improvement, 
and  the  promise  given  by  experience  and  scientific  study,  to  date, 
in  regard  to  the  possibilities  and  probabilities  of  gain  by  the 
use  of  superheated  steam,  either  in  the  ordinary  working  of 
the  familiar  forms  of  engine,  or  in  real  "  superheated-steam 
engines." 

Of  the  four  principal  and  recognized  methods  of  reduction  of 
that  form  of  waste  in  the  steam  engine  which  comes  of  initial,  or 
cylinder,  condensation — compression,  jacketing,  compounding, 
and  superheating — the  last  named,  could  all  mechanical  difficul- 
ties of  construction  and  operation  be  overcome,  would  be  by  far 
the  best  and  most  effective.  It  would  involve  no  important 
change  in  the  boiler ;  but  little,  if  any,  extension  of  its  size  and 
cost ;  no  such  complication  of  engine  construction  as  the  jacket 
compels,  no  change,  in  fact,  in  the  design  or  construction  of  the 

*  In  fieekiog  ioformation  on  this  subject,  the  writer  consulted  numerous  friends 
and  acqaaiutances  on  both  sides  the  Atlantic,  aud  nearly  all  noted  bnilders  and 
contemporarj  authorities.  The  outcome  of  this  somewhat  full  and  formal  investi- 
gation was  that  sabstantiallj  nothing  is  being  done  on  this  side  the  ocean,  an^ 
our  own  people,  as  a  rule,  have  no  experience  in  the  practical  use  of  higblr 
superheated  steam.  Such  information  as  was  obtainable  from  these  classes  of 
engineers,  and  from  men  of  science  expert  in  engineering,  usually  came  from  the 
other  shore. 
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engine,  and  would  achieve  completely  the  result  sought  to  be 
attained  by  its  employment.  The  two  kinds  of  difficulty  to  be 
overcome  are  those  attending  the  construction  of  a  superheater 
incapable  of  injury  by  the  process  of  superheating,  and  the  in- 
troduction of  the  required  and  variable  amount  of  superheat  at 
the  engine  without  injury  to  cylinder,  piston,  valves,  or  packing. 

This  problem  is  to-day  the  most  importzmt  of  all  the  visible 
and  possible  tasks  confronting  the  designing  engineer  who  seeks 
the  further  improvement  of  the  steam  engine  as  a  thermody- 
namic machine.  Its  solution  will  go  far  toward  the  insurance 
of  further  steady  advance,  even  beyond  the  limits  now  appar- 
ently set  by  those  practical  conditions  which  seem  to  have 
closed  in  upon  the  machine,  in  later  years,  more  and  more  closely, 
and  which  have  been  thought  by  many  to  be  likely  to  compel 
the  abandonment  of  this  type  of  heat  engine  and  the  adoption 
of  the  gas  engine  in  its  place. 

Gain  at  the  boiler  is  not  precisely  the  subject  of  this  study ; 
but  it  should  be  distinctly  recognized  that,  incidentally,  the 
superheating  apparatus,  as  most  commonly  applied,  constitutes 
a  very  considerable  addition  to  the  heating  surface,  and  thus 
increases  the  efficiency  of  the  boiler.  The  gain  thus  obtained 
at  the  engine  is,  as  in  the  case  of  steam-jacketing,  always  accom- 
panied by  a  larger  gain  at  the  boiler,  and  this  occurs  in  two 
distinct  ways.  First,  the  reduced  expenditure  of  steam  at  the 
engine  makes  the  demand  upon  the  boiler  less  than  otherwise 
would  be  noted,  and  thus,  the  quantity  of  steam  made  per  unit  of 
heating  surface  area  being  reduced,  the  result  must  always  be, 
in  good  practice,  a  gain  of  efficiency  at  the  boiler.  Secondly, 
the  added  heating  surface  of  the  superheater  gives  a  still  further 
gain,  by  precisely  the  same  sort  of  increase  of  efficiency,  and, 
the  two  effects  conspiring,  a  gain  in  steam  utilization  at  the 
engine  is  found  to  have  a  corresponding  gain  at  the  boiler,  in 
consumption  of  fuel,  that  may  be  very  considerably  greater,  nu- 
merically. As  with  the  steam  jacket,  or  with  compounding  on 
the  locomotive,  a  gain  of  twenty  per  cent,  in  steam  consumption 
may  be  accompanied  by  gain  in  fuel  expended,  for  a  stated  power 
and  work,  of  twenty-five  per  cent.,  or  even  more ;  the  latter 
^cess  of  gain  being  the  greater  as  the  boiler  is,  initially,  the 
less  economical. 

SuPEBHEATED  Steam  differs  from  steam  in  the  familiar,  "  satu- 
rated," state  in  the  fact  that  it  has  a  temperature  exceeding  that 
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of  the  water  from  which  it  is  formed  at  the  temperature  due 
the  pressure  with  saturated  steam.  The  excess  of  tempera- 
ture must  be  conferred  upon  it  bj  isolating  it  from  its  liquid  and 
exposing  it  to  contact  with  substances  themselves  heated  to  a 
still  higher  temperature,  or  by  mixing  it  with  oth^r  steam,  pre- 
viously raised  to  a  degree  of  "  superheat "  as  much  in  excess  of 
the  desired  superheat  as  the  total  mass  of  the  mixture  exceeds 
that  of  the  superheating  steam.  The  latter  method  is  sometimes 
called,  distinctively,  "  adheating."  Steam  and  water,  in  contact, 
and  in  the  process  of  vaporization  of  the  latter,  are  always  of 
similar  temperature,  and  this  temperature  is  always  that  due  the 
pressure  as  stated  in  the  steam  tables.  The  steam  formed 
being  brought  into  contact  with  substances  of  higher  tempera- 
ture rises  in  temperature  by  absorption  of  heat  by  conduction, 
and,  if  thus  superheated  a  moderate  amount,  loses  the  character- 
istic properties  of  vapor  and  takes  on  those  of  a  gas.  Gaseous 
steam,  steam  gas,  has  sometimes  been  called  ^*  stame  "  to  distin- 
guish it  from  steam  "  dry  and  saturated,'*  as  obtained  by  slow 
evaporation  in  the  steam  boiler,  and  as  always  existing  when  at 
rest  in  contact  with  the  water  from  which  it  has  been  formed, 
and  out  of  contact  with  more  highly  heated  substance.  The 
range  of  heating  from  the  condition  of  dry  and  saturated  to 
superheated  steam  is  considerable— 9  degrees  C,  16  degrees 
Fahr.,  according  to  Him — and,  within  that  range  of  temperature, 
the  properties  of  the  fluid  are  intermediate  between  those  of  a 
true  vapor  and  those  of  a  gas.  With  steam  in  the  latter  form, 
the  thermodynamic  formulas  for  the  perfect  gas  become  appli- 
cable, and  we  have,  as  shown  by  experiment,  in  British  measures, 
pv  =  B  =  85.5. 

Plotting  the  curve  exhibiting  the  relations  of  pressure  and 
volume  of  steam  gas,  and  comparing  it  with  the  similar  curve  for 
saturated  steam,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  former  exhibits 
larger  values  of  specific  volumes  for  stated  pressures  and  falls 
outside  the  former.  Hence,  the  latter  demands  most  heat 
during  expansion  and  must  partially  condense,  as  it  cannot  supply 
the  demand  for  heat  to  be  converted  into  work  from  its  store  of 
sensible  heat  and  still  remain  a  vapor. 

Volume  for  volume,  saturated  steam  does  more  work  than 
superheated  ;  weight  for  weight,  the  contrary  is  the  fact. 

Steam  m  the  Steam  Engine,  superheated  or  saturated,  is 
worked  in  precisely  the  same  manner,  and  ordinarily  the  indi- 
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cator  diagram  gives  little  or  no  indication  of  the  quality  of  the 
steam,  except  by  its  study  in  comparison  with  the  coincident 
measures  of  feed-water  supplied  the  boiler.  Careful  measure- 
ment, however,  gives  a  means  of  ascertaining  the  quality  of  the 
working  charge  of  steam  at  every  point  in  the  stroke  of  the  pis- 
ton within  the  limits  of  the  "  expansion  line."  The  "  saturation 
curve  "  being  drawn  for  the  weight  of  fluid  traversing  the  engine 
per  stroke  of  piston,  the  variation  of  its  abscissas  from  those  of 
the  diagram  itself  measure,  on  the  one  hand,  the  quantity  of 
steam  condensed  behind  the  piston,  if  wet,  and  on  the  other,  the 
expansion  due  superheating  if  the  charge  is  thus  given  increased 
volume.  In  the  case  of  wet  steam,  further  data  are  needed,  as 
obtainable  by  the  steam  calorimeter,  to  determine  to  what  ex- 
tent the  moisture  present  comes  of  Original  "  priming "  and 
what  from  later  condensation  in  boiler,  steam  pipes,  and  steam 
cylinder. 

Steam  may  be  worked  in  the  engine  either  in  the  saturated 
condition,  as  constantly  wet,  or  as  steam  gas,  or  as,  from  time  to 
time  in  the  course  of  the  piston  stroke,  a  fluid  changing  from  a 
higher  to  a  lower  state  as  respects  its  stored  heat.  It  may  even, 
under  exceptional  conditions,  change  in  the  jacketed  cylinder 
from  wet  steam  to  dry  and  from  dry  to  superheated  steam.  In 
the  usual  case,  wet  steam  becomes  wetter,  and  superheated 
steam  becomes  wet,  as  loss  of  heat  from  the  working  charge 
occurs  by  transformation  of  thermal  into  dynamic  energy.  This 
reduction  in  quality  of  the  working  steam  also  occurs  through 
waste  by  absorption  of  heat  by  the  walls  of  the  cylinder,  and  the 
advantage  of  employing  superheated  steam  is  redaction  of  this 
waste.  It  is  never  used  in  the  common  forms  of  steam  engine 
as  a  "  working  fluid  "  in  the  ordinary  sense.  Working  steam  is 
always  wet. 

It  is  usually  considered  impracticable  to  employ  superheated 
steam  as  the  working  fluid  of  the  steam  engine,  since  to  retain 
the  gaseous  condition  throughout  the  stroke,  and  despite  the 
transformation  of  heat  into  work  during  the  period  of  adiabatic 
expansion,  it  is  requisite  to  carry  the  superheating,  initially,  to 
a  higher  point  than  is,  at  present  at  least,  safe  and  practicable. 
Its  use  in  this  form  presumably  involves  the  construction  of  a 
special  form  of  engine  that  shall  permit  its  safe  employment, 
and  at  the  same  time  evade  those  forms  of  waste  which  have, 
hitherto,  reduced  the  superheat  to  zero  immediately  upon  the 
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entrance  of  the  fluid  into  the  cylinder  of  the  engine  and  thus 
converted  the  cycle  of  the  machine  into  the  familiar  form,  work- 
ing saturated  or  wet  steam.  Assuming  the  practicability  of  thus 
employing  superheated  steam,  however,  the  possibilities  of  fur- 
ther economical  advance  in  the  operation  of  the  engine  become 
very  great.  With  such  an  engine,  combining  the  advantages  of 
large  thermodynamic  range  of  working,  and  consequent  high 
thermodynamic  efficiency,  with  comparatively  high  mean  work- 
ing pressures,  in  consequence  of  the  comparative  density  of  the 
substance,  and  thus  securing  high  mechanical  efficiency,  the 
machine  might  be  expected,  if  successfully  constructed,  to  give 
a  higher  total  and  commercial  efficiency  than  either  the  gas 
engine  or  the  ordinary  form  of  the  steam  engine. 

The  steam  engine  using  superheated  steam  is,  to-day,  always 
an  engine  in  which  the  working  fluid  is  wet,  but  is  dryer  than 
when  employing  saturated  steam,  in  the  proportion  to  which 
the  surcharge  of  heat  in  the  superheated  steam  reduces  the 
condensation  ordinarily  taking  place  at  entrance  of  the  working 
charge  into  the  cylinder. 

The  Purposes  of  Superheating  Steam,  as  practised  in  the  past 
and  as  recognized  at  present,  are  the  following : 

(1)  Raising  the  temperature  which  constitutes  the  upper 
limit  in  the  operation  of  the  heat  engine  in  such  manner  as  to 
increase  the  thermodynamic  efficiency  of  the  working  fluid. 

(2)  To  so  surcharge  the  steam  with  heat  that  it  may  surrender 
as  much  as  may  be  required  to  prevent  initial  condensation  at 
entrance  into  the  cylinder  and  still  perform  the  work  of  expansion 
without  condensation  or  serious  cooling  of  the  surrounding  walls 
of  the  cylinder. 

(3)  To  make  the  weight  of  steam  entering  the  condenser,  and 
its  final  heat- charge,  a  minimum,  with  a  view  to  the  reduction 
of  the  volume  of  condensing  water  and  the  magnitude  and  cost 
of  the  air-pump  and  condenser  system  to  a  minimum. 

(4)  To  reduce  the  back  pressure  and  thus  to  increase  the 
power  developed  from  a  given  charge  of  steam  and  the  efficiency 
of  the  engine. 

(5)  To  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  boilers  both  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  quantity  of  the  steam  demanded  from  the  original 
heating  surface  and  by  increasing  the  area  of  surface  employed 
to  absorb  the  heat  of  the  furnace  and  flue  gases,  and  also  by 
evading  the  waste  consequent  upon  production  of  wet  steam. 
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The  first  of  these  processes  has  not  yet  been  made  sncoessfnl, 
and  no  satisfactory  form  of  steam  engine  has  been  yet  constructed 
in  which  the  increase  of  thermodynamic  efficiency  to  be  thus 
gained  has  been  attained  by  the  working  of  steam  as  a  gas 
throughout  a  cycle,  or  even  in  which  any  large  increase  of  work- 
ing range  of  temperature  above  the  minimum  limit — that  of  sat- 
uration at  the  temperature  of  the  condenser — has  been  secured 
by  superheating.  The  Siemens  superheated  steam  engine  illus- 
trates an  attempt  in  this  direction. 

The  second  of  these  methods  of  improvement  of  the  steam 
engine  has  been  frequently  attempted,  usually  without  perma- 
nent success,  and  it  remains  a  promising  but  unsolved  problem. 
It  is  this  method  which  is,  mainly,  the  subject  of  this  memoir. 
Its  value  consists  solely  in  its  power  of  reduction  of  the  internal 
wastes  of  the  engine  by  the  substitution  of  a  comparatively  gas- 
like fluid,  with  reduced  heat-transferring  power,  for  the  easily 
condensed  and  highly  conducting  vapor,  saturated  steam,  with 
consequent  diminution,  by  a  large  proportion,  of  the  waste 
known  as  initial  or  cylinder  condensation.  This  it  does  with  un- 
doubted and  great  success ;  but  the  endeavor  to  utilize  this  well- 
recognized  method  of  improvement  of  steam-engine  efficiency  is, 
in  practice,  found  to  be  fraught  with  so  many  and  such  serious 
practical  difficulties  of  construction  and  operation  that  it  has, 
hitherto,  been  very  little  employed,  and  seldom,  if  ever,  as  yet, 
with  complete  success. 

The  third  gain  by  the  use  of  superheated  steam  is  a  minor  but 
unquestionable  improvement,  to  be  anticipated  as  incidental  to 
the  use  of  superheat  for  the  other  purposes  enumerated. 

The  same  remark  applies  to  the  fourth  item  in  the  list 

The  fifth  effect  of  superheating,  or  rather  of  the  introduction 
of  superheating  apparatus,  comes  simply  of  the  extension  of  the 
ratio  of  the  area  of  boiler  heating  surface  to  the  weight  of  steam 
to  be  supplied  in  the  unit  of  time.  Equal  or  greater  gain  would 
be  secured  by  similar  extension  of  the  heating  surface  of  the 
boiler  itself,  since  the  difference  of  temperature  between  the 
gases  delivering  and  the  fluid  receiving  heat  would  be  greater 
than  with  the  superheaters  in  operation.  Superheaters,  therefore, 
are  not  desirable  where  a  boiler  is  employed  for  heating  pur- 
poses purely,  except,  possibly  occasionally,  where  superheating, 
by  reducing  condensation,  facilitates  the  transfer  of  steam  from 
the  boiler  to  some  distant  point  at  which  it  is  to  be  employed. 
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The  thermodynamio  theory  of  the  steam  engine  was  long  since 
recc^nized  as  incomplete,  and  the  supplementary  physical  theory 
of  wastes  of  thermal  and  of  d3rnamic  energies  was  long  since 
shown  to  be  required  to  complete  a  practical  and  usefully  appli- 
cable theory  of  that  wonderful  motor. 

The  work  of  Him,  and  of  Clark,  and  of  Isherwood  and  their 
successors  has  not  yet  sufficed  fully  to  perfect  the  modem 
theory  of  the  steam  engine. 

The  General  Theory  of  the  Steam  Engine,  and  especially 
as  affected  by  the  employment  of  the  steam  jacket  and  of  super- 
heated steam,  has  been  very  minutely  studied  by  M.  G.  Leloutre, 
in  a  treatise  submitted  to  the  Societe  des  Ingenieurs  Civils  de 
France,  and  for  which  he  was  awarded  the  Foumeyron  prize  in 
1889.*  In  this  extensive  and  extremely  important  document 
may  be  found  some  useful  discussions  of  the  action  of  super- 
heated steam  and  of  the  resultant  effect  on  the  efficiency  of  en- 
gines. He,  however,  employs  the  theory  of  Zeuner,  who  assumed 
that  it  is  practicable  to  secure,  as  a  working  fluid,  permanently 
superheated  steam. 

Leloutre  computed  the  thickness  of  metal  affected  by  the  heat 
transfer  observed  at  Logelbach,  in  Him's  jacketed  engine,  as 
i  millimeter  (0.01  inch),  and  concludes  that  the  action  of  initial 
condensation  must  be  practically  instantaneous.  He  deduces  a 
constant  for  the  heat  waste,  as  a  function  of  the  area  of  the  ex- 
posed cylinder  wall  and  the  variation  of  its  temperature  pro- 
duced by  the  action  of  the  exhaust.  The  fundamental  principle 
of  this  discussion  is  the  following : 

All  the  heat  which  is  introduced  into  the  superficial,  internal 
portion  of  the  cylinder  wall,  by  any  means  whatever,  whether  by 
jacketing,  superheating,  or  compression,  diminishes  the  waste 
by  initial  condensation  in  proportion  to  its  restriction  of  the 
range  of  temperature  through  which  that  surface  fluctuates  in 
the  course  of  the  engine  cycle.  Otherwise  expressed  :  The  heat 
stored  in  the  inner  surface  of  the  cylinder  wall,  during  and  by 
initial  condensation,  is  reduced  in  proportion  to  the  quantity 
communicated  and  stored  by  the  method  adopted  to  effect 
economy. 

The  above  principle  requires  some  corroUary  comment :  The 


*  Vide  Compter  Rendus  de  I'Academie  des  Sciences,  December  21,  1891,  and  of 
the  Soci^t^  dee  Ing^niears  Civils,  January  8,  1892. 
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heat  stored  by  initial  condensation  is  mainly  rejected  and  wasted 
at  each  passage  of  the  engine  through  its  exhaust  period ;  that 
stored  and,  later,  wasted  by  the  action  of  the  engine,  when  jack- 
eted, when  employing  superheated  steam,  or  when  worked  with 
large  compression,  is  not  only  less  in  proportion  to  the  reduced 
temperature  range,  but,  also,  this  temperature  range  is  further 
restricted  as  the  surfaces  are  held  up,  more  and  more  completely 
and  constantly,  to  or  above  the  temperature  of  saturated  steam, 
and  as  the  heat-transferring  power  of  the  fluid  is  thus  reduced. 

Leloutre  employs  the  same  algebraic  treatment,  therefore, 
whether  the  heat  stored  in  the  cylinder  wall,  in  reduction  of 
initial  condensation,  comes  of  jacketing  or  of  superheating.  He 
studies  the  physical  condition,  the  "  quality  "  of  the  steam  at 
the  boiler,  in  the  steam  chest,  in  the  cylinder  at  cut-oflf,  at  ex- 
haust, and  in  the  condenser.  He  computes  an  economy  of  21  to 
25  per  cent.,  with  moderate  superheating  similar  in  extent  and 
in  method  to  the  cases  reported  by  Walther-Meunier ;  while  the 
gain  by  an  efficient  jacket,  in  the  Logelbach  experiments,  is  re- 
ported as  22.5  per  cent  Superheated  steam  gives  somewhat 
higher  terminal  pressure,  on  the  expansion  line,  than  with  the 
same  engine  jacketed.  The  drop  in  pressure  at  entrance  is  one- 
third  as  great,  in  the  Logelbach  experiments,  with  the  jacket  in 
use  as  when  employing  saturated  steam,  and  about  one-fifth  as 
great  with  superheated  steam ;  the  latter  being  purely  conse- 
quent upon  throttling  at  the  ports,  the  former  due  to  combined 
throttling  and  condensation.  The  moisture  present  at  the  end 
of  admission  is  about  sixty  per  ceni  with  the  jacket,  compared 
with  saturated  steam,  and  about  sixteen  per  ceni  with  super- 
heated steam ;  and  at  the  end  of  expansion,  three  per  cent,  and 
zero  respectively ;  notwithstanding  the  fact,  the  remarkable  fact, 
that  the  superheat  only  transferred  to  the  cylinder  wall  about 
one-half  as  much  heat  as  did  the  jacket. 

The  purpose  of  the  engineer  in  applying  either  method  of 
economizing  heat,  whether  by  jacketing,  by  superheating,  or  by 
compression,  is  recognized  as  being  the  reduction  of  this  waste 
at  its  very  incipient  stage,  the  prevention  of  initial  condensation. 
Superheating  possesses  the  advantage  of  penetrating  every  crev- 
ice and  reaching  every  cooling  surface  of  the  interior  of  the 
cylinder  wall ;  it  does  not  supply  heat  continuously  during  ex- 
pansion, as  does  the  jacket ;  but  it  does  not,  on  the  other  hand, 
necessarily  waste  heat  during  the  period  of  exhaust  and  conden- 
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satioD.  Superheating  always  acts  in  prevention;  jacketing, 
necessarily  unable  to  communicate  heat,  when  the  difference 
between  the  temperatures  of  entering  steam  and  cylinder  wall  is 
slight,  can  only  remedy  an  already  existing  evil,  and  cannot  be 
thoroughly  effective  as  a  preventive  of  waste.  Jacketing  in- 
creases the  areas  of  heat-wastiug  surface ;  this  is  not  the  fact 
with  superheating. 

Mr.  Dixwell  illustrated  well  the  principle  involved  in  the  re- 
duction of  internal  wastes  in  the  steam  engine  by  the  prevention 
of  initial  condensation  when  he  called  attention  to  tbe  fact  that, 
at  high  temperatures— 380  degrees  Fahr.,  under  atmospheric 
pressure— moisture  is  repelled  from  such  metal  surfaces,  and 
cannot  be  deposited  in  such  manner  as  to  surrender  its  latent 
heat.  At  such  high  temperatures,  therefore,  all  loss  by  cylinder 
condensation  may  be  prevented,  and  only  the  comparatively 
small  transfer  of  heat  ^'  from  steam  to  exhaust,"  by  the  action 
of  dry  vapor,  will  be  met.*  Studying  the  reports  on  some  fifty 
cases,  with  engines  varying  from  thirty-six  to  ninety  inches 
diameter  of  cylinder,  he  concluded  that  the  proportion  of  steam 
initially  condensed  was  substantially  the  same  for  the  same  de- 
gree of  expansion  in  all,  when  unjacketed  and  under  similar 
working  conditions.  Observing  that  the  loss  varied,  in  the  cases 
taken  as  representative,  from  about  ten  per  cent*  at  full  stroke 
to  one  hundred  and  forty  per  cent,  and  more  at  eight  or  nine 
expansions — steam  utilized  being  taken  as  unity — or,  more  accu- 
rately, deducting  the  condensation  due  the  performance  of  work, 
and  consequent  conversion  of  heat  energy,  from  nine  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  ideally  required  steam, 
he  at  once  saw  that  superheating,  when  employed  to  reduce  this 
waste,  must  be  the  greater  as  the  ratio  of  expansion  is  the  larger. 
Mr.  Dixwell  also  saw  that  the  action  was  a  cumulative  one,  as 
had  been  shown  by  Hartnell  still  earlier,t  and  that  the  action 
of  the  multiple-cylinder  systems  was  peculiarly  advantageous, 
in  view  of  the  facts  that  a  reduced  initial  condensation  must 
occur  in  each  cylinder,  and  that,  placed  in  series,  the  wastes  of 
the  smaller  cylinder  are  utilized  to  meet  the  demand  for  waste 
in  the  larger. 

Eably  Pbaotioe  seemed,  at  times,  most  encouraging,  and  as 
early  as  1802  Trevithick  was  employing  this  system. 

♦  Dixwell :  Cylinder  Condensation,    Boston,  Franklin  Press,  1875, 
t  "On  Compound  Engines/'  Engineering,  March  81,  1871. 
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''  That  economy  attends  the  use  of  superheated  steam  in  en- 
gine cylinders  *ha8  been  shown  at  least  since  1828,  when  Bichard 
Trevithick  reported  on  the  engines  at  Binner  Downs  Mine  in 
Cornwall.  The  engineer  of  the  mine,  Capt.  Gregor,  wishing  to 
rival  the  record  of  a  neighboring  mine,  where  the  cylinders  had 
been  cleaded  in  sawdust,  built  in  his  cylinders  and  steam  pipes 
with  brickwork,  making  a  fire-grate  underneath  them,  and  flues 
around.  The  results  were  unexpected,  and  the  duty  of  the  en- 
gine was  raised  from  forty-one  to  sixty-three  million  foot-pounds 
per  bushel  (eighty-four  pounds)  of  coal.  Trevithick  tested  the 
70-inch  cylinder  engine,  which,  when  five  bushels  of  coal  were 
burned  in  twenty-four  hours  under  the  cylinder,  took  sixty -seven 
bushels  under  the  boiler ;  when  no  coal  was  burned  under  the 
cylinder,  108  bushels  of  coal  was  used  under  the  boiler  for  the 
same  work,  showing  a  saving  o{  one-third  of  the  coal  by  super- 
heating. The  steam  pressure  was  forty-five  pounds  per  square 
inch,  and  the  strokes  eight  per  minute.  With  the  cylinder  fires 
on,  thirteen  gallons  of  injection  condensing  water  was  used  per 
stroke,  and  heated  from  70  degrees  to  104  degrees ;  without  the 
cylinder  fires,  fifteen  and  one-half  gallons  of  condensing  water 
was  used  per  stroke,  and  heated  from  70  degrees  to  112  degrees. 
Trevithick  followed  this  up  by  inventing,  in  1832,  a  tabular 
boiler,  combined  with  a  superheater  between  the  boiler  and  the 
engine  cylinder;  he  also  jacketed  the  cylinder  with  the  waste 
gases  from  the  furnace.  An  external  series  of  vertical  pipes 
connected  top  and  bottom  to  a  hollow  ring,  constitute  the  boiler ; 
the  superheating  pipes  inside  it  are  formed  like  inverted  siphons, 
so  as  to  avoid  jointing  at  the  lower  end  next  the  fire."  * 

Progress  in  the  introduction  of  superheating  began  in  France, 
according  to  Raffard,  about  1848,  when,  as  he  states,  after  the 
memorable  work  of  Combes  on  steam-jacketing,  it  came  to  be 
understood  that  initial  condensation  might  be  suppressed  by 
the  substitution  of  that  method  of  its  reduction  for  the  steam 
jacket.t 

M.  Kientzy,  an  inventor  and  engine-builder  of  the  time,  some 
time  before  1849,  experimented  with  various  expedients  for 
reducing  the  expenditure  of  steam  in  his  engines,  which  were 
unprovided  with  steam  jackets ;  but  he  found  that  long  experi- 

»  Patchell. 

f  N.  J.  Rafifard  :  "  Historique  de  rAppUcation  de  la  Vapear  sarchauff^/' 
etc.,  Le  TechnoloffUfte,  1892. 
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enoe  in  Alsace  had  already  shown  that,  as  a  rule,  losses  by  leaky 
joints  and  destruction  of  packing,  and  often  cutting  of  the 
rubbing  parts  of  the  engine  cylinder,  gave  more  than  full  com- 
pensation for  all  gains  by  superheating.  The  immediate  cause 
of  these  difficulties  was  recognized  as  the  direct  action  of  the 
£ames  of  the  furnace  and  of  its  gases  upon  the  superheating 
:surfaces.  M.  Kaffard,  then  employed  by  Kientzy,  proposed 
indirect  superheating  by  returning  the  steam  through  pipes 
enclosed  in  the  steam-spaces  of  the  boiler  itself.  No  success 
was  met  with  at  the  time>  and  the  subject  fell  out  of  sight. 

The  earliest  patents  were  those  of  Becker,  November  20, 1827, 
proposing  a  maximum  temperature  of  210  degrees  C,  using 
a  tubular  superheater,  into  which  water  was  injected  in  minute 
quantities  as  required  to  produce  superheated  steam  of  the 
desired  quality.  Quillac,  July  3,  1849,  patented  devices  for 
producing  the  familiar  method  of  superheating,  claiming  that 
every  form  of  engine  would  gain  by  its  use.  Baffard's  patents 
for  the  now  common  method  of  drying  the  steam  in  the  manner 
previously  indicated  by  him  was  issued  January  30, 1861.  Him 
patented,  November  12,  1865,  his  "  hyper  thermo-generator," 
which  was  simply  a  cast-iron  superheating  apparatus,  consisting 
of  an  assemblage  of  tubes  placed  in  the  flue,  with  an  arrange- 
ment by  means  of  which  more  or  less  of  the  current  of  flue  gases 
could  be  taken  through  it  to  adjust  the  degree  of  superheating 
to  the  demands  of  the  engine.  By  this  date,  superheating  was 
recognized  in  all  countries  as  a  legitimate  and  promising  method 
of  securing  economical  use  of  steam  in  the  steam  engine,  and 
inventors  in  all  civilized  lands  were  seeking  to  find  practicable 
ways  of  availing  themselves  of  its  advantages  without  submitting 
to  the  disadvantages  which  common  experience  soon  revealed  as 
apparently  universally  arising. 

By  the  middle  of  the  century,  Hirn  and  his  followers  were 
making  a  moderate  success  of  it,  thanks  to  the  advances  in 
mechanical  construction,  which  by  that  time  had  reached  such 
a  point  as  permitted  them  to  make  use  of  joints  which  were 
fitted  perfectly  and  remained  tight,  the  abutting  surfaces  being 
held  firmly  into  metallic  contact  by  a  system  of  heavy  bolts. 
This  mechanical  advance  was  the  essential  prerequisite  of  the 
improvement  sought  French  writers  ascribe  to  Becker  (1827) 
the  invention,  and  to  Hirn  (1865)  the  real  introduction  of  this 
system  of  economical  use  of  steam  in  the  steam  engine. 
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M.  A.  Mallet,  the  distinguished  French  authority,  attributes 
the  origin  of  this  great  improvement  and  attempts  at  its  appli- 
cation at  the  earliest  dates,  to  the  inventors  preceding  18^0.* 
The  real  beginning  of  the  subject  is  unknown;  but  the  coil 
boilers  of  Perkins  and  others,  and  "  sectional  "  boilers  of  Gumey 
and  of  Hancock  and  other  inventors  of  the  steam  carri^e, 
included  provisions  for  superheating  and  often  of  directly  pro- 
ducing superheated  steam  by  injecting  water  upon  hot  plates  or 
into  highly  heated  tubes,  stroke  by  stroke  as  required  by  the 
engine,  and  dated  some  time  earlier  than  1830.  Tredgold,  the 
first  of  the  recognized  authoritative  writers  on  the  steam  engine, 
issuing  his  first  edition  in  1827,  is  silent  on  this  subject ;  but 
John  Bourne,  in  1846,  mentions  superheating  as  a  possible 
source  of  ec6nomy  which  is  looked  upon  as  difficult  of  applica- 
tion, and  in  his  Recent  Improvements  in  the  Steam  Engine,  1869, 
attributes  the  practical  success  of  the  system  to  an  American 
inventor,  Wethered,  of  whose  work,  in  1863-64,  something  is 
said  elsewhere  in  this  paper.  Mallet  claims  that  this  method 
had  been  patented  by  Sorel  in  France  a  dozen  years  earlier, 
while  he  admits  that  the  American  inventor  is. entitled  to  the 
credit  of  having  actually  reduced  the  invention  to  a  successful 
practice.  Brunei,  in  his  diary,  July  11,  1863,  states  the  essen- 
tials of  maximum  economy  in  the  steam  engine  to  be  ample 
power  in  the  boilers,  considerable  expansion,  high  pressure, 
steam-jacketing  with  steam  at  a  pressure  at  least  ten  pounds 
higher  than  that  in  the  boilers,  thus  securing  moderate  super- 
heating by  action  of  the  jackets.t  He  adds  that  it  is  desirable 
that  experiments  be  made  to  ascertain  whether  it  would  be 
worth  while  to  employ  superheated  steam.  This  was  actually 
done  on  the  Oreat  Eastern  by  James  Watt  &  Co.,  1857. 

John  Bourne,  who  in  his  time  was  always  in  advance  of  the 
current  contemporary  practice,  in  his  Beqpnt  Improvements,^  1869, 
says  that  the  practice  of  superheating  with  marine  engines  had 
become  very  general,  and  that  in  this  his  prediction  of  1844§  has 
been  fully  realized.  He  had,  as  early  as  1834,  investigated  the 
subject  and   come   to  the   conclusions  now  accepted   by   the 

*  Bulletin  de  la  SociH^.  des  Tnf/enienrs  Civils,  May,  1892. 

t  Life,  of  1.  K.  Brunei.     London,  1870. 

X  Recent  Improvements  in  the  Steam  Engine.  By  John  Bourne.  London, 
Longmans,  Green  &  Co. ,  1869. 

§  The  Artisan  Club  Treatise  on  the  Steam  Engine,  1844.  Catechism  of  the 
Steam  Engine,     1848.     John  Bourne.     London. 
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majority  of  practitioners  as  to  the  economical  effects  of  that 
process.  He  adds :  "  Where  superheaters  are  employed,  the 
same  internal  corrosion  which  was  formerly  experienced  in 
the  steam-space  —  when  *  steam-chimneys '  were  used  —  reap- 
pears in  the  superheater ;  though,  as  this  is  a  removable  vessel, 
and  one  from  which  the  steam  can  at  any  time  be  shut  off,  the 
^vil  is  not  so  serious  as  in  the  boiler  itself."  Describing  the 
difficulties  then  met  with  in  the  burning  of  packing  and  of 
the  lubricant,  and  the  corrosion  of  superheaters  and  steam 
pipes,  he  adds :  "  Upon  the  whole,  superheating  is  now  rather 
on  the  decline  ;  at  all  events,  it  is  not  now  carried  much  beyond 
that  point  which  suffices  to  dry  the  steam  and  to  prevent  the 
steam  within  the  cylinder  from  suffering  partial  condensation." 
Bourne's  superheaters  were  substantially  like  those  of  later 
practice,  and  were  either  made  up  of  fagots  of  tubes  placed  in 
the  uptake  (as  in  the  case  of  the  Don  Juan,  1837),  or  were 
similar  to  the  "steam  chimney"  of  American  river-boat  boilers 
of  the  times  of  the  Stevenses  and  the  beam-engine  (1825-60), 
annular  chambers  surrounding  the  chimney  flue  from  the  point 
of  issue  from  the  boiler  to  that  of  union  with  the  smoke-stack. 
In  the  river-boat  engines  of  the  United  States,  especially  on  the 
large  rivers  and  sounds  of  the  Atlantic  coast,  these  steam 
chimneys  were  ten  to  twenty  feet  or  more  in  height  on  the 
larger  craft  In  Bourne's  designs,  however,  there  were  cross- 
partitions,  forming  thin  steam  spaces,  which  increased  the 
superheating  surfaces.  Boulton  &  Watt  introduced  the  same 
plan  on  vessels  built  by  them  thirty  years  later. 

Bourne  states  (1869)  that  "  superheaters  are  sometimes  formed 
of  a  congeries  of  cast-iron  pipes  set  at  the  root  of  the  chimney, 
and  through  which  pipes  steam  is  passed.  Cast  iron  has  this 
advantage  over  wrought  iron :  that  from  the  protective  influence 
of  the  carbon  entering  into  its  composition,  it  is  less  liable  to 
corrosion ;  but  such  superheaters  are  heavier  and  more  liable  to 
accident  than  those  made  of  wrought  iron." 

This  authority  prescribes  an  area  of  superheating  surface  of 
0.3  square  foot  per  cubic  foot  of  water  evaporated  per  hour* 
This  would  correspond,  in  modern  and  fairly  economical  engines, 
to  0.1  square  foot  per  indicated  horse -power. 

A  locomotive  supplied  with  superheated  steam  was  experi- 

*  IHdem,  p.  18. 
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mented  with  by  Mr.  Henry  Tyson,  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Bailway,  about  1860,  securing  superheating  surface  by  curving 
the  upper  tubes  until  they  emerged  from  the  water  into  the 
steam  space  within  the  boiler ;  the  result  was  serious  cutting  of 
the  cylinders.  The  Wethereds  tried  a  superheater  in  the  smoke 
box  of  a  locomotive,  but  without  gain,  failing  to  secure  super- 
heating. 

The  Ideal  Superheated-steam  Engine  may  be  discussed  pre- 
cisely as  any  other  gas  engine,  and  this  discussion  was  first  at- 
tempted by  Rankine,  in  1859.*  The  algebraic  treatment  is  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  with  any  gas  engine  of  similar  form  of  cycle, 
and  it  is  only  necessary  to  find  sufficiently  exact  measures  of  p, 
Vy  and  Ty  and  of  y,  for  substitution  in  the  well-known  formulas 
for  the  expansion  of  gases,  to  make  them  applicable  to  this  case. 
These  values  have  already  been  found,  and  we  have,  from  the 
figures  already  obtained,  and  by  Rankine's  methods  of  compu- 
tation, 

jw  =  42,U0  T;  H,  =  842,873  foot-pounds; 

H=  H,  ^  K,  {T  -  Tj  =  842,872  +  371  {T  -  T;)  ; 

where  H  is  the  total  heat  of  gasification,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
the  latent  heat  of  vaporization  of  ateam  at  32  degrees  Fahr.  The 
latter  is  equivalent  to  the  expression 

H=  659,895  +  37ir  =  659,895  -  ^pv;  nearly.f 

Adopting  the  familar  equations  for  work  performed  in  the 
heat  engines,  and  calling  y  =  1,3,  the  expression  for  work  with 
an  initial  pressure  /?„  and  volume  t;„  becomes 

=  p,v,  (133  -  3.33r0-^)  __  ^^^^  , 

in  which  r  is  the  ratio  of  expansion  adopted,  and  />,  the  back 
pressure. 

The  tests  of  the  gaseous  condition,  with  steam  and  other 
vapors,  are  uniform  increase  in  temperature  with  steady  acces- 
sion of  heat,  and  uniform  increase  of  volume  with  steady  rise  of 
temperature,  these  being  the  characteristics  of  the  gas.  Sir  C. 
W.  Siemens  observed  rapid  increase  in  volume  from  212  degrees 

*  Steam  Engine,  430-440.      f  The  value  of  /is  taken  hy  Rankine  as  772. 
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to  220  degrees  Fahr.,  and  much  slower  above  the  latter  pointy 
while  from  230  degrees  upward  its  behavior  was  that  of  a  gas. 
From  212  degrees  to  230  degrees  its  rate  of  expansion  was  five 
times  that  of  air.  Fairbairu  and  Tate  found  steam  at  95  pounds 
pressure  per  square  inch  and  324  degrees  temperature,  super- 
heated to  331  degrees,  to  expand  three  times  as  rapidly  as  air, 
and  for  the  next  25  degrees  about  50  per  cent,  faster  than  air, 
and  thence  it  behaved  as  a  permanent  gas.  Begnault  found 
steam  in  the  saturated  state  to  possess  the  properties  of  a  gas  at 
60  degrees  Fahr.  and  below,  and  Rankine  computes  its  prop- 
erties, assuming  the  gaseous  condition  at  32  degrees  Fahr.  It 
may  thus  be  concluded  that  a  superheat  of  0  degrees  at  the 
freezing  point  of  water,  increasing  to  about  25  degrees  at  what 
are  now  customary  high  working  pressures,  may  be  taken  as 
converting  the  vapor  into  a  gas. 

The  mean  of  Eegnault's  experiments  gave  values  of  specific 
heats,  as  Cp  =  0. 180 ;  C,  =  0.336 ;  A^  =  370  foot  pounds ;  A;  = 
2'^5  foot-pounds ;  and  thus  the  value  of  the  index  y  is  Kp  /  K^, 

=  1.3 ;  and  according  to  Kankine,  as  seen  later,  ^  =  85.5. 

Rankine's  computation  of  the  density  of  steam  is  thus  made, 
assuming  two  volumes  of  hydrogen  and  one  of  oxygen  to 
unite  to  form  two  volumes  of  gaseous  steam  at  32  degrees 
Fahr. : 

Accepting  Regnault's  values  for  weights  of  the  gases, 

Poonds. 

One  cubic  foot  of  h yd  rojren 0.005592 

Half  a  cabic  foot  of  oxygen 0.044628 

One  cubic  foot  of  ideal  steam,  7). =  0.050220 

Volume  of  one  pound  of  steam  at  32  degrees  and 
one  atmosphere, 

i'„  =  J.  =  19.913  cubic  feet ;  ' ^^^ 

p,,Vo  =  19.913  X  2,116.4  =  42,141  foot-pounds. 

For  one  atmosphere  of  pressure  and  212  degrees : 

i7i  =  1.365i;o  ^  27.18  cubic  feet ;        \ 

A  =  0.03679  pounds ;  t (2) 

p,f  1  =  1.365  /7oro  =  57,522  foot-pounds.  ) 
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Based  upon  such  computations,  Bankine  has  given  tables  of 
the  properties  of  steam  gas.* 

The  volumes  and  densities  of  steam,  tabulated  by  Bankine,  are 
computed  by  a  modified  method.  They  agree  well  with  the 
assumption  of  the  following  values  of  Vo  and  poVt-,  smaller  than 
those  deduced  from  chemical  composition : 

Vo  (ideal,  for  32  degrees  and  one  atmosphere)  19.699  cubic  feet;  » 

A  =  0.05076  pounds ;  [  (3) 

PoVo  =  41,690  foot-pounds.  ) 

K  atmospheric  steam  were  perfectly  gaseous  at  212  degrees, 
the  following  would  be  the  results  of  the  above  formulfle  : 

Vi  =  1.866  Vo  =  26.89  cubic  feet ;        ) 

Z),  =  0.03719  pounds;  I (4) 

PiVi  =  1,365  PqV^  =  66,907  foot-pounds.  ) 

The  actual  density  of  steam  exceeds  that  computed,  and  the 
excess  is  greater,  the  greater  the  pressure. 
The  tables  give,  for  one  atmosphere  and  212  degrees : 

Vi  =  26.36  cubic  feet  per  pound ;  \ 

D,  =0.03797;  V (5) 

j^^Vx  =  56,783  foot-pounds ;       ) 

differing  two  per  cent,  from  the  results  given  in  the  formula  (4). 

The  experiments  of  M.  Begnault  were  made  on  heat  trans- 
ferred from  boiler  to  condenser,  sending  from  the  former  to  the 
latter  known  weights  of  steam  under  different  pressures ;  and 
the  densities  and  volumes  in  these  tables  cannot  err  to  an 
extent  appreciable  in  practice,  for  steam  obtained  under  similar 
conditions,  which  conditions  are  similar  to  those  under  which 
steam  is  obtained  in  steam  engines. 

For  steam  under  the  pressure  of  one  atmosphere,  and  at  tem- 
peratures varying  from  250  degrees  to  380  degrees  Fahr.,  Mr.  Sie- 
mens's  experiments  give,  as  the  mean  coefficient  of  expansion, 

--^  =0.00385,  nearly; 

the  coefficient  of  expansion  of  a  perfect  gas  being  0.0020276.+ 

^RankiDe*s  Steam  Engine,  pp.  441-442. 
f  Proceedings  of  the  InstitutioD  of  MechaDical  Engineers  for  June,  1852. 
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Computing  the  value  of  p^Vi  by  the  process  already  illustrated, 
the  measure  of  work  performed  is  obtainable  by  multiplying  this 
value  by  the  proper  factor  indicated  and  deducting  the  work  of 
back  pressure.  The  magnitude  of  back  pressure  may  be  taken 
as  less  than  that  of  the  engine  employing  saturated  steam  in 
proportion  to  the  decrease  6i  density,  and  this,  in  turn,  as  pro- 
portional to  the  increase  in  absolute  temperature. 

Thus,  take  the  case  first  discussed  by  the  author  quoted, 
assume  the  following  data,  units  being  pounds,  feet,  and  absolute 
temperature  Fahr.  Pressures  are  therefore  measured  in  pounds 
on  the  square  foot,  and  volume  in  cubic  feet  per  pound.  Boiler 
pressure  is  34  pounds  on  the  square  inch,  4,896  pounds  on  the 
square  foot,  and  the  temperature  of  saturation,  258  degrees  Fahr., 
but  the  steam  superheated,  428  degrees  Fahr. 

Data:  jOi  =  4,896;  ^^i  =  15.52;  ^,  =  889.2;  r  =  5;j98  =  *93; 
V2  =  77.6 ;  piVi  =  75,976 ;  Pm^Pi  =  0.456 ;  rp^  -^  Pi  =  2.28. 

Then,  the  work  performed  measures  : 

U  =  piVi  •  ^^  -  jOsVi  =  134,986  foot-pounds. 

The  mean  effective  pressure  must  be  equal  to  the  mean  total, ^e, 
less  the  back  pressure,  ps- 

i^m  —  Ps  =  -;—  =  1,740  pounds  per  square  foot. 

The  beat  expanded  per  pound  of  steam  supplied  is  the  difference 
between  the  total  heat  supplied,  IIi,  and  the  total  heat  of  the 
feed  water,  h^,  taken  into  the  system,  per  pound. 

//^  -^h,  =  989,788  -  55,612  =  934,176  ft.  lbs. 

The  efficiency  of  the  thermodynamic  operation  is  thus 

E^  7fr—r\  =  134,968/934,176  =  0.14.5. 

Had  the  steam  been  saturated,  the  same  process  of  computa- 
tion would  have  shown  the  efficiency  to  be  0.128,  and  the  gain  by 
increased  temperature  due  to  superheating  is  seen  to  be  nearly 
twenty  per  cent,  of  that  quantity,  as  measured  at  the  engine.  It 
must  be  remembered,  however,  that  it  is,  in  such  case,  assumed 
that  the  heat  supplied  as  superheat  is  obtained  by  utilizing 
otherwise  wasted  heat  at  the  boiler  by  taking  it  up  from  tho 
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flue  gases.  This  increases  the  boiler  efficiency  also,  and  the 
total,  some  twenty-five  to  thirty  per  cent,  as  shown  both  by  com- 
putation and  by  iexperiment  with  usual  proportions  of  boilers, 
is  to  be  credited  to  this  process  of  improving  efficiency. 

Unfortunately,  however,  as  already  elsewhere  stated,  the 
superheated-steam  engine  is  not  yet  found  a  practicable  type  of 
heat  engine.  The  efficiency  of  such  an  engine  would  be  found 
to  increase  rapidly  with  increasing  temperature,  as  the  excess  of 
temperature  is  acquired  without  corresponding  increase  in  total 
heat  supplied  the  fluid.  The  total  heat  of  gasification  at  the 
maximum  temperature  is  constant,  whatever  the  temperature  and 
pressure  of  vaporization.  The  energy  derivable  increases  very 
nearly  as  the  absolute  temperature,  while  the  latent  heat  of 
expansion  only  increases  correspondingly.  Steam-gas  may  be 
worked  in  all  the  forms  of  cycle  appropriate  to  the  air  and  gas 
engines,  and,  thus  operated,  combines  the  high  thermodynamic 
efficiency  of  that  class  of  engines  with  the  high  machine  effi- 
ciency of  the  steam  engine. 

In  the  case  just  discussed,  were  the  steam,  at  the  given  pres- 
sures and  temperatures,  worked  in  a  Carnot  cycle,  the  thermo- 
dynamic efficiency  would  be  found  to  be 

-^^—       889       =^^^^'^ 

while,  were  the  steam  at  the  same  pressure,  but  saturated,  the 
efficiency  would  be  only 

W'=-  rj^ =  0.158; 

the  temperature  of  the  back-pressure  steam  being,  absolute, 
609  degrees  Fahr.,  and  that  of  saturation  at  boiler  pressure  258 
degrees.  The  efficiency  would,  in  this  case,  be  doubled  by 
superheating  to  the  extent  here  assumed.  Mr.  Siemens  has 
actually  constructed  and  operated  an  engine,  with  regenerators 
substituting  isodiabatic  lines  for  those  of  adiabatic  expansion, 
supplying  heat  at  constant  temperature,  and,  even  on  the  very 
small  scale  of  his  experiments,  brought  down  the  consumption 
of  fuel  to  about  1.5  pounds  per  hour  per  indicated  horse-power. 
The  Economical  Effect  of  Superheating  is  observed,  when 
of  small  amount,  in  the  securing  of  dry  steam  at  the  engine;  if 
superheated  more  than-  five  or  ten  degrees,  with  steam  initially 
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satisfactorily  dry,  it  takes  effect  in  the  redaction  of  "  cylinder 
condensation"  by  an  amount  proportional  to  the  extent  of 
superheating  above  the  limit  just  indicated  and  until  this  initial 
condensation  ceases.  From  this  latter  point,  if  superheating  is 
still  increased  in  amount,  the  condensation  due  the  performance 
of  work  in  adiabatic  expansion  becomes  more  and  more  re- 
duced, and,  finally,  the  working  substance  remains  in  a  dry,  and 
perhaps  superheated,  condition  throughout  the  forward  stroke 
of  the  piston.  Further  superheating  transforms  the  engine  into 
a  "superheated-steam  engine  ;"  the  working  fluid  is  then  a  gas 
and  the  machine  a  gas  engine.  The  latter  result  is  rarely  at- 
tained, even  where  it  is  sought,  and  is  very  seldom  sought. 

The  quantity  of  superheating  required  to  dry  the  steam  is 
that  which  supplies  the  amount  of  heat  in  excess  of  that  re- 
quired for  production  of  dry  steam  which  would,  so  applied, 
evaporate  the  water  carried  out  of  the  steam  chamber  of  the 
boiler  to  the  superheater  with  the  mass.  The  quantity  needed 
for  jihis  purpose  is  the  "  latent  heat ''  of  the  steam  ;  that  sup- 
plied in  superheating  is  0.48  B.  T.  U.  per  pound  and  per  degree 
of  steam  superheated.  Where  cylinder  or  initial  condensation 
is  to  be  extinguished,  the  amount  of  superheating  required,  as 
a  maximum,  will  be,  per  unit  weight, 

^      0.48' 

where  a  is  the  fraction  of  the  entering  charge  condensed  by  the 
cylinder  walls,  and  I  is  the  latent  heat  of  the  steam  supplied 
The  amount  of  required  superheat  is,  however,  always  less  than 
this,  and  generally  by  a  considerable  proportion,  in  consequence 
of  the  fact  that  the  steam  becomes  less  and  less  subject  to  this 
method  of  waste  as  its  quality  is  improved  by  superheating, 
until,  worked  as  a  gas,  heat-transfer  to  and  from  the  cylinder 
wall  becomes  a  small  fraction  of  the  quantity  originally  thus 
lost.  Saturated  or  wet  steam  condenses  very  freely ;  steam-gas 
transfers  heat  as  reluctantly  as  other  gases. 

The  effect  of  superheating,  so  far  as  employed  in  the  steam 
engine,  ordinarily,  is  the  checking  of  heat  waste  by  initial  con- 
densation ;  that  effect  being  secured  largely,  probably  mainly, 
by  the  change  produced  in  the  physical  condition  of  the  fluid, 
and  by  its  transformation  from  the  state  of  vapor  to  that  of  gas, 
with  resultant  diminution  of  its  conductivity  and  heat-transfer- 
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ring  power.  It  further  gives  a  gain  by  improvement  of  the 
thermodynamic  cycle,  restricting,  more  completely  than  would 
be  otherwise  possible,  departure  from  the  Carnot  or  perfect- 
engine  cycle,  and  making  expansion  more  nearly  adiabatic 
The  real  limit  of  gain  at  the  engine,  in  practice,  is  found  Tvhere 
the  gain  by  reduction  of  initial  condensation  reaches  its  eco- 
nomical maximum,  and  this  has  been  found,  as  a  rule,  hitherto, 
with  very  moderate  superheating.  A  more  serious  restriction 
of  the  process,  in  practice,  has  been  often  found  to  be  the  diffi- 
culty found  in  constructing  superheating  apparatus  that  shall 
be  durable,  safe,  adjustable  to  the  varying  demands  of  the 
engine,  and  costing  little  for  maintenance.  At  sea,  also,  further 
difficulty  arises  from  the  fact  that  superheaters  are  liable  to 
become  encrusted  with  salt  and  lime  whenever  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  employ  sea-water  in  the'boilers,  even  in  small  quantity. 

It  is  evident  that,  were  the  effect  of  superheating  simply  the 
reduction  of  cylinder  condensation  by  the  substitution  of  super- 
heat in  the  steam  for  the  heat  transferred  to  the  cylinder  "wall, 
unit  for  unif,  the  known  economical  effect  of  the  process  would 
be  entirely  unaccounted  for.     A  lower  figure  obtained  for  weight 
of  steam  demanded  per  horse-power  and  per  hour  wouW  he 
compensated  by  the   larger  quantity  of  heat   carried  through 
the   system  by  each  unit   weight    of    steam    supplied.       The 
quantity  of  steam  demanded  is  steadily  reduced,  and  the  appar- 
ent, but  misleading,  percentage  of  gain  as  steadily  incre^wed, 
throughout  the  whole  computed  range  ;  but  since  each  pound 
of  steam  carries  with  it  into  the  cylinder  an  increased  am  ^^^^ 
of  heat  from  the  boiler,  the  result  is  no  gain,  except  where   ^^^ 
added  heat  comes  of  utilization  of  a  portion  otherwise  wasted  at 
the  chimney,  and,  in  this  case  even,  this  economy  could  be  better 
effected  by  extension  of  the  boiler  heating  surface.     The     ^^^ 
fact  is  that  the  saving  by  superheating  is  always  vastly  gr^^  a^^ 
than  is  assumed  in  such  computations,  and  is  produced  mj^'iDly 
by  the  transformation  of  the  working  fluid  at  entrance  in  ^  * 
form  in  which  it  yields  little  heat  to  the  cylinder  walls,      ^^ 
which  has  little  effect,  during  expansion  and  exhaust,  in  chiB^li^S 
those  walls.    This  fact  is  distinctly  shown  by  the  reported  re*-^*^ 
of  all  the  earlier  as  well  as  recent  experiments  on  a  large  sc^l®- 

Superheating  at  the  steam  chest  thus  does  not  imply  superb^eat- 
ing  in  the  engine,  where  small  quantities  of  heat  are  adde  ^  ^ 
saturated  steam.     M.  Dwelshauvers-Dery  has  found  that,  ^^ 
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his  experimental  engine,  5  degrees  C.  (9  degrees  Fahr.)  of  super- 
heat  six  inches  from  the  valve  did  not  give  even  dry  steam  in 
the  jacket.  Twenty  degrees  (36  degrees  Fahr.)  of  superheat 
six  inches  from  the  port  gave  no  superheating  in  the  cylinder.* 
Forty-nine  degrees  superheat  (90  degrees  Fahr.)  in  the  steam 
chest  gave  one-eighth  that  superheat  under  the  steam  valve. 
Eight  degrees  (14  degrees  Fahr.)  were  lost  between  the  supply 
pipe  and  the  jacket.  Superheated  steam  and  water  were  found 
to  exist  together  in  the  steam  chest  at  times.  When  the  steam 
was  •gaseous,  the  metallic  surfaces  surrounding  it  were  some- 
times wet  with  the  condensed  fluid.  Contrary  to  earlier  im- 
pressions, it  was  found  that  jacketing  and  superheating  may 
both  work  together  for  good. 

The  economy  resulting  from  the  employment  of  superheating 
in  the  operation  of  the  modern  steam  engine  is  not  due  to  the 
higher  temperature  of  steam  supplied  the  engine,  increasing  the 
range  of  available  adiabatic  or  partially  adiabatic  expansion ; 
nor  is  it  a  consequence,  simply^  of  the  reduction  of  the  propor- 
tion of  steam  supplied  which  is  condensed  by  initial  condensa- 
tion on  the  cylinder  wall.  It  comes  of  the  fact  that  it  is  pos- 
sible to  reduce  that  waste  by  the  expenditure  of  but  a  fraction 
of  the  amount  of  heat  in  superheating  the  charge  that  would, 
otherwise,  be  expended  through  such  condensation.  The  appli- 
cation of  one  thermal  unit  in  superheating  invariably  saves  sev- 
eral units  of  heat  which,  with  saturated  steam,  would  be  stored 
temporarily  in  the  metal  of  the  cylinder,  to  be  later  discharged 
without  performing  its  share  of  work.  It  is  thus  the  substitu- 
tion of  one  form  of  waste  for  another  of,  under  otherwise  sim- 
ilar conditions  of  operation,  greater  magnitude.  The  reason  of 
this  difference  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  it  requires  less 
heat  to  hold  the  metal  up  to  the  temperature  of  the  steam 
throughout  the  cycle  than  to  restore  that  temperature  once  it 
has  been  permitted  to  fall  and  to  approximate  to  that  of  the 
exhaust,  and  the  requirement  is  less  because  of  the  fact  that 
heat  cannot  be  as  readily  transferred  to  the  metal  from  dry  and 
superheated  as  from  saturated  or  wet  steam. 

"  Reheating  "  between  the  cylinders  of  the  multiple-expan- 
sion engine  was  practised  in  England  by  Cowper  a  quarter  of  a 
century  or  more  ago,  and  in  the  United  States  at  about  the  same 
time  by  Leavitt  and  by  Corliss.    Receivers,  or  separators,  intro- 

*  Correspondence,  1895. 
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duced  into  the  connecting  pipe  between  a  pair  of  such  cylin- 
ders, if  they  are  properly  designed  and  proportioned,  permit 
the  complete  separation  of  all  the  water  exhausted  from,  the 
smaller  of  the  pair,  atid  a  fagot  of  tubes  supplied  with  high- 
pressure  steam  enables  drying  and  slight  superheating  to  be 
secured.  In  other  cases,  the  receiver  is  placed  in  the  flue 
between  boiler  and  chimney,  and  thus  becomes  a  superheater  of 
the  more  common  class.  Both  these  dispositions  of  superheat- 
ing apparatus  are  now  very  commonly  adopted. 

In  the  small  quadruple-expansion  engine  built  in  the  S^ley 
College  shops  for  500  pounds  steam  pressure,  this  latter  ar- 
rangement is  adopted,  and  the  result,  although  the  superheating 
is  but  moderate,  contributes,  presumably,  effectively  to  the 
remarkable  economy  there  reached — a  consumption  of  less  than 
ten  pounds  of  steam,  or  11,000  British  thermal  units,  per  indi- 
cated horse-power  per  hour.'^ 

The  Economic  Value  of  Heat  applied  to  the  prevention  of 
waste  by  initial  condensation  through  the  preliminary  warming 
of  the  cylinder  wall  up  to  the  temperature,  as  nearly  as  may 
be,  of  the  entering  steam,  is  substantially  the  same,  whether  it 
be  communicated  by  jacket,  by  superheat,  or  by  compression ; 
but  there  is  this  difference  between  jacketing  and  superheat- 
ing :  the  former  supplies  heat — and  wastes  heat,  necessarily — 
throughout  the  period  of  exhaust  and  of  condensation,  while 
the  latter  only  gives  up  its  heat  in  that  portion  of  the  cycle  in 
which  it  is  needed,  and  always  supplies  it  precisely  when  and 
where  required,  to  the  full  extent  of  the  supply.  The  maximum 
efficiency  of  action  of  such  heat,  as  supplied  by  the  jacket,  is 
thus  inferior  to  the  miiiimum  effect  of  heat  supplied  by  super- 
heating. This  difference  marks  the  superiority  of  the  latter, 
considered  tliermodynamically,  and  without  reference  to  its 
peculiar  difficulties  of  application  and  extra  costs.  The  results 
of  intelligent  and  satisfactory  methods  of  superheating,  and 
data  exhibiting  the  relation  between  heat  supplied  in  prevention 


*  "  Reheating"  was  employed  by  John  Bourne  as  early  as  1859,  in  a  itiariue 
compound  engine,  and  was  illustrated  in  several  of  his  exhibits  at  the  Interna- 
tional Exhibition  of  1859.  As  he  states,  the  "  superheater  is  introduced 
between  the  high  and  the  low-pressure  cylinders  to  replace  the  heat  lost  by 
radiation  and  by  production  of  power  in  the  high-pressure  cylinder,'*  and 
"promises  to  be  very  serviceable  in  cases  wher**  a  small  consumption  of  fuel  is 
an  object  of  paramount  importance.  "—iJe<;c»t  Improvements,  p   15  (1869). 
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of  wastes  in  the  engine,  and  the  saving  effected,  are  difficult  to 
find,  and,  in  consequence  of  deficiency  in  reported  data,  usually 
impossible  of  analysis  ;  but  we  have  many  figures  for  similar 
saving  by  means  of  heat  supplied  through  jackets.  We  may 
thus  easily  obtain  the  minimum  value  of  heat  s.upplied  the 
working  steam  in  the  shape  of  superheat.  The  following  table 
gives  the  best  figures  that  the  writer  has  been  able  to  find,  and 
are  presumably  illustrative  of  the  most  effective  employment  of 
heat,  by  this  method,  in  the  prevention  of  the  waste  sought  to 
be  reduced  by  superheating.* 


(1) 


ECONOMIC  VALUE  OF  SUPERHEAT  (Minimum). 
Simple  Non-con densfng  Engines. 


No. 

pi 

Rev. 

Ratio  of 

,  Per  cent.  Heat 

Per  cent. 

Ratio  of 

CA^e. 

Ibs.pereq.in. 

per  Min. 

1  Expansion. 

Expended. 

of  Gain. 

Econ.  Value. 

2 

ns 

208 

1 

8.2 

28.0 

7tol 

86 

no 

63 

6.2 

8.4 

22.0 

7. 

8<; 

no 

62 

5.3 

'          8.1 

16.7 

6.5 

Sd 

no 

68 

4.4 

2.0 

16.7 

8. 

7 

100 

97 

;         3.4 

2.7 

16.8 

6. 

7/ 

78 

93 

1         5.1 

3.8 

22.4 

6.6 

8a 

82 

47 

7  1 

1          2.5 

19.7 

8. 

Average  Value,  7. 


(3) 


Simple  Condensing  Engines. 


23a 

1 

no     1 

60 

'      10. 

2.9 

23.0 

8. 

23* 

no     1 

60 

6.4 

8.2 

'      20.0 

6.8 

23<J 

88 

59 

12. 

8.0 

16.7 

5.6 

23d 

89      , 

58 

11.8 

3.1 

1      17.7 

6. 

23^ 

89 

60 

5.9 

1.5 

1       14.3 

9.5 

15 

80 

55 

10. 

8.8 

i      28.7       ' 

6. 

19a 

67 

50 

5.7 

8.5 

21.5 

6. 

1J)6 

68      1 

50 

12.4 

4.8 

80.3 

6.3 

20 

58 

53 

4.7 

3.4 

15.5     .1 

4.7 

22 

42 

20 

4.8 

4.9 

16.6 

8.6 

16a 

17      ' 

87 

1        8.4 

7.25 

,      87.4      , 

4.5 

166 

16      1 

37 

8.4 

7.25 

81.8      1 

4.8 

18a 

14       1 

1 

41 

.        1.75 

2.4 

16.8      1 

6.6 

Average  Value,  6. 


♦  ••  Theory  of  the  Steam  Jacket,' 
1894,  p.  848. 
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Compound  Condbhsino  Enoikes. 


88 

80 

55 

7. 

6.5 

'   15.4 

2.4 

24 

56 

285 

4.8 

5.2 

28.5 

4.5 

81 

47 

18 

15.8   , 

9.9 

84.9 

3.5 

26 

41 

86 

5.5   1 

8.9 

28.6 

8.2 

Average  Value,  3.4 

In  the  above  table  the  first  column  gives  the  numbers  in  the 
series  reported  by  the  Steam-Jacket  Committee  of  the  B.  L 
M.  E.,  from  which  this  selection  has  been  made  of  the  best  cases 
of  economic  application  of  heat  to  the  amelioration  of  internal 
wastes.  The  second,  third,  and  fourth  columns  give  the  boiler 
pressures,  the  speed  of  rotation  of  the  engine,  and  the  ratio  of 
expansion  adopted.  The  fifth  column  gives  the  percentage  of 
the  total  steam  supply  measuring  the  cost  of  such  saving  as  is 
given  in  the  sixth  column  in  percentage,  also,  of  the  total.  The 
last  column  is  the  measure  of  the  economic  value  of  heat  sup- 
plied in  prevention  of  waste,  as  measured  by  the  ratio  of  the 
quantity  furnished  for  this  purpose  to  the  quantity  saved  by  its 
use.  It  is  thus  seen  that  the  application  of  one  unit  of  heat  to 
the  warming  of  the  cylinder  wall  in  the  prevention  of  wastes 
results  in  the  saving  of  much  more— of  several  times  as  much— 
heat  by  the  suppression  of  initial  condensation. 

Since,  as  above  indicated,  the  best  possible  work  of  heat 
supplied  by  jacket  represents  less  than  the  theoretical  effect  of 
superheating,  the  deduction  follows  with  substantial  accuracy 
that,  with  simple  engines,  the  expenditure  of  one  thermal  unit 
in  superheating  may  save  from  four  to  eight — the  averages  Ijeing 
above  six  and  seven — and  the  percentage  of  gain  thus  may 
become  from  four  to  eight  times  the  per  cent,  of  heat  taken 
into  the  superheater  and  delivered  at  the  cylinder.  With  com- 
pound engines,  the  proportion  becomes  about  one-half  as  great 
as  with  simple  engines ;  the  range  of  temperature,  and  the  ratio 
of  expansion  in  each  cylinder,  being  ordinarily  correspondingly 
less,  and  their  wastes  by  initial  condensation  similarly  less.  We 
have  little  information  relative  to  this  point  with  triple-expan- 
sion engines ;  but  the  opportunity  for  gain  with  that  class  of 
machine  is  about  one-third  that  with  the  simple  engine  working 
under  similar  conditions,  and  it  may  be  taken  as  the  fact  with 
these  engines  that  the  unit  of  heat  expended  in  the  manner 
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assumed  above  may  give  a  return  of  not  less  than  two  units  in 
net  saving.  The  more  economical  the  engine,  the  less  the  gain 
to  be  secured  by  these  methods  of  reducing  wastes.  The  final 
limit  in  saving  is  the  magnitude  of  the  waste  to  be  reduced. 
Jacketing  may  save  a  large  part  of  this  waste ;  superheating 
may  reduce  it  almost  or  quite  entirely. 

The  Quantity  of  Heat  Eequired  to  retain  initially  dry  steam 
in  the  vaporous  state  throughout  the  expansion  period  is  readily 
computed  by  a  process  original  with  Bankine  and  applied  by 
him  to  the  case  of  a  jacketed  cylinder  in  which  this  result  is 
effected  by  continuous  drain  of  heat  from  the  jacket.  The  same 
quantity  being  supplied  as  superheat  in  the  entering  steam,  the 
same  result  follows.  If  the  steam  be  supplied  wet,  the  com- 
puted heat  supply  will  suffice  to  cause  it  to  leave  the  cylinder 
at  the  opening  of  the  exhaust  valve  with  its  quality  unchanged. 
It  is,  however,  understood  that  initial  condensation  is,  in  these 
cases,  entirely  absent. 

The  computation  is  effected  by  adding  to  the  total  heat  of 
vaporization,  from  feed-water  temperature  and  at  the  terminal 
pressure  of  the  expansion  line,  the  thermal  equivalent  of  the 
work  performed,  as  measured  on  the  indicator  diagram,  between 
initial  and  terminal  pressures.  Thus,  if  T,  and  T, ,  and  p,  and 
/>, ,  are  the  initial  and  terminal  absolute  pressures  and  tempera- 
tures on  the  expansion  line  in  these  cases,  and  Z,  the  latent  heat 
of  vaporization  at  the  lower  of  these  limits,  in  foot  pounds  or 
other  dynamic  units,  the  total  heat  expenditure  per  unit  weight 
will  be 

H  =:J{T,-^  T^)-^L,  +\^<lp, 

in  which  T^  is  the  temperature  of  the  feed  water  and  the  inte- 
gral measures  the  work  between  the  limits  T^  and  T, ,  or  p^  and 
p^.    This  reduces  to 

ff  =^  J{T,  --T,)-^a  (l  +  loge  ^)  -  hT,, 

where  L  =  a  —  bT^  and  with  J  =  778,  the  constants,  following 
Regnault,  are  a  =  1,117,860,  and  b  =  544.5. 

Under  the  conditions  of  operation  of  the  best  classes  of  high- 
pressure  multiple-cylinder  engines,  the  quantity  of  steam  em- 
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ployed  is  from  twelve  to  thirteen  pounds  per  L  H.  P.  per 
hour,  as  a  total,  of  which  not  far  from  ten  per  cent.,  nsoallj, 
is  applied  to  the  jacket  for  the  purpose  here  indicated  The 
best  results  thus  far  obtained  are  reported  from  engines  in 
which  the  steam  is  finally  exhausted  from  the  low-pressure 
cylinder  in  a  dry  or  slightly  superheated  condition.  It  may 
probably  be  fairly  presumed  that  the  same  quantity  of  extra- 
neous heat  supply  during  expansion  should  be  furnished,  with 
superheated  steam,  by  the  prime  steam  entering  the  high- 
pressure  cylinder  and  the  successive  "  reheatings  *'  between  the 
cylinders — if  the  latter  can  be  provided,  as  is  always  desirable— 
both  on  the  score  of  minimum  initial  temperature  of  superheat- 
ing and  of  uniformity  of  distribution  of  the  superheat  through- 
out the  whole  range  of  expansive  working  of  the  steam.* 

Superheated  steam  possesses,  further,  valuable  properties 
wliich  would  permit,  if  it  could  be  used,  not  only  a  considerable 
increase  of  the  efficiency  of  the  steam  engine,  but  also  a  certain 
advantage  in  construction  through  the  reduced  dimensions  of 
the  condenser  and  steam  pipes,  and,  especially,  in  the  suppres- 
sion of  that  costly,  cumbersome,  and  awkward  element,  the 
steam  jacket.  It  would  also  reduce  the  necessary  dimensions  of 
the  boilers. 

M.  Hirsch  sends  the  writer  a  valuable  list  of  references  to 
French  literature  on  this  subject.t  He  agrees  with  the  writer 
that  the  introduction  of  metallic  packings  and  of  mineral  lubri- 
cants has  radically  altered  the  aspect  of  this  question  within  the 
last  few  years. 

Walther-Meunier,  discussing  the  methods  of  superheating 
customary  in  Alsace-Lorraine,  observes  that  the  boiler,  as  com- 
monly employed,  is  liable  to  sensible  priming  and  furnishes  wet 


♦  *•  Now,  we  have  neen  the  gaio  by  paperheating  in  the  cane  of  the  Oeorgiana 
to  be  three-eighths  of  the  effect  of  saturated  nteam  from  her  boiler ;  conBequentlj 
we  find  that  it  is  more  economical  to  expend  heat  in  saperheating  steam  after  it 
is  generated  than  in  generating  its  equivalent  of  saturated  steam  by  (37.5—  16.5) 
=  21  per  cent.  It  is  therefore  advantageous,  by  this  amount,  to  provide  a  sepa- 
rate superheating  apparatus,  and  superheat  the  steam  in  it  by  the  direct  expendi- 
ture of  fuel  in  those  cases  in  which  it  is  not  allowable  to  place  the  superheater 
in  the  uptake  on  account  of  the  height  required — very  objectionable  in  war 
steamers — taking  care  at  the  same  time  to  employ  a  type  and  proportion  of  boiler 
that  will  give  the  maximum  evi^poration. '* — Isberwood.  Experimental  RenareKei, 
vol.  ii. 

t  Correspondence,  1895. 
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steam,  and  that  the  use  of  superheaters  is  here  more  desirable 
than  in  other  cases.  He  notes  that  superheating  is  especially 
advantageous  where  engines  are  either  given  large  clearances  or 
where  large  ratios  of  expansion  are  adopted  in  any  one  cylinder. 
Ltess  weight  of  steam  is  required,  in  the  former  case,  to  £dl  the 
dead  spaces,  and  a  greater  initial  condensation  occurs  in  the 
latter  than  in  the  average  case.  He  might  also  add  that  it 
reaches  and  acts  upon  all  parts  of  the  inner  wall  of  the  cylinder 
which  promote  waste. 

"  The  Limit  in  Superheating  is,  to-day,  considered  to  be 
practically  somewhere  inside  of  the  temperature  500  degrees 
Fahr.  (260  degrees  C),  or  within  a  range  of  not  much  above  100 
degrees  Fahr.  (66  degrees  C.)  above  the  now  usual  maximum 
temperature  of  saturation  If  this  amount  of  adheating  can  be 
secured,  steadily  and  with  certainty,  no  serious  difficulties  are 
anticipated  ;  but  at  higher  points  on  the  scale  the  burning-out 
of  superheaters  and  the  difficulties  of  cylinder  lubrication  are 
sucli  as  are  likely  to  intimidate  both  engineer  and  owner. 

"  The  desirable  limit  of  superheating  is  determined,  for  the 
purposes  now  in  view,  by  the  amount  of  initial  condensation  to 
which  the  steam  is  liable  if  supplied  in  the  saturated,  or  the 
wet,  state.  Assuming,  for  example,  that  each  pound  of  wet 
steam  entering  the  engine,  bringing  with  it  1,200  thermal  units 
from  the  fuel,  is  subject  to  loss  of  20  per  cent,  of  its  latent  heat 
by  cylinder  condensation,  storing  about  250  B.  T.  U.  in  the 
metal  of  the  engine.  Since  the  specific  heat  of  gaseous  steam  is, 
according  to  Regnault,  0.4805,  it  is  seen  that  the  amount  of 
superheating  required  in  order  that  it  may  surrender  this  quan- 
tity of  heat  without  condensation  on  admission  must  be  ap- 
proximately 

which  is  far  beyond  the  practically  advisable  limit  as  fixed  by 
experience  to  date. 

**  Fortunately,  however,  this  is  not  necessary,  and  very  much 
less  adheating  is  amply  sufficient  to  accomplish  the  purpose  in 
view,  and  a  small  addition  by  superheating,  as  by  jacketing,  suf- 
fices to  greatly  reduce  or  even  suppress  initial  condensation. 
All  that  is  necessary,  in  this  case,  is  to  supply  an  excess  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  demand  due  to  interior  wastes  of  a  fluid  of  the 
34 
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character  of  that  actually  at  the  moment  to  be  worked  in  the 
engine  cylinder.  The  drying  and  the  superheating  of  the  steam 
continually  improve  the  working  of  the  engine  in  two  distinct 
ways  :  (Ij  giving  a  better  working  substance,  and  thus  initially 
reducing  interior  wastes  ;  (2)  at  the  same  time  meeting  more  com- 
pletely the  demand  for  heat  to  bring  up  the  temperature  of  the 
metal  to  that  of  the  prime  steam  before  the  entrance  of  the  lat- 
ter into  the  cylinder  ;  thus,  each  process  conspiring  with  the 
other,  the  final  efi'ect  is  large  economy  with  small  expenditure. 

"  It  is  found  that  in  engines  of  moderate  size — as  250  to  500 
I.  H.  P. — superheating  80  degrees  Fahr.  to  100  degrees  Fahr. 
will  sometimes  check  all  sensible  condensation.  This  indicates 
that  superheated  steam  is  in  such  cases  productive  of  cylinder 
waste  to  the  extent  of  not  more  than  about 

100  X  0.4805      ^^.Q 
-T,600— =  ^-^' 

or  less  than  5  per  cent.,  initial  condensation  being  entirely  "pre- 
vented. Against  this  saving  by  the  reduction  of  waste  perhaps 
by  about  25  —  5  =  20  per  cent.,  must  be  charged  the  cost  of 
superheating.  This,  when  the  extra  heat  is  obtained  at  the 
chimney  flue,  will  be  only  the  financial  charge  for  first  cost  and 
maintenance  of  superheaters,  and  by  simple  extension  of  beating 
surface,  and  will  be  only  its  proportion  of  the  cost  of  steam 
production,  in  other  cases  ;  or 

1.000_ti?^  1-0048 
1,000  ^~"-^^. 

to  give  a  gross  gain  of  about  25  per  cent,  in  steam  by  the  expend- 
iture of  5  per  cent,  additional  fuel,  or  a  net  gain  of  20  per  cent; 
a  not  infrequently  reported  case."* 

With  sufficiently  superheated  steam,  the  jacket  is  not  needed ; 
it  would  add  nothing  to  the  efficiency  of  the  engine  ;  with  wet 
steam  it  might  be  possible  that  the  loss' from  the  jacket  during 
the  terminal  portion  of  the  expansion  period,  and  throughout 
the  exhaust,  might  exceed  the  gain  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 

*  Manual.  In  fact,  it  ia  probably  usually  the  fact  that  the  total  of  heating 
and  superheating  surface  may  be  made  substantially  the  same  for  en^nes  u^^ing 
any  grade  of  steam  from  wet  to  highly  superheated  ;  the  gain  by  superheating 
redacing  the  required  heating  surface  quite  as  much  as  superheating  surface  is 
added. 
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active  period  of  jacket  action,  and  during  the  compression. 
With  intermediate  conditions,  a  maximum  gain  by  the  jacket 
action  might  be  observed.  This  maximum  may  be  expected  to 
be  found  when  the  steam  is  at  least  fairly  dry  and  the  ratio  of 
expansion  considerable. 

Once  the  surfaces  become  dry,  they  can  yield  but  little  heat 
to  the  enclosed  vapor,  and  the  jacket  can  then  promptly  bring 
them  up  to  approximate  the  temperature  of  the  entering  steam. 
This  action  is  that  desired  of  the  jacket,  in  fact,  and  the  more 
completely  it  is  effected  and  the  less  the  waste  of  heat  in  the 
process  the  better.* 

Gain  bt  Superheating  comes  of  the  fact  that  less  heat  is  re- 
quired to  be  expended  in  order  to  prevent  initial  condensation 
than  that  condensation  wastes.  Experiment  shows  that  a  com- 
paratively small  expenditure  in  superheat  gives  a  large  reduction 
in  heat  waste  by  action  of  the  cylinder  wall.  In  Dixwell's  experi- 
ments,  for  example,  a  small  engine  being  employed,  in  which  ini- 
tial condensation  caused  large  losses,  steam  entering  the  engine  at 
550  degrees  Fahr.,  the  temperature  retained  at  two-thirds  stroke 
without  cut-off  was  500  degrees  ;  while  cutting  off  at  one-third, 
the  temperature  dropped  to  274  degrees.  Mr.  Dixwell  found 
the  higher  temperature  perfectly  safe,  even  at  low  ratios  of  ex- 
pansion, and  considered  the  comparatively  high  absorbing  and 
radiating  power  of  the  vapor  of  water  an  important  element  in 
producing  its  economic  effects.t  The  gain  obtained  by  the 
reduction  of  cylinder  condensation,  amounting  to  69  per  cent., 
was  computed  at  55  per  cent.,  only  about  20  per  cent,  of  its 
true  value  being  expended  in  its  extinction ;  while  the  gain  in 
power  was  at  the  same  time  16  per  cent.     The  fact  that  a  tem- 

*  **  In  order  to  heat  the  8team  tp  600  degrees  or  650  de^rees.the  temperature  of 
the  gases  entering  tte  saperheater  should  be  about  1,000  degrees.  With  Buch  a 
temperature  the  rate  of  transmission  appeared  to  be  about  five  uuits  per  square 
foot  of  external  surface  per  one  degree  difference  of  mean  temperature  per  hour, 
«nd  the  quantity  of  steam  wliich  could  be  passed  through  the  superheater  about 
30  pounds  per  square  foot  per  hour.  These  figures  disposed  of  all  schemes  for 
heating  the  ^team  by  waste  gases  of  low  temperature.  The  superheater  should 
be  placed  in  a  temperature  of  1,000  degrees  to  1,200  degrees.  It  should  be 
coupled  to  the  boiler  and 'main  steam  pipe.  It  should  be  provided  with  a  damper 
or  by-pass  fine,  and  there  should  be  a  thermometer  near  the  engine  to  partly 
shut  off  the  superheated  steam  by  an  electric  current  when  the  mercury  ro^e  to 
a  given  temperature,  and  made  contact  with  a  wire  in  the  tube." — LongHdge, 

f  Him  had  already  set  this  maximum  safe  temperature  at  280  degrees  C. 
(446  degrees  Fahr.). 
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perature  of  superneat,  safe  at  high  ratios  of  expansion,  might 
not  be  safe  at  low  ratios,  was  very  clearly  exhibited.* 

"  The  extent,  however,  to  which  superheating  is  required  to 
check  a  known  amount  of  cylinder  condensation,  as  already 
seen,  cannot  as  yet  be  computed  ;  but  it  will  be  something  in- 
termediate between  that  giving  heat-storage  in  the  fluid  equiva- 
lent to  that  observed  in  the  metal  and  zero.  The  precise  loca- 
tion of  this  minimum  is  presumably  determined  by  the  size  and 
physical  characteristics  of  the  engine.  Kecorded  data  have 
led  the  writer  to  assume  that  less  than  one-half  this  maximum 
will  often  suffice.     It  may  be  computed  thus  : 

"  Let  /  =  latent  heat  of  the  saturated  steam  ; 
m  =  fraction  initially  condensed ; 
Gp  =  0.48,  its  specific  heat  at  constant  pressure ; 
t'  =  range  of  superheating  required ; 
a  =  coefficient  measuring  ratio  of  heat  employed,  to 
heat  gained  by  suppression  of  wastes. 

*•  Then 

f  =  -jj-  =  2amZ,  nearly •    (1) 

"  If  a  =  0.50, 

t'  =  nU,  nearly (2) 

"  For  example,  let 

pi  =    90  pounds  absolute  ; 

I  =  890  B.  T.  U.; 
m  =  0.25 ;  a  =  0.50 ; 

then 

r^ml  =  0.25  X  890  =  223'  Fahr.,  nearly. 

"  Thus,  roughly  speaking,  superheating  about  10  degrees  for 
each  one  per  cent,  initial  condensation  is  considered  sufficient 

"A  large  engine,  working  with  dry  steam  and  at  moderate 
speed,  should  not  waste  over  10  or  15  per  cent,  by  this  process; 
in  which  case  the  superheating  demanded  would  be  computed 
as  about 

{  =  0.15  X  890  =  134°  Fahr.,  nearly. 

*  •'  On  Cylinder  Condensation,"  Trans,  Society  of  Arts,  BostOD,  1875. 
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"When  the  available  range,  <',  of  superheating  is  given,  the 
condensation  may  be,  on  the  above  assumptions,  reduced  by 
the  quantity 

w'  =  r  -T-  /. 

'•  Thus,  when  i!  =  100°  Fahr.  and  m  =  0.25, 
m'  =  r  ~  Z  =  100  -r-  890  =  0.11, 

and  the  cylinder-condensation  may  be  reduced  to  something 
like 

m  -  m  =  0.25  -  0.11  =  0.14; 

or,  in  the  case  of  the  larger  engine,  completely  with  a  surplus 
to  extend  the  period  of  pre-condensation  in  the  forward  stroke, 
in  the  first  case,  and-  to  0.15  —  0.11  =  0.04  in  the  second.  It 
is  to  be  remembered,  however,  that  even  with  complete  sup- 
pression of  condensation  by  superheating  the  steam,  heat-waste 
still  goes  on,  to  some  slight  extent  at  least,  by  storage  and 
transfer,  as  before."  * 

The  fact  that  decided  improvement  may  be  effected  in  the 
economical  performance  of  the  steam  engine  with  a  very  moderate 
accession  of  heat,  drying  the  steam  and  slightly  superheating  it, 
has  been  familiar  to  constructing  engineers  for  many  years,  and 
the  high  steam  chimneys  of  the  steamboats  of  Robert  L.  Stevens 
and  his  successors  on  the  rivers  and  sounds  of  the  United  States, 
the  later  general  use  with  stationary  engines  of  vertical  boilers 
in  which  the  upper  portion  of  the  tubes,  passing  through  the 
steam  space,  effect  this  drying  and  often  a  moderate  superheat- 
ing, the  use  of  "  re-heaters "  with  compound  engines,  and  the 
jacketing  of  the  heads  of  various  classes  of  engines,  are  all 
illustrations  of  the  influence  of  this  experience  upon  the  practice 
of  successful  builders.  Such  minor  provisions  for  supplying 
dry  steam  and  for  reducing  initial  condensation  account  for 
much  of  the  special  efficiency  of  steam  pumping  engines  like 
those  at  Louisville  and  at  Milwaukee,  of  marine  engines  like 
those  of  the  Hudson,  and  of  mill  engines,  giving  similar  effi- 
ciencies, throughout  the  country. 

"Priming,"  with  impure  water,  is  always  liable  to  make 
trouble  at  the  superheater,  as  does,  also,  the  introduction  of  salt 
into  the  marine  superheater  in  a  similar  manner.   All  the  water 

*  Manual  Steam  Engine,  vol.  i.,  p.  677. 
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brought  over  from  the  boiler  brings  with  it  its  proportion  of 
foreign  matter,  in  suspension  or  in  solution,  and,  in  either  case, 
all  this  solid  material  must  be  left  behind  when  the  steam,  dried 
and  superheated,  passes  on  into  the  engine.  The  deposition  of 
incrustation  and  sediment  upon  the  surfaces  exposed,  necessarily, 
to  high  temperatures,  and  unprotected  by  the  cooling  influence 
of  water  or  of  saturated  steam,  gives  rise  to  .rapid  corrosion,  to 
**  burning,"  and  to  leaking  joints,  and  often  to  early  destruction 
of  the  superheater,  with  attendant  risks  to  persons  and  property  ' 
Either  such  water  must  be  absolutely  avoided,  or  superheating 
must  be  given  up,  or  the  method  of  superheating  must  be  that 
which  transfers  heat  from  steam  and  water  of  comparatively 
high  temperature  and  pressure  to  the  working  steam  at  lower 
temperature  and  pressure. 

It  is  possible  that  some  form  of  superheater  may  be  devised 
which  will  withstand,  uninjured,  the  highest  temperatures  of 
the  furnace  gases ;  but  this  has  not  yet  been  done. 

The  Methods  of  Superheating  sought  to  be  practised  during 
the  periods  which  have  been  distinguished  by  attempts  in  this 
direction  are : 

(1)  Direct  superheating,  consisting  in  the  exposure  of  the 
steam  pipes  through  which  the  fluid  is  conducted  to  the  engine 
to  the  direct  action  of  the  hot  furnace  gases. 

(2)  Indirect  superheating,  consisting  in  the  expansion  of 
steam  from  a  higher  pressure  to  that  at  which  it  is  to  be  em- 
ployed, and  usually,  at  the  same  time,  jacketing  it  with 
steam  of  boiler  pressure  to  prevent  loss  of  heat,  thus  securing 
drying  and  slight  superheating,  where  practicable,  by  a  kind  of 
**  wire -drawing.'* 

(3)  Superheating  by  mixture  or  adheating,  where  highly 
heated  steam  is  introduced  into  the  steam  coming  from  the 
boiler  in  the  saturated,  state,  and  en  route  to  the  engine,  in  such 
quantity  as  may  be  required  to  secure  the  desired  amount  of 
superheat  in  the  latter. 

In  greater  detail,  the  methods  of  superheating  usually 
practised,  and  all  of  which  have  been  known  for  many 
years  and  are  still  to  a  limited  extent  employed,  are  the  fol- 
lowing : 

( 1)  Superheating  by  "Wire-drawing,"  the  steam  being 
allowed  to  pass  through  an  orifice  or  a  pipe  of  such  small  sec- 
tion as   to   compel  a   considerable   fall  in  pressure  with   free 
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expansion.  By  this  action  all  the  heat  of  the  steam  of  high 
pressure  is  retained  in  the  mass  at  the  lower  pressure,  and  the 
surplus  of  the  former  over  the  latter  at  saturation  takes  effect 
in  superheating  \/K^  =  1/0.48  =  2.08,  about  two  degrees  to 
each  thermal  unit  difference  of  total  heats.  With  steam  ren- 
dered by  the  use  of  separators  or  otherwise  initially  dry  at  the 
throttle,  this  may,  at  times,  prove  a  very  valuable  method  of 
securing  a  moderate  amount  of  superheat.  At  atmospheric 
pressure  a  variation  of  a  pound  by  throttling  will  produce  two 
degrees  superheat ;  at  one  hundred  pounds  pressure  it  requires 
two  and  one-half  pounds  to  superheat  one  degree  ;  throttling 
from  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  down  to  one  hundred  super- 
heats steam  about  twenty  degrees. 

Where  engines  are  governed  or  their  power  adjusted  to  their 
load  by  throttling,  as  with  many  stationary  and  all  locomotive 
engines,  the  discrepancy  of  indicated  work  and  steam  and  actual 
steam  supply  may  be  made  comparatively  small,  and  little 
superheating  is  needed  to  extinguish  initial  condensation. 
Large  compression  and  restricted  range  of  temperature  along 
the  expansion  line,  and  even  extensive  drying,  sometimes  super- 
heating, by  the  throttling  action  of  the  regulator  at  low  powers, 
make  the  necessity  of  provision  of  large  superheating  surfaces 
unnecessary  in  such  cases.*  On  the  other  hand,  the  irregu- 
larity of  load  on  the  locomotive  makes  the  adjustment  of  the 
superheating  to  the  requirements  of  the  engine  with  varying 
expansion  especially  difficult. 

(2)  Superheaters  in  the  Flues  constitute  the  most  usual 
construction,  and  this  has  the  double  advantage  of  taking  up 
heat  otherwise  lost  at  the  chimney  and  of  securing  the  desired 
effect  upon  the  steam  without  alteration  of  boiler  and  setting. 
This  method  has  been,  as  a  rule,  claimed  to  exhibit  more  advan- 
tages and  fewer  disadvantages  than  any  other  where  any  con- 
siderable amount  of  superheating  is  demanded. 

(3)  Superheating  by  sending  the  Furnace  Gases  through 
Flues  set  above  the  Water  Line  of  the  Boiler  has  frequently 
been  practised,  and  with  some  success  at  times,  but  it  involves 
a  special  construction  of  boiler,  and  liability  to  serious  expense 
in  repair  and  in  maintenance,  in  most  cases.     With  very  mod- 


♦  Vide  **  Goes  on  Locomotive  Tests,  Conclusions,"  Transactions  A.  S.  M.  E., 
vol.  xiv.,  August,  1898. 
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erate  superheating,  however,  it  is  found  sometimes,  on  the 
whole,  a  desirable  system. 

(4;  Superheating  by  "  Adheating,"  the  system  of  Wethered, 
consists  in  the  arrangement  of  a  superheater  in  which  a  high 
degree  of  surcharge  may  be  secured,  and  passing  through  it  a 
pordon  of  the  steam  sent  to  the  engine,  combining  with  it  the 
main  charge  in  such  proportion  as  may  be  found  to  give  the 
best  mean  temperature  for  use  in  the  cylinder.  This  "com- 
bined steam  "  process  was  employed  oA  the  Georgiana  in  the 
experimental  investigation  of  Isherwood  elsewhere  referred  to.* 

(5)  Superheating  by  Steam  Jackets  occure  to  a  slight  extent 
at  times,  and  with  good  e£fect  if  not  accompanied  by  too  large 
a  flow  of  heat  from  the  jackets  to  the  condenser  during  the 
exhaust  period. 

(6^  Superheating  by  a  Flue  conducting  furnace  gases  around 
the  cylinder  has  been  employed  in  some  cases,  especially  with 
locomotives  and  portable  engines,  with  some  promise  of  success. 
This  method  was  adopted  by  Mr.  Siemens  in  his  endeavor  to 
operate  a  superheated  steam-engine. 

Forms  op  Superheater  are  somewhat  varied.  "  The  superheat- 
ing arrangement  of  the  United  States  steamship  Eutaw  (built  in 
1863)  consisted  of  two  groups  of  horizontal  tubes,  with  the  ends 
secured  in  tube  plates.  Each  group  contained  one  hundred  and 
seventy-six  iron  tubes  one  and  a  quarter  inches  in  diameter  and 
twenty-one  inches  long  between  the  tube  plates.  At  one  end 
the  two  groups  communicated  by  means  of  a  common  chamber 
formed  by  an  iron  casting  bolted  to  the  tube  plate,  and  at  the 
other  end  each  group  has  a  separate  connection  formed  by  an 
iron  casting  provided  with  a  nozzle  and  likewise  bolted  to  the 
tube  plate.  This  superheater  was  placed  in  the  tube  box  of  one 
of  the  wing  furnaces  of  each  boiler,  from  which  the  vertical 
water  tubes  had  been  removed  with  the  exception  of  six  rows  at 
the  back  of  the  box,  left  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  somewhat 
the  temperature  of  the  gases  before  they  impinged  on  the  super- 
heating tubes.     The  tubes  of  the  superheater  were  placed  across 


*  **  SuperheatiDg  may  be  applied  to  the  intermediate  pipes  or  receivers  of 
compound,  triple,  or  quadraple  expansion  engines.  This  may  be  conveniently 
effected  by  means  of  pipes  traversing  tlie  steam  pipes  or  receivers,  and  exposing 
heating  surface,  the  heat  being  supplied  by  live  steam  of  higher  temperature. 
As  in  steam- jacketing,  the  operation  is  attended  with  greatest  benefit  when 
applied  to  the  Inst  cylinder  in  a  series."— 5t/^c/tjfe. 
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the  tube  box,  and  the  nozzles  of  the  connections  projected 
through  openings  in  the  side  of  the  boiler.  To  the  nozzle  nearest 
the  front  of  the  boiler  a  pipe  bringing  the  saturated  steam  to  the 
superheater  was  bolted,  and  to  the  other  nozzle  another  pipe 
was  bolted  carrying  the  superheated  steam  to  the  main  steam 
pipe.  These  pipes  were  all  controlled  by  stop  valves,  so  that 
the  superheater  could  be  shut  oflf  when  the  fire  was  hauled  from 
the  furnace,  and  the  engine  could  be  supplied  with  saturated 
steam,  or  superheated  steam,  or  a  mixture  of  saturated  and 
superheated  steam. 

"  Each  of  the  two  boilers  contained  five  furnaces,  and  the  two 
boilers  contained  in  the  aggregate  200  square  feet  of  grate  sur- 
face, 4,536  square  feet  of  water-heating  surface,  and  1,058  square 
feet  of  superheating  surface. 

**^  Using  natural  draught  and  burning  11.67  pounds  of  anthra- 
cite coal  per  square  foot  of  grat«  per  hour,  the  temperature  of 
the  steam  was  raised  from  270.2  degrees  Fahr.  when  saturated 
to  365.0  degrees  Fahr.  when  superheated. 

"  Using  a  fan  blower,  and  burning  twenty-seven  pounds  of 
anthracite  coal  per  square  foot  of  grate  per  hour,  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  steam  was 'raised  from  295.0  degrees  Fahr.  when 
saturated  to  380.0  degrees  Fahr.  when  superheated.''* 

The  superheater  of  the  United  States  steamship  Plymouth 
<x)n8ists  of  a  box  extending  along  the  front  of  the  boiler  and 
traversed  by  numerous  vertical  brass  tubes,  through  which  the 
products  of  combustion  pass  from  the  front  connections  to  the 
uptake.  At  one  end  of  the  box  the  saturated  steam  is  admitted 
from  the  boiler  through  suitable  pipes  and  stop  valves,  and  at 
the  other  end  the  superheated  steam  is  carried  off  to  the  main 
steam  pipe. 

The  vertical  tubular  boiler,  as  illustrated  in  the  work  of  Cor- 
liss and  Manning,  affords  excellent  facilities  for  drying  and  even 
for  moderately  superheating  steam  when  it  is  desired  so  to  do, 
either  in  supplying  it  to  the  steam  engine  or  in  conveying  it 
long  distances.  Mr.  Manning  has  carried  steam  thus  several 
thousand  feet  and  delivered  it  at  the  engine  dry.t 

Bourne  describes  various  forms  of  superheater : 

'*  But  in  most  cases  the  steam  is  sent  through  a  fagot  of  small 
tubes  set  in  the  smoke  at  the  root  of  the  chimney. 

*  8Uam  Boiler$,  Shock.  f  Correspondence,  1895. 
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"  An  example  of  this  arrangement  is  given  in  Fig.  116,  which 
is  a  representation  of  the  superheater  introduced  by  Messrs.  R 
Napier  &  Sons  into  the  steamer  Oleg^  belonging  to  the  Russian 
Steam  Navigation  Company.  A  is  the  boiler,  and  a  the  uptake 
of  the  boiler ;  (i,  position  of  inlet  valve  connecting  boiler  with 
superheater ;  D  and  Z^,  inlet  and  outlet  chambers  of  superheater ; 
E,  tubes  through  which  the  steam  passes ;  g,  double  outlet  stop- 
valve  chest,  in  which  g  connects  superheater  to  steam  pipe,  and 
A  connects  boiler  to  steam  pipe  direct.     H  is  the  chimney.    The 


LONCrrUDINAL  SECTION. 

supcrhmtino  apparatus  of  s.  ft.  olca.  by  r.  mapfcs  4  soms.  imo. 
Fig.  116. 

smoke  in  ascending  the  chimney  impinges  on  the  tubes  trans- 
mitting the  steam,  wherv^by  the  steam  is  heated  to  the  required 
extent. 

"  In  Lamb  and  Summers's  superheating  arrangement,  a  narrow 
rectangular  pipe  or  chamber — which  winds  in  a  zigzag  manner 
like  the  flue  of  a  flue  boiler — conducts  the  steam  backwards  and 
forwards  amongst  the  smoke  at  the  root  of  the  chimney,  until 
finally  the  steam  debouches  in  the  steam  pipe. 

"  This  superheater  is  shown  in  Fig.  117,  where  A  is  the  winding 
rectangular  chamber ;  B  the  stop  valve  for  admitting  steam  into 
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the  superheater  ;  C,  stop  valve  for  letting  steam  pass  from  the 
boiler  to  the  engines  without  passing  through  superheater ;  />, 
stop  valve  for  shutting  oflf  superheater ;  0  is  the  chimney,  F  is 
a  door  for  getting  into  it,  and  HH  is  a  ring  or  cooming,  over 
which  the  chimney  passes,  and  the  space  between  which  and 
the  chimney  is  filled  with  fire-clay  to  keep  it  tight." 

A  very  usual  arrangement  of  superheater  as  applied  to 
marine  boilers  in  recent  years  is  seen  in  Fig.  118.  The  furnace 
gases  issue  from  the  tubes  into  the  uptake,  and,  en  roiUe  to 


Fia.  117. 

the  chimney,  pass  through  the  nest  of  vertical  tubes  constitut- 
ing the  superheater,  supplying  heat  to  the  steam  which  is  at 
the  same  time  passing  among  those  tubes  on  its  way  to  the 
engines.  On  the  steamer  AlaskUy  in  1875,  this  arrangement  gave 
rise  to  a  fire  by  igniting  the  boiler  covering  at  the  angle  between 
the  uptake  and  the  steam  space  of  the  boiler.  The  non-con- 
ducting covering,  in  such  situations,  should  always  be  incom- 
bustible and  indestructible  by  heat* 

*  All  modem  eiitperheaters  are  made  with  a  large  namber  of  tnbe.4.     These 
should  expose  sufficient  surface  for  the  reception  of  heat,  so  that  not  more  than 
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ExPEBiMENTAL  INVESTIGATIONS.— "  The  principal  facts  wliich 
must  be  experimentally  ascertained  before  a  sound  and  certain 
theory  of  steam  engineering  can  be  determined,  as  regards  econ- 
omy of  fuel,  are  the  following,  namely : 

"  First  The  type  of  boiler,  the  proportions,  and  the  r&te  of 
combustion  which  will,  with  a  given  kind  and  weight  of  fnel, 
generate  the  greatest  weight  of  steam.  Also,  the  weiglii;  of 
steam  per  unit  of  weight  of  fuel  thus  generated. 

"  Second.  The  most  economical  initial  steam  pressure  to  b^  car- 
ried in  the  cylinder.  That  is  to  say,  the  pressure  found  p^^€JL^i' 
caUy  to  be  the  most  economical  of  fuel,  the  determinatioxx     of 


BUPCRHCATCR  IN   MARINE  BQILCR. 

Fig.  118. 

which  includes  not  only  the  greater  theoretical  dynamic  &»^^ 
of  steam  of  greater  pressure,  but  the  deductions  due  to  gr©^**^^ 
radiation,  higher  chimney  temperature,  and  greater  leafe^^® 
both  in  the  boiler  and  cylinder. 

1,000  beat  units  are  transmitted  per  square  foot  per  boar  when  tbe  temper*'*** 


of  the  superheated  steam  is  200  degrees  below  the  mean  temperature  of  tb^  *      . 
nace  gases.    If  this  difference  readies  500  degrees,  the  heat  transmitted  may  *^*" 
1,500  units,  but  this  is  not  recommended,  as  the  superheater  may  then  suffer  ^^  ^  ^ 
severely  from  overheating,  and  unless  additional  heat  is  extracted  by  mea**^ 
feed  heater,  sucli  a  difference  in  temperature  must  involve  a  loss  in  ecot><^         _ 
In  calculating  the  amount  of  heat  absorbed  by  a  superheater,  the  specific  1»^^  nld. 
steam  under  constant  pressure  may  be  taken  at  .475.     But  if  the  steam    ^^^    ^_ 
not  be  supplied  to  the  superheaters  in  an  absolutely  dry  condition,  a  corr^^^*^ 
ing  amount  of  heat  is  absorbed  in  evaporating  such  moisture. — SutcUffe. 
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"  Third,  The  most  economical  measure  of  expansion  with  which 
to  use  the  steam  of  the  most  economical  initial  cylinder  pres- 
sure. Also,  the  weight  of  steam  required,  under  these  premises, 
to  be  expended  per  hour  for  the  production  of  one  total  and  net 
indicated  horse-power. 

"  Fourth  The  highest  degree  of  superheating  which  can  be 
given  to  the  steam  of  the  most  economical  initial  cylinder  pres- 
sure and  measure  of  expansion,  and  the  best  method  of  accom- 
plishing it,  whether  by  waste  heat  in  the  chimney,  or  by  heat 
specially  expended  for  the  purpose  in  a  separate  apparatus. 
Also,  the  weight  of  steam  required,  under  these  premises,  to  be 
expended  per  hour  for  the  production  of  one  total  indicated  and 
net  horse-power. 

"  Fifth,  The  most  economical  back  pressure  against  the  piston, 
under  the  above  premises.  As  the  temperature  of  the  feed 
water,  the  condensation  in  the  cyclinder,  and  the  power  expended 
in  removing  the  back  pressure,  are  dependent  on  the  quantity  of 
that  pressure,  its  eflfect  upon  the  economy  of  the  fuel  is  evident 

"  Sixth,  The  most  economical  area  of  cylinder  port,  in  propor- 
tion to  capacity  of  cylinder  and  speed  of  piston,  taken  in  con- 
nection with  cushioning,  steam  lead,  and  exhaust  lead. 

"  Seventh.  The  most  economical  speed  of  piston. 

"  Eighth,  The  economy  produced  by  steam-jacketing  the  cylin- 
der— top,  bottom,  and  sides — both  with  saturated  and  super- 
heated steam."*        • 

That  the  gain  obtained  is  not  thermodynamic  but  purely  that 
due  the  checking  effectively  of  a  serious  internal  thermal  waste, 
is  well  shown  by  computing  the  gains  for  a  series  of  cases  and 
comparing  the  computed  with  the  actual  gains  as  reported  in 
practice. 

Mr.  Isherwood  reports  for  the  case  of  superheating  in  a  small 
engine,  S^-inch  cylinder,  10-inch  stroke,  at  00  revolutions  a 
minute,  the  effect  of  "  adheating  "  by  the  Wethered  system  and 
of  its  conjoint  action  with  the  steam  jacketf  This  engine  is 
evidently  too  small  to  afford  definite  knowledge  of  the  action  of 
superheated  steam  on  a  large  scale.  The  machine  is  enormously 
wasteful  at  best.  The  following  are  the  results  reported  as 
above : 


*  Experimenial  Researches  in  Steam  Engineering ^  Chief  Engineer  B.  F.  Ish- 
erwood, Uuited  States  Navy,  Philadelphia,  1865. 
f  Isherwood's  Researches. 
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Cut-off  0.19. 


Saturated  steam,  air  in  jacket 

Adheated  8team,  air  in  jacket 

Snturated  steam,  steam  in  jacket. . . 

Steam  adheated  in  coil 

Stfam  adbeiited  in  tubular  adheater 
Steam  adheated  in  steam  pipe 

The  last  three  had  steam  in  the  jacket. 


Pounds 

per  honr 

per  1.  H.  P. 


67.16658 
66.50316 
44.85160 
37.15161 
40.86778 
89.97301 


Propor- 
tional. 


1.000 
0.990 
0.664 
0.553 
0.608 
0.595 


CUTK>FF  0,83. 


Ponnd? 

p?r  hour 

per  I.  H.  P. 


79.42902 


42.66123 
46.79664 
47.14389 


Propor- 
tional. 


1.000 


0.587 
0.589 
0.594 


Experiments  on  the  United  States  steamship  Eutaw,  upon  a 
paddle  engine  of  58-inch  cylinder  and  8J  feet  stroke  of  piston, 
superheating  steam  to  about  90  degrees  Fahr.  above  the  normal. 
The  following  are  the  results :  * 

Economy  Dufi  Modbratb  Supekheatinq. 


Saturated  Steam. 

SrPSBHBATBD  StBAM. 

Cut-off 

0.24 
8.389 

36.429 
39.205 

0.82 
2.ftT9 

29.166 
31.089 

0.60 

1.855 

81.635 
83.286 
84.924 

1.055 

0.58 
1.632 

30.540 
32.008 
33.549 

1.000 

0.29    i    0.82 
2.894      i.m 

28.574     26.686 
80.586     28.846 
32.791  ,  80.199 

1?498  :     1.858 

1 

0.60 
1.865 

25.019 
26.285 
27.620 

1.066 

0.58 
1.682 

26  088 

Number  of  expnnsfons 

Consnmption  per  horee-pow* 
er  per  hour; 
Total 

Indicated 

27  764 

Net 

Compnrative  i«ize  of  cylinders 
for   equal    net    horse- 
power  

48.284 
1.632 

33.068 
1.858 

29'.  101 
1  000 

The  effect  of  using  different  ratios  of  expansion  appears  to  be 
substantially  the  same  for  superheated  as  for  saturated  steam. 

Tlie  Schivoerer  System  of  Sf^per heating ^  as  applied  in  the 
establishment  of  Mess.  Koechlin  &  Cie.,  at  Masse vaux,  was  re- 
ported upon  March  16,  1892,  by  M.  Ludwig,  engineer  of  the 
Alsatian  Association.f  Three  boilers  were  used  with  the  super- 
heaters, and  four  without ;  the  fourth  being  found  to  be  needed 
to  keep  up  steam.  Steam  pressure  was  carried  at  about  five  atmos- 
pheres. The  feed  water  was  raised  from  just  above  the  freez- 
ing point  to  105  degrees  or  110  degrees  C.  (220  degrees  to  230  de- 
grees Fahr.)  by  a  Green  economizer.  A  full  day  was  given  to 
each  trial.  The  engine  was  a  300  horse-power  Corliss  machine, 
making  sixty  revolutions  per  minute.     The  degree  of  super- 


Isherwood's  Researches. 


t  TransacHoM,  1892. 
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heat  ftt  the  boiler  was  95  degrees  C.  (171  degrees  Fahr.) ;  at 
the  cylinder  it  was  but  56  degrees  C.  (99  degrees  Fahr.). 
The  gain  by  superheating  was  reported  as  17.4  per  cent  in 
steam  demanded,  and  20.7  per  cent,  in  fuel  burned  per  horse- 
power per  hour.  While  employing  superheated  steam,  the 
jackets  were  in  operation,  .but  condensed  little  steam ;  while, 
when  working  with  saturated  steam,  they  acted  freely.  Less 
than  one  per  cent,  of  the  steam  supplied  was  thus  disposed  of  in 
the  former  case,  and  over  twenty  per  cent,  in  the  latter.  The 
vacuum  was  good  in  both  trials  and  the  expansion  very  uniform, 
the  cut-off  being  at  about  0.15  throughout. 

M.  Brun  was  permitted  by  the  French  Government  to  intro- 
duce superheating  in  the  steamer  Megere^  using  one  boiler  out 
of  ten  as  a  superheater— 1864*— effecting  the  desired  result  by 
carrying  higher  pressure  on  these  boilers  and  using  this  higher 
pressure  in  the  steam  jackets  of  the  engines.  The  results 
are  reported  as  follows  (mean  effective  pressures  in  centi- 
meters of  mercury,  measuring  the  proportional  power  devel- 
oped): 

Conditions  of  the  Trial.  Boiler  Pressnres.  M.E.P.  in  Engines. 

Jacket  empty 84.42  60.54 

Jackets  filled  with  boiler  steam 64.87  60.17 

Jackets  filled  with  steam    at   high 

pressure  (5  atmos.) 84.76  64.59 

The  economy  due  to  the  action  of  the  jackets  employed  as 
usual  was  found  to  be  about  0.09,  and  with  the  high-pressure 
steam  0.14,  as  measured  by  the  quantity  of  fuel  demanded  at 
the  boilers. 

Mr.  Donkin,  as  he  states,  has  also  made  experiments  at 
Bermondsey  with  superheated  steam,  on  a  single-cylinder  ex- 
perimental engine,  at  a  speed  of  220  revolutions  per  minute, 
working  condensing,  and  with  fifty  pounds  pressure.  When 
superheating  only  about  fifty  degrees  Fahr.  the  economy,  as 
compared  with  saturated  steam,  varied  from  fifteen  to  twenty- 
seven  per  cent.,  depending  on  the  cut-off;  the  economy 
increasing  with  the  number  of  expansions.  The  temperature 
of  the  cylinder  walls  was  found  to  be  considerably  greater  with 
superheated  than  with  saturated  steam,  and  this,  he  concludes. 


*  Revue  Maritime  et  ColonicUe,  May,  1892. 
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is  doubtless  the  chief  reason  for  the  important  economy  ob» 
tained. 

The  experience  of  the  Westinghouse  Co.,  according  to  Mr. 
Bites,*  indicates  that  with  engines  of  the  class  and  sizes  nsnal 
in  their  business,  decided  gain  is  secured  by  moderate  super- 
heating. The  gain  is  proportionally  greatest  up  to  the  point  at 
which  the  steam  can  be  made  to  enter  the  engine  perfectly  dry 
or  slightly  above  the  temperature  of  saturation ;  while  with  in- 
creasing excess  of  temperature,  gain  becomes  greater  in  a  rapidly 
decreasing  proportion.  Thus,  a  sixty-five  horse-power  compound 
engine,  having  cylinders  ten  and  eighteen  by  ten  inches,  worked 
at  320  revolutions,  under  100  pounds  steam  pressure,  both  con- 
densing and  non-condensing,  gave  the  following  figures  on 
test: 

Tests  op  Compound  Singlb-actusg  Enginb. 


Temperature  . . . 

..     890 

898 

Sat. 

Sat. 

Pressore 

,.      100 

100 

100 

100 

Arrangement . . . 

..NoD-Con. 

Con. 

Con. 

Non-Con, 

I.  H.  P 

..     56.1 

55.5 

55.1 

54.7 

Feed  perl.  H.  P. 

..     21.95 

17.47 

20.6 

25.7 

Thus  a  superheat  of  fifty  to  sixty  degrees  gave  a  gain  of  about 
fifteen  per  cent. 

Experiments  on  superheating,  made  by  Messrs.  Ludwig  and 
Weber,  reported  to  the  Societe  Industrielle  de  Mulhouse,  are 
recorded  in  the  bulletin  of  that  association  of  date  of  1894. 
They  occupied  six  weeks,  and  were  very  carefully  conducted 
Unfortunately,  they  were  not  good  illustrations  of  the  best  work 
obtainable  by  the  use  of  superheaters,  and  have  therefore 
comparatively  little  value  for  present  purposes.  The  super- 
heating was  from  40  to  50  degrees  C.  (72  to  90  degrees  Fahr.i. 
It  was  observed,  as  one  interesting  incident,  that  the  c^- 
ing  off  of  engines  and  boilers,  each  Sunday,  so  affected  their 
action  that  it  was  only  after  many  hours  of  steady  opera- 
tion that  a  permanent  regiim  was  attained.  In  fact,  the 
observations  were  not  resumed  by  the  investigators  until  Tues- 
day noon. 

In  this  case,  the  boilers  were  less  efficient  by  about  three  per 
cent.,  when  the  superheaters  were  in  use,  than  when  supplying 


*  Correspondence,  1895. 
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saturated  steam.  The  weight  of  steam  demanded  was  decreased 
by  10.45  per  cent,  when  superheated ;  but,  taking  account  of  the 
heat  stored  in  unit  weight,^  the  thermal  gain  becomes  a  net  7.6 
per  cent.  The  loss  at  the  boiler,  in  this  rather  remarkable  case, 
reduces  the  figure  still  further,  to  4.5  per  cent.  The  reporters 
question  whether,  on  the  whole,  this  small  saving  by  superheat- 
ing will  prove  sufficient  to  justify  the  adoption  of  the  system, 
with  its  attendant  disadvantages ;  yet  they  consider  that, 
ordinarily  and  in  the  average  case,  experience  has  indicated 
that  the  employment  of  superheating  is  justifiable,  and  that  the 
engine  using  the  system  is,  on  the  whole,  preferable  to  that 
employing  saturated  or  wet  steam.  They  do  not  think  that 
the  use  of  superheated  steam  precludes  the  employment  of  the 
jacket 

"  Various  trials  have  been  carried  out  under  the  skilful  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Walther  Meuuier,  the  engineer-in-chief  of  the  Alsa- 
tian Association  of  Steam  Users.  The  following  is  a  short 
summary  of  some  of  these  results: 

f 
Alsatian  Investigations  (Unwin). 


Trial 


Enoxicx.. 


Vertical-beam 
Woolf. 


With  or  without  super- 
heating f 

No.  of  hoilers  in  use. . . 

Mean  indicated  H.  P. . . 

Steam  per  I,  fl.  P.  hour! 
inibs I  17.1 

Coal  per  I.  H.  P.  hour 
(inci.  lighting),  lbs. . . 

Economy  due  to  super- 
heating : 

Steam H% 

Coal I    25% 


With. 

2 
276 


2.37 


With- 
oat. 

3 

278 

19.8 


Compoand,  and 
a  Corliss  with 
one  cylinder 

worlcing  on  the 
same  shaft. 


II. 


in. 


With. 

8 
564 


Corliss. 


^th-     With. 

4  3 

554       309 


17.44   21.87   15.74 


I 
3.16.     3.01 


20^ 
20  5f 


8.78 


17.4^; 
20.7^ 


With- 
ont 

4 

810 

19.06 
2. 98 


rv. 


Horizontal,  with 
two  cylinders 

and 
steam  Jackets. 


With. 


!  With, 
out. 


119  ' 

19.2  I 

2.64 


23i^ 


116 
21.6 
3.45 


"  This  shows  an  economy  of  11  to  20  per  cent,  of  steam,  and 
20  to  25  per  cent,  of  coal,  due  to  superheating.  In  these  tests 
Green's  economizers  were  used  also. 

'*  These  results  are  sufficient  to  show  that  an  important  econ- 
omy may  be  realized  by  using  superheated  steam.  There  are 
85 
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not  many  engines  working  with  less  than  2.7  pounds  of  ooal  per 
effective  horse-power  hour.  Hence  the  consumption,  allowing  a 
little  for  lighting-up,  etc.,  must  amount  to  400  tons  annually  for 
an  engine  working  at  100  effective  horse-power  for  3,000  hours 
in  the  year.  A  saving  of  one-fifth  of  this,  or  80  tons  of  coal 
annually,  represents  a  considerable  saving  in  money.  With 
inferior  engines  or  unjiicketed  engines  it  may  be  expected 
that  that  economy  will  be  greater  than  with  very  good 
engines.  Where  the  engine  is  at  a  distance  from  the  boilers, 
in  the  case,  for  instance,  of  boilers  above  ground  supply- 
ing steam  to  steam  pumping  engines  in  underground  workings, 
the  saving  may  be  much  greater  than  in  the  cases  described 
above." 


General  Summary  of  Unwin's  Trials. 


per 


Total  indicated  H.  P.. 

Boiler  pressure,    lbs. 
sq.  inch 

Amount  of  superheating. 

Lbs.  of  steam    per  lb.  of 
coal 

Lb?,  of    steam    per    indi- 
cated H.  P.  hour . 

Lbs.  of  coal  per  Indicated 
H.  P.  hour 

Perc't  of  economy  of  steam 
due  to  superheating .... 

Percent  of  economy  of  ooal 
due  to  superheating 


Trial  II. 


Withoot 

BODerheatlDg. 

Six  hours. 


475.0 

95.72 
None. 

6.276 

19.75 

8.147 


Trial  I. 


With 

Bnperheating. 

Five  hoaro. 


491.0 

99.05 

118.3° 

6.024 
15.68 


20.9 
17.6 


Trial  III. 


With 

Boperheating. 

Si|  hours. 


501.4 

93.74 
119.2° 

6.655 
17.06 

2.564 
18.6 
18.5 


Trial  m. 


With 

Boperheetinj;. 

FiTe  hoars. 


502.8 

94.0 
126.9° 

6  21 

15.61 
2.513 
20.9 
20.1 


"  According  to  my  results^  therefore,  there  is  a  mean  economy 
of  18i^  per  cent  of  steam,  and  of  18J  per  ceni  of  coal,  when  steam 
is  superheated  at  the  moment  of  entering  the  valve  chest  about 
120  degrees  above  the  saturation  temperature."* 

Prof.  J.  A.  Ewing  experimentally  determined  the  efficiency  of 
a  Laval  steam  turbine,  employing  steam  superheated  about  60 
degrees  Fahr.,  and  100  pounds  per  square  inch  pressure,  by 
gauge,  with  good  results.  The  power  developed  was  reported 
as  137  horse-power,  and  the  steam  consumed  per  effective  horse- 

*  Unwin's  Report,  May  4,  1898. 
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power  21.2  pounds  per  hour.  Still  better  results  have  been 
reported  by  the  builders  as  obtained  in  Sweden  by  other  able 
experimenters.  It  may  be  safely  stated  that,  in  all  instances  of 
the  application  of  superheated  steam  in  the  operation  of  any 
and  of  all  types  of  modern  steam  engine,  increased  economical 
effect  has  been  obtained  and  usually  a  very  considerable  gain 
in  reduction  of  internal  wastes,  and,  consequently,  in  costs  of 
power  in  heat,  steam,  and  fuel  employed. 

The  economical  advantages  of  superheated  steam  in  small 
motors  have  been  exhibited  by  tests  of  a  SerpoUet  motor  con- 
ducted by  M.  Seguin.  The  motor  had  a  single  horizontal  cylin- 
der, 5.1  inches  in  diameter  by  5.1  inches  stroke.  The  cut-off 
was  fixed  at  66  per  cent. ;  the  admission  pressure  was  58  pounds 
per  square  inch,  and  the  revolutions  284  per  minute.  The 
brake  horse-power  on  a  four  hours'  trial  averaged  457  horse- 
power, and  the  steam  consumption  was  but  29.87  pounds  per 
brake  horse-power  per  hour.  At  the  Plymouth  trials  of  the 
Boyal  Agricultural  Society  the  best  engine,  a  compound, 
required  36.75  pounds,  while  the  best  of  the  single-cylinder 
engines  demanded  57.75  pounds  of  steam  per  indicated  horse- 
power. The  advantage  shown  by  the  Serpollet  motor  must  be 
credited  to  a  boiler  which  supplies  superheated  steam.  It  con- 
sists of  a  stout  coiled  tube  flattened  so  as  to  reduce  the  passage 
to  a  narrow  slit  This  tube  has  one  end  connected  with  a  feed 
pump,  and  the  other  with  the  engine  to  be  driven.  The  boiler 
had  a  heating  surface  of  26.8  square  feet,  and  a  grate  area  of 
2.9  square  feet.  The  steam  had  a  temperature  of  1,009  degrees 
Fahr.  on  issuing  from  the  coil,  and  of  572  degrees  Fahr.  at  the 
steam  chest  The  temperature  of  saturated  steam  at  58  pounds 
pressure  is  about  306  degrees  Fahr. ;  as  used,  the  steam  was  super- 
heated by  some  266  degrees  Fahr.  The  output  of  steam  was  4.9 
pounds  per  square  foot  of  heating  surface  per  hour.  The  fuel  was 
briquettes  having  a  heating  value,  as  tested  in  a  calorimeter,  of 
8  28  pounds  of  water  evaporated  from  and  at  212  degrees  Fahr. 
per  pound  of  fuel     The  boiler  efficiency  was  67.3  per  cent 

The  apparatus  of  M,  Satre  consists  simply  of  a  set  of  super- 
heating tubes  placed  back  of  the  furnace,  or  constituting  a 
bridge  wall,  through  which  the  steam,  en  route  to  the  engine, 
passes.  In  the  latter  case,  it  is  made  in  the  form  of  a  cast-iron 
chamber  set  on  the  top  of  the  brick  wall,  and  is  given  sufficient 
area  to  secure  the  desired  amount  of  superheat  without,  at  the 
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same  time,  inyolyiiig  risk  of  excessively  high  temperatnre.  The 
apparatus  is  as  simple  as  possible  and  very  inexpensive.  The 
use  of  cast  iron,  however,  would  probably  not  be  recommended 
with  high  steam  pressures.  The  following  are  the  data  and  the 
results  of  trial  of  such  a  system,  as  reported  by  M.  Hirsch 
for  a  small  stationary  "  plant."  * 

Dimensions. 

Area  of  grate  surface 1.13  m.  (12.05  sq.  ft.) 

Heatiug  surface 72.00  m.  (774.72  sq.  ft.) 

Diameter  of  small  cjUnder 8.4  m.  (13. 4  iD.) 

Large  cylinder 6  m.  (28.6  io.) 

Length  of  stroke  of  piston , 6  m.  (28.6  id.) 

Results  op  Tbials. 


Length  of  trial 

Steam  pressure 

Temperature  of  saturated  steam. 

Temperature  in  the  steam  chest  of  engine.. 
Loftsof  pressure  between  boiler  and  engine. 

Cut-off  in  small  cylinder 

Mean  prehsure  in  small  cylinder 

Mean  pressure  in  large  cylinder 

Mean  pressure  referred  to  large  cylinder... . 

Indicated  horse-power,  small  cylinder 

Indicated  horsi^-power,  large  cylinder 

Total  indicated  horse-power 

Total  weight  of  feed  water . . . . 

Feed  water  per  LH.P.  per  hour . . . 


With  Saperheatcr. 


3  hours. 

6  k.  (90  lbs.) 

164  °  C.  (  ) 

283  °  C.  (  ) 

0.1k.  (1.51b8) 

0.18 


1.65  k.  ( 

0.792  k.  ( 

32.7  ( 

15.6  ( 

48.3  ( 

990  k.  ( 

6.8;l  k.  ( 


Without. 


8  hours. 

6  k.  (90  lbs.) 

164°  C.(  ) 

164°  C.(  ) 

0.5  k.  (7  lbs.) 

0.11 


jl.406k.( 

29.2  ( 

18.2  ( 

47.4  ( 

1200  k.  ( 

b44k.  ( 


) 


Gain  by  use  of  superheater 0.19 

Lubrication  was  effected  by  the  introduction  of  a  good  min- 
eral oil  into  the  steam  chest  of  the  small  cylinder  only,  and  was 
perfectly  satisfactory.  The  gain  of  19  per  cent,  net  is  most 
satisfactory  also,  and  the  reduction  of  the  loss  of  pressure 
between  boiler  and  engine,  due  to  the  lesser  density  of  the 
superheated  steam,  is  one  element  of  advantage  not  to  be  over- 
looked in  those  cases  in  which  the  sizes  of  steam  pipe  are 
insufficient. 

In  another  instance  reported  in  the  same  documeot  by  M. 


*  Bulletin  de  la  SocUti  cC Encourtigement  pour  V Industrie  Nalianale,  February, 
1894. 
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Hirsch,  in  which  a  semi-portable  engine  was  employed,  the 
power  developed  was  greater  by  about  50  per  cent,  with  super- 
heat than  without,  and  the  gain  in  economy  of  fuel  amounted 
to  36.5  per  cent. ;  the  superheating  being  about  70  degrees 
C.  (126  degrees  Fahr.).  The  reported  consumption  of  fuel  waa 
12.67  kilos,  as  against  20  kilos  (27.9  pounds  and  44  pounds) 
before  the  superheater  was  introduced,  and  that  of  fuel  1.95 
kilos  (4  pounds)  in  place  of  3.05  kilos  (6.6  pounds). 

M.  Hirsch  concludes  from  these  experiments  that,  with 
superheating,  both  power  and  economy  may  be  improved,  and 
to  a  very  important  extent ;  that  sizes  of  steam  pipes  and  of 
steam  ports  may  be  reduced,  and  that  the  condenser  and  air 
pump  may  also  be  lessened  in  size  and  cost. 

M.  Hirsch  reports  to  the  Sociefce  d'Encouragement,  in 
behalf  of  the  Committee  on  the  Mechanic  Arts,  on  the  trials  of 
a  superheater  devised  by  MM.  Dusert  and  Epeche,  which  were 
conducted  by  M.  Koche,  Ingenieur  des  Constructions  Na- 
vales.* 

In  this  apparatus,  the  superheater  consists  of  an  extension  of 
the  steam  pipe  into  and  through  the  furnace  of  the  boiler,  dis- 
charging its  steam  into  the  steam-engine  cylinder  at  a  tempera- 
ture exceeding  that  of  the  saturated  steam  about  70  degrees 
C.  (126  degrees  Fahr.).  With  an  increased  power  from  16.04  to 
25.24  D.  H.  P.,  the  consumption  of  steam  was  reduced  from  20.00 
to  12.67  kilos  per  horse-power  per  hour,  and  the  fuel  from  3.05 
to  1.95  kilos  ;  the  gain  being  3H.8  and  36.5  per  cent,  for  the  two 
eases,  respectively.  Boiler  pressure  was  carried  at  six  atmos- 
pheres. M.  Hirsch  concludes  that  steam  jackets  may  be  dis- 
pensed with  when  superheating  is  thus  employed,  and  that  the 
dimensions  of  steam  pipes,  of  valves  and  ports,  and  of  the 
whole  condensing  and  air  pump  system,  may  be  reduced  consid- 
erably. In  this  case,  mineral  oils  were  used,  and  no  trouble 
was  experienced  in  lubrication.f 

The  effect  of  the  superheater  as  a  simple  addition  to  the  heat- 

♦  Bulletin  de  la  SoeietS,  Ft-bniary,  1894. 

f  ''The  use  of  well-designed  superheaters  1b  attended  with  saving  in  all 
eases,  and  may  be  adopted  in  the  fullest  confidence  that  the  troubles  of  twenty 
OT  thirty  years  ago  will  be  easily  avoided.  The  greatest  percentage  of  saving  is, 
however,  usually  secured  in  cases  where  the  engine  or  its  appointments  are  mo.-t 
defective,  where  the  weight  of  steam  consumed  is  greatest, and  especially  where 
a  high  rate  of  expansion  is  adopted  without  adequate  provision  against  cylinder 
oond  ei  •  sa  tion. " — Suteliffe, 
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ing  surface  of  a  boiler  is  well  exhibited  in  the  following  set  of 
balance  sheets  reported  by  Mr.  Crossland,  Chief  Engineer  of  the 
Manchester  Boiler  Insurance  and  Steam  Power  Co.  in  1893. 
The  whole  added  area  was  in  this  case  required  to  secure  dry 
steam,  and  the  superheating  effect  was  too  slight  to  have  much 
value  as  such  at  the  engine.  The  illustration  has  value  in  this 
connection  merely  as  showing  the  manner  and  the  extent  to 
which  boiler  -efficiency  may  be  improved  by  such  extension  of 
heating  surface. 

PARTIOULABB  of  BOILEB  and  SUPEllHSATEB. 

Type  of  Boiler: 

Lancashire,  7  feet  6  inches  diameter  by  28  feet  long,  two  internal  flues,  each 
3  feet  diameter,  five  U  alio  way  tubes  in  each  flue.  Worked  in  conjunction 
with  a  superheater. 

Flues: 

Gases  pa^s  along  internal  flues  and  envelop  superheating  pipes  and  boxes 
at  back  of  boiler,  afterwards  passing  along  bottom  flue,  thence  along  side 
flues  to  chimney. 

Heating  Surface : 

Heating  surface  of  boiler 896  sq.  ft. 

Heating  surface  of  superheater 464  sq.  ft. 

Total  heating  surface 1,860  sq.  ft. 

Fire'Orate$ : 

Tx.          .         *  u           A  ^  5  ft.  long  by 

Dimensions  of  fire-grates -j     ^^     ^ , 

Total  fire-grate  area 30  sq.  f t. 

Number  of  bais  in  each  fire  grate 20 

Area  of  opening  below  grates 8.84  f q.  ft. 

Ratio  of  heating  surface  to  grate  surface  (boiler  only) 29.86  to  1 

Ratio  of  heating  surface  to  grate  surface  (boiler  and  superheater)  45.88  to  1 

Method  of  Firing : 
Mechanical  stoker  with  coking  pit  at  end  of  fire  bars. 


Balance  Sheet  of  Boiler  and  Superheater.    Heat  pbb  Pound  of  Drt 
Coal,  and  its  Appropriation.    Tbmperatubbs  from  82  Degrees  Fahr. 

JaDnarr  15, 1894. 
DR.  B.  T.  U. 

To  caloiiflc  value  of  one  pound  of  dry  coal 12,688 

"  heat  contained  in  steam,  coal,  air,  and  vapor  when  entering  )  ^ 

furnaces,  per  pound  of  coal ) 

12,728 
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CB.  B.  T.  U. 

Bj  heat  absorbed  bj  water  in  boiler  aud  superheater 9,704 

'*  heat  carried  away  in  products  of  combustion 1,819 

**  heat  carried  away  in  surplus  air 709 

*'  heat  carried  away  in  vapor  in  air 16 

''  heat  carried  away  in  steam  supplied  to  stoker  ban    48 

"  heat  carried  away  in  steam  from  water  in  coal 65 

*'  heat  lost  by  imperfect  combustion 6 

"  heat  lo8t  by  unburnt  carbon  in  aslies 582 

'*  heat  lost  in  ashes  drawn  from  furnaces 54 

'*  residue,  including  loss  by  radiation  and  convection  and) 
heat  unaccounted  for ) 


270 


Percontai^e. 

76.27 

10.86 

5.57 

.18 

.88 

.51 

.05 

4.18 

.43 

2.12 


12,728      100.00 


Balance  Sheet  op  Boiler  without  Superheater. 


DB. 


Aogast  2  and  8, 1888. 
B.  T.  U. 


To  calorific  value  of  one  pound  of  dry  coal 

'*  heat  contained  in  steam,  coal,  air,  and  vapor  when  enter- ) 
ing  furnace,  per  pound  of  ooal ) 


12,669 

206 

12,875 


CB. 


Aagast  8. 

Anpist  8. 

By  heat  absorbed  by  water  in  boiler ... 

*'  heat  lost  by  unburnt  carbon  in  ashes 

*'  heflt  lost  in  ashes  drawn  from  furnaces 

**  heat  carried  away  in  products  of  combus- 
tion, surplus  air,  vapor  in  air,  steam  from 
water  in  coal,  and  heat  lost  by  radiation 
and  convection 

B.  T.  U. 

7,043 

876 

59 

I  4,897 

Per- 

centaffe. 

54L70 

6.80 

0.46 

88.04 

B.  T.  U. 

7,276 

621 

51 

4,927 

Per- 

centage. 

56.51 

4.82 

0.40 

38.27 

12,875 

100.00 

12,875 

100.00 

In  this  case  the  addition  of  about  50  per  cent,  to  the  total 
heating  surface  of  boiler  by  the  introduction  of  the  so-called 
superheater  produced  steam  of  a  temperature  exceeding  that 
of  saturation  by  four  or  five  degrees,  raised  the  boiler  efficiency 
from  56.5  to  76.3,  or  30  per  cent.,  and  insured  dry  steam  at  the 
engine,  where  previously  the  steam  supplied  had  been  wet  and 
very  wastefully  produced.  The  evaporation,  "from  and  at  212 
degrees,"  was  raised  from  8.67  to  11.29  pounds  of  water  per 
pound  of  combustible. 

Tests  of  this  superheater,  made  by  the  chief  engineer  of  the 
Messrs.  Fox  &  Co.  woolen  mills,  Wellington,  G.  B.,  are  reported 
to  have  given  results  as  follows,  which  measure,  simply,  the 
gain  by  the  addition  of  heating  surface,  in  this  form,  to  a  boiler 
previously  working  uneconomically : 
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Economy  op  Superheatebs. 


1.  Date.. 


4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 
8. 

9. 
10. 

11. 

18. 
18. 

14. 

16. 

16. 

17. 


Daration  of  trial houre 

Quality  of  fuel— Main  Colliery  Co., 

Neath,  South     Wales,  through 

and  til  rough  coal. 
Average  temperature  feed  to  boiler, 

deg!  Fahr  

Average'preBSure,  absolute,  lbs.  per 

8q.  m 

Total    water     evaporated    during 

test lbs. 

Water  evaporated  per  hour lbs. 

Water    evaporated   per  eq,  ft.  of 

grate  pernonr lbs. 

Total  coal  used  during  test  . . .  .lbs. 
Coal  used  per  sq.  ft.  of  grate  per 

hour lbs. 

Total  asb  and  clinker  during  test, 

lbs 

Ash  and  clinker,  per  cent 

Lbs.  water  per  lb.  coal  under  actual 

conditions 

Lbs.  water  per  lb.  coa>  from  and  at 

212  aegrees  Fahr lbs 

Lbs.  water  pir  lb.  combust.,  actual 

conditions 

Lbs.  water  per  lb.  combust.,  from 

and  at  212  degrees  Fahr 

Steam   surcharged    leaving   boiler 

stop  valve,  F 


No.  1. 


No.  2. 


66.5 

74 

80,542 
5,649 

144.8 
5,900 

21.6 

546 
9.25 

6.7 

7.87 


8.67 


No.  8. 


2^S 
•gll 


78 

77.28 

43,485.6 
6,069.8 

155.6 
6,300 

23.77 

764 
12.12 

6.74 

7.89 

7.67 

8.98 


81.2 

76.5 

41,887 
5,963.9 

153.4 
4,635 

16.96 

488.0 
10.5 

9.087 

10.54 

10.1 

11.78 


No.  4. 


76.7 

78.8 

46,712.46 
6,673.2 

171.1 
5,856 

19.6 

555 

10.36 

8.72 
10.21 

9.7^ 
11.39 
50.9 


No.  5. 


I-' 


74 

80 

49,110 
7,015.7 

179.7; 
5,600 

20.5 

508 
9.25 

8.77 
10.1 

9.62 
11.29 
52.5 


No.6.  I&l 

11    1  = 


fi-  1=1 


69.6 

77 

46.428.4 
6,632.6 

170 
5,200 

19.05 

524 

10.07 


10.52 
9.9-2 
11.C8 
48.4 


10.9 


31.88 


The  added  heating  surface  increases  the  work  obtained  from 
the  old  plant  over  ten  per  cent.,  and  with  a  gain  in  economy  of 
above  thirty  per  cent.  Thus,  in  cases  in  which  the  boiler  is 
small  for  the  power  demanded,  and  hence  uneconomical,  the 
addition  of  superheating  surface  to  dry  and  superheat  the  st-eam 
gives  great  advantage  in  gain  both  at  the  boiler  and  at  the 
engine.  The  former  gain,  however,  may  perhaps  be  sometimes 
better  secured  by  the  introduction  of  more  boiler  power.  Many 
cases  similar  to  the  above  are  reported. 

A  trial  of  a  1,500  horse-power  triple-expansion  engine,  at 
Augsburg,  employing  superheated  steam,  was  made  in  April, 
1895,  by  Prof.  M.  Schroeter,  of  Munich,  with  the  following 
results : 

Tlie  engine  consisted  of  one  high-pressure  cylinder  of  700 
mm.  (27.5  inches)  diameter,  one  intermediate  of  1,100  mm.  (43.5 
inches),  and  two  low-pressure  cylinders  of  1,150  mm.  (45.5 
incljes)  diameter  each,  all  having  a  stroke  of  piston  of  1,600 
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mm.  (63  inches).  The  speed  of  revolution  was  60  per  minute, 
and  the  speed  of  piston  3  m.  (9.75  feet)  per  second  (585  feet 
per  minute).  Steam  was  carried  at  six  atmospheres  (88  pounds) 
pressure,  though  intended  by  the  designer  to  be  carried  up  to 
eleven  atmospheres  (160  pounds).  The  valve  gear  was  similar 
to  the  well-known  Sulzer  gear,  consisting  of  four  poppet  valves 
on  each  cylinder,  the  cut-off'  being  effected  by  a  *  French  cam  " 
arrangement  controlled  by  a  loaded  centrifugal  governor  acting 
on  the  gear  of  the  high-pressure  cylinder,  the  others  being 
adjusted  by  hand.  The  steam  cylinders  were  jacketed  with  prime 
steam  and  covered  by  a  good  lagging.  The  engine  weighs 
220,000  kilograms  (210  tons),  or  147  kilograms  (323  pounds) 
per  horse  power. 

The  power  actually  developed  during  the  trials  varied  be- 
tween 1,000  and  1,200  horse-power.  The  temperature  of  the 
steam  at  entrance  into  the  engine  ranged  from  164  degrees  0. 
(327  degrees  Fahr.),  when  saturated,  to  212  and  216  degrees 
C.  (414  degrees  to  421  degrees  Fahr.j  superheated ;  the  super- 
heat thus  amounting  to  from  48  degrees  to  52  degrees  G.  (86 
degrees  to  93  degrees  Fahr.).  The  temperature  of  the  feed  water 
ranged  between  6.36  degrees  and  6.91  degrees  C.  (43  degrees  to  44 
degrees  Fahr.) ;  that  of  the  hot  well  from  21  degrees  to  22  degrees 
C.  (69  degrees  to  72  degrees  Fahr.).  The  steam  jackets  absorbed 
from  5  to  7  per  cent,  of  the  total  steam  supply  when  working  with 
superheated  steam,  and  from  9.2  to  12.4  per  cent  when  using 
saturated  steam.  The  consumption  of  feed  water  and  steam 
per  indicated  horse-power  per  hour  amounted  to  5.5  kilograms 
(12.1  pounds)  with  superheated,  and  to  6.1  (13.4  pounds)  with 
saturated  steam.  The  boiler  supplied  steam  at  the  rate  of  14 
to  24  kilograms  per  square  meter  per  hour.  The  net  gain  was 
thus,  practically,  ten  per  cent,  of  the  quantity  of  saturated 
steam  required  by  the  engine  in  normal  working. 

The  steam  consumption  per  delivered,  or  brake,  horse-power 
was  7.25  kilograms  (16  pounds)  with  saturated,  and  6.6  kilograms 
(145  pounds)  with  superheated  steam.  It  is  presumed  that, 
could  a  full  load  be  obtained  for  this  engine,  and  full  boiler 
pressure  thus  utilized,  with  best  adjustment  of  the  ratio  of  ex- 
pansion, these  figures  might  be  improved  eight  or  ten  per  cent.* 
The  engine  was  much  underloaded  and  the  steam  pressure  was 

*  Z,  de$  Ver,  DeuUcher  Ingenieure,  March  7,  1896. 
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too  low  for  a  triple-expansion  engine ;  both  causes  conspiring 
to  reduce  seriously  its  eflSciency.* 

The  Schmidt  system  consists  of  a  flue  boiler  of  comparatively 
small  extent  of  heating  surface,  surmounted  by  a  tubular  super- 
heater of  large  area.  The  temperature  of  the  steam  supplied  to 
the  engine  was  elevated  to  700  degrees  Fahr.,  and  with  excellent 
results  in  economy  of  fueLf  The  boiler  has  70  square  feet  of 
heating  surface  and  430  feet  of  superheating  area.  The  engine 
has  two  single-acting  cylinders  of  9.85  inches  diameter  of  piston 
and  15.75  inches  stroke.  Their  general  construction  is  very  like 
that  of  the  usual  forms  of  gas  engine.  The  fuel  in  the  tiial  to 
be  described  had  an  analysis  indicating  a  heat-producing  power 
of  14,589  B.  T.  XJ  per  pound.  The  following  tables  present  the 
results  of  test,  which  are  indicative  of  very  large  gain  by  super- 
heating, the  figures  for  steam  and  fuel  consumption  being  per- 
haps one-half  those  ordinarily  obtainable  with  saturated  or  wet 
steam  under  otherwise  similar  conditions. 

'Compare  M.  Him,  who  thus  reports  the  effects  of  the  different  methods  of 
redacing  the  loss  due  the  action  of  the  sides  of  the  cylinders  : 

(1)  Simple  engine,  without  steam  jacket Loss,  33  per  cent. 

Same  engine,  with  steam  jacket "     21 

(2)  Compound  engine,  two  cylinders,  witliout  jackets..     "     26 

Same  engine,  with  jackets "  20 

(8)  Simple  engine,  without  steam  jacket    *'  18       '* 

Same  engine,    witliout    steam  jacket,   hat  with 

steam  superheated  86  degrees  C **  12 

M.  Him  thus  reports  the  economy  arising  from  the  use  of  superheated  steam 
as  compared  with  satnrated  steam  in  tlie  same  engine  : 

(4)  A  compound  engine  working  with  superheated  steam  at  a  tempera- 
ture of  210  degrees  C,  an  economy  of  20  per  cent. 

(5)  An  engine  with  one  cylinder  working  with  superheated  steam  at 
226  degrees  C. ,  an  economy  of  81  per  cent. 

(6)  The  same  engine  with  steam  at  245  degrees  C,  an  economy  of  47 
per  cent. 

\ZeiUehrift  des  Intemationalen  Verbandet  der  Dampfkessel  Uberwae/iung^ 
Vereine,  Nos.  16,  17,  1894. 
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NuifBXB  OF  TEST.. 


DuratioD  of  teAt hoar8 

Coal  coDBUiDptioD,  total pounds 

**  per  hour ** 

Calorific  value  of  coal B.  T.  U 

Feed  water  evaporated,  total pounds 

'*        **  **  per  hour ** 

Feed- water  temperature  before  entering 
beater   . .  degrees  Fabr, 

Feed-water  temperature  before  entering 
boiler degrees  Fabr. 

Steam,  mean  pressure pounds 

Evaporation  of  water  per  pound  of  coal .      " 

Equivalent  evaporation,  calculated  for  feed 
water  of  83  degrees  Fabr.  and  sieam  of  212 
d^^es  Fabr pounds 

Mean  temperature  of  steam  for  mean  pres- 
sure  decrees  Fabr 

Mean  temperature  before  eutennir  main 
heater degrees  Fabr, 

Mean  temperature  before  entering  en- 
gine  degrees  Fabr. 

Temperature  of  fuel  gases  entering  tbe  chim- 
ney  degrees  Fabr, 


Heat  utilized  for  generating  steam  . . 
"  "         "   superheating  steam. 


Total  beat  utilized  for  steam  . 


8 
597.5 
74.69 
14,589    . 
5,436.5 
679.55 

59 

194 

128.29 
9.1 


8.16  6.94 

854  852.4 

422.5  442.4 

687.2  694 

708.5  692 

B.  T.  U.     Pci  cent.  B.  T.  U.    Ptr  cent. 


8.1 
705.5 
87.08 
14,589 
5,466 
675.8 

61 

194 
127.25 
7.76 


9,856.4 
1,440 


64.14 
9.87 


10,796  4    74.01 


7,972 
1,260 


54.65 
8.64 


9.282      68.29 


TABLE  II.—MOTOR. 


Number  of  test. 


Duration  of  test hours 

Win-k  done, — Indicator  tests : 

Temperature  of  superheated  steam degrees  Fabr. 

Mean  pressure,  from  diagrams pounds 

Revolutions  per  minute 

Mean  work horse-power 

Work  done. — Brake  tests  : 

Weight  carried pounds 

Len^h  of  lever feei 

Revolutions  per  minute 

Mean  work horse-power 

Efficiency per  cent 


687.2 
(39.96) 
161.6 
(39.46) 

188.9 

8.798 
161.5 
37.96 
(96.22) 


ConsumptiOD  of  steam,  total pounds!  5,496 .5 

perindicatedH.  P.  perbour.      **      :  (17.22)1 

per  brake  H.  P.  per  hour. . .      '*      I  17.90 

of  coal,  total "      I  597.5 

**               "        per  indicated  H.  P.  perbour.      "  (1.89) 

"                "        per  brake  H  P.  per  hour **      i  1.967 

Heat  utlliaed  by  exhaust  steam B.  T.  U.!  185 

Resulting  in  a  saving  of  coal  of per  cent. -  8.42 


8.1 


(41.10) 

162.8 

(40.92) 

141.78 
8.83 
162.8 
89  20 
(95.85) 
5,46() 
(16.5) 
17.22 
705.5 
(2.14) 
2.222 
183 
7.09 
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An  engine  and  boiler  of  this  class,  constructed  by  Mr.  J.  E. 
Christoph,  of  Niesky,  in  Silesia,  of  somewhat  larger  dimensions, 
were  subjected  to  a  series  of  trials  by  Professor  Lewicki,  of 
Dresden,  in  order  to  determine  the  following  points  :  (1)  Steam 
consumption  of  the  engine  when  fully  loaded.  (2)  Frictional 
resistance  of  the  unloaded  engine.  (3j  Useful  effect  under  dif- 
ferent conditions  of  work.  The  engine  has  two  cylinders  of  250 
mm.  diameter  and  400  mm.  stroke.  The  heating  surface  of  the 
boiler  was  5.8  square  metres.  The  principal  results  are  tabu- 
lated as  follows : 

Duration  of  trial 5  hr.  10  nain. 

Sieam  pressure  in  boiler,  effective 8.81  atm. 

Temperature  of  feed  water 17  deg.  C. 

Temperature  of  feed  water  from  feed- water  beater 84.1      " 

Pyrometer  reading,  bottf  m  of  fore  superbeater HQCl      ** 

Pyrometer  reading,  bottom  of  after  superbeater 412.9      ** 

Steam  temperature  in  after  evaporator,  below 296.2      ** 

Steam  temperature  in  after  evaporator,  above 287.8      ** 

Steam  temperature,  engine  admission . . « 345.7      " 

Steam  temperature,  engine  exhaust 148.8      " 

Steam  temperature,  feed- water  heater • 101.1      " 

Air  temperature  in  engine-room 27.8      ** 

Feed  water  per  hour 831.19  kilogs. 

Revolutions  of  engine  per  minute 157.98 

Indicated  borse-power 48.48 

EflFective  horse-power    41.47 

Steam  consumption  per  I.  H.  P.  per  hour 6.83 

Steam  consumption  i)er  effective  H.  P.  per  hour 7.98 

Coal l.lOkilogs. 

The  friction  of  the  unloaded  engine,  when  running  at  159.46 
revolutions  per  minute,  represented  2.12  horse-power,  and  the 
difference  in  speed  between  the  engine  when  light  and  when  fully 
loaded  was  only  0.96  per  cent. 

The  effective  power  under  different  conditions  of  steam  admis- 
sion and  speed  varied  as  follows  : 


Staqb. 


1. 
2. 
8. 
4. 


Revolutions 
per  minute. 

Indicated 
hone-power. 

Effective 
horse-power. 

EfRclency, 
per  cent. 

160.55 

15.85 

11.09 

72.2 

158.55 

1         26.95 

21.99 

81.3 

157.55 

88.66 

82.66 

84.6 

157.93 

48.48 

41.47 

85.5 
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An  ordinary  non- condensing  steam  engine  would  probably 
require  for  the  same  work  16.38  kilograms  of  steam  and  2.10 
kilograms  of  coal  per  horse  power  hour  eflfective,  so  that  the 
saving  by  high  superheating  is  351.76  kilograms  of  water  and 
41.47  kilograms  of  coal  on  the  power  developed,  or  about  52 
per  cent.* 

General  Opinion,  based  on  experiments  on  the  expansion  of 
steam  and  on  superheating,  may  be  discovered  in  the  following 
summary.     According  to  Isherwood, 

"1.  The  cost  of  the  total  indicated  horse-power  does  not 
appear  to  be  affected  by  speed  of  piston,  per  se,  other  things 
being  equaL 

**  2.  The  cost  of  the  total  indicated  horse-power  appears  to  be 
less  with  larger  than  with  smaller  cylinders,  other  things  equal, 
but  not  in  any  important  degree  after  cylinders  of  medium  size 
are  reached. 

"  3.  The  cost  of  the  total  indicated  horse-power  appears  to  be 
less  by  the  use  of  a  greater  average  pressure  upon  the  piston, 
other  things  being  equaL 

"  4.  The  cost  of  the  total  indicated  horse-power  does  not 
appear  to  be  affected  by  type  of  valve  gear,  other  things  equal. 

"  5.  The  cost  of  the  total  indicated  horse- power  appears  to  be 
less  with  higher  back  pressure  against  the  piston,  other  things 
equaL 

^*  6.  An  analysis  of  a  vast  number  of  indicator  diagrams  from 
well-conditioned  steam  engines  of  many  types  and  proportions, 
using  steam  with  widely  varying  measures  of  expansion,  and 
fitted  with  great  diversity  of  valve  gear,  shows  the  mean  total 
pressure  to  be  almost  exactly  that  which  is  due  to  the  Mariotte 
law,  namely,  the  presSures  are  inversely  as  the  spaces,  including 
in  the  latter  the  contents  of  the  clearance  and  steam  passage. 
And  this  agreement  is  not  affected  by  the  steam  being  in  the 
saturated  or  in  the  superheated  condition  and  with  any  degree 
of  superheating.  In  the  case  of  saturated  steam  the  expansion 
curve  falls  at  first  a  little  too  rapidly,  and  at  the  last  not  quite 
rapidly  enough,  while  the  reverse  is  the  case  with  superheated 
steam.  This,  of  course,  is  purely  a  coincidence,  but  it  is  a 
useful  fact  to  know,  and  can  be  confidently  depended  on  in 
computation. 

♦  The  Engineer,  January  31,  1896. 
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"  By  a  well-conditioned  engine  is  meant  one  with  the  joints, 
piston,  and  valves  tight.  When  the  engines  were  worked  with 
a  wide  throttle,  the  cylinder  initial  pressure  averaged  about 
two  and  one-half  pounds  per  square  inch  less  than  the  boiler 
pressure,  and  the  steam  admission  line  of  the  diagram  was  hori- 
zontal until  near  the  point  of  cutting  off,  when  it  rounded  down 
by  a  nearly  quadrantal  curve  two  and  one-half  pounds  per 
square  inch,  at  which  the  cutoff  valve  closed  and  the  expansion 
curve  commenced.  When  saturated  steam  is  used,  the  pressure 
at  the  end  of  the  stroke  of  the  piston  is  a  very  little  greater  than 
is  due  to  the  Mariotte  law,  and  when  superheated  steam  is  used 
it  is  a  very  little  less. 

"  7.  One  of  the  most  remarkable  results  of  the  experiments 
on  superheated  steam,  when  used  with  different  measures  of 
expansion,  is  the  fact  that  the  economy  due  to  these  different 
measures  of  expansion  is  not  affected  by  the  superheating ;  that 
is  to  say,  if,  when  using  saturated  steam  without  expansion,  and 
with  a  certain  measure  of  expansion,  the  difference  in  the  cost 
of  the  total  indicated  horse-power  is  found  to  be  a  certain  per 
centum  of  the  former,  then,  when  using  superheated  steam  sim- 
ilarly, without  expansion,  and  with  the  same  measure  of  expan- 
sion, the  difference  in  the  cost  of  the  total  indicated  horse- power 
will  be  the  same  per  centum  of  the  former  as  in  the  cJEwe  with 
the  saturated  steam.  In  other  words,  the  difference  in  the  cost 
of  the  total  indicated  horse-power  with  superheated  steam  used 
with  different  measures  of  expansion  is,  relatively,  one  with 
another,  the  same  as  in  the  case  of  saturated  steam.  This  is, 
perhaps,  the  most  diflSeult  fact  of  all  to  explain.  In  rests  on 
the  purely  experimental  evidence,  but  may  be  depended  on  as 
true,  whether  a  satisfactory  reason  can  be  found  for  it  or  not 
The  fact  remains  incontestable  that  superheating  steam  to  a 
certain  t(?mperature  increases  its  economic  effect  the  same  quan- 
tity over  that  of  saturated  steam,  in  the  same  category,  whether 
it  be  used  without  expansion  or  with  any  measure  of  expansion 
whatever. 

"  8.  With  the  highest  practicable  amount  of  superheating, 
that  is  to  say,  an  amount  which  does  not  injure  the  metals  of  the 
superheating  apparatus  or  cylinder,  and  under  which  the  piston, 
valves,  and  packings  will  work  conveniently,  the  number  of 
pounds  of  steam  required  per  hour  for  the  production  of  the 
total  indicated  horse-power  will  be  reduced  one-third,  leaving 
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the  cost  in  fuel  two-tliirds  of  the  cost  with  saturated  steam. 
And  this  proportion  holds  with  all  measures  of  expansion, 
namely :  Given  a  certain  measure  of  expansion,  and  the  weight 
of  saturated  steam  consumed  per  hour  with  that  measure  per 
total  indicated  horse-power,  then,  with  superheated  steam,  the 
same  power  with  the  same  measure  of  expansion  will  be  ob- 
tained with  two-thirds  of  that  weight  of  steam. 

"  The  highest  practicable  amount  of  superheating  appears  to 
be  about  135  degrees  Fahr.  above  the  temperature  due  to  the 
pressure  as  saturated  steam.  In  the  case  of  boilers  consuming 
at  the  rate  of  about  twelve  pounds  of  anthracite  per  hour  per 
square  foot  of  gra,te  surface,  and  delivering  the  products  of 
combustion  into  the  uptake  with  a  temperature  of  about  700 
degrees  Fahr.,  a  superheating  apparatus  of  copper  tubes  of 
about  one-tenth  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  placed  in  the  uptake, 
should  have  about  six  square  feet  of  surface,  measured  on  the 
inner  circumference  of  the  tubes,  per  square  foot  of  grate  surface, 
to  superheat  the  steam  to  the  above-mentioned  135  degrees. 

"  9.  Using  the  steam  without  throttling,  or  with  any  amount 
of  throttling,  other  things  equal,  does  not  appear  to  affect  the 
cost  of  the  total  indicated  horse-power."  * 

M.  Henri  Tresca,  in  1868,  who  followed  Him  in  the  inves- 
tigation of  the  value  of  superheating,  employing  the  apparatus 
designed  by  M.  Petitpierre,  after  a  trying  series  of  experi- 
ments, punctuated  with  accidents  and  failures,  came  to  the 
conclusion,  already  reached  by  Him,  that  superheating  may, 
under  favorable  conditions,  produce  considerable  economy,  but 
that  it  could  only  be  safely  practised  to  a  very  moderate  extent 
with  the  apparatus  in  use  at  that  time.  Him  went  further,  and 
showed  that  the  practicable  limit,  at  least  for  his  time,  was  that 
at  which  initial  condensation  was  nearly,  but  not  quite,  extin- 
guished. His  engine  at  Logelbach,  designed  to  meet  this  pre- 
scription, became,  and  remained  for  many  years,  the  main 
source  of  our  knowledge  in  this  field.  The  recent  introduction 
of  high-test  mineral  oils,  capable,  in  some  cases,  of  withstand- 
ing 500  and  600  degrees  Fahr.  (260  to  316  C),  has  done  away 
with  the  difficulties  formerly  apparently  insuperable  in  the 
introduction  of  highly  heated  steam  into  the  working  cylinder.f 

*  Experimental  Eesearches  in  Steam  Engineering^  Islierwood. 
f  "The  durability  of  superheaters  is  usually  presumed  to  be  necessarily  much 
less  than  that  of  the  heating  surfaces  of  the  boiler ;  it  frequently  happens  that 
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Monsieur  J.  Hirsch,  professor  at  the  Conservatoire,  and  the 
Ingenieur  en  Chef  des  Fonts  efc  Chaussees,  in  Paris,  the  distin- 
guished counsel  of  the  French  Government  in  such  matters, 
informs  the  writer  that,  as  the  outcome  of  his  own  observations 
and  experiments,  he  concludes  that  superheating  is  the  main 
line  of  desirable  advance  with  the  steam  engine.     As  he  says : 

**  In  my  view,  the  steam  engine  has  attained,  in  our  time,  a 
degree  of  perfection  that,  in  its  present  form,  has  given  the 
utmost  possible  utilization  of  heat.  To  secure  a  better  perform- 
ance, it  is  necessary  to  enter  upon  new  paths.  Among  tlie 
numerous  methods  available,  presenting  some  chance  of  success, 
one  of  the  most  simple  and  attractive  is  superheating.  This 
process  promises,  in  theory,  positive  gain  in  efficiency;  in 
practice,  it  introduces  only  the  difficulties  of  securing  tight  joints 
and  especially  of  effective  lubrication.  But,  notwithstanding 
the  progress  effected  in  late  years  in  the  preparation,  the  selec- 
tion, and  the  use  of  lubricants,  these  difficulties  remain  serious, 
and  this  remains  an  obstacle,  not  only  where  it  is  proposed  to 
superheat  steam,  but  also  wherever  any  working  fluid  is  em- 
ployed at  high  temperatures.  The  difficult^'  of  securing  good 
lubrication  opposes  every  effort  to  obtain  amelioration  of  the 
performance  of  thermic  motors.  This  obstacle  has  not  been 
surmounted,  but  rather  has  been  evaded,  and  in  a  very  incom- 
plete way,  in  the  explosive  engines.  On  success  in  overcoming 
this  impediment  depends  the  success  of  the  heat  engine  of  the 
future.  Could  this  difficulty  be  overcome,  the  employment  of 
superheating  would  come  to  be  general." 

M.  Hirsch  asserts  the  problem  thus  sought  to  be  solved 
"  un  des  plus  important  de  ceux  que  soul^ve  le  fonctionnement 
des  appareils  k  vapeur."  He  considers  the  fact  undoubted  that, 
by  means  of  this  device,  could  it  be  made  thoroughly  practi- 
cable, the  advantages  now  only  obtainable  by  increase  of  steam 
pressure,  and  which  have  their  origin,  in  fact,  in  the  simultane- 

tlie  difference  is  very  great,  and  many  superheaters  have  been  removed  afwr  a 
few  months*,  or  even,  in  some  cases,  a  few  weeks'  service.  It  is  thought  by  many 
engineers,  however,  that  it  is  not  impossible  to  so  construct  and  work  them  that 
they  n»ny  last  for  many  years.  The  writer  has  examined  many  certificates  of 
satisfactory  operation  of  nuperheaters  for  considerable  periods  of  time,  with  no 
apparent  injury  or  perceivable  wear.  The  Yorkshire  Boiler  Insurance  Company  of 
Great  Britain  has  issued  many  such  on  superheaters  employed  by  its  customers." 
— Reports  of  the  Yorkshire  Boiler  Insurance  and  Steam  Users'  Co,,  Ltd.,  1898, 
1894. 
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ous  increase  of  temperature,  could  be  readily  and  fully  attained. 
But,  as  asserted  by  Him  and  by  Tresca,  at  an  earlier  date,  he 
finds  it  "  a  long  way  from  the  theory  to  the  practice  in  this  mat- 
ter." Him  had  concluded  that  the  limit  in  superlieating  is 
practically  attained  when  cylinder  condensation  is  substantially, 
but  not  absolutely,  suppressed  by  it.  At  this  point,  as  he  states, 
large  gains  may  be  secured,  witliout  injury  by  destruction  of 
lubricants,  of  packing,  or  of  the  engine  cylinder,  both  in  reduc- 
ing costs  of  fuel  and  costs  of  construction,  suppressing  the  steam 
jacket  as  a  needless  encumbrance.  The  later  introduction  of 
high-test  mineral  oils  and  of  metallic  packing  has  removed  many 
of  the  objections  formerly  existing  to  the  employment  of  super- 
heating, and  the  subject  is  again  attracting  attention  among  engi- 
neers, and  M.  Hirsch  anticipates  its  successful  reintroduction. 

M.  A.  Mallet  concludes,  after  a  careful  study  of  the  results  of 
experiment  and  general  experience  in  marine  engineering,  that, 
during  a  period  of  a  decade  or  more,  superheating  was  applied 
at  sea  to  several  hundred  thousands  of  horse-power  of  marine 
engines,  and  was,  in  fact,  in  common  if  not  general  use  for  that 
period  of  time,  and  then  went  almost  completely  out  of  use,  in 
consequence  of  rapid  deterioration  of  the  apparatus  and  liability 
to  serious  accidents  when  carelessly  or  ignorantly  handled,  and 
when  worn  out  and  neglected.*  These  difficulties  became  too 
serious  for  successful  use  of  the  system  as  soon  as,  about  18C0, 
steam  pressures  began  to  rise  rapidly  and  to  become  such  as  to 
demand  considerable  strength  of  boiler  and  of  superheater. 
With  improved  constructions,  and  especially  with  the  introduc- 
tion of  lubricants  capable  of  sustaining  uninjured  the  tempera- 
tures of  high-pressure  steam,  and  superheating,  a  new  period  of 
experimentation  has  been  entered  upon,  and  success  of  moderate 
amount  has  been  attained,  and  especially  in  reheating  between 
the  cylinders  of  the  multiple -cylinder  engine.  At  the  date  of 
this  report,  Raflfard  was  still  working  on  the  problem  and  en- 
deavoring to  secure  satisfactory  methods  of  employment  of  the 
system  which,  in  1827,  Becker  found  himself  unable  to  employ 
because  of  the  rudeness  of  the  methods  of  mechanical  con- 
struction of  his  time. 

In  some  cases,  it  is  supposed  that  distortion  of  the  steam 
cylinder  has   been   a   consequence  of  the  use  of  superheated 


*  Bulletin  de  la  Sociiti  dea  IngSnieurs  CivUs,  May,  ]  892. 
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Steam,  and  Mr.  Louis  Seymour  has  adopted  the  plan  of  boring 
cylinders  under  steam  pressure  to  secure  a  better  and  more  sym- 
metrical distribution  of  stresses  and  final  shape. 

Professor  Ewing  remarks,  in  his  admirable  treatise  on  the 
steam  engine  in  the  Encyclnpcedia  Britajmica:  *•  In  former  years 
superheating  steam  was  a  common  feature  of  marine  practice ; 
but  serious  practical  difficulties  caused  engineers  to  abandon  its 
use  and  to  seek  economy  rather  by  increasing  initial  pressure, 
and  by  using .  compound  expansion.  In  those  days,  however, 
the  theoretical  advantage  of  superheating  was  less  understood 
than  now.  The  economy  of  fuel  which  its  employment  would 
probably  secure  is  so  great  as  to  warrant  a  fresh  and  energetic 
attempt  to  overcome  the  mechanical  difficulties  of  construction 
and  lubrication  which  have  hitherto  stood  in  the  way."  * 

Mr.  Donkin  states :  "  It  is  probably  only  a  question  of 
another  ten  or  fifteen  years  before  engineers  generally  will  again 
be  using  slightly  superheated  or  dry  steam  not  only  in  land  en- 
gines, but  at  sea  and  with  locomotives.  Modern  ideas  favor 
the  change,  and  the  economy  which  will  be  obtained  by  prevent- 
ing the  large  amount  of  condensation  now  going  on  in  steam 
cylinders. 

"  In  Germany,  France,  and  other  countries,  experiments  are 
being  made  with  superheated  steam,  with  various  kinds  of  en- 
gines and  different  apparatus.  The  writer  has  lately  seen  many 
different  types  of  superheaters  at  work.  These  are  sometimes 
placed  in  boiler  flues,  but  in  other  factories  they  are  fired  sep- 
arately. A  number  of  engines  of  considerable  power  are  now 
regularly  working  with  steam  superheated  from  50  degrees 
Fahr.  to  100  degrees  Fahr.  above  the  temperature  due  to  tbe 
working  pressure. 

"  In  the  writer's  opinion,  the  time  has  arrived  to  re-open  this 
question  of  superheating.  With  modern  conditions  of  lubrica- 
tion and  better  materials,  further  experiments  should  be  under- 

*  •'  Superheating  lias  been  adopted  during  recent  years  much  more  extens'ively 
on  the  Continent  than  in  England,  and  very  successful  results  have  be<>n 
achieved.  The  consamption  of  steam  in  an  ordinary  unjacketed  compound 
engine  of  high  class  may  generally  be  reduced  by  about  15  per  cent,  upon  the 
adoption  of  superheating,  and  the  coal  consumption  a  little  more  or  less,  accord- 
ing to  the  conditions  and  to  the  type  of  superheater  adopted.  A  saving  twice 
as  great  is  sometimes  secured  in  the  treatment  of  an  engine  which,  from  its 
small  size  or  other  reasons,  consumes  an  exceptionally  large  amount  of  steam 
for  the  work  ^orxe  "—Sutcliffe. 
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taken.  At  present  we  are  not  even  following  in  this  matter, 
when  we  should  be  taking  the  lead."  * 

Mr.  Shocks  concludes  :  '*  Superheaters,  with  their  steam-pipe 
connections  and  stop  valves,  add  largely  to  the  weight  and  cost 
of  boilers  ;  and  unless  they  are  easily  accessible  for  sweeping 
(which  is  frequently  not  the  case),  the  eflSciency  of  their  heat- 
ing surface  is  soon  impaired,  and  the  draught  of  the  boiler  is 
often  seriously  aflfected  by  the  accumulation  of  soot.  The 
most  serious  troubles,  however  (which  have  brought  super- 
heaters somewhat  into  disrepute),  are  due  to  the  rapid  corrosion 
of  the  iron  of  which  superheaters  are  constructed,  and  to  the 
leakage  of  their  tubes.  The  rapid  corrosion  of  superheating 
surfaces  has  been  observed  for  a  long  time,  even  in  the  case 
where  the  degree  of  superheating  was  relatively  small,  as  in 
steam  drums  traversed  by  flues,  but  its  causes  have  not  been 
definitely  determined. 

"  Practically  considered,  the  value  of  superheaters  depends, 
as  far  as  the  boilers  are  concerned,  not  only  on  the  economic 
and  potential  evaporative  efficiency  of  the  latter,  but  on  the  ad- 
ditional bulk,  weight,  and  cost  of  the  superheating  apparatus, 
on  the  labor  and  expense  of  keeping  it  in  working  order,  and  on 
its  liability  to  derangement"  f 

"  I  have  no  doubt  myself  that  superheating  will  be  largely 
used  again.  The  practical  difficulties  exist,  but  they  are  not 
insuperable. 

"  No  possible  improvement  of  the  steam-engine,  of  which  we 
have  any  knowledge  at  this  moment,  offers  anything  like  so 
great  a  chance  of  important  economy  as  the  reintroduction  of 
superheating,  and  especially  of  superheating  to  at  least  100  de- 
grees or  more  above  the  saturation  temperature  of  the  steam. 

"  Lately  Professor  Schroter,  of  Munich,  has  been  experiment- 
ing with  a  small  special  compound  condensing  engine  of  only  60 
indicated  horse-power,  running  at  the  moderate  piston  speed  of 
380  feet  per  minute,  and  with  the  not  excessive  boiler  pressure 
of  165  pounds  per  square  inch.  The  high-pressure  cylinder  is 
not  jacketed.  The  low  pressure  is  jacketed  with  receiver  steam. 
In  this  case,  in  a  tube  superheater  of  a  rather  special  construc- 
tion in  the  uptake  of  the  boiler,  the  steam  is  superheated  to 
670  degrees  Fahr.,  or  nearly  300  degrees  above  the  saturation 

♦  Donkin  on  Superheating.  t  Steam  Boilers,  Shock. 
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temperature  corresponding  to  the  pressure.  In  two  trials  of 
six  or  eight  hours'  duration,  periods  quite  long  enough  for 
accurate  determination  of  results  with  so  accomplished  an  ob- 
server as  Professor  Schroter,  the  consumption  of  steam  was  only 
10.2  pounds  per  indicated  horse-power  hour,  and  the  consump- 
tion of  German  coal  of  moderate  quality  only  1^  pounds  per  in- 
dicated horse-power  hour.  The  steam  consumption  is  the  low- 
est on  record  for  any  engine  of  any  type  or  size,  and  it  is  very 
remarkable  for  so  small  an  engine. 

"  It  is  often  argued  that,  as  very  little  heat  is  required  to 
superheat  steam,  it  cannot  produce  much  effect  The  answer  is 
that  a  small  amount  of  heat  rightly  applied  in  preventing  initial 
condensation  produces  a  disproportionately  large  effect.  That 
is  consistent  with  the  strictest  principles  of  thermodynamics 
In  the  Schmidt  engine  only  eight  per  cent,  of  the  heat  was  nsed 
in  superheating  the  steam,  and  to  this  eight  per  cent  the  re- 
markable economy  is  due.  In  a  steam  jacket  acting  well,  about 
twelve  per  cent,  of  the  steam  used  is  condensed,  and  to  this 
twelve  per  cent,  the  advantage  of  the  jacket,  which  often  reduces 
the  amount  of  steam  used  in  the  cylinder  by  twenty  or  thirty 
per  cent.,  is  due.  But  the  heat  from  a  jacket  is  much  less  effi- 
ciently applied  than  the  heat  taken  direct  to  the  interior  of  the 
cylinder  by  superheated  steam  and  used  primarily  in  maintain- 
ing the  temperature  of  the  admission  surface.  Further,  the 
quantity  of  superheat  brought  into  the  cylinder  in  a  given  time 
increases  with  the  speed  of  the  engine,  while  jacket  heat  dimin- 
ishiBs  in  effect  as  the  speed  is  greater.  The  action  of  the  super- 
heated steam  is  shown  clearly  enough  on  the  indicator  dia- 
grams. In  my  own  trials  in  Alsace  the  wetness  of  the  steam  at 
cut-off  in  the  high-pressure  cylinder  with  jacket,  but  without 
superheating,  was  thirty-five  per  cent.  ;  with  steam  superheated 
100  degrees  it  was  only  fifteen  per  cent.  In  the  trial  with  the 
Schmidt  engine  there  was  no  moisture  at  cut-off  in  the  high- 
pressure  cylinder,  and  the  steam  remained  dry  nearly  to  the 
end  of  the  stroke."  * 

Summary. — Opinion  seems  substantially  unanimous,  and  all 
testimony  confirms  the  conclusion  that  superheat  may  effect 
large  net  economies.    Collating  the  results  of  about  fifty  authen- 

*  Unwin  on  Experimental  Study,  Tranmetions  B.  I.  C.  E.,  session  1894-95, 
page  25. 
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tic  and  well-oonducted  experiments,  it  is  found  that  the  gain  in 
fuel,  by  the  introduetion  of  superheating,  ranges  from  ten  to 
fifty  per  cent,  of  the  fuel  used  with  wet  steam ;  that  about  100 
degrees  superheat,  on  the  Fahrenheit  scale,  gives  usually  com- 
plete extinction  of  initial  condensation ;  that  even  fifteen  or 
twenty  degrees  will  make  an  important  gain  in  reduction  of 
internal  wastes ;  that  every  application  of  this  system,  discreetly 
effected,  returns  several  times — ^actually  from  two  to  ten  times — 
its  cost  in  heat  expended ;  that  the  largest  returns  are  secured 
by  the  smallest  quantities  of  superheat ;  and  that  the  indications 
are,  so  far  as  we  can  to  day  judge  from  earlier  and  contemporary 
practice,  good  engineering  in  this  direction  pays,  and  pays  well ; 
the  limit  being  found  at  that  point,  continually  becoming  more 
remote  and  at  a  higher  and  higher  temperature,  at  which  excess 
of  temperature  begins  to  cause  rapid  destruction  of  the  super- 
heating apparatus,  and  consequent  expense  and  danger  in  such 
degree  as  to  become  a  large  and  more  than  counterbalancing 
element.  The  average  of  fifty-two  cases  observed  by  the  writer 
gives  a  gain  of  twenty-six  per  cent,  with  a  superheat  of  105 
degrees  Fahr.  The  average  gain  with  compound  engines 
examined  is  twenty  per  cent,  with  a  lower  but  uncertain  amount 
of  superheating,  in  a  majority  of  the  cases  reported  the  super- 
heat not  having  been  measured.  In  cases  averaging  about  fifty 
degrees  superheat,  the  gain  was  twenty  per  cent,  and  this  is 
probably  not  far  from  the  average  for  alL 

Taking  an  average  case  in  which  the  quantity  of  heat  brought 
over  from  the  boiler  is  1,100  B.T.U.,  and  twenty-five  per  cent  con- 
densation occurs  at  entrance  into  the  cylinder,  the  heat  wasted, 
per  pound,  is  275  B.T.U.  To  supply  this  amount  of  heat,  by 
superheating  the  steam,  would  demand  an  increase  of  tempera- 
ture  of  570  degrees  Fabr.  The  economy  effected  by  the  process 
of  superheating  is  measured  by  the  difference  between  this  equiv- 
alent of  the  waste  and  the  quantity  of  heat  expended — wasted,  in  a 
certain  sense — ^in  its  reduction.  It  is  known  that,  in  many 
cases,  such  wastes  have  been  extinguished  by  superheating  lOO 
degrees  Fahr. ;  leaving,  as  its  only  relic,  that  loss  which  occurs 
by  that  "  cylinder-cooling  "  which  takes  place  with  subsequent 
thermal  changes  in  the  cycle — possibly,  as  a  maximum,  ten  per 
cent.  The  net  gain  is  thus  fifteen  per  cent  by  expenditure  of  a 
gross  twenty  per  cent  of  the  beat-equivalent  of  the  original 
waste.     Thus,  one  thermal  unit,  one  pound  of  steam  or  of  fuel» 


Digitized  by 


Google 


552  SUPERHEATED  STEAM. 

or  one  dollar,  expended  in  redaction  of  this  internal  waste,  returns 
three ;  and  a  profit  of  three  hundred  per  cent,  pays,  in  turn,  the 
excess  of  cost  of  maintenance  of  superheating  apparatus  and 
incidental  costs  and  repairs  at  engine  and  at  boiler. 

Where  the  gain  by  use  of  superheating  is  less,  the  proportion 
of  profit  to  expenditure  is,  as  a  rule,  greater,  since  the  effect  of 
the  first  few  degrees  of  elevation  of  temperature  and  of  super- 
heat is  by  far  the  most  effective  introduction  of  initial  con- 
densation ;  precisely  as  the  first  instant  of  that  condensation 
is  vastly  more  effective  in  production  of  waste  than  the  later 
period. 

Conclusions  of  Practical  Importance,  relative  to  the  theoreti- 
cal and  actual  value  and  promise  of  superheating,  may  be,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  writer,  definitely  stated  as  deductions  from  the 
preceding  compilation  of  facts  and  experimental  data,  from  the 
opinions  expressed  by  unquestionable  authorities,  regarding  the 
physics  and  the  engineering  side,  and  from  the  scientific  discus- 
sion of  the  thermodynamics  of  the  ideal  case  and  of  the  action 
of  the  fluid  in  the  heat  engine.  The  conclusions  of  the  writer 
are  the  following : 

1.  Superheated  steam,  as  hitherto  employed  in  the  steam 
engine,  has  absolutely  no  thermodynamic  value.  It  neither 
raises  the  upper  limit  of  temperature  nor  depresses  the  lower ; 
it  gives  no  increased  range  of  temperature  of  the  cycle;  the 
value  of  the  maximum  measure  of  ideal  efficiency,  {T,  —  T^/T,y 
is  in  no  manner  altered  by  its  introduction  into  the  system. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  evident,  from  a  study  of  the  physics 
and  thermodynamics  of  the  case,  that,  could  any  way  be  found 
of  practically  working  superheated  steam,  safely  and  with  econ- 
omy in  its  production,  it  would  permit  a  thermodynamic  gain 
only  limited  by  the  extent  to  which  the  range  T^  —  ST,  could 
be  thus  expanded.  It  would  further  permit  the  combination  of 
maximum  pressures  with  maximum  temperatures,  and  the  ad- 
justment of  the  one  to  the  other,  in  such  manner  as  to  enable 
the  engineer  to  secure  the  best  possible  combination  of  thermal 
and  dynamic  efficiencies,  and  the  highest  possible  net  total  effi- 
ciency of  fluid  and  of  machine  consistent  with  the  employment 
of  such  materials  in  construction  as  the  arts  of  the  time  may 
provide. 

2.  Superheating  has  for  its  sole  purpose  and  result,  in  the 
steam  engine  to-day,  the  extinction  or  reduction  of  the  internal 
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thermal  wastes  of  the  engine,  conseqaent  upon  the  phenomenon 
known  as  initial  or  "  cylinder  condensation."  Here  it  is  extra- 
ordinarily effective,  and  a  small  quantity  of  heat  expended  in 
superheating  the  entering  steam  effects  a  comparatively  large 
reduction  in  the  expenditure  of  steam  in  the  engine,  each 
thermal  unit  thus  employed  saving  several  thermal  units  other- 
wise wasted.  The  process  is  one,  mainly,  at  least,  of  prevention 
rather  than  of  cure  of  that  fault,  and  prevention  is,  as  usual, 
here  found  to  be  vastly  more  effective  than  attempted  cure. 

3.  Superheating  is  superior  to  any  other  known  means  of 
reduction  of.  internal  waste.  Jacketing  ordinarily  suppresses 
but  a  fraction  of  that  waste,  and  the  multiple- cylinder  engine 
has  also  its  limitations ;  while  superheating  may  not  only  ex- 
tinguish it  but  may  also  check  wastes  due  the  resistance  to 
flow  of  the  denser,  wet  steam  through  steam  and  exhaust  ports, 
and  may  sensibly  improve  the  vacuum  attainable  in  the  con- 
denser, with  corresponding  reduction  of  back  pressure,  of  the 
quantity  of  condensing  water  demanded,  and  of  the  load  on  the 
air  pump. 

Superheating  even  a  few  degrees  improves  considerably  the 
performance  of  the  engine,  and,  in  the  average  case,  superheat- 
ing one  hundred  degrees  Fahrenheit  will  entirely  extinguish  that 
waste. 

4.  The  hitherto  unconquered  obstructions  to  the  use  of  super- 
heated steam  in  the  engine  have  been  those  resulting  from 
destruction  of  packing  and  decomposition  of  lubricants,  with 
consequent  friction  and  "  cutting  "  of  the  rubbing  surfaces.  The 
introduction  of  metallic  packings  and  of  high- test  lubricants 
has  now  enormously  reduced  the  difficulties  of  application  of 
superheating.  No  trouble  need  now  be  found  at  the  engine  with 
sufficient  superheating,  under  usual  conditions  of  operation,  to 
annihilate  cylinder  condensation.  It  seems  not  at  all  improb- 
able that  even  this  limit  may  be,  ere  long,  safely,  and  perhaps 
even  largely,  overpassed,  with  resulting  improvement  of  ther- 
modynamic efficiency. 

5.  The  obstruction  at  the  boiler  has  been,  and  still  remains, 
difficulty  of  construction  of  a  superheater,  or  of  a  superheating 
system,  which  will  be  at  once  effective,  safe,  and  durable. 

The  comparatively  low  temperatures  at  which  modern  boilers 
discharge  their  gases  into  the  uptake,  while  reducing  these  diffi- 
culties largely,  introduces  the  complementary  one  of  increased 
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Decessary  area  of  superheating  surface,  and  consequent  Tolnme, 
weight,  and  cost  of  the  superheaters.  The  real  difficulty  is 
to-day  found  at  this  point,  and  the  production  of  a  superheater 
which  will  safely  withstand  the  effects  of  high  temperature  of 
flue  gases,  will  effectively  transfer  heat  from  gas  to  steam,  and 
will  have  a  satisfactorily  long  life,  still  challenges  the  engineer 
as  one  of  his  most  serious,  yet  attractive  and  important  prob- 
lems. The  gain  in  economy  of  fuel  exceeds  the  gain  in  steam 
consumption.  It  is  the  gain  at  the  furnace  and  in  cost  of  fuel, 
not  that  at  the  engine  in  steam  consumption,  which  measures 
its  importance. 

6.  The  more  wasteful  the  engine,  the  larger  the  promise  of 
gain  by  superheating,  and  small  engines  will  profit  by  it  more 
than  large,  slow  engines  more  than  fast,  and  simple  engines 
more  than  the  multiple-cylinder  systems,  which  latter  require 
such  auxiliaries  less  as  their  cascade  action  is  the  greater  and 
its  steps  more  numerous. 

7.  The  larger  the  waste  to  be  checked  in  the  engine,  the  far- 
ther should  the  superheating  be  carried.  That  degree  which 
would  serve  every  purpose  in  the  simple,  slow,  small  mill  engine 
would  be  entirely  too  high  for  safe  use,  and  quite  inexpedient, 
in  the  high-speed  compound  of  large  size,  while  that  which 
would  be  ample  for  the  latter  would  be  entirely  insufficient  for 
the  former. 

8.  The  extent  of  superheating  should  be  adjustable — not  only 
to  the  particular  size  and  type  of  engine  in  view,  but  also  in  the 
same  engine — to  the  extent  to  which  expansion  is  carried. 

That  degree  found  best  for  a  low  ratio  of  expansion  would 
prove  entirely  unequal  to  the  required  task  in  case  of  small  load 
and  short  cut-off,  although  the  to£al  heat  taken  up  from  the 
superheater  would  be  in  any  one  engine  fairly  constant. 

A  perfectly  satisfactory  system  of  superheating  should  be 
adjustable  in  this  respect  with  the  load  on  the  engine,  and  still 
free  from  danger  of  burning  out  at  light  loads,  while  giving  suit- 
able action  at  heavy  loads.  In  the  one  case  it  must  supply  a 
small  amount  of  highly  superheated  steam  ,to  the  engine,  in  the 
other  a  larger  quantity  with  less  superheat. 

This  presents  the  engineer  with  a  problem  not  yet  really 
attacked. 

9.  The  average  simple  engine  may  be  said,  under  such  condi- 
tions as  we  are  most  familiar  with,  to  demand  a  quantity  of  fuel 
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annually  about  equal  in  value  to  its  own  first  cost.  In  such 
cases  it  is  obvious  that  under  these  conditions,  and  with  the 
above  return  of  five  dollars  in  saving  to  each  dollar  paid  to  thus 
reduce  waste,  it  will  pay  to  annually  expend  the  full  equivalent 
of  the  interest  on  the  price  of  the  engine  in  maintaining  a  good 
superheating  system.  When,  however,  as  has  usually  hitherto 
happened,  this  account  includes  such  large  interest  and  wear- 
and-tear  accounts  as  cause  the  total  annual  expense  to  exceed 
this  financial  limit,  the  engineer  will  wisely  decline  to  thus 
invest  capital. 

The  Finance  of  the  Case  may  be  summaried  as  follows : 
Studying  the  results  of  experiments  to  date  determining  the 
magnitude  of  the  internal  wastes  which  superheating  is  expected 
to  reduce,  we  shall  find  that  the  following  may  be  taken  as, 
roughly,  the  measure  of  those  wastes,  the  relative  quantities  of 
heat  gained  by  complete  extinction  and  expended  in  the  work, 
and  the  extent  of  the  necessary  superheat : 

Gain  bt  Superheating. 


BNoim. 


Simple  . . . 
Compoond 
Triple  . . . . 


Steam  pres- 

sare,  poanda 

per  Boaare 


50  to  100 

75  to  125 

125  to  180 


Percentage 
steam  con- 
densed, with- 
oat  super- 
heating. 


50  to  80 
80  to  20 
20  to  10 


Relative  heat 
lost  by  con- 
densation and 
expended  by 
superheating. 


5tol 
8tol 
2tol 


Begrees 

PUir. 

superheat. 


100 
75 
50 


The  gain  secured  actually  ranges  from  ten  to  fifty  per  cent., 
averaging  about  twenty-five  per  cent 

10,  Given  a  safe  and  durable  and  efficient  superheater,  and 
the  engineer  will  have  the  power  to  adjust  his  temperatures  and 
pressures  of  working  fluid  to  any  limit  that  may  be  set  by  the 
character  of  his  materials  in  boiler  and  engine,  and  to  secure  the 
best  adjustment  of  the  thermal  to  the  dynamic  limit 

In  other  words,  he  may  produce  a  working  fluid  having  at 
once  the  high  temperature  and  wide  range  of  adiabatic  expan- 
sion requisite  for  maximum  thermodynamic  efficiency,  and  the 
high  initial  and  mean  effective  pressures  needed  to  insure  maxi- 
mum dynamic  efficiency  or  efficiency  of  the  mechanism  of  the 
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engine;  the  two  combined  thus  giving  the  maximum  total 
efficiency  obtainable  by  any  means  whatever.  The  high  thermo- 
dynamic efficiency  of  the  gas  engine  and  the  peculiarly  high 
"efficiency  of  machine"  characteristic  of  the  steam  engine 
would  be  both  secured,  and  the  steam  engine  once  more  placed 
beyond  rivalry  among  all  the  heat  engines. 

11.  This  is,  today,  the  greatest  of  all  the  problems  presented 
the  designing  and  constructing  engineer,  with  the  possible  ex- 
ception of  that  of  finding  a  system  of  effectually  rendering  the 
interior  of  the  working  cylinder  non-conducting,  in  such  manner 
as  to  entirely  prevent  the  occurrence  of  initial  condensation, 
thus  conforming  the  "  ideal  case  "  to  the  real,  and  making  the 
steam  engine  a  purely  thermodynamic  machine.^ 

DISCUSSION. 

Mr.  George  I.  Rockwood, — I  agree  with  the  author  that  super- 
heating is  a  very  important  subject  for  discussion,  as  it  presents 
the  only  unexplored  field  of  experiment  and  investigation  left 
in  connection  with  the  steam  engine. 

I  feel  quite  confident  that  a  successful  direct  superheating 
apparatus  never  will  be  obtained.  By  direct,  I  mean  an  appa- 
ratus which  brings  high-pressure  steam  into  contact  with  one 
side  of  metal  highly  heated  by  waste  gases  on  its  other  side. 
It  will  always  be  dangerous  to  use  such  an  apparatus,  and 
moreover,  it  is  not  necessarily  economy  to  use  this  class  of 
heater.  The  waste  gases  may  be  less  dangerously  employed  in 
heating  either  the  air  for  combustion  or  the  feed  water.  It  is 
quite  possible  to  superheat  the  steam  in  the  usual  way  of  heat- 
ing the  feed  water ;  that  is,  by  carrying  steam  of  a  higher  tem- 
perature and  pressure  inside  the  tubes  of  a  tubular  heater  and 
causing  the  live  steam  to  pass  around  these  tubes  on  its  way  to 
the  engine.  By  placing  such  a  heater  above  the  boiler,  gravity 
will  return  the  drips  without  the  aid  of  traps  This  method  of 
superheating  has  been  extensively  applied  in  compound  engines 
to  the  steam  exhausted  from  the  high-pressure  cylinder  on  its 
way  to  the  low-pressure  cylinder.  I  have  obtained  a  superheat 
of  forty  degrees  above  the  temperature  normal  to  the  pressure 
in  the  receiver  with  one-half  of  a  square  foot  of  brass  tubing  to 


♦  "The  Final  Improvement  of  the  Steam  Engine  ;"  R.  H.  Thurston ;  Tyraru- 
actions  United  States  Naval  Institute,  1891  ;  Sibley  Journal  of  Engineering,  1898. 
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the  horse-power,  and  I  understand  Mr.  E.  D/  Leavitt  has 
obtained  a  superheat  of  one  hundred  degrees  bj  using,  if  I 
recollect  rightly,  nearly  two  square  feet  of  surface  to  the  horse- 
power. 

Prof.  jB.  H.  Thurston, — I  think  Mr.  Rockwood  entirely  right. 
This  particular  method  is  referred  to  in  the  text  under  the  head 
"  reheating." 
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DCXC.» 

EXPERIMENTS   WITH  AUTOMATIC   MECHANICAL 

STOKERS. 

BT  J.   M.  WHITBAM,  PHILADSLPHIA,  PA. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

Stokers  in  General. — ^The  recognized  advantages  of  mechanical 
stoking  are : 

1.  Adaptability  to  the  burning  of  the  cheapest  grades  of  fneL 

2.  A  40  per  cent,  labor  saving  in  plants  of  500  or  more  horse- 
power when  provided  with  coal-handling  machinery. 

3.  Economy  in  combustion,  even  under  forced  firing,  with 
proper  management. 

4  Cbnstancy  and  uniformity  of  furnace  conditions,  the  fires 
being  clean  at  all  times,  and  responding  to  sudden  demands 
made  for  power.    This  should  result  in  prolonged  life  of  boilers. 

5.  Smokelessness. 

The  disadvantages  are  : 

1.  High  first  cost,  varying  from  $26  to  $40  per  square  foot 
of  grate  area. 

2.  High  cost  of  repairs  per  annum,  which,  with  some  stokers, 
is  as  much  as  $5  per  square  foot. 

3.  The  dependence  of  the  power  plant  upon  the  stoker  engine's 
workings. 

4.  Steam  cost  of  running  the  stoker  engine,  which  is  from  j  to 
g  of  1  per  cent,  of  the  steam  generated.  This  is  about  $50  a 
year  on  a  10-hour  basis  for  1,000  horse-power  when  fuel  is  $2 
a  ton. 

5.  Cost  of  steam  used  for  a  steam  blast,  or  for  driving  a  fan 
blast,  whenever  either  is  used.  This,  for  a  steam  blast,  is  from 
6  to  11  per  cent  of  the  steam  generated  by  the  boilers,  and 
from  3  to  5  per  cent,  for  a  fan  blast.     This  amounts  to  abont 


♦Presented  at  the  St.  Louis  meeting  (May,  1896)  of  the  American  Society  of 
Mechanical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the  T^ansaetiara. 
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$1,000  a  year  for  a  steam  blast,  and  $500  a  year  in  fuel  for  a  fan 
blast,  for  a  1,000  horse-power  plant  on  a  10-hour  basis,  when 
fuel  is  $2  a  ton. 

6.  Skill  required  in  operating  the  stoker.     Careless  manage- 


FiG.  120. — Wilkinson  Stoker  for  a  Return  Tubular  Boileh. 

ment  causes  either  loss  of  fuel  in  the  ash,  or  loss  due  to  poor 
combustion  when  the  coal  is  too  soop  burned  out  on  the  grate, 
thus  permitting  cold  air  to  freely  pass  through  the  ash. 

7.  The  stoker  is  a  machine  subject  to  a  severe  service,  and, 
like  any  other  machine,  wears  out  and  requires  constant  atten- 
tion. 

This  paper  is  intended  to  show  the  performances  of  the 
Wilkinson  stoker,  and  the  use  of  steam  in  combustion ;  the 
operation  of  tlie  Coxe  stoker  using  a  graduated  fan  blast,  and  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


EXPERIMENTS  WITH  AUTOMATIC  MECHANICAL  STOKERS.      561 

the  Babcock  &  Wilcox  stoker  under  a  strong  natural  draught. 
The  Coxe  is  designed  for  use  with  buckwheat  and  rice  grades 
of.  anthracite  coal,  the  Wilkinson  stoker  is  adapted  to  both 
anthracite  and  bituminous  coal,  while  the  Babcock  &  Wilcox 
stoker  is  used  only  with  bituminous  coal. 


THE  WILKINSON  STOKER. 

Oeneral  Description, — This  stoker  is  shown  in  front  elevation 
in  Fig.  119,  in  longitudinal  section  in  Pig.  120,  while  Fig.  121  is 
a  cut  of  its  grate  bar.    The  stoker  consists  of  hollow  bars,  set 


Fio.  121. — Bar  of  the  WnjmvsoN  Stokbb. 

at  an  angle  of  about  25  degrees  with  the  horizontal,  with  open 
ends.  The  top  of  the  bars  is  stepped,  and  tuyere-shaped  open- 
ings, about  ^  X  3  inches,  are  provided  in  each  riser. 

The  bars  are  carried,  at  their  ends,  on  hollow  boxes.  The 
lower  box,  or  bearing  bar,  has  finger  grates,  about  15  inches 
long,  secured  to  its  rear  face.  The  bars  are  4  inch  centres,  so 
that,  practically,  the  air  openings  are  restricted  to  the  risers, 
already  noted.  Adjacent  bars  move  in  opposite  directions  by  a 
system  of  toggles  controlled  by  a  compound  spur  gearing,  which 
is  driven  by  the  stoker  engine. 

The  feeding  is  accomplished  by  the  motion  of  the  grates,  no 
feed  roll  or  pusher  being  required.  The  wedge-shaped  gate, 
shown  at  A  in  Fig.  120,  is  removable,  thus  affording  access  to  the 
grate  when  desired.     A  small  observation  door  is  provided  near 
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each  end  of  the  hopper,  through  which  a  slice  bar  may  be 
passed  to  cut  away  any  side-wall  deposit 

Steam  jets  at  the  open  upper  end  of  each  bar  force  into  the 
fire  the  air  needed  for  combustion.  There  is  one  jet  to  each 
bar,  having  an  opening  of  about  ^  inch  (see  B,  Fig.  120). 

This  stoker  is  specially  well  adapted  to  the  burning  of  small 
sizes  of  anthracite  coal,  and  is  also  used  with  bituminous 
coaL 

Stoker  Trials. — Thirteen  trials  of  this  stoker,  with  various 
anthracite  coals  and  various  boilers,  have  their  results  sum- 
marized in  Sheet  No.  1  The  trials  were  conducted  in  accord- 
ance with  the  methods  advised  by  this  Society. 

Trials  252,  253,  254,  and  239  were  made  with  rice  coal,  while 
the  remaining  ones  were  with  buckwheat. 

The  commercud  residlx  are  given  in  line  59,  while  lines  55  and 
56 .J  show  the  manner  in  which  the  boilers  were  forced.  The 
results  are  all  good,  and  indicate  that  this  stoker  is  nearly  as 
economical  when  working  with  forced  as  with  gentle  fires.  The 
range  of  the  rate  of  combustion  varied  from  14.8  to  45  4  pounds 
of  dry  coal  an  hour  per  square  foot  of  grate. 

Effects  of  Steam  on  Combustion. — Steam  in  passing  through  a 
bed  of  burning  coal  must  extinguish  the  fire  or  become  decom- 
posed. The  steam,  in  practice,  acts  upon  the  coal  as  in  a  gas 
producer,  and  the  combustion  chamber  is  filled  with  burning 
gases.  With  natural  draught  and  anthracite  coal  the  flame  is 
seldom  longer  than  from  8  inches  to  36  inches,  yet  a  steam  blast 
will  make  a  flame  40  feet  long  if  permitted  to  do  so.  The  effect 
of  the  steam,  then,  is  to  gasify  the  coal.  This  results  in  a  more 
uniform  distribution  of  the  effective  heating  surface  of  the 
boiler,  reduces  local  injury,  gives  a  more  uniform  expansion  to 
the  parts  of  the  boiler,  but  is  apt,  if  not  properly  controlled,  to 
cause  a  loss  of  heat  in  the  stack. 

Steam  prevents  the  formation  of  clinkers,  thus  prolonging  the 
life  of  the  bars  and  furnace  linings. 

Steam  Used  hy  the  Wilkinson  Stokers — ^While  conducting  trials 
253,  254,  290  and  291,  separate  trials  were  made  on  an  auxiliary 
boiler  supplying  the  steam  jets  and  the  stoker  engine.  The 
exhaust  from  the  stoker  engine  was  condensed,  so  that  the 
amount  strictly  chargeable  to  the  jets  would  be  known. 

Thus  in  trial  253  we  have,  when  burning  Lykens  Valley  rice 
coal : 


Digitized  by 


Google 


EXPEBIMENTS  WITH  AUTOMATIC  MECHANICAL  STOKERS.      568 

Line  56.  Ev^pomtive  hone-power  developed  bj  boilers 691 

Boiler  horse-power  used  by  stoker  engine 1.42 

Boiler  horse-power  used  by  stoker  jets 78.21 — 74.63 

Line  56,  corrected.     Available  boiler  horse-power 616.87 

Per  cent,  of  power  developed  used  to  operate  stoker  engine. . . .      0.21 
Per  cent,  of  power  developed  used  to  operate  ntoker  jets 10.59 

Per  cent,  of  power  developed  used  to  operate  the  stoker 10.80 

Line  49,  corrected.     Evaporation,  212"  F.,  per  pound  of  dry  coal 8.21  lbs. 

**    50,  **  Evaporation,  212°  P.,  per  pound  of  combustible. .  9.84  *' 

**    59.  **  Dry  coal  burned  per  hour  per  available  boiler 

horse-power  developed 4.21  " 

In  trial  254  air  was  supplied  by  a  fan  driven  by  a  small  slide- 
valve  engine.  The  air  was  led  to  the  hollow  posts  carrying  the 
front  bearing  bar  or  box,  from  whence  it  entered  the  hollow 
grate  bars  and  passed  into  the  fire.  The  open  ends  of  the  grate 
bars  were  closed,  the  steam  jets  being  removed.  Clinker  forma- 
tion was  prevented  by  turning  the  fan  engine's  exhaust  into  the 
air  conduit,  and  also  by  bleeding  so  much  live  steam  into  the 
bars  as  was  necessary  to  protect  them.  Burning  Lykens  Valley 
rice  coal,  we  found  : 

Line  56.  Boiler  horse-power  developed 410.5 

Boiler  horse-power  used  by  fan  engine 18. 15 

Boiler    horse-power  as  live   steam  bled   into  grates  to 

prevent  injary  to  them 28.1 

Boiler  horse-power  used  to  drive  stoker  engine 1.08 — 87.28 

Line  56,  corrected.     Available  boiler  horse-power  remaining 878.22 

Per  cent,  of  power  developed  used  to  operate  fan  engine 3.21 

Per  cent,  of  power  developed  uf*ed  for  protecting  the  grate  bars      5.62 
Per  cent,  of  power  developed  used  to  drive  stoker  engine 0.25 

Per  cent,  of  power  developed  used  to  drive  fan,  stoker,  etc 9.08 

Engine  horse-power  developed  by  the  fan  engine 5.02 

Steam  consumption  of  fan  engine,  in  pounds  of  wa^er,  212^ 

F.,  per  engine  horse-power  developed 76.6    lbs. 

Line  49,  corrected.     Evaporation,  212"  F.,  per  pound  of  dry  coal. . .        9.09    ** 
*•     50,  **  Evaporation,  212°  F.,  per  pound  of  combustible.     10.88    '* 

Comparing  these  two  tests,  we  see  that  about  the  same  per- 
centage of  the  steam  generated  was  required  when  running  with 
the  fan  as  when  using  the  steam  blast,  while  this  stoker  can  be 
pushed  harder  with  the  steam  blast. 
87 
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If  no  live  steam  had  been  used  to  prevent  clinker  formation  on 
test  254,  then  we  should  have  been  able  to  compare  the  steam 
and  fan  blasts  as  follows : 

Tf^m.  Steam  Blast       Flta  BUit 

*^™'-  Test  258.  Test  «M. 

Percentage  of  boiler  capacity  required  to  operate  the 

stoker  engine 0.21  0.25 

Percentage  reqaired  for  the  steam  blast 10.59  

Percentage  reqaired  for  the  fan  engine ....  8.21 

Total  10.80  8.46 

Relative  amounts,  about 100  33i 

Tn  trials  290  and  291  the  steam  consumption  was  found  to  be 
as  follows,  the  stokers  operating  in  the  usual  manner  with  steam 
blasts,  burning  Philadelphia  &  Beading  Coal  Co.'s  buckwheat 
coal; 

KiKD  OF  Test. 

Items.                                                          Test  890.  Test  291. 

Bconomy.      Cap«city. 

Number  of  boilers  tested  and  run  by  stoker  engine 2  1 

Line  51.    Pounds  dry  coal  burned  an  hour  per  square  foot  of 

grate 82.5  46.4 

Line  56.   Boiler  borse-power  developed 840.4  653.1 

Boiler  horse-power  used  by  stoker  engine 2.2  2.8 

Boiler  hor^e-power  Ui<ed  by  stoker  jets 63.6  54.0 

Total  boiler  horse-power  used  by  stoker 65.8  56.3 

Line  56,  corrected.     Available  boiler  horse-power  remaining.       774.6  496.8 

Percentage  of  boUer  power  used  by  stoker  engine. .  0.26  0.49 

Percentage  of  boiler  power  used  by  stoker  jets 7.57  9.76 

Percentage  of  boiler  power  used  by  stoker 7.88  10.18 

Line  49,  corrected.     Evaporation,  212*"  Fahr.,  per  pound  of 

dry  coal,  pounds 9.12  8.88 

'*    50,  corrected.     Evaporation,  212*  Fahr.,  per  pound  of 

combustible,  pounds 11.82  10.50 

**    69,  corrected.      Pounds  dry  coal  burned  an  bour  per 

available  boiler  horse-power  developed 8.78  4.11 

It  is  therefore  evident  that  this  stoker  uses  from  7.8  to  10.8 
per  cent,  of  the  total  steam  generated,  when  the  boiler  is  driTen 
from  12  to  60  per  cent,  above  its  rating,  providing  the  rate  of 
combustion  is  from  20  to  45  pounds  of  dry  buckwheat  an  hour 
per  square  foot  of  grate.  An  inspection  of  Sheet  No.  1  shows 
that  this  stoker  is  largely  independent  of  the  natural  chimney 
draught.  A  steam  or  fan  blast  develops  its  own  furnace  draught 
(which  is  that  useful  for  combustion),  and  the  chimney  draught  is 
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useful  only  in  carrying  the  gases  away  from  the  furnace.  If  the 
chimney  draught  is  inadequate  for  this  light  duty,  then  the  blast 
comes  to  the  rescue  and  pushes  the  gases  away.  In  this  latter 
case  there  is  a  positive  pressure  in  the  furnace. 

Possible  Bates  of  Conibiistion  — The  following  table  is  a  summary 
of  independent  investigations  made  by  the  writer  to  determine 
the  range  of  combustion  possible  with  the  Wilkinson  stoker. 
The  first,  second,  third,  and  fifth  columns  are  the  results  of 
direct  measurements,  the  remaining  columns  being  deduced 
from  them. 

Tablb  showing  the  Performance  of  the  Wilkinson  Steam  Blast. 
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86 

.... 

1.590 
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46.4 

111 

125 

-1J.2 

These  results  are  shown  graphically  in  Fig.  122.  Thus  there 
is  an  excess  supply  of  air  up  to  a  combustion  of  30  pounds  of 
dry  coal  an  hour  per  square  foot  of  grate.  This  is  the  critical 
point  in  the  diagram.  By  referring  to  Sheet  No.  1,  trial  291,  we 
see  that  there  was  an  almost  perfect  evaporative  efficiency  when 
burning  46.4  pounds  of  dry  coal  an  hour  per  square  foot  of  grate, 
while  the  diagram.  Fig.  122,  and  the  above  table  show  that  there 
must  have  been  an  11.2  per  cent,  deficiency  in  the  air  supply. 

Such  a  deficiency  in  air  supply  would  seriously  impair  the 
efficiency  of  most  furnaces,  but  is  no  serious  drawback  with  this 
stoker,  on  account  of  the  thorough  diffusion  of  the  air  through 
the  entire  bed  of  coals.     We  may  now  state  that  this  stoker  has 
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Fig.  122 

a  range  of  combustion  up  to  45  pounds  of  dry  coal  an  hour  per 
square  foot  of  grate. 

It  is  common  knowledge  that  ordinary  furnaces,  run  with 
natural  draught,  use  about  100  per  cent  excess  air  for  dilution, 
and  that  blasts  in  general  use  50  per  cent,  excess.  The  following 
table  shows  that  a  10  per  cent  deficiency  of  air  supply  gives  a 
boiler  nearly  the  same  theoretic  absorbing  efficiency  as  a  lOO 
per  cent,  excess  supply.  The  table  is  based  upon  the  burning 
of  one  pound  of  pure  carbon.     It  shows  the  approximate  flame 
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temperatures,  heat  units  developed,  and  units  absorbed  by  the 
boiler  when  the  external  air  is  at  70  degrees  Fahr.,  and  the 
stack  gases  are  at  525  degrees. 


The  Burning  of  One  Pound  op  Pure  Carbon. 

Szce88  or  Deflciency 

Temperature  of  the 

Heat  Units 

Heat  Units 

of  Air  Supplied. 
Per  cent. 

Flame. 

Developed. 

Absorbed. 

-  50 

2,662 

4,555 

8,600 

-  40 

3,849 

6,462 

5,515 

-  80 

4,055 

8.490 

7,480 

-  20 

4.840 

10.481 

9,845 

-  10 

4.610 

12,490 

11.260 

0 

4.877 

14.500 

13.175 

10 

4,477 

14,500 

18,050 

20 

4.110 

14,500 

12.925 

80 

8,810 

14,500 

12,800 

40 

8.555 

14,500 

12,675 

50 

8.854 

14.500 

12,550 

60 

8,140 

14.500 

12.426 

70 

2.955 

14,500 

12,300 

80 

2.800 

14.500 

12,175 

90 

2.665 

14,500 

12.050 

100 

2,540 

14,500 

11.925 

Qvantity  of  Steam  Used  by  Other  Forms  of  Steam  Blasts, — In 
order  to  compare  the  steam  used  by  the  Wilkinson  stoker's 
blast,  burning  buckwheat  coal,  with  the  consumption  of  other 
types  of  steam  blowers,  some  experiments,  by  the  writer,  are 
given  in  the  following  Table  of  Data  of  Tests.  The  table  repre- 
sents results  of  experiments  with  the  McClave,  Young,  and 
Eynon-Korting  steam  blowers,  which  results  are  also  plotted  on 
Fig.  123.  They  were  made  with  grates  having  about  11  per  cent 
air  openings. 

The  McClave  argand  blower  had  18  ^-inch  jets,  spaced  1.2- 
inch  centres.  The  Young  blower  had  20  /^inch  jet  openings, 
spaced  l|-inch  centres.  The  No.  5  Eynon-Korting  blower  had 
one  |-inch  orifice. 

The  diagram.  Fig.  123,  shows  that,  with  moderate  firing,  the 
Korting  will  discharge  more  air  per  hour  per  boiler  horse- 
power expended  on  the  blower  than  will  the  McClave,  but  that 
the  latter  has  an  economic  advantage  when  the  fires  are  forced. 
It  also  shows  a  general  superiority  of  the  McClave  over  the 
Young  blower. 

The  "  Summary  of  Steam  Used  to  Operate  the  McClave  and 
Young  Steam  Blowers  "  (see  p.  569)  exhibits  the  performances  of 
these  blowers  for  grates,  fuel,  steam  consumption,  etc.,  as  noted. 
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SUMMAKT    OF    STEAM    UsED    TO    OPERATE    THE    McCLAYE    AND    TOUNG 

Steam  Blowers. 
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1    1       r 

70.3   0.59,    0    0.30.0.89 

«w 

'» 

Economy 

250 

270.0 

" 

2  18  9     7.0 

17.fti26.4 

11 

17.8    0.2410.10  0  800.64 

308 

B'kw't. 

Capacity 

230 

874.2 

" 

8  40.1    10.8 

27.829.1 
16.7  28.7 

11 

67.1    0.61  0.08  0.88|0.94 

ar)4 

** 

Economy 

250 

272.2 

'* 

212.6,    4.6 

11 

9.8   0.16  0.18  0.8110.49 
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»• 
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•' 
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81.4  29.5 
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5M.4    0.670.04  0.33  1.00 

8(W 

»t 
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McClave. 

1  10  2     6.7 

16.4  25.6 

11 

87.4  10. .3010  11  0.22  0.54 

807 

" 
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150 

209.4 

119.4'    9.8 

26.1127.1 

11  jl08.4    0.73  0.08  0.23  0.96 

Combining  the  main  features  of  this  table  with  similar  results 
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obtained  for  the  Wilkinson  steam  jets,  we  have  the  following 
table  : 

Consumption  op  Steam  Blasts  Compared. 


Per  cent,  of  total 

Boiler 

Name  of 

Per  cent,  of 

air  openingB 

in  grate. 

Pounds  of  diy  coal 
burned  an  hour 

in  the  boilers  that 

test 
namber. 

Coal. 

blower. 

per  eq.  ft.  of 
grate. 

is  required  to 
operate  the  steam 

blasts. 

801 

Rice. 

Young. 

25.8 

11.1 

802 

It 

11 

17.9 

7.0 

268 

t< 

Wilkinson. 

27.0 

10.8 

803 

Buckwheat. 

Young. 

27.8 

10.8 

804 

(( 

i€     ° 

16.7 

4.6 

805 

<( 

It 

81.4 

8.9 

806 

II 

McClavc. 

16.4 

6.7 

807 

»i 

*• 

26.1 

9.8 

290 

•« 

Wilkinson. 

82.5 

7.8 

291 

<i 

" 

45.4 

10.2 

This  table  shows  that  the  Wilkinson  stoker  requires  for  oper- 
ating its  steam  blast  about  the  same  quantity  of  steam  as  the 
other  blowers.  It  should,  however,  be  noted,  in  justice  to  the 
other  blowers  (as  is  seen  bj  comparing  tests  303  and  305  in  this 
table),  that  the  10.8  per  cent,  steam  consumption,  with  1 1  per 
cent,  air  openings  in  grate,  dropped  to  8.9  per  cent,  when  the 
grate  bars  were  changed  so  that  the  air  area  was  26  per  cent 
This  indicates  that  the  steam  consumption  decreases  as  the 
percentage  of  air  openings  in  the  grate  increases. 

Summary  Begarding  the  Wilkinson  Stoker. — 1.  Small  grades  of 
anthracite  coal  pack  closely  upon  the  grate,  and  offer  muoh 
resistance  to  the  introduction  of  the  air  supply.  They  require 
a  strong  blast. 

2.  With  the  same  draught,  natural  or  otherwise,  the  rates  of 
combustion  and  costs  of  small  grades  of  anthracite  coal  are 
about  as  follows : 

Relattyb  Rates  of  Combustion  and  Costs  of  Small  Sizes  of  Anthba- 

CiTE  Ck)AL8. 


Size  of  coal  (round  holes,  punched  plates). 

Belative 
rates  of 
combustion 
for  same 
draught. 

Grade. 

At  mine. 

On  cars, 
Philadelphia. 

Pea   

Buckwheat. . 
Rice 

Through  I  inch  and  over  ^  inch 

..         ^,^        tt      ,.         ^      .« 

100 
70 

100 
57 
87 

100 
72 
61 
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3.  A  steam  blast,  in  general,  will  use  from  5  to  11  per  cent, 
of  the  steam  generated  in  the  boiler.  The  Wilkinson  stoker 
blast  is  no  exception. 

4.  The  efficiency  of  the  Wilkinson  steam  blast  is  less  than 
that  of  the  other  forms  of  steam  blowers  noticed  in  this  paper ; 
yet,  for  a  given  combustion  rate,  no  more  steam  is  used,  because 
this  stoker  has  a  more  perfect  diffusion  of  the  air  through  the 
fire  than  is  possible  with  flat  grates,  and  can  secure  a  good 
evaporation  with  less  air  for  dilution  than  can  any  other  sys- 
tem of  burning  coal  known  to  the  writer. 

5.  Most  anthracite  coals  of  inferior  sizes  clinker  badly  if  the 
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Pig.  124. 

fire  is  forced.  Such  clinkers  freeze  to  the  sides  of  the  furnace 
and  to  the  grates.  This  is  specially  true  for  fan  blasts.  But 
the  effect  of  a  steam  blast  is  to  chill  the  grates  and  non-com- 
bustible material  against  them,  so  that  a  clinker  cannot  form. 
The  result  is  a  prolonged  life  of  bars  and  furnace  linings. 

6.  In  plants  subject  to  extreme  fluctuations  in  power  demands, 
the  bars  of  this  stoker  are  subject  to  a  severe  service.  When 
an  intensely  active  combustion  has  been  required  for  a  time  and 
the  demand  ceases,  the  steam  jets  are  shut  off  and  the  fire  is,  as 
it  were,  banked  until  the  demand  is  resumed.  In  this  case  no 
air  or  steam,  practically  speaking,  is  given  to  protect  the  bars, 
and  the  white-hot  coal  against  them  may  cause  damage. 
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THE  COXE   STOKEB. 

General  Description. — Fig.  124  is  a  longitudinal  view  of  this 
stoker.  It  consists  of  a  travelling  chain  grate  with  a  fire  on  its 
upper  surface.  The  coal  is  fed  by  the  motion  of  the  grate  at 
the  front.  There  are  four  blast  compartments,  A^  By  C,  and  D, 
under  the  fire,  connected  by  dampers  or  registers,  so  that  the 
intensity  of  the  fan  blast  may  be  varied  in  each  compartment 
Compartment  A  receives  a  gentle  blast  to  ignite  the  coaL  The 
ignited  coal  receives  a  heavy  blast  over  compartment  B,  which 
bums  out  the  volatile  gases  and  partiaUy  bums  the  fixed  car- 
bon. Over  C  the  coal  is  nearly  burned  out,  while  a  gentle 
blast  at  D  reduces  the  fuel  to  ash. 

The  trials  named  in  Sheet  No.  4  were  in  one  of  two  double- 
deck  Babcock  &  Wilcox  boilers,  375  horse-power  each, 
equipped  with  the  Coxe  stokers.     The  general  dimensions  were : 

Sixe  of  bed  of  fire 7  feet  8  incbes  x  9  feet  6  incbes. 

Grate  area 68.9  square  feet. 

Air  openings  in  grate 18.8  per  cent. 

Air  openings,  widtb i^  incb. 

One  80-inch  Sturdevant  fan  blower  to  eacb  stoker. 
One  7^  X  7  incb,  890  revolotions,  25  horse-power  Westingboafe  stand- 
ard engine  for  two  stokers  and  iwo  fans. 

The  sides  of  the  furnace  are  protected  by  wrought-iron  water 
backs,  D-shaped  in  cross-section,  along  the  flat  of  which  the 
coal  is  dragged,  and  through  which  water  circulates  under  a 
slight  pressure.  On  the  trials  the  water  was  discharged  into  a 
tank  and  used  as  a  boiler  feed.  The  extent  of  the  heating  of 
the  water  depends  upon  the  quantity  supplied. 

Trials  of  the  Coxe  Stoker. — These  were  conducted  in  accord- 
ance with  the  methods  advised  by  this  Society,  on  one  boiler 
and  one  stoker.  Trials  332  and  333  were  made  with  buckwheat 
coal  furnished  by  the  P.  &  R  C.  &  I.  Co.  Analyses  of  the  buck- 
wheat coal  were  made  by  Mr.  John  R  Wagner,  with  following 
results : 

Buckwheat  Coal  AnalysfS :  T^i^m.  Test  888. 

Moisture  in  coal  sample 2.0*3  p.  c.  2.42  p.  c. 

Volatile  combostible  matter 4.45  p.  c.  4.96  p.  e. 

Fixed  carbon 79.28  p.  c  76.18  p.  c 

Ash  14.25p.c.  16.45p.a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BXPEKIMENTS  WITH  AUTOMATIC  MECHANICAL  STOKEBS.      578 


Ash  Analyses:  T^tm 

Moisturt  Id  sample 0.02  p.  c. 

Volatile  combustible  matter .' 0.05  p.  c. 

Fixed  carbon 18.18  p.  c. 

Ash 81.20  p.  c. 

Slate  Test  of  Coal  .• 

Pure  coal    87.63  p.  c. 

Slate  and  bone.  12.46  p.  c. 

Sizing  Tests  (round  holes,  punched  plates): 

Chestnut  size,  through  1^  inches  and  over  i  inch.  •  •  •    Q.82  p.  c. 

Pea  size,  through  {  inch  and  over  ^  inch 19.86  p.  c. 

Buckwheat  size,  through  i\  inch  and  over  }  inch. . . .  61.09  p.  e. 

Rice  size,  throu^^h  }  inch  and  over  ^  inch 16.98  p.  o. 

Barley  size,  through  -^  inch  and  over  A  inch. 0.68  p.  c 

Culm  pize,  through  ^f  inch ...   0.64  p.  c. 


Boiler 

Test888 

0.02  p. 

c. 

0.18  p. 

c. 

12.00  p. 

c. 

87.86  p. 

c. 

84.86  p. 

c. 

15.6a  p. 

c. 

10.04  p.  c 
73.86  p.  c. 
16.26  p.  c 

0.80  p.  c. 

0.68  p.  c. 


Analyses  of  the  flue  gases  were  not  made  for  these  tests,  but 
the  results  were  probably  similar  to  the  tests  made  two  days 
earlier,  when  the  same  coal  was  burned  with  the  stoker  driven 
about  as  in  tests  332  and  333.  These  analyses  were  also  made 
by  Mr.  Wagner,  and  were : 


Gas  Analyses,  Bailer  Trial  328 : 

Free 
Oxygen. 

6.2  p.  C. 

6.9  p.  c. 

1.5  p.  c. 

1.9  p.  c. 

4.8  p.  c. 

7.4  p.  c. 

8.1  p.  c. 

4.1  p.  c. 


Average,  15.1  p.  c.  4.3  p. 

Sum.  19.4  p.  c. 


Carbonic 

Acid  Gas. 

18.4  p. 

c. 

12.7  p. 

c. 

17.5  p. 

c. 

17.4  p. 

c. 

15.8  p. 

c. 

12.2  p. 

c. 

16.4  p. 

c. 

15.6  p. 

c. 

Oas  Analyses,  Boiler  IVicU  J 


Cai-bonic 
Acid  Oas. 

12.8  p.  C. 
13.2  p.  c. 

13.0  p.  c. 

13.1  p.  c. 
13.7  p.  c. 
12.7  p.  c. 

12.9  p.  c. 
12.7  p.  c. 

12.2  p.  c. 

13.3  p.  c. 
12.7  p.  c. 

Average,  12.9  p.  c. 


Free 
Oxygen. 

7.1  p.  c 

6.7  p.  c. 

6.8  p.  c. 
6.8  p.  c. 

6.8  p.  c. 

7.2  p.  c. 
7.1  p.  c. 

7.0  p.  c. 

7.1  p.  r. 

6.3  p.  c. 
7.1  p.  c. 

6.9  p.  c. 


Sum,  19.8  p,  c 


The  operations  of  the  stoker  were  as  follows  : 

m-j-i                                                                                             Speed  of  ThicknesB  of 

yjQ                                                                                                grate  fire  on  grate 

per  hour.  in  front. 

882 :       541n.  10  in. 

333 lOOiD.  lOin. 

334 80iD.  lOin. 
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The  blast  pressures  and  draught  conditions  were  as  follows, 
in  inches  of  water : 


Draught  Conditions  of  thb  Coxb  Stokkr  Tuiaia, 


Itkms. 


Pressure  in  igniting  compartment  A  (Fig.  134) 
"        •*  burning            *'            B         **      , 
**        **  burning-down  compan'nt  C  (Fig.  124) 
'*        •*  burning-out              **              I)     ** 
*'       of  blast  of  air,  average 

Vacuum  in  furnace 

Total  furnace  draught 

Vacuum  in  stack  flue 

Total  drauffht 

Pounds  of  dry  coal  an  hour  per  sq.  ft.  of  grate 


Buckwheat 

Buckwheat 

COftl, 

coal. 

Te0t882. 

Test  an. 

0.14  in. 

0.25  in. 

0.81  in. 

0.56  in. 

0.24  in. 

0.49  in. 

0.17  in. 

0.42  in. 

0.24  in. 

0.48  in. 

0.10  in. 

0.15  in. 

0.84  in. 

0.58  in. 

0.18  in. 

0.40  in. 

0.87  in. 

0.88  in. 

19.8 

82.9 

Rice  coal, 
TMtSIM. 


0.44  in. 
0.89  in. 
0.73  in. 
0.67  in. 
0.68  in. 
0.24  in. 
0.92  in. 
0.58  in. 
1.26  in. 
28.0 


The  engine  horsepower  used  to  run  the  stoker  and  its  fan 
blast  varied  with  the  manner  of  operating  the  stokers,  but  aver- 
aged about  10.8  horse -power.  This,  for  a  Westinghouse  engine 
7^  X  7  inches,  must  have  called  for  about  20  boiler  horse-power. 
In  this  event,  the  boiler  developing  about  500  horse-power,  four 
per  cent,  of  the  steam  generated  would  be  charged  to  the  Coxe 
stoker.  This  is  an  expression  of  the  writer's  best  judgment, 
rather  than  a  statement  of  facts,  as  the  stoker  engine  was  not 
indicated  until  after  the  tests. 

Trial  Sheet  No.  4  shows  excellent  results  with  this  stoker. 
Each  test  covers  a  double  column,  the  first  part  referring  to  the 
boiler  only,  and  the  other  to  the  boiler  and  water-back  com- 
bined. Assuming  the  four  per  cent  charge  for  operation  to 
hold,  we  must  deduct  it  from  the  apparent  results  to  get  the  net 
results.  The  results  previously  found  with  the  Wilkinson 
stoker,  trial  No.  290,  Sheet  No.  1,  will  now  be  compared  with 
the  Coxe  stoker,  trial  No.  332,  sheet  No.  4,  both  referring  to  a 
375  horse-power  Babcock  &  Wilcox  boiler,  using  P.  <&  B.  C.  &  I. 
Co.'s  buckwheat  coal,  the  boilers  being  run  in  each  instance  to 
secure  best  economy,  i.e.,  to  develop  near  their  rated  power. 
This  comparison  is  made  in  the  following  table : 
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C0MPABI8ON  OF  Net  Rbbultb  of  Economy  Trials  madb  with  the  Coxb  Ain> 
Wilkinson  Stokebs. 


Cozs  Stokxb,  Trial  883. 

WiLKIMBOX 

Itxiis. 

Water-back 
neglected. 

Water-back 
incladed. 

Stoker,  Trial 
290. 

Per  cent,  of  ash  in  coal 

17.2 
0.7 

19.8 
0.34 
0.37 
370.4 
355.6 

8.87 

10.72 

3.84 

3.18 
61.3 

87*8.6* 
862.9 

9.17 

11,07 

3.76 

3.11 

19.6 

Moistare  in  coal,  per  cent 

Poonds  drj  coal  burned  per  br. 
per  sq.  ft.  of  grate 

4  5 
32.5 

Total  furnace  dra'ght.in.  of  water 

Totol  draught,  in.  of  water 

Boiler  H.  P.  developed,  per  boiler 

Boiler  H.  P.  available,  per  boiler 

Corrected  evaporation,  from  and 

at  212"  F.,  per  lb.  of  dry  coal, 

p«undB 

0.90 
1.08 
420.2 
387.3 

9.12 

Ck>rrected  evaporation,  from  and 
at  212°  F. ,  per  lb.  of  combus- 
tible, pounds 

11.32 

Pounds  of  dry  coal  an  hour  per 
available  boiler  H.  P.  devel- 
oped   

PouDds  of  combustible  per  hour 
per  available  boiler  H.  P. 
developed 

3.78 
3.05 

Ratio  of  heating  to  grate  surface 

93.9 

This  table  shows  that  there  is  no  practical  difference  between 
the  net  economic  results  obtained  with  either  form  of  stoker, 
when  operated  so  as  to  develop  about  the  rated  power  of  the 
boiler.  The  Coxe  developed  the  greatest  capacity,  as  seen  by 
comparing  trial  333,  Sheet  No.  4,  with  trial  291,  Sheet  No,  1, 
because  it  had  much  advantage  in  the  extent  of  grate  area. 

Summary  Regarding  the  Coxe  Stoker. — 1.  The  stoker  engine 
and  fan  blast  use  about  four  per  cent,  of  the  steam  generated  in 
the  boilers. 

2.  There  was  no  clinker  formed  during  the  trial,  as  the  coal 
was  what  is  known  as  '*  white  ash.''  It  is  probable  that  the 
clinkering  would  not  be  serious  with  even  Lykens  VaUey  coal. 

3.  The  fires  resembled  a  puddling  furnace.  The  furnace  tem- 
peratures must  have  been  nearly  2,800  degrees  Fahr.  over  the 

'  two  central  blast  compartments.     Analyses  of  the  flue   gases 
proved  that  the  combustion  was  good. 
4  A  most  annoying  and  peculiar  deposit  of  ash,  etc.,  rapidly 
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collected  against  the  water  tubes,  due  to  the  intensity  of  the 
blast  in  the  two  central  compartments  of  Fig.  124  This  deposit  is 
not  readily  removed  by  a  steam  blast,  but  comes  off  with  ease 


Fig.  125.— Front  of  Chain^ratb  Stoker,  Baboock  &  Wilcox  Patterk. 

when  scraped.  The  particles  clinging  to  the  tubes  appear  to 
have  been  fused.  They  much  resemble  the  formations  observed 
on  boilers  burning  blast-furnace  gases. 

5.  The  water-box  furnace  lining  is  an  advantage  when  used  in 
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connection  with  an  open  feed-water  heater,  like  the  Webster, 
Hoppes,  etc.  Too  much  water  for  boiler-feed  purposes  was  cir- 
culated on  the  test.  If  a  water  box  is  a  necessity  (the  writer 
thinks  it  is  not),  it  should  be  made  strong  enough  to  stand  the 
boiler  pressure,  and  to  receive  the  feed  water  just  before  it 
enters  the  boiler.  In  this  event  pipes  should  be  provided  for 
an  induced  circulation  when  not  feeding  the  boiler. 

6.  The  stoker  will  quickly  respond  to  sudden  fluctuations  in 
power  demands. 

7.  The  economic  results  obtained  on  the  trials  were  good. 


Fia.  126.— Side  View  op  Babcock  &  Wilcox  Stoker. 

8.  Crowding  the  fires  produces  but  little  reduction  in  the 
economy. 

9.  About  three-fourths  as  much  capacity  can  be  developed 
with  rice  as  with  buckwheat  coal,  under  like  conditions,  with 
this  stoker. 

10.  More  than  ordinary  care  and  skill  are  required  in  operating 
this  stoker,  on  account  of  the  graduated  air  blast  used.  This  is 
speciaUy  true  for  a  plant  receiving  mixed  coal,  i.e.,  buckwheat 
coal  from  diflferent  mines,  or  from  different  levels  from  one 
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mine.  Any  inattention  may  result  in  too  much  or  too  little  air 
being  supplied  over  the  last  two,  i.e.^  the  burning-down  and 
burning-out  compartments,  or  G  and  D  of  Fig.  124. 
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THE  BABCOCK   &  WILCOX   STOKER. 


General  DesGription. — Like  the  Coxe,  this  stoker  is  of  the  chain- 
grate  type.     It  is  useful  only  for  burning  bituminous  coal.     It 
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differs  from  the  Goxe  in  many  constructive  features  (see  Figs. 
125  to  128). 

As  nsed  on  the  tests  noted  in  Sheet  No.  5,  the  Babcock  & 
Wilcox  stoker  had  an  active  grate  78  inches  wide  by  84  inches 


I 


>4 

O 

o 

% 

PQ 

H 
M 


s 


I 


I 


long,  with  21  per  ceni  air  openings  for  the  boilers  described  in 
the  sheet.  The  ratio  of  heating  to  grate  surface  was  60.6  for 
trials  330  and  331,  and  61.3  for  trial  278.  The  fires  were  carried 
•6.^  inches  thick  in  front.     The  speed  of  the  grate  varied  from  2§ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


580      EXPERIMENTS  WITH  AUTOMATIC  MECHAKICAL  STOKEBa 

inches  to  2|  inches  per  minute.     Only  natural  draught  was  em- 
ployed, and  that  was  indifferent  on  trials  330  and  331. 

Stoker  TVtiife.— Sheet  No.  5  contains  the  results  of  three  trials 


Fig.  129.— Furnace  fitted  to  Receive  Babcock  &  Wilcox  Stoker. 

made  on  this  stoker,  in  accordance  with  the  methods  advised  by 
this  Society.  Trial  278  was  made  jointly  by  Mr.  Daniel  Ash- 
worth,  of  Pittsburg,  and  the  writer.  The  economic  results  are 
ideal. 
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The  general  items  of  interest  were  as  follows  : 

Items.  Test  880.  Test  881.  Test  278. 

Farnace  draught,  in  inches  of  water  0 .  26  0 .  84  0 .  61 

Stack  flae  draught,  in  rear  of  boiler, 

inches  of  water 0.41  0.51  1.16 

Kiud  of  bitunxlDous  coal  burned. ..."  Columbian"  "  Columbian  "  Connellsville, 

from  W.  Va.     from  W.  Va.       Pa.,  slack. 
Pounds  of  dry  coal  burned  an  hour 

per  square  foot  of  grate 18.4  23.9  38.2 

Per  cent,  of  ash  and  refuse  in  coal.  9.24  9  70  10.16 

Temperature  of  gases  in  flue  in  rear 

of  boiler,  degrees  Fahr 865  889  588 

Square  foot  of  heating  surface  to 

.  one  developed  horse-power. .. .  10.61  7.95  5.94 

Commercial  result,  or  pounds  of  dry 

coal  burned  an  Lour  per  boiler 

horse-power  developed 8.28  8.18  8.22 

Summary  Regarding  the  Babcock  &  Wilcox  Stoker. — 1.  This 
stoker  is  smokeless  when  run  as  in  the  tests.  It  did  not  form  a 
clinker,  nor  require  the  use  of  a  firing  tooL 

2.  It  readily  responds  to  fluctuating  boiler  demands,  where 
the  stack  draught  is  good. 

3.  It,  like  the  other  stokers  named  in  this  paper,  requires  a 
strong  draught,  either  natural,  induced,  or  forced.  The  air  open- 
ings in  the  grate  are  but  about  one-half  of  the  extent  usually 
found  with  stationary  grates,  hence  a  stronger  draught  is  re- 
quired than  with  hand  firing. 

4.  A  remarkable  feature  of  the  tests  is  that  the  boiler  develops 
almost  ideal  economy  when  forced  to  develop  an  evaporative 
horse-power  on  six  square  feet  of  heating  surface.  This  is  never 
realized  with  hand  firing.  The  writer's  experience  is  that  when 
a  boiler,  rated  on  10  to  12  square  feet  to  the  horse-power,  is 
forced  to  develop  a  horse-power  on  less  than  8.5  square  feet  of 
heating  surface,  the  economy  rapidly  drops. 

5.  No  charge  can  be  made  against  this  stoker  for  steam  used, 
other  than  from  one  fifth  to  two-fifths  of  one  per  cent  for  driving 
the  stoker  engine. 

General  Summary. 

1.  Each  stoker  seems  well  adapted  to  the  conditions  for  which 
it  was  designed. 

2.  Each  stoker  gives  ideal  economic  results  when  properly 
handled. 
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686      EXPERIMENTS  WITH  AUTOMATIC   MECHANICAL  STOKERS. 


SHEET  No.   4. 

Trials  of   tbs   Coxb   Chaih-gratb    Stokbk   and  Babcock   &  Wilcox 
Double-deck  Boilers. 

BT  JAT  X.  WHITHAM,  PHILADELPHIA. 

Trials  made  for  Philadelphia  Traction  Co.,  Philadelphia. 


Number  of  Trial. 
Date  of  Trial .... 


Type  of  Boiler. 


1.  Namber  of  boilers  tested. 

2.  Daration  of  trial 


DitMntiont  and  Proportions. 

( Jbr  detertpUon  af  boiler  tee 
remarks.) 

8.  Total  water-heating  snrface  per 

boiler 

4.  Width  of  grate 

6.  Length  of  grnte 

6.  Area  of  grate 

7.  Ratio  of  water- beating  to  grate 

sarface 

8.  Kind  of  grate 

9.  Percentage  of  airspace  in  grate, 

10.  Height  of    stack    above  dead 

plate 

11.  Area  of  stack 

If.  Ratio  of  stack  area  to  grate  sur- 
face  


Average  Pressures. 

18.  Atmospheric  prei*siire,  per  bar 
rometer 

14.  Steam  pressnre   in   boiler    by 

gauge 

15.  Puree  of  draught  in  stack,  in 

inches  of  water 

16.  Porce  of  draught  in  inches  of 


»•»«•.  i  Pumace . 
'^*^'1  Ash-pit.., 


Average  Temperatures. 


17.  Of  external  air. . . . , 

18.  Of  fire  room 

19.  Of  feed  water  ...  , 
siO.  Of  escaping  gases. 


Fuel:  P.  dtR.C.tt  I.  Co.'s  An 
thraeite. 

21.  Total  amount  of  coal  consumed 

22.  Moisture  in  coul 

28.  Dry  coal  consumed 

24.  Total  refuse  in  coal 

25.  Percentage ofrefnseiu coal... 

26.  Total  combustible  (dry  weight 

of  coal,  less  refuse) 


Ruults  of  Calorimetrie  Tests. 

27.  Quality   of  steam,   dry   steam 
being  taken  as  unity 


Unite. 
Hrs.' 


8q.  ft. 


Pt. 
Sq.ft. 


Lbs. 

«t 

Ins. 
It 

•P. 


Lbs. 
% 

Lbs. 

% 

Lbs. 


7/17/^. 


Double-deck 


7/18/'96. 


Babcock  A  Wtl 

1 
10 


7^ 
9.60 
68.9 

61.8 


18.8 


884 

7/26/96. 


1 
10 


Mechanical  draught  with  fan  blast  under  fire. 


14.09 

181.5 

-0.18 

-0.10 
•1-0.24 


84 

90 

107.1 


Buckwheat. 

12,880 

0.7 
12,298 

2.121 

17.2 

10,172 


14.70 

182.6 

-0.40 

-0.15 
•1-0.48 


88 

94 

119.7 

547 


Buckwheat. 


28,720 
4.8 

22,690 
4je92 

18.8 

18,898 


0.996 


14.60 

180.1 

-0.68 

-0.24 
■1-0.66 


85 

90 

115.9 

688 


Rice. 


19,800 
2.5 

19,805 
4,172 

21.6 

15.188 


0.996 
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SHEET  No.  ^.-^ontinued. 


Number  of  Trial 

»a 

HM 

MU 

Date  of  Trial 

7/17/^. 

7/18/'95. 

7/36/M». 

Type  of  Boiler 

Donhl<wlM>lc   Bahcoek  A  W1I 

cox. 

Water. 

88.  Total  weight  of  water  pumped 
into   boiler    and   apparently 
evaporated 

Units. 
Lbf. 

M 

*•• 

B.T.U. 
%, 

Lbs. 

Lbt. 
Lbs. 

H.P. 
«t 

% 

Sq.ft. 

99,787 

99,587 

115,083 

18,780 

Including 
water 
back. 

117,884 
13,048 

177,680 
177,462 
808,451 
80,845 

Including 
water 
back. 

805,788 

80,578 


183,648 

183,881 

162,607 

15,861 

Including 
water 
back. 

89.  Water  actually  eraporated,  cor- 
rected  for  quality  of  steam, 
etc 

30.  Eaulvalent    water    evaporated 
Into  dry  steam  from  and  at 
Sli*  Fahrenheit 

155,689 
15,558 

31.  Eaulvalent    water    evaporated 
into  dry  steam  from  «nd  at 
318®  Fahrenheit  per  hour 

».  Toul  heat  derived  from  fuel  per 
lb.  of  coal 

88.  British  thermal  unita  by  analy- 
pis  per  !b.  of  coai 

84.  Efficiency  of  boiler 

Eeonamic  Evaporation. 

85.  Water  actually  evaporated  per 

lb.  of  dry  coal  from  actual 
prestoresand  temperatures.. 

86.  Equivalent  water  evaporated  per 

lb.  of  dry  coal  from  and  at 
218*  Fahrenheit 

9.86 
11.81 

8.08 
185.5 

19.8 
8.68 

870.4 
876.0 
—1.8 

9.65 
11.58 

8.98 
11.00 

4.77 
898.6 

88.9 
8.96 

681.0 
875 
+65.0 
7.87 

9.07 
11.18 

7.91 
10.06 

8.61 
881.5 

88.0 
4.86 

442.8 
876 
+  16.6 

8.06 

87.  Equivalent  water  evaporated  per 
lb.  combustible  from  and  at 
818*  Fahrenheit 

10.88 

Bats  of  Evaporation . 

88.  Water      evaporated,  ( Heating 
from  and  at  818°    surface  . 

89.  Fahrenheit,  per  hour,'  Orate 
per  sq.  ft.  of. [surface.. 

Rate  qf  Comtnution. 

40.  Dry  coal  bnmed  per  sq.  ft.  grate 

surface  per  hour 

41.  Lbs.  of  CO  il   per  horse-power 

developed 

Hone-Bower. 

48.  On  a  basis  of  80  lbs.  of  water 
evaporated    per    hour    from 
temperature  of  100*  Fahr.  into 
dry  steam  at  70  lbs.  gauge .... 

48.  Horse- power,  builders*^  rating  at 
sq.  ft.  per  horse  power 

44.  Per  cent,  developed   above  or 
below  rating 

878.0 
875.0 

506.5 
875 

460.8 
875 

45.  Sq.  ft.  of  heating  surface  per 
norse-power  developed 

11.4 

9.65 
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SHEET  No.   5. 
Babcook  akd  Wilcox  Chaik-oratr  Stoker  Tbials  icadb  with 

BlTUHIMOUS    Ck>AL8. 
Bt  Jat  M.  Whitham,  CoNscLTiHe  Emgivxkr. 


Trials  MA DB  at 

1 



Warbbn's  Patsr 
Mills,  M*. 

DuqiTMNS  Stkil 
Works, 

DuQiTRsicx,'  Pa. 

Number  of  boiler  tcet 

Test  880. 

Test  881. 

Test.       Test  278. 

Date  of  trial       . 

UniU. 

7/»/'9B 
10 

Babcock 
&Wilcoz. 

1 

7/10/^96 
10 

Babcock 

A  Wilcox. 

1 

;i^^ 

DoTAtlon  of  trial t  . 

DimenHont  and  Proportions. 
1   Ttdc  of  boiler 

i 

1  Babcock 

2   Number  In  use 

1 

AWUCOX. 

1 

8.  Diameter  of  boiler  drum 

ins. 
Ft. 
Ins. 

2-M 

4.  Lencth  of  boiler  drum .• 

28.25 

5.  Wldthof  grate 

6.  Lenstb  of  mrate 



84 

78 
64 

78 
84 

7.  Number  of  tubes  in  boiler 

126 

8  Diameter  of  tubes 

ins. 

Ft. 
Ins. 

Sq.ft. 

Ins. 

44 

Sq.ft. 

4 

9.  Leuf^th  of  tubes 

18 

10.  Diameter  of  dome 

2.758 
45.5 
21 

60.6 
188 

29.70 
87 

0.41 
0.26 

76 

84 

154.7 
865 

8,700 
8.68 

8,386 
775 
9.24 

7,610 
0.167 

2,758 

45.5 

21- 

60.6 
188 

29.90 

85 

0.51 
0.84 

60 
79 

168.8 
888 

"iH 

10,905 
1,068 
9.70 

9,847 
0.172 

11.  Height  of  dome 

18.  Total  waterheatlng  surface  per  boiler. . . . 
18.  Orate  surface  per  boiler 

14.  Air  space  in  grate,  per  cent 

15.  Widtn  of  metal  in  oars 

2,789 
45.6 
21 

16.  Distance  of  erate  (dead  plate)  to  shell. . . . 

17.  Distance  of  flat  bridge  wall  to  shell 

18.  Total  tube  cross  section 

19.  Ratio  of  water-heating  surface  to  grate 

surface 

61  8 

90.  Ratio  of  tube  cross  section  to  grate  surface 
21.  Area  of  stack  . .  

Ins. 
Lbs. 

44 

Ins. 
•F. 

44 

Lbs. 

Per  cent. 

Lbs. 

Per  cent. 

Lbs. 

Per  cent. 

28.  Height  of  stack  above  dead  plate 

192 

28.  Ratio  of  stack  area  to  grate  surface 

24.  Ratio  of  stack  area  to  tube  area 

Average  Pressures. 

26.  Atmospheric  pressure  per  barometer  (mer- 
cury column) 

29  88 

26.  Steam  pressure  in  boiler  by  gauge 

27.  Absolute  steam  pressure 

98 

28.  Force  of  chimney  draught,  in  inches  of 
water 

1  16 

28i  Force  of  furnace  draught,  In  Inches  of 
water 

0  61 

Average  Temperature. 
29   Of  external  air 

82 

80.  Of  Are  room 

86 

81    Of  steam 

82.  Of  feed  water 

88.  Of  escaping  gases , 

88 
688 

Fuel. 
84.  Total  amount  of  coal  consumed  

12,600 

85.  Moisture  in  coal 

4  00 

86.  Dry  coal  consumed  

lt.096 

87  Total  ash  and  refuse 

i,a9 

10.16 
10,867 

0  550 

89.  Total  combustible  (dry  weight  of  coal  less 
refuse) 

ResulU  of  CaJorimeirie  Tests. 
of  one  per  cent 
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SHEET  No.   fi.^ConHnued, 


TVAX^  MADS  AT  . 


Number  of  boiler  test. 


Date  of  trial 

Burst loD  of  trial. 


Units. 


41 


Water. 
Total  weight  of  water  pumped  ioto  boiler 

and  apparently  evaporated |     Lbs. 

42.  Water  actually  evaporated,  corrected  for, 

quality  of  steam,  etc [        ** 

4S.  Equivalent    water  evaporMted   inio    dry. 

•team  from  and  at  SIS"  F ** 

44.  Eqalvalent   water  evaporated    Into    dry 

steam  from  and  at  218*  F.  per  honr  —  i        '* 

45.  Total  heat  pi-rived  from  heat  in  British; 

thermal  units  per  ponnd  of  coal i  B.  T.  U. 

46.  British  thermal    units  by  analysis  peri 

pound  of  coal '         " 

47.  Efflciency  of  boiler Per  cent. 


Economic  Evaporation. 

48.  Water  actually  evaporated  per  pound  of 
dry  coal  from  actual  pressures  and  tem- 
peratures   

48.  Equivalent  water  evaporated  per  ponnd  of 
drv  coal  from  and  at  212*  P 

60.  Eqnivalent  water  evaporated  per  pound  of 
combustible  from  and  at  212<*  P 


Rate  of  Combuftion. 
61.  Dry  coal  actually  burned  ]>er  square  foot 

of  grate  surfaci;  per  hour 

68.  Conibur'tibie  burned  per  honr  per  square 

foot  of  ffrate  surface    

68.  Combustinle  burned  per  hour  per  square 

foot  of  water'heating  surface 


Sate  of  Evaporation. 

54.  Water  evaporated  from  and  at  212*  P.  per 

honr  per  square  foot  of  grate  surface. . . 

65.  Water  evaporated  from  r.nd  at  212®  P.  per 

hour  per  sq.  ft.  of  water-heating  surface 

Commercial  HorH-potcer. 

66.  On  the  basis  of  SO  lbs.  of  water  per  boor 

evaporated  from  temperature  of  100®  P. 
into  steam  at  70  lbs.  gauec  pre>>sure 

57.  Horse  power,  builders'  rating,  square  feet 
per  horse-power 

88.  Per  cent,  developed  above  rating 

50.  Dry  coai  burned  p^r  hour  per  boiler  horse- 
power developed 


GENERAL  REMARKS. 
Kind  of  coal  used.    Slack  from 

Appearance  of  coal 

Percentage  of  lumps 

Percentage  of  small  coal 

Percentage  of  slack 

Condition  of  weather 

Direction  of  wind 

Force  of  wind 

Thickness  of  fires  in  front 

Speed  of  grate  in  feet  per  hour 


Lbs. 


H.  P. 

Per  cent. 
Lbs. 


Warrkn'b  Paybb  I  DuqucaNB  Stekl 
Mills,  CinniKBLAirDi  Wobkb, 

Mills,  Mb.  Di7QtnBSNB,  Pa. 


Test  880.    Test  881.      Test. 


7/9/»5 
10 


Per  cejit. 


7/10/95 
10 


81,750  109,490 

81,614  109,202 

89,580  120,122 

8,958  .  12,012 


10.67 
11.78 


11.01 
12.19 


18.4  28.9 


196.6 
8.25 


259.5 


240 
8.1 


8.23 


964.0 
4.86 


848.2 


240 
45.1 


8.18 


"  Columbian/* 
W.  Va. 


Ins. 
Ft. 


90 
Overcast, 

rain. 
S.  by  W. 
Light 
airs. 
5+ 
11.87 


90 
Fair. 


N.  by  W. 
Light 
Breeze 

5f 
13.75 


Test  278. 


1/85/95 

8 


106,188 

129,488 
16,186 


10.70 
11.90 


88.2 


855.7 
5.80 


468.8 


260 

87 


8.22 


Connellsville,  Pa. 


100 


S. 
Light 
Breeze. 

14.38 


NoTB.— Trial  278  was  run  jointly  by  Mr.  Daniel  Afhworth,  Pittsburg,  and  J.  M.  Whitham. 
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3.  Stoker  engines  use  from  one-fifth  to  two-fifths  of  one  per 
cent  of  the  steam  generated. 

4  Fan  blasts  use  from  three  to  five  per  cent,  of  the  steam  gen- 
erated. 

5.  Steam  blasts  use  from  five  to  eleven  per  cent,  of  the  steam 
generated. 

6.  A  defect,  common  to  each  of  the  stokers  named  in  this 
paper,  is  a  too  scanty  air  space  in  the  grate. 

7.  Neither  stoker  will  develop  as  much  capacity  as  will  hand 
firing  with  stationary  grates,  having  the  same  draught  and  coal 
conditions.  Stokers,  however,  are  not  only  more  constant  in 
the  power  developed,  than  is  a  hand-fired  grate,  but  are  more 
responsive  to  fluctuations  in  the  power  demands.  The  stoker  is 
always  in  the  condition  that  a  hand- worked  fire  is  in  just  after 
its  cleaning — ^^e.,  always  clean  and  "  ready  for  a  pull." 

DISCUSSION. 

Mr,  William  H.  Bryan. — This  i)aper  is  an  able  and  valuable 
contribution  to  the  literature  of  boiler  appliances. 

I  violate  no  confidence  in  stating  that  mechanical  stokers 
have,  as  a  rule,  failed  utterly  when  using  the  low-grade  coals 
common  in  this  part  of  the  country  (St.  Louis).  Hundreds  of 
the  most  expensive  types  have  been  ap|)lied  in  this  city,  and  less 
than  a  dozen  remain  in  use  to-day.  Stokers  of  national  reputa- 
tion, and  of  established  merit  with  good  fnels,  have  proved  them- 
selves unfit  for  use  with  our  common  coals,  and  I  believe  it 
would  be  a  matter  of  some  difficulty  to  give  away  a  stoker  of 
even  the  best  makes  in  this  city  to-day.  The  greatest  difficulties 
have  come  from  the  large  percentages  of  ash,  clinker,  and  sulphur 
in  the  coal,  which  form  incombustible  matter  very  difficult  to 
handle.  Furthermore,  they  have  not  responded  readily  to 
sudden  and  extreme  changes  of  load,  and  do  not  seem  capable 
of  being  overworked  to  any  great  extent.  Not  only  the  first 
cost,  but  the  cost  of  maintenance  and  repairs,  has  in  most 
cases  been  enormous.  Furthermore,  the  claimed  improve- 
ments in  fuel  efficiency,  and  reduction  of  the  smoke,  have  not 
always  been  realized.  Good  hand  firing  lias  nearly  always 
shown  better  results.  Perhaps  when  the  Western  steam  nser 
gets  out  of  the  idea  that  it  is  good  engineering  to  work  a  boiler 
100  per  cent,  above  its  rating  regularly  and  without  notice,  the 
mechanical  stoker  may  have  a  better  show. 
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Personally,  I  had  great  hopes  of  securing  excellent  results 
from  stokers,  and  made  numerous  experiments  with  them 
myself,  but  have  been  sadly  disappointed.  I  trust,  however, 
that  engineers  working  in  that  field  will  not  lose  hope,  but  will 
continue  their  efforts.  I  for  one  would  hail  with  rejoicing  the 
advcDt  of  a  mechanical  stoker  which  would  meet  the  difficult 
conditions  surrounding  boiler  practice  in  this  part  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  WUliam  Kent — I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Bryan  if  the 
conditions  are  much  worse  here  than  in  Chicago. 

Mr.  Bryan. — I  think  our  coals  run  lower.  We  have  very 
few  of  the  high  grades^  coming  here  at  all. 

Mr.  Kent. — They  are  using  stokers  in  Chicago. 

Mr.  A.  A.  Gary. — I  notice  the  author  calls  his  paper  ^*  Ex- 
periments with  Automatic  Mechanical  Stokers.**  Those  who  are 
acquainted  with  stokers  of  these  types  can  judge  whether  the  term 
"  automatic  "  is  justified  or  not.  The  real  automatic  stoker,  in 
my  opinion,  would  be  one  similar  to  the  type  which  I  bad  the 
chance  to  erect  this  spring  in  New  York  city  at  the  Electrical 
Exposition.  I  placed  two  Hoot  boilers  aggregating  500  horse- 
power in  capacity,  and  under  them  the  TVilkiuson  stoker  with 
the  coal  fed.  from  overhead  hoppers  by  means  of  a  Hunt  con- 
veyor from  the  bins.  To  make  the  combined  plant  still  more 
automatic,  the  speed  of  the  engine  driving  the  mechanism  of  the 
stoker  was  controlled  by  a  damper  regulator  attachment  so  that 
when  the  pressure  in  the  boiler  fell  the  engine  would  run  faster 
and  feed  more  coal.  The  steam  jets  of  the  stoker  were  similarly 
controlled  so  that  with  falling  steam  pressure  the  jets  opened 
wider,  thus  hastening  the  fire  The  ordinary  damper  regulator 
attachment  operated  the  usual  flue  damper. 

There  is  another  stoker  which  the  author  does  not  mention 
which  ought  to  overcome  some  of  the  objections  raised  againut 
stokers  in  this  part  of  the  country.  I  described  it  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Society  in  Xew  York  in  discussion  of  Mr.  Emery's 
paper,  and  there  is  another  operating  upon  somewhat  similar 
principles  which  is  built  in  Chicago.  The  principle  of  the 
American  and  the  Jones  stokers — which  are  both  underfed  stokers 
— ^is  somewhat  that  of  a  gas  producer.  The  fresh  coal  from  the 
hopper  is  forced  by  the  feeding  mechanism  upwards  from  below 
underneath  the  layer  of  incandescent  coke  which  forms  the 
top.     The  gases  distilled  off  rise  through  the  incandescent  coke 
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and  are  heated  and  bamed,  and  the  speed  of  feeding  is  so  regu- 
lated that  when  any  fael  partiole  reaches  the  top  surface  it  has 
been  completely  consumed  and  only  clinker  and  ash  remain. 
The  feeding  is  done  from  the  middle,  so  that  the  fresh  coal  is 
continually  causing  the  clinker  to  roll  down  from  the  burning 
mound  to  the  sides,  and  doors  at  convenient  places  permit  this 
clinker  and  ash  to  be  removed.  There  has  been  some  trouble 
with  some  of  these  stokers  in  handling  the  clinker,  but  with  a 
little  care  in  selection,  or,  better  still,  in  mixing  a  fusing  or  a 
badly  clinkering  coal  with  some  other,  good  results  can  be 
generally  obtained.  Variable  loads  can  be  well  cared  for  in  the 
American  stoker,  since  the  screw  which  .feeds  the  coal  to  the 
stoker  can  have  its  speed  so  varied  that  it  will  feed  from  25 
up  to  1,000  pounds  per  hour.  This  variation  in  feed  can  be 
made  automatic  by  the  damper-regulating  principle  so  as  to 
vary  the  speed  as  the  pressure  varies,  which  will  meet  the 
objection  against  the  action  of  stokers  when  the  load  varies. 

Mr.  Oeorge  I.  Rochwood, — I  have  had  a  little  experience  with 
stokers  of  the  class  referred  to  by  Mr.  Gary.  In  my  experience 
it  would  not  work  unless  all  the  conditions  were  ideal  and  the 
manager  was  willing  to  pay  to  see  it  work.  It  would  bum  out 
rapidly;  the  coal  would  not  run  down  on  the  sides,  and  the 
beautiful  picture  of  combustion  with  an  underfed  stoker  was  not 
realized.  I  do  not  doubt  that  with  Eastern  coals  and  under 
perfect  conditions,  and  in  the  hands  of  an  artist  who  knows  how 
to  use  it,  it  can  be  made  a  continuous  success.  In  New  England 
we  have  become  pretty  well  satisfied  that  there  is  no  money  to  be 
saved  in  the  direction  of  economy  as  such  from  using  stokers. 
After  many  years  of  expensive  experience  we  have  found  that  an 
Irishman  with  a  wheelbarrow  and  a  scoop  make  the  best  combi- 
nation stoker. 

Before  I  close,  however,  I  wish  to  compliment  the  paper. 
Its  form  and  its  impartiality  are  rare  and  splendid  and  make  it 
admirable.  I  have  no  doubt  that  there  are  some  stokers  in  use 
which  are  valuable  adjuncts  in  large  plants  with  poor  grades  of 
coal — perhaps,  however,  not  so  poor  as  the  ordinary  grades  in 
this  part  of  the  country. 
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DCXCL* 

DETERMINING  MOISTURE  IN  COAL. 

BT  B.  8.  HALS,  BOSTON,  MABSACHUSXTTS. 

(Junior  Member  of  the  Societj.) 

The  work  of  the  following  paper  was  done  for  the  Steam  Users' 
Association  of  Boston,  organized  by  Mr.  Edward  Atkinson,  of 
which  Mr.  Gteo.  Atkinson  is  secretary,  and  Prof.  Peter  Schwamb 
director.  From  its  nature  its  only  use  will  be  in  aiding  the 
standardizing  of  boiler  tests  by  all  engineers,  and  I  therefore, 
after  consultation  with  one  of  the  Society's  Committee  on  Boiler 
Tests,  and  with  the  permission  of  the  above  gentlemen,  take 
pleasure  in  offering  it  to  the  Society. 

In  a  partial  review  of  the  literature  of  the  subject,  the  follow- 
ing statements  of  methods  have  been  found  : 

(1)  1886  Boiler  Test  Committee,  American  Society  Mechanical 
Engineers  :  "  The  coal  must  be  dry ;  or  if  wet,  a  sample  must  be 
dried  carefully  and  a  determination  of  the  amount  of  moisture  in 
the  coal  made,  and  the  calculation  of  the  results  of  the  test  cor- 
rected accordingly." 

(2)  G.  H.  Barrus,  Boiler  Tests,  p.  14  :  "  When  the  coal  is  moist 
a  sample  is  selected  and  dried  24  hours,  and  the  quantity  of 
moisture  determined  by  a  comparison  of  the  wet  and  dry 
weights." 

(3)  F.  Fischer,  Ghem.  Tech,  v.  d.  Brennstqffe,  p.  107,  gives  as  a 
common  rule,  "  one  to  five  grammes  are  dried  at  100  to  110  de- 
grees C.  until  two  successive  weighings  give  the  same  result." 
This  is  also  quoted  from  Kerl,  Probirhuch,  p.  131,  and  Stein,  Un- 
tersvchung  der  Steinkohle  Sachsens,  p.  14. 

(4)  (5)  Fischer  also  quotes  Schondorf,  who  dries  at  90  degrees 
C,  and  Hichardson,  who  dries  at  100  degrees  C. 

(6)  Hinrichs,  quoted  by  Fischer,  and  also  in  American  Journal 

•  Presented  at  the  St.  Louis  meetiDg  (May,  1806)  of  the  American  Society  of 
Mechanical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the  TrantacHons. 
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of  Chemistry^  1868,  dries  one  to  two  grammes,  after  pulverizing, 
one  hour  at  115  degrees  C. 

Fischer  also  quotes  Begnault  {Ann.  de  Min,,  iii,  12,  161), 
who  asserts  that  moisture  determinations  at  100  degrees  are  in- 
exact if  the  coal  contains  any  clay,  since  the  latter  gives  up  its 
water  at  a  red  heat  only. 

(7j  Eichters  {DingL,  1870,  195,  320),  quoted  by  Fischer,  puts 
fine  pulverized  coal  first  under  a  bell  near .  a  cup  with  water, 
lets  it  stand  at  15  degrees,  and  then  dries  it  at  100  degrees. 

Fischer  gives  some  experiments  showing  these  methods  to  be 
inexact.  Also  others  showing  that  in  three  hours  coal  heated 
to  between  100  and  110  degrees  lost  0.125  per  cent.  CO,  and 
0.07  per  cent.  CH. 

(8)  Fischer  then  gives  as  his  rule  :  "  Heat  two  to  four  grammes 
between  two  watch  glasses,  or  in  a  receptacle  with  well-fitting 
cover,  two  hours  at  100  to  110  degrees  C.  in  an  air  bath." 

(9)  F.  W.  Dean  and  Dexter  Bracket,  "Test  of  Louisville 
Pumping  Engine'* :  '*  Samples  of  the  coal  were  taken  daily  and 
the  amount  of  moisture  determined  by  drying  on  top  of  the 
boiler  flue."     The  results  were  : 

Pocahontas  coal,  three  samples,  2.25  per  cent.,  2.8  per  cent., 
and  2.74  per  cent.     Chemist's  report,  1.  8  per  cent. 

Pittsburg  coal,  0.6  per  cent.,  0.7  per  cent.,  and  0.8  per  cent. 
Chemist's  report,  0.73  per  cent.  Mr.  Dean  recommends  six 
hours  only.     {Trans,  A.  S.  M.  E.,  xvi.,  p.  963.) 

(10)  R.  C.  Carpenter,  Expetimental  Engineering^  p.  458 :  *'  Put 
100  pounds  of  coal  in  a  box  and  dry  in  a  hot  place  twenty- 
four  hours." 

(11)  Private  letter  from  an  engineer  of  reputation :  "  Dry  100 
pounds  of  coal  in  galvanized  iron  pan,  in  warm,  dry  room,  with 
air  circulation,  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  ensure  its  being 
perfectly  dry." 

(12)  From  another  engineer :  "  Dry  at  80  degrees  a  time,  ac- 
cording to  size  and  moisture  in  sample." 

(13)  From  another  engineer :  "Dry  25  to  100  pounds  eight  to 
ten  hours  at  200  degrees  to  250  degrees  Fahr.,  time  also  according 
to  moisture." 

(14)  From  another  engineer :  **  Dry  in  a  current  of  hot  air  at 
150  degrees  Fahr.  for  six  hours."  Is  also  satisfied  with  drying 
twelve  hours  at  110  degrees  Fahr.  over  a  boiler. 

The  following  also  include  the  proximate  analysis  of  coal.   Mr. 
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Kent  has  shown  that  the  heating  power  follows  the  proximate 
analysis  very  closely.  The  diflferent  methods  here  given  as 
authoritative  suggest  that  perhaps  the  three  per  cent,  difference 
found  by  Mr.  Kent  may  be  due  to  incorrect  methods  of  analysis 
and  not  to  failure  to  follow  his  law.  Hinrichs's  paper  on  the 
proximate  analysis,  published  in  1868,  should  be  referred  to  by 
any  one  who  wishes  to  follow  up  the  subject.  One  of  his  results 
may  be  quoted,  that  "if  coal  be  dried  and  then  proximately 
analyzed,  the  sum  of  the  moisture  and  volatile  matter  is  some 
two  or  three  per  cent  less  than  if  they  are  both  driven  off  at 
once."  He  found  that  if  the  same  method  was  always  used,  re- 
sults could  be  repeated  to  one-tenth  per  cent.,  but  that  different 
methods  differed  fifteen  per  cent  on  the  same  sample.  The 
temperature,  time,  amount  of  sample,  etc.,  etc.,  are  all  important 
in  getting  the  same  results  from  similar  samples. 

(15)  Blair,  Chemical  Analyses  of  Iron^  1891,  p.  274 :  Moisture. — 
Dry  one  to  two  grammes  one  hour  at  from  105  to  110  degrees  C. 
Volatile  Matter. — ^Weigh  dne  to  two  grammes  undried  powdered 
coal  into  platinum  crucible  ;  heat,  with  cover  on,  three  and 
one-half  minutes  with  Bunsen  burnei*,  then,  without  cooling, 
three  and  one-half  minutes  with  blast  lamp.  Loss  is  sum 
of  moisture  and  volatile  matter.  Fixed  Carbon, — Completely 
bum  above  ;  difference  is  fixed  carbon  and  residue  is  ash  (earthy 
matter). 

(16)  Arnold,  Sted  Works  Analyses^  1895,  p.  295  :  Moisture. — 
Dry  two  grammes  about  one  hour  at  a  temperature  slightly  over 
100  degrees  C.  Coke. — ^Put  twenty-five  grammes  powdered  coal 
in  clay  crucible  ;  heat  in  muffle  until  no  gas  appears  from  be- 
neath cover  of  crucible.  Ash. — Two  grammes  in  platinum 
crucible  are  completely  incinerated, 

(17)  M.  Troilius,  Notes  on  Chemistry  of  Iron ^  1886:  Moisture. — 
Two  grammes  of  powdered  coal  are  dried  one  hour  at  VlO 
degrees  C.  Volatile  Matter. — ^Heat  this  same  coal  over  Bunsen 
burner  till  no  flames  are  given  off.  Ash. — Completely  incinerate 
residue  of  above. 

(18)  N.  W.  Lord,  Notes  on  Metallurgical  Analyses,  1893  : 
Moisture. — ^Dry  one  gramme  one  hour  at  105  degrees  C.  in  plati- 
num crucible.  Volatile  Matter. — Same  as  Blair,  except  that  the 
dried  coal  is  used. 

(19)  F.  A.  Cairns,  Quantitative  Analysis,  1880:  Moisture. — 
Dry  two  grammes  pulverized  at  115  degrees  for  thirty  minutes ; 
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cool  and  weigh.  Bepeat  on  same  sample,  drying  fifteen  minutes 
at  a  time  until  oxidation  sets  in.  Lowest  figure  gives  moisture. 
Volatile  Matter. — Heat  same  coal  three  and  one-half  minutes 
over  Bunsen  burner  and  three  and  one-half  minutes  oyer  blast. 
Ash  and  Fixed  Carbon. — Completely  incinerate  above. 

(20)  W.  Crookes,  Select  Afethods  of  Chemical  Analysis,  1894,  p. 
581 :  Dry  for  one  hour  at  115  degrees  in  open  air,  thermome- 
ter being  just  above  watch  glass  [probably  uses  one  to  two 
grammes,  but  amount  is  not  stated].  Says  that  fragments  are 
much  s]ov\er  than  pulverized  coal,  and  also  erroneous.  Says 
that  coal  loses  weight  for  one  hour  and  then  gains.  Says  that 
it  is  easiest  to  repeat  results  on  the  same  sample  by  drying  one 
hour,  after  that  less  accurate  up  to  three  hours,  when  the  accu- 
racy begins  to  increase  again.  [Accuracy  here  refers  not  to 
absolute  accuracy  of  method,  but  to  ability  to  repeat  results  on 
similar  samples.]  Crookes  says  he  found  oxidation  after  one 
hour  in  Iowa  and  in  Silesia  coals,  but  not  in  brown  coal  from 
Bohemia  or  in  anthracite.     He  thinks  it  due  to  the  bitumen. 

From  this  collection  of  methods  and  authorities  the  following 
results  were  not  thought  necessary  to  be*  corroborated : 

First,  that  coal  when  pulverized  would,  if  exposed  to  a  tem- 
perature of  a  little  over  100  degrees  C,  lose  weight  for  approxi- 
mately one  hour  and  then  gain  weight ;  that  fragments  of  coal 
would  act  somewhat  differently  from  pulverized  coal ;  that  this 
loss  of  weight  is  not  all  moisture,  but  that  some  passes  off 
in  the  form  of  CO, ,  CH, ,  etc,  and  that  all  of  the  moisture  does 
not  pass  off,  but  that  some  may  be  retained  even  up  to  a  red 
heat 

To  make  some  investigations  into  this  subject  an  oven  was 
constructed  similar  to,  but  not  so  good  as,  that  described  in  Mr. 
E.  B.  Coxe's  address  before  this  Society  in  1894,  the  difference 
being  that  the  asbestos  was  brought  close  to  the  muffle,  of  which 
only  the  under  part  was  heated.  The  samples  rested  on  an 
asbestos  shelf  inside  the  muffle.  The  temperature  was  by  no 
means  constant  at  all  points,  and  was  a  little  hard  to  keep 
steady.  The  coal  used  was  soft  semi-bituminous,  very  fine. 
The  sample  was  first  placed  in  a  watch  glass,  about  one  gramme 
being  used.  It  was  found  that  the  coal  took  up  or  gave  off 
weight  so  quickly  when  exposed  to  the  air  of  the  laboratory 
that  this  was  not  advisable,  though  by  quick  weighing  it  might 
have  safely  been  done.     The  following  example  shows  this : 
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Oku8  No,  1. 
Tna. 

H.    JL  Weight  in  Gnunmet. 

Tare,  4.1058 
With  coal,  6.0869 

1  17  Placed  in  oven  at  aboat  100  degrees  C. 

.     ^  (Taken  from  oven  and  placed  in  desiccator 

(above  calcic  chloride. 

2  07  5.0748         And  replaced  in  desiccator. 
2    88  5.0745         And  replaced  in  desiccator. 

^    Qfj  X  0750  i  ^^^  ^  stand  in  balance  box  with  door  closed, 

( and  two  beakers  of  salpburic  acid  in  box. 
8    09  5.0755 

8    16  5.0761 

8    28  5.0765 

8    89  5.0769 

The  net  weight  of  the  coal  was  0.9816  grammes,  and  the  gain 
between  two  hours  thirty-three  minutes,  and  three  hours  thirty- 
nine  minutes,  was  over  one-fourth  of  one  per  cent,  although  in 
certainly  a  moderately  dry  atmosphere.  It  was  then  placed  in 
the  oven  again  until  four  hours  twenty  minutes. 

OUiM  No.  1 — Continued, 


Placed  in  oven  at  about  100  degrees  C. 
Taken  ont  and  placed  in  desiccator. 

(  Replaced    in    desiccator   and  left  until  the 

(  next  rooming. 


This  shows  that  the  gain  was  probably  due  to  exposure  to  the 
air  while  transferring  from  the  desiccator  to  the  balance,  and 
that  the  balance  box  was  probably  not  air  tight. 

If  another  watch  glass  had  been  ground  to  fit  the  first  and 
make  an  air-tight  joint,  the  gain  of  weight  could  probably  have 
been  avoided.  Without  a  ground  joint  the  protection  was  not 
sufficient,  as  'the  following  shows  : 

Glasses  11,  15,  and  Clip  holding  them  together. 

Tim*. 

H.    M.  Welglit  in  Grammes. 

4    04  p.m.  Tare,  17.2408 

4    24     "  With  coal.  181297 

Net  coal,    0.8889 
4    48    "  18.1282 


Tim. 
H.    M. 
8    89 
4    20 

Weight  in  Qrammes. 

4    40 

5.0745 

9    87 

5.0750 

Digitized  by 


Google 


698  DETERMINING  MOISTURE  IN  COAL. 

They  were  then  left  in  the  laboratory  until  the  next  morning, 
when : 

TlM«. 

H.      M.     .  Weij^bt  in  Orammes. 

8    63  18.1246 

10    —  18  1285 

Here  the  coal,  though  starting  in  a  moderately  dry  condition 
(less  than  two  per  cent.)  lost  seven-tenths  of  one  per  cent  The 
joint  between  the  two  glasses  was  not  perfect,  as  could  be  seen 
on  inspection. 

Instead  of  having  some  glasses  ground,  it  was  found  more 
convenient  to  use  weighing  bottles  with  ground-glass  stoppers. 

Bottle. 

Weight  in  Grammei. 

Tare,  185.8566 

With  coal,  191.8000 

Net  ooal,      5.9484 

191.2995 

191.2995 

191.2961 

This  shows  that  even  with  ground  glass  there  is  danger  of 
some  leak,  but  that  it  was  quite  slight,  less  than  one-tenth  of 
one  per  cent,  in  twelve  hours. 

Two  experiments  were  then  made  with  the  oven  at  abont 
220  degrees  C. 

Four  samples  of  the  same  coal,  put  in  the  oven  together  and 
taken  out  at  various  intervals,  showed  the  following  result  (be- 
tween one  and  two  grammes  of  coal  were  used  in  each) : 

18'  sample  lost  1.50  per  cent.  \ 

,,        ,,       '  ^        ^^  r  All  of  original  weight  in  whole  time  heated. 

148'       "        '•    2.23       "  J 

This  shows,  if  the  samples  were  the  same  (and  the  coal  had 
been  so  thoroughly  mixed  that  there  was  but  little  chance  that 
they  were  not),  first  a  loss,  then  a  gain,  then  a  loss. 

This  was  tried  again,  the  only  difference  in  the  coal  being 
that  the  second  lot  had  been  kept  in  a  separate  and  not  so 
tightly  covered  receptacle  for  about  a  week,  and  was  then  heated 
to  230  degrees  C.  in  the  oven : 


TlM«. 

H. 

M. 

9 

9 

05 

9 

82 

9 

54 

Next  morning 

8 

50 
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94'  sample    loBt  .07  p^^r  cent.  \ 

Q^rt'       ..     K«ne    •  ^^  >•  All  of  o^i^nal  weight  in -whole  time  heated. 

328'       **         lost   .73       *'  3 

The  difference  in  time  may  be  due  to  the  coal  or  to  the  tem- 
perature being  not  quite  the  same.  The  alternate  gain  and  loss 
is  easily  explainable  as  follows :  First,  moisture  (H,0)  is  driven 
off.  Then  the  hydrogen  and  carbon  oxidize  to  H,0  and  CO,, 
and  the  weight  increases.  Then  the  combined  H^O  and  CO, 
thus  formed  are  driven  off,  and  the  weight  decreases.  Probably 
both  actions  are  going  on  simultaneously. 

These  experiments  are  at  220  degrees  C,  but  Fischer's  exper- 
iments, quoted  above,  show  that  the  action  may  probably  occur 
at  100  degrees,  though  perhaps  not  quite  so  rapidly.  It  would 
probably,  like  rot  in  wood,  be  promoted  most  by  alternations  of 
heat  and  cold,  of  moist  air  and  dry  air. 

Another  lot  of  soft  coal,  quite  moist,  was  then  taken,  the 
larger  lumps  were  removed,  and  the  remainder  was  thoroughly 
mixed.  Six  bottles  were  fiUed  as  follows  :  Two  with  about  ten 
grammes  each^  say  two  centimeters  deep ;  two  with  about  twenty- 
four  grammes,  say  four  centimeters  deep  ;  two  with  about  forty- 
five  grammes,  say  eight  centimeters  deep.  The  bottles  were  about 
nine  centimeters  tall  and  two  to  three  centimeters  in  diameter. 

One  bottle  of  each  depth  was  placed  on  top  of  a  battery  of 
two  boilers  at  about  5.30  p.m.,  after  weighing  The  other  three 
were  allowed  to  stand  in  the  laboratory  over  night  and  placed 
over  the  boilers  at  9  a.m.  the  next  morning.  At  4.30  p.m.  all 
six  were  removed  for  weighing.  While  on  the  boilers  they  were 
protected  from  dust  particles.     The  results  were  : 

lliin  coal  in  seven  and  one-half  hoars  lost 6.41  per  cent. 

*•  **     twenty-three  hoars  lost 5.78 

Medium-depth  coal  in  seveo  and  one-half  hours  lost. .  5.9 

*'  *'  **     twenty-three  hoars  lost 5.71 

Full  depth  coal  in  seven  and  one-half  hours  lost 4.88 

'*        ••  ••     twenty  three  hours  lost 6.25 

The  two  full-depth  samples  were  then  dried  an  hour  at  about 
100  degrees  C.  in  the  oven,  with  the  result : 

Seven  and  one-half  hoars  sample,  total  loss 5.8  per  cent. 

Twenty-three  hours  sample,  total  loss 6.4       *' 
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The  temperature  over  the  boilers,  as  shown  by  a  thermometer 
suspended  directly  adjoining  the  coals,  was  43  degrees  to  46 
degrees  C. 

The  pail  from  which  the  above  were  taken,  containing  about 
733  grammes,  and  some  ten  to  twelve  centimeters  deep,  was 
dried  over  the  boiler  for  twenty-three  and  one-half  hours.  Re- 
sult, loss  five  and  three-tenths  per  cent. 

The  apparent  gain  of  weight  in  the  thin  sample  after  seven 
and  one-half  hours  indicates  the  strong  probability  that  oxida- 
tion takes  place  even  at  such  temperature  as  is  found  over 
boilers.  The  deep  samples  show  that  this  temperature  is  not 
enough  to  dry  coal  in  eight  or  even  twenty-four  hours  unless 
good  chance  is  given  for  air  to  reach  all  parts  of  the  coaL  In 
my  own  practice  I  once  kept  a  sample  less  than  four  inches 
deep  over  a  boiler  a  full  week  before  it  ceased  to  lose  weight 

To  see  whether  one  hour  was.  sufficient  to  dry  a  very  wet  coal 
in  a  very  small  sample,  a  lump  of  soft  coal  was  broken  up  and 
partly  screened.  Three  samples  were  taken,  one  consisting  of 
one  lump,  the  second  of  fine  coal  to  which,  after  weighing,  a 
portion  of  water  was  added ;  the  third  was  also  fine.  These 
were  all  dried  for  one  hour  at  about  100  degrees  C,  with  the 
following  result : 

Lamp  coal,  initial  weight 3.7716 

Lo§t 0071 

Percentage  of  loss 019 

Fine  coal,  not  wetted,  initial  weight 1.7243 

Lost 0051 

Percentage  of  loss 80 

Fine  coal,  initial  weight 1.6840 

Wateradded 3109 

Percentage  of  water  added 12.5 

Lost  below  original  weight 0043 

Percentage  of  loss 26 

Here,  although  twelve  and  one-half  per  cent  more  of  water 
had  to  be  evaporated,  the  difference  was  only  four  hundredths 
of  one  per  cent,  in  the  final  result  of  the  two  fine  coals,  while 
the  lump  only  lost  about  two-thirds  as  much  as  the  fine. 

Another  lump  of  coal  was  taken  from  a  wet  lot  of  soft  coal 
and  broken  into  smaller  lumps.  One  of  these  smaller  lumps 
was  broken  in  two ;  one  half  was  ground  in  a  mortar,  and  the 
other  left  as  a  lump,  making  two  samples.     Two  more  samples 
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were  prepared  in  a  similar  way.  A  fifth  sample  was  of  fine  coal 
from  the  original  lot,  which  had  been  kept  with  the  lumps  in  a 
corked  bottle  for  about  two  weeks.  On  account  of  the  closing 
of  the  laboratory,  it  was  found  necessary  to  dry  these  in  two 
times  of  one-half  hour  each. 


No.  of 
BotUe. 


4 
5 
7 
6 
8 


Cod. 


Weight  of  coAl. 


jFlne 

i  Corresponding  lump. 

jFine ; 

i  Corresponding  lamps 
Original  fine 


2.3800 
3.2381 
2.4607 
4.9686 
2.1971 


Lost  first 
half  hoar. 


Per  cent. 
8.93 
2.90 
8.52 
1.55 
5.71 


Lost  second 
half  hour. 


Per  cent. 
.80 
.80 
.28 
.30 
.48 


Total 
loss. 

Per  cent. 
4.28 
8.70 
3.75 
1.85 
6.14 


Here  we  see  that  lump  coal  takes  on  and  gives  up  weight  far 
more  slowly  than  the  fine  coal,  and  very  irregularly.  The  lumps 
of  6  had  as  good  a  chance  to  take  on  and  give  up  moisture  as 
either  4,  5,  or  7. 

Some  of  the  conclusions  that  may  be  drawn  from  the  above 
are  as  follows : 

First,  That  if  we  use  a  large  sample  we  must  dry  it  a  long 
time  to  dry  the  interior,  and  before  the  interior  is  dried  the  ex- 
terior will  begin  to  oxidize. 

Second.  If  we  allow  lumps  to  remain  in  the  sample,  the  lumps 
will  not  have  lost  their  moisture  when  the  fine  coal  has  begun 
to  oxidize. 

Third.  If  we  pulverize  the  coal,  this  will  of  itself  cause  a  cer- 
tain loss.  It  has  not  been  thought  necessary  to  experiment  on 
this. 

Fourth,  If  moisture  corrections  are  to  be  allowed,  a  standard 
method  should  be  adopted,  giving  the  method  of  selecting  the 
sample,  the  method  of  crushing  the  lumps  in  it,  the  size  screen 
it  must  finally  pass  through,  the  precautions  to  be  taken  if  any 
time  elapses  between  its  selection  and  the  moisture  determina- 
tion, the  size  of  the  sample  on  which  the  determination  is  finally 
made,  the  method,  temperature  and  time  of  drying. 

A  theory  which  might  account  for  the  action  of  the  coal  is  as 
follows :  Coal,  exclusive  of  the  ash,  consists  chiefly  of  C  H,  and 
O,  with  a  little  N  and  S.  Some  of  the  C  exists  as  C.  The  rest 
of  the  coal  consists  of  various  combinations  of  C  with  H,  of  H 
with   O  (this  as  H,0).  and  of  combinations  of  C,  H,  and  O. 
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Of  the  latter  probably  some  are  true  chemical  combinations,  the 
others  are  combinations  of  various  hydro-carbons  with  a  certain 
number  of  molecules  of  water,  in  the  same  way  that  water  of 
crystallization  enters  into  various  salts.  These  water  molecules, 
in  combination  with  the  hydro-carbons,  may  pass  off  in  dry  air 
at  a  low  temperature,  or  at  100  degrees  C,  or  they  may  refuse 
to  pass  off  at  200  degrees,  or  even  400  degrees  C,  just  as  the 
water  in  clay  will  not  all  pass  off  except  at  a  red  heat.  These 
combinatioDS  are  also  probably  very  unstable,  so  that  a  reaction 
which  does  not  take  place  at  once  may  begin  a  little  latter  and 
then  proceed  or  stop.  Thus,  when  coal  is  heated,  first  the  true 
H,0  and  some  of  the  combined  H,0  may  pass  off^  and  at  the 
same  time  some  of  the  hydro-carbons  take  up  O  from  the  air  and 
change  into  other  combinations  with  combined  H,0  as  a  pari 
Then  this  combined  H2O  passes  off,  while  more  hydro-carbons 
are  taking  up  more  O,  from  the  air.  The  exact  gain  or  loss  of 
weight  in  a  given  time  would  depend  on  which  of  these  three 
sots  of  reactions  had  gone  on  farthest. 

Some  action  certainly  occurs  even  at  ordinary  temperatures, 
as  is  shown  by  the  spontaneous  combustion  of  coaL  It  is  prob- 
able that  for  each  temperature  and  degree  of  humidity  of  the 
air  each  coal  tends  towards  some  definite  percentage  of  moisture, 
but  that  this  percentage  is  continuously  varying  according  to 
the  previous  history  and  treatment  of  the  coal.  A  sample  once 
heated  to  100  degrees  C.  will  never  afterwards  act  just  the  same 
as  a  sample  not  so  heated.  I  hope,  before  long,  to  make  some 
investigations  on  coal  dried  in  a  nitrogen  atmosphere. 

DISCUSSION. 

Mr.  William,  II ,  Bryan. — ^I  am  sure  that  we  all  feel  indebted  to 
Mr.  Hale  for  the  investigation  which  he  has  made  of  this  subject. 
I  have  more  than  once  expressed  my  disapproval  of  the  common 
method  of  drying  a  sample  of  the  coal  on  top  of  the  boiler  flue, 
and  thus  determining  its  percentage  of  moisture,  and  making  a  cor- 
responding reduction  in  the  coal  actually  burned.  It  seems  to  me 
that  we  want  to  base  all  results  on  the  coal  as  it  actually  comes 
from  the  mines.  Such  moisture  as  then  exists  in  it  is  cha/racteru' 
tic  of  the  coal,  and  should  be  charged  against  it.  Moisture  which 
may  have  been  added  by  rain,  snow,  or  by  wetting-down  during 
unloading,  should,  so  far  as  possible,  be  eliminated  entirely. 
Wherever  possible,  I  have  the  entire  lot  of  coal  to  be  burned 
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dried  in  the  open  air  for  at  least  twenty-four  hours  before  the 
test,  which  usually  eliminates  all  the  accidental  or  mechanical 
water.  I  then  bum  the  coal  in  this  condition  without  any  cor- 
rection whatever  for  moisture,  as  I  see  no  reason  why  the  boiler 
is  entitled  to  any  allowance  on  this  score. 

If  only  a  small  sample  is  dried,  how  can  we  be  sure  it  is  a  char* 
acteristic  sample?  And  how  shall  we  make  the  correction  prop- 
erly? Shall  we  only  deduct  its  weight  from  the  coal  charged? 
ShaU  we  also  deduct  the  heat  required  to  evaporate  it  ?  Even 
then,  have  we'  measured  its  harmful  effect  fully  ? 

Prof.  J,  H.  KmeaZy. — It  seems  to  me  that  if  we  are  to  deter- 
mine the  moisture  of  the  coal  it  ought  to  be  done  in  the  labora- 
tory. It  ought  not  be  done  in  ihe  boiler-room  at  all.  It  is  a 
chemical  question.  We  should  determine  all  the  impurities  of 
the  coal  in  the  laboratory,  not  in  the  boiler-room ;  and  the  man 
who  does  the  work  should  be  a  man  skilled  in  that  kind  of  work, 
and  it  is  better  to  have  a  chemist  to  do  it. 

Mr.  William  Kent. — I  did  the  very  thing  that  Professor  Kin- 
ealy  recommends.  I  sent  it  to  a  laboratory  and  got  two  different 
results  from  two  different  laboratories  boih  the  identical  sample 
of  coal. 

In  regard  to  what  Mr.  Bryan  said  about  drying  the  coal,  I  think 
it  would  be  very  good  if  we  could  always  do  that.  I  once  had  to 
make  a  test,  lasting  a  whole  week,  in  a  cellar,  and  ruuning  three 
or  four  hundred  horse-power  night  and  day,  and  the  coal  was 
received  mixed  with  water  and  snow  and  ice,  and  it  was  impracti- 
cable to  dry  it  at  all.  It  was  dripping  coal,  and  we  had  to  dry 
samples  of  it  on  the  flue  and  got  about  7  per  cent,  of  moisture. 
Mr.  Hale's  paper  certainly  shows  that  all  determinations  of 
moisture  are  liable  to  error.  I  have  thought  of  a  plan  for  deter- 
mining moisture  in  coal  that  I  would  like  to  submit  to  the  Society 
and  ask  if  any  one  knows  about  such  a  method.  Get  a  galvanized 
ash  or  garbage  can  which  will  hold  about  50  pounds.  Put  a  flange 
on  the  outside.  Set  it  inside  of  another  ash  can  a  trifle  larger, 
and  connect  a  steam  pipe  to  one  side  and  put  a  little  drip  pipe  at 
the  bottom.  Felt  the  whole  apparatus  so  as  to  keep  it  hot  Put 
in  the  middle,  say,  a  tin  pipe  4  or  5  inches  in  diameter,  with 
a  lot  of  holes  dented  in  it,  so  that  the  moisture  coming  from  any 
part  of  the  coal  has  only  to  go  into  this  pipe  to  get  out ;  and  with 
this  layer  of  coal  only  4  or  5  inches  thick.  The  problem  is,  how 
long  will  it  take  for  that  coal  to  get  heated  up  to  212  degrees,  so 
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tbat  its  moisture  will  evaporate?  The  advantage  is,  we  can  take 
this  out  and  weigh  it  every  half  hoar  or  so.  I  think  in  testing  a 
series  of  coals  this  will  give  us  relative  results ;  and  if  it  has  a 
constant  error  we  may  determine  that  later  by  the  chemist's  work, 
and  be  able  to  correct  our  results  accordingly.  I  would  like  to 
know  if  any  one  has  seen  the  use  of  such  an  apparatus,  and  if 
they  have  any  opinion  of  how  it  would  work. 

Mr.  Gvstaviis  (7.  Ilenning, — ^I  have  an  opinion  on  that  We 
have  ju«t  heard  that  these  Western  coals  have  a  good  deal  of  vola- 
tile gas.  If  the  steam  heats  the  coal  to  212  degrees,  we  might 
lose  the  volatile  part  of  that  coal.  If  I  were  to  make  an  amend- 
ment to  that  apparatus  I  would  simply  do  this — use  it  practically 
as  it  is  and  have  a  little  chamber  with  some  calcium  in  it ;  pass  air 
over  it  and  through  the  coal  at  ordinary  temperatures — the  freez- 
ing point,  if  you  like.  Passing  the  air  over  calcium  will  absorb 
the  moisture,  and  thereby  the  coal  will  not  be  heated,  and  there 
will  be  much  less  chance  of  oxidation,  which,  as  some  say,  does 
occur  in  passing  warm  air  through  bituminous  coals.  Most  hard 
coals  would  not  be  affected.  But  I  think  heating  by  steam  is  not 
the  best  thing  to  do  f6r  great  quantities  of  coals  used,  especially 
those  mined  in  the  AUeghanies  and  west  of  them.  Inasmuch  as 
the  drying  power  of  dry  air  is  much  greater  than  that  of  air 
heated  by  steam  without  removing  moisture,  better  and  quicker 
results  will  be  obtained.  I  do  not  see  why  this  method  should  not 
be  used.  It  is  very  simple.  We  can  in  almost  all  cases  get  a 
little  air  pressure  or  suction,  to  drive  or  draw  air  through  the 
sample  of  coal,  and  calcium  is  readily  obtainable  and  inexpensive  ; 
this  will  readily  absorb  the  slight  moisture  which  is  in  the  air,  and 
can  be  used  over  and  over  again. 

Mr.  II,  II.  Suplee. — Mr.  Henning  has  brought  up  one  point 
which  I  think  bears  at  once  on  the  open-air  method  of  drying 
spoken  of.  I  have  had  no  experience  in  drying  coal,  but  I  have 
had  experience  iu  drying  other  materials,  and  I  have  found  it  is 
necessary  to  consider  the  humidity  of  the  atmosphere ;  under 
some  circumstances  the  material  will  scarcely  dry  at  all,  and 
under  others  very  readily.  The  time  element  depends  on  the 
humidity  of  the  atmosphere,  and  also  the  method  in  which  it  is 
exposed.  I  think  in  the  apparatus  which  Mr.  Kent  proposes,  that 
even  with  a  central  tube  there  would  be  such  a  difference  in  tem- 
perature that  the  drying  would  be  unequal,  and  the  outer  portions 
would  begin  to  gain  before  the  inner  portions  began  to  lose.     I 
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oertainlj  think  Mr.  Henning  has  struck  the  right  point — Shaving 
dry  air,  absolutely  dry,  and  the  moisture  taken  up  by  the  air 
afterwards  measured.  It  is  a  laboratory  experiment  on  a  large 
scale,  but  certainly  a  practical  ona  There  are  plenty  of  good 
forms  of  drying  apparatus  for  other  mechanical  purposes,  which 
might  just  as  well  be  applied  to  coal  as  anything  else. 

Mr,  A.  A,  Cary. — I  am  inclined  to  agree  with  Professor  Kin- 
ealy,  that  it  is  not  the  simplest  thing  to  expel  the  moisture  from 
coal.  I  learned  recently  that  the  method  pursued  at  Sibley  Col- 
lege, under  Professor  Carpenter's  direction,  for  drying  coal,  is  to 
put  their  sample  in  a  vessel  or  flask  with  a  neck  or  opening.  The 
drying  in  this  vessel  is  continued  until  a  slight  showing  of  ignition 
appears  where  the  gas  given  off  from  the  coal,  escaping  at  the  neck^ 
meets  a  small  flame  whose  direction  is  across  the  mouth  of  the 
flask.  This  indicates  that  the  beginning  of  distillation  has  been 
reached  and  volatile  matter  is  escaping.  The  sample  of  coal  is 
then  weighed  and  the  loss  is  called  the  moisture.  If  coal  is  heated 
to  212  degrees,  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  volatile  gases  begin 
to  be  driven  otL 

Mr.  Carleton  TT.  Nanon. — Although  I  believe  that  the  testing 
of  coals  should  almost  invariably  be  referred  to  the  chemist  ahd 
laboratory,  there  aTe  times  when  the  determination  of  water  alone 
is  desirable,  and  this  can,  in  my  opinion,  be  done  in  the  boiler- 
room  with  considerable  accuracy  and  with  a  comparatively  sim- 
ple and  inexpensive  apparatus. 

In  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Kent  yesterday,  I  suggested  to  him 
that  instead  of  taking  the  difference  between  the  weights  of  coal 
before  and  after  drying  as  a  means  of  hygrometric  analysis,  by 
the  method  with  iron  cylinder  and  central  vent  tube  just  shown 
by  him,  it  would  be  better  to  collect  the  water  driven  off  by  heat 
and  weigh  it. 

For  this  purpose  I  propose  to  use  a  steam-jacketed  cylinder 
containing,  in  order  to  obtain  a  fair  average  of  the  coal  pile,  not 
less  than  50  pounds  of  fuel.  Its  top  is  to  be  closed  with  a  bolted 
cover,  into  which  is  to  be  connected  a  half-inch  pipe  through 
which  all  vapors  and  steam  will  pass  into  a  worm,  the  latter  being 
surrounded  by  iced  water  in  a  pail.  Steam  at  any  desired  pres- 
sure from  the  boiler  is  to  be  admitted  to  the  jacketed  cylinder, 
by  which  the  temperature  of  the  whole  mass  is  to  be  raised 
to  a  point  considerably  above  212  degrees.  After  vapor  ceases 
to   be  discharged,  the  water  is  to   be  weighed   and  its  weight 
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compared  with  that  of  the  coal,  both  before  and  after  it  has 
been  dried. 

While  it  is  evident  that  much  volatile  hydrocarbon  vapor  will 
pass  over  with  the  steam,  its  escape  in  no  way  interferes  with  the 
water  determination,  for  all  steam  will  necessarily  be  condensed ; 
it  is,  on  the  contrary,  an  advantage,  for  the  difference  in  weight 
of  coal  after  drying  and  that  of  the  water  collected  will  give  an 
approximate  weight  of  free  hydrocarbon  vapor  contained  in  the 
coal  sample. 

Such  an  apparatus  would  have  a  distinct  advantage  over  the 
cruder  boiler-room  methods  hitherto  used,  where  coal  has  been 
dried  in  the  open  air  and  only  differences  in  it«  weight  before  and 
after  drying  taken,  for  the  reason  that  a  wide  range  in  time  and 
temperature  is  probably  permissible  without  affecting  the  weight 
of  water  collected ;  while  by  long  exposure  to  heat  and  high  tem- 
perature the  coal  under  examination  would  doubtless  continue  to 
lose  weight,  only  the  water  given  out  would  be  condensed,  and  I 
believe  by  this  method  water  analysis  of  duplicate  samples  can 
be  repeated  with  but  little  variation  in  resulta 

Mr.  Kent. — I  n^lected  to  state  that  an  addition  to  that 
apparatus  was  a  hood  over  the  top  and  the  pipe  carrying  the 
moisture  into  a  cooling  chamber,  as  Mr.  Nadon  has  su^ested. 
My  idea  was  to  put  it  in  a  flask  surrounded  by  water.  The  worm 
is  a  still  better  idea,  of  course. 

Mr,  li,  S.  Hale,* — Mr.  Bryan's  method  is,  I  take  it,  to  get  rid, 
as  far  as  possible,  of  any  abnormal  amount  of  moisture  before 
weighing  the  coal  for  the  test.  Of  course,  he  recognizes  that  air- 
dried  coal  is  not  in  exactly  the  same  condition  as  when  it  came 
from  the  mine,  but  when  testing  two  coals  his  method  seems 
better  than  drying  at  a  higher  temperature  and  making  a  correct 
tion.  When  the  object  is  to  test  the  boiler,  it  is  proper  to  correct 
for  that  part  of  the  volatile  constituents  of  the  coal  that  we  call 
**  moisture  "  which  has  no  heat  value,  just  as  it  is  proper  to  cor- 
rect for  a  brick  that  some  boy  may  have  thrown  into  the  coal 
cart  or  for  the  pieces  of  slate  the  miner  has  omitted  to  pick  out 
when  he  mined  the  coal.  But  even  in  a  boiler  test  as  distin- 
guished from  a  coal  test  it  would  seem  advisable  to  air-dry  the 
coal  as  Mr.  Bryan  suggests  before  making  the  other  corrections. 

Mr.  Kent's  and  Mr.  Gary's  suggestions  do  not  meet  the  diffi- 
culty that  some  of  the  water  driven  off  at  even  ordinary  tempera- 
*  Author's  closure,  under  the  Rules.- 
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tures,  80  degrees  or  100  degrees  Fahr.,  was  very  likely  in  chemical 
combination  with  the  coal.  In  coal  we  always  find  some  oxygen 
and  some  hydrogen  even  in  the  dryest  coal,  and  if  we  heat  the 
coal  to  a  certain  point  we  get  some  of  this  driven  oflf  as  water,  and 
if  we  heat  it  hotter  still  more  comes  offi  It  seems  to  the  writer 
that  Mr.  Henning  has  strack  the  right  idea,  if  we  are  going  to 
make  an  absolute  determination  of  the  moisture,  in  keeping  the 
coal  at  its  normal  temperature  throughout.  But  the  absolute 
determination  is,  perhaps,  not  necessary  for  technical  work.  We 
may  not  know  the  absolute  strength  of  a  piece  of  iron  ;.we  only 
know  that  if  we  test  it  in  a  government  test  piece  we  get  a  figure 
of  so  many  pounds  ]>er  square  inch,  and  quite  a  different  figure  in 
a  standard  test  piece.  Will  not  one  of  these  methods  of  dry- 
ing at  100  degrees  C.  or  212  degrees  Fahr.  give  us  results  that 
will  be  of  more  practical  value  in  boiler  and  coal  testing  than 
even  the  absolute  determination  ?  The  essential  point  seems  to 
the  writer  that  we  should  all  use  the  same  method ;  then,  even  if 
the  results  are  not  the  absolute  moisture,  they  will  at  least  be 
comparative.  Hinrichs  found  when  proximately  analyzing  coal 
that  he  could  repeat  results  for  the  volatile  matter  to  -^  per  cent, 
if  he  used  the  same  method,  but  got  a  variation  of  16  per  cent 
with  different  methods,  and  the  same  thing  holds  true  of  the 
moisture  determinations.  Possibly  two  alternate  methods  might 
be  recommended.  One  a  method  which  could  be  employed  by  any 
engineer  with  a  set  of  ordinary  scales.  For  the  other  we  should 
consult  the  chemists  or  even  leave  the  method  entirely  to  them, 
but  we  should  feel  sure  that  even  the  chemists  used  a  standard 
method  for  our  determinations  instead  of  making  their  individual 
choice  out  of  all  the  methods  which  have  ever  been  proposed. 
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Dcxai.* 
NEW  FORM  OF  STEAM  CALORIMETER. 

BT  R.  C.  CARPBNTKB,  ITHACA,  N.  T. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

The  calorimeter  described  in  the  following  paper  has  been  in 
use  in  the  laboratories  of  Sibley  College  in  the  form  described 
for  about  one  year,  although  an  instrument  somewhat  similar  in 

construction  had  been  previously  used 
for  several  years. 

The  instrument  may  be  described  as 
follows :  It  consists  of  two  vessels,  one 
being  interior  to  the  other;  the  outer 
vessel  surrounds  the  interior  one  so  as 
to  leave  a  space  which  answers  for  a 
steam  jacket.  The  interior  vessel  is 
provided  with  a  water-gauge  glass  10 
and  a  graduated  scale  12.  The  sample 
of  steam  whose  quality  is  to  be  deter- 
mined is  supplied  through  the  pipe  6 
into  the  upper  portion  of  the  interior 
vessel  The  water  in  the  steam  is  thrown 
downward  into  the  cup  14,  together  with 
more  or  less  of  the  steam ;  the  course  of 
the  steam  and  water  is  then  changed 
through  an  angle  of  nearly  180  degrees, 
which  causes  the  greater  weight  of  water 
to  be  thrown  outward  through  the 
meshes  in  the  cup  into  the  space  3  below  in  the  inner  chamber. 
The  cup  serves  to  prevent  the  current  of  steam  from  taking  up 
any  moisture  which  has  already  been  thrown  out  by  the  force 
of  inertia.  The  meshes  or  fins  project  upward  into  the  inside 
of  the  cup,  so  that  any  water  intercepted  will  drip  into  the 
chamber  3.     The  steam  then  passes  upward,  and  enters  the  top 

♦Presented  at  the  St.  Louis  meeting  (May,  18^6)  of  the  American  Society  of 
Mechanical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the  Tran^actionM, 


Fig.  180. 
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of  the  outside  chamber.  It  is  discharged  from  the  outside 
chamber  through  an  orifice  8  of  known  area  in  the  bottom  part, 
which  is  much  smaller  than  any  section  of  the  passages  through 
the  calorimeter,  so  that  the  steam  in  the  outer  chamber  suffers 
no  sensible  reduction  in  pressure  by  passing  through  the  calo- 
rimeter. The  pressure  in  the  outer  chamber,  being  the  same 
as  in  the  interior,  has  the  same  temperature,  and  consequently 
no  loss  by  radiation  can  take  place  from  the  interior  chamber 
except  that  which  takes  place  from  the  exposed  surface  of  the 
gauge  glass.  The  pressure  in  the  outer  chamber,  and  also  the 
flow  of  steam  in  a  given  time,  is  shown  by  suitably  engraved 
scales  on  the  attached  gauge.  The  scale  for  showing  the  flow 
of  steam  is  the  outer  one  on  the  gauge  and  is  graduated  by  trial, 
and  gives  the  weight  which  is  discharged  in  ten  minutes  of  time. 

By  what  is  commonly  known  as  Napier's  law,  the  flow  of 
steam  through  an  orifice  from  a  higher  to  a  lower  pressure  is 
proportional  to  the  absolute  steam  pressure,  until  the  pressure 
{gainst  which  the  flow  takes  place  equals  or  exceeds  .6  of  that 
in  the  vessel  under  pressure.  The  accuracy  of  this  law  has 
been  discussed  in  a  paper  by  Professor  Peabody,  vol.  xi.,  p.  187, 
Transactions,  and  it  has  also  been  tested  by  experiments  in 
Sibley  College.  The  experiments  in  both  cases  indicate  its  sub- 
stantial accuracy.  The  reading  of  the  pressure  gauge  is  pro- 
portional to  pressures  above  the  atmosphere,  and  hence  the 
calibration  curve  will  not  give  results  proportional  to  gauge 
readings,  and,  furthermore,  there  will  be  a  slight  correction  due 
to  change  in  barometer  reading.  This  latter  correction  is,  how- 
ever, exceedingly  small,  and  will  never  make  any  sensible  error 
in  results.  Thus  a  change  in  barometer  of  one  inch  would  in- 
crease or  diminish  results  by  only  one  230th  part  when  the 
steam  pressure  is  100  pounds.  This  would  seldom  exceed  one 
one-hundredth  of  one  per  cent.  The  values  of  the  calibrations 
on  the  gauge  can  readily  be  verified  by  condensing  the  discharge 
steam  for  a  given  period  of  time. 

The  graduations  of  the  scale  12  attached  to  the  inner  vessel 
show,  when  the  index  is  set  properly,  the  weight  of  water  in 
pounds  and  hundredths  which  has  been  separated  from  the 
steam.  This  scale  is  graduated  by  actual  calibration  with  water 
at  a  temperature  of  100  degrees,  and  corrected  for  a  coefficient  of 
expansion  so  as  to  bp  as  nearly  as  possible  correct  for  water  at 
a  temperature  corresponding  to  a  steam  pressure  of  100  pounds. 
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This  correction  is,  however,  a  v.ry  small  amount  and  of  no 
practical  importance,  as  it  would  seldom  affect  the  results  by 
even  one  one-hundredth  of  one  per  cent  The  percentage  of 
moisture  in  the  steam  is  found  by  dividing  the  weight  of  water, 
as  shown  on  the  inner  reading  of  the  gauge,  by  the  sum  of  this 
quantity  and  that  shown  on  the  attac];ied  gauge ;  the  quality  or 
percentage  of  dry  steam  by  dividing  the  difference  of  the  read- 
ings by  the  sum. 

In  the  use  of  the  instrument,  the  outer  vessel  and  connected 
pipe  through  which  the  sample  is  obtained  should  be  carefully 
clothed  to  prevent  unnecessary  loss  of  heat  by  radiation. 

The  total  size  of  the  instrument  is  about  10x2.^  inches, 
and  its  weight  about  six  pounds,  so  that  it  is  in  portable  and 
convenient  form. 

The  accuracy  of  the  instrument  depends  first  on  the  accuracy 
of  the  scales,  both  of  which  can  be  readily  verified  by  experi- 
ment ;  second,  upon  the  complete  separation  of  the  water  &om 
the  steam  by  the  separator.  This  was  tested  by  a  large  num- 
ber of  experiments,  by  discharging  the  steam  from  the  outer 
vessel  through  a  throttling  calorimeter.  Nearly  one  hundred 
observations  were  made,  the  average  results  of  which  as  given 
in  the  following  table  show  the  exhaust  steam  in  the  conditions 
tested  to  have  a  quality  of  99.998  per  cent.  As  it  is  certain  that 
some  loss  of  heat  occurred  between  the  two  instruments,  it  is 
believed  that  we  can  consider  with  confidence  the  steam  as 
passing  from  the  inner  into  the  outer  vessel  perfectly  dry  and 
saturated. 

Table  giving  results  of  examination  of  quality  of  steam  dis- 
charged from  inner  to  outer  vessel : 
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Separating  Calobimbter. 
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' 
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25 
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1.15              4  45 

79.46 
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99.95 

6 

25 

78.2 

0.15             5.20 

97.2 

'     281  3 

100.00 

6 

25 

80.8 

0.526           4.25 

89.005 

286  5 

100.00 

6 

25 

79.5 

0.150           4.75 

96.94 
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6 

25 

78.5 

0.300    ;      5.000 

94. 84 

'     282.8 

100.00 

6 

25 

77.6 

0.150           5.45 

97  32 

282.3 

100  00 

6 

24 

79.5 

1.8              4.55 

71.65 

1     280.1 

99.94 

6 

24 

78.5 

1.4              4.90 

77  77 

279.5 

99.9 

6 

20 

88.5 

1.15      ,      4.1 

77.67 

286.5 

100.00 

5 

20 

81.6 

1.70      '      4.75 

73.64 

1     282,7 

99.98 

5 

20 

74.8 

0.65             3.95 

85.87 

283.7 
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20 
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0.a5             3.95 
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100.06 

5 

20 

82  6 

0.35             4.15 

92.22 

285.6 
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5 

20 

81.5 

0.20             3.95 

95.15 

285.2 

100.05 

5 

20 

81.4 

2.20            4.825 

66.28 

1     283.1 

100.0 

5 

20 

80.3 

0.30            4.55 

98.81 

!     282.8 

100.0 

5 

20 

82.0 

0.20            4.65 

95.8 

282.8 

99.98 

5 

20 

81.1 

0.20            4.40 

95  7 

284.0 

lUO.O 

5 

Average  of  18  trials,  involving  98  observations,  99.998 

It  is  also  true  that  a  considerable  error  in  the  weight  of  steam 
discharged  will  affect  the  results  but  very  little,  since  in  every 
practical  case  the  moisture  is  a  small  percentage  of  the  total. 
Thus,  supposing  that  the  results  of  our  examination  show  five  per 
cent,  moisture,  but  that  an  error  in  the  weight  of  the  steam  dis- 
charged of  five  per  cent,  has  been  made.  In  that  case  the  correc- 
tion to  our  result  should  be  but  .05  or  one-twentieth  of  the  results 
obtained,  in  this  case  amounting  to  one-fourth  of  one  per  cent 
The  above  is  an  extreme  case,  and  is  several  times  greater  than 
any  that  is  likely  to  occur,  as  shown  by  the  results  of  various 
tests  quoted. 

Third,  the  loss  by  radiation  in  the  exposed  portions  of  the 
water  glass  and  fittings.  This  surface  is  a  very  small  portion  of 
the  whole  surface,  and  the  loss  by  radiation  is  always  an  ex- 
ceedingly small  amount.  We  have  made  a  number  of  experi- 
ments in  Sibley  College  to  determine  this  amount,  and  have  con- 
sidered that  in  every  case  it  affects  the  results  less  than  errors 
40 
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of  observation.  We  have  tested  this  quantity  by  comparing 
the  instrament  with  a  throttling  calorimeter  taking  steam  of 
essentially  the  same  quality,  and  the  difference  has  always  been 
a  very  small  fraction  of  one  per  cent.  Professor  W.  C.  Unwin,  in 
a  paper  before  the  Institution  of  Civil  Engineers  on  the  determi- 
nation of  the  dryness  of  steam,  also  gives  tests  of  this  instrument 
as  compared  with  a  throttling  instrument,  and  considers  that 


Fig.  181. 

the  results  in  every  case  practically  confirm  each  other.  It 
could  if  essential  be  tested  by  passing  dr>'  steam  through  the 
instrument. 

An  instrument  somewhat  like  that  described  above  has  been 
in  use  some  years  in  connection  with  a  graduated  condensing 
can,  as  shown  in  Fig.  181,  for  receiving  the  steam  discharged  from 
the  outer  chamber.     This  has  proved  a  very  serviceable  instru- 
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menty  bnt  not  as  portable  nor  as  conyenient  to  use  as  the  form 
described  in  this  paper. 

Still  earlier  forms  of  separating  calorimeters  were  described 
by  the  writer  in  vol.  xii.,  page  825,  Transactions. 

The  question  has  recently  been  raised  regarding  the  value  of 
calorimetric  determinations  from  the  fact  that  great  difficulty  is 
experienced  in  obtaining  a  sample  of  steam  which  fairly  repre- 
sents the  average  in  the  steam  pipe.  This  great  variation  of 
samples  of  steam  was  pointed  out  in  a  paper,  "  Notes  Eegarding 
Calorimeters,"  vol.  xii.,  page  827,  Transactions,  and  numerous 
experiments  were  cited  showing  great  variation.  Valuable  in- 
formation has  also  been  laid  before  the  Society  by  papers  at  the 
Detroit  meeting  by  Professor  Jacobus,  and  at  the  last  meeting 
in  New  York  by  Professor  Denton.  The  writer  believes  from 
occasional  expressions  seen  in  the  technical  press  that  there  is  a 
tendency  to  extend  the  application  of  the  conclusions  drawn 
from  the  experiments  to  a  greater  field  than  the  experiments 
would  warrant  or  the  authors  desire.  The  laboratories  of  Sibley 
College  have  also  been  engaged  in  the  further  investigation  of 
this  subject,  and  while  these  investigations  are  not  concluded 
the  writer  feels  that  the  following  conclusions  are  justified  and 
may  in  a  certain  measure  serve  to  guide  calorimetry  practice. 

They  may  be  briefly  stated  as  follows :  First,  the  steam  ordi- 
narily discharged  from  a  boiler  of  proper  proportion  and  in 
good  working  condition  carries  an  exceedingly  small  percentage 
of  water  Second,  a  certain  amount  of  water  will  be  carried 
along  by  the  steam  in  the  form  of  vapor  or  small  drops ;  that 
this  amount  varies  somewhat  with  the  velocity,  but  probably 
does  not  exceed  two  or  three  per  cent,  by  weight,  and  further- 
more, a  fair  sample  of  such  steam  is  usually  obtained  by  any  of 
the  ordinary  methods  in  use.  Third,  water  is  sometimes  thrown 
from  the  boiler  in  large  amounts,  and  in  such  a  case  it  will  usu- 
ally remain  distinct  from  the  steam  and  will  pass  along  the 
bottom  of  horizontal  pipes  in  a  stream  of  greater  or  less  depth, 
and  will  flow  if  moving  downward  in  a  vertical  pipe  in  irregular 
positions  depending  upon  its  velocity  and  various  other  consid- 
erations. Steam  carrying  water  in  this  way  when  ascending  in 
a  vertical  pipe  will  probably  be  irregularly  charged,  and  samples 
drawn  from  time  to  time  are  likely  to  vary  greatly.  This  con- 
dition can  usually  be  considered  an  abnormal  one  and  probably 
cannot  be  fairly  sampled  by  any  method.     In  case  large  amounts 
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of  water  are  thrown  over,  the  quality  of  the  steam  cannot  be 
even  approximately  obtained  without  the  use  of  a  steam  sepa- 
rator for  removing  the  excess  of  water.  Fourth,  steam,  even  in 
a  very  dry  condition,  is  likely  to  deposit  a  film  of  water  on  the 
inside  of  the  pipe  by  condensation.  This  amount  is  rarely  of 
sufficient  importance  to  greatly  affect  the  results,  but  if  the 
calorimeter  is  so  located  as  to  draw  this  directly  into  the  pipe, 
it  may  show  very  wet  steam  when  the  contrary  condition 
actually  exists. 

The  writer  believes  that  samples  for  calorimetric  determina- 
tion should  be  drawn  from  a  vertical  pipe  in  which  there  is  an 
ascending  current  of  steam,  and  that  the  sample  should  be  taken 
as  uniformly  as  possible  from  all  sections  of  the  pipe,  except 
that  no  steam  should  be  drawn  immediately  adjacent  the  ex- 
terior portion  of  the  pipe ;  and  in  such  a  case  the  results  will 
indicate,  if  substantially  uniform,  in  all  cases  not  showing  an 
excessive  amount  of  moisture,  the  average  quality  of  the  steam 
within  reasonable  limits  of  errors  of  observation. 

Further,  if  the  determinations  obtained  by  the  calorimeter 
in  this  position  are  irregular,  or  show  large  percentages  of 
error,  it  may  be  reasonably  doubted  that  the  sample  of  steam 
obtained  is  accurate. 

Fifth,  a  steam  separator  is  always  desirable  to  remove  excess 
of  water  fi'om  the  main  steam  pipe,  in  which  case  determina- 
tions should  be  taken  after  the  steam  has  passed  the  separator. 
The  writer,  however,  believes  from  his  own  experience  that  the 
use  of  the  separator  will  not  be  found  essential  in  one  case  oat 
of  twenty,  for  the  reason  that  water  is  very  rarely  thrown  into 
the  steam  in  larger  quantities  than  the  steam  itself  will  take  up 
and  retain  in  a  uniformly  distributed  condition. 

Note. — The  propriety  of  the  uame  "  calorimeter  "for  iDBtmments  of  thiM  kind 
which  determiDe  the  amoant  of  water  by  mechanical  8ef)aration  and  not  by  meas- 
urement of  the  beat  may  well  be  qaeetioned.  No  other  name,  however,  occurrisg 
as  appropriate,  the  one  in  common  use  has  been  retained. 

DISCUSSION. 

Mr.  Geo.  U.  Barms. — The  principal  new  feature  in  this  instru- 
ment consists  in  simply  putting  on  a  graduated  scale  indicating 
the  flow  of  steam  through  tlie  orifice,  and  doing  away  with  the 
condensing  graduated  can  which  distinguishes  the  present  form 
of  Carpenter  separating  calorimeter. 
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Anj  change  of  a  machine  which'  enables  one  thing  to  do  the 
work  formerly  done  by  two  things  is  an  improvement,  and  the 
instrument  described  may  be  classed  in  the  category  of  such  im- 
provements, but  I  have  looked  in  vain  through  the  paper  for  any 
feature  which  entitles  the  changed  instrument  to  be  called  a  new 
form  of  caloHmeter. 

It  would  avoid  some  confusion  if  the  title  of  this  paper  were 
changed,  for  in  one  of  the  earlier  volumes  of  the  Transdctions 
there  is  a  paper  on  almost  identically  the  same  subject,  though 
treating  of  a  radically  different  instrument.  I  refer  to  the  paper 
submitted  by  myself  and  describing  the  so-called  "  superheating  " 
calorimeter. 

There  are  some  points  in  the  paper  to  be  criticised. 

The  professor  states  that  "  no  loss  by  radiation  can  take  place 
from  the  inner  chamber  except  that  which  takes  place  from  the 
exposed  surface  of  the  gauge  glass."  I  am  sorry  to  differ  with 
the  author  on  this  point,  for  in  this  I  believe  he  is  wrong.  There 
is  a  solid  metal  connection  between  the  inner  and  outer  chamber 
at  the  two  points  where  the  gauge-glass  fittings  are  applied,  and 
a  solid  screwed  connection  between  the  two  at  the  entrance  of 
the  steam  supply.  If  these  connections  were  insulated  so  that 
no  conduction  of  heat  could  take  place  from  one  to  the  other,  the 
professor's  statement  would  be  warranted,  but  with  the  condi- 
tions as  they  exist,  there  is  one  unbroken  continuity  of  metal 
from  the  inner  chamber  to  the  outer  one,  and  any  loss  due  to 
radiation  from  the  exterior  surface  will  be  felt  all  the  way 
through. 

The  paper  gives  the  results  of  a  test  showing  the  apparent  per- 
fectipn  with  which  the  instrument  separates  the  water  from  the 
steam.  The  calorimeter  does  this  so  perfectly  that,  according  to 
the  figures  reported,  only  j-^  of  one  per  cent  of  moisture 
remains  in  the  steam.  Such  reputed  perfection  appears  to  me 
impossible,  and  I  believe  the  figures  given  are  in  some  way 
erroneous.  The  professor  himself  seems  to  question  their  relia- 
bility in  saying  '^  it  is  certain  that  some  loss  of  heat  occurred 
between  the  two  instruments"  (that  is,  between  the  outlet  of  the 
separating  calorimeter  and  the  inlet  of  the  throttling  instrument 
which  was  used  for  the  comparison).  Upon  this  point  is  it  not  true 
that  there  was  even  more  loss  than  simply  that  occurring  between 
the  instruments?  How  about  radiation  from  the  outside  of  the 
apparatus  ?     Assuming  the  steam  to  be  dry  on  leaving  the  sepa- 
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rating  chamber,  it  certainly  took  on  moisture  in  passing  out 
through  the  sarroanding  jacket  space  before  it  reached  the  orifice 
of  the  outer  chamber.  Moisture  would  be  formed  on  account  of 
the  radiation  loss.  The  exterior  may  have  been  covered,  but 
even  with  the  best  protection  some  loss  occurred,  and  whatever 
it  amounted  to  should  have  appeared  in  the  indications  of  the 
throttling  calorimeter  beyond.  The  area  of  the  exterior  surface,  ^ 
according  to  dimensions  given,  was  about  one-half  a  square  foot, 
and  this  would  condense  at  least  one-eighth  of  a  pound  of  steam 
per  hour.  The  quantity  passing  through  in  an  hour,  judging 
from  the  table  given,  is  some  12  pounds.  The  radiation  between 
the  two  instniments,  then,  is  sufficient  to  condense  at  least  one- 
ninety-sixth  of  the  steam,  or  say  one  per  cent.  This  is  very  differ- 
ent from  the  quantity  actually  indicated,  according  to  the  report, 
viz.,  Tiftnr  of  one  per  cent.;  and  to  my  mind  it  throws  serious 
doubt  upon  the  accuracy  of  the  test. 

A  remark  in  the  paper,  upon  the  subject  of  radiation  from  the 
water  glass,  is  worthy  of  note.  The  statement  is  as  follows: 
"  This  surface  is  a  very  small  portion  of  the  whole  surface,  and 
the  loss  by  radiation  is  always  an  exceedingly  small  amount 
We  have  made  a  number  of  experiments  in  Sibley  College  to  de- 
termine this  amount,  and  have  considered  that  in  every  case  it 
affects  the  results  less  than  errors  of  observation.  We  have 
tested  this  quantity  by  comparing  the  instrument  with  a  throt- 
tling calorimeter  taking  steam  of  essentially  the  same  quality,  and 
the  difference  has  always  been  a  very  small  fraction  of  one  per 
cent." 

If  the  comparisons  referred  to  possess  the  same  indications 
of  unreliability  as  those  given  in  the  paper  already  noted,  it 
seems  to  me  that  they  are  valueless.  I  don't  know  what  others 
may  think  of  the  statement  last  quoted,  but  I,  for  one,  consider  it 
an  indication  of  exceedingly  rough  experimental  work,  and  hardly 
worthy  of  record  in  such  a  matter  as  this. 

Now  a  word  as  to  the  instrument  itself,  which  in  reality  does 
not  possess  the  highest  degree  of  utility. 

A  separating  calorimeter  for  general  testing  work  is  not  very 
useful.  A  throttling  or  wire-drawing  calorimeter  is  all  which  is 
needed  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  and  no  one  would  think  of  using 
the  separating  instrument  universally,  when  for  most  cases  the 
other  is  so  much  more  convenient  and  accurate.  Still,  there  are 
times  when  both  are  needed. 
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A  gauge  glass,  which  forms  a  necessity  in  this  instmment,  is 
an  objectionable  feature.  It  is  always  troublesome,  and  especially 
so  at  extremely  high  pressures. 

The  panacea  for  the  objections  noted  is  the  Universal  calo- 
rimeter, "  1895  pattern/'  which  has  been  associated  with  my  name. 
I  call  it  the  '*  1895  pattern  "  to  distinguish  it  from  those  which 
have  preceded  it.  There  is  enough  novelty  and  utility  in  it  to 
make  it  of  general  interest  to  engineers,  and  1  do  not  feel  like 
apologizing  for  bringing  it  up  at  this  time,  although  I  will  say  that 
I  had  long  ago  promised  myself  that  I  would  not  again  inflict 
upon  the  Society  any  further  reference  to  the  calorimeter  subject 
— already  worn  threadbare,  as  it  seems  to  me. 

The  1895  pattern  calorimeter  is  a  wire-drawing  instrument  and 
separator  combined,  but  the  latter  is  attached  to  the  outlet  and  is 
subjected  simply  to  steam  at  atmospheric  pressure.  No  guage 
glass  is  required,  and  the  whole  apparatus  is  simplicity  itself.  If 
the  moisture  is  too  great  for  the  range  of  the  wire-drawing  part, 
the  separator  catches  the  balance,  without  manipulation  of  any 
kind,  and  the  resulting  water  is  collected  and  weighed. 

The  apparatus  is  protected  from  radiation,  finished  in  nickel- 
plate  and  japan,  and  the  whole  equipment,  including  two  ther* 
mometers,  is  contained  in  a  case  no  larger  than  an  indicator  box. 
The  calorimeter  itself  weighs  less  than  seven  pounds. 

Its  chief  features  are  shown  in  the  accompanying  cut,  Fig.  182. 

Mr.  William  H.  Bi^an, — It  has  occurred  to  me  that  the  Society 
might  be  interested  in  the  results  of  some  experiments  which  I 
recently  made  on  different  forms  of  calorimeter  nipples.  The  test 
was  made  on  the  main  delivery  pipe  from  a  260  horse-power 
Pierpoint  boiler  at  the  Stifel  brewery  in  this  city  (St.  Louis). 
The  pipe  was  8  inches  diameter,  vertical,  the  steam  ascending, 
these  being  the  conditions  under  which  it  is  generally  assumed 
that  the  fairest  samples  can  be  secured.  The  three  nipples  were 
located  as  close  together  as  possible.  The  calorimeters  used  were 
all  of  the  same  type — the  Carpenter  separating,  witli  condensing 
vessels.  Nipple  A  is  the  one  usually  sent  out  with  this  instru- 
ment. It  extends  about  four  inches  into  the  pipe  and  is  open 
at  the  inner  end,  and  has  two  holes  through  the  sides.  Nipple 
B  was  of  the  type  recommended  some  years  ago  by  Professor 
Thurston,  extending  clear  across  the  pipe,  with  its  inner  end 
closed  and  the  sides  perforated  with  a  large  number  of  small 
holes,  except  within   an  inch  of  each  end.     Nipple  C  extended 
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clear  across  the  pipe,  with  a  t^Q-inch  slot  extending  its  entire 
length,  the  opening  pointing  towards  the  direction  from  which 


Fig.  182. 


the  steam  came,  being  downward  in  this  case.    Results  of  six 
simultaneous  observations  are  given  in  the  table  below. 

Comparison  of  Calorimeter  Nipples. 


A 

B 

c 

Frbbbube. 

Per  cent. 

Interyals. 

Per  cent. 

luterralB. 

Per  cent.         Inten-als. 

100 

98 

87 

104 

102 

101 

.670 

.547 
1.068 

.990 
1.187 

.769 

14 
16 

m 

14* 

1.910 
1.405 
1.259 
1.792 
1.477 
.941 

8i 
11 

m 

9 
9 
9 

1.112 
1.161 
1.283 
1.622 
2.819 
1.286 

lOi 

15 

12i 

10 

10 

121 

Mean. 

.868 

14.50            1.464 

9.60 

1.455 

11.75 

It  was  thought  that  the  sample  secured  by  nipple  A  would  not 
be  a  fair  one,  being  taken  from  the  centre  of  the  pipe.  It  was 
thought  also  that  nipple  B  would  give  a  sample  showing  more 
moisture  than  really  existed,  as  all  moisture  striking  the  nipple 
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would  be  drawn  into  the  holes  without  the  corresponding  per- 
centage of  steam.  This  it  was  thought  would  be  avoided  by 
nipple  C.  The  experiments  confirmed  the  supposition  in  regard 
to  nipple  Ay  but  did  not  enable  a  choice  to  be  made  between 
nipples  B  and  C,  as  the  results  averaged  about  the  same. 

Mr.  E.  D.  Meier. — I  do  not  agree  with  Professor  Carpenter 
that  the  location  of  the  pipe  for  sampling  the  steam  in  a  vertical 
pipe  is  the  best  one.  If  the  steam  flowed  through  the  main  pipe 
at  a  uniform  velocity  of  50  feet  per  second  or  over,  this  might  be 
a  good  plan,  but  when  an  engine  is  drawing  steam  from  the  pipe 
there  are  constant  pulsations.  Suppose  it  cuts  off  at  quarter  stroke, 
then  for  every  second  of  high  velocity  we  have  three  seconds  of 
almost  no  velocity.  All  the  water  carried  up  during  the  high- 
velocity  period  and  all  that  is  condensed  on  the  inner  surface  of 
the  pipe  will  run  down  that  surface  during  the  periods  of  no 
velocity,  and  reaching  the  sampling  pipe  it  will  run  in  drops  along 
the  bottom  of  that  pipe  and  be  drawn  into  the  calorimeter,  thus 
showing  a  much  larger  result  than  the  real  average  percentage  of 
moisture.  I  have  seen  a  large  reduction  made  in  calorimeter 
readings  taken  in  this  manner  by  simply  covering  the  vertical 
pipe  and  the  elbow  at  the  top  with  good  non-conductors,  they 
having  been  before  exposed. 

Suppose  the  vertical  portion  of  the  pipe  and  the  elbow  had 
10  square  feet  of  exposed  surface,  we  could  easily  and  fairly 
figure,  with  steam  at  100  pounds,  and  the  air  at  67  degrees,  a  loss 
by  condensation  of  4.5  pounds  per  hour,  and  this  might  be  greatly 
increased  if  open  windows  or  doors  made  a  draught  in  the  boiler- 
room.  By  covering  the  pipe,  we  could  reduce  this  to  1.5  pounds. 
The  difference  of  three  pounds,  which  would  amount  to  .05  pound 
per  minute,  would  make  a  very  grave  error  in  the  calorimeter  if 
the  sampling  pipe  were  placed  as  indicated.  I  believe  the  safest 
plan  is  to  put  the  sampling  pipe  in  a  horizontal  pipe  at  middle 
height,  and  make  it  a  plain  open  pipe  extending  at  least  one- 
third  the  diameter  of  the  main  pipe  into  the  same. 

Prof.  R.  C.  Carpenter.  * — Regarding  the  remarks  by  the  first 
speaker,  the  writer  would  say  that  the  gentleman  has  seemed  to 
misunderstand  many  of  the  statements  in  the  paper,  although  it 
was  not  expected  that  much  commendation  would  be  expressed. 
His  principal  discussion  seems  to  have  reference  to  the  table  which 
appears  on  page  611,  and  which  he  states  gives  results  which  are 

*  Author's  closare,  under  the  Rules. 
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absurd  because  "  the  radiation  from  the  instruments  must  have 
been  more  than  ^Ais  ^^  ^^^  P®**  cent." 

If  such  a  statement  had  been  made  in  the  paper,  the  critic 
would  no  doubt  be  warranted  in  his  strictures.  By  referring  to 
page  610,  however,  and  to  the  statements  which  immediately  pre- 
cede the  table,  it  will  be  seen  that  this  table  gives  the  result  of  an 
investigation  to  determine  whether  or  not  it  is  possible  by 
mechanical  separation  to  remove  all  water  from  steam,  and  that 
in. this  connection  the  instrument  was  so  arranged  as  to  eliminate 
all  other  losses.  It  is  distinctly  stated  that  this  table  was  for  this 
purpose,  although  it  may  be  added,  to  what  has  already  been 
stated  by  inference,  that  the  instrument  was  arranged  for  this  test 
so  that  no  radiation  was  possible.  It  is,  I  think,  clearly  stated  in 
the  paper  that  the  radiation  losses  of  the  instrument  are  not 
included  in  that  table^  and  that  they  are  discussed  under  two 
later  heads.  The  statement  in  regard  to  the  radiation  of  the 
instrument  is  found  on  page  612,  and  the  claim  is  made  that  it  is 
a  small  fraction  of  one  per  cent. 

Let  us  consider  the  matter  from  a  theoretical  standpoint. 
The  coefficient  of  heat  transmission  from  steam  to  air  through  a 
naked  pipe  under  similar  conditions  of  exposure  is  thoroughly 
well  known,  and  varies  from  1.5  to  2  B.  T.  U.  per  square  foot  of 
exposed  surface  per  hour  per  degree  difference  of  temperature 
between  the  steam  and  the  air.  This  difference  of  temperature, 
with  ordinary  temperature  of  room,  with  steam  at  100  pounds 
pressure,  would  be  about  250  degrees,  and  the  amount  of  heat 
transmitted  per  square  foot  per  hour  would  be  500  B.  T.  U. 
When  instruments  are  well  covered  as  directed  in  connection  with 
this  instrument,  the  radiation  loss  is  less  than  one-fifth  the  above, 
or  not  over  100  B.  T.  U.  per  square  foot  per  hour. 

In  the  instrument  as  now  constructed  and  of  the  latest  form 
we  have  nine  square  inches  of  exposed  water-glass  fittings  (Mr. 
Barrus  makes  a  fine  distinction  when  he  calls  attention  to  the 
fact  that  in  specifying  the  glass  the  fittings  are  omitted),  and  six 
square  inches  of  glass  surface.  The  radiation  from  the  metallic 
surface  should  not  exceed  under  usual  conditions  28  or  30  B.  T. 
U.  per  hour,  or  from  i^V  to  ^  of  a  pound  of  steam  when 
unclothed,  and  from  y^^  to  ^j^  of  a  pound  when  properly  pro- 
tected. That  from  the  glass  should  not  exceed  18  to  24  B.  T.  U, 
per  hour,  or  from  ^^  to  ^  of  a  pound  of  steam,  so  that  the  total 
loss  should  not  reach  by  condensation  ^  of  a  pound  of  steam  per 
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boar.  In  the  experiments  quoted  on  page  611,  a  smaller  instru- 
ment was  employed  than  is  now  used,  although  the  radiating  sur- 
face was  also  smaller.  With  the  instrument  of  the  smaller  size, 
the  percentage  of  radiation  loss,  provided  the  radiation  surface 
remained  as  in  oui*  larger  instrument,  would  have  been  nearly  one- 
fifth  of  one  per  cent  In  the  instrument  as  now  built,  steam  is  dis- 
charged at  the  rate  of  about  50  pounds  per  hour  at  100  pounds 
pressure,  and  the  radiation  loss  is  reduced  to  less  than  one-tenth 
of  one  per  cent. 

This  is  the  total  loss  regarding  which  such  erroneous  state- 
ments have  been  made,  and  I  think  I  will  be  warranted  in  saying 
that  it  is  many  times  less  than  the  errors  which  cannot  possibly 
be  avoided  in  collecting  a  sample  of  steam. 

The  small  amount  of  the  loss  by  radiation  is  shown  incidentally 
in  the  figures  submitted  in  the  discussion  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Bryan. 

It  is  somewhat  strange  that  the  opinions  formed  by  examining 
the  same  subject  from  different  standpoints  should  differ  so  mate 
rially ;  thus,  for  instance,  Mr.  Barrus  can  see  little  which  is  new 
or  novel  in  the  calorimeter  described  in  the  paper,  although  he 
does  not  claim  to  have  thought  of  the  same  instrument  himself, 
and  he  does  admit  certain  novel  features.  He  does,  however, 
describe  an  instrument  which  appears  to  him  as  new,  but  which 
to  me  appears  to  be  not  only  not  new,  but  to  possess  no  novel 
features.  He  has,  it  appears  to  me,  simply  taken  the  throttling 
calorimeter  of  Peabody,*  and  the  early  form  of  the  separating 
calorimeter  as  described  by  myself,t  and  arranged  them  in  tan- 
dem so  that  the  exhaust  of  the  throttling  calorimeter  should  feed 
the  separator.  That  is,  his  invention  consists  in  making  a  com- 
pound calorimeter  which  must  be  as  difficult  to  use  as  it  is  com- 
plicated in  shape.  More  than  this,  I  do  not  believe  the  instru- 
ment in  that  form  is  accurate  or  reliable  unless  the  steam  is  snfii- 
ciently  dry  as  to  be  within  the  limits  of  the  throttling  instrument, 
in  which  case  the  separating  attachment  can  be  of  no  possible 
use.  Supposing  that  the  steam  contains  five  or  six  per  cent,  of 
moisture,  which  is  more  than  can  be  evaporated  by  the  process  of 
superheating  due  to  throttling,  in  its  passage  through  the  throt- 
tling instrument  a  certain  portion  of  this  moisture  is  evaporated, 
and  the  remainder  must  be  caught  in  the  separator.  The  amount 
of  moisture  must  then  be  determined  from  two  complicated  cal- 

*  See  Tran$a4itionB  A.  S.  M.  E.,  vol.  x..  p.  827. 
t  See  Transaetiam  A.  S.  M.  E..  vol.  rii.,  p.  825. 
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culations,  neither  of  which  is  reliable  without  large  corrections 
for  radiation,  for  error  in  reading  of  thermometers,  etc. 

The  writer  feels  confident  that  the  errors  which  exist  in  the 
separating  calorimeter  as  described  will  in  every  case  be  less  than 
those  induced  in  Collecting  the  sample  of  steam. 

Begarding  the  best  location  for  the  supply  pipe  to  the  calo- 
rimeter, there  is  reason  for  a  great  difference  of  opinion,  and  the 
remarks  by  Mr.  Meier  are  certainly  worthy  of  attention.  He  does 
not  seem,  however,  to  be  able  to  adduce  any  figures  whatever  in 
support  of  his  proposition.  His  conclusion  is  directly  opposed 
^  to  the  results  of  experiments  in  Sibley 

^npNj  College,  and  also  to  those  by  Professor 
■^^  Jacobus.*  His  remarks  regarding  the 
effect  of  condensation  are  certainly 
opportune,  and  it  is  very  evident  in- 
deed that  if  the  sampling  pipe  is  so 
arranged  as  to  receive  the  drip  from 
the  side  of  the  pipe,  that  the  results 
will  be  as  indicated  in  his  remarks. 

We  made  an  extended  series  of  ex- 
periments  this  last    year    as  to   the 
YiQ,  138.  quaUty  of  samples  drawn  from  differ- 

ent portions  of  a  vertical  pipe  in  which 
there  was  an  ascending  current  of  steam  moving  at  rates  varying 
from  60  to  100  feet  per  second. 

The  steam  first  passed  through  a  horizontal  pipe ;  a  set  of  sam- 
ples were  drawn  in  4he  plane  of  the  horizontal  pipe,  and  also  in  one 
at  right  angles.  I  will  not  take  the  time  here  to  describe  the 
experiment  in  full,  but  will  merely  state  that  the  variation  ob- 
tained was  very  great,  and  that  it  varied  in  all  sorts  of  ways  from 
the  mean.  Samples  drawn  at  a  distance  of  25  per  cent,  of  the 
diameter  from  the  edge  of  the  pipe,  at  right  augies  to  the  plane 
through  the  centre  of  the  pipe,  were  in  nearly  every  case  reliable, 
differing  only  a  small  fraction  of  one  per  cent,  from  the  mean. 
Those  drawri  from  near  the  centre  of  the  pipe  were  in  every  case 
very  much  too  dry,  differing  in  various  positions  one  to  two  per 
cent,  from  the  mean.  Those  near  the  edges  much  too  wet.  The 
quality  of  the  mean  was  determined  by  converting  the  whole 
system  into  an   enormous  throttling  calorimeter,  after   having 


a 


*  See  TranMctiofiB  A.  S.  M.  E.,  vol.  xv. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NEW   FORM   OF  STEAM   CALORIMETER. 


623 


remoyed  a  certain  amount  of  the  water  by  the  separator.  I  sub- 
mit a  sketch  showing  the  variation  in  quality  from  the  mean. 
Fig.  133  shows  the  arrangement  of  the  positions,  and  Fig.  134 
the  result  in  one  plane,  and  Fig.  135  in  the  plane  at  right  angles. 
I  am  rather  inclined  to  believe  from  these  experiments  that 
fair  samples  may  be  obtained  by  drawing  the  steam  from  a  point 


75  Vo 


25% 


50% 


75^^. 


Variation*  in  qoality  %  plane  a-b 

Fig.  184. 


Fio.  135. 


Diagrams  showing  simaltaneoos  determiDEtions  of  quality  and  variation  from 
mean  quality  in  a  vertical  pipe.  The  current  ascends.  Mean  quality,  95  per 
cent.  Plane  e-d  is  plane  of  bend,  and  variation  \»  irregular.  Fair  samples  are 
found  in  plane  a-b  at  distancea  from  surface  equal  to  25  per  cent,  of  diameter. 
Experiments,  June,  1896. 

well  witliin  a  pipe,  provided  the  current  is  ascending  ;  I  do  not 
believe  that  a  fair  sample  should  diflfer  more  than  one  per  cent, 
from  the  mean.  With  horizontal  pipes  the  water  will  flow  in  a 
stream  along  the  bottom,  aud  will  fall  in  a  descending  current  in 
a  vertical  pipe  irregularly  in  different  portions  of  the  pipe.  The 
experiments  made  by  Mr.  Bryan  are  of  interest  as  showing  that 
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the  form  of  collecting  nipple  is  itself  of  importance.  The  form 
marked  B  is  the  one  that  should  have  been  sent  by  the  makers 
if  they  had  carried  out  my  directions,  since  I  have  advised  the 
collection  of  steam  from  all  portions  of  the  pipe.  Oar  recent 
experiments  would  seem  to  indicate  that  a  sample  drawn  from 
the  open  end  of  a  pipe  about  half  way  to  the  centre  agrees 
well  with  the  average,  but  we  are  not  certain  that  it  agrees  more 
closely  than  that  drawn  from  all  portions  of  the  pipe.  Mr.  Brjan 
did  not  in  his  experiments  determine  the  average  quality  of  the 
whole  steam,  but  his  experiments  show  the  quality  obtained  with 
nipple  A  to  be  about  six-tenths  of  one  per  cent,  better  than  with 
the  other  forms.  His  observations  on  the  whole  show  a  uniform- 
ity of  results  fully  as  great  as  could  be  expected. 
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Dcxcin.* 
A  SELF-COOLING  CONDENSER. 

BT  LOUIS  K.  ALBEROSR,  NEW  TORK  OITT. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

It  is  the  object  of  this  paper  to  present  to  the  attention  of  the 
Society  a  practical  condensing  apparatus  for  use  with  steam 
engines,  and  one  which,  while  operating  without  a  natural  water 
supply,  gives  results  which  compare  most  favorably  with  those 
obtained  in  the  ordinary  manner.  Because  the  circulating  water 
employed  to  produce  the  condensation  of  the  steam  is  cooled  by 
the  apparatus  for  re-use  in  itself,  it  is  called  a  self-cooling  con- 
denser. It  depends,  however,  for  its  effectiveness  upon  the 
capacity  of  atmospheric  air  to  carry  off  heat  and  moisture  when 
brought  into  intimate  contact  with  heated  water. 

Broadly  considered,  the  air  becomes  the  condensing  medium 
in  the  place  of  cold  water  as  ordinarily  employed,  and,  on 
account  of  its  general  distribution,  the  process  can  be  performed 
at  any  place  which  may  be  desired.  The  adoption  of  this  machine 
gives  to  all  users  of  steam  power  a  means  of  economy  heretofore 
commercially  unavailable,  except  to  those  whose  engines  are  in 
close  proximity  to  an  abundant  natural  water  supply.  Non-con- 
densing engines,  in  any  locality,  can  be  run  condensing,  with  all 
the  benefits  which  accrue,  by  the  use  of  a  vacuum.  In  the  instal- 
lation of  new  steam-power  plants,  the  highest  types  and  most 
modern  practice  of  compound  and  triple-expansion  condensing 
engines  can  be  used,  without  reference  to  the  quantity  of  water 
available,  except  to  provide  a  sufficient  amount  for  boiler-feeding 
purposes. 

The  idea  of  cooling  the  discharge  water  from  the  air  pumps 
and  re-using  it  in  the  condenser  is  an  old  one,  and^  in  fact,  steam 
plants  are  in  operation  in  which  the  heated  discharge  water  is 

'^PreseDted  at  the  St.  Louis  meeting  (Mar,  1896)  of  the  American  Society  of 
MeclianicHi  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the  Transactions. 
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deliyered  into  a  pond  and  allowed  to  cool  to  as  low  a  temperature 
as  possible  before  being  used  again.  Open  pans  placed  in  the 
yard  adjoining  the  engine  house,  or  on  the  roof  of  a  building, 
have  been  found  fairly  serviceable  in  a  few  instances  where  the 
structures  were  of  sufficient  expanse  and  were  strong  enough  to 
support  the  weight.  Both  of  these  methods  of  cooling  water  are 
slow,  and,  as  only  the  surface  exposed  to  the  air  is  active  to  any 
great  extent,  very  large  areas  are  required ;  and,  furthermore, 
they  are  uncertain,  as  they  rely  upon  the  favorable  conditions  of 
the  wind  and  atmosphere  for  anything  like  satisfactory  results. 

In  Europe  the  heated  water  is  sometimes  pumped  upon  a  pile 
#  of  brush  or  fagots,  and  in  that  way  caused  to  expose  a  large  sur- 
face to  the  air.  Modified  and  somewhat  improved  forms  of  this 
plan  have  been  used  for  a  long  time  on  the  island  of  Cuba,  in 
connection  with  vacuum  pans,  in  the  manufacture  of  sugar,  at 
places  where  water  is  scarce,  the  prevalence  of  trade  winds 
adding  much  to  the  reliability  and  effectiveness  of  these  con- 
trivances. 

Billeaux,  who  is  credited  as  being  the  inventor  of  multiple 
effect  evaporating  apparatus,  many  years  ago  suggested  the  use 
of  gunny  bags,  suspended  by  one  edge  and  arranged  in  a  series, 
with  a  space  for  the  circulation  of  the  air,  and  a  device  for  sup- 
plying the  heated  water  along  the  upper  edge  of  the  bags  He 
found,  however,  that  the  cloth,  subjected  to  the  combined  action 
of  heat,  moisture,  and  air,  decayed  very  rapidly,  and  its  use  was 
soon  abandoned.  In  Hungary  and  Germany  expensive  construc- 
tions quite  like  Billeaux's  are  in  use,  wooden  plates  or  partitions 
being  substituted  for  the  gunny  bags.  The  plates  are  hung  in  a 
parallel  series  a  few  inches  apart.  It  is  very  desirable,  and  at 
the  same  time  difficult,  to  maintain  an  even  distribution  of  the 
heated  water  along  the  edges  of  the  plates,  so  that  each  plate 
will  present  a  thoroughly  wetted  surface  to  the  action  of  the  air, 
and  elaborate  means  are  adopted  to  secure  that  result.  The 
heated  water  is  taken  from  the  air-pump  discharge  and  elevated 
by  means  of  an  additional  pump  to  the  top  of  the  structure. 

As  distinguished  from  the  above  methods,  in  which  the  exhaust 
steam  is  brought  in  contact  with  the  water,  numerous  forms  of 
so-called  air  or  evaporative  condensers  have  been  devised  and 
used  with  varying  success.  They  consist  of  a  series  of  tubes  or 
hollow  plates  exposed  to  the  atmosphere,  into  which  the  steam 
from  the  engine  is  exhausted,  the  steam  being  condensed,  and 
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the  water  resulting  from  Ihe  condensation,  after  being  freed  of 
the  lubricating  oil  from  the  engine,  is  fed  to  the  boiler.  This 
system  was  experimented  with  for  a  long  time  on  the  London 
underground  railroad,  where  its  success  would  have  been  very 
desirable.  The  surface  required  merely  to  condense  the  steam 
without  producing  even  a  moderate  degree  of  vacuum  was  very 
large,  and  the  machine,  to  be  of  full  effect,  was  bulky  and  expen- 
sive. The  efficiency  of  this  type  of  condenser  can  be  increased 
by  continually  wetting  the  surface  of  the  tubes  exposed  to  the 
air.  Aside  from  the  cost,  which  prevents  its  commercial  use, 
it  possesses  a  very  great  practical  disadvantage  in  that  the 
whole  structure,  including  the  tubes,  with  their  fastening  de- 
vices arranged  to  accommodate  expansion  and  contraction, 
requires  to  be  air  tight  against  atmospheric  pressure. 

It  is  obvious  that  such  methods  and  constructions,  while  inter- 
esting, and  in  a  limited  way  operative,  would  be  inapplicable  to 
the  large  majority  of  the  steam  plants  of  considerable  capacity 
with  which  we  are  familiar,  and  which  have  become  so  necessary 
for  modern  mill,  electric  light,  and  railway  purposes  during  the 
last  few  years. 

An  apparatus  for  this  purpose,  and  one  which  can  be  safely 
employed  as  a  reliable  portion  of  a  steam-power  plant,  must  be 
simple  and  compact  in  construction,  thoroughly  durable,  and 
so  completely  under  control  as  to  be  practically  independent 
of  changes  of  wind  and  weather.  These  features  are  to  be 
found  in  the  self-cooling  condenser  as  illustrated  in  section 
in  Fig.  136.  It  consists  of  two  parts :  the  condenser,  in  which 
the  exhaust  steam  of  the  main  engine  or  engines  is  con- 
densed, and  the  tower,  in  which  the  heated  discharge  from  the 
condenser  is  cooled  to  a  proper  temperature  to  be  used  again  for 
the  further  condensation  of  exhaust  steam.  The  tower  consists 
of  a  cylindrical  steel  shell  open  at  the  top,  supported  upon  a 
suitable  foundation,  and  having  fitted  at  one  side  a  fan,  the 
function  of  which  is  to  circulate  a  current  of  air  through  the 
tower  and  its  filling.  This  filling  consists  of  layers  of  cylin- 
drical tubular  tiling,  which  rest  upon  a  grating  supported  by  a 
brick  wall  extending  around  the  circumference  of  the  tower. 
The  heated  discharge  water  from  the  condenser  enters  the  tower 
at  the  side,  passes  up  the  central  pipe,  is  delivered  on  the  upper 
layer  of  tiling  and  over  the  whole  cross  section  of  the  tower 
by  a  distributing  device  consisting  of  four  pipes,  which  are 
41 
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Pig.  186. 


caused  to  rotate  about  the  central  water  pipe  by  the  simple 
reaction  of  the  jets  of  heated  water  issuing  from  one  side 
of  each  pipe  after  the  manner  of  a  Barker's  mill.  The  water 
thus  delivered  spreads  over  the   outside   and  inside   surfaces 
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of  the  walls  of  the  tiling,  and  forms  a  continuous  sheet,  which 
is  presented  to  the  action  of  the  air.  The'  tiling,  which  are 
preferably  six  inches  in  diameter  and  twenty-four  inches 
long,  are  placed  on  end  in  horizontal  layers,  one  upon  the 
other,  and  packed  as  closely  as  possible,  the  walls  of  each 
individual  tile  of  each  successive  layer  being  disposed  so  as  to 
come  opposite  the  air  spaces  of  the  next  lower  layer,  breaking 
joints,  as  it  were. 

Fig.  137  shows  the  arrangement  of  a  portion  of  the  tiling,  the 
object  being  in  this  disposition  to  break  up  both  the  currents  of 
air  and  water  so  that  the  most  thorough  and  extended  contact 
will  take  place.  If  there  are  ten  layers  of  tiling  in  a  tower,  then 
there  are  nine  places,  in  addition  to  the  original  spreading  at 


Fig.  187. 

the  top,  at  which  there  is  a  complete  redistribution  of  the  water. 
It  will  be  seen  that  each  tile  must  rest  on  at  least  two,  and  pos- 
sibly three,  in  the  next  lower  layer.  Assuming,  however,  that 
each  tile  rests  on  only  two  others,  a  given  quantity  of  water, 
placed  on  any  one  tile  in  the  top  layer,  will  be  divided  over  at 
least  two  tiles  in  the  second  layer,  three  in  the  third,  four  in  the 
fourth,  and  so  on,  until  it  becomes  spread  over  fifty-four  in  the 
lowest  layer  on  the  grating.  The  practical  importance  of  this 
extremely  effective  distribution  of  the  water,  due  to  the  mere 
arrangement  of  the  filling,  has  been  demonstrated  in  a  tower 
where  the  distributer  was  purposely  stopped,  when  the 
efficiency  of  the  apparatus  was  found  to  be  so  slightly  im- 
paired that  the  difference  was  not  noticeable  in  the  engine 
room.      The   air   is   distributed   in   an   equally   good   manner. 
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and  there  is  a  large  free  area  with  equal  facility  for  its 
passage  upward  over  the  entire  cross  section  of  the  tower. 
The  heated  water  falling  through  the  tower  is  cooled  by  three 
processes:  first,  radiation  from  the  sides  of  the  tower;  sec- 
ond, the  contact  of  cool  air;  and  third,  evaporation.  This 
latter  is  by  far  the  most  important,  as  the  evaporation  of  a 
pound  of  water  in  this  way  carries  oflf  about  1,000  units  of  heat, 
and  enables  a  pound  of  steam  to  be  condensed  in  the  condenser. 
As  quite  a  proportion  of  the  cooling  is  done  by  the  first  two 
processes,  the  evaporation  of  water  in  the  tower  must  be  less 
than  the  water  formed  by  steam  condensed  in  the  condenser. 
Consequently,  the  supply  of  circulating  water  is  constantly  aug- 
mented and  requires  no  replenishing.  The  cooled  water  iaXla 
from  the  grating  to  the  subsiding  tank  at  the  bottom,  and  is  from 
there  drawn  by  the  condenser  to  perform  condensation  again. 

The  condenser  forming  a  part  of  this  apparatus  has  certain 
special  and  novel  features  which  render  it  particularly  well 
adapted  to  the  service.  The  condensing  chamber  in  which  the 
exhaust  steam  is  brought  into  contact. with  the  water  is  shaped 
so  as  to  conserve  the  velocity  of  the  incoming  water,  increased 
by  the  impact  of  the  exhaust  steam  at  the  point  of  condensation. 
The  injection  water  and  the  water  resulting  from  the  condensa- 
tion of  the  steam  pass  unobstructedly  to  the  pump,  and  by 
their  momenta  assist  the  pump  very  materially.  The  air  and 
uncondensable  vapors  are  thoroughly  intermixed  with  the  water, 
and  are  not  at  any  time  allowed  to  separate  from  it.  The  pump 
has  a  duplex  valve  motion  and  gives  a  regular  and  constant  flow 
of  the.  mixture,  which  is  more  nearly  aerated  water,  and  is 
widely  distinguished  from  the  air  and  water  in  comparatively 
large  and  separated  volumes  as  they  are  found  in  ordinary  air 
pumps  and  condensers.  The  eflfect  of  this  intimate  and  com- 
plete mixture  is  twofold;  the  pump  is  largely  assisted  in  its 
work,  as  shown  by  the  fact  that  there  is  a  less  degree  of 
vacuum  in  the  pump  cylinders  than  obtains  in  the  condensing 
chamber,  and  the  action  of  the  pump  is  steady,  as  it  moves  in  a 
constant  stream  a  fluid  of  practically  uniform  density.  For  this 
latter  reason  the  pump  is  capable  of  elevating  the  water  to  the 
top  of  the  tower  with  ease  and  regularity.  A  single  pump  thus 
performs  the  double  function  of  maintaining  the  vacuum  and  of 
supplying  the  heated  water  to  the  tower,  reducing  the  apparatus 
to  its  simplest  form. 
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The  operation  of  the  system  may  be  summarized  as  follows : 
The  cool  water  drawn  into  the  condenser  from  the  suction  tank 
is  mingled  with  the  exhaust  steam  from  the  main  engines,  and 
being  heated  and  increased  in  quantity  by  the  condensation  of 
the  latter,  is  delivered  by  the  pump  to  the  tower,  where  it  is 
cooled  by  the  air  and  falls  into  the  subsiding  or  suction  tank, 
from  which  it  again  passes  to  the  condenser.  There  is  con- 
stantly coming  into  the  system  water  from  the  city  mains  or 
other  source  to  feed  the  boilers.  There  is  constantly  going 
out  of  the  system  the  water  evaporated  in  the  tower — an  amount 
which  is  less  than  that  which  comes  from  the  steam  condensed — 
and  the  slight  overflow  from  the  suction  tank  which  will  carry 
oflf  the  oil  and  grease  which  come  from  the  engine  with  the  ex- 
haust steam,  and  which  would  tend  to  accumulate  in  the  suction 
tank. 

In  situations  where  the  water  to  be  had  for  boiler  feeding  is 
so  impure  as  to  form  objectionable  scale  in  the  boilers,  a  modi- 
fication of  the  apparatus  may  be  used  to  great  advantage.  This 
modification  consists  in  the  substitution  of  a  surface  condenser 
with  air  and  circulating  pumps  for  the  jet  condenser  and  pump. 
Fig  138  shows  a  system  so  arranged.  The  circulating  pump 
draws  the  cool  water  from  the  suction  tank,  passes  it  through 
the  tubes  of  the  surface  condenser  and  the  tower  and  back 
again  in  a  continuous  circuit  to  the  suction  tank.  The  exhaust 
steam  from  the  main  engine  brought  in  contact  with  the  outside 
of  the  tubes  is  condensed.  The  pure  water  thus  formed,  together 
with  the  air  and  uncondensable  vapor,  is  removed  by  the  air 
pump  and  delivered  to  the  hot  well,  from  whence  the  water  is 
fed  to  the  boilers.  The  loss  to  the  circulating  water  by  evap- 
oration in  the  tower  must  needs  be  made  up  from  the  source  of 
water  supply. 

The  floor  space  occupied  by  the  cooling  tower  of  this  self- 
cooling  condenser  is  not  excessive,  as  will  be  appreciated  when 
it  is  understood  that  an  apparatus  suitable  for  1,000  horse- 
power is  only  17  feet  in  diameter  and  30  feet  high.  The  suction 
tank,  which  is  placed  directly  under  the  tower  and  in  the  foun- 
dation, is  8  feet  in  diameter  and  7  feet  deep,  and  contains  about 
2,000  gallons  of  circulating  water,  this  being  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity to  fill  the  condenser  pump,  pipes,  and  tower  on  starting  up, 
and  to  carry  on  continuously  the  transfer  of  heat  from  the  ex- 
haust steam  to  the  atmospheric  air.     The  location  of  the  tower 
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may  be  on  the  engine-room  floor,  on  the  top  of  the  building,  or 
in  the  yard,  the  latter  place  being  well  adapted.  It  may  be  at 
any  reasonable  distance  from  the  engine  and  the  condenser,  and 
connected  to  the  latter  by  one  pipe  for  the  heated  and  one  for 
the  cooled  circulating  water.  The  distance  is  only  limited  by 
the  friction  of  the  water,  which  depends,  of  course,  upon  the 


size  and  directness  of  the  pipes.  A  machine  which  the  writer  has 
in  mind  is  150  feet  away  from  the  engine  room,  and  as  the  fan  is 
driven  by  an  extension  of  the  line  shafting,  the  fan  is  set  in 
operation  at  the  first  movement  of  the  main  engine,  the  con- 
denser in  the  mean  time  having  been  started  and  a  vacuum 
obtained. 

The  fan  for  the  circulation  of  the  air  requires  but  very  little 
power  for  its  operation,  and  careful  tests  have  shown  it  to  be 
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less  than  2  per  cent,  of  the  power  of  the  main  engine  daring  the 
maximum  requirements  of  summer,  while  the  average  for  the 
year  in  this  climate  will  not  exceed  1\  per  cent.  The  fan  may 
be  driven  by  an  electric  motor,  belting  from  the  main  shafting, 
or  by  a  small  steam  engine,  as  the  conditions  of  the  situation 
may  render  most  desirable.  The  latter  method  is  usually  prefer- 
able, as  the  speed  can  be  more  easily  regulated  to  suit  the 
requirements. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  state  some  of  the  average  tempera- 
tures of  cooled  water  observed  under  different  ranges  of  tem- 
peratures of  air  in  an  apparatus  performing  regular  service  in 
connection  with  a  steam  engine. 


Temperature  of  Air. 

Average  Temperature  of 

Difference  between  A 

Cooled  Water. 

Cooled  Water. 

20  degrees  Fabr. 

45  degre< 

98  Fahr. 

25  degrees. 

80 

50 

20 

40 

56 

16        " 

50 

62 

12 

60 

70 

10 

70 

78 

8 

80 

87 

7 

90 

'     96 

6 

95 

100 

5 

It  will  be  noticed  that,  as  the  temperature  of  the  air  increases, 
the  temperature  of  the  cooled  water  becomes  nearer  that  of  the 
former.  With  the  atmosphere  at  20  degrees  Fahr.  there  is  a 
difference  of  25  degrees,  and  at  95  degrees  Fahr.  the  difference 
is  only  5  degrees,  when  circulating  practically  the  same  volume 
of  air  and  carrying  off  the  same  amount  of  heat,  the  circulation  of 
the  water  having  been  reduced  as  the  temperature  lowered.  This 
shows  plainly  the  activeness  of  the  evaporation  at  the  higher 
temperatures,  when  the  air  has  a  largely  increased  capacity  for 
moisture.  Advantage  is  taken  of  this  action  in  another  form 
of  this  apparatus  which  is  being  used  to  cool  water  which  has 
passed  over  the  ammonia  condensers  of  ice  and  refrigerating 
machinery  so  that  it  may  be  used  again,  thus  avoiding  the  cost 
of  city  water,  or  dependence  upon  salt  or  corrosive  waters  for 
this  purpose.  In  this  design  of  cooling  tower  the  quantity  oJ 
air  circulated  and  the  exposed  surface  of  water  bear  a  larger 
ratio  to  the  amount  of  heat  carried  off  than  when  the  towei 
forms  a  part  of  a  steam-engine  condensing  system.  This  is 
necessary  because  ammonia  condensers  are  operated  to  the  best 
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advantage  at  lower  ranges  of  temperature.  It  is  possible  to 
obtain  under  favorable  conditions  a. reduction  of  temperature 
some  15  or  20  degrees  below  the  temperature  of  the  atmosphere. 
By  carrying  this  method  too  far — that  is,  by  circulating  too  great 
an  amount  of  air — the  warming-up  effect  of  contact  of  the  air 
with  the  water  will  overcome  the  cooling  effect  produced  by  the 
evaporation,  and  the  desired  result  of  further  reduction  will  not 
be  attained.  Just  at  what  point  this  occurs  the  writer  has  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  determining,  but  experiments  are  under 
way  at  the  present  time  to  locate  definitely  the  point  of  maximum 
efficiency. 

The  relative  amount  of  moisture  in  the  air,  of  course,  affects 
its  cooling  value,  especially  in  summer,  when  the  evaporation  in 
the  tower  is  the  process  principally  relied  upon  to  carry  off  the 
heat.  When  the  humidity  is  high — that  is,  when  the  vapor  of 
water  in  the  air  approaches  in  amount  that  which  it  is  possible 
for  the  air  to  contain  before  becoming  saturated — the  effect  in 
the  tower  can  be  maintained  by  the  circulation  of  a  larger  quan- 
tity of  air,  and  experience  readily  determines  to  what  extent  this 
can  be  economically  carried  in  any  given  case.  The  practical 
Results  produced  by  this  system  are  not  affected  as  greatly  as 
might  be  supposed  by  extreme  and  unfavorable  conditions  of 
the  atmosphere,  such  as  coincident  high  temperature  and  humid- 
ity. This  wiJl  be  understood  upon  consideration  of  the  follow- 
ing facts.  The  temperature  of  steam  under  a  vacuum  of  26  inches 
is  126  degrees  Fahr.,  and  the  discharge  water  from  a  condenser 
producing  that  degree  of  vacuum  is  usually  about  110  degrees 
Fahr.,  so  that  it  is  quite  possible  to  maintain  26  inches  of  vacuum 
in  a  system  when  the  injection  water  is,  say,  100  degrees  Fahr., 
simply  by  employing  a  condenser  pump  of  very  large  size,  and 
causing  a  circulation  of  fchree  times  the  quantity  of  water  which 
would  be  necessary  if  the  injection  was  80  degrees  Fahr.,  or  a 
difference  of  30  degrees,  instead  of  10  degrees,  as  in  the  supposed 
case.  Such  a  procedure  is  not  advisable,  because  the  times  dur- 
ing the  year  when  the  atmospheric  conditions  are  so  severe  as  to 
prevent  cooling  below  a  point  of  100  degrees  Fahr.  are  very  few 
and  last  but  a  few  hours.  It  is  found  to  be  better  practice  to 
carry  a  lower  degree  of  vacuum  for  the  time  being.  An  injec- 
tion of  100  degrees  Fahr.  and  a  discharge  of  130  degrees,  re- 
quiring a  circulation  of  only  the  normal  amount  of  water,  will 
give  a  vacuum  of  from  22  to  23  inches.     A  self-cooling  condenser 
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of  200  horse-power  capacity,  corresponding  to  the  description 
just  given,  was  built  by  Henry  R.  Worthington  and  put  in  opera- 
tion June,  1894  It  has  been  in  constant  service  since  that  time, 
maintaining  during  the  hottest  weather  of  July  and  August  of 
two  seasons  a  vacuum  never  below  22  inches,  and  very  often  as 
high  as  26  inches.  During  the  other  months  the  vacuum  has 
seldom  been  below  25  inches.  Some  ten  installations,  varying 
in  size  from  400  to  5,000  horse-power  each,  have  been  built  by  the 
same  company  and  put  into  successful  operation  during  the  last 
year. 

Fig.  139  is  from  a  photograph  of  an  apparatus  of  this  construc- 
tion, at  the  Second  District  Station  of  the  Edison  Electric  Illu- 
minating Company  of  Brooklyn.  This  tower  is  placed  in  the 
yard  at  the  rear  of  the  station,  and  at  a  distance  of  about  60 
feet  from  the  condenser.  It  has  run  continuously  since  March, 
1895,  in  connection  with  three  Ball  cross-compound  engines  of 
250  horse-power  each.  Through  the  heated  term  of  last  summer 
24  to  25  inches  of  vacuum  was  readily  maintained.  The  appear- 
ance and  operation  of  the  condenser  in  the  engine  room  are 
exactly  as  if  a  large  natural  water  supply  was  being  employed 
for  the  condensation.  The  circulating  fan  in  the  tower  is  oper- 
ated by  an  electric  motor,  and  after  it  is  started  requires  no 
further  attention  from  the  engineer  in  charge. 

In  the  application  of  this  system  to  a  plant  in  which  the 
engines  are  run  non-condensing,  no  change  is  made  in  the 
method  of  feed-water  supply  as  there  employed.  The  feed 
pump  and  the  ordinary  main  exhaust  beater  are  left  in  position, 
and  the  exhaust  steam  from  the  main  engine  is  passed  through 
the  latter  on  the  way  to  the  condenser.  The  steam  exhausted 
by  the  condenser  pump,  boiler-feed  pump,  and  the  small  engine 
which  runs  the  fan  (if  a  separate  engine  be  used),  is  conveyed 
to  a  separate  heater  of  moderate  size.  This  supplementary 
heater  receives  the  feed  water,  which  already  has  been  heated 
nearly  to  the'  temperature  of  the  exhaust  steam,  say  to  110 
degrees  Fahr.,  with  a  vacuum  of  26  inches,  by  the  main  heater 
between  the  engine  and  the  condenser.  The  exhaust  from  the 
auxiliaries  being  entirely  condensed  in  the  supplementary 
heater,  its  heat  is  transferred  to  the  feed  water  and  by  this 
means  returned  to  the  boiler.  The  temperature  of  the  feed 
water  will  approximate  that  obtained  when  the  same  plant  is 
run  non-condensing,  and  varies,  according  to   the  conditions, 
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from  170  degrees  to  200  degrees  Fahr.    It  is  evident  that  as 
that  portion  of  the  heat  in  the  steam  supplied  to  the  auxiliaries, 


Fig.  189. 


and  not  converted  into  useful  work  nor  lost  by  radiation,  is 
completely  returned  to  the  boilers,  the  efficiency  of  these  ma- 
chines is  very  high.     They  approach,  in  fact,  what  may  be  called 
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'perfect  steam  engines,  for  an  engine  which  returns  to  the  boiler  the 
heat  which  is  not  converted  into  useful  work  may  certainly  be 
said  to  be  a  perfect  one.  For  a  careful  exposition  of  the  econ- 
omy to  be  reached  in  the  operation  of  the  auxiliaries  by  utiliz- 
ing the  heat  of  the  exhaust  steam,  reference  is  made  to  a  paper 
by  Otto  H.  Mueller,  C.E.,  read  before  the  Hungarian  Architects' 
and  Engineers'  Society  of  Budapest,  and  published  in  Engi- 
neering,  November  10,  1893. 

Fig.  140  shows  a  complete  self-cooling  condenser  system  as 
applied  to  a  Corliss  engine,  and  indicates  the  positions  of  the 
main  and  supplementary  heaters  with  the  pipes  and  connec- 
tions. The  condenser  is  shown  in  the  basement,  but  it  can 
just  as  well  be  on  the  level  of  the  engine-room  floor,  if  the 
proper  arrangement  of  exhaust  piping  is  made  to  prevent 
accumullktion  of  drip  water  in  the  horizontal  length.  Refer- 
ring again  to  the  matter  of  heating  the  boiler-feed  water,  it  is 
obvious  that  if  the  feed  water  be  taken  from  the  discharge  of 
the  condenser  at  a  temperature  which  quite  closely  approxi- 
mates that  obtained  in  the  main  heater,  if  one  be  used,  and 
passed  through  the  supplementary  heater  to  the  boilers,  that 
the  main  heater  may  be  omitted  without  appreciable  loss  of 
economy.  The  amount  of  water  thus  taken  from  the  system 
must  be  replaced  by  an  equal  quantity  of  cold  water  admitted 
to  the  suction  tank  from  the  source  of  supply.  This  method  is 
not  ordinarily  advisable  on  accounij  of  the  oil  which  may  in  this 
way  get  into  the  boilers,  although  with  some  feed  waters  the 
presence  of  a  small  amount  of  oil  is  not  objectionable. 

Regarding  the  total  cost  of  producing  vacuum  by  this  system 
it  can  be  said  that,  while  the  cost  varies  accordiog  to  the  size 
of  the  plant  and  different  operating  conditions,  it  may  safely 
be  taken  as  within  an  average  of  five  per  cent,  of  the  power  of  the 
main  engines  when  the  latter  develop  a  horse-power  with  twenty 
or  less  pounds  of  water  per  hour.  The  relative  economy  of 
condensing  over  non^condensing  engines  of  the  various  types 
of  simple,  compound,  and  triple  expansion  is  so  generally  well 
known,  and  has  received  such  practical  and  comprehensive 
treatment  by  Charles  E.  Emery,  Ph.D.,  in  a  paper  entitled  "  The 
Cost  of  Steam  Power  Produced  with  Engines  of  Different  Types 
under  Practical  Conditions"  {Transactions  American  Institute 
Electrical  Engineers,  March,  1893),  that  it  is  unnecessary  to 
make  any  more  than   a  brief  reference  to  that  paper.     The 
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following  condensed  table  is  selected  from  a  very  elaborate  one 
contained  therein : 


b 

4 

/ 

' 

FssD  Watxr  psb  Imdicatxd  Horsb-Powkr  psb 
Hour. 

Non-Condensing. 

Condensing. 

PSR 

Cent. 
Gaimkd 

Name. 

'  Assumed 
Probable       '        for 
Limits.         t  Compari- 
son. 

Probable 
Limits. 

Assamed 
for 

Compari- 
son. 

BY   COM- 
OBNSIMO. 

Simple  High  Speed... 

simple  liow  Speed 

Compound  High  Speed. 
CompouDd  Low  Speed . . 

Triple  High  Speed 

Triple  Low  Speed 

Lbs. 
85  to  26 

32  to  24 

30  to  22 

27  to  21 

Lbs. 
3« 

29 

26 

♦ 

24 

Lbs. 
25  to  19 

24  to  18 

24  to  16 

20  to  12f 

23  to  14 

18tol2f 

Lbs. 
22 

20 

20 

18 

17 

16 

83 
81 
23 
25 
29 

*  Tbe  paper  does  not  give  a  water  rate  for  the  componnd  low-speed  non -condensing  engine, 
bnt  it  may  i>e  fairly  assumed  to  be  about  the  same  as  for  the  triple  high-speed  non- condensing 
engine,  namely,  *M  pounds.    This  will  make  the  gain  bv  condensation  just  twenty-five  per  cent. 

The  terms  *•  hign  speed  ''  and  "  low  speed,"  it  Is  believed,  refer  to  the  number  of  revolutions 
per  minute,  and  not  to  the  pi&ton  travel.  Low-^peed  engines  are  Corliss  engines  and  the  like, 
with  releasing  cut-offs,  and  have  a  rotative  speed  usually  less  than  1'^  revolutions  per  minute. 

Dr.  Emery  says  :  "  The  figures  in  this  column  [referring  to  the 
water  rates  assumed  for  comparison,  as  given  in  column  /]  are 
not  intended  to  be  averages  of  those  given  in  column  ^,  but  those 
which  can  be  safely  depended  upon  under  conditions  of  practice 
with  the  load  varying  between  considerable  limits,  thereby 
affecting  somewhat  the  economy.  It  is  believed,  however,  from 
a  careful  consideration  of  all  the  evidence  available  on  the  sub- 
ject, that  the  figures  given  are  all  that  can  be  depended  upon 
under  average  conditions  of  practice.  Engines  operating  cotton 
mills,  or  large  numbers  of  machines  of  any  kind  under  condi- 
tions securing  a  substantially  uniform  load,  necessarily  give 
nearer  the  maximum  rasults  shown  in  column  e ;  but  engines 
generating  electric  current  for  eleccric  railways,  or  subject  to 
variable  loads  of  any  kind,  will  rarely  show  economies  as  low  as 
have  been  assumed  for  comparison  in  column  /."  And  again  : 
"  The  comparison  shows  the  non-condensing  engine  inferior  at 
every  point  to  the  condensing  engine,  even  if  better  results  [than 
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those  given  in  the  table]  be  obtained  for  the  former  in  oertain 
cases ;  still,  as  has  been  referred  to  before,  the  principal  differ- 
ence will  be  found  by  causing  the  quantities  in  column  /  to 
approximate  more  nearly  the  minimum  quantities  in  column  e. 
Some  forms  of  engines  undoubtedly  accomplish  this,  but  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  quantities  stated  are  nearly  correct  for  average 
good  practice  with  variable  loads.  Non-condensing  engines  are 
wasteful  of  fuel  when  heavily  loaded  on  account  of  low  expan- 
sion, and  at  light  loads  the  back  pressure  forms  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  total  resistance,  whereas  condensing  engines  will 
maintain  their  economy  through  a  wider  range  on  account  of 
reduction  of  back  pressure." 

It  may  be  well  to  mention  a  feature  of  superiority  of  the  self- 
cooling  condenser  over  a  condenser  dependent  upon  a  natural 
water  supply  such  as  is  usually  to  be  had,  especially  when 
used  in  connection  with  steam  engines  subject  to  great  varia- 
tions of  load,  as  are  found  in  electric-railway,  rolling-mill, 
and  similar  irregular  work.  It  is  substantially  connect  to  say 
that  not  less  than  half  of  the  condensing  apparatus  in  use  in 
connection  with  stationary  engines  is  located  so  as  to  be 
compelled  to  lift  the  injection  water  at  least  16  feet,  and  a 
number  as  high  as  20  to  22  feet.  This  is  caused  by  the  fact 
that  the  stations  or  mills,  if  they  are  alongside  of  a  river,  are 
usually  placed  upon  moderately  high  and  firm  ground.  The 
result  of  this  arrangement  is  that,  in  case  of  a  sudden  over- 
load of  the  engine  by  which  steam  may  be  carried  three-fourths 
of  the  stroke  instead  of  one-fourth  of  the  stroke  as  normally, 
the  condenser  is  not  capable  of  maintaining  the  full  degree  of 
vacuum,  and  when  the  vacuum  falls,  as  it  must  necessarily, 
unless  a  very  large  and  extravagant  amount  of  water  is  being 
passed  through  the  condenser,  to  a  point  below  that  due  to 
the  suction  lift  plus  the  friction  in  the  pipe,  say  to  twenty 
inches,  then  the  water  is  lost  entirely,  and  the  engine  must 
either  be  run  non-condensing  or  the  condenser  cooled  off  and 
started  by  means  of  a  forced  injection  from  some  outside  source. 
This  is  a  very  undesirable  occurrence  in  an  electric  railway  sta- 
tion, as  can  readily  be  understood.  With  the  self-cooling  con- 
denser, however,  having  the  suction  lift  reduced  to  a  few  feet, 
and  a  supply  of  water  on  hand  entirely  free  from  debris  or  for- 
eign material  such  as  would  cause  the  stoppage  of  the  injection 
supply,  an  overload  may  come  to  the  condenser  and  the  vacuum 
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temporarily  fall  to  a  point  as  low  as  ten  inches  without  becom- 
.  ing  entirely  lost.  Just  as  soon  as  the  cut-off  again  takes  place 
at  an  earlier  point,  the  vacuum  will  return  to  the  normal  degree 
without  the  extreme  annoyance  of  shutting  down  or  of  cooling 
and  priming  the  condenser. 

Many  of  the  plants  erected  during  the  early  history  of  electric 
lighting  were  located  without  the  advice  of  qualified  steam  en- 
gineers, or  the  benefit  of  advanced  practice.  The  question  of 
the  economical  production  of  power  was  lost  sight  of  in  the 
strife  to  be  the  first  in  the  field  with  the  electric  light.  Further- 
more, it  was  expected  by  some  that  electricity  would  be  so 
cheap  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  that  the  cost  of  its  production 
be  taken  into  consideration.  This,  however,  has  now  assumed 
quite  a  different  aspect,  and  the  power  plant  is  conceded  to  be 
the  main  feature  in  the  success  or  failure  of  an  electric  lighting 
or  power  venture. 

Those  companies  with  generating  plants  away  from  a  natural 
water  supply,  such  as  a  river  or  a  canal,  are  severely  handi- 
capped in  the  matter  of  cost  of  power  by  competitors  who  have 
been  more  fortunate  in  the  locations  selected,  and  who,  by 
means  of  condensation,  are  able  to  produce  power  at  very  much 
less  expense.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  said  that  sites 
along  water  fronts  in  large  cities  are  expensive,  and  are  often  at 
a  long  distance  from  the  centre  of  distribution  of  the  electric 
current,  making  necessary  the  use  of  lengthy  and  costly  con- 
ductors to  transmit  the  current.  By  the  use  of  the  self-cooling 
condenser,  the  advantages  of  condensation  can  be  added  to 
those  of  central  and  already  determined  locations,  and  the  plant 
placed  nearly,  if  not  fully,  on  a  par  with  the  best  and  most 
recent  practice  of  condensing  engines  with  natural*  water 
privileges. 

DISCUSSION; 

Dr.  ChdS,  E.  Emery, — Mr.  Alberger  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of 
the  Society  for  the  presentation  of  the  details  of  construction  and 
of  actual  results  obtained  with  modified  air  condensers  on  a  large 
scale,  or,  more  strictly,  with  apparatus  for  cooling  water  of  conden- 
sation with  air.  The  evaporation  and  consequent  waste  of  a 
portion  of  water  have  a  very  important,  though  not  governing 
influence  on  the  result.  Condensers  of  this  kind  have  heretofore 
generally  been  made  with  shallow  pans  over  which  the  water 
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flowed  and  between  which  air  was  circulated.  The  method  shown 
appears  to  be  quite  effective,  and  should  tend  to  promote  the  in- 
troduction of  this  very  desirable  and  important  type  of  condenser. 
Little  can  be  said  in  discussion  of  the  paper,  for  it  is  very  com- 
plete in  itself.  It  will  be  interesting  in  a  scientific  sense  to  have 
experiments  made  directly  with  and  without  the  condenser.  My 
paper  before  the  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers  on  "  The  Cost 
of  Steam  Power/'  quoted  from,  was  of  course  written  without  hav- 
ing any  such  comparisons  in  view;  but  I  cannot  criticise  the  addi- 
tional application,  and  think  that  the  results  shown  will  be 
sustained  in  practice,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  some 
modifications  due  to  the  efficiency  of  the  heaters  employed.  All 
the  heat  imparted  to  the  feed  water  by  exhaust  steam  is  saved, 
whereas  the  heat  in  the  exhaust  steam  from  the  auxiliaries  is 
neither  lost  nor  gained  if  steam  be  entirely  condensed.  The 
power  is,  however,  under  such  circumstances  obtained  without 
cost  and  the  exhaust  simply  returns  to  the  boiler  nearly  aU  the 
heat  taken  from  it  for  the  particular  purposes. 

Mr.  William  Kent. — Those  of  us  who  had  the  good  fortune  to 
visit  Paris  in  1889,  and  accepted  the  invitation  of  M.  Popp  to 
yisit  his  system  of  compressed  air,  may  remember  the  enormous 
cooling  tower  he  had  for  cooling  the  condensing  water.  It  is 
described  by  Mr.  Alberger's  paper  as  a  tower  of  brush  and  fap:gots 
— a  great  wooden  structure  filled  with  brush  from  trees,  tied 
together,  and  the  water  distributed  over  that  immense  structure. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  cooling  tower  described  by  Mr.  Al- 
berger  will  do  the  same  work  with  a  great  saving  of  real  estate 
and  probably  of  expensive  construction.  I  would  like  to  ask  Mr. 
Alberger  if  that  tank  in  Fig.  139  is  made  of  wood.  It  appears  to 
be,  in  the  figure. 

Mr,  Alberger. — No ;  it  is  made  of  steel. 

Mr.  Kent. — I  suppose  in  some  cases  it  could  be,  as  there  is  no 
pressure. 

Mr.  Alberger. — It  is  not  required  to  stand  pressure. 

Mr.  Kent. — So  that  this  structure  could  be  made  of  boards  ? 

Mr.  Alberger. — Yes. 

Mr.  Kent. — He  states  in  another  place  that  these  tiles  ^re 
preferably  six  inches  in  diameter.  I  would  like  to  ask,  why 
preferably  six  inches?  Why  not  four  inches  or  three  inches? 
It  seems  the  smaller  the  tube  the  greater  the  surface  for  a  given 
weight 
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Mr.  AXberger, — That  is  correct.  The  smaller  ttie  tube  the 
greater  the  surface  which  can  be  put  in  the  tower,  but  not  exactly 
for  a  given  weight,  because  tiles  have  considerable  thickness. 
A  point  which  has  to  be  considered,  in  addition  to  the  question  of 
surface,  is  free  area  for  the  air.  It  is  very  desirable,  of  course,  to 
keep  the  power  down  which  is  to  driye  the  fan  and  circulate  the 
air,  and  the  larger  the  free  area  through  the  tower  for  the  air  the 
less  power  will  be  required  to  circulate  it.  The  whole  scheme  is 
to  circulate  air  under  very  low  pressure,  simply  to  cause  it  to 
travel  over  the  surface,  and  six-inch  tiling  has  been  found  to  keep 
the  machine  within  a  reasonable  size  and  operate  effectively.  It 
is  the  regular  size  of  tiling,  easy  to  handle,  and  does  not  put  too 
much  clay  in  the  structure. 

CoL  E.  D,  Meier, — I  think  it  is  especially  fortunate  that  this 
paper  should  have  been  read  at  the  St.  Louis  meeting.  We 
require  something  of  the  kind  here,  perhaps,  more  than  anywhere 
else.  As  you  must  have  noticed,  the  river  water  here  is  very 
muddy,  and,  consequently,  it  is  a  pretty  difficult  thing  to  get 
along  with  surface  condensers  there.  Otherwise,  if  it  had  not 
been  for  that  difficulty,  we  should  probably  have  had  more  large 
plants  located  right  on  the  river  front  for  the  purpose  of  using 
that  water.  I  have  in  mind  at  least  six  large  plants — electric  light 
and  electric  power  plants — in  this  city,  which  could,  I  think,  be 
induced  to  use  such  a  cooling  tower  and  condenser,  and  which 
would  get  great  advantage  from  it.  There  is  one  advantage  in  a 
plant  of  that  kind,  outside  of  the  economy,  which  Mr.  Alberger  did 
not  notice,  and  that  is,  that  some  of  those  plants  have  been  placed 
right  in  the  residence  district,  on  account  of  mistaken  advice  by 
electrical  experts  in  the  early  times — that  is,  early  times  of  elec- 
tricity, about  five  or  six  years  ago — that  it  was  necessary  to  put 
those  plants  right  in  the  middle  of  the  length  of  the  electric  lines ; 
and  as  the  electric  lines  are  now  extended,  instead  of  being  in  the 
middle,  they  are  one-quarter  inside  and  three-quarters  outside. 
The  exhaust  steam  becomes  a  positive  nuisance  to  the  neighbor- 
hood. Now,  they  would  do  away  with  that  nuisance,  and  save  a 
lot  of  money  at  the  same  time.  I  think  Mr.  Alberger  had  better 
stay  here  and  see  if  he  cannot  put  in  about  six  of  them  before  he 
returns  to  New  York. 

Mr.  Kent — They  need  them  in  New  York  more  than  they  do 
here. 

Mr,  W,  H,  Brya/n. — I  would  just  like  to  ask  Mr.  Alberger,  in 
42 


Digitized  by 


Google 


644  A  SELF-COOLING  CONDENSER. 

the  case  of  surface  condensers,  where  the  water  of  condensation 
and  the  circulating  water  are  kept  separate,  how  much  of  the  cir- 
culating water  would  have  to  be  added. 

Mr,  Alberger, — The  evaporation  in  the  tower  is,  on  an  average, 
about  eight- tenths,  we  may  say,  of  the  steam  condensed — it 
varies,  you  can  readily  understand,  according  to  the  condition 
of  the  atmosphere.  But  we  have  saved  water,  and  have  had  a 
little  to  spare,  just  enough  to  spare  to  cause  a  slight  overflow  to 
take  place  in  the  tank  and  carry  off  the  oil  and  dirt  and  scum 
which  come  from  the  lubrication  of  the  engine. 

Mr.  Bryan. — You  actually  use  less  water  than  before  ? 

Mr.  Alherger. — Yes;  we  not  only  save  water  by  increasing 
economy  in  the  engine,  that  is,  by  giving  it  the  benefit  of  the 
vacuum — ^20  to  30  per  cent,  economy — ^but  we  also  save  some 
water  in  the  tower,  making  the  total  cost  of  water  to  be  purchased 
from  the  city  from  six- tenths  to  seven- tenths  of  the  previous 
amount,  depending,  of  course,  upon  conditions. 

Prof.  W.  F.  M.  Go8s. — I  would  like  to  ask  whether  any  trouble 
is  experienced  from  the  presence  of  the  oil  in  the  exhaust  steam. 
Do  these  condensers  foul,  and,  if  so,  is  it  necessary  to  clean  them? 
and  how  much  of  a  job  is  it  to  clean  them  ? — if  it  is  necessary. 

Mr.  Alherger. — Do  you  refer  to  surface  condensers  or  jet  con- 
densers?    I  have  used  both  systems. 

Professor  Goes. — I  thought  that  in  either  the  water  for  conden- 
sation passed  through  these  tiles  or  over  the  tiles. 

Mr.  Alherger. — It  does,  yes.  With  surface  condensers,  of 
course,  the  oil  does  not  get  on  the  tiles.  It  goes,  as  in  ordinary 
surface  condensers,  to  the  hot  well,  and  then  to  filters  or  settling 
devices,  where  the  oil  is  removed.  But  with  the  jet  condenser, 
where  the  water  of  condensation,  together  with  the  water  from 
the  condensation  of  the  steam,  is  discharged  continuously  over 
the  filling  of  the  tower,  the  oil  accumulates  in  the  suction  tank. 
The  tiling  soon  becomes  covered  with  a  thin  coating  of  hardened 
grease,  and  the  inside'  of  the  shell  is  entirely  covered  with  this 
same  material.  I  have  had  these  machines  running  two  years, 
and  they  are  well  greased  and  in  a  thorough  state  of  preservation. 
They  will  stand  indefinitely  before  they  would  become  stopped 
up. 

Mr.  Kent. — Is  there  any  good  oil  filter  ? 

Mr.  Alherger. — That  is  for  you  to  discuss. 
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DCXCIV.* 

THE  EFFICIENCY  OF  A   STEAM  BOILER— WHAT 

IS  ITt 

BT  WILLIAM  KKNT,   MKW  TOBK  OITT. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

The  following  paper  is  offered  as  a  contribution  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  of  the  efficiency  of  steam  boilers,  which 
was  begun  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Dean's  paper,  presented  at  the  Detroit 
meeting  in  June  of  last  year,  and  continued  by  Dr.  Chas.  E. 
Emery's  paper,  presented  at  the  New  York  meeting  in  No- 
vember.    {TramactioTiSf  vol.  xvi.,  p.  962;  xvii.,  p.  237.) 

Within  the  past  few  years  there  has  been  developed  on  the 
part  of  some  engineers  a  tendency  to  discredit  the  "  pound  of 
combustible."  Mr.  E.  D.  Meier,  in  the  discussion  of  Mr.  Dean's 
paper  (p.  980),  says :  "  I  cannot  agree  with  him  [Mr.  Dean]  in 
regard  to  retaining  that  indefinite  quantity,  the  pound  of  com- 
bustible, at  all."  Mr.  W.  H.  Bryan  (p.  988.  says  :  "It  seems  to 
me,  also,  that  we  should  discontinue  the  use  of  the  term  *  com- 
bustible,' which  is  now  worse  than  misleading."  Mr.  Bobert  W. 
Hunt  (p.  994)  says  :  **  The  theoretical  *  combustible  '  as  obtained 
from  the  analysis  [Note  by  W.  K :  It  is  not  usually  obtained 
from  the  analysis,  but  from  the  boiler  test]  is  of  no  value  to  him 
[the  owner  of  the  boiler]  when  his  grates  will  allow  twenty  per 
cent  of  the  fuel  to  pass  through.  This  would  give  a  high  evap- 
oration per  pound  of  combustible,  but  the  cost  of  making  steam 
would  not  be  lowered.  Combustible  is  an  extremely  elastic 
term,  and  a  dangerous  one."  Prof.  W.  B.  Potter  (p.  999}  says : 
"  It  is  curious  to  see  what  a  prejudice  remains  in  the  minds  of 
engineers  in  favor  of  that  ancient  fraud,  the  pound  of  combus- 
tible. ...  It  is  greatly  to  be  hoped  that  revision  of  the 
code  will  result  in  the  final  and  effectual  removal  of  the  pound 
of  combustible." 

Mr.  Dean,  in  his  paper  read  at  the  Detroit  meeting,  proposed 

*  Presented  at  the  St.  Louis  meeting,  May,  1896,  of  the  American  Society  of 
Mechanical  Engineers^  and  fonning  pnrt  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the  Tramactiona, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(a) 


646       THE   EFFICIENCY   OF   A  STEAM   BOILER— WHAT  IS  IT? 

to  include  in  the  report  of  a  boiler  trial  the  efficiency,  defined 
thns : 

Heat  units  imparted  to  the  boiler  per  pound  of  dry  coal 
Number  of  heat  units  in  a  pound  of  dry  coal  by  analysis. 
,,  V  Heat  units  imparted  to  boiler  per  pound  of  combustible. 
^  Number  of  heat  units  in  a  pound  of  combustible  by  analysis. 
In  Mr.  Dean's  paper  as  printed  in  the  Transactions,  vol.  xvi, 
p.  96t>,  the  definition  is  revised  as  follows  : 
p«,  .  _  Heat  usefully  absorbed  from  1  lb.  of  combustible. 

^  ""  Heat  value  of  1  lb.  of  combustible. 

Mr.  Q.  H.  Barrus  (p.  971)  objects  to  the  words  "  by  analysis'* 
and  would  substitute  "  by  oxygen  calorimeter." 

Mr.  Bryan  (p.  988)  would  discard  the  "  combustible  "  alto- 
gether, and  use  the  efficiency  obtained  from  coal,  as  in  Mr. 
Dean's  first  definition. 

What  the  owner  of  the  boiler  wants  to  know  concerning  the 
economy  of  the  boiler  is,  "  How  many  pounds  of  water  will  it 
evaporate  per  pound  of  coal  ?  "  The  economy  of  an  engine  is 
usually  expressed  in  "  pounds  of  water  per  hour  per  horse- 
power," and  in  "pounds  of  coal  per  hour  per  horse-power." 
Knowing  the  pounds  of  water  per  hour  required  by  the  engine, 
the  pounds  of  water  evaporated  by  the  boiler  per  pound  of  coal, 
and  the  price  of  the  coal,  the  engine  owner  can  then  figure  the 
cost  of  fuel  per  hour  per  horse-power.  Hence  arises  the  neces- 
sity for  the  report  of  a  boiler  test  stating  the  result  in 
"pounds  of  water  evaporated  per  pound  of  coal  under  actual 
conditions"  (1). 

For  comparing  different  tests,  however,  the  conditions  of  feed- 
water  temperature  and  steam  pressure  must  be  reduced  to  a 
uniform  standard  ;  hence  it  is  customary  to  reduce  the  result  (1) 
to  the  "  equivalent  pounds  of  water  from  and  at  212  degrees  per 
pound  of  coal  "  (2). 

But  coals  from  any  given  district  vary  in  percentiles  of  mois- 
ture and  ash  (largely  in  moisture  if  transported  during  rainy 
weather) ;  hence  for  a  further  reduction  to  a  standard  of  com- 
parison we  divide  the  result  (2)  by  the  percentage  remaining 
after  deducting  the  percentage  of  moisture  (determined  by  dry- 
ing a  large  sample,  say  100  pounds,  at  the  time  of  the  boiler 
test »,  and  the  percentage  of  "  ash  and  refuse  "  (determined  by 
weighing  all  the  ash  and  refuse  withdrawn  from  the  furnace 
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during  tfae  test).    This  gives  us  the  "  pounds  of  water  evaporated 
from  and  at  212  degrees  per  pound  of  combustible  "  (3;. 

These  three  results  have  been  included  almost  universally  in 
the  reports  of  all  boiler  tests  that  have  been  published  both  in 
this  country  and  in  Europe  during  the  past  fifty  years  or  more. 

Let  us  now  consider  two  ideal  boiler  tests  in  which,  after 
obtaining  the  ordinary  results,  pounds  of  water  evaporated  from 
and  at  212  degrees  per  pound  of  coal  and  per  pound  of  combus- 
tible, we  attempt  to  obtain  the  "  eflSciency."  The  coals  are,  say, 
Pocahontas,  Coal  A,  and  Indiana  Block,  Coal  B.  The  tests  are 
made  with  the  same  boiler,  and  under  the  same  conditions  as 
far  as  possible.  The  steam  is  assumed  to  be  dry  saturated,  and 
the  temperature  of  the  flue  gases  500  degrees  Fahr.  The  engi- 
neer, with  no  other  apparatus  than  platform  scales,  tanks,  ther- 
mometers, and  a  steam  gauge,  obtains  the  results  : 

A         B 

PoQods  of  water  from  and  at  312  degrees  per  pound  coal   . . .   11.04      7.65        (1) 

The  sum  of  the  "  ash  and  refuse  "  obtained  in  the  test,  and 
the  moisture  obtained  by  drying  a  sample  of  the  coal,  is,  A,  8 
per  cent.;  B,  15  per  cent.;  making  what  the  engineer  calls  com- 
bustible, A,  92  per  cent. ;  B,  85  per  cent. ;  and  from  this  we 

obtain : 

A  B 

Pouuds  of  water  from  and  at  212  degrees  per  pouud  combas- 

tible 12.00      9.00        (2) 

From  results  (2)  the  engineer,  knowing  what  results  are  usu- 
ally obtained  with  Pocahontas  and  with  Indiana  coals,  can  form 
a  fair  opinion  as  to  whether  the  boiler  is  doing  what  it  ought  to 
do,  and  what  changes  in  rate  of  driving,  setting  of  furnace, 
method  of  firing,  etc.,  may  make  it  do  a  little  better.  Until  the 
term  "  efficiency  "  had  been  introduced  into  guarantees  it  would 
also  determine  whether  or  not  the  boiler  had  filled  its  guarantee. 
The  results  (2)  could  also  be  compared  with  the  published  re- 
sults of  all  the  tests  that  have  been  made  during  the  last  fifty 
years,  and  conclusions  could  be  drawn  from  the  comparison. 

From  results  (1)  the  boiler  owner,  knowing  the  price  of  the 
two  coals,  could  determine  which  one  was  most  economical  for 
him  to  buy,  and  the  fuel  cost  per  horse-power  per  day.  Thus 
far,  all  the  work  has  been  done  by  the  engineer  with  ordinary 
apparatus,  and  neither  the  chemist  nor  the  fuel  calorimeter 
expert,  necessarily  involving  additional  expense,  has  been  called 
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iiL  But  the  "  efficiency  "  of  the.  boiler  is  desired.  How  shall 
we  obtain  it  ? 

The  first  thing  required  is  a  correct  average  sample  of  the 
coal  used  during  the  test  The  use  of  a  sampling  machine, 
such  as  would  be  used  in  sampling  silver  ores,  in  which  the 
whole  of  the  ore  is  passed  through  the  machine,  is  impracti- 
cable, so  the  engineer  takes  a  shovelful  of  coal  from  the  pile  at 
frequent  intervals  during  the  test,  and  thus  gradually  accumu- 
lates a  barrelful.  The  barrel  is  dumped  on  the  floor,  and  by 
repeated  quartering  a  sample  of  from  five  to  fifty  pounds  is  ob- 
tained, which  he  sends  to  the  chemist  and  to  the  calorimeter  mao. 
Who  knows  whether  this  sample  is  a  correct  average  of  the 
coal  used  in  the  test,  or  how  much  it  is  air-dried  during  the 
process  of  accumulating  the  barrelful,  during  the  quartering,  or 
during  the  subsequent  transportation-,  mixing,  quartering,  etc, 
to  which  it  is  subjected  before  the  chemical  or  the  calorimeter 
test  is  made  ?  The  error  of  the  sample  may  be  two  or  three 
per  cent  or  more. 

The  chemist  reports  his  analysis  as  follows  : 

A,  PocahoDtM.  B,  Indiana  Block. 

Carbon 86.51  72.94 

Hjdrofren .' 4.44  4.50 

Oxygen 4,95  11.77 

Nitrogen 0.66  1.79 

Sulphur 0.61                         

Asb 1.54  4.50 

Moisture 1.29  4.50 

100.00  100.00 

Calculated  by  Dulong*s  formula, 

B.  T.  U.  =  14,500  [c^  +  4.28  (^-  -)], 

the  heating  power  of  the  coals  is.  A,  14,916 ;  B,  12,457      (3 '. 

Subtracting  the  ash  and  moisture,  2.83  per  cent,  in  A,  and  9 
per  cent,  in  B,  we  obtain  : 

A  B 

Heating  power  of  tbe  "  combustible** 15,349        13,689        (4) 

Let  us  suppose  that  the  fuel  calorimeter  man,  by  accident, 
also  finds  that  his  samples  contain  respectively  2.83  and  9  per 
cent,  of  ash  and  moisture,  and  he  reports  the  heating  value  as 
follows : 

A  B 

Per  pound  of  coal 14,818     '      11,211        (5) 

Per  pound  of  combustible 14,785  12,320        (6) 
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The  heating  power  of  A  is  4  per  cent,  less,  and  that  of  B  10 
per  cent,  less,  than  that  calculated  from  the  analysis.  These 
differences  between  results  calculated  from  analysis  and  those 
found  by  the  calorimeter  have  actually  been  obtained  by  a 
chemist  to  whom  Mr.  F.  W.  Dean  sent  samples  of  coal  of  the 
same  class,  viz.,  Pocahontas,  as  shown  below.  Scheerer-Kest- 
ner,  however  (see  table  in  Dr.  Emery's  paper  read  at  the  last 
meeting,  November,  1895),  found  the  heating  power  of  one  coal 
(coking  coal  from  Anzin)  18.8  per  cent,  greater  by  calorimeter  test 
than  that  calculated  from  analysis ;  and  in  nineteen  coals  tested 
by  him  found  the  calorimeter  result  greater  in  every  case  except 
one,  which  was  4.6  per  cent.  less.  These  variations  in  calorim- 
eter tests  certainly  throw  doubt  on  all  calorimeter  work  until  a 
sufficient  number  of  tests  shall  have  been  made  by  different  experi- 
menters and  with  different  calorimeters  upon  similar  samples, 
and  until  tests  so  made  show  a  reasonable  degree  of  uniformity. 

In  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  upon  the  subject,  who 
is  to  decide  which  of  the  results  (3),  (4),  (5),  and  (6)  is  to  be  ac- 
cepted as  accurate  ? 

The  engineer,  having  obtained  these  results,  is  now  ready  to 
make  his  calculations  of  the  ''efficiency"  of  the  boiler.  His 
own  results  he  is  sure  of,  within  the  ordinary  limits  of  error  of 
a  boiler  test.     They  are  : 

Pounds  of  water  from  and  at  212  degrees  per  pound  of  coal 11.04    7.66  (1) 

Pounds  of  water  from  and  at  212  degrees  per  pound  of  com  bustible  12.00    9.00  (2) 

Multiplying  these  figures  by  965.7  he  obtains  the  heat  units 
absorbed  by  the  boiler,  as  follows : 

A  B 

Heat  units  absorbed  per  pound  of  coal 10,661     7,888  (7) 

Heat  units  absorbed  per  pound  of  combustible 11,588    8,691  (8) 

Figuring  first  from  coal,  dividing  (7)  by  (3),  he  obtains : 

A  B 

Efficiency  (7) -4- (3) 71.48^    59.81^    (9) 

(7)-4-(5) 74.46^    65.90jf(10) 

Figuring  now  from  combustible,  he  obtains : 

Efficiency  (8)  H- (4) 75.50?f    63.49jg  (11) 

(8)-f-(6) 78.64^    70.54^(12) 

The  results  (9)  and  (10)  express  the  ratio  of  the  heat  absorbed 
by  the  boiler  to  the  heat  units  in  the  coal  (including  its  moist- 
ure and  di&h)  fed  into  the  furnace.  The  results  (11)  and  (12) 
express  the  ratio  of  the  heat  absorbed  by  the  boiler  to  the  heat 
units  in  the  combustible  portion  of  the  coal  that  was  burned  in 
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the  famace — ^that  is,  the  coal  fed  minus  the  deduction  for  moist- 
ure and  the  refuse  coal  and  ashes  withdrawn  from  the  furnace. 
The  latter  express  the  efficiency  of  the  combination  of  the  boiler 
as  an  absorber  of  heat,  and  of  the  furnace  as  it  more  or  less 
completely  bums  the  combustible  gases;  the  former  the  efficiency 
of  the  combination  of  the  boiler,  the  furnace,  the  spaces  between 
the  grates  which  allow  unbumed  coal  to  fall  through  them,  and 
the  method  of  stopping  the  test,  by  which  a  greater  or  less 
quantity  of  coal  is  withdrawn  with  the  ashes.  Can  any  one  of 
them  properly  be  called  the  efficiency  of  the  holler^  and  if  so,  which 
one? 

After  the  boiler  owner  has  received  the  report  of  the  re- 
sults (9),  (10),  (11),  and  (12),  how  much  wiser  is  he  than  he 
was  when  he  received  the  report  of  results  (1)  and  (2)  only,  with 
the  comparison  of  these  results  with  those  observed  from  other 
boilers  using  the  same  kinds  of  coal  ?  Can  he  with  these  later 
results  figure  any  closer  than  before  the  cost  of  fuel  per 
horse  power,  or  does  he  know  any  more  about  the  relative  values 
of  different  boilers,  or  different  kinds  of  fuel?  If  these  results 
have 'any  value,  is  it  sufficient  to  warrant  the  engineer  asking 
the  boiler  owner  to  go  to  the  expense  of  having  chemical  and 
calorimeter  tests  made  ? 

Enough  has  been  said  to  show  the  uncertainty,  in  the  present 
state  of  our  knowledge,  of  the  accuracy  of  tests  by  the  fuel 
calorimeter.  Are  we  any  more  certain  of  the  results  of  ultimate 
chemical  analysis  ? 

Mr.  Dean  has  furnished  me  the  following  results,  which  he 
obtained  from  a  chemist,  of  the  analyses  of  twelve  samples  of 
semi-bituminous  coal.     The  first  five  are  Cumberland  coal : 


No.  1. 

No.  2. 

No.  8. 

No.  4. 

No.  5. 

0.60 

80.15 
4.94 
5.76 
1.00 
6.68 
0.87 

100.00 

14.240 
18,468 

No.  6. 

Moistaro 

Dry 

81.08 
4.57 
5.20 
1.60 
7.21 
0.99 

Dry 

84.16 
4.86 
4.08 
2.«»0 
4.54 
0.83 

0.58 
79.40 
6.11 
8.80 
1.25 
9.24 
0.62 

0.49 

84.66 
4.88 
8.86 
1.00 
4.61 
0.61 

Dried  at 
212  • 
82.55 

C 

H 

o 

5.20 
3.84 

N 

1.00 

Ash 

6.86 

S , ,.... 

0.55 

Heat  units,  calcniated 

100.00 
14,182 

100.00 
14,909 

100.00 

14,889 
18,452 

100.00 
14,990 

i4,ooe 

100.00 

14.896 

Heat  anitfi,  by  calorimeter 

18,6^0 



Difference* 

987 
6.61 

16,956 
14,917 

808 
6.99 

16,796 
14,849 

TTT 
5.46 

15,868 
14,520 

12.18 

Per  cent 

8.18 

Heat  unltH  per  lb.  combuBtiblo,  calcniated 

Heal  unitf  per  lb.  combustible,  by  calorimeter 

16,284 

15,728 

15,996 
14.687 
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Nob.  6  to  10,   inclusive,   are  Pocahontas.    No.  11  is  called 
Clinch  Valley.    No.  12  is  from  New  River,  W.  Va. 


No.  7. 

No.  8. 

No.  9. 

No.  10. 

No.  11. 

No.  12. 

Moistiire 

0.55 
87.86 
5.17 
8.77 
1.00 
1.65 

0.60 
80.28 
4.75 
7.76 
1.00 
5.18 
0.53 

100.00 

18,97« 
18,450 

528 
8.78 

14.82S 
14,267 

0.60 
82  27 
4.58 
6.15 
1.00 
4.88 
0.48 

100.00 

14,265 
18,604 

Dry 
87.70 
5.20 
2.68 
1.25 
9.40 
0.68 

79.28 
5.2*2 
6.09 
1.27 
8.60 
0.59 

Dry 
88.42 

5.60 
5.08 

c 

H 

0 

N 

1.26 

Ash 

4.07 

8 *. V,,V.'. 

0.67 

Heat  units,  calcnlated 

100.00 

15,657 
14,092 

1,6G5 
10.0 

16,009 
14,409 

100.00 

15,729 
14,654 

100.00 

14,850 
18.401 

100.00 
15.115 

Heat  anils,  bjr  calorimeter 

14.026 

Difference 

661 
4.64 

15,106 
14,406 

1,075 
6.88 

16,181 
15,028 

949 
6.61 

15,700 
14,632 

1,089 

Per  cent 

7.25 

Heat  units  per  lb.  combustible,  calculated 

Heat  nniu  per  lb.  combustible,  by  calorimeter 

15,756 
14,621 

In  these  analyses  we  notice,  (1)  that  they  all  add  up  to  exactly 
100  per  cent.,  showing  that  some  one  of  the  elements  must  have 
been  obtained  '*  by  difference  '' ;  (2)  that  the  nitrogen  in  six  out 
of  the  twelve  analyses  is  exactly  1  per  cent.,  in  two  others  1.25, 
in  another  1.50,  and  in  another  just  2  per  cent.,  which  raises  a  sus- 
picion that  the  nitrogen  was  "  estimated  "  and  not  exactly  deter- 
mined ;  (3)' that  coal  No.  7,  which  shows  the  greatest  difference 
between  the  heat  units  as  determined  by  calorimeter  and  as  cal- 
culated from  the  analysis,  also  shows  by  analysis  the  highest 
heating  value  with  one  exception;* (4)  that  the  coal  which  has 
the  lowest  heating  value,  as  calculated  from  the  analysis,  also 
shows  the  smallest  difference  between  that  value  and  the  value 
found  by  calorimeter.  These  facts  do  not  demonstrate  that  any 
of  the  analyses  are  in  erro^,  but  they  do  throw  suspicion  on 
them.  Comparative  accuracy  in  iron  and  steel  analysis  has 
only  been  attained  after  years  of  experiment  and  comparison  of 
results  obtained  by  different  chemists.  1  have  yet  to  learn  of 
any  duplicate  samples  of  coal  having  been  analyzed  by  two  or 
more  different  chemists  for  the  purpose  of  checking  results. 
Until  this  is  done,  and  until  more  definite  information  in  regard 
to  the  accuracy  of  analyses  of  coal  is  obtained  than  we  now 
have,  any  analysis  must  be  open  to  more  or  less  suspicion  of 
inaccuracy. 

Another  objection  which  may  be  made  to  the  use  of  "  effi- 
ciency "  as  a  standard  in  commercial  boiler  tests  is  the  foUow- 
mg  :  In  boiler  tests  made  to  compare  two  competing  boilers,  or 
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to  determine  the  fulfilinent  of  a  guarantee,  when  there  is  a  pre- 
mium or  a  forfeit  at  stake  there  are  usually  two  parties  to  the 
test,  whose  interests  are  antagonistic,  the  competing  boiler 
makers  or  the  boilermaker  and  the  purchaser.  In  the  ordinary 
test  in  which  the  evaporation  per  pound  of  combustible  is  the 
standard  the  boilermaker  has  the  privilege  of  using  the  best 
coal  he  can  obtain  of  the  kind  named  in  the  contract,  and  both 
parties  are  represented  at  the  test  by  experts  who  check  the 
accuracy  of  every  recorded  observation.  There  is  no  diffi- 
culty in  their  obtaining  identical  results,  for  the  platform  scales, 
tanks  and  other  instruments  are  standardized,  and  the  weights 
and  measurements  are  easily  verified.  But  when  "  efficiency"  is 
adopted  as  a  standard,  who  is  to  verify  the  work  of  the  chemist, 
or  who  shall  determine  the  accuracy  of  the  fuel  calorimeter  ? 
When  ores  are  purchased  on  certified  chemical  analyses,  the 
chemist  himself  or  his  representative,  as  a  disinterested  party, 
does  the  sampling,  but  in  a  boiler  test  the  chemist  or  the  calo- 
rimeter expert  merely  certifies  that  the  particular  sample  which 
has  been  sent  to  him,  *  as  received  "  has  such  a  chemical  analy- 
sis or  such  a  heating  value.  There  is  no  check  upon  his  work, 
and  each  party  to  the  test  takes  the  risk  of  his  inaccuracy,  which 
may  be  serious. 

I  am  informed  that  in  a  recent  boiler  test  at  St  Louis,  a  boiler- 
maker was  subjected  to  a  forfeiture  of  several  thousand  dollars 
as  a  result  of  his  failing  to  show  a  certain  guaranteed  "  efficiency." 
I  think  it  more  than  probable  that  if  the  coal  used  in  that  test 
had  been  differently  sampled,  and  if  its  heating  value  had  been 
determined  by  a  different  chemist  or  by  a  different  calorimeter, 
the  amount  of  the  forfeiture  would  have  been  greatly  dimin- 
ished. 

The  agitation  in  favor  of  the  use  of  the  "  efficiency  "  of  boilers 
as  a  standard  of  comparison  has  already  extended  so  far  that 
some  engineers  who  frame  specifications  for  contracts  are 
including  "  efficiency "  as  among  the  things  to  be  guaranteed. 
Two  examples  of  this  have  recently  come  under  my  notice. 
The  first  specifies  that  *'  the  contractors  are  to  state  the  effi- 
ciency they  will  guarantee  from  coal  having  a  calorific  value  of 
12.000  B.  T.  U. ;  if  fuel  with  different  calorific  value  is  used  in 
making  the  test,  correction  will  be  made."  The  second  worded 
the  specification  to  the  effect  that  contractors  will  be  required 
to  state  the  efficiency  they  will  guarantee  from  the  coal  now 
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being  used  in  the  works,  Illinois  screenings ;  the  efficiency  to 
be  competed  from  coal  and  not  from  combustible  ;  and  the  coal 
will  have  a  calorific  value  of  not  less  than  10,600  B.  T.  U. 

In  neither  case  was  any  definite  information  given  concerning 
the  nature  of  the  coal  to  be  used  in  the  test,  nor  was  it  stated 
whether  the  calorific  value  was  to  be  determined  by  analysis  or 
by  calorimeter,  or  by  whose  calorimeter.  The  boilermaker 
who  bids  on  such  a  specification  is  taking  a  gambling  risk.  He 
not  only  has  to  fix  his  price  on  the  usual  basis  of  cost  plus 
profit,  modified  possibly  by  his  anxiety  to  get  the  job  and  by 
his  opinion  as  to  what  competition  he  is  to  meet,  but  he  has  to 
guess  at  what  kind  of  guarantee  his  competitors  will  give, 
knowing  that  the  competitor  who  knows  the  least  about  actual 
boiler  tests  with  Western  coals  will  be  apt  to  give  the  highest 
guarantee.  In  one  of  these  cases,  I  was  asked  by  a  boilermaker, 
who  proposed  to  bid,  what  guarantee  I  would  advise  him  to 
make.  I  have  made  a  great  number  of  tests  with  Western  coals, 
with  different  boilers,  and  am  well  acquainted  with  what  can  be 
,  done  by  this  maker's  boiler  with  anthracite  and  with  semi- 
bituminous  coals,  but  I  could  not  give  any  advice  concerning  this 
guarantee.  I  would  like  if  those  who  may  discuss  this  paper 
would  give  their  opinions  of  what  kind  of  guarantee  should  be 
given  on  these  specifications,  assuming  that  the  boiler  was  either 
a  horizontal  tubular  or  a  Heine  water-tube,  amply  proportioned 
in  every  respect,  and  set  with  an  ordinary  grate  for  hand  firing. 
My  own  opinion  is  that  not  enough  is  yet  known  concerning 
the  calorific  power  of  Western  coals,  concerning  the  method  of 
determining  their  calorific  power,  nor  concerning  the  "effi- 
ciency "  of  boilers,  to  warrant  efficiency  being  considered  as  an 
accurate  standard  of  comparison,  nor  of  its  being  specified  in 
guarantees.  I  would  especially  condemn  the  particular  method 
of  specifying  it  which  is  used  in  the  two  examples  given  above. 
If  an  engineer  believes  that  "  efficiency  "  is  a  proper  standard 
for  bidders  to  be  governed  by  and  to  guarantee,  then  he  should 
state  in  his  specifications  what  kind  of  coal  will  be  used  in  the 
test,  what  percentage  of  efficiency  is  required,  and  how  the  effi- 
ciency is  to  be  determined ;  if  by  analysis,  by  yrhat  chemist ; 
and  if  by  calorimeter,  by  whose  calorimeter. 

I  have  no  objection  whatever  to  the  use  of  the  term  "effi- 
ciency "  in  reports  of  boiler  tests,  whenever  the  heating  value  of 
the  coal  can  be  determined,  whether  by  analysis  or  by  calorim- 
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eter.  A  knowledge  of  the  efficiency  may  be  of  great  yalue  for 
scientific  study  of  comparative  boiler  tests  by  the  boiler  maker 
and  by  the  engineer,  and  the  efficiency  may  be  conyenientlj 
recorded  in  the  result  of  a  test  as  an  addition  to  the  time-hon- 
ored evaporation  per  pound  of  coal  and  per  pound  of  combusti- 
ble, but  I  would  by  no  means  substitute  it  for  these  results,  and 
especially  I  would  not  advise  its  adoption  as  a  commercial 
standard  to  be  specified  in  contracts  or  in  guarantees 

Postscript. — Since  the  above  was  put  in  type,  I  have  received 

the  results  of  calorimetric  tests,  by  two  different  calorimeters,  of 

two  coals  which  I  recently  used  in  testing  a  boiler.     One  coal 

(C)  was  from  Jackson  Co.,  Ohio,  and  the  other  (D)  was  from 

New  River,  W.  Va.     The  results  obtained  in  the  boiler  test 

were  as  follows : 

c.  D. 

Water  evaporated  per  lb.  coal,  actual  coDditions lbs.  6.793  9.649  (I) 

fromaudat212defirrees..   "  8.188  11.618(2) 

combustible        "            ..   "  8.577  13.2o2  (8) 

Aab  and  refuse,  per  cent 4.527  5.158  (4) 

Heat  absorbed  by  the  boUer.  per  lb.  coal B.  T.  U.  7.907  11,220  (5) 

combustible....       "*  8,288  11,858(6) 

*  The  moisture  in  the  coals  was  not  determined  during  the 
boiler  test,  but  they  both  appeared  to  be  quite  dry.  The 
moisture  found  in  the  calorimeter  samples  of  coal  0,  3.83  and 
3.94  per  cent.,  gives  rise  to  a  suspicion  that  either  the  crashed 
coal  is  very  hygroscopic,  or  that  what  was  determined  as 
"  moisture  "  may  in  part  have  been  volatile  matter.  The  results 
(3)  of  evaporation  per  pound  of  combustible  have  been  calcu- 
lated from  (2)  by  deducting  the  ash  and  refuse  only,  no  account 
being  taken  of  the  moisture. 

The  first  calorimeter  test  was  made  by  Prof.  R.  C.  Carpenter 
on  his  calorimeter,  described  in  vol.  xvi.  of  the  Transaction^^  p. 
1,040.     He   reported   the    proximate   analysis   of  the   coal  B& 

follows : 

Coal  C.                                  Coal  D. 
Moist  Com-  Moist  Coin- 
Coal,  bostible.  Coal.  bostible. 

Moisture 8.88  —  1.18  - 

Volatile  matter 82.07  85.76  20.92  32.24 

Fixed  carbon 57.60  64.24  72.90  77.76 

Ash 6.50  —  6.00  - 

100.00  100.00  100.00  100.00 
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The  ash  found  by  this  analysis  in  coal  0  is  greater  than  that 
found  in  the  boiler  test.  This  is  probably  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  the  coal  was  fed  by  the  American  underfeed  stoker, 
and  was  so  thoroughly  burned  that  no  unburned  coal  whatever 
appeared  in  the  ash,  while  the  ashes  were  exceedingly  light, 
and  to  some  extent  were  blown  by  the  forced  blast  as  dust  into 
the  flue  leading  to  the  chimney.  Coal  C  was  dry-burning,  or 
non-coking,  which  facilitated  this  blowing  of  the  ash  dust,  while 
coal  D  was  a  coking  coal,  and  the  coking  prevented  the  blowing 
of  the  dust. 

Duplicate  samples  of  the  coal,  which  had  been  crushed  and 
thoroughly  mixed  by  Prof.  Carpenter,  were  sent  to  a  chemist  in 
Boston,  who  used  the  Lewis  Thompson  calorimeter. 

The  results  of  the  calorimeter  tests  are  as  follows : 

c.  D. 

Heat  units  per  lb.  ooal,  Carpenter  cal.  B.  T.  U 

Heat  units  per  lb.  coal,    Tht)mp8ou  cal.  B.  T.  U 

Heat  onits  per  lb.  combustible,  Carpenter  cal.  B.  T.  U. 
Heat  units  per  lb.  cr»uibu8tible,  Thompson  cal.  B.  T.  U. 

Difference  between  results  (9)  and  (10),  B.   T.  U 

Diff»-reiice,  per  cent,  of  greater per  cent. 

The  heating  value  per  pound  of  combustible  was  not  reported 
by  the  Boston  chemist,  but  he  reported  the  moisture  in  coal  0 
to  be  3.94  per  cent,  and  in  coal  D  0.31  per  cent.  Taking  these 
figures  for  moisture  and  Prof.  Carpenter's  figures  for  ash — viz.rC 
6.50  per  cent.,  D  5.00  per  cent,  —the  results  (10)  have  been  calcu- 
lated from  the  results  (8).  The  "efficiency"  of  the  boiler,  as 
calculated  from  the  above  data,  is  as  follows  : 

Fij^uring  from  coal :  C.         D. 

Results  (5)  -f-  (7),    Carpenter  calorimeter,   per  cent.  60.04  78.82. 

Re^ults  (5)  -I-  1 8),    Thompson  calorimeter,  per  cent.  66.37  85.88. 
Fig^oriiig  from  combustibl*^ : 

RoHulis  (6) -I- (9),  C'arpenter  calorimeter,       percent.  56.66  78.12. 

ResnltH  (6)  -♦-  (10),  Thompson  calorimeter,    per  cent.  62.27  85.17. 

The  efficiencies  figured  from  combustible  for  coal  0  might  be 
raised  to  about  60  and  65  per  cent,  respectively,  if  the  moisture 
in  the  coal  had  been  taken  account  of  in  figuring  the  results  (3) 
of  the  boiler  test.  As  the  above*  record  stands  the  "  efficiency  '* 
of  the  boiler  may  be  anywhere  from  5^.66  to  85.83  per  cent., 
according  to  how  the  results  are  calculated  and  what  calorimeter 
is  used.  The  high  figures,  85. 1 7  and  85.83  per  cent,  might  be 
useful  for  advertising  purposes — and  they  suggest  that  the  way 
to  get  a  high  "  efficiency  "  for  a  steam  boiler  is  to  use  the  Lewis 


18,170 

16,200 

(7) 

11,913 

13.066 

(8) 

14,620 

16,210 

(9) 

13,302 

13,799 

(10) 

1,818 

2,411 

9.02 

14.87. 
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Thompson  calorimeter  to  determine  the  heating  value  of  the 
fuel— but  they  are  utterly  untrustworthy.  This  may  be  shown 
by  the  following  calculation : 

Heat  absorbed  by  the  boiler  per  lb.  combustible,  B.  T.  U 11,858 

Loss  of  beat  in  tbe  chimney  gases :  temperature,  480" ;  tem- 
perature of  air  in  boiler  room,  90" ;  estimated  air  used  per  lb. 
of  combustible,  24  lbs.,  or  double  the  theoretical  amounts; 

24  lbs.  X  0.24  specific  heat  x  390**  = 2.346 

Estimated  loss  by  radiation,  4%  of  11,853 474 

Total 14,678 

Reported  heating  value  of  coal,  per  lb.  combustible 18,799 

Excess 874 

or  6.3  percent  of  the  reported  heating  value  of  the  coal,  no 
allowance  being  mnde  for  loss  due  to  imperfect  combustion. 

These  calculations,  I  submit,  demonstrate  the  total  unreli- 
ability of  the  "  efficiency,"  as  at  present  determined,  for  a  com- 
mercial standard  for  boiler  tests. 

DISCUSSION. 

Mr.  Geo.  If.  Barrus. — It  seems  to  me  to  be  premature  and 
unwise  to  present  this  subject  before  a  general  meeting  of  the 
Society  when,  as  the  author  intimated,  it  has  been  made  a  matter 
to  be  considered  by  a  specially  constituted  committee,  before 
which  it  must  come  for  action  and  recommendation. 

This  paper  is  not  in  any  sense  an  action  of  the  committee,  but 
must  be  viewed  as  an  individual  matter  on  its  author's  own 
responsibility. 

CoL  E.  D.  Meier. — Mr.  Kent  objects  to  the  comparison  of  the 
performance  of  different  boilers  in  terms  of  efficiency,  and  holds 
that  the  old  method  of  comparing  the  work  by  the  amount  of 
evaporation  per  pound  of  combustible  is  better  and  safer  alike  for 
the  engineer  and  for  the  owner  of  the  plant.  I  do  not  believe 
that  any  one  of  those  who  object  to  the  use  of  the  pound  of  com- 
bustible in  work  of  this  kind  intended  any  unfavorable  criticism 
of  the  work  of  the  former  committee  of  this  Society  which  formu- 
lated the  code  for  boiler  tests.  We  all  acknowledge  that  those 
gentlemen  did  good  and  conscientious  work,  and  this  is  shown  by 
the  very  general  acquiescence  in  their  methods.  But  we  all  of  us 
base  our  judgment  on  our  experience,  and  when  we  consider  any 
abstract  question,  our  reasoning  is  always  affected  by  our  experi- 
ence.    It  is  very  fortunate  that  it  is  so.     Now  the  gentlemen  who 
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composed  that  committee  probably  had  at  that  time  more  experi- 
ence in  boiler  testing  than  an  equal  number  of  engineers  any 
where  in  the  Union.  But  I  believe  I  am  well  within  the  mark 
when  I  estimate  that  there  are  ten  boiler  tests  made  to-day  to 
one  made  in  the  period  when  that  report  was  framed,  and  the 
vast  majority  of  the  tests  then  made  were  run  on  such  coals  as  are 
regularly  used  for  the  making  of  steam  in  the  section  of  the 
country  lying  east  of  the  Allegliany  Mountains.  This  limited  the 
experience  of  the  members  of  this  committee  practically  to  anthra- 
cite and  Cumberland  (semi-bituminous)  coals.  Now  anthracite  is 
a  coal  which,  like  Jeff.  Davis  and  his  friends,  simply  requires  to 
be  "  let  alone."  Cumberland  also  requires  little  manipulation 
after  it  has  once  been  properly  distributed  on  the  grates.  I  have 
known  tests  run  on  Cumberland  coal — and  for  that  matter  on 
anthracite  coal — where,  during  a  ten-hour  test^  no  general  clean- 
ing of  the  fires  was  resorted  to.  Contrast  with  this  the  coals  in 
general  use  in  the  vast  and  growing  industrial  region  west  of  the 
Alleghanies  and  in  the  Mississippi  Valley.  With  most  of  the 
coals  in  general  use  here,  it  is  necessary  to  clean  fires  once  in 
three  or  four  hours,  and  much  depends  on  the  skill  of  the  fireman 
in  taking  out  the  clinker  in  as  short  a  time  as  possible,  to  reduce 
the  loss  due  to  the  open  fire  door.  Here  is  a  radically  different 
set  of  conditions.  The  pound  combustible  as  defined  by  Mr. 
Kent  as  what  remains  after  deducting  the  moisture  and  the  ash 
and  refuse,  is  something  quite  different  in  the  case  of  Cumberland 
or  anthracite  coal  from  what  it  is  in  the  case  of  Belleville  coal  or 
Streator  coal.  Mr.  McMynn,  of  Chicago,  whose  experience  has 
lain  largely  with  coal  of  this  latter  quality,  and  who  is  almost 
constantly  engaged  in  boiler  tests,  says  :  "  The  main  objection  to 
calculating  efficiency  from  the  evaporation  per  pound  of  combust- 
ible is  that  no  two  firemen  will  ever  make  just  the  same  amount 
of  ash,  and  it  also  gives  a  chance  for  error  because  it  puts  a  pre- 
mium on  dropping  good  coal  or  half-burned  fuel  through  the 
grates,  for  of  course  the  greater  the  amount  of  ash  the  higher  the 
evaporation  per  pound  of  combustible. ''  His  extensive  experi- 
ence shows  him  what  is  apt  to  happen  when  coal  of  from  40  to  45 
per  cent,  fixed  carbon  and  from  30  to  40  per  cent,  volatile  matter 
is  being  fired.  The  experience  of  the  older  committee  was  with 
coals  running  from  75  to  80  per  cent,  fixed  carbon,  and  perhaps 
7  to  15  per  cent,  volatile  matter.  Even  supposing  the  fireman  to 
be  perfectly  honest  and  intelligent,  it  is  practically  impossible  for 


Digitized  by 


Google 


658       THE   EFFICIENCY  OF  A  STEAM  BOILER — ^WHAT  IS  IT? 

him  to  prevent  large  quantities  of  coke  being  mixed  with  the 
cinders  and  slag  he  draws  from  the  furnace  when  cleaning  fires. 
Not  only  does  a  vast  quantity  of  cold  air  rush  in  during  the  opera- 
tion,  but  a  large  amount  of  heat  is  withdrawn  from  the  furnace  in 
the  clinker.  That  both  these  causes  are  much  more  effective  in 
reducing  the  apparent  economy  of  the  plant  when  we  are  dealing 
with  coal  which  has  from  10  to  20  per  cent,  of  ash  than  when  using 
such  as  hold  from  three  to  six  per  cent  is  readily  seen.  In  de- 
ducting the  moisture  obtained  by  drying  a  large  sample  over  the 
boiler  flue,  there  is  a  chance  for  a  large  error,  because  much  of 
the  volatile  matter  leaves  the  combination  at  a  low  temperature 
if  long  enough  exposed.  It  is  certainly  much  easier  to  get  edu- 
cated engineers  to  agree  on  the  kind  of  calorimeter  and  the 
methods  of  making  tests  of  the  heat  value  of  the  coal  than  to  get 
all  the  firemen  of  a  given  district  to  work  with  equal  skill  and 
equal  conscientiousness  in  cleaning  fires.  There  is  a  much  greater 
error  in  thus  drying  a  large  sample  of  coal  on  the  flue  than  that 
due  to  possible  air  drying  during  the  process  of  accumulating  the 
barrelf ul  for  the  calorimeter  test.  Those  of  us  who  favor  stating 
the  efficiency  in  percentage  of  the  heat  value  of  the  coal  do  not 
imagine  that  we  will  get  something  absolutely  correct.  But  it 
must  be  remembered  that  we  look  to  the  establishing  of  certain 
coals  as  standards  for  the  various  great  coal  districts.  People 
will  soon  learn  that  the  percentage  of  efficiency  which  can  be 
obtained  in  the  best  practice  will  be  less  for  Iowa  or  Illinois  coals 
than  for  Tonghiogheny,  Cumberland,  or  New  River.  Each  great 
district  will  soon  have  its  own  record,  and  these  records  will  be 
nearer  the  exact  truth  than  could  ever  be  hoped  foriu  comparing 
the  record  per  pound  combustible  in  two  tests,  one  made  on 
Northern  Colorado  lignite  and  the  other  on  Pocahontas  coal. 

In  regard  to  the  question  about  Western  coal  which  Mr.  Kent^s 
boilermaker  asks,  the  answer  is  simple.  The  boilermaker  will 
do  best  to  ask  each  expert  for  an  opinion  on  such  coals  with 
which  he  is  thoroughly  familiar ;  for  in  the  others  he  is  no  expert. 
And  it  is  just  as  easy  for  the  New  York  boilermaker  to  ask  a  St 
Louis  or  Chicago  expert  in  regard  to  Illinois  coal,  as  it  is  for  us 
Western  men  to  ask  the  Philadelphia  or  New  York  expert  when 
we  are  called  upon  to  make  guarantees  on  anthracite  coal.  I 
believe  it  is  a  fortunate  thing  for  engineers  that  this  is  so.  These 
differences,  which  must  be  studied  with  patience  arid  under  a 
great  variety  of  conditions,  enable  each  engineer  to  grow  up  with 
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his  own  conntry,  and  go  to  preyent  a  sort  of  Standard  Oil  mon- 
opoly in  expert  work. 

I  heartily  agree  with  Mr.  Kent  that  when  an  engineer  makes 
efficiency  the  standard  for  bidders  he  should  state  distinctly  what 
kind  of  coal  will  be  used  in  the  test.  For  the  possible  maximum 
efficiency  varies  greatly  in  coals  from  the  same  districts  having 
similar  calorific  value.  He  should  also  state  by  what  calorimeter 
the  heat  value  is  to  be  determined,  and  expert  engineers  TviU  as 
readily  use  a  coal  calorimeter  as  they  now  do  the  steam  calori- 
meter. The  percentage  of  efficiency  then  becomes  the  equivalent 
of  the  '*  time-honored  evaporation  per  pound  of  coal."  But 
neither  time  nor  anything  else  can  put  any  honor  into  that  hoary 
myth  "  the  pound  combustible." 

If  the  evaporation  per  pound  of  combustible  is  to  be  honestly 
and  accurately  given,  why  not  give  the  pound  of  combustible 
actually  doing  evaporative  work  in  the  boiler  its  honest  due? 
Why  saddle  it  with  the  work  of  heating  up  noucombustible  ash 
and  clinkers  to  furnace  temperature,  or  of  heating  up  the  noncom- 
bustible  volatile  matter  to  stack  temperature  ?  Why  ignore  the 
fact  that  the  reduction  of  the  initial  furnace  temperature  due  to 
the  presence  of  inert  nitrogen,  water  vapor,  etc.,  reduces  the  dif- 
ference in  degrees  of  heat  between  the  gases  of  the  furnace  and 
the  water  in  the  boiler  on  which  the  activity  of  the  transfer  de- 
pends? If  the  pound  combustible  is  worth  any  paternal  love,  it 
is  worth  more  than  it  gets  from  its  progenitors. 

The  example  given  by  Mr.  Kent  of  coals  (C  and  D)  illustrates 
the  point  exactly :  That  Jackson  Co.  coal  has  no  doubt  a  great 
deal  of  noucombustible  volatile  matter  which  had  to  be  heated 
by  the  actual  combustible,  so  that  this  poor  time-honored  misno- 
mer was  robbed  on  both  sides.  First  by  the  thief  apprppriating 
a  quantity  of  heat,  and  then  passing  himself  off  as  a  part  and 
parcel  of  his  victim. 

In  this  case  Mr.  Kent  himself  made  both  tests,  and  it  was  the 
same  boiler  and  same  setting.  Suppose  they  had  been  two  dif- 
ferent boilers,  one  in  Ohio  and  one  in  New  York,  would  Mr.  Kent 
undertake  the  task  of  satisfying  the  average  manufacturer  or 
steam  user  that  the  one  boiler  was  as  good  as  the  other? 

In  conclusion  I  would  remind  Mr.  Kent  that  if  he  apj^lies  the 

deduction  made  from  the  difference  in  the  results  of  the  Carpenter 

and  the  Thompson  calorimeter,  to  the  forfeiture  made  in   the 

boiler  test  at  St.  Louis  to  which  he  refers,  the  forfeiture  would  be 

48 


Digitized  by 


Google 


660        THE   EFFICIBNCY   OF  A  STEAM   BOILER — WHAT  IS  IT? 

very  maoh  increased,  for  this  forfeiture  is  based  on  a  Thompson 
calorimeter,  and  the  Carpenter  calorimeter  seems  to  give  much 
higher  results. 

Mr.  WiUiam  ff.  Bryan, — The  contention  t)f  those  engineers 
who  haTe  faith  in  the  determination  of  steam-boiler  efficiency  is 
not  necessarily  that  the  '^  ]>ound  combustible  *'  be  discarded  al- 
together, but  that  results  so  stated  be  given  less  weight  among 
engineers  than  heretofore.  The  objections  to  the  use  of  tiie 
"  pound  combustible  '*  have  been  stated  frequently,  and  are  well 
known.  We  may,  however,  continue  the  use  of  the  term  in  our 
reports,  until  the  steam-using  public  has  been  educated  up  to 
appreciate  a  better  form  of  expression.  In  my  reports  I  give 
both  the  "  efficiency  "  and  the  evaporation  per  "  poimd  combusti- 
ble," and  you  can  take  your  choice.  The  owner  of  the  boiler  not 
only  wants  to  know  how  many  pounds  of  water  it  will  evaporate 
per  pound  of  coal,  but  also  what  percentage  of  the  heat  existing 
in  the  coal  he  gets  out  of  it  in  useful  work.  The  engineer,  fur- 
thermore, wants  all  tests  reduced  to  a  common  basis  for  purposes 
of  comparison. 

I  do  not  believe  in  drying  100  pounds  of  fuel  at  the  time  of  the 
test  for  the  purpose  of  correction.  The  entire  amount  of  fuel  to 
be  used  should,  if  possible,  be  air-dried  for  at  least  twenty-four 
hours,  in  thin  layers. 

As  to  sampling  the  coal :  My  own  practice  is  to  have  the  fire- 
man take  a  shovelful  out  of  every  600-pound  lot,  and  instead  of 
throwing  it  into  the  furnace,  dump  it  into  the  sample  barrel.  The 
whole  sample  is  carefully  preserved  and  sent  to  the  chemist  entire. 
I  believe  this  method  insures  a  very  accurate  sample  of  the  coal. 

My  definition  of  the  term  *'  efficiency  *'  is  as  stated  in  (a)  of  Mr. 
Kent's  paper,  using  the  pound  of  coal  and  not  the  "pound  com- 
bustible." I  believe  that  equation  10,  page  649,  of  Mr.  Kent's 
paper  is  a  fairly  correct  definition  of  the  efficiency  under  the  con- 
ditions named. 

The  expense  of  a  calorific  determination  is  small,  and  cuts  but 
little  figure  in  the  total  expense  of  a  boiler  investigation.  Most 
of  the  calorific  determinations  used  by  engineers  in  this  part  of 
the  country  have  been  made  by  the  St.  Louis  Sampling  and 
Testing  Works,  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  W.  B.  Potter, 
manager.  The  Thompson  calorimeter  is  used,  and  the  chemists 
in  charge  have  attained  great  skill  in  the  use  of  the  instrument, 
under  the  immediate  personal  direction  of  Prof.  Potter.     They 
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have  made  many  hundreds  of  such  determinations,  both  from  the 
same  and  from  different  mines,  and  they  have  shown  a  degree  of 
consistency  which  is  ample  to  inspire  confidence  in  the  methods. 
The  question  is  lai^ely  one  of  chemistry.  It  would  appear  reason- 
able to  expect  here  the  same  careful  results  which  we  secure  from 
trained  observers  with  good  apparatus  in  any  field  of  engineering 
observation.  I  have  frequently  known  samples  of  the  same  coal 
to  be  checked  by  different  observers  and  to  agree  within  reason- 
able limits  of  personal  error. 

Mr.  Kent  speaks  of  a  recent  boiler  test  in  St.  Louis  where 
there  was  a  forfeiture  of  several  thousand  doUara  He  thinks 
that  if  a  different  chemist  or  calorimeter  had  made  the  determina- 
tion, the  forfeiture  would  have  been  greatly  diminished.  I  believe 
that,  on  the  contrary,  it  would  have  been  increased,  as  the  effi- 
ciency then  secured  has  never  been  reached  since,  although  re- 
peated trials  have  been  made.  The  case  refen*ed  to  has  been 
discussed  so  generally,  and  the  results  have  reached  so  wide  a 
circulation,  that  there  is  little  probability  of  boiler  builders  again 
making  mistakes  with  Western  fuels. 

Answering  Mr.  Kent's  request  for  an  opinion  as  to  the  guar- 
antee which  might  safely  be  given  with  Western  coals  such  as 
are  common  in  this  vicinity,  on  both  horizontal  tubular  or  Heine 
water-tube  boilers,  set  with  ordinary  grate  for  hand  firing,  prop- 
erly designed,  I  will  say  that  an  efficiency  of  60  should  be  se- 
cured with  the  tubular  and  70  with  the  water  tube,  perhaps 
slightly  more. 

I  cannot  agree  with  Mr.  Kent  in  his  conclusions,  believing,  as  I 
do,  that — even  admitting,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  some  possible 
uncertainty  as  to  the  exact  accuracy  of  the  results  of  calorimeter 
determinations — the  efficiency  computed  from  the  coal  by  calori- 
meter determination  is  a  better  measure  of  a  boiler  s  merit  to-day, 
than  the  equivalent  evaporation  "  per  pound  combustible." 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  efficiency  of  any  given  boiler 
is  not  constant.^  It  varies  in  the  same  boiler  with  the  kind  of 
coal,  the  rate  of  firing,  and  the  skill  of  manipulation.  The  best 
boiler  and  furnace  is  certainly  that  one  which  realizes,  in  useful 
work,  the  greatest  percentage  of  the  heat  which  exists  in  the  fuel. 
There  can  be  no  argument  on  this  point,  and  that  is  why  we  want 
to  measure  a  boiler's  merit  in  efiiciency  and  devote  our  attention 
to  perfecting  the  means  of  getting  at  this  result  with  accuracy. 

I  do  not  agree  with  Mr.  Kent  that  it  is  only  necessury  to  use 
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the  Thompson  calorimeter  to  get  a  high  efficiency.  The  low  re- 
sults secured  on  the  St.  Louis  boiler  trial  to  which  he  refers^  were 
given  by  an  instrument  of  this  character,  and  I  have  every  con- 
fidence in  the  accuracy  of  such  determinations,  within  reasonable 
limits  of  personal  error 

Mr,  George  L  Rockwood, — The  agitation  of  this  question  regard- 
ing the  wisdom  of  changing  the  rules  of  the  Society  for  conduct- 
ing tests  of  boilers  has  been  productive  of  much  good,  although 
thus  far  it  appears  to  me  that  the  good  has  been  of  a  negative 
sort.  On  the  one  hand,  Mr.  Kent's  arguments  against  the  pro- 
priety of  using  '*  efficiency  "  as  a  standard  in  commercial  boiler 
tests,  as  recommended  by  Mr.  Dean  and  by  many  Western  engi- 
neers, are  unanswerable,  and  should  serve,  for  the  present  at  least, 
as  a  check  upon  the  proposition  to  establish  the  custom  by  giving 
it  the  virtued  sanction  of  the  Society  ;  on  the  other  band,  the  dis- 
cussion has  brought  out  into  the  open  light  the  fact  that  the  rela- 
tive economies  of  boilers  cannot  be  known  with  scientific  accuracy 
if  simple  reliance  is  placed  on  the  figures  giving  the  evaporation 
per  pound  of  combustible. 

Mr.  Kent  is  of  the  opinion  that  *'  not  enough  is  yet  known  con- 
cenuDg  the  calorific  power  of  Western  coals,  concerning  the  method 
of  determining  their  calorific  power,  nor  concerning  the  'effi- 
ciency '  of  boilers,  to  warrant  efficiency  being  considered  as  an 
accurate  standard  of  comparison,  nor  of  its  being  specified  in 
guarantees.**  My  own  belief  is  that  in  all  commercial  or  competi- 
tive trials,  guarantees  should  be  based  on  ^*  the  evaporative  effect 
of  a  pound  of  that  particular  kind  of  fuel  which  the  purchaser  has 
got  to  use,  for  the  use  of  which  the  furnace  is  designed,  and 
which  the  seller  has  the  right  and  the  duty  to  examine  before  a 
contract  is  drawn." 

Mr.  Albert  A.  Cary. — Mr.  Kent  certainly  could  not  have  pre- 
sented any  paper  to  this  Society  which  would  be  of  greater 
moment  to  those  interested  in  steam-boiler  work  than  the  one 
which  he  has  just  read,  and  I  hope  that  it  will  receive  the  proper 
amount  of  appreciation  and  the  consideration  which  it  deserves. 

My  business  places  me  in  constant  contact  witli  steam  users, 
and  scarcely  a  day  passes  without  bringing  to  me  one  or  more 
specifications  in  which  I  find  guarantee  clauses. 

Those  clauses  relating  to  the  evaporation  of  the  boiler  vary 
considerably  in  their  method  of  expression,  and  probably  nothing 
has  ever  been  introduced  into  these  expressions  which  serves  to 
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xnaka  them  more  meaniogless  than  that  calling  for  a  guarantee  of 
efficiency  of  the  boiler. 

At  one  time  I  was  quite  pleased  with  this  method  of  summing 
up  a  boiler  test,  and  to-day  I  would  be  quite  as  enthusiastic  over 
the  expression  of  a  boiler's  efficiency  if  my  faith  in  the  ability  of 
those  handling  coal  calorimeters  as  well  as  in  the  chemists  mak* 
ing  coal  analyses  had  not  been  shaken  severely,  and  I  would  add 
that  this  experience  has  forced  me  to  endorse  all  that  Mr.  Kent 
has  said. 

Two  years  ago,  at  the  Montreal  meeting  of  this  Society,  I 
stated,  in  a  discussion,  that  engineers  drawing  boiler  specifica- 
tions were  beginning  to  call  for  guarantees  of  the  efficiency  of 
boilers  from  those  bidding  on  their  work. 

This  call  for  efficiency  guarantees  was  comparatively  limited 
then,  but  since  the  Detroit  meeting  of  this  Society,  last  year, 
when  Mr.  Dean  presented  the  paper  which  Mr.  Kent  had  men- 
tioned, calls  for  efficiency  guarantees  in  boiler  specifications  have 
been  very  frequent,  and  nowhere  has  this  form  of  guarantee  been 
demanded  so  frequently  as  in  Chicago,  Detroit,  Milwaukee,  and 
other  places  in  that  neighborhood. 

The  increasing  demand  for  this  form  of  guarantee  finally  led 
me  to  look  into  the  matter  more  carefully  and  systematically  to 
find  the  true  calorific  value  of  the  different  coals,  and  then  the 
trouble  began. 

I  found  that  the  different  published  results  of  the  calorific 
value  of  the  same  coal  varied  considerably  when  it  was  tested  by 
different  people,  and  also,  in  many  cases,  when  the  same  coal  was 
tested  by  one  man  at  different  times.  So  much  did  these  results 
vary  that  I  was  tempted  to  send  a  sample  of  the  same  coal  to 
different  coal  calorimeter  men,  and  that  proved  to  me  so  con- 
clusively that  the  results  obtainable  were  so  unreliable  that  I 
finally  decided  to  refuse  to  make  any  further  boiler  efficiency 
guarantees 

My  experience  has  taught  me  where  I  could  send  samples  of 
coal  and  obtain,  over  a  good  signature,  a  low  calorific  value  for 
any  coal ;  and  further,  I  learned  just  who  should  be  avoided,  if  I 
wished  to  make  my  boiler  show  a  very  high  efficiency. 

These  facts  show  plainly  how  unscrupulous  people  could  easily 
deceive  the  purchaser  of  their  boiler,  and  with  such  a  chance 
for  fraud,  should  we  not  denounce  this  steam-boiler  efficiency 
guaranteeing,  at  least  until  the  (coal)  doctors  cease  to  disagree? 
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Id  looking  over  some  recent  specifications  containiug  this  effi- 
ciency clause,  T  find  the  two  following  requirements,  which  are 
good  examples  of  the  boiler  efficiency  guarantees  required : 

The  first  makes  no  mention  of  the  coal  to  be  used,  and  reads 
as  follows : 

*'  Guarantees  : 

"  The  contractors  are  to  state  the  efficiency  they  will  goarantee  from  coal  hav- 
ing a  calorific  value  of  12,000  B.T.U.;  if  fuel  with  different  calorific  value  is  ased 
in  making  the  test  correction  will  be  made. 

*'  The  coDtractors  further  guarantee  that  when  working  under  the  conditions 
under  which  this  efficiency  is  obtained  the  moisture  in  the  steam  shall  not  exceed 
1,6 p&r  cent.  ;  that  tliese  boilers  will  work  satisfactorily  and  without  injury,  and 
without  materially  impairing  the  economy,  at  25  per  cent,  abo^e  rating  for  an 
indefinite  period,  and  with  an  entrainment  not  to  exceed  1.75  per  cent,  of  moist- 
ure ;  an  average  sample  of  steam  lo  be  obtained  in  all  calorimeter  tests. 

"  Also,  that  these  boilers  can  be  forced  to  50  per  cent,  above  rating  without 
injury  to  any  of  the  partH." 

The  second  gaarantee  demanded  is  certainly  quite  extended, 
reading  as  follows  : 

'*  Required  : 

"  Per  cent,  of  the  theoretical  calorific  value  of  various  nut  coals  as  found  in 
Chicago  market,  that  will  be  practically  obtained  ? Per  cent,  of  each?  " 

Big  Muddy,  Jackson  County  ? 

Bureau  County  ? 

Coldchester  slack  ? 

Duquoin  Jupiter  ? 

Grape  Creek  ? 

Streator  ? 

Vulcan  nut  ? 

Indiana  block? 

Hocking  Valley  ? 

Begarding  the  use  of  "  evaporation  per  pound  of  combustible/* 
I  am  afraid  that  I  cannot  make  up  my  mind  to  eliminate  it  from 
my  reports  of  boiler  tests,  notwithstanding  that  it  is  called  "  an 
ancient  fraud." 

At  one  time  I  ran  a  series  of  boiler  tests  in  West  Virginia, 
using  coal  from  one  mine  in  the  neighborhood. 

All  ash  drawn  from  the  pit  was  carefully  inspected,  and  any 
good  coal  which  had  fallen  through  the  grates  was  picked  out  and 
returned  to  the  furnace. 

One  day  I  had  14  per  cent,  ash,  while  another  day  I  had  bat  8 
per  cent,  ash  from  a  new  lot  of  coal,  which  I  know  positively  came 
from  tlie  same  shaft. 

The  results  of  tliese  two  tests  per  pound  of  qombustible  agreed 
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very  closely,  whereas  the  results  per  pound  of  coal  varied  consid- 
erably, as  can  readily  be  understood. 

At  another  time  I  was  running  a  test  where  a  new  cargo  of 
anthracite  coal  had  just  been  received.  A  little  while  later  I  had 
occasion  to  repeat  this  test,  and  in  the  meantime  the  greater 
part  of  this  cargo  of  coal  had  been  used.  Of  course  the  dirt,  etc., 
had  fallen  to  the  bottom  of  the  pile,  and  in  consequence  I  had 
more  ash  and  clinker. 

My  results  in  these  two  cases  compared  very  closely  per 
pound  of  combustible,  but  they  difiEered  materially  per  pound  of 
coal 

Furthermore,  Col.  Meier  has  suggested  that  we  select  some  par* 
ticular  type  of  calorimeter.  I  do  not  know  what  one  he  would 
select,  nor  that  all  would  agree  upon  such  selection.  There  are  a 
good  many  instruments  in  the  market,  and  more  than  one  may 
be  right.  I  would  only  ask  if  there  is  one  which  is  right,  and  if 
everyone  could  agree  to  specify  its  use  to  determine  the  calorific 
value  of  a  fueL  Until  such  an  agreement  is  reached  I  do  not 
see  how  we  can  make  progress  as  to  guarantees  of  boiler 
efficiency. 

Further,  in  his  remarks  Col.  Meier  speaks  of  getting  the  opinion 
of  experts  in  different  parts  of  the  country  where  the  fuel  differs 
from  that  of  your  own  neighborhood.  I  have  done  this,  and 
shall  continue  to  do  it,  and  have  been  finding  out  how  much  there 
is  to  know.  In  some  places  nothing  is  so  important  as  a  good 
fireman.  He  is  very  essential  for  anything  like  a  fair  test  for  the 
fuel  in  question,  as  he  will  get  more  out  of  it  than  any  stranger. 
While,  of  course,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  jockeying  and  chicanery 
possible  in  boiler  work,  I  do  not  think  that  the  burning  of  fuel  in 
a  way  which  skill  and  experience  shows  to  be  proper  is  to  be 
classed  under  that  head.  I  think  also  many  thinkers  have  too 
confused  an  idea  of  the  relation  between  the  boiler  and  the  fur- 
nace. They  take  them  together  as  a  whole,  and  get  results  which 
are  confusing  and  wrong.  I  believe  there  is  a  furnace  eflSciency 
which  should  be  considered  by  itself,  and  the  boiler  efl&ciency  is 
to  be  considered  after  the  heat  is  delivered  from  the  furnace  to 
the  boiler.  The  furnace  should  be  adapted  to  the  coal,  even  if  it 
should  run  itself  into  a  gas  producer.  Some  of  these  Western 
coals  can  only  be  properly  burned  in  an  enclosed  brick  chamber. 
By  trying  to  burn  all  kinds  of  coal  in  one  kind  of  furnace  the 
results  can  never  be  very  good  for  comparison. 
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Mr.  Bryan  said  that  in  drying  coal  he  would  have  it  air-dried 
for  twenty-four  hours.  I  have  found  a  good  deal  of  moisture  in 
ooal  dried  much  longer  than  that.  I  do  not  think  that  plan  will 
remove  the  moisture  sufficiently  to  determine  the  real  weight  of 
good  fuel  and  of  water. 

Prof,  J,  H.  Kinealy, — It  seems  to  me  that  we  ought  to  state  the 
efficiency  not  only  per  pound  of  coal  but  also  per  pound  of  com- 
bustible. I  do  not  think  that  we  are  yet  in  such  a  position  that 
we  can  drop  the  efficiency  per  pound  of  combustible.  The  trouble 
however  in  determining  the  efficiency  is  to  determine  the  actual 
heating  power  of  the  coal.  If  it  is  determined  by  one  calorimeter 
we  get  one  result ;  if  it  is  determined  by  another,  we  get  a  very 
different  result.  Those  results  may  check  or  they  may  not  check, 
depending  entirely  upon  the  circumstances  under  which  the  calori- 
meters are  used.  There  are  two  calorimeters  mentioned  in  this 
paper ;  one  is  the  Carpenter  calorimeter  and  the  other  is  the 
Thompson.  The  Carpenter  calorimeter  is  an  oxygen-flow  calori- 
meter.  If  the  oxygen  in  that  cedorimeter  flows  too  fast  we  get  one 
result ;  if  it  flows  too  slow  we  get  an  entirely  different  result.  The 
Thompson  calorimeter  I  have  used.  In  the  Thompson  calori- 
meter we  get  our  oxygen  from  a  mixture  of  chlorate  and  nitrate. 
If  we  have  too  much  chlorate,  we  have  one  result ;  if  we  have  too 
much  nitrate  we  get  a  very  different  result  from  the  same  coal. 
An  anthracite  coal  or  a  coke — any  coal  that  is  very  high  in  carbon 
or  very  low  in  combustible  gases — will  need  a  lai^e  proportion  of 
chlorate  and  a  small  proportion  of  nitrate.  Put,  however,  that 
same  mixture  of  nitrate  and  chlorate  in  a  fast-burning  coal  and 
we  blow  a  part  of  the  charge  out  of  the  furnaca  I  have  made 
these  experiments  in  the  open  air  and  have  made  them  under 
water  and  have  there  found  the  particles  of  coal  floating  on  the 
water.  It  is  probable  that  the  reason  the  two  Thompson  calori- 
meters gave  about  the  same  results  with  one  of  the  coals,  as  shown 
in  column  1  on  the  blackboard,^  is  that  the  calorimeters  had  prob- 
ably been  used  for  eleven  or  twelve  thousand  heat  unit  coals  right 
along,  and  the  proportions  of  chlorate  and  nitrate  were  about 

*  The  figures  referred  to  as  being  placed  on  the  blackboard  were  as  follows: 

Jackaon,  Cm    New  River,  W.  Va., 
Coal.  Coal. 

1  2 

Carpenter  calorimeter 18,170  15,200 

Thompson  calorimeter,  Boston  chemist 11,918  18.066 

Professor  Potter. . .  11,894  18,527 
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right  for  that  coal ;  and  the  results  given  for  the  second  coal,  as 
shown  in  column  2  on  the  blackboard,  differ  because  it  is  probable 
that  the  proportions  of  chlorate  and  nitrate  were  not  right  for  that 
coal.  The  results  for  the  second  coal  differ  by  about  four  per 
cent  If  we  are  letting  a  contract  and  expect  to  enforce  a  forfeit 
or  give  a  bonus  there  ought  always  to  be  some  space  that  should 
be  called  *'  no  man's  land.*'  If  the  probable  error  of  the  calori- 
meter is,  say,  two  per  cent.,  in  an  average  of,  say,  five  or  six  experi- 
ments, then  if  the  error  is  two  per  cent,  too  large,  the  efficiency 
will  be  about  two  per  cent,  too  small.  If  the  error  of  the  calori- 
meter is  two  per  cent,  too  small,  then  the  efficiency  will  be  about 
two  per  cent,  too  large.  So  that  we  ought  not  to  begin  to  enforce 
the  forfeiture  unless  the  efficiency  goes  two  per  cent  below  the 
guarantee ;  and  we  ought  not  give  a  bonus  unless  it  goes  about 
two  per  cent  above,  depending  entirely  on  the  probable  error  of 
the  calorimeter.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  ought  to  use  either  the 
closed  oxygen  calorimeter  of  Berthelot  or  Mahler  or  Ilempel — 
either  one — or  we  ought  to  use  the  analysis  in  determining  the 
heat  of  combustion  of  a  coal.  The  chemists  check  better  than  the 
various  calorimeters.  Chemists  can  check.  The  objection,  of 
course,  is  that  they  use  a  very  small  sample  of  coal.  Well,  the 
Thompson  calorimeter,  which  I  believe  uses  a  larger  sample  than 
any  of  the  others,  uses  only  30  grains.  Now,  30  grains — 7,000 
grains  to  the  pound — and  we  will  burn  three  or  four  or  five  or  six 
or  eight  tons  a  day,  and  the  base  from  which  we  make  all  our 
measurements  is  30  grains  I  We  have  got  to  sample  the  entire 
pile  of  coal  down  to  that  amount,  and  there  will  be  a  great  differ- 
ence in  our  sampling.  If  we  take  lumps,  we  will  get  one  thing ; 
if  we  take  the  fine  coal  we  will  get  something  different.  If  the 
coal  is  a  clean  coal  without  any  dirt  and  we  are  taking  the  fine 
particles  we  will  get  the  richest  kind  of  a  coal  and  we  will  get  the 
highest  result  from  the  calorimeter-  I  think  we  ought  to  adopt  a 
bomb  calorimeter,  a  calorimeter  that  is  completely  sealed,  and 
pure  oxygen  put  into  that  calorimeter  and  the  coal  burned  in  the 
presence  of  pure  oxygen.  The  instrument,  however,  is  a  very  ex- 
pensive one.  The  Berthelot  is  very  costly,  as  it  is  lined  with  gold 
or  platinum.  The  Mahler  instrument  is  somewhat  more  reason- 
able, as  it  has  an  enamel  lining.  Professor  Hempel,  of  Germany, 
however,  has  got  very  good  results  with  an  unlined  calorimeter. 
He  heats  the  steel  bomb  to  a  very  high  temperature  and  then 
exposes  it  to  steam  and  oxygen  and  oxidizes  the  inside  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


668       THE   EPFICIENOY   OP  A   STEAM   BOILER — WHAT  IS  IT  ? 

calorimeter.  A  friend  of  mine  who  is  a  personal  friend  of  Profes- 
sor Hempel  wrote  to  him  last  year  to  ask  him  how  the  calorimeter 
that  he  used  was  doing — what  sort  of  result  it  was  giving,  and  he 
said  that  he  had  used  it  on  quite  a  large  number  of  tests,  I  think 
about  2O0,  and  there  was  no  effect  of  oxidation  on  the  inside  of 
the  calorimeter.  Even  with  the  bomb  calorimeter  you  must 
make  corrections  for  nitric  acid  if  you  want  absolutely  correct 
results.  Now  I  object  very  much  to  results  being  stated  as  they 
are  stated  on  that  board — 11,913.  No  one  knows  anything  about 
the  figure  9  much  less  the  1  and  the  3.  The  result  is  not  correct 
within  one  per  cent.,  and  therefore  only  three  significant  figures 
ought  to  be  given. 

Mr.  e/.  W,  Blood. — ^Mr.  Kent's  argument  seems  to  be  that 
evidence  shows  the  calorimeters  are  not  correct  within  themselves, 
and  he  therefore  does  not  wish  to  change  the  standard  to  some- 
thing which  he  knows  is  not  accurate.  Now  it  seems  to  me  it 
lies  with  the  people  who  are  backing  up  the  calorimeter  guarantee 
to  say  that  a  calorimeter  experiment  can  be  depended  on  within  a 
certain  amount,  and  again  to  show  that  the  test  specimens  taken 
throughout  a  test  do  not  vary  within  wide  limits.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  a  problem  to  be  taken  up  by  the  Committee  on  Boilers 
to  show  how  much  calorimeters  can  be  depended  upon,  and  what 
variation  may  be  expected  in  the  same  calorimeter  on  distinct 
tests.  I  have  had  guarantees  of  a  similar  nature  to  make,  and  we 
have  had  to  come  down  to  the  more  practical  points  until  the 
scientific  points  are  more  definitely  stated.  But  in  this  work  it 
seems  that  there  are  two  sides;  that  is  to  say,  now  we  have  some- 
thing definite  in  a  commercial  way,  and  we  are  asked  to  change 
from  that  guarantee  to  a  scientific  one  of  which  we  do  not  know 
the  definiteness.  It  seems  the  problem  is  to  find  out  how  much 
variation  can  be  expected  in  calorimeters.  Of  course,  the 
efficiency — and  that  is  what  the  engineers  are  interested  in,  the 
real  measure  of  a  boiler — is  to  be  determined  by  an  analysis  of 
the  coal,  and  that  gives  the  measure  of  the  ability  and  design  of 
diflferent  boilers.  But  from  actual  work  and  from  actual  evidence 
which  we  have  now,  it  seems  that  the  best  guarantee  is  the  most 
definite  guarantee  on  practical  work ;  that  is  to  say,  a  boiler- 
maker  must  guarantee  under  certain  conditions  to  give  certain 
results,  and  those  conditions  are  actual  conditions ;  that  is  to  say, 
I  would  recommend  guaranteeing  that  with  a  certain  grade  of 
coal  we  get  a  certain  output.     This  is  the  figure  the  purchaser 
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wants.  He  wants  to  take  that  guarantee  of  the  boilermaker  and 
put  the  price  on  his  coal,  and  see  which  kind  of  coal  will  be  best 
for  him.  I  think  that  is  the  case  now,  and  it  is  to  be  demonstrated 
how  accurately  the  new  guarantee  can  be  handled. 

C6L  Meier, — Mr.  Gary  instances  that  remarkable  case  in  Chi- 
cago where  boilermakers  were  expected  to  guarantee  on  every 
coal  which  came  into  the  Chicago  market.  It  was  just  that  which 
we  want  to  ayoid  by  establishing  standard  coals  for  each  great 
coal  district.  When  that  is  once  done,  then  you  avoid  all  that 
difficulty. 

Now  in  regard  to  the  choice  of  a  calorimeter,  it  is  just  as  easy 
-to  choose  beforehand  the  calorimeter  which  is  to  be  used,  and  if 
you  wished  to  refer  it  to  a  chemist  as  an  umpire,  the  chemist 
and  the  calorimeter  can  be  agreed  on  in  advance,  as  well  as 
the  coal. 

The  remark  made  by  the  gentleman  now  just  reminded  me  that 
several  times  during  the  discussion  gentlemen  have  referred  to 
making  guarantees  under  actual  conditions  I  do  not  believe  they 
mean  what  that  implies;  because  when  a  boiler  is  sold — con- 
tracted for — we  do  not  know  what  the  actual  conditions  of  test 
are  going  to  be,  and  it  would  be  perfectly  absui'd  to  ask  for  a 
guarantee  under  actual  conditions  when  we  do  not  know  whether 
we  are  going  to  get  the  feed  water  at  80  degrees  or  200. 

Mr,  Wm.  Kent* — Mr.  Barrus  thinks  it  is  inadvisable  to  have  any 
discussion  on  this  subject  pending  the  deliberations  of  the  Boiler 
Test  Committee.  I  do  not  think  you  agree  with  him ;  I  think  most 
of  you  have  enjoyed  this  discussion.  In  Detroit  last  year  one  side 
of  this  discussion  was  presented.  That  side  of  the  discussion  was 
continued  by  the  revised  notes  of  the  members  who  took  part  in 
it,  and  in  the  Transactions  to-day  appears  a  long  catalogue  of 
opinions  on  that  one  side,  with  none  that  I  know  of  against  it 
The  discussion  has  been  continued  in  the  technical  press,  and  I . 
believe  Mr.  Barrus  himself  has  taken  part  in  that  discussion. 
One  of  the  writers  on  the  subject  in  the  Engineering  Record — I 
may  mention  his  name,  Mr.  Bryan,  who  is  here  present — said 
in  his  article  in  that  paper  that  the  opinion  in  Detroit  ap- 
peared to  be  unanimous  in  favor  of  this  efficiency  standard, 
and  brought  that  out  as  a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  the 
efficiency  standard.  I  thought  then  that  it  was  high  time  that  it 
should  appear  that  I,  at  least,  was  not  one  of  the  unanimous  mem- 

*  Author's  closure,  under  the  Rules. 
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bers.  Therefore  I  wrote  this  paper,  and  I  did  not  mean  any 
disrespect  to  my  colleagues  on  the  Boiler  Test  Committee.  I 
think  we  should  all  contribute  all  the  li^t  that  we  can  to 
the  subject.  Mr.  Meier,  in  opening  the  discussion,  says 
that  I  object  to  the  comparison  of  the  performance  of  different 
boilers  in  terms  of  efficiency.  I  made  no  such  objection,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  on  page  653  of  my  paper  I  say :  "  I  have  no 
objection  whatever  to  the  use  of  the  term  *  efficiency '  in  reports 
of  boiler  tests  whenever  the  heatiug  value  of  the  coal  can  be 
determined,  whether  by  analysis  or  by  calorimeter."  His  state- 
ment to  the  effect  that  the  experience  of  the  members  of  the 
former  Boiler  Test  Committee  was  limited  practically  to  anthra- 
cite and  Cumberland  (semi-bitumiuous)  coals  should  also  not  be 
allowed  to  go  unanswered.  I  served  on  that  committee  in  1884, 
and  previous  to  that  time  I  had  considerable  experience  with 
coals  mined  west  of  the  Alleghauy  Mountains,  some  of  which 
experience  is  related  in  my  paper  on  "The  Heating  Value  of 
Bituminous  Coals,"  read  at  the  Cleveland  meeting  in  1888. 
{Transactions,  vol.  iv.,  p.  249.) 

Mr.  Meier  quotes  Mr.  McMynn  as  saying  that  calculating  the 
efficiency  from  the  evaporation  per  pound  of  combustible  puts  a 
premium  on  dropping  good  coal  or  half-bumed  fuel  through  the 
grates,  "  for  of  course  the  greater  amount  of  ash  the  higher  the 
evaporation  per  pound  of  combustible."  The  fact  is  that  the 
premium  is  apt  to  work  the  other  way  in  the  coals  mined  west  of 
Pittsburg,  in  which  coals  the  volatile  matter  is,  pound  for  pound, 
a  less  valuable  fuel  than  the  carbon.  In  such  coals,  if  unbumed 
carbon  is  allowed  to  fall  through  the  grates,  the  evaporation  per 
pound  of  combustible  as  well  as  per  pound  of  coal  will  be  less 
than  if  all  the  carbon  is  burned.  Mr.  McMynn's  statement, 
quoted  above,  that  '^  the  greater  the  amount  of  ash  the  higher  the 
» evaporation  per  pound  of  combustible  "  is,  of  course,  true  if  we 
are  comparing  two  tests  in  which  the  evaporation  per  pound  of 
coal  is  the  same  ;  but  it  is  not  true  if  we  are  comparing  two  tests 
of  the  same  boiler  with  the  same  coal,  in  one  of  which  tests  more 
half-bumed  coal  is  allowed  to  fall  through  the  grates  than  in  the 
other,  provided  the  coal  is  one  in  which  the  volatile  matter,  pound 
for  pound,  is  less  valuable  than  the  carbon. 

Mr.  Meier  states  that  in  deducting  the  moisture  obtained  by 
drying  a  large  sample  over  the  boiler  flue  there  is  a  chance  for  a 
large  error,  because  much  of  the  volatile  matter  leaves  the  com- 
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bination  at  a  low  temperature  if  long  enough  exposed.  I  have  as 
little  confidence  as  Mr.  Meier  in  this  method  of  determining 
moisture,  but  for  a  different  reason.  I  have  never  found  any  loss 
in  volatile  matter  in  coal  even  after  heatiug  for  several  hours  to 
from  220  degrees  to  over  300  degrees  Fahr.;  but,  on  the  contraiy, 
have  found  an  increase  in  weight  after  such  heating.  My  objec- 
tion to  the  method  is  the  difficulty  of  getting  the  coal  thoroughly 
dry  by  this  method,  especially  in  the  case  of  Western  coals.  I 
mentioned  this  method  in  my  paper  because  it  is  the  one  ordinarily 
used,  not  because  I  believe  it  to  be  the  best  one.  What  the  best 
one  is  will  probably  be  determined  before  long,  as  the  result  of 
investigations  suggested  by  the  paper  of  Mr.  Hale,  read  at  this 
meeting. 

Col.  Meier  answers  my  question  as  to  the  kind  of  guarantee 
that  an  Eastern  boilermaker  should  give  on  a  Western  contract 
He  says  that  the  proper  thing  for  the  Eastern  boilermaker  to  do 
was  to  call  in  a  Western  expert  to  tell  him  what  kind  of  a  guar- 
antee to  give.  The  boilermaker  I  referred  to  did  that  very  thing. 
He  called  in  a  Western  expert.  The  Western  expert  presented  a 
very  admirable  report  of  what  results  could  be  got  from  that  kind 
of  coal.  The  question  was  then  raised:  "What  duty  shall  I 
guarantee?  Shall  I  guarantee  eight  pounds  with  this  particular 
kind  of  coal  ?  That  is,  shall  I  guess  I  am  going  to  reach  eight 
pounds,  or  shall  I  go  a  little  higher  ?  "  I  answered :  **  If  you  go 
higher  than  eight  pounds  you  may  just  possibly  reach  it,  and  fill 
your  contract  and  be  all  right.  The  margin  is  very  close.  But 
if  you  guarantee  seven  and  three-quarter  pounds  you  may  lose 
the  contract,  for  some  other  maker  will  guess  eight  pounds."  I 
hold  that  if  guarantees  are  to  be  used  at  all,  the  particular  guar- 
antee should  be  stated,  and  the  boilermaker  should  not  be  asked 
to  gucBS  what  another  boilermaker  is  going  to  guarantee.  If  you 
want  70  per  cent,  efficiency,  let  the  engineer  who  draws  the 
specification  state  that  70  per  cent,  will  be  demanded. 

Mr.  Meier  asks  the  question,  in  regard  to  the  two  coals  I  tested 
in  Ohio  under  the  same  boiler :  "  Suppose  they  had  been  two 
different  boilers,  one  in  Ohio  and  the  other  in  New  York,  would 
Mr.  Kent  undertake  the  task  of  satisfying  the  average  manufac- 
turer or  steam  user  that  the  one  boiler  was  as  good  as  the  other  ?  " 
I  answer :  Certainly  not  Two  boilers  cannot  properly  be  com- 
pared when  tested  with  different  coals,  nor  two  coals  when  tested 
under  different  boilers.     But  how  much  better  is  the  comparison 
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on  the  basis  of  *'  efficiency  "  ?  Tiie  efficiency,  based  on  coal,  by 
the  Thompson  calorimeter,  was,  for  the  Jackson  coal,  66.37 ;  for 
the  New  Kiver  coal,  85.83.  If  the  test  had  been  made  on  different 
boilers  no  one  could  say,  with  tmth,  from  these  fignres  that  one 
boiler  was  better  than  the  other. 

My  statement  in  regard  to  the  recent  boiler  test  in  St  Loois, 
that  if  the  heating  value  of  the  coal  had  been  determined  by  a 
different  calorimeter  the  amount  of  the  forfeiture  might  have  been 
diminished,  is  replied  to  by  Mr.  Meier.  He  states  that  the  for- 
feiture would  have  been  increased  if  the  Carpenter  calorimeter  had 
been  used  instead  of  the  Thompson.  I  admit  this,  but  my  state- 
ment is  still  true,  for  if  the  coal  had  been  tested  with  the  Thomp- 
son calorimeter  used  by  the  chemist  in  Boston,  to  whom  I  have 
referred  in  my  paper,  it  is  quite  probable  that  a  lower  heating 
value  would  have  been  obtained,  which  would  have  reduced  the 
forfeiture.  On  page  655  of  my  paper  I  give  the  heat  units  obtained 
from  the  sample  of  New  River  coal  by  the  Boston  chemist  using 
the  Thompson  calorimeter  as  13,066.  A  duplicate  of  this  sample 
was  sent  to  Professor  Potter,  at  St.  Louis,  who  also  uses  the 
Thompson  calorimeter,  and  he  reports  its  heatiug  value  as  13,527, 
a  difference  of  nearly  4  per  cent  So  not  only  is  there  a  difference 
between  the  Carpenter  and  the  Thompson  calorimeter,  but  there 
is  also  a  difference  between  two  Thompson  calorimeters,  one  in 
St.  Louis  and  one  in  Boston. 

Referring  to  Mr.  Bryan's  remarks,  I  am  glad  to  know  that  he 
has  not  yet  discarded  the  ''  pound  of  combustible  "  and  still  in- 
cludes it  in  his  reports.  I  hope  he  will  continue  this  good  prac- 
tice notwithstanding  the  denunciation  of  this  term  by  some  of  his 
St.  Louis  colleagues  as  an  "  ancient  fraud  "  and  a  **  hoary  myth.** 
He  recommends  that,  "  if  possible,"  the  entire  amount  of  fuel 
used  in  a  test  should  be  air-dried  for  at  least  twenty-four  hours. 
He  will  rarely  find  it  possible  to  air-dry  the  coal  in  this  manner, 
and  if  he  made  the  attempt  with  Illinois  coal  he  would  find  that 
it  would  not  become  even  approximately  dry  inside  of  the  lumps 
in  a  week.  I  have  air-dried  a  lump  of  such  coal  for  ten  days, 
weighing  it  every  day,  fouud  it  lost  weight  every  day,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  time  still  contained  a  large  amount  of  moisture  which . 
could  be  driven  off  by  heating  to  212  degrees  Fahr. 

I  regret  that  Mr.  Bryan  still  has  such  unbounded  confidence  in 
the  accuracy  of  the  Thompson  calorimeter.  It  is  quite  possible 
that  the  results  obtained  by  this  Instrument  in  the  hands  of  Pi*o- 
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fessor  Potter  should  be  consistent  with  each  other,  and  yet  the 
instmment  itself  have  a  large  but  approximately  constant  error. 
No  amount  of  skill  in  handling  an  erroneous  instrument  will  make 
its  results  reliable.  In  my  paper  I  have  shown  that  the  test  I 
made  with  New  River  coal  gave  73.82  per  cent,  efficiency  when 
the  coal  was  tested  by  the  Carpenter  calorimeter,  and  86.83  per 
cent,  when  tested  by  the  Thompson  calorimeter  in  Boston.  The 
heating  value  as  obtained  by  Professor  Potter's  Thompson  calori- 
meter makes  the  efficiency  82.95  per  cent.  I  think  the  figure 
73.82  per  cent  is  all  that  can  reasonably  be  expected  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  boiler  test,  which  were  by  no  means  perfect, 
and  I  have  no  confidence  whatever  in  the  figures  82.95  per  cent, 
and  86.83  per  cent. 

I  have  to  thank  Mr.  Gary  and  Professor  Kinealy  for  their  im- 
portant contributions  to  this  discussion.  I  think  they  have  done 
much  to  place  the  subject  of  efficiency  in  its  proper  light. 

Professor  Kinealy  recommends  the  use  of  the  Berthelot,  the 
Mahler,* or  the  Hempel  calorimeter.  I  heartily  agree  with  him. 
As  far  as  I  have  looked  up  the  subject,  these  three  calorimeters 
are  the  standard  calorimeters,  but  even  they  are  subject  to  correc- 
tion for  the  combined  nitrogen  and  oxygen.  They  have  to  be 
manipulated  with  the  utmost  care,  and  by  skilful  chemists,  also. 
But  if  we  are  going  to  use  calorimeters  at  all,  let  us  come  to  one 
of  these  three  or  to  a  new  one  made  upon  the  same  principle. 
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DCXCV* 

STRENGTH  OF  CAST  IRON. 

BT  W.  J.   KBKP,  DETROIT,  MICH. 

(Member  of  the  Society.) 

This  paper  contains  all  of  the  results  of  tests  of  various  sizes 
of  test  bars  made  in  1894,  from  different  mixtures  of  cast  iron, 
for  Committee  on  Methods  of  Testing  of  the  American  Society 
of  Mechanical  Engineers.  The  individual  logs  are  on  file  in  the 
Society's  library  in  New  York. 

The  object  of  these  experiments  is  to  find  a  method  of  testing 
which  shall  reveal  the  physical  properties  of  cast  iron. 

Before  this  could  be  done  it  was  necessary  to  determine  the 
physical  properties  of  this  material. 

Cast  iron  is  not  a  simple  metal,  nor  is  it  an  alloy,  but  it  is 
an  aggregation  of  compounds  combined  chemically  and  mechan- 
ically. 

Any  change  in  the  proportion  of  the  compounds  and  of  the 
elements  of  which  it  is  composed,  in  the  conditions  attending 
its  production  in  the  blast  furnace,  in  remelting,  or  in  its  solid- 
ification, changes  its  character  so  much  that  it  becomes  a  mate- 
rial of  different  qualities. 

Cast  iron  is  a  comprehensive  term  covering  any  iron  with 
carbon  too  high  to  be  classed  as  steel,  and  in  the  different  fur- 
nace yards  it  is  separated  into  more  than  20  grades,  on  account 
of  differences  in  the  appearance  of  its  exterior  surface  or  of  its 
fracture,  and  when  sold  by  its  chemical  composition  each  run  of 
iron  may  be  different  from  any  other  *on  account  of  unequal  dif- 
fusion of  the  elements. 

Silicon  is,  however,  the  primary  element  which  needs  to  be 
taken  into  account  for  ordinary  foundry  work,  provided  the 
others  do  not  exist  in  excess. 

Increasing  silicon  changes  white  iron  to  gray,  causes  combined 
carbon  to  become  graphitic,  makes  hard  iron  soft,  and  removes 

*  Presented  at  the  St.  Louis  meeting  (May.  1896)  of  the  American  Society  of 
Mechanical  Engineers,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the  TranM^ionM, 
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brittleness,  and  by  doing  this  increases  strength,  thns  increasing 
the  strength  of  small  castings  by  preventing  brittleness,  and  it 
decreases  the  strength  of  large  castings  by  increasing  the  size 
of  the  grain. 

In  the  tables  the  records  from  bars  of  the  same  dimen- 
sions and  the  same  composition  are  the  only  ones  that  can  be 
averaged  or  compared  directly  with  each  other.  Test  bars 
2"  X 1 '  of  the  same  series,  whether  tested  flat  or  on  edge,  can  be 
compared  with  each  other,  but  cannot  be  compared  with  the 
bars  2"  a  of  the  same  series,  because  the  latter  cooled  more 
slowly  and  have  a  looser  grain  and  are  therefore  proportionately 
weaker. 

There  were  three  tons  each  of  "  Iroquois  "  and  "  Hinkle  "  pig 
iron.  Drillings  for  analysis  were  taken  from  25  pigs  of  each 
kind,  and  of  the  silicon  iron  used  with  them.  Seven  hundred 
pounds  were  weighed  out  for  each  series  so  as  to  bring  the 
silicon  to  the  intended  per  cent.,  and  one-quarter  of  one  per 
cent  more  to  allow  for  loss  in.  re-melting.  The  mixture  was 
made  with  great  care,  based  on  actual  chemical  analysis. 

Note. — A  full  chemical  analysis  of  each  pair  of  test  Imrs  has  been  made  by  Mr. 
R.  N.  Dickman  (71  At  water  Baildiog,  Cleveland,  Ohio),  assisted  by  Mr.  John 
Douglas  and  by  Mr.  E.  Klooti,  and  by  Messrs.  Dickman  and  MacKenzie,  1224 
Rookery  Building,  Chicago. 

All  test  bars  1"  D  and  1"  x  2"  were  tested  by  Professors  B.  C.  Carpenter  aud  C. 
E.  HooshtoB  at  Sibley  Collide,  Cornell  University. 

AU  bars  2"  D,S"  a,  and  4"  D  have  been  testtfd  by  Professor  C.  H.  Benjamin, 
assisted  by  Mewrs.  Lyman  Marshall  and  L.  G.  Bobbins  iit  Case  School  of  Applied 
Sciences,  Cleveland,  Ohio.  The  3"  D^and  4"  D  barn  of  Series  17  were  tested  on 
the  800,000  pound  testing  machine  of  tlie  Otis  Steel  Company  cf  Cleveland. 

The  round  l)arf«,  both  transverse  and  tension,  were  tested  by  Professor  Ira  H. 
Woolson,  of  Columbia  College. 

Series  1  to  12  were  made  at  the  Detroit  Stove  Works,  under  the  supervision  of 
L.  Crowley. 

Series  18,  14,  and  15  were  made  at  the  works  of  the  Michigan  Stove  Company, 
from  tlieir  regular  iroD  mixture. 

Series  16  was  made  by  Messrs.  C.  G.  Brettlng  &  Co.,  of  Aphland,  Wis.,  makers 
of  machinery  castings  ;  Series  17  by  the  Michigan  Malleable  Iron  Company,  of 
Detroit;  Series  18  was  made  by  Messrs.  Bement,  Miles  &  Co.,  makers  of  heavy 
machinery,  Phlhidelphia  ;  and  Series  19  by  Messrs.  A.  Whitney  &  Sons,  makers 
of  car  wheels  in  Philadelphia. 

The  "  Iroquois*'  pig  iron,  for  the  first  six  series  of  bars,  was  furnished  by  the 
Iroquois  Furnace  Company,  of  Chicago,  and  the  **  Hinkle"  pig  iron,  for  the 
second  six  series,  was  furnished  by  the  Ashland  Iron  and  Steel  Company,  of  Ash 
land,  Wis. 

In  the  preparation  of  the  tables,  checking  results,  and  calculations  I  am  greatly 
44 


Digitized  by 


Google 


676  STRENGTH  OF  CAST  IRON. 

Indebted  to  ProfeBSor  Carpenter,  Mr.  Houghton,  and  their  assistants,  and  to  Mr. 
£.  D.  Estrada,  for  cliecking  tables  with  original  logs,  and  to  Mr.  Gas.  C.  Heo- 
ning.  Reporter  of  the  Committee. 

SLIGHT  VARIATIONS  IN  THE   SIZE  OF  TEST  BARS. 

In  any  one  size  of  bar  of  any  one  series,  whatever  the  section, 
the  variation  in  strength  does  not  follow  the  variation  in  size. 

A  measure  of  size  of  a  cast  bar  is  only  an  approximate  meas- 
ure of  section,  for  more  or  less  of  scale  will  remain  on  large  bars. 
In  any  case  the  surface  is  uneven,  being  a  series  of  elevations 
and  depressions  corresponding  to  the  shape  of  the  grains  of  sand 
which  composed  the  mould,  and  the  caliper  measures  across  the 
highest  points. 

A  depression  or  a^cold  shut,  so  small  that  it  is  difficult  to  de- 
tect either  after  fracture,  may  act  as  notches  and  often  hasten 
fracture,  and  bars  with  the  comers  round,  on  account  of  the 
comers  not  running  full,  even  if  the  round  comers  are  placed 
down,  will  as  often  show  great  strength  as  other  bars  poured 
full  from  the  same  ladle.  Such  round  corners  are  perfectly 
smooth,  never  having  touched  the  sand  mould,  and  there  are 
therefore  no  depressions  to  start  a  fracture. 

Larger  test  bars  cool  more  slowly,  and  the  size  of  the  grain  is 
thereby  increased,  which  in  turn  decreases  the  strength  of  the 
bars. 

The  largest  bars  cast  off  the  same  pattern  are  often  found  to 
be  weakest. 

Figures  142  and  1^  show  the  average  records  of  actual  loads 
to  be  slightly  more  uniform  than  when  reduced  to  equivalent 
loads  for  bars  of  the  nominal  size. 

The  differences  in  crystallization  on  account  of  varying  condi- 
tions, cause  a  variation  in  the  records  much  greater  than  the 
variation  due  to  slight  differences  in  size.  The  variation  in  cast 
iron  on  account  of  peculiar  conditions  is  so  great  that  only  gen- 
eral tendencies  in  records  should  be  considered. 

Autographic  Diagrams, — ^The  diagrams  in  Fig.  141  are  from 
test  bars  one-half  inch  square  by  twelve  inches  long  (Tables 
I.,  II.,  and  m.),  made  by  Keep's  Dead  Load  Autc^aphio 
Testing  Machine. 

After  the  base  line  ah  was  drawn,  the  load  was  increased  until 
it  reached  300  pounds.  Then  the  load  was  removed,  and  the 
pencil  stood  at  d  instead  of  a.     Then  the  load  was  applied  again 
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and  the  elastic  line  de  was  drawn.  After  passing  e  the  original 
diagram  was  resumed.  When  the  400  pound  mark  was  reached 
the  load  was  removed  and  the  pencil  rested  at  h ;  the  load  applied 
again  made  the  new  line  hg  parallel  to  de. 

All  elastic  lines  from  the  same  bar  are  parallel. 

The  elastic  line  from  a  tempered  steel  bar  or  a  bar  of  white 
.cast  iron  like  bar  182  will  be  nearly  straight,  but  those  from  gray 
cast  iron  which  takes  set  are  slightly  curved  lines. 

A  template  may  be  made  from  the  longest  elastic  line,  and  if 
placed  parallel  to  the  elastic  line,  tangent  with  the  first  diagram, 
a  new  elastic  line  a/  can  be  drawn.  This  divides  all  deflections 
into  elastic  deflection  and  set  deflection,  and  all  perpendicular 
distances  between  af  and  arj  are  permanent  sets. 

The  letters  employed  in  formulae  are  as  follows : 

IF,  Measured  maximum  load  in  pounds. 

JViy  Maximum  load  of  a  test  bar  of  any  other  size. 

b,    Measured  breadth  of  test  bar  in  inches. 

A,     Measured  height  of  test  bar  in  inches. 

6i,     Breadth  of  any  other  size  of  test  bar  in  inches. 

A„    Any  other  height  of  test  bar  in  inches. 

7,     Measured  distance  between  centers  of  supports  of 

test  bar  in  inches. 
Zi,    Any  other  distance  between  supports  in  inches, 
d,    Total  deflection  in  inches. 
7,     Moment  of  inertia 
j9.     Maximum  fibre  strain  per  square  inch. 
^,    Modulus  of  elasticity. 

Moment  of  inertia,  7=^9^ (1) 

To  reduce  the  measured  maximum  load  of  a  test  bar  to  that 
for  any  other  size  of  bar : 

^^'-   hh%      ^^' 

The  maximum  stress  per  square  inoh  on  outer  fibre : 

^=26F        (3) 

p  is  the  stress  per  square  inch  on  the  extreme  fibres  of  the  free 
side  of  test  bars  broken  transversely. 
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The  Modulus  of  Elasticity  is  a  number  obtained  by  dividing  a 
number  indicating  unit  stress  by  a  number  indicating  unit  strain 
within  the  elastic  limit,  and  in  case  of  transverse  loads  is  : 

^=md (*) 

This  formula  is  true  only  for  a  perfectly  elastic  body,  in  which 
case  d  =  elastic  deflection.  No  kinds  of  cast  iron  are  perfectly 
elastia 

In  taking  d  as  representing  only  elastic  deflection,  we  take 
into  account  only  the  part  of  the  diagram  a,  6,/  (Fig.  141),  while 
the  whole  diagram,  a,  &,j9,  represents  the  behavior  of  the  material. 
The  portion  of  a,/,  p  which  has  been  ignored  is  a  very  impor- 
tant part,  for  it  shows  how  much  the  beam  will  remain  bent  after 
a  stress  has  been  applied. 

Resilience. — This  is  the  work  which  a  body  will  do  on  being 
relieved  from  a  state  of  strain,  or  the  amount  of  work  which 
has  been  done  on  the  body.  Some  even  multiply  one-half  stress 
by  the  total  deflection  in  cases  where  set  has  been  taken. 

W 
Besilience  =z  --~d (5) 

A  cast-iron  beam  is  not  generally  required  to  raise  a  load 
through  the. greatest  possible  distance,  but  it  is  required  to 
sustain  the  greatest  possible  load  with  the  least  deflection. 

W 
The  shearing  stress  =    ,-- (6) 

In  Tables  XIV.  to  XVIII.  vertical  columns  show  variations 
due  to  changes  in  composition,  and  horizontal  rows  of  figures 
show  variations  due  to  change  in  the  rate  of  cooling  (size),  and 
the  figures  at  the  right-hand  lower  corner  of  any  group  show 
variations  from  the  combination  of  both  these  causes* 

In  previous  monographs  regarding  these  tests  I  have  been 
obliged  to  use  incomplete  results,  which,  with  some  errors  and 
transpositions,  cause  trifling  variations  in  the  tables  and  charts 
therein  presented,  but  they  did  not  in  any  way  affect  con- 
clusions. 

The  diagrams  in  Fig.  142  are  from  the  measured  maximum 
loads  of  Series  1  to  6 ;  and  the  diagrams  in  Fig.  143  are  from 
same  results,  reduced  to  the  nominal  sizes  of  bars. 
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The  diagrams  in  Fig.  143  represent  either  the  loads  reduced  to 
a  one-half-inch  square  section,  a  one-inch  square  section,  or  to 
fibre  stress,  because  a  simple  division  or  multiplication  by  a 
constant  number  reduces  one  to  the  other.  The  curves  are  the 
same,  the  only  change  being  in  the  marginal  numbers. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


STRENGTH  OF  CAST  IRON.  681 


DIMENSIONS  FOR  T£ST  BARS. 

The  tables  show  the  records  for  all  the  sizes  and  forms  of  test 
bars  in  general  use. 

One'hcdf'^nch  Square  by  Twelve-inch  Test  Bars. — This  is  as 
small  as  it  is  practicable  to  make.  It  cools  so  quickly  that  the 
yariations  in  the  test  record  more  nearly  agree  with  varia- 
tions in  silicon  than  those  of  any  other  size.  The  measure 
of  shrinkage  of  such  a  test  bar  is  a  mechanical  analysis  for 
silicon. 

0n&4nch  Sqvare  Test  Bars, — The  tests  recorded  in  this  paper 
show  that  a  one-inch  square  bar  gives  records  more  nearly 
alike  for  cast  iron  of  different  compositions  than  any  other 
size,  for  the  following  reason : 

Figs.  142  and  143  and  Fig.  145  show  that  the  curves  repre- 
senting records  of  various  sizes  and  compositions  of  cast  iron 
cross  each  other  near  the  record  of  the  one-inch  bar,  which 
explains  the  similarity  of  one-inch  records  for  all  compositions. 

Ttoo-inch  by  One-inch  Test  Bars, — When  these  are  broken 
with  the  narrow  side  down,  the  strength  reduced  to  a  section 
one  inch  square  is  greater  than  the  strength  of  the  same  bar 
broken  with  the  wide  side  down  reduced  to  the  same  section. 
The  bars  of  Table  XIX.  were  all  cast  from  the  same  ladle  of 
iron. 

A  bar  two  inches  by  one  inch  is  more  dumsy  to  handle  and 
to  make  than  a  one-inch  square  bar,  and  requires  a  larger  testing 
machine. 

Ttvo-inch  Sqvorey  Three-inch  Square^  and  Four-inch  Sqtuire 
Test  Bars  are  seldom  used  on  account  of  the  difficulty  in  breaking 
them. 

In  casting  four-inch  bars  with  gates  near  the  ends,  there  is 
nearly  always  a  depression,  and  often  a  very  deep  cavity,  in  the 
top  of  the  bar,  near  the  gates,  caused  by  contraction  before  the 
bar  is  solid  all  the  way  through.  If  the  mould  for  the  top  of 
the  bar  is  made  partially  metallic,  by  pressing  small  nails  in  the 
cope,  so  as  to  present  enough  iron  surface  to  cause  the  metal  to 
set  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  mould,  the  outside  of  the  bar 
would  be  perfect,  and  the  shrinkage  would  show  itself  in  an 
open,  spongy  grain  near  the  centre  of  the  bar,  towards  the  ends 
near  the  gates.     Such  a  bar  would  show  the  external  shrinkage, 
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the  strength,  and  the  grain,  and  would  also  show  the  tendency 
of  the  iron  to  form  spongy  spots. 

Deflection  of  Cast  Iron, — Beferring  to  Fig.  141,  and  from  an 
examination  of  the  fractures  of  the  test  bars,  it  is  evident  that 
increased  deflection  for  the  same  load  shows  increased  softness. 
If  the  castings  are  thus  shown  to  be  softer  than  is  required,  a 
larger  quantity  of  scrap  can  be  added  to  the  mixture. 

Shrinkage  of  Cast  Iron, — Table  XX.  gives  the  average  shrinkage 
of  the  test  bars  of  the  nineteen  series. 

When  these  shrinkages  are  compared  with  the  records  of 
strength  given  in  Tables  XIV.  to  XVIIL,  and  with  the  grain  of 
these  bars,  it  becomes  evident  that  the  increase  of  silicon,  which 
increased  the  size  of  grain,  decreased  shrinkage,  and  that  the 
slow  cooling  which  increased  the  size  of  grain,  also  decreased 
shrinkage.  The  casting  containing  most  silicon,  and  of  the 
greatest  size,  decreases  in  bulk  less  than  smaller  castings,  or 
those  containing  less  silicon.  The  records  give  the  shrinkage 
per  linear  foot. 

The  figures  on  each  side  of  chart  Fig.  144  denote  the  shrinkage 
in  inches  per  fooi  The  numbers  at  the  top  and  bottom  of  the 
chart  show  the  ratio  of  cooling.  Each  curved  line  shows  the 
variation  in  shrinkage  of  iron  containing  a  given  percentage  of 
silicon,  in  varying  sizes  of  castings.  The  percentage  of  silicon 
in  this  iron  is  marked  at  each  end  of  the  curve.  With  this  chart, 
if  a  founder  knows  the  shrinkage  of  any  one  size  of  test  bar,  he 
can  at  a  glance  tell  the  amount  that  any  other  size  will  shrink ; 
or  if  he  knows  the  size  of  casting  that  he  wishes  to  make,  and 
the  shrinkage  that  is  desirable,  he  can  find  from  the  chart  the 
percentage  of  silicon  that  the  casting  must  contain.  All  these 
relations  are  approximate. 

To  find  the  approximate  percentage  of  silicon  in  any  iron 
mixture  locate  on  the  one-half-inch  square  line  (12)  the  shrinki^e 
of  a  one-half-inch  square  test  bar  from  that  mixture,  and  this  will 
give  the  approximate  percentage  of  silicon  that  should  produce 
this  shrinkage. 

It  is  a  fact  of  the  utmost  importance  that,  owing  to  the  irreg- 
ular composition  of  cast  iron,  even  that  poured  from  one  ladle, 
every  physical  and  chemical  record,  however  obtained,  is  only 
an  approximation  to  what  would  be  obtained  by  another  test 
A  considerable  margin  of  approximation  must  be  allowed  in  all 
calculations  relating  to  cast  iron. 
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The  percentage  of  silicon  by  analysis,  because  of  unequal  diffa- 
sion  of  silicon,  is  approximate.  Drillings  taken  from  one  part 
may  not  represent  the  silicon  in  the  whole  casting.  The  influence 
of  silicon  is  uncertain,  because  the  quantity  and  condition  of  car- 
bon in  pig  iron  is  never  uniform,  and  silicon  influences  cast  iron 
by  its  action  on  carbon ;  if  carbon  is  too  low,  silicon  cannot  exert 
its  influence.  Sulphur  in  the  coke  used  in  remelting  lessens 
the  influence  of  silicon.  The  temperature  of  the  cupola  and  a 
great  many  other  conditions  influence  the  physical  quality  of  the 
iron.  For  these  reasons  1.50  per  cent,  of  silicon  in  one  case 
may  produce  the  same  physical  results  as  2  per  cent,  in  another 
case. 

When  we  find  the  same  shrinkage  in  other  iron  mixtures,  it  is 
convenient  to  ascribe  it  to  the  same  percentage  of  silicon  as 
indicated  by  Chart  144,  though  from  various  causes  it  may  have 
taken  a  greater  or  a  less  actual  percentage  to  produce  the  result. 
Generally,  when  silicon  is  below  1  per  cent,  it  exerts  so  much 
less  influence  than  the  varying  conditions  referred  to  that  the 
physical  quality  of  castings  from  such  iron  cannot  be  predicted 
with  any  certainty  (see  Series  1  and  19).  Therefore  the  physical 
property  which  can  be  expected  from  a  definite  percentage  of 
silicon  can  only  be  approximated.  On  the  other  hand  the 
physical  property,  as  determined  by  a  test  bar,  will  vary  in  other 
castings,  even  if  poured  from  the  same  ladle,  because  the  condi- 
tions attending  cooling  of  the  different  castings  vary.  The  grain 
is  liable  to  local  variation,  and  spongy  spots  or  blow-holes  are 
likely  to  exist. 

A  measure  of  shrinkage  with  any  one  size  of  test  bar  measures 
the  relative  influence  exerted  by  silicon ;  and  for  convenience,  in 
the  use  of  Charts  144  and  145,  in  many  of  the  curves  a  definite 
silicon  percentage  is  ascribed  to  each  shrinkage.  For  the 
reasons  given,  this  percentage  is  only  an  approximation  of  what 
might  be  found  by  analysis,  but  represents  the  influence  to  be 
expected  from  the  definite  percentage  of  silicon  named. 

Each  founder  must  establish  a  standard  shrinkage  which  is 
found  to  accompany  the  best  castings  in  his  own  foundry  with 
the  irons  which  he  uses,  and  then  he  can  use  the  charts  with 
any  given  mixture  of  iron ;  and  if  the  composition  is  uniform  an 
increase  of  silicon  will  decrease  shrinkage,  and  vice  versa. 

The  founder  does  not  need  to  know  the  actual  percentage  of 
silicon  present,  for  it  is  impossible  to  know  the  conditions  which 
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will  inflnence  the  physical  quantity.     All  he  needs  to  know  is 
whether  in  this  particular  case  more  or  less  silicon  is  needed. 

Charts  Figs.  144  and  145  are  constructed  from  definite  physical 
tests  and  from  actual  chemical  analyses.  The  results  obtained 
by  the  use  of  these  charts  are  approximations  of  what  similar 
duplicate  tests  and  analyses  of  the  same  irons  would  show. 

Every  founder  who  has  endeavored  to  regulate  a  foundry  mix- 
ture by  chemical  analysis  has  found  that  a  definite  percentage 
of  silicon  cannot  be  depended  upon  to  exert  the  same  influence 
under  all  conditions. 

The  approximation  found  by  these  charts  is  nearer  the  truth 
than  can  be  obtained  by  any  existing  method,  but  from  the* 
nature  of  the  case  there  can  be  nothing  absolutely  definite  about 
cast-iron  castings. 

Strength  of  Cast  Iron. — The  chart  Fig.  145  is  constructed  from 
the  records  of  tests  reported  in  this  paper,  and  will  give  a  near 
approximation  to  the  strength  of  castings  of  di£ferent  sizes  con- 
taining different  percentages  of  silicon. 

Iron  mixtures  should  be  divided  at  least  into  three  classes : 

1.  Those  made  from  very  soft  pig  iron,  or  with  an  addition 
of  very  soft  scrap,  which  will  produce  a  one-half  inch  test  bar 
with  an  open  grain  and  of  a  dark  color,  with  great  deflection,  as 
bars  53  and  96  of  Fig.  141.  In  such  mixtures  a  very  small  per- 
centage of  silicon  will  open  the  grain  so  as  to  greatly  decrease 
the  strength  of  large  castings.  These  are  used  when  softness  is 
more  desirable  than  strength,  and  should  never  be  used  for 
heavy  castings.  All  of  the  series  from  1  to  12,  and  Series  16, 
are  from  such  mixtures. 

2.  A  mixture  made  from  close-grained  pig  iron  and  close- 
grained  scrap,  or  a  mixture  which  has  had  its  grain  closed  by 
some  process,  and  which  will  make  a  one-half-inch  test  bar  of 
compact,  close  grain,  and  not  very  dark  in  color,  and  with 
a  moderate  deflection,  as  bar  173  in  Fig.  141.  Such  a  mixture 
will  make  strong,  large  castings,  and  will  be  soft  enough  for  small 
machinery  work.     Series  18  is  from  such  a  mixture. 

3.  Mixtures  which  produce  a  white  one-half-inch  test  bar, 
with  small  deflection,  as  in  bar  182  of  Fig.  141.  Such  a  mixture 
should  only  be  used  for  heavy  castings  thicker  than  one  inch. 
Series  19  is  an  example  of  such  a  mixture. 

To  find  the  strength  of  a  section  one-half  inch  sqriare  by  twelve 
inches  long  of  a  la/rge  test  bar  from  chart  Fig.  145  :  Locate  on  the 
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one-half-inch  line  of  the  chart  the  average  strength  of  three  one- 
half-inch  square  test  bars.  With  the  shrinkage  of  a  one-haU- 
inch  square  test  bar,  find  from  the  shrinkage  chart  the  approxi- 
mate  percentage  of  silicon.  With  a  template,*  find  on  the 
graduated  four-inch  section  the  mark  indicating  the  silicon.  If 
the  casting  is  of  the  first  class  described,  place  this  mark  on  the 
point  on  the  four-inch  line  of  the  chart  which  represents  the 
silicon  percentage  ;  swing  the  template  around  until  its  edge 
touches  the  located  one-half-inch  strength,  and  draw  the  curve. 
Example :  Series  2 — Locate  strength  33'J  on  the  one-half-inch 
perpendicular.  Shrinkage  .172  indicates  silicon  1.50  percent. 
•Place  the  1.50  four-inch  point  of  the  template  on  the  1.50 
point  of  the  four-inch  perpendicular,  and  bring  the  edge  of  tem- 
plate to  the  339  strength,  and  draw  the  curve.  Xll  curves  for 
this  class  will  indicate  a  trifle  too  great  a  strength  for  large 
castings.  It  makes  the  four-inch  bar  10  per  cent,  too  strong 
for  Series  16. 

If  the  mixture  is  of  the  second  class,  find  the  excess  of  the 
located  one-half-inch  strength  over  that  due  to  the  percentage  of 
silicon.  After  finding  the  four-inch  point  on  the  template,  and 
on  the  chart,  raise  the  latter  one^hird  of  the  excess  just  found, 
and  place  the  mark  of  the  template  on  this  and  draw  the  curve. 
Example:  Series  18 — The  shrinkage  is  .161,  indicating  silicon 
1.95  per  cent.  The  strength  is  446,  or  89  excess  over  357.  The 
strength  on  the  four-inch  line  for  1 .95  per  cent,  silicon  is  197 ; 
adding  30  equals  227,  the  new  point  on  the  four-inch  line. 
Place  the  four-inch  2.00  per  cent,  point  of  template  on  this  new 
point  and  draw  the  curve.  This  curve  corresponds  with  all  the 
measured  strengths  of  Series  18  except  the  one-inch  bar,  which 
it  makes  7  per  cent,  too  weak. 

If  the  mixture  is  of  the  third  class,  raise  the  four-inch  point 
one-half  of  the  excess.  Example  :  Series  19 — Shrinkage  is  .238. 
(When  the  shrinkage  is  above  .200  the  test  bar  is  white,  and  the 

*  All  curves  of  the  strength  chart  are  made  from  one  template  of  a  graduated 
hjperbola.  Make  a  template  of  the  8.50  per  cent,  curve,  and  extend  it  one  inch 
beyond  the  four-inch  line,  and  mark  on  it  the  ends  of  this  carve.  From  the  one- 
half-inch  end  measure  down  the  curve  five  and  seven-eighth  inches,  and  place 
this  point  on  the  1.00  per  cent,  point  of  the  one-half-inch  line,  and  mark  both 
ends  of  the  1.00  per  cent,  curve  on  the  template  ;  then  divide  the  distance  between 
the  1.00  and  8.50  per  cent,  points  on  the  one-half-inch  end  into  five  equal  spaces. 
Place  each  division  successively  on  the  corresponding  percentage  points  on  the 
one- half-inch  line,  and  mark  the  four-inch  end  of  each  curve  on  the  template. 
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Kccp'8    Ideal   Strenqth    Chart. 

Approzinato  relation  of  ainngth  to  tbo  aod  percratacv  of  SiUoon. 
(BtraBffUi  of  »  >i2i X  U'Wctlon  of  Mch  >!«•  of  Teat  Bar.) 

Fig.  145. 
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silicon  is  sure  to  be  less  than  1  per  cent.  It  is  safest,  in  such 
cases,  to  use  the  1  per  cent,  curve.)  The  strength  was  377,  and 
the  excess  over  290  is  87.  The  strength  on  the  four-inch  line  for 
1.00  per  cent,  silicon  is  220,  and  one-half  of  87  brings  it  to  264 
Prom  this  point  draw  the  curve,  which  makes  the'  strength  for 
all  bars  somewhat  less  than  the  actual  test  made  them,  but  this 
is  safe. 

If  a  machine  can  be  constructed,  that  can  be  sold  at  a  moder- 
ate price,  that  can  break  transversely  a  test  bar  four  inches 
square  by  twenty-four  inches  long,  the  actual  strength  could  be 
located  on  the  four-inch  square  lines  and  the  curve  would  then 
show  actual  strengths  of  one-half-inch  sections  of  all  square 
bars  of  other  sizes. 

To  find  from  this  chart.  Fig,  145,  the  strength  of  any  casting,  find 
the  cooling  ratio  of  the  casting  and  draw  a  strength  curve  corre- 
sponding to  the  strength  of  a  one-half-inch  square  test  bar  cast 
from  the  same  iron.  Follow  down  the  line  which  indicates  the 
ratio,  and  its  crossing  with  the  upper  diagonal  line  gives  the 
breadth  of  a  square  test  bar  which  represents  the  casting ;  then 
continue  down  until  the  perpendicular  cuts  the  strength  diagram, 
which  gives  the  strength  of  a  one-half  inch  square  section  of  the 
test  bar  which  actually  represents  the  casting.  The  intersection 
of  the  same  perpendicular  with  the  curve  of  multipliers  gives 
the  number  by  which  to  multiply  the  strength  already  found, 
to  give  the  actual  strength  of  the  test  bar  twenty-four  inches 
long  which  represents  the  casting. 

The  curves  of  this  chart  apply  only  to  square  test  bars.  For 
example,  a  test  bar  two  inches  by  one  inch  equals  a  bar  1.32 
inches  square,  which  is  located  on  the  ratio  .33,  Fig.  5,  and  has 
a  multiplier  10  for  a  bar  twenty-four  inches  long ;  but  the  same 
material  in  the  shape  two  inches  by  one  inch  tested  flat  needs 
a  multiplier  8  (a),  but  if  tested  on  edge  needs  a  multiplier 
16  [h). 

A  Standard  Test  for  Cast  Iron  should  show  for  every  size  of 
casting,  the  shrinkage  per  foot,  the  strength,  tendency  to  chill, 
hardness,  grain,  tendency  to  form  spongy  spots,  and  the  amount' 
of  silicon  necessary  to  produce  the  desired  quality.  Such  a 
test  should  be  rapid  and  inexpensive,  and  one  that  any  founder 
can  use. 

The  following  test  is  suggested : 

Make  three  or  four  test  bars  one-half-inch  square  by  twelve 
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inches  long,  and  find  the  average  shrinkage,  strength,  deflection, 
and  depth  of  chill.  By  the  shrinkage  and  strength  charts,  find 
the  shrinkage,  the  approximate  percentage  of  silicon,  and 
strength  for  all  sizes  of  test  bars. 

At  the  same  time  make  two  four-inch  square  by  twenty-four 
inch  test  bars  with  uniform  surface,  and  measure  shrinkage 
and  examine  fracture  for  spongy  spots.  When  practicable,  get 
the  average  strength  of  the  four-inch  square  bars,  otherwise 
get  four-inch  square  records  from  the  strength  chart.  On  a 
sheet  of  cross-section  paper,  like  that  used  for  the  chart,  mark 
the  onehalf-inch  and  four-inch  strengths,  and  draw  the  curve 
which  gives  the  actual  strength  and  shrinkage  for  all  intermedi- 
ate sizes  of  test  bars. 

The  relative  deflection  indicates  relative  hardness.  In  regu- 
lar foundry  work,  so  long  as  the  shrinkage  does  not  vary,  the 
quality  of  the  casting  will  not  vary.  An  increase  of  shrinkage 
shows  the  need  of  more  silicon,  and  vice  versa. 

Bound  or  Square  Test  Bars. — These  round  bars  were  cast  at 
the  same  time  as  the  square  bars  in  each  series,  and  were  tested 
by  Professors  Carpenter  and  Houghton,  at  Cornell  University, 
and  by  Professor  Woolson  at  Columbia  University.  The  results 
are  shown  in  Tables  XXL  to  XXIV.,  and  averages  of  these  round 
bars  and  of  square  bars  are  given  in  Table  XXVI.  for  compari- 
son. It  has  been  claimed  that  the  round  bar  would  be  strongest, 
but  in  every  case  the  reverse  is  true,  and  the  variation  between 
the  record  of  the  two  round  bars  cast  together  is  fully  as  great 
as  between  square  bars  cast  together. 

Bound  Burs  cast  ori  end  or  cast  Jlai,  {See  TaMes  XXV,  and 
XXVL) 

In  Series  19,  bars  93  and  98  were  so  defective  that  the  records 
were  thrown  out. 

The  average  of  the  others  in  both  Series  19  and  18  shows  the 
bars  cast  on  end  to  be  considerably  weaker  than  those  cast  flat. 

In  1894  the  Western  Foundry  Association  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  determine  whether  a  round  test  bar  cast  on  end  was 
better  than  a  square  bar  cast  flat.  The  report  was  made  Novem- 
ber 21,  1894.*  In  one  group  of  tests  all  square  bars  cast  flat  were 
perfect,  while  43  per  cent,  of  the  round  bars  on  end  were  defec- 
tive. In  another  group  of  tests  18  per  cent,  of  the  square  bars 
cast  flat  were  defective,  and  54  per  cent,  of  the  round  bars  on 
•  The  Iron  Trade  Review,  Nov.  29,  1894. 
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end  were  defective.  The  committee  reported  that  they  coald 
not  endorse  the  round  bar  cast  on  end  as  against  the  square  bar 
cast  flat.  During  1894  many  other  groups  of  tests  were  made 
by  other  members  of  the  Association,  and  each  exhibited  similar 
results.*     • 

"  The  cause  of  the  large  amount  of  defective  round  bars  cast 
flat  and  on  end  is  due  to  practical  difficulties  in  getting  iron  into 
the  mould." 

Tensile  Tests  of  Cast  Iron. — It  has  generally  been  conceded 
that,  owing  to  the  peculiar  grain  of  cast  iron  and  to  the  irregu- 
lar pull  of  machines  for  testing,  this  test  did  not  give  reliable 
results.  But  bars  cast  at  the  same  time  with  the  other  bars,  and 
tested  by  Professors  Carpentsr  and  Houghton,  the  results  of 
which  are  given  in  Tables  XXVIL  to  XXIX.,  give  as  regular 
results  as  the  transverse  tests,  but  no  more  so. 

These  records  are  extremely  interesting,  as  they  show  by 
another  system  of  testing  that  increase  of  silicon  strengthens 
'  small  castings  but  weakens  large  castings,  and  that  large  cast- 
ings are  proportionately  weaker  than  small  castings ;  that  is, 
slower  cooling  of  large  castings  causes  them  to  be  weaker  than 
more  rapidly  cooled  small  castings. 

The  tensile  tests  of  Table  XXX.  show  nothing  of  value  except 
that  the  extensions  are  less  with  each  addition  of  silicon.  The 
bars  were  15  inches  long  and  too  short  to  hold  well  in  the  grips, 
and  each  bar  broke  in  the  fillet ;  the  results,  therefore,  do  not 
indicate  the  strength  of  the  iron.  The  bars  of  Table  XXXH. 
were  turned  very  accurately  by  Mr.  Henry  B.  Binsse,  of  Newark, 
N.  J.,  and  were  20  inches  long  with  8  inches  at  centre,  1.065 
diameter,  and  they,  with  those  of  Table  XXX.,  were  pulled  by 
Professor  Woolson  in  the  Emery  testing  machine  at  Columbia 
University.  The  readings  of  extension  in  both  Tables  were  for 
each  2,000  pounds  of  load,  and  were  in  thousands  of  a  milli- 
metre  in  a  length  of  200  millimetres. 

Bars  71  and  81  were  held  in  the  grips,  the  same  as  the  other 
bars,  and  subjected  to  compression,  for  data  to  use  in  calculat- 
ing the  position  of  the  neutral  axis  in  a  transverse  bar.  It  is 
seen  that  the  average  of  the  bars  72  and  73  cast  flat  is  25,250, 
and  of  the  two  sound  bars  cast  on  end  is  20,791,  showing  the 
bars  cast  flat  to  be  stronger.  All  the  bars  of  Tables  XXIX 
and  XXXI.  are  from  Series  18,  except  103  and  104,  which  are 
*  The  Iron  Trade  Review,  Nov.  1,  1894. 
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from  Series  19.  The  main  object  of  this  accurate  tensile  test 
was  to  learn  if  the  irregularity  of  other  tensile  tests  of  cast 
iron  was  due  to  uneven  pull  of  the  machine  or  whether  the 
granular  structure  was  so  uneven  as  to  give  irregular  strengths 
to  test  bars  poured  from  the  same  ladle  of  iron.  The  latter 
seems  to  be  the  cause.  Table  XXXL  shows  the  strength  per 
square  inch  of  eight  bars  cut  from  a  casting  six  inches  thick, 
and  was  pulled  on  the  Olsen  machine. 

These  bars  were  made  in  the  foundry  of  L  P.  Morris  &  Co., 
and  the  records  were  given  me  by  the  superintendent,  Mr.  D.  J. 
Matlack,  of  Philadelphia. 

In  explanation  of  the  variation  in  strength  of  these  bars,  Mr. 
C.  L.  Prince,  Camden,  N.  J.,  has  sent  me  the  following  memo- 
randum :  "  Cylinder  of  big  press  was  cast  from  No.  2  X  Swede 
and  No.  2X  Pulaski,  with  15  per  cent,  of  steel  scrap.  From 
this  iron  a  bar  6"  x  6"  by  about  18"  long  was  cast  on  end.  This 
block  was  cut  longitudinally  by  planer  into  nine  test  bars.  The 
bars  from  the  centre  side,  and  corner  were  turned  1^"  round,  and 
at  the  middle  for  4"  to  1"  diameter.  The  length  was  12",  taken 
from  the  lower  end  of  the  casting.  Three  of  the  bars  were 
pulled  by  Messrs.  Biehle  Bros.,  with  the  following  results  : 


PosiUon  in  the 
CAsting. 

Diameter 
iu  iochea. 

Area  in 
sq.  inches. 

Broke  at, 
in  poanda. 

fiqaivalent  load, 
lbs.  per  sq.  inch. 

Centre 

Side 

1.00       • 

1.00 

1.00 

.7854 
.7864 
.7864 

16.800 
12,100 
18,920 

18,760 
16,406 

Corner 

16.460 

"  The  grain  of  test  bars  in  turning  was  very  open  and  rotten, 
but  the  casting  was  close  and  good. 

"  The  variation  in  strength  was  due  to  slower  cooling  of  the 
sides  and  centre.'' 

Chemical  Aiudysis. — For  complete  analysis  of  all  test  bars  and 
for  a  discussion  of  the  influence  of  the  various  chemical  elements 
in  cast  iron,  reference  is  made  to  "  Transverse  Strength  of  Cast 
Iron,"  pages  1100  to  1107,  TrayisactionSy  vol.  xiv. ;  also  "Physical 
Tests  and  Chemistry  of  Cast  Iron,"  read  at  convention  of 
American  Foundrymen's  Association,  the  Iron  Trade  RevieWj 
May  14, 1896. 
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DISCUSSION. 

Frof,  C.  H.  Benjamin. — As  I  had  the  pleasure  of  conducting 
the  tests  on  the  2"  d ,  3'  d  ,  and  4"  n  bars  for  Mr.  Keep,  I 
would  like  to  contribute  to  this  discussion. 

I  will  confine  my  remarks  to  Table  XTV.  of  the  Appendix, 
showing  the  average  maximum  loads  for  different  sizes  of  beams. 

The  generally  accepted  formula  for  loaded  beams  assumes 
that  the  strength  of  a  beam  varies  inversely  as  the  length  and 
directly  as  the  breadth  and  the  square  of  tiie  height,  or,  in  the 
ordinary  notation : 

W=kf, 

where  k  is  some  constant  depending  on  nature  of  material. 

That  this  statement  is  not  true  is  shown  in  the  paper  under 
discussion,  and  a  method  is  indicated  for  finding  the  strength 
ratio  in  different  cases. 

I  have  prepared  a  supplementary  table  from  Table  XIV., 
showing  the  actual  ratios  of  load  or  strength  as  compared  with 
the  theoretical  ratio. 

To  save  time,  I  have  used  the  nominal  sizes  instead  of  the 
measured  sizes,  but  the  error  is  a  slight  one. 

1.  Effect  of  iengr^/i.— Comparing  1"  n  bars,  12",  24 ',  48",  and 
54"  long :  The  longer  bars  are  in  nearly  every  case  relatively 
weaker  than  the  short  bars.  The  few  exceptions  to  this  are 
mainly  among  the  bars  high  in  silicon— iNos.  11  and  12. 

2.  Effect  of  £readtk—Comipa,Ting  1"  a  bars  with  2"  x  1" :  Theo- 
retically, doubling  the  breadth  of  a  beam  doubles  its  strength. 
In  the  case  of  the  2"  x  1"  x  12"  the  average  ratio  is  1.76.  In  the 
case  of  the  bars  2"  x  1"  x  24"  the  average  ratio  was  1.8. 

There  are  only  two  exceptions  in  the  whole  list,  and  those  are 
high  in  silicon. 

3.  Effect  of  Height.— Compmng  1"  d  ,  2"  d  ,  3"  d  ,  and  4"  n  : 
Theoretically,  the  strength  of  a  square  bar  will  vary  as  the  cube 
of  its  side.  The  table  shows  that  the  bars  are  weaker  relatively 
as  they  increase  in  size. 

The  theoretical  ratios  being 

8,  27,  and  64, 

the  actual  ratios  are  only 

6.63,  20,  and  43.8. 
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4.  Exponents. — The  exponents  of  the  length,  Z,  which  will  give 
the  actual  strength  ratios,  are  1.061,  1.06,  and  1.053,  or  an 
average  of  1.05S. 

Similar  exponents  for  the  breadth,  6,  are  0.815  and  0.848,  or  an 
average  of  0.83.  The  exponents  for  the  side  of  the  square  bar 
are  2.7,  2.74,  and  2.73 — a  very  close  coincidence. 

The  average  exponent  is  2.72.  Subtracting  from  this  the 
average  exponent  for  breadth,  we  have  2.72  —  0.83  =  1.89  as  an 
average  exponent  for  the  height,  h.  Using  these  exponents  in 
our  original  formula,  we  have — 

1,0.88  11.89 

W  —  h 

as  an  empirical  formula  for  the  strength  of  any  cast-iron  bar, 
where  h  can  be  determined  by  breaking  a  bar  1"  n  by  12"  long. 

Stresses  cmd  ModvlL — ^In  looking  over  the  Tables  L  to  XIII. 
one  can  hardly  fail  to  be  impressed  with  the  fact  that  the  terms 
"Stress  on  Outer  Fibre,"  "Modulus  of  Elasticity,"  and 
"  Kesilience  "  are  meaningless  for  cast  iron,  as  the  values  are 
ordinarily  computed. 

The  quantity  in  the  tables  is  not  the  stress  on  the  outer  fibre, 
and  no  one  seems  to  know  what  it  is.  If  we  wish  to  know  the 
tensile  strength  of  cast  iron,  we  test  it  in  tension.  If  we  wish 
to  know  the  load  it  will  carry  as  a  beam,  we  should  test  it  as  a 
beam,  and  then  determine  the  effect  of  increase  of  any  of  the 
dimensions,  and  not  resort  to  a  term,  "  modulus  of  rupture,"  as 
some  prefer  to  call  it,  which  is  of  doubtful  meaning  anywhere, 
and  especially  so  with  cast  iron. 

Modulus  of  elasticity  as  computed  in  these  tables  is  likewise 
meaningless,  is  not  a  constant,  and  not  a  measure  of  the  stiffness 
of  the  material.  Resilience  does  not  mean  anything  unless  it 
includes  the  whole  area  under  the  elastic  curve. 

Lastly,  the  elastic  curve  itself  becomes  meaningless  when 
plotted  from  values  of  this  so-called  "  fibre  stress."  The  elastic 
curve  should  be  plotted  from  the  actual  loads  and  deflections,  or, 
what  is  better,  drawn  with  an  autographic  attachment. 

The  maximum  load,  the  maximum  deflection,  the  area  under 
the  elastic  curve,  and  its  general  character  will  thus  tell  us  all 
we  need  to  know. 

The  influence  of  the  size  of  bar  upon  the  deflection  may  be 
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studied  directly  from  experiments,  and  an  empirical  formula 
constructed,  which  will  give  the  relative  stiffness  of  all  bars. 

It  seems  to  me  that  we  have  too  long  been  in  bondage  to  so- 
called  rational  formulas. 

All  Bars  compared  wrrn  1'  n  x  12"  or  24'. 


Effect  of  Length. 

Affect  of  Breadth. 

Effect  of  Breadth  and  Height. 

k 

1 

^ 

1 

X 

Is 

k 

Sub  or  Bar. 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

a. 

o 

D 

** 

** 

a 

D 

o 

» 

1? 

X 

It 

X 

•t 

li 

d» 

V 

Theoretical     ig 

12 

_-      .        rr          — 

=  0.5 

—  =.86 

il=.«22 

2 

8 

2«  =  8 

8»  =  2r 

4«=M 

Ratio     yy-          24 

A» 

64 

No.    1.... 

893 

.198 

.181 

1.62 

1.88 

6.82 

24.9 

58.8 

"     2.... 

480 

.257* 

.220 

1.89 

1.91 

6.89 

22. H 

49.8 

"      3.... 

477 

.198 

1.64 

1.84 

6.73 

15  4 

84.2 

*'     4.... 

428 

.212 

.197 

1.65 

1.66 

6  85 

17  4 

44.1 

"     5.... 

1.68 

6  82 

18.8 

345 

'•     «.... 

.252* 

.192 

1.89 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

-     7.... 

492 

.214 

.206 

1.86 

1.59 

6  20 

20.6 

40  4 

"     8.... 

449 

.216 

.189 

1.74 

1.75 

6.40 

20.1 

48.6 

'*     9... 

468 

.224 

.208 

. . . 

1.61 

6  »0 

17  8 

42.6 

"    10... 

478 

.210 

1.78 

6.87 

19.7 

49.4 

'*    11.... 

518* 

.254» 

.280» 

1.80 

1.85 

5.84 

18.4 

87.9 

"    12.... 

628» 

.288 

.28i» 

1.74 

2.18* 

5.91 

21.1 

84.4 

-    14.... 

464 

2o6 

.198 

1.84 

1.64 

6  90 

21  0 

48.7 

•'    18    .. 

... 

.... 

1.88 

7.21 

20  5 

47.0 

*•    15    .. 

7.76 

20.8 

50.5 

*•    19.... 

. . . 

2.()9» 

7.43 

24.4 

63.0 

*•    16.... 

1.88 

6.56 

20.0 

40.8 

'*    18.... 

... 

.... 

1  68 

5.86 

18.1 

41.9 

•*    17.... 



1.76~ 

1.87 

9.45» 

29.4» 

64.6* 

Ayerages. . 

478 

.280 

.205 

1  80 

6.53 

20.0 

48.8 

NoTB.—No.  17  was  omitted  in  making  averages. 
♦  Bxceseive  valnes. 

Mr.  Wilfiam  ITe nt— In  connection  with  what  Professor  Ben- 
jamin has  said,  I  would  like  to  sketch  on  the  board  something 
which  was  shown  in  the  discussion  of  papers  on  cast  iron  at  the 
Pittsburg  meeting  of  the  Mining  Engineers.  It  came  in  the  form 
of  a  communication  from  Professor  Carpenter,  member  of  this 
Society,  concerning  the  modulus  of  elasticity  and  the  elastic 
limit  of  cast  iron.  If  we  test  a  bar  of  cast  iron  and  plot  the 
results,  we  get  a  curve  something  like  that  here  shown  ^Fig.  146), 
which  has  no  well-defined  elastic  limit  at  any  point  and  in  which 
the  calculated  modulus  of  elasticity  varies  at  every  point  of  the 
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test.  If  we  draw  a  tangent  line  from  the  initial  point  of  the  curve, 
that  will  not  give  the  modulus  of  elasticity  of  the  iron,  because  it 
is  only  the  modulus  at  the  beginning  of  the  test.  Now,  if  at  any 
point  we  stop  the  test,  take  off  the  load,  and  plot  the  set  of  the 
bar,  taking  the  elongations  downwards  as  we  go  down,  we  will 
have  a  straight  line.  Then,  starting  the  test  over  again,  the 
diagram  will  be  a  straight  line  up  to  the  same  point ;  then,  on 
continuing  the  test,  the  curve  will  follow  the  trend  of  the  original 


Pig.  146. 


curve.  If  we  stop  at  any  other  point  and  bring  the  load  down 
to  zero,  you  will  have  another  straight  line.  We  then  have  a 
well-defined  elastic  limit  of  the  bar,  depending  on  how  far  we 
have  previously  strained  the  bar.  If  we  strain  the  bar  up  to  a 
certain  point  and  take  the  load  off,  that  point  will  be  the  elastic 
limit  for  the  succeeding  test,  and  these  straight  inclined  lines 
will  express  the  moduli  of  elasticity,  these  lines  being  practically 
parallel. 

Mr,  Gu8.  C.  Henning. — I  wish  to  discuss  this  very  point  too  on 
the  basis  of  results  in  autographic  diagrams  which  are  pretty 
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well  known  and  have  been  published  for  a  couple  of  years. 
The  diagram  showing  curve  abcdy  with  lines  bi  and  cl,  is  not 
strictly  correci  If  we  obtain  a  proper  curve,  automatically 
drawn,  of  cast  iron,  we  do  not  get  the  curve  ad,  but  a  curve  like 
ax  (Fig.  147).  We  will  have  a  line  which  is  very  nearly  straight 
for  a  very  small  distance,  ay  ;  then  there  will  be  a  slight  kink,  or 
distinct  change  of  curve,  at  y.  Then,  instead  of  getting  a  curve 
like  abd,  we  get  a  curve  something  like  ayx.  Bauschinger  & 
Tetmajer  plotted  these  curves  several  years  ago  very  carefully 
and  found  a  distinct  kink  at  y,  whiqh  is  the  only  point  from 
which  to  determine  the  modulus  of  elasticity.  When  we  talk 
about  modulus  of  elasticity,  however,  we  must  not  forget  that 


that  applies  to  materials  which  are  entirely  uniform  in  their 
structure.  It  does  not  apply  to  minerals  ;  it  does  not  apply  to 
crystals  ;  it  does  not  apply  to  cast  iron,  which  is  a  conglomera- 
tion of  cemented  particles.  Our  theory  sometimes  misleads  us. 
We  speak  of  modulus  of  elasticity  of  bodies  which  are  perfectly 
elastic.  The  modulus  applies  to  that  part  of  the  curve  of  a 
material,  when  drawn  automatically,  within  which  the  changes 
of  shape  are  absolutely  proportional  to  the  loads  applied.  As 
soon  as  that  point  is  passed,  where  the  extensions  or  compres- 
sions—I mean  to  say,  changes  of  shape — vary  with  the  relations 
of  the  change  of  load,  we  no  longer  can  apply  our  theory  of  the 
modulus  ;  there  is  no  such  thing  constant  for  cast  iron.    In  the 
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first  place,  cast  iron  is  not  uniform.  It  has  no  point  on  its  curve 
where  change  of  shape  is  proportional  to  a  change  of  loads. 
Therefore,  our  general  definition  of  modulus,  or  our  general 
method  of  determining  modulus  of  elasticity  of  cast  iron,  does  not 
hold  good  in  this  case,  so  we  might  as  well  drop  them  altogether. 
The  next  point  is  about  lines  hi  and  cL  If  we  stop  loading 
at  the  point  e  and  then  take  off  all  the  load,  we  will  not  get  a 
straight  line,  as  shown  by  hi  and  d  upon  reloading.  This  is 
well  known,  and  the  latest  illustration  of  it  is  shown  by  curves 
obtained  by  Olsen's  autographic  recording  apparatus,  which  has 
been  designed  on  my  suggestion  making  the  apparatus  mul- 
tiply at  least  five  hundred  times ;  that  is,  a  hundredth  of  an 
inch  actual  elongation  will  appear  half  an  inch  in  length  on  the 
diagram.  He  actually  gets  that  and  obtains  most  beautiful 
results.  Now,  when  the  stress  is  removed  and  the  pencil  drops 
to  zero,  it  does  not  describe  a  straight  line  on  reloading,  as 
shown  at  hi ;  it  rises  in  a  curve,  as  at  A/,  which,  however,  is 
more  nearly  a  straight  line  than  in  some  alloys.  In  some  mate- 
rials this  "  elastic  line  "  is  almost  straight.  But  in  cast  iron  it 
is  distinctly  not.  The  variation  from  a  straight  line  is  only 
shown  when  a  proper  apparatus  or  method  for  observing  the 
same  is  used.  But  when  we  talk  of  tenths  of  thousandths  of 
inches  in  determining  moduli  of  elasticity,  we  must  take  them 
into  account  We  cannot  take  a  diagram  only  two  or  three 
inches  high,  where  the  thickness  of  a  lead-pencU  line  more  than 
covers  all  the  variation  in  any  kind  of  material ;  we  cannot  say 
those  lines  are  straight  lines,  because  we  have  nothing  to  ob- 
serve them  with.  The  variations  are  considerably  less  than  the 
thickness  of  any  pencil  line  which  can  be  drawn  on  paper.  When 
you  take  Olsen's  apparatus,  which  multiplies  five  hundred  times, 
then  the  thickness  of  his  pencil  line  can  be  neglected,  because 
the  slightest  variation  immediately  exceeds  the  width  of  that 
line.  In  that  case  we  always  find  these  lines  ek  and  gm,  and 
fk  and  hm  parallel,  as  was  stated ;  but  they  are  not  in  any  case 
straight  lines,  nor  do  the  ascending  and  descending  lines  run 
back  over  themselves,  but  always  vary  very  slightly  from  them. 
These  nearly  straight  lines,  hi  and  c/,  and  the  large  hump  at  6, 
are  characteristic  of  our  more  uniform  and  symmetrical  metals, 
such  as  some  of  the  higher  bronzes  and  the  steels ;  when  testing 
a  high  steel,  almost  a  smooth  curve  like  ad  is  obtained.  But 
cast  iron  is  like  ax.     All  the  difference  in  materials  lies  within 
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that  change  in  shape.  Therefore  it  is  not  fair  to  show  such  a 
curve  and  to  show  these  lines,  where  these  lines  cover  all  the 
vagaries  and  all  the  differences  that  may  exist  in  the  materials; 
that  is,  in  the  properties  which  are  indicated  by  these  curves. 
All  the  curves  which  have  been  drawn  heretofore  have  shown  us 
practically  nothing.  Olsen  is  the  first  one  who,  by  his  new 
autographic  apparatus,  has  shown  us  the  actual  differences 
existing.  I  regret  we  have  not  yet  in  the  Society  a  record  of 
those  diagrams,  although  he  spoke  of  that  apparatus  at  our 
meeting  in  New  York  two  years  ago. 

These  curves  and  these  facts  stated  by  the  preceding  speaker 
are  not  new.  Attention  was  called  to  them  by  Bauschinger,  as 
I  said,  several  years  ago — ^at  least  six  or  seven.  Tetmajer,  as 
long  as  ten  years  ago,  in  his  investigations  of  cast  iron,  speaks 
of  them  and  plots  them  very  distinctly.  It  is  very  much  to  be 
regretted  that  Professor  Tetmajer*s  work  has  never  been  pub- 
lished in  the  English  language.  I  think  he  has  done  better 
work  on  cast  iron  of  such  grade  as  he  has  investigated  than  any- 
body else.  But  he  never  realized,  not  being  a  practical  founder, 
that  cast  iron  was  as  variable  as  apples  or  potatoes.  That  is, 
one  man  in  his  foundry  will  use  one  grade  of  iron  and  know  all 
about  it,  but  as  soon  as  he  tries  another  grade  he  does  not  know 
the  first  thing  about  it.  He  will  have  to  learn  all  about  how  to 
treat  the  new  brand,  all  about  how  to  treat  it  when  he  tries  to 
pour  it  into  the  moulds. 

Mr.  Keep  on  his  autographic  diagrams  has  also  shown  this. 
In  the  paper  some  diagrams  are  given  ;  but,  unfortunately,  Mr. 
Keep's  apparatus  only  gives  you  a  very  small  diagram,  and  there- 
fore they  are  not  very  distinct.  Mr.  Keep  found  that  a  long 
time  ago,  and  has  always  emphasized  it. 

I  wished  to  call  attention  to  these  differences,  because  so 
many  erroneous  opinions  obtain  at  the  present  time  about  cast 
iron,  and  we  cannot  emphasize  too  strongly  where  the  differ- 
ences are. 
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APPENDIX. 

TABLES  OF  PAPER  NO.   DCXCV. 

In  the  following  tables  the  records  of  dimensions  of  test  bar, 
maximum  load,  deflection,  shrinkage,  etc.,  are  correct,  having 
been  compared  with  the  original  logs  in  possession  of  the  Society, 
and  also  with  the  original  notes  made  at  the  time  of  making  t^^sts. 
The  calculations  given  in  other  columns  were  made  by  various 
persons  connected  with  several  engineering  schools,  and  while  the 
formulsB  used  by  each  can  be  reduced  to  the  form  given  in  this 
paper,  the  results  vary  slightly  from  what  would  have  resulted 
from  the  use  of  the  formulae  as  given. 

The  columns  "  Max.  Fibre  Distance  "  and  "  Moment  of  Inertia  " 
were  inserted  in  the  tables  because  they  were  used  in  some  of  the 
formula  employed. 

The  Modulus  of  Elasticity  in  Tables  XL,  XII.,  and  XIII.  was 
calculated  from  slightly  different  data  from  that  used  in  the 
other  tables,  which  accounts  for  the  difference  in  the  resulta 

Tables  XV.  and  XVIIL  were  made  by  dividing  the  fiber 
stresses  in  Table  XIV.  by  constants,  which  gave  the  required 
strength.  The  results  in  these  tables  are  therefore  influenced  by 
the  variations  in  the  results  in  Table  XIY. 

So  long  as  the  data  are  correct  the  calculations  are  not  impor- 
tant, and  the  variations  are  not  sufficient  to  change  the  conclu- 
sions stated  in  the  paper. 

It  was  intended  to  have  all  calculations  repeated,  and  to  use 
the  formulsB  as  given  in  this  paper,  but  no  one  could  be  found 
who  could  give  the  necessary  time  to  the  work  before  going  to 
press  with  the  volume  of  Transactiofis.  The  columns  which  are 
not  filled  are  vacant  because  those  having  these  calculations  in 
charge  did  not  have  time  to  make  them. 

The  excuse  for  presenting  these  calculations  with  the  incom- 
pleteness mentioned  is,  first,  that  the  corrections  were  expected 
before  the  final  printing  ;  and,  finally,  because  it  is  doubtful  if  any 
of  the  calculated  results  are  of  enough  value  to  make  it  worth 
while  to  recalculate  them. 

KEY  TO  TABLES. 


Kind  of  Iron...... 

»•  Iroquois  "  (coke). 

"HInkle"  (charcoal). 

Sonthem. 

Foundries. 

White 

Number  of  Series. 

18      8      4      5      6 

7       8       9      10     11     12 

14     18     15 

19     16     18 

17    ' 

Intended  Si 

1.00  1.50  2.00  8.60  8.00  8.50 

1.00  1.50  2.00  2.50  8.00  3.50 

At.  Si.  by  Analysis 

.81  1.80  1.88  8.01  8.19  8.01 

.98  1.17  1.67  2.23  2.71  8.06 

8.81  8.18  8.51 

.76  1  76  2.06 

.98 
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TABLE  L 


No. 
Teat 
Bar. 

**  Iroquois'* 

TxBT  Babe 

.  i"  o  X  12". 

No.  ov 
Sbbixs. 

Mat. 

Max. 

Eqaiv'lent 
Load  on 
Test  Bar 

♦"Qxl2". 

StreMper 

BrMdth. 

Height. 

Fibre 
Dietance. 

Load  in 
Lbfl. 

In 
Inches. 

o  " 

In  Outer 

Fibre. 

1 

.501 

.608 

.251 

260 

.105 

256 

86.860 

2 

.500 

.496 

.248 

275 

.11 

279 

40,280 

8 

.510 

.502 

.251 

285 

.16 

277 

89,920 

4 

.515 

.504 

.252 

287 

.12 

274 

89,470 

1....^ 

5 

.505 

.502 

.251 

287 

.126 

282 

40.600 

6 

.508 

.602 

.251 

296 

.14 

288 

41.500 

7 

.502 

.505 

.252 

298 

.12 

291 

41,920 

8 

.512 

.508 

.254 

800 

.126 

284 

40.850 

9 

.505 

.508 

.251 

812 

.18 

805 

48,900 

11 

.500 

.505 

.252 

825 

.20 

818 

45.800 

12 

.511 

.669 

.264 

880 

.20 

811 

44.800 

13 

.512 

.503 

251 

880 

.215 

818 

45,800 

2  ... 

14 

.504 

.502 

.251 

840 

.20 

884 

48,200 

15 

.515 

.505 

.252 

844 

.28 

827 

47.100 

16 

.514 

.610 

.255 

848 

.28 

825 

46,800 

17 

508 

.600 

.260 

852 

.21 

849 

50.300 

21 

.506 

.504 

.252 

872 

.245 

862 

52.100 

22 

.502 

.506 

.253 

877 

.24 

866 

52.700 

28 

.504 

.509 

.254 

881 

.25 

864 

52.460 

8....- 

24 

.611 

.607 

.258 

891 

.255 

872 

53,600 

26 

.612 

.506 

.252 

895 

.285 

878 

54,500 

26 

.517 

.502 

.251 

405 

.295 

888 

55,800 

27 

.620 

.510 

.255 

406 

.80 

826 

46,950 

81 

.408 

.500 

.250 

405 

.27 

406 

58,500 

82 

.507 

.498 

.249 

416 

.816 

418 

59.550 

88 

.605 

.604 

.252 

420 

.81 

409 

59.000 

4..... 

84 

.496 

.502 

.261 

428 

.29 

428 

61,700 

85 

.500 

.499 

.249 

480 

.88 

481 

62.050 

86 

.506 

.500 

.250 

438 

.82 

482 

62,200 

87 

.509 

.508 

.251 

450 

.85 

486 

62,800 

41 

.609 

.602 

.251 

410 

.275 

399 

57,500 

42 

.508 

.506 

.258 

415 

.285 

899 

57.500 

48 

.508 

,500 

.260 

420 

.27 

417 

60.000 

5.... 

44 

.505 

.504 

.252 

480 

.3a5 

418 

60,250 

45 

.498 

.500 

.250 

482 

.285 

483 

62,400 

46 

.504 

.499 

.249 

440 

.815 

488 

68,100 

47 

.504 

.508 

.251 

465 

.855 

455 

65.600 

51 

.525 

.514 

.257 

450 

.29 

405 

58.300 

52 

.495 

.497 

.248 

450 

.83 

460 

66.800 

6....- 

58 

.505 

.501 

.250 

450 

.83 

448 

63.800 

54 

.522 

.513 

.256 

480 

.855 

486 

62,800 

55 

.504 

.499 

.249 

495 

.40 

498 

71.000 

56 

.510 

.501 

.250 

500 

.40 

488 

70.500 

Fibre  stress  =r  144  x  Load. 
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TABLE   IL 


No. 
Test 
Bar. 

" 

H1NK1.E  " 

Test  Bun 

,  i"  0  X  IS 

t/^ 

No.  of 
Series. 

_ 

Max." 

Max. 

Deflection 

EqulrMent 
Load  on 

Stress  per 
0  "  in 

Breadth. 

Height. 

Fibre  Dis- 

Load in 

in 

Test  Bar 

Ooter 

tance. 

Lbs. 

Inches. 
.155 

♦"a    X 
12". 

Fibre. 

61 

.606 

.508 

.251 

320 

318 

45,100 

(id 

.499 

.506 

.253 

827 

.16 

817 

45.600 

63 

.506 

.504 

.252 

380 

.15 

330 

46,100 

64 

.510 

.507 

.258 

335 

,165 

319 

45.900 

7....- 

65 

.502 

.500 

.250 

340 

.165 

348 

50,100 

66 

.519 

.506 

.253 

847 

.17 

286 

41.200 

67 

.515 

.510 


.256 

370 

.20 

845 

49,600 

^ 

71 

.501 

.503 

.251 

380 

.255 

374 

58,800 

73 

.501 

.508 

.251 

380 

.265 

374 

53,800 

73 

.501 

.500 

.250 

3a5 

.25 

384 

55.300 

8....- 

74 

.504 

.503 

.251 

392 

.285 

384 

55.300 

75 

.501 

.509 

.254 

405 

.285 

390 

56,200 

76 

.509 

.505 

.252 

405 

.32 

390 

56,200 

77 

.512 

.503 

.251 

418 

.835 

405 

58,300 

81 

.510 

.507 

.253 

320 

.20 

305 

43,900 

82 

.504 

.498 

.249 

322 

.195 

322 

46,300 

83 

.506 

.512 

.256 

322 

.195 

308 

44,300 

0....- 

84 

.512 

.507 

.2,58 

322 

.215 

305 

43.920 

85 

.505 

.504 

.252 

3:i3 

.22 

324 

46.700 

86 

.517 

.508 

.254 

335 

.     .21 

313 

45.100 

87 

.503 

.504 

.253 

345 

.19 

337 

48,500 

91 

.507 

.508 

.251 

412 

.30 

401 

57,700 

92 

.509 

.495 

.247 

420 

.31 

481 

62,100 

98 

.497 

.508 

.251 

440 

.33 

434 

02.500 

10. ...  - 

94 

.507 

.500 

.250 

445 

.366 

432 

62,^200 

95 

.508 

.504 

.252 

448 

.83 

484 

62.500 

96 

.505 

.r,05 

.252 

450 

.40 

437 

68,000 

97 

.499 

5U0 

.250 

456 

.88 

465 

65,500 

101 

,522 

.513 

.256 

400 

.28 

864 

52,400 

102 

.497 

.499 

.249 

400 

.li6 

404 

58,200 

108 

.503 

.504 

.252 

428 

.29 

418 

60,200 

11....- 

104 

.510 

.500 

.250 

460 

.805 

450 

64.800 

105 

.503 

.602 

.251 

470 

.86 

463 

66,700 

106 

.521 

.520 

.260 

501) 

.84 

443 

63,800 

107 
111 

.510 

.508 

.254 

383 

,36* 

868 

52,300 

112 

.508 

.506 

.253 

420 

.28 

408 

58.100 

12  ... 

118 

.506 

.502 

.251 

448 

.83 

489 

63.800 

114 

.507 

.500 

.250 

455 

.36 

448 

64.600 

116 

.507 

.506 

.253 

461 

.8:^5 

448 

63,800 

lie 

.507 

.500 

.250 

468    • 

.37 

461 

66.300 

Fibre  stress  =  144  x  Load. 
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TABLE  m. 


No. 
Teet 
Bar. 

Rboobd  of 

Test  Babb  k"  a  x  IJJ". 

No.  of 
Seriei. 

Max. 

Max. 

Deflection 

EqulT'lent 
Load  on 
Test  Bar 

i"  Q    X 

19". 

Stress  per 

Breadth. 

Height. 

Fibre  Di»- 
tonce. 

Load  in 
Lbs. 

in 
Inches. 

D  " 

inOater 
Fi^re. 

121 

.620 

.510 

.256 

870 

.206 

842 

49,800 

14  .:..• 

122 

.501 

.601 

.250 

880 

.205 

874 

68,800 

' 

128 

.511 

.510 

.255 

885 

.205 

862 

62,100 

181 

.505 

.506 

.262 

870 

.215 

869 

61,700 

182 

.506 

.580 

.266 

880 

.19 

884 

48,100 

13. . . . 

188 

.512 

.506 

.252 

380 

.225 

868 

52,300 

184 

.506 

.504 

.252 

890 

.22 

880 

64,700 

185 

.496 

.497 

.248 

890 

.226 

897 

67.200 

. 

136 

.492 

.515 

.257 

456 

.265 

440 

68.400 

141 

.500 

.500 

.250 

890 

.21 

890 

56.200 

142 

.509 

.504 

.252 

400 

.286 

386 

55.600 

143 

.506 

.503 

.251 

410 

.226 

400 

57.600 

15... 

144 

.508 

.609 

.254 

428 

.845 

401 

57.700 

145 

.493 

.519 

.259 

440 

.22 

414 

59,600 

146 

.491 

.510 

.255 

450 

.285 

440 

68,400 

147 

.504 

.502 

.251 

450 

.256 

44^ 

68.600 

. 

148 

.497 

.500 

.250 

450 

.26. 

454 

66,400 

161 

.507 

.520 

.260 

350 

.095 

819 

45,900 

152 

.622 

.502 

.251 

870 

.10 

851 

50.600 

19.... 

158 

.491 

.506 

.258 

875 

.10 

872 

58.600 

154 

602 

506 

.258 

880 

.11 

869 

53,200 

156 

.510 

.505 

.252 

390 

.12 

874 

53.800 

. 

156 

.517 

.512 

.256 

395 

.11 

864 

52.400 

r 

161 

.522 

.495 

.247 

350 

.22 

842 

49,800 

162 

.501 

.509 

.254 

855 

.22 

841 

49,100 

16  ... 

168 

.504 

.504 

.252 

380 

.26 

871 

58.400 

164 

.522 

.498 

.249 

890 

.25 

876 

54,200 

165 

.626 

.510 

.255 

395 

.265 

360 

51.800 

. 

166 

.616 

•495 

.247 

395 

.27 

891 

56,300 

171 

.608 

.498 

.249 

426 

.24 

425 

61.800 

172 

.607 

.497 

.248 

443 

.26 

442 

63,700 

18....- 

178 

.610 

.495 

.247 

450 

.266 

450 

64,900 

174 

.510 

.501 

.250 

458 

.27 

442 

68,700 

. 

175 

.512 

.503 

.261 

461 

.26 

444 

64.000 

( 

181 

.602 

.487 

.243 

418 

.18 

486 

62.600 

17....]  i     182 

.494 

.498 

.249 

455 

.18 

481 

69,800 

183 

.495 

.506 

.253 

487 

.187 

480 

69.100 
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TABLE  IV. 


1 
1 

i 

Babs  V'd  X  1«". 

1 

Deflection. 

Set. 

JS 

i 

< 

i 
§ 

5 

i 

< 

§ 

1 

14 

Ai" 

.165 

Vm 

.16 
.17 

.145 
.18 

.'i55' 

.17 

.175 

;i65" 

.155 
.16 

.is" 

.085 

.175 

.18 

.18 

.18 

.16 

.165 

.15 

.16 

.15 

.0925 
.0925 
.0985 

,29" 
.265 
.25 
.265 

'.m 

'.^" 

;246' 
.265 

.'2i5* 

;i95' 

.5/0 

.21 

;22  ' 

.28 

.22 

.225 

.21 

.1225 
.1225 
.1285 

2 

082 
.082 

!628 
.022 
.024 

.026 
.086 

028 
028 
082 

026 

018 
018 

016 

006 

028 

08 

028 

08 

016 

018 

018 

018 

014 

0 
0 
0 

8 

4 

22 
26 
84 

'.m 

.066 

5 

45 
52 

62 

72 

76 

87 

98 

102 

104 

118 

122 
185 
186 
141 
145 
146 
148 

156 
161 
162 
164 
166 
171 
172 
178 
174 
175 

181 
182 
188 

.056 

^ 

.06 

7 

» 1 

9 

10 

!684 
.072 

11 ■ 

12 

14 

!654 
.066 

" 1 

15 

19 

.086 

.OS* 
.08 
.082 

16 

18 

17 ■ 

'.082 
.084 
.088 

.084 
.082 

0 
0 
0 
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STRENGTH  OF  CAST  IRON. 


TABLE  V. 


Size  of  Test  Bar. 

r'a  X  12". 

1 

1 

-        - 

•    , 

Kind  or  Iron. 

o 

i 

d 

5 

1 

h 

.52 

^•2 

Max.  Load 
in  Lbs. 

II 
Is 

1       Stress 
per  a  " 
Outer  Fibre 

m 

1174 

Modulus 

of 
Elasticity. 

1 
14S.4 

1 

3 

1.06 

1.04 

.099 

2637.6 

.117 

40,000 

11.410,000 

1 

1.04 

1.04 

.52 

.097 

2641.8 

.123 

42,500 

1223 

11.180,000 

lrJV.4 

2 

23 

1.06 

1.01 

.52 

.099 

1990 

.096 

81,868 

904 

8,820,000 

III. 

24 

1.04 

1.04 

.59 

.097    2290 

.117 

36,840 

1063 

18,260.000 

IJt!    T* 

8 

45 

1.04 

1.01 

.0975  2499 

89,800 

11,800,000 

"Iroquois" 

46 

1.04 

1.08 

isis 

.094    12787.8 

.142 

46,000 

i279 

10,510,000 

iui's 

(colce). 

4 
5 
6 

67 

1.04 

1.04 

.52 

.097     -2580 

.148 

41,505 

1194 

14,610,000    llMi.i^ 

68 

1.06 

1.04 

.52 

.098    2660 


.157 

42,856 

1220 

12,620,000  j2lh.M 

iii 

i!o4 

iioi 

.... 

!697'  i2i75** 

.m 

SS^OOO 

!!!! 

"id,ibb',666  '...\'^ 

112 

1.04 

1.04 

.'52' 

.097    2254 

.104 

36,864 

1048 

15,800,000    117.2 

7] 

138 

1.06 

1.08 

.515 

.098    2092 

.104 

84,778 

966 

9,460,000 

108.7 

134 

1.08 

1.08 

.515 

.098    2280 

.115 

87,809 

1075 

18,670,000 

181.1 

8] 

156 

1.04 

1.08 

.515 

.094    :2416 

.142 

89,710 

1810 

10,610,000 

171. & 

155 

.52 

2496 

•  • . . 

37,682 

"1 

177 

i!M 

i!64 

.52 

!697" 

2881 

.122 

87,500 

i679 

10,800,666 

142.1 

"Hinlcle" 

178 

1.04 

1.03 

.515 

.094 

2380 

.128 

89,700 

1112 

11.600,000 

149. » 

(chare*  )al). 

h;ss 

1.03 

1.02 

.51 

.091 

2100 

.115 

36,300 

1000 

10,860,000 

120.7 

1.04 

1.04 

.52 

.097 

2270 

.137 

36,518 

1050 

10J»0,000 

\f&A 

"]i^ 

1.04 

1.04 

.52 

.097 

2150 

.106 

84,.\88 

996 

11,540,000 

118.9 

1.04 

1.04 

.52 

.097 

2480 

.150 

38,092 

1126 

0,760,000  !lN2.2 

«i 

244 

1.03 

1.08 

.515 

.098 

2105.6 

.106 

85,000 

998 

9,620,000    110.4 

SoQtbem 

"I 

277 

l.W 

1.08 

.515 

.094 

2420 

.069 

^,776 

1180 

10,790,000    107.6 

278 

1.01 

i.oeii 

,51 

.069 

2762 

.100 

47,500 

1841 

16.150.000 

188.1 
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TABLE  VI. 

1 

Size  OF  TiST  Bar,  V'a  x  24". 

Kind  or  Iron. 

o 

0 

z 

Is 

oment  of 
ncrtia. 

ax.  Load 

a-*  ir^ 

Hi 

i 

?; 

'] 

8 

« 

m 

a- 

s- 

.  ^0. 

^- 

»=**- 

X 

( 

1.04 

1.04 

.69 

.097 

980 

.8:0 

81,671 

468 

11,890,000 

151.9 

4 

1.08 

1.08 

.516 

.008 

1,045 

84,700 

i 

*•! 

26 

l.CH 

1.04 

.52 

.097 

1,010 

.'886 

82,500 

467* 

l£.:lH).il66 

194;4" 

25 

1.04 

1.04 

.58 

.097 

1,086 

.885 

88,888     479 

n;4iM).iioo 

199.48 

49 

1.05 

1.02 

.51 

.098 

1,176 

.49 

88,650     549 

Vl:Mti.itOO 

287.8 

3 

48 

1.02 

1.02 

.51 

.090 

14»0 

.5925 

48,817 

620 

]2.<rMji00 

882.16 

*'  Iroqaoiv  " 

47 

1.04 

1.04 

.58 

.097 

1,250 

.4826 

40,218 

678 

13,iiK.,iO0 

801.66 

(coke). 

50 

1.04 

1.02 

.51 

.092 

1,276 

.61 

42,500 

601 

li..V.''.'.ilOO 

888.87 

4-; 

70 

1.06 

1.06 

.68 

.102 

1,210 

.596 

87,750 

660 

l^'.Mi.j.iKX) 

860 

69 

1.05 

1.04 

.5S 

.098 

1,200 

.67 

88,216 

650 

UJ.LJ!MOO 

342 

"•1 

91 

1.04 

1.04 

.68 

.097 

1.220 

.46 

39,258 

664 

n.t5 10,4100 

280.60 

92 

1.04 

1.08 

.515 

.094 

1,244 

.58 

40,921      681 

l(i,Li|UJJOO 

8«.44 

1 

^ » 

185 

1.08 

1.08 

.098 

1,066 

.340 

85,400 

1*tKio,i«0 

' ) 

136 

1.04 

1.04 

!62' 

.097 

1,080 

.865 

34,749 

500 

1ll.:ll^^00 

i97".i6 

«■; 

167 

1.04 

1.04 

.52 

.097 

1,060 

.8675 

88,786 

486 

; -.VMM  00 

192.03 

158 

l.(M 

1.08 

.616 

.094 

1,150 

.496 

:?7,800 

687 

]r^v:M,oo 

890.8 

»i 

180 

1.04 

1.04 

.097 

1,015 

32,600 

ll.^'ii.vW 

"Hlnkje" 

179 

1.08 

1.08 

.'5i5 

.098 

1,160 

.*87" 

38,410 

647* 

i^.:-'h,joo 

2i4*.6* 

(charcoal). 

10-! 

202 

1.04 

1.04 

.62 

.097 

1,086 

.899 

38,800 

477 

lU.-^ii.ijIOO 

201 

1.04 

1.03 

.516 

.094 

1,050 

.371 

84,500 

490.7 

i-r^xMiOO 

i94!77 

n\ 

224 

1.06 

1.06 

.68 

.101 

1,146 

.510 

36,100 

524 

iM'-ijlOO    298 

223 

1.04 

1.03 

.515 

.094 

1,200 

.47B 

89,478 

.560 

13...^MIOO   ,885 

«■! 

246 

1.04 

l.W 

.52 

.097 

1,240 

.438 

39,897 

674 

jsiJ^tMOO   ;267.8 

245 

1.03 

1.08 

.615 

.098 

1,400 

.646 

46,500 

660 

:2-^j<nJ0O    881.5 

r 

H-! 

279 

1.00 

1.00 

.50 

.088 

1,190 

.866 

43,058 

16,210.000 

217.1 

280 

1.02 

1.02 

.51 

.090 

1.210 

.886 

41.956 

681" 

14,960,000 

238.9 

Southern  .. 

,3{ 

366 

1.08 

1.01 

.60 

.0«8 

1,125 

.8«W 

4^).600 

12,900,000 

265 
297 

298 

1.04 

1.04 

.52 

.097 

1,220 

.895 

39,300 

664' 

11,740,000 

276.5' 

18-1 

lioi 

i.63 

.oiik 

r,ii7 

37*,666 

iiVebb^ooo 

r 

"••! 

878 

1.02 

1.08 

.515 

.092 

1,840 

.24 

41,168 

591 

19,100,000 

148.8 

1 

874 

1.04 

1.05 

.625 

.100 

1,846 

.26 

42,300 

622 

17,100,000 

175 

Foandries  .    { 

u\ 

810 

i.oe 

1.02 

.51 

.090 

1,026 

.897 

34,900 

497 

14,000,000    208 

309 

1.05 

1.02 

.51 

.098 

1,182 

.425 

38,828 

558 

18.700,000    246 

1 

,8{ 

388 

1.08 

1.08 

.515 

.098 

1,890 

.860 

45,800 

666 

15,898,000 

848 

8»4 

1.00 

1.04 

.52 

.098 

1,410 

.850 

46,900 

676 

15,600,000 

Malleable 17  | 

822 

1.02 

1.04 

.62 

.096 

1,424 

.19 

46,700     677 

22,000,000   '3.% 
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TABLE 

VII. 

81EK  OF  Ts8T  Bab,  1"  a  x 

48". 

i 

I 

i 

Kind  of  Iron. 

'S. 

i 

.096 

h 

is 

601 

II 

s  ^      s 

i] 

7 

1.06 

1.06 

.516 

1.610    88,600 

888 

18,845,897 

878.15 

8 

1.04 

1.08 

.61 

.098 

684 

1.580     84,988 

847 

18,814,666 

896.84 

a] 

80 

1.04 

1.08 

.516     .094 

688 

1.945 

36,450 

851 

18,800,000   508 

99 

1.08 

1.01 

.606 

.087 

668 

1.760 

89,150 

8« 

18,600,000   891.76 

"Iroqnols" 

.. . 

.... 

.... 

... 



(Coke). 

4] 

'74 

i!04 

i!68 

.'5i' 

.098 

584 

i.*766 

86,666 

86i 

'l2,'6bb',666   467!  86 

78 

1.08 

1.08 

.61 

.091 

578 

8.840 

88,948 

878 

13,500,000  ,647.86 

6 

96 

1.08 

1.01 

.606 

.088 

680 

1.760 

40,400 

878 

18,400,000  !510.O4 

96 

1.04 

1.01 

.606 

.069 

690 

1.040 

40,200 

880 

18,600,000  ;578.80 

e] 

118 

1.04 

1.08 

.61 

.098 

689 

1.860 

85,988 

854 

18,896,017   501.87 

. 

117 

1.04 

1.04 

.68 

.097 

574 

1.960 

86,960 

866 

li;n0,000   608.58 

?{ 

140 

1.06 

1.08 

.616 

.096 

456 

1.8U0 

29.588 

811 

14,100,000   896.40 

189 

1.08 

1.08 

.61 

.090 

480     1 .450     ^,608 

tso 

18,100,000   848.00 

s] 

168 

1.04 

1.08 

.515 

.094 

4S8    1.580 

81,M4 

885 

18,600,000   868.78 

161 

1.06 

1.04 

.68 

.099 

574    1.900 

86,800 

861 

18,800,000   546.80 

9] 

184 

1.04 

1.08 

.61 

.098 

585    1.510 

85,000 

847 

18,800,000    896.S7 

"Hlnkle" 

188 

1.06 

1.04 

.68 

.098 

686 

1.440 

88,808 

848 

18,150,000   879.16 

(Charco*]). 

10 1 
11] 

.... 

... 

... 



S28 

i!64 

i!68 

!6i5 

!694 

678 

8.080 

87,887 

870 

*ii*6bb*,666 

688.78 

ftstr 

1.06 

l.Otf 

.616 

.096 

588 

1.890 

87,467 

967 

18,600,000 

560.96 

12] 

360 

1.04 

1.08 

.616 

.094 

488 

1.780 

88,000 

885 

11,500,000 

416.98 

849 

1.06 

1.04 

.68 

.099 

680 

1,740 

88,745 

886 

11,400,000 

468.00 

Sonthern 

"1 

88S 

1.08 

1.00 

.60 

.085 

608 

1.680 

48,600 

895 

15,000,000 

476.87 

881 

1.01 

0.99 

.496 

.081 

688 

1.660 

46,786 

811 

16,900,000 

486.16 
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TABLE  Vin. 


8 

i 

SlEE  OF  TkST  Bak,  1"  0 

X  64". 

*c    ',  ♦* 

1 

Kind  of  Iron. 

!  ^ 

5 

t 

il 

1   . 

1^ 

^.5 

fl 

It 

1 

r 

>{1 

1.08 

1.02 

.51 

.090 

457.8 

1.78 

85.000 

819 

14/J"C.fK)0 

895.90 

1.08 

1.08 

.51 

.091 

478 

1.92 

36;J12 

82? 

14.'i.v..fO0 

466.88 

H 

fti 

1.04 

1.08 

.515 

.094 

468 

2.15 

34,615 

818 

12-^^MiOO 

508.10 

81 

1.04 

1.03 

.515 

.094 

478.2 

2.18 

35,000 

881 

18iiN,^00 

615.78 

»] 

58 

l.(M 

1.03 

.515 

.094 

612 

2.41 

37,889 

889 

12.s]T,^W 

616.96 

•Iroqnols"  , 

(Coke). 

54 

1.08 

1.08 

.515 

.098 

628.2 

2.86 

30,200 

846 

18.44;.>>00 

617.87 

<\ 

75 

1.02 

1.08 

.51 

.090 

500 

2.87 

38,228 

840 

14.-i;^ri.LJ27 

592.50 

76 

1.04 

1.08 

.51 

.092 

582.8 

2.59 

40,000 

851 

18,-l-ixOO 

689.97 

M 

97 

1.08 

1.03 

.515 

.0986 

540 

2.66 

40,178 

854 

12,^:p«i.'K)0 

718.80 

98 

1.02 

1.08 

.51 

.0902 

540 

2.44 

41,261 

859 

12.M'<i.i!00 

658.80 

•] 

lao 

1.08 

1.08 

.51 

.001 

420 

1.97 

81,818 

800 

WSW'i:^ 

413.70 

119 

1.02 

1.08 

.51 

.0908 

480 

2.04 

82,874 

806 

ll.Vl+lJJOO 

488.60 

7] 

141 

1.04 

1.08 

.515 

.0940 

480.4 

1.76 

82,500 

805 

14,^>,fi00 

886.67 

148 

1.04 

1.02 

.51 

.0919 

460 

1.80 

34,584 

217 

14.4"*.M«00 

414.00 

sj 

164 

1.04 

1.02 

.51 

.0919 

445 

1.90 

88,406 

209 

ia.^iK..<oo 

482.7« 

168 

1.08 

1.08 

.51 

.0908 

480 

2.86 

86,600 

880 

14-^^00 

566.40 

9 

185 

1.08 

1.02 

.51 

.0910 

490 

2.89 

37,121 

888 

13          00 

585.55 

"Hinkle" 

186 

1.02 

1.02 

.51 

.0902 

490.5 

2.28 

87,500 

885 

13          00 

560.17 

(Charcoal).  ' 

10  j 

207 

1.08 

1.02 

.51 

.0909 

454 

2.88 

34,898 

816 

18          00 

528.91 

206 

1.08 

1.02 

.51 

.0909 

468 

2.46 

85,000 

280 

\%j:a^k\i^ 

566.98 

11  i 
1« 

229 

1.04 

1.02 

.51 

.0919 

486 

2.20 

36,486 

va 

12;^vi. 1.100 

584.60 

280 

1.08 

1.02 

.51 

.0909 

520 

2.68 

88,893 

847 

18.1'«M>00 

681.90 

k 

288 

'V.66' 

'  V.66* 

".M* 

VoSb' 

478* 

"l.W 

'  88*,860' 

*889* 

'la^iooiooo' 

473;i^ 

Sootbern 

"{ 

284 

1.08 

1.00 

.50 

.0860 

494 

1.48 

39,381 

848 

15,800,000 

865.5« 

288 

1.01 

1.00 

.» 

.0640 

580 

1.87 

42,604 

m 

15,000,000 

496.65. 

46 
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TABLE  IX. 


Kind  of  Iron. 


03      1      ti 

•g      1 

. 

*    a 

A 

o.  of 
o.  Te 

roadt 

I 

^ 

i 

W 

SizB  or  Tk8t  Bar,  2" 


2.00 
2.05 
2.04 
2.01 
2.02 
2.03 
2.03 
2.03 


1.00 
1.0* 
1.03 
1.03 
1.00 
1.02 
1.01 
1.00 


!  !   1.00 


«« 


'  «rt^  lis" 


r 


.1067 

.117 

.135 

.142 

.142 

.147 

.133 

.147 


.30900 
.34M7 
.H3250 
.84100 
.38300 
.88174 
.37000 


1027.6 

096 

952 

J.76 
1010 
1066 
1037 
1088 


.87S21 


t 


2.08  1.03  .515  .184  40:10 
2.04  1.02  .51  ,  .180  4260 
2.04     1.04    I   .52       .191       4284 


2.0C  , 
2.a5 
2.03 
2.02  ' 
2.05 

2.00 ; 


Southeni, 


1.04  '    .52 

1.02  .51 

1.00  I    .50 

1.00  '   .50 

1.00  .50 

1.00  .50 


.193 
.181 


3711 
8840 
41(X) 
4120 
8670 
.1666  :  3675 


.168 
.1708 


1084 


.187  .83-«6  964 
.186  .3640»)  11027 
.8 -.000  1010 


12,700,000  Z^7 
11.180,000  »|s 
11,490,000  2:ii 
10,840,000  2!»l 
12,240,000  ian 
12,390,000  m^ 
12,000,000  !2t-e 
11,440,000  Slit 


10,190,000  842 


10,900,000 
11,290.000 
10,120,000 


2.04   1.04   .52   .191  I  4700 
2.04  I  1.02  :  .51.  ^  .180  I  4830 


147  '  .80000  

129  !  .8-^465  918 

187  '  .'^'^'^^  'l009 

.86800  '1019.6 

.8333)  '  919 

83075  I  918 


.128 

.1154 

.118 


.105 
.133 


I 

.3H3n8  ;1108 
.40800  11161 


9,000,000 
9,800,000 
10,990,000 
11.600,000 
10,800,000 
10,000,000 

12,450,000 
11,290,000 


2*7 
2Ki> 
2fn* 

9U] 
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TABLE  X. 


d 

h 

! 

Size  op  Test  Bar,  2"  x   1"  x  24". 

1 

1 

Kind  of  Iron. 

5 

1 

si 

31^ 

5 

1  \M 

Ifo    is      1 
ill   II      1 

l.» 

13 

HM 

1.<M 

.m 

.m 

1,821 

.3»s 

2I>,430   ,*S         lOAVI.rKW  W^i.M 

*  t 

li    ?^^** 

1.W3 

,515 

jm 

1,«W 

??i.4;i    iy.»oo.ix» 

/ 

2-' 

36,  2.TO 

1.00 

.ni» 

.UM 
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lilmMm'^' 

1 

10] 

180 

aj« 

um 

.ftia 

.u^ 

hm 

.aft^ 

«SI,75ft 

44tf 

u,*iO,€no 

m.m 

11^* 

28?, 

a'l^ 

\'Jn 

!iii' 

ano'iiVis 

!i.^fl' 

SflJiMi 

r,itV*^ 

ii.wWifis^H' 

^ 

"  * 

231 

a.iwf 

JJXI 

.Trfl 

jrti«i,a.2in 

,4HS 

3i.:»i» 

5SS,5 

i^.tm.(m:ii^T 

12* 

255 

2ji: 

J. IB* 

,M 

.183^  '  ],1M0 

.45<l 

aaj^j 

tO.UO(k.0DQ 

. , , 

1 

256 

2jn 

1   01 

.60 

.Hi  ;  s.oj(j 

.4t30 

.'*i,*Si.l 

..  .. 

,<****« 

^*] 

288 

a.iiji 

1.04 

M 

.  lyiM '  \,m\ 

m.m 

ii,aoo,ooo 

287 

a  (to 

IhOO 

,MJ 

Atm   52.iH5 

[32M 

30,810 

51  i;^    lS;filXLOfiiJ?ffKt 

Soathern.   • 

13 -< 

267 

2.  IK) 

1  .W 

.fK» 

IHlfrt    2.155     4<N 

m,m 

,VM1.5  1  1  J,wn(MM)()M«( 

268 

299 

2,(14 

1  ,f« 

,51 

JSCill 

V^^    .4X1^ 

mi«5 

SmA     ia.4iX^0TO,4*3.B0T 

I 

15] 

300 

.... 

..^» 

»!t./ 

1     l-»*'               K    F    4    *    ^ 

».-.  i^ 

*■•-•*•■'■         "Hi* 

19 -< 

875 

2  OS 

1,01 

.sm 

.374S   ».ftJH»i  .ftl5 

4H,1(« 

fi4n 

!T.*KX^000  417 

r 

376 

2.(jS 

Km 

..VI6 

irs4 ,  if.t.'m  ,inw 

i^.'JiVi    075 

10.W10,000  r)05 

Poandiies.  - 

16*  5r^ 

2  01 

JK> 

41*5 

Jf^5J5    l,liH    ,.175 

at.TiWa    rj4(8 

Id.wnrtKi  3r^t 

< 

311 

2,11^ 

1.01 

..vri 

JTiH!  2.044    A*i7 

^■^,tu*tn  ^m 

1i!.6((f},iif«J,fi25 

18  { 

336 

l.iW* 

jr» 

.41«1 

Arm  la.t«   ,a»i 

■It.WJfi    .174 

H.3W0.0H0,    .,,„* 

■ 

385 

2.(»4 

\M 

.MD 

.iHrt    a,4#)    3ii« 

4l,aiKJ    5S^ 

is.rioo.ooo  4m 

Ifalleable.    <^ 

17  i 

323 

2.(Vi 

\.^ 

.51 

IWI      «,flfli>    .1118 

4?i.3ri(i    06^ 

14,«IIKmMrS57 

*    « 

3IM 

2j^^ 

MH 

.tfl 

Am 

J001 

.'Jg^ 

lLi.*i>(.J 

f571 

SI.iriVi.OiMi 

?IM 

Digitized  by 


Google 


710 


STRENGTH  OF  CAST  IRON. 


TABLE  XI. 


8 
4 

•I 


•I 


10 


11 


12 


-») 

19  1 


Si£B  OF  TiwT  Bar,  8  "  o  x  84". 


81 

82 
108 
104  |2 
12512 
126  2 


148 '2. 
147,2. 
170  12. 
16912. 
191 ,2. 
192  2. 
21412. 
218  2. 

285  2 

286  2 

257  |2. 

258  2 
i 

290  2 
289  2 
269  2 

,  270  ^ 

1801 

I  802  2 


.05 
.05 
.04 
.05 
.05 
.04 
.08 
.10 
.06 
06 
06 
05 

05 
07 
05, 


2.05 
2.05 
2.03 
2.04 
•a. 02 
2.02 
2.04 
2.05 
2.05 
2.081 
2.04, 
2.04' 

2.03'  1 
2.08,1 
2.07  1 
0712.06  1 


1.026 
1.025 
1.015 
1.020 
1.010 
1.010 
1.020 
1.025 
1.025 
1.015 
1.020 
1.020 


1.4723 

1.4728 

1.422 

1.450 

1.409 

1.402 

1.4714 

1.508 

1.478 

1.486 

1.456 

1.450 


06 
,07 
.06 
,05 
.10 

10 
.05 
.08 

03 
.08 
.07 
.05 


16 
18 
17 


877 

1378 

,814 

1813 

j|888 

}  837 

j'826 

1|825 


2.08  1 
2.031 1 
2.08i  1 
2.03, 1 
2.07  1 
2.07  1 
2.04,1 
2.0411 

I 
2.031 
2.03i  1 
2.04  1 
2.04' 1 
.04  2.02  1 
04  2.03  1 


010 
015 
035 
,080 
.015 
.015 
.015 
,015 
.085 


1.408 
1.443 
1.516 
1.508 
1.436 
1.448 
1.436 
1.429 
1.552 
0851.552 
020  1.450 
020  1.457 


2.07 
05 
2.02 
2.10 
2.02 


.015  1.415 
01511.415 
.020  1.465 
.020 '1.450 
.010  1.4015 
.016  1.422 


1.08 

1.015 

1.015 


2.06 

2.08 
03 

2.04  1.02 

2.01  1.005 
2.08,2.08  1.015 
2.0312.08,1.015 
2.08.2.06|l.025 


1.508 
,1.429 
1.408 
1.486 
1.868 
1,415 
1.415 
il.456 


6,300 
6.500 
6,900 
7,200 
7,000 
7,800 
6,700 
7,860 
8,400 
8,400 
5,950 
6,500 

6,600 
6,700 
6,800 
7.800 
6,800 
6,900 
6,480 
6,800 
6,800 
6.900 
7,000 
8,600 

8.250 
8.800 
8,400 
8,600 
8,400 
8,900 

9,500 
9,700 
7,100 
7,400 
8,000 
8.400 
18.400 
18,500 


.158 
.170 
.230 
.201 
.260 
255 
.2001 
.251 
.2701 
.270i 
.240 
.281 

.215 
.210 
.291 
.820' 
.249' 
2781 
.230 
.246' 
.250; 
.240 
.200 
.298' 

210* 
.210, 

I99I 
.218, 
.203 


26,815 
27,150 
29,759 
80,890 
80,114 
81,450 
27,872. 
29,980 
84.919 
86,100 
24,996 
27,487 

28,393 
28.281 
27.860 
80.150 
28.650 
29.125 
27,280 
28,650 
27.200 
27.600 
29,547 
36,124 

34,800 
85.728 
85.112 
85,878 
86.200 


185 

oo,ovv  1 

88,929 

215 

41,750 

209 

80.757 

210 

80,460 

195 

86,289 

210 

86.850 

182 

57.900 

180 

56,965 

749.4, 
778.8 
888. 2I 
860.8 
845.1 
886.8 
789.6 
858.7 
994.6 
1004.4 
708 
777.2 

796.8 

797.8 

801 

855.9 

818.1 

821 

774.9 

817 

782.2 

793.6 

837 
1028.5 
I 

,1001.2 
11007.2 
I  994.8 
1016.2 
1019.1 
1075 


11,480,000 
9,800,000 

10,820,000 
9,657,000 

10,610,000 
7,991.000 

10,700,000 
9,002,000 


9,762.000 
9,601,000 


9,277,000 

9.564,000 

10,^60,000 

10,806,000 
IO.6IO.OO0' 


497.7 

528.6 

793.5 

728.6 

910.2 

980.7 

670 

922.6 

1134 

1184 
714 
918  8 

709.4 
708.6 
989.5 

1168 
846.7 
941.9 
745.8 
886.4 
860 
828 
700 

1260 

866.4 
871.6 
836 
926.7 
852.8 
1082.5 


Digitized  by 


Google 


STRENGTH  OP  CAST  IRON. 


711 


TABLE  XII. 


Size  OP  Tb8T  Bar,  V  a  x  94''. 


18 
15 


I 

17 

18 

40 

89 

61 

62 

88 

84 

105 

106 

127 

128 

150 
149 
171 
172 
198 
194 
216 
215 
288 
287 
260 
259 


291 
271 
272 
304 

879 
880 
316 
815 
840 


827 


f 

8.05 
8.06 
8.06 
8.07 
8.15 
8.15 
8.11 
8.11 
8.09 
3.09 
3.04 
8.05 

8.18 
8.18 
8.09 
8.10 
3.08 
8.10 
8.10 
8.10 
8.09 
8.07 
8.05 
8.05 

8.06 
3.05 
8.09 
8.10 
8.06 
8.07 

8.09 
8.04 
3.12 
8.12 
3.01 
8.09 

8.04 
8.08 


8.08 

8.05 

8.06 

3.04 

8.09 

3.06 

8.04 

8.06 

3.02 

3.0311 

8.0211 

8.03|1 

8.04*1 

3.03  1 

8.04  1 
8.04  1 
8.04  1 
8.04  1 
8.04  1 

8.04  1 

8.05  1 
3.04  1 
8.04  1 
8.04il 


515 

525 

53 

52 

545 

58 

52 

58 

51 

515 

51 

515 

52 

515 

52 

52 

52 

52 

52 

52 

525 

52 

52 

52 


8.03!  1.515 


8.02 
8.07 
3.10 
8.05 
8.03 

8.08 
8.04 
8.04 
8.02 


1.51 
1.535 
1.55 
1  525 
1.515 

1.515 
1.52 
1.52 
1.51 


8.0411.52 
8.01 


2.95 
2.99 


II 


7.068 
7.285 
7.305 
7  188 
7.740 
7.520 
7.275 
7.425 
7.093 
7.162 

6  978 
7.068 

7.329 
7.281 
7.286 
7.255 
7.218 
7.255 
7.255 
7.255 
7.S07 
7.18« 
7.188 
7.1.38 

7.091 
7.000 
7.449 

7  695 
7.235 
7.114 

7.158 
7.118 
7.299 
7.160 
7.040 
7.022 


24,800 
25,600 
22.500 
23,100 
19,200 
19.300 
18,700 
19,900 
21,950 
24,400 
16,000 
19.500 

21,500 
22,800 
21.600 
22.750 
18,400 
19,800 
20,500 
20,600 
21,400 
21,750 
27,100 
28,700 

24,900 
25.600 
28,700 
24,400 
20.800 
24,600 

81,600 
81,600 
21,700 
22,600 
25.300 
25,400 


6.501  41,200 
6.745  42,400 


1-s 


.200 
.195 
.196 
.220 
.161 
.170 
.160 
.167 
.169 
.182 
.100 
.114 

.202 
.225 
.260 
.240 
.190 
.200 
.210 
.210 
.218 
.280 
.209 
.280 

.160 
.170 
.146 
.150 
.182 
.165 

.190 
.196 
.165 
.195 
.165 
.190 

.180 
.198 


81,900 
82,884 
28,283 
29.800 
22.982 
23,565 
28.412 
24.616 
28,052 
80,963 
20.784 
25,077 


28,660 
27.216 
28,574 
28,276 
24.241 
25,748 
25.874 
26,804 
27.601 
84,607 
86,650 

81,922 
83,152 
29.305 
29.475 
26.312 
31,489 

40.090 
39,200 
27,087 
28.585 
33.150 
82,652 

56,049 
55,889 


1.842 
1,871.5 
1,202 
1.286 

986.8 
1,001.4 

988.8 
1,046 
1.176 
1,808 

871 
1.055 

1,180 
1.206 
1.150 
1,207 

982.5 
1,024 
1.088 
1.098 
1.185 
1,165 
1,461 
1,548 


1.848 

1.390 

1,249 

1.269.8 

1.114.5 

1,322.5 


7,706,000 
7,667,000 


7,586,000 
7,586,000 
7.609,000 
7,837.000 
7,642,000 

7,506,000 

7,680.000 
7.985,000 

6.898,000 

I 

8,157,000 
8,664.000 


8,188.000 
8,272.000 


2,480 
2,496 
2,205.5 
2,541 
1,546 
1,641 
1,496 
1,662 
1,855 
2,221 
800 
1.111.5 

2,171.5 

2,565 

2,808.5 

2,730 

1,748.2 

1,980 

2,158 

2,163 

2,279  5 

2.501.5 

2.882 

8,301 

1.992 

2,175  5 

1.780 

1,880 

1,873 

2,029.5 


Digitized  by 


Google 


712 


STRENGTH   OF  CAST   IRON. 


TABLE  XIII. 


«e 

SiZB  OF 

Tbbt  Bar,  4"  a  x  84". 

'    No.  ofSerie 
No.  Test  Bai 

2 
4.03 

i 
& 

ii 

! 

.165 

1=1 
H 

»  1 

1 

1  ] 

20 

4.04 

2.02 

22.145 

29.100 

1,628 

6.586.000 

4.878 

19 

4.07 

4.06 

2.03 

22.695  5(^J>!K) 

.190 

80.061 

1,695 

5,321 

d  ^ 

42 

4.04 

4.02 

2.01 

21.87  1  4^.'M^o 

.1631  26,978 

1,506 

5,589,000 

3,986 

^}      41 

4.07 

4.03 

2.015 

22.196 

:i'J,ri[H) 

.220!  28.380 

1,586.6 

5.720 

o  i      64 

4.06 

4.08 

2.04 

22.98 

U    I'M} 

.150:  22,050 

1,250 

6,161,000 

8.105 

i 

63 

4.07 

4.06 

2.03 

22.695!  44jnut 

.170  28,619 

1.332 

3.740 

4 

85 

4.14 

4.04 

2.02 

22.76 

4^,'»0fl 

.170;  25.846 

1.460 

4.122 

86 

4.05 

4.04 

2.02 

22.26 

4!(JJi'() 

.170,  26,685 

1,497 

6,761.000 

4.165 

■'] 

108 

4.11 

4.07 

2.035 

23.09 

4I,::fii» 

.180'  21,844 

1.285 

6,298,000 

2.685 

107 

4.10 

4.06 

2.08 

22.86 

4:5.1*5  Ml 

.136|  23,394 

1.819 

2.985.6 

« 

130 

4.05 

4.05 

2.025 

22.48 

;^S».Hjii 

.154  21,184 

1.192 

4,860,000 

8.011 

129 

4.09 

4.05 

2.025 

22.645 

4:).  ^01) 

.189 

24.250 

1,364 

4.272 

7| 

162 

4.08 

4.06 

2.08 

22.78 

4H.iHM> 

.179 

22,950 

1.298 

6,218,000 

3,849.5 

151 

4.10 

4.00 

2.00 

21.875;  4.H.7no 

.190 

24,000 

1,882 

4.162 

»l 

173 

4.08 

4.06 

2.08 

22.78     Tii.^  iiio 

.186 

2^,150 

1,591 

'4,875 

174 

4.09 

4.00 

2.00 

21.815 

-"nl.ViKk 

.191 

29.810 

1.656.5 

6,083,000 

6.176 

'1 

195 

4.07 

4.07 

2.085 

23.865 

45.«>UU 

.176 

24.856 

1.877 

8,990 

196 

4.07 

4.06 

2.08 

22.695 

47JKH» 

.200 

26.820 

1,422 

6.385,000  14,700 

10  j 

218 

4.06 

4.05 

2.025 

22.48 

rjn.;iinj 

.170 

27,187 

1,580 

6,819.000  '4.276 

217 

4.07 

4.05 

2.025 

22.535 

5l^:^J|^ 

.164 

28,416 

1.598.6 

,4.321 

11 1 

240 

4.09 

4.06 

2.08 

22.854 

4t:,Finii 

.170 

22,767 

1.283 

4.918.000  ,3.621 

239 

4.08 

4.07 

2.085 

22.925 

-Ift.'Ji'Mi 

.180 

24.611 

1,391 

'4,158 

12 -j 

261 

4.13 

4.06 

2.03 

22.52 

44JUU 

.170 

24,000 

1,324 

3.774 

262 

4.06 

4.07 

2.035 

22.81 

A^m 

.180 

24,843 

1,404 

4.867.000  14.176 

14  j 

294 

4.06 

4.04 

2.02 

22.81 

riijiin) 

.136  27,985 

1.670 

6,086,000 '3.502 

298 

4.074.04 

2.02 

22.367 

0;i  KM) 

.166'  28.943 

1,624 

4.482 

,3| 

273 

4.1414.11 

2.055 

28.945 

r^ijm 

.140,  28,016 

1.599 

3,808 

274 

4.08 

4.12 

2.06 

28.78 

.>\7iiL» 

.ia5  28,968 

1,657     1  6,320,000 

8,760 

15  [ 

305 

4.10 

4.07 

2.085 

28.084 

fiCjMlU 

.1701  29,691 

1,678 

4,760 

306 

4.07 

4.07 

2.036 

22.865 

5(1  Tot) 

.162 

^0,288 

1,711.6 

5.818,000 

4.598 

■•! 

882 

4.06 

4.06 

2.08 

22.65 

67jKH» 

.111 

36.000 

381 

4.13 

4  05 

2.026 

22.88 

70,(^1  n» 

.120  .37.157 

"\ 

318 

4.06 

4.02 

2.01 

21.96 

4o,^jU 

.167  23,800 

317 

4.04 

4.a5 

2.026 

22.89 

46.600 

.I60!  24.754 

1 

«j 

841 

4.064.07 

2.oai 

22.81 

68,400 

.175,  31,238 

1 

1 

842 

4.01 

4.08 

2.04 

22.72 

59.000 

.170  31,800 

■') 

329 

4.04 

3.90 

1.950 

19.96 

92,000 

.148  53,852 

380 

4.03 

3.95 

1.975 

20.68 

92,000 

.110 

52.626 
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TABLE  XIV. 
AvBBAOB  Measured  Maximum  Load  (Transverse). 


1 

o 

1 

X    1     X 

a   ;   o   1   □ 
1      1 

h 

X 

X         ^          ^ 

I    ^          X         X 

^      1.   1  1. 

!  . 
1  s 

X 

D 

i  . 

D 

D 

1 
2 
8 
4 
5 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

14 
18 

15 

Id 

16 

18 

17 

289 
839 
889 
427 
430 
471 

888 
395 
829 
489 
448 
456 

378 
394 
427 

877 
878 
446 

471 

2,589 
2,140 
2.619 
2,620 

2*214 

2,186 
2,457 
2.356 
2.185 
2.290 
2,105 

2,591 

1.013 
1.023 
1,248 
1,107 
1,282 

1,073 
1.100 
1,088 
1,042 
1,172 
1.320 

1,200 
1,178 
1,117 

1,292 
1,104 
1,400 

1,424 

'  513 
550 

556 

585 
557 

468 
528 
527 

581 
501 

612 

'  468 

,  471 

:  518 

517 

540 

425 

450 
463 
490 
458 
503 
478 

512 

1 

1  4,181  i  1,857 
4,050  1,958 

i  4,300  1  2,290 
4,335  1.882 

12,077 

4,180  

4.080  1,708 
4,272  1,925 

1,T53 

3,775  i  

4.110  2.166 
3,670  2,807 

4,765  1.962 

2,200 

2.708 

.  .   2.079 
....  2,852 

'2,661 

6,400 

7,050 
7.150 
7.025 
8,400 
6,225 

6,650 
7,050 
6.850 
6.640 
6,850 
7,800 

8,275 
8,450 
8,650 

9.600 
7.250 
8,200 

18.450 

25,200 
22,800 
19.250 
19.800 
28,175 
17,750 

22,150 
22.175 
18,850 
20,550 
21,575 
27,900 

25,250 
24,050 
22.700 

31,600 
22,150 
25,350 

41,800 

54.500 
50.450 
42,700 
48,750 
42.600 
42,150 

48,;]50' 
53.45a 
46,800 
51,500. 
44,400 
45,40a 

52,450 
55,05a 
56.350 

68.50a 
44,50a 
58,700 

92,000 
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STRENGTH  OF  CAST  IRON. 


TABLE    XV. 
Aybraob  Maximum  Load  for  Nominal  Size  Bar' (Traksversb). 


S 

1 

|i 

Iron. 

9 

a 

a 

6 

K 

•♦• 

'^ 

1 

282 

2,292 

2 

826 

1.894 

*'Iroquol8"  . 

8 

865 

2,869 

iCoke) 

4 

422 

2,329 

6 

428 

.... 

6 

454 

1.982 

7 

821 

2,018 

8 

886 

2,146 

-Hinkle"    . 

9 

316 

2,158 

(Charcoal)    ) 

10 

482 

1,981 

. 

11 

424 

2,047 

12 

426 

1.944 

f 

U 

359 

2,424 

Soatheni...< 

U 

879 

1 

15 

416 

f 

19 

358 

Foundries. .  \ 

16 

363 

1 

18 

441 

Halleable.... 

17 

.  ... 

918 

914 

1.141 

1,046 

1,118 


468 
520 

5i8 

555 

1504 


489 
430 
481 
488 
503 
400 


972 '481  414 

1,046  I  469  430 

985 '  474  461 

936  I  . .  I  428 

1,036  5231468 

1,198  446  490 


1,181 
1,080 
1,015 

1,188 
1,024 
1,287 

1,297  ; 


611 


506 


3,975 
3,759 
4,171 
4.216 

4,147 

3,793 
8,956 

3,663 
4,066 
3,634 

8,858 


S     I 


§• 


1.687 
1.888 
2,173 
1.823 
1,962 


1.614 
1,925 
1.665 

2.104 
2,012 

1,877 
2,137 


2.708 
2.066 
2,342 

2,651 


5.962 
6.661 
6,858 
6,427 
7.888 
5,826 

6.299 
6.419 
6,440 
6,274 
6,091 
7,299 

7.936 
7.910 

8,272 

8.941 
6,789 
7.919 


24,112  52.555 
21.556  49.201 


17.459 
18,015 
22.186 
17,202 

20.791 
20.929 
17,828 
19,368 
20,406 
26,728 

24.409 
22,048 
21,661 

80,221 
20,882 
24.526 


40,682 
46.744 
40,247 
40.422 

40,964 
51,628 
44.114 
49,468 
42.14*3 
42,994 

50.649 
50.904 
58,857 

65,094 
44.217 
56,079 


12,786  41,968;  94,781 
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TABLE  XVI. 
Ayeraqb  Stress  pkb  d  Inch  on  Outer  Fibre. 


Iron.,     C 

00 


2s 


5-[ 


a  o  . 


1 

3 
4 
5 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

14 
18 
15 

19 
16 

18 


40,584 
46,944 
52,581 
60,664 
60,995i 
65,400  35,677 


41.250  88,052  33,690  35,606  35,773  30,872 
34,104  32,916137,438 "" '^"  '^'^" 


42,640 
41,930 


46,248 
55.568 
45,545 
62,222 
60,718 
61,201 

51,777 
54,553 
59,852 

51,526 
53,011 
63,446 


17    67,008 


36,886 
88,621 
38,852 
85,666 
86,840 
85,000 


41,085 
37,658 
40,087 


31,989 
37,665 
85,455 
88.700 
37,286 
43,127 


43,63842.504 

138.888 

136.561 


37.274 


34,807  83.828;  88.893 
38,934  37.540  39,115 
89,113  37,947  32,810 

958  40,729; 135,807 

36,270  82,846|  87,321 

31.070  83,617  33,866:29,056 
33,7991 35,279  85,606'  84,650 

34,154!  37.310j '29,973 

'34,696132,069 

87,647  37,939  36,595, 37,873 
32,144,39,700  33,702,86,217 


44,018 


42,584! 
86,856| 
46,350! 

46,700 


40.9671 34,727 


88,815 
38,477 


48,650 
87,101 
42,150 

47,710 


26.782 
29,974 
80,889 
28.926 
85,271 
26,216 

28,887 

28,884 
28,982 


28,758 
28,232  25,811 
27.400  27,202 
32,835  35,628 


82,142  29,536 
28,785  27,651 
28,273  22,834 
24,014  26.265 
29.507  22,619 
22,930  22,717 

27.714  28,022 
27,895  29,018 


35,615 
85,495 
37,225 


32,587 
29,890 
28,875 


89,741  40,286 
80,550  27,886 
85,687  32,692 


57,814 


55,944 


24,792 
27,801 
28.684 
24,168 

28,464 
28,487 
29,987 

36,088 
24,850 
81,526 

58,289 
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STRENGTH   OF   CAST  IRON. 


TABLE  XVII. 
Average  Measured  Maximum  Load  in  Terms  of  Section  of  Test  Bar 

f  D    X   12"   AND  l"a    X  Iti". 


208 
1,663 
220 
1.762' 
214 
1,712' 
208 
1,6G0! 
214 
1.712 
244 
l.OoO 


2,069! 

264 
2,112 

270 
2,162 


233 

213 

1.866; 

1,703 

•<ill   1 

197 

1.688 

1.576 

178  1 

167 

1,425' 

1,884 

179  1 

190 

1.429' 

1.523 

214  ; 

166 

1,717 

1.881 

164 

164 

1.314 

1,817 

205 
1.640 

205 
1.042 

174  I 
1.396 

190  I 
1.522 

200  I 
1.598 

258  I 
2,067 

234 

1,7811 
228  ! 
1.8701 
210  I 
1.6811 


300 

292 

2.400 

2,841 

227 

205 

1.812 

1,641 

256 

235 

2.050 

1,877 

420 

887 

3,862 

3,096 

1,855 

209 
1.669 

181 
1,447 

201 
1.608 

173 
1,3^9 

IV 
1,419 

205 
1.689 
215 
1,719 
220 
1,761 

167 
2,140 
174 
1.890 
229 
1,835 

853 

2,875 
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TABLE  XVHL 

Ayeraoe  Mazimuh  Load  for  NoMiHAii  Size  Bar  m  Tbrics  of  Section  of 
TkST  Bar  i"  d  x  12"  and  1"  n  x  12". 


1 

1 

1. 

Ie 

k 

k 

^ 

•: 

X 

Ie 

% 

I; 

1 

d 

□ 

n 

m 
D 

K 

r- 

n 

1  1 

" 

" 

^ 

■^ 

%i 

■^ 

rj 

V 

282 

286 

229 

234 

247 

248 

211 

186 

228 

205 

2.256 

2,292 

1.836 

1.872 

1,972 

1.987 

1.687 

1,490 

1,785 

1,642 

^ 

2 

826 

237 

228 

260 

242 

235 

285 

208 

200 

192 

^ 

2,608 

1,893 

1,828 

2,080 

1,932 

1,880 

1.883 

1.665 

1.596 

1,587 

§, 

3 

365 

296 

285 

270 

261 

272 

214 

162 

159 

J 

2,920 

2,369 

2,281 

2,161 

2,088 

2,173 

1,713 

1,292 

1.269 

» 

4] 

422 

291 

262 

259 

271 

264 

228 

201 

169 

183 

t 

8.876 

2,329 

2,092 

2,072 

2,170 

2,108 

1,823 

1.608 

1,384 

1,460 

5 

423 

278 

277 

283 

245 

245 

205 

157 

8,384 

2,225 

2,220 

2.260 

1.962 

1.969 

1,689 

1,267 

^j 

454 

248 

252 

225 

259 

182 

159 

158 

3,632 

1,981 

2,016 

1,797 

2,073 

1,456 

1,274 

1,268 

f 

?! 

321 

252 

243 

216 

233 

285 

202 

197 

192 

160 

2,569 

2,018 

1.944 

1,726 

1,862 

1,881 

1.614 

1,572 

1,539 

1,279 

^ 

8] 

386 

268 

262 

235 

246 

247 

241 

201 

194 

201 

o 

3,087 

2,146 

2,092 

1,878 

1,969 

1,978 

1,925 

1605 

1,.549 

1,612 

§ 

9] 

816 

270 

246 

237 

259 

208 

201 

165 

172 

«, 

2,530 

2,158 

1,969 

1,897 

2,073 

1,665 

1.610 

1,319 

1,377 

r 

10  j 

432 

248 

234 

241 

223 

196 

179 

193 

^ 

3.457 

1,981 

1,872 

1,928 

1,782 

1,568 

1.484 

1,544 

5 

11  j 

424 

256 

259 

26i 

263 

229 

268 

190 

189 

165 

n 

8,873 

2,047 

2,071 

2,091 

2,108 

2,038 

2,104 

1,522 

1,511 

1,316 

- 

12  j 

426 

243 

299 

228 

278 

237 

251 

228 

247 

168 

'- 

3,400 

1,944 

2,896 

1,786 

2,205 

1,817 

2,012 

1,824 

1,979 

1,842 

14  J 

859 

308 

295 

305 

284 

241 

235 

248 

226 

198 

e 

2,872 

2,424 

2,361 

2,440 

2,273 

1.928 

1.876 

1,984 

1.808 

1,582 

18  1 

15  1 

16  j 
18] 

379 
3  032 

270 
2,160 

267 
2.136 

247 
1  977 

204 
1  632 

199 

5 

1,590 

s 

416 
3,328 

254 
2,029 

258 
2,068 

201 

208 

1,604  1  667 

f 

358 

2  862 

296 
2  366 

838 

2  703 

276 

2  208 

280 
2,23k 

250 

*  1 

2  004 

364 
2,945 
441 
3,525 

256 
2  047 

258 

212 

193 
1  547 

173 

2  066  1.697 

1  381 

£ 

322 
2,575 

293  1  247 
2,342  1  fiftO 

227 

TiiG 

219 

1  751 

nj 

465 
3.722 

324 
2,594 

831 
2,651 

398 
3,184 

388 

370 

l^-f 

3,108|  2  9.58 
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TABLE  XIX. 


1 
1 
j 

1 

SizB  or 

Test  Bab,  2"  k  1"  ) 

<80". 

uo 

p 

1 

i    s 

i 

c 

1 

1 

5 

h 

M  - 

U 

II 

^^    1 

00 

II 

Modnlns 

of 
EUrticity. 

n" 

Tested  Narrow  Side  Down. 

^ 

359 

1.02 

2.00 

2,800 

.295 

37,057 

686 

15.000,000 

418 

M 

860 

1.01 

1  98 

8,000 

.355 

40.910 

750 

14.900,000 

588 

Pu 

867 

1.01 

1.98 

8,020 

.850 

41.173 

754 

14,900,000 

481 

J 

a58 

1.00 

1.99 

8,028 

.386 

41,300 

767 

16,500,000 

e87 

864 

.99 

1.96 

8,054 

.416 

48,000 

786 

16.000,000 

635 

£ 

861 

1.00 

2.00 

8.056 

.433 

4l,2.'J4 

764 

14,900,000 

662 

869 

1.00 

1.99 

8,100 

.... 

42,800 

. . . 

ri 

372 
Av... 

1.04 

2.00 

8,950 

.880 

51,400 

968 

17.304,666 

750 

•« 
5 
^ 

.... 

8,251 

.877 

4*2.299 

782 

16,*648.428 

580 

Test 

ED  W] 

[DE  Side  E 

k)WH. 

*!■ 

868 

1.97  1 

.99 

1,842 

.628 

87,600 

845 

16,000,000 

418 

S 

367 

1.98 

1.01 

1,404 

.604 

88,400 

852 

15,200.000 

422 

i 

368 

2.00 

1.00 

1,488 

.555 

88.842 

859 

14.100,000 

899 

& 

365 

1.98 

1.02 

1,480 

.750 

88.800 

282 

14,500,000 

560 

370 

1.99 

1.01 

1,541 

.655 

41.100 

880 

14.000,000 

500 

00 

371 

2.00 

1.00 

1,570 

.470 

42,300 

892 

17,900,000 

870 

eg 

862 

1.97 

1.03 

1,578 

.750 

40.800 

287 

11,700,000 

592 

860 
Av  . . . . 

2.00 

.... 

1.01 

1,620 

.720 

42,800 

401 
849 

14,900,000 
14,780,000 

588 

.... 

1,497 

.55(5 

40.042 

480 
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TABLE  XX. 
Shrinkage  per  Foot. 


No.  Series. 


1. 
2. 
8. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

7. 

8. 

0. 
10. 
11. 
18.. 

14.. 
18.. 
15.. 

16.. 
17.. 
18.. 
19.. 


J"  D. 


.188 
.172 
.166 
.162 
.157 
.161 

.176 
.160 
.156 
.154 
.157 
.144 

.148 
.180 
.128 

.171 
.248 
.161 
.238 


1' 


.160 
.150 
.145 
.148 
.105 
.130 

.149 
.145 
.141 
.124 
.102 


.098 
.095 
.094 

.161 
.247 
.189 
.158 


X    1' 


.148 
.188 
.180 
.128 
.094 


.144 
.126 
.134 
.092 
.090 


.088 
.091 
.096 

.148 
.221 
.120 
.142 


.131 
.125 
.109 
.099 
.075 
.077 

.189 
.122 
.128 
.094 
.062 
.068 

.072 
.079 
.091 

.129 
.201 
.091 
.144 


.116 
.110 
.069 
.066 
.067 
.085 

.115 
.098 
.088 
.075 
.058 
.043 

.063 
.072 
.078 

.100 
.157 
.067 
.126 


.102 
.100 
.039 
.128 
.057 


.072 
.092 
.086 
.067 


.085 
.052 
.082 

.069 
.144 
.042 
.116 


Average 
Silicon. 


0.80 
1.21 
1.88 
2.01 
8.19 
8.04 

0.98 
1.17 
1.67 
2.23 
2.71 
8.50 


8.18 
8.50 

1.76 
0.89 
2.06 
0.77 
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TABLE  XXI. 


2-^ 


10^ 


"I 


12 


1 

2 

8 
4 

5 
6 

7 
6 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 
14 
15 
16 

17 

18 
19 
20 
21 


23 
24 

25 
26 
27 


29 
30 
81 
82 


34 
35 


37 


40 
41 
42 


Tb8T  Bars.  A  Ox  12"  =  .668"  Diaxxtkr. 


Breadth. 


.542 
.568 
.554 
.556 

.572 
.583 
.580 
.580 

.561 
.568 
.568 
.575 

.589 
.577 
.558 
.573 

.560 

.564 
.568 
.565 
.577 

.580 
.566 
.577 

.571 
.588 
.570 
.577 

.570 
.573 
.574 
.570 

.565 
.570 

.558 
.570 

.565 
.560 

.560 
.575 
.570 
.559 


Height. 


.555 
.555 
.549 
.543 

.563 
.564 
.567 
.583 

.583 
.578 
.568 
.576 

.578 
.573 
.569 
.5(55 

.557 

.551 
.564 
.570 
.578 

.567 
.565 
.568 

.565 
.576 

.578 
.580 

.570 
.556 
.557 
.569 

.551 
.560 
.559 
.563 

.560 
.559 

.546 
.561 
.500 
.560 


Max. 

Fibre 

Distance. 


.277 
.277 
.274 
.271 

.281 
.282 
.288 
.291 

.291 
.289 

.281 
.288 

.289 

.286 
.284 
.282 

.278 

.275 

.282 
285 


.288 
282 
.289 

.282 
.288 
.289 
.290 

.285 
.278 
.278 
.284 

.275 

.280 
.279 
.281 

.280 
.279 

.273 

.280 
.280 
.280 


Max. 
Load  In 
Pounds. 

Deflection 
In  Inches. 

282 

.185 

235 

.12 

280 

.18 

340* 

.12 

330 

.26 

830 

.28 

340 

.28 

345 

.285 

345 

.25 

372 

.28 

378 

.33 

382 

.29 

320 

.27 

aso 

.27 

840 

.80 

355 

.28 

380t 

.26 

340 

.265 

368 

.29 

370 

.285 

378 

.825 

805 

.20 

815 

.20 

345 

.25 

325 

.21 

833 

.24 

338 

.24 

845 

.26 

322t 

.20 

325  ^ 

.205 

328 

.21 

350 

.22 

378 

.22 

385 

.25 

406 

.25 

432 

.285 

395S 

.295 

425 

.82 

365 

.27 

890 

.80 

395 

.29 

420 

.32 

Eqniv.  Load 
on  T«t  Bar, 
size  equal  to 
.500"  o  X  18" 


Stress  per  c^' 

on  Outer 

Fibre. 


230 
288 
277 
887 

327 
827 
887 
842 

842 
368 
875 
378 

817 
327 
337 
352 

327 

837 
365 
867 
370 

802 
312 
342 


380 
335 
342 

319 
822 
325 
347 

375 
882 
402 
427 

391 
421 

36'i 
387 
891 
416 


89,900 
40.400 
48,200 
58,400 

56.700 
56.700 
58,400 
59.300 

59.800 
63.900 
65.000 
65,700 

55.000 
56,700 
58.400 
61.000 

56,700 

58.400 
63.200 
68,600 
64,100 

52.400 
54,200 
59,300 

55,800 
57,200 
58,100 
59.300 

55.800 
55.800 
56.400 
60,200 

65,000 
66,200 
69.800 
74.100 

67.900 
73.100 

62.700 
07,100 
67,800 
72,200 


*  This  is  record  of  series  1 .  The  other  burs  were  defective  at  the  centre  and  the  results  were 
not  used,  t  The  upper  half  of  test  bar  was  full  of  blow  holes,  t  All  bars  of  this  series  hive  ft 
•mall  white  line  runnlnj?  the  entire  length  of  the  bar.  0  at  the  centre.  S  There  were  some  blow 
holes  and  shot  iron  in  the  upper  quarter. 
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TABLE 

:  XXII. 

No. 
Test 
Bar. 

Test  Babs,  A"  o*  x 

12"  =.568 

''  DiAXBTBB. 

No.  Of 
Series. 

Breadth. 

Height. 

Max. 
Fibre 

Max. 

Load 

io 

Poands. 

Deflec- 
tion in 

Equiv.  Load 
on  a  Test  Bar, 

size  equal 
.500"  a  X  12" 

Stress  per 
D'Mn 

Distance. 

Inches. 
.205 

Onter  Fibre. 

r 

48 

.568 

.568 

.281     '     848 

845 

14. ...  - 

44 

.568 

.552 

.276         850 

.21 

847 

45 

.568 

.548 

.274    ;     350 

.215 

847 

. 

46 

.559 

.553 

.276         350 

.22 

847 

47 

850 

.20 

347 

18....] 

48 

.... 

.... 

850 

.20 

847 

49 





850 

.21 

347 

( 

60 

.575 

.561 

.260 

329 

.215 

326 

16....^ 

51 

.578 

.565 

.282 

880 

.215 

827 

1 

52 

.587 

.572 

.286'        345 

.21 

842 

r 

58 

.581 

.569 

.284         300 

.085 

297 

19....- 

54 

.562 

.572 

.286 

800 

.09 

297 

55 

.562 

.568 

.284 

850 

.11 

347 

I 

5G 

.560 

.584 

.292 

365 

.105 

362 

( 

57 

.569 

.562 

.281 

885 

.24 

382 

16....] 

58 

.576 

.504 

.252     !     850 

.25 

847 

( 

59 

.565 

.550 

.275     :    858 

.255 

355 

( 

60 

.576 

.583 

.291     1    408 

.195 

404 

18....] 

61 

.578 

.568 

.284 

410 

.21 

406 

I 

62 

.568 

.582 

.291 

450 

.28 

446 

17  ...  • 

68 

.555 

.448 

.224 

430 

.126 

426 

64 

.553 

.556 

.278 

510 

.145 

505 
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TABLE  XXm. 


No.  Swies. 


No.  Tert  Bar. 


Tb8T  Bab,  ^"  O  x  12". 


Deflection. 


At  800  Ibe. 


At  400  lbs. 


Set 


At  800  Ibe. 


At  400  Ibc. 


1 

2 

8 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

:::::.;:::) 
- i 

» [ 

18 

15 

•• 1 

16 

18 

17 


4 
6 
11 
14 
17 
19 


80 
88 
86 
88 
89 
42 

44 
45 

47 
52 

58 
54 
56 
59 
62 
64 


.105 

.24 

.22 

.23 

.22 

.21 

.20 
.205 
.18 
.165 

'.186 
.20 


.165 
.17 
.165 
.175 

.085 

.09 

.09 

.19 

.185 

.065 


26 
295 

80* 


195 
11 


.015 

.06 

.045 

.05 

.045 

.041 

.045 
.045 
.084 
.019 

.631 


.019 
.019 
.02 
.019 

.0 

.0 

.0 

.08 

.018 

.0 


.045 
.075 

.085 


.03 
.0 
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TABLE  XXIV. 


Bizi  OF  TisT  Bar.  U"  « 

IS''. 

^ 
& 

Kladnflmn. 

1 

i 

Is 

Is 

II 

III 

"so 

IJ 
ri 

1 

1 

i>!  SJ 



i.ia 

.56 

,ffr7 

1874 

80.000 

701 

12.7OO.ilO0 

47 

*/     m 



M4 

.57 

.oes 

1557. 4 

Am 

a^^rfw 

7aa 

1U»)Oh<JO0 

49 

3^ 

44 

. .« . . 

1.14 

.37 

.083 

11*30 

J,%3 

l!t.<VNj 

o;io 

1 1. 588,000 

180 

') 

43 

1.14 

.57 

.(tea 

30(V 

.ni>:^ 

ilj.^ii 

B80 

ita>0.0(j<J 

I4fl 

"] 

fla 



Kl« 

.35 

.077 

5fl(H> 

.170 

43,K>7 

107 1 

H!.a)O.0r« 

"^r*' 

w;  ,,... 

1.32 

.3i 

.0T7 

JlOO 

.140 

45.^1 

\m 

13.4W,00*) 

14f 

M 

)*r;  ..... 

l.Jif 

.5* 

.cm 

l*tOO 

.1445 

Sl^BOl 

fl»7 

Jl.OOO.OOtl 

130 

B» 

1J4 

.57 

.Offl 

IfiW 

.1446 

a7.70O 

901 

144! 

«■; 

100 

].l* 

.56 

*077 

\m> 

,\m 

^VS14  4 

H^^'.T 

H.f^^iOfHirr     7\)M 

no 

1.10 

.&5 

.0719  «J7fi 

.174    n.iM^ 

iifit-: 

lV,'Hh.S,l|lK>      iMil 

«] 

13^ 

.  . . . . 

ia*j 

.50 

.(fl7    1T.VJ 

M'^    J^-^.'lKi 

i«rj 

JOjKJ.iHUT     li^S 

m 

KIO 

.sa 

.(m&  itwo.3 

.r^^^      |rs,lki|] 

1031 

n,[i(M),!JOn     \M\ 

r\ 

m 

l.]4 

.37 

.nea  I9W 

,l-+ll 

;;i!,f;iLi 

uai 

ii,wojnio  'rtjo 

m 

ua 

m 

.077    ts>^ 

.I.V< 

i^;.*:3i5 

(tijr 

n.*ic^,(ioo  i&a 

M 

ITS 

1.12 

,5tt 

jirr  .-JKN] 

.Hti 

4.?,fitiM 

10-21 

n.S"*lrt\tNW   1140 

m  

MS 

.&fi 

Orr    ;;i(<fil 

.  I.-VJ 

4,^,tiflO 

1051 

H,a(rtMJO(f    IS,-! 

«] 

m 

MS 

.5*i 

.<m"  J 171^ 

,t>70 

a7JI7 

w« 

l2,Trm,(.NXj     fUl 

'^alnkk** 

las 

l.H 

.57 

.im   'l!*^2 

Am 

H8.856 

ttaa 

ia.si.Ni,oo(>  nio 

<cl4*rco*l>.    I 

loj 

iSSQ 

MO 

.S5 

.07l9!ia93.8 

.m 

5^.01X1 

IS8S 

1^/lfHJ.llOO    140 

! 

aio 

1.10 

,56 

,0710  ^«ll 

lati 

6-1  sa^ 

i-^ 

ja,fMM>,!»t>} 

57^ 

•M 

^40 

l.ia 

.53 

.mr  ,33flO 

.no 

51J(>5 

1238 

n.'itto,oi«t 

,31*2 

241 

t.H 

,M 

.(fTT  ;'i!.S70 

,i70 

56,  na 

isaj 

ii,r*niMKK* 

iy% 

,=.; 

a&i 

Ml 

.57 

.<«» 

ajoo 

.1*1 

41.736 

OfiO 

ii.4mooo 

131 

WB 

i.rJ 

.tse 

.*.>77 

aiso 

.m 

46,t!88 

HA3« 

IiMP0(\0(JO 

1*7 

»i 

3» 

MiS 

.56 

.077 

m)i5 

.107 

4Ji,84fl 

lOSO 

l«,5<K\0l¥J 

iM 

Ma 

.M 

.077 

«175.6 

.117 

47,.^KI 

IM* 

ia,4iXi.wio 

i27"" 

BonthiiTtt , . ,  J 

.a-l 

aT6 

M4 

.57 

jm 

SOTS 

.103s!sa.614 

1016 

H,5ti>,l»0li  ' 

\m 

^1^ 

M2 

Mi 

A<n 

9«50 

.ifjTj  |-vi,an! 

nw 

M,tt0<J,0fJ(i 

146 

IS-; 

3«a 

l.ltf 

.5« 

,077 

S^SK 

.12»!'40,LtMl 

1133 

n,75(Komi 

141.5 

3CJ7 

l.H 

.57 

Quia 

«a5o 

.las 

46.*>,'i3 

ina 

10.300,000 

151 

«J 

3S4 

IJSl 

i.iaa 

,56 

J37T 

3030 

.wo 

HS,fiiM> 

383 

1.13ft 

i.n? 

.30 

,Er77 

^w 

.0H5I 

fl«.7(ft 

Foiii>dri«i.. 

,«} 

Sift 

i.i2i;  1J21 

,56 

orr 

a29t> 

.IIR 

40,560 

!*!!..!!*] 

!^."!^ 

33Q 

l.im  l.l*2& 

,56 

.077 

«8U0 

.m 

40.!H:iO 

. ,.  . , 

i 

18^ 

... 

,.,., 

1  ♦* . 

:::;:: 

.,...♦*..* 

>lAUeab]«,..] 

17  J 

333 

tJtO 

Mta 

.55 

.072 

3000    ' 

,037 

44.160 

sai 

K0ff7 

i.iia 

,56 

.IffS 

23no* 

.065 

SS.IX0 





*  No.  8S1  bmd  a  blow  hole  \**  diameter  and  6"  long,  and  weighed  6  ounces  leac  than  88S,  which 
waa  8  lbs.  10  oz. 

47 
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TABLE  XXV. 


Kiod  of 
Iron. 


I 


B 


No.  Test 
Bar. 


98 
96 
97 
95 

Average  , 


347 
848 
344 
850 
348 
345 
346 
349 

Average  . 


351 
355 
852 
356 
354 
353 

Average . 


Size  Round  Tsst  Bab,  U''  O  x  12". 


Breadth. 


Height. 


Max.  Load  in 
Lbs. 


Deflection  in 
Inches. 


Stress  per  c  " 
on  Onter  Fibre. 


Cast  Flat. 


92 

1.116 

1.096 

91 

1.125 

1.096 

384 

1.181 

1.185 

883 

1.135 

1.117 

89 

1.128 

1.120 

00 

1.139 

1.138 

ra£e  ... 

(2.750)* 

(.079) 

(62,150) 

2,980 

.088 

66,550 

;        8,080 

.086 

63,2Up 

'        3,210 

.089 

68.700 

1        8,860 

.103 

72,300 

8,380 

.107 

71,100 

3,193 

.094 

68.870 

Cast  on  End. 


1.080 
1.105 
1.097 
1.148 


1.128 
1.109 
1.150 
1.140 


(1.500)t 
2,35nt 
2.590 
2,780» 


2,557 


(.047) 
.058 
.069 
.077 


.068 


1.125 
1.105 
1.116 
1.115 
1.120 
1.100 
1.113 
1.110 


1.127 
1.100 
1.106 
1.105 
1.119 
.1.110 
1.116 
1.115 


Cast  Flat. 

2,570 
2,580 
2.580 
2,740 
2,990 
3,080 
3.100 
8.120 


2.845 


.104 


Cast  on  End. 


1.100 
1.096 
1.100 
1.108 
1.116 
1.100 


1.108 
1.104 
1.120 
1.123 
1.115 
1.126 


2,590 
2.620 
2.630 
2,690 
2.780 
3.000 


(84.825) 
58.100 
56.750 
56,075 


55,808 


087       ; 

55.000 

091        ! 

59.000 

084        ' 

57,650 

106 

61,200 

121        1 

65.000 

116 

70,000 

110        , 

68,500 

116 

69,400 

63,219 


.091 

58.200 

.104 

60.200 

.110 

58.800 

.102 

59,800 

.095 

60,100 

.121 

67.400 

.104 

60.750 

(  )  Noe.  92  and  96  thrown  oat  before  averaging  ; 
*  Blow  hole  at  fracture, 
t  Cracked  from  bottom  upward  and  held. 
t  Large  hole  at  fracture. 


96  probably  had  a  cold  shnt  or  flaw. 
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TABLE    XXVI. 
Comparison  of  Atebaoes. 


Ikon. 


f 

1 

'  Iroauois  '*  ' 

(coke.)      1 


No 
Series. 


**HinkIe"   J 
(charcoal.)  •  ' 


Southern. 


Foundries.  ^ 
Malleable. 


1 
2 
8 
4 
5 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

14 
13 
15 

19 
16 

18 

17 


r'  o  X 12" 


2,590 
2,140 
2,619 
2.620 


2,214 

2,186 
2,457 
2,8*)5 
2,185 
2,290 
2,106 

2,591 


Loads  on 
l"a  x24" 
reduced  lo 
1"  D  X  12". 


2,025 
2.046 
2,540 
2,410 
2,464 


2,146 

2,200 
2,175 
2.085 
2.345 
2,640 

2.400 
2,345 
2,234 

2,585 
2,208 
2,800 

2,848 


U'  O  X IV 


CtLBt  Flat. 
1.465 
1,968 
2.100 
1,820 
1,848 
1,855 

1,917 
2,030 
1,781 
2,438 
2,475 
2,060 

'2.095 
2.212 
2,237 

3,192 
2,295 

2,845 

2,150 


l^'Ox  12". 


i"  a  X 
12". 


On  End. 


2,557 
2,710 


427 
430 

471 


895 
829 
489 
448 
456 

878 
894 

427 

377 
378 
446 

471 


^;;?^ 


840 
886 
869 
336 
880 
363 


835 
331 
400 
410 


850 
850 
885 


348 
423 

470 
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STRENGTH  OF  CAST  IBON. 


TABLE  XXVII. 


No.Teft 
Bar. 

TvNsiON  Tmt  O  Bars  (.876). 

Kind  of  Iron.       '    '^^^ 

\ 

Diameter. 

Area. 

ActoalLoad 
in  Lbs. 

BqniTalent 
Load  in 
Lbs.  per 

D  in. 

l]  •• 

4 

'.710 

.896 

7.980 

20,666 

2     •• 

8 

.715 

.403 

7.680 

19,100 

7 

.690 

.374 

8.250 

22.060 

!      8]    * 

11 

.710 

.896 

9,780 

24.800 

••Iroaaols" 
(coke).       1 

12 

.690 

.874 

9.460 

25.300 

^1    . 

16 

.710 

.896 

8,630 

21,800 

15 

.700 

.386 

8,410 

21,900 

6    ;; 

20 

.700 

.885 

7,440 

19,350 

, 

19 

.695 

.379 

9,740 

25.500 

6     • 

24 

.660 

.842 

8,750 

25,500 

. 

28 

.695 

.879 

9,720 

25,600 

' 

7  .   •  • 

28 

.700 

.885 

7.000 

18,200 

27 

.690 

.374 

7,850 

19,700 

8-  •• 

32 

.735 

.426 

0.920 

16,300 

81 

.700 

.885 

7,850 

19.100 

''Hinkle'* 

9-     • 

..... 

(charcoal).    ' 



13  ]•• 

48 

.710 

.896 

6.200 

15,700 

I 

47 

.700 

.885 

7,570 

19.7UU 

r 

»!:: 

56 

.700 

.885 

2,200 

5,700 

55 

.680 

.368 

5.080 

14,000 

Soatbem. 

l3^• 

51 

.690 

.314 

8.590 

22,950 

15  1  • ; 

52 

.710 

.896 

9,650 

24,100 

^ 

69 

.690 

.374 

9.100 

24,466 
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TABLE  XXVIII. 


No.  of 

Series. 

No.  of 
Test  Bar 

TxMsioK  Tebtb  0  Babs  (I.IS). 

Kind  of  lion. 

Actual 

Sqairalent 

Diameter. 

Area. 

Load 
In  Lbs. 

Load  in 

Lbs. 
per  D  in. 

1        • 

2 
2 

1.21 

1.15 

18,200 

15,700 

2]     • 

5 

i.'is 

i!69 

'23.766 

'  21.766 

6 

1.19 

1.11 

25.850 

23,800 

'i' 

10- 

1.19 

1.11 

21,900 

19.800 

"  Iroquois  " 

9 

1  19 

1  11 

28.400 

21,100 

(coke). 

M:: 

18 

1.19 

1.11 

20,900 

18.900 

14 

1.18 

1.09 

21,550 

19.800 

»!:: 

18 

1.20 

1.13 

20.300 

18,000 

17 

1.18 

1.09 

23,150 

21,500 

•1:: 

21 

1.19 

1.11 

18,800 

16.600 

22 

1.19 

1.11 

19.850 

17.800 

'1:; 

26 

i'.is 

i!64 

*l'8,4i6 

17.766 

8    ;• 
9|;; 

29 

1.19 

1.11 

16,500 

14,900 

80 

1.19 

1.11 

17,600 

15.800 

•'Hinkle" 

83 

i.26 

i'.is 

16*766 

'1*4*860 

(charcoal). 

10]  •• 

.... 

.... 

Il- 
ia  •• 

42 

i.20 

liis 

18,660 

'l'6*666 

41 

1.21 

1.15 

15,700  * 

18,000 

46 

1.20 

i.is 

*l*9i866 

'1*7.566 

14];; 

58 

1.20 

1.18 

21,550 

19.100 

54 

1.21 

1.15 

20,400 

28,500 

Soatbern. 

18   ;[ 

49 

ilii 

i'.is 

'2*8,666 

*26*.566 

15   •; 

58 

1.20 

1.13 

22.750 

20,200 

• 

57 

1.20 

1.18 

28.900 

20,400 
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TABLE  XXIX. 
Ayebages  of  Tension  Tests  o  Babs. 


No. 

of 

Series. 

AiUEA,  .875  a  IN. 

Area,  1.135  □  m. 

Actual  Load 

in  Lbs. 
.875  D  "  Area. 

SqaivaleDt  Load 

in  Lbe.  per  a  " 

.875  Area. 

Actual  Load 

InLba. 
1.12  D  "Area. 

Equiyaleo^  Load 
In  Lba.  per  o  " 
l.ia   a ''Area. 

1 
2 
8 
4 
5 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 

14 

13     * 
15 

7.930 
7,965 
9,620 
8.520 
8,590 
9,235 

7,175 
7,135 

6*885 

5,080 
8.075 
9.100 

20.000 
20.580 
25,050 
21.850 
22,425 
25.550 

18.950 
17,700 

i7*766 

14,000 
23,525 
24.400 

18.200 
24.775 
22,650 
22.225 
21.725 
19.075 

18,410 
17,050 
16,700 

16,856 
19,800 

20.975 
28.600 
28,325 

15.70O 
22.500 
20,450 
19.850 
19.750 
17.200 

17.700 
15.350 
14.800 

17,666 
17,500 

21,800 
20.500 
20.800 

TABLE  XXX. 


TABLE  XXXI. 


1 
I 

BXTBNSION  BbtWSEN  LoaDS. 

s 

Bar  1.127' 
Diameter 
Broke  at 

oi 

■^f 

i 

<D 

i 

M 

1 
2 

10,000 
11,000 

59 
49 

53 

48 

65 
61 

102 
91 

2] 

8 

4 

11,600 
11,800 

45 
29 

39 
39 

55 
51 

69 

70 

•1 

5 
6 

14,000 
14,500 

81 

43 

35 
89 

36 
3d 

51 
54 

4 

7 

10,000 

39 

40 

31 

102 

6 

11 

9,900 

39 

41 

52 

72 

7 

14 

11,000 

32 

31 

45 

68 

10 

19 

11,700 

43 

41 

50 

70 

15,730 
19,700 
19,850 
20.200 
24.600 
25,000 
25,400 
25.400 


55  .. 


-00 


AU  bars  broke  in  flUet. 
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TABLE  XXXII. 


a 

3 

o 


104 
103 


BXTKNSIONS  BXTWlBlf  LoADS. 


Test  Bar  I 

1.065" 
Diameter 
Broke  at 


25,000 
25,500 

14,600 
16,800 
17,400 
20,200 
21,800 
22,400 
22,500 
28,100 
28,400 
28,500 
24,000 

26,200 
80,000 


s  a 


28  26  '  43 


24  20 


24 


25 
82 
26 
28 
28 
21 
26 
28 
27 
24 


28 


86 
82 
82 
80 
17 
88 
24 
29 
29 
81 
40 

11 
22 


84 


28 


44 
45 

52 
54 
44 
58 


45  58 
44  -55 
42 


47 
40 
48 


25 


51 
40 
50 

26 
81 


29  27  I  88 


28  I  84  ,  88 


Remarks. 

All  bars  71  to  86  were  poured 

from  one  ladle. 
All  bars  except  88,  86  and  103 

bad  a  large  nnmber  of  email 

blow  holes  in  tamed  sarface 

of  test  bar. 


Small  BpoBgrj  spot. 
Small  spongy  spot. 

Bad  spongy  spot.     • 

Bad  blow  hole. 

Blow  hole  half  through. 

Small  blow  hole. 

Small  shot  in  fracture. 

Solid. 

Slight  spongy  spot. 

Solid  (no  holes  in  surface). 

Slight  spongy  spot. 

Solid. 

Solid  (no  holes  in  surface). 

Large  b).  h.  in  fracture. 
Solid  (do  bl.  hs.  in  surface). 


Compression.     Solid. 


Compression.    Solid. 
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DCXCVI.* 

TOPICAL    DISCUSSIONS    AND    NOTES    OF  EXPE- 
RIENCE. 

No.  696-129. 

Clamp-fits. 

Mr.  William  Sangster. — It  was  desired  to  use  a  clamping 
device  to  secure  the  follower  of  a  small  hydraulic  press,  and  in 
looking  up  the  authorities  the  coefficient  of  friction  for  dry  cast- 
iron  surfaces  was  given  as  15  per  cent.  This  called  for  such  a 
heavy  arrangement  that  the  figure  was  questioned,  and  it  was 
thought  worth  while  to  test  it. 


Fig.  148. 


Fig.  149. 


A  split  boss  was  found,  shown  in  Fig.  148,  into  which  a  cast-iron 
plug  was  fitted,  the  hole  being  reamed  and  the  plug  finished  in 
the  lathe  by  float  file  and  emery  cloth  to  a  snug  sliding  fit.  The 
plug  was  more  or  less  greasy  from  handling,  and  for  that  reason 
under  ordinary  shop  conditions.  A  30-ton  hydraulic  jack  fur- 
nished the  pressure,  which  was  measured  by  an  ordinary  plat- 
form scale.  The  lengths  of  lever  arms  were  31  inches  on  the 
scale  side  and  S  inches  on  that  of  the  jack.     Three  trials  were 

*  Preseoted  at  the  St.  Louis  meeting  (May,  1896)  of  the  American  Society  of 
Meclianical  Engineen,  and  forming  part  of  Volume  XVII.  of  the  TramadioM. 
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made,  and  after  deducting  the  weight  of  levers,  etc.,  the^average 
pressure  upon  the  scales  was  1,300  pounds.  This,  multiplied  by 
the  ratios  of  arms,  will  give 

31 
g^  X  1,300  =  6,038  pounds, 

as  the  pressure  exerted  upon  the  plug  before  it  slipped.  The 
pull  on  the  12-inch  wrench  used  in  tightening  the  ^-inch  clamp- 
ing screw  could  not  have  exceeded  100  pounds.  Assuming  the 
friction  of  screw  as  50  per  cent.,  which  is  probably  taken  low, 
we  have,  as  the  pressure  exerted  by  the  screw, 

100  X  12  X  2  X  ;r  X  11  X  .50  =  4,147  pounds. 

In  the  figure  it  will  be  seen  that  the  distance  from  centre  of 
screw  to  centre  of  fit  is  2J  inches,  and  from  centre  of  fit  to 
bottom  of  cut  2f  inches.  Galling  the  bottom  of  the  cut  the 
fulci  um,  we  have 

^^-4^  X  4,147  =  9,167  pounds. 

This  would  give  as  the  coefficient  of  friction, 

6,038      .. 

gYffi  =  55  per  cent 

The  method  of  testing  and  results  given  are  crude,  but  yet 
they  were  sufficiently  accurate  to  use  in  designing  the  press. 
The  follower  of  this  press  slides  upon  and  is  clamped  to  two 
rods  by  the  device  shown  in  Fig.  148,  and  has  successfully  with- 
stood a  pressure  of  forty  tons  without  slipping.  It  might  be 
well  to  say  here  that  when  the  press  is  working  up  to  its  full 
capacity  a  four-foot  wrench  is  used  upon  the  bolts. 

The  writer's  excuse  for  presenting  such  approximate  data  lies 
in  the  fact  that  he  -could  find  nothing  upon  the  subject,  and 
hoped,  by  presenting  these  results,  crude  though  they  be,  to 
get  opinions  and  bits  of  experience  from  others  which  would 
prove  of  value.     He  therefore  presents  this  query : 

Has  any  member  of  the  Society  had  experience  as  to  the 
holding  power  of  clamp-fits  ? 
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No.  696—130. 

Power  to  drhre  disk  fans. 

Mr.  WtUmm  Sangster. — In  "  Centrifugal  Ventilating  Machin- 
ery," by  Daniel  Murgue,  and  translated  by  A.  L.  Steavenson,  we 
have  the  efficiency  of  this  class  of  fans  given  at  from  20  to  30 
per  cent.  From  some  data  on  disk  wheels,  which  also  agree 
with  these  values,  the  writer  has  worked  up  a  formula  which  will 
probably  be  accurate  enough  for  most  purposes. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  low  efficiency  of  these  fans  when 
exhausting  from,  or  blowing  into,  closed  spaces  with  no  opening 
for  the  passage  of  air  other  than  the  wheel  itself.  This  is  due 
to  the  pressure  of  air  varying  as  the  square  of  the  velocity,  and 
therefore  as  the  square  of  the  distance  of  the  blades  from  the 
centre  of  rotation.  A  disk  fan  blowing  into  a  closed  space  with 
no  other  opening  will  cause  a  much  greater  pressure  at  the 
outer  portion  of  the  wheel,  which  is  neutralized  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent by  the  counter  current  of  air  near  the  centre,  where  the 
pressure  is  less.  The  horse-power  required  to  drive  a  disk  fan, 
instead  of  varying  directly  as  the  size  of  openings  into  a  room, 
will  vary  as  the  resultant  of  the  areas  of  the  opening,  and  part  of 
the  area  of  the  wheel  itself.  That  is,  the  curve  of  horse-powers, 
instead  of  lowering  rapidly  with  the  decreased  area  of  opening, 


Pig.  150. 

as  at  ab  (Fig.  150),  would  tend  to  remain  more  nearly  a  constant, 
as  at  ac. 

Since,  as  shown  above,  the  central  portion  of  a  disk  fan  is  of 
little  use,  we  will  assume  that  this  central  portion,  up  to  one- 
third  of  the  outside  diameter  of  a  fan,  does  not  discharge  any 
air.  This  theory  is  confirmed  by  Murgue,  who  states  that  the 
efficiency  of  the  fan  is  increased  by  enlarging  the  relative  diam- 
eter of  the  central  plate,  and  it  also  receives  practical  consid- 
eration by  the  makers  who  put  a  central  disk  into  their  fans. 
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The  work  in  moving  air  may  be  represented  as 

in  which  P  is  the  pressure  and  v  the  velocity  of  the  air,  and  a  is 
the  area  of  discharge. 

Since  the  air  is  moved  in  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  rotation 
by  means  of  blades  having  an  angular  position  relative  to  the 
direction  of  rotation,  we  theoretically  should  have  the  velocity 
of  the  air,  relative  to  the  velocity  of  the  blades,  varying  as  the 
tangent  of  the  angle  which  the  latter  make  with  the  direction  of 
rotation.  In  practice  80  per  cent,  of  this  amount  is  much 
nearer  the  actual  velocity.  The  angles  of  the  blades  are  gen- 
erally between  30  degrees  and  45  degrees,  making  the  tangents 
between  0.577  and  1.  For  convenience  we  may  take  the  average 
as  0.75.  Then  the  average  velocity,  in  terms  of  the  diameter  of 
the  wheel,  and  number  of  revolutions  with  a  central  plate  equal 
to  one-third  of  the  outer  diameter,  is 


.Jr^-{f}\\,.o: 


75  X  0.80  X  N=  1.405DN  ...  (1) 


where  D  =  diameter  of  the  wheel  in  feet, 

N=  number  of  revolutions  per  minute. 

Calling  the  velocity  of  air,  at  a  pressure  of  one  pound  per 
square  foot  above  the  atmosphere  at  70  degrees  Fahr.,  1,758  feet 
per  minute,  we  have,  as  the  pressure  due  to  any  velocity  v, 

\1,758/ 
Substitnting  the  value  of  v  as  found  in  equation  1,  we  have 

"-i'-^')- -) 

The  area  of  discharge  a,  in  terms  of  the  diameter  of  the  wheel 
in  feet,  allowing  0.65  as  the  coefficient  of  vena  contracia^  would  be 

a  =  0.65 1  ^Z)'- (^y)  =0.4538/?^    ...    (3) 
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Combining  these  different  equations,  and  allowing  an  efficiency 
of  20  per  cent.,  we  have,  as  the  horse-power  required  by  a  disk 
fan  at  70  degrees  Fahr., 

HP  =  (^'^ygf^)'  X  IM5DN  X  0.4538i?* 
33,000  X  0.20 

Beducing,  we  have 

flP  =  .000000000062  Z^i^ (4) 

This  rule  will  usually  be  accurate  enough  for  temperatures 
between  50  degrees  Fahr.  and  90  degrees  Fahr.  For  a  correc- 
tion due  to  a  change  of  temperature  we  may  multiply  equation 

531 
(4)  by  -^ ,  in  which   T  is  the  absolute  temperature  of  the  air 

handled. 

The  theoretical  deductions  in  the  above  are  believed  to  be 
correct.  The  constants  of  the  angle  of  the  fan  blades,  actual  ve- 
locity, verm  corUracta,  and  efficiency  are  taken  within  the  limits 
of  present  practice,  but  for  any  particular  case  they  may  be  va- 
ried according  to  the  judgment  of  the  engineer.  The  writer 
therefore  propounds  the  following  query : 

"Has  any  member  data  to  give  concerning  the  horse-power 
necessary  to  drive  disk  fans  for  exhausting  or  ventilating  ?  " 

Mr.  William  Kent — There  was  a  paper  presented  to  the 
Society  some  years  ago  by  Henry  I.  Snell,  giving  data  on  this 
subject,  and  there  is  also  discussion  by  Past  President  Babcock 
on  the  same  subject.  There  is  quite  a  good  deal  of  information 
and  discussion  of  this  subject  in  the  Transactions. 

Prof.  J.  n.  Kinealy. — A  year  or  two  ago  some  very  elaborate 
experiments  on  disk  fans  were  made  in  Germany  by  Prof.  Georg 
Wellner,  of  Brunn,  Austria,  to  determine  the  efficiency  of  air 
propellers.  The  results  were  published  in  the  Transactions  of 
the  Austrian  Society  of  Engineers  and  Architects.  An  abstract 
of  the  paper  was  published  in  the  Anienran  Engineer  and  Rail- 
road  Journal y  May,  1895.  It  appears  that  the  power  depends  on 
the  shape  of  the  blade,  as  well  as  the  angle  of  inclination,  and 
the  distance  of  the  centre  of  area  of  the  blade  from  the  centre  of 
the  fan  ;  and,  if  I  remember  rightly,  there  was  very  little  differ- 
ence in  the  power  required  to  drive  the  fan  or  in  the  pressure 
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exerted  by  the  fan,  whether  you  had  two  blades  or  three  or  four 
or  six.    The  experiments  were  very  carefully  made. 

No.  696—131. 

Effect  of  fire  on  machinery. 

Mr.  W.  F.  if.  Gross. — ^Not  long  ago  I  had  occasion  to  examine 
a  considerable  amount  of  machinery  which  had  passed  through 
fire,  some  of  which  was  quite  heavy. 

The  building  containing  the  machinery  was  of  brick,  with  a 
heavy  mill  floor,  and  a  ceiled  wooden  roof  with  monitor.  The 
heat  developed  was  probably  of  average  intensity  for  such  a 
building,  the  fire  burning  until  all  of  the  woodwork  had  been 
consumed.  But  little  water  was  used,  and  the  machinery  did 
not  suffer  from  this  cause.  Damage  to  the  machinery  appeared 
to  have  arisen  from  three  causes ;  namely,  the  falling  of  the 
machinery,  the  falling  of  the  roof  timbers  and  walls  upon  the 
machinery,  and  the  action  of  the  heat  itself. 

Machines  which  were  on  good  foundation  did  not  suffer  from 
the  first-named  cause  ;  but  when  there  was  no  foundation,  even 
heavy  tools  were  either  broken  by  the  fall  or  distorted  by  the 
combined  action  of  the  heat  and  of  strains  resulting  from  imper- 
fect support  after  the  fall.  The  results  justify  the  conclusion 
that  in  case  of  fire  an  indestructible  foundation  is  an  excellent 
life-preserver  for  a  machine. 

Falling  deb^'is  carried  away  all  lighter  attachments  such  as 
lubricators,  gauges,  small  piping,  light  shafts,  rods,  levers,  hand- 
wheels,  projecting  brackets— eveiything,  in  fact,  which  offered  an 
abutting  surface  to  the  falling  masses  and  which  was  not  strong 
enough  to  withstand  their  impact.  There  were  a  few  cases 
where  heavier  parts  also  suffered  from  this  cause.  Of  two  six- 
inch  shafts  extending  seven  feet  between  bearings,  one  carry- 
ing an  eight-foot  fly-wheel  was  perfectly  straight ;  the  other, 
having  no  wheel,  was  sprung,  evidently  as  the  result  of  a  blow. 

To  heat  alone  is,  of  course,  to  be  attributed  the  destruction 
of  woodwork  about  the  machines,  and  the  loss  of  babbitt  from 
brasses  and  boxes.  From  this  cause,  also,  bolts  which  served 
to  connect  different  parts  of  heavy  frames  were  often  found 
loose.  Steam-joints  of  every  kind  required  refitting.  Brass 
bushings  which  originally  had  been  forced  into  turned  holes  to 
form  bearings  for  shafts  or  pins  were  all  loose  in  the  castings 
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and  tight  on  the  shaft  Castings  having  very  large  flat  surfaces, 
either  plain  or  ribbed,  were  in  several  cases  found  to  contain 
fire  cracks,  but  with  a  few  exceptions  heavy  castings  of  good 
design  were  not  injured  by  heat  alone. 

What  experience  have  other  members  had  as  to  the  injury  done 
to  machinery  when  the  building  has  burned  in  which  it  stood  ? 

2fr.  11.  H,  Suplee. — I  have  had  no  very  extensive  experience 
in  this  line,  but  I  remember  one  case  in  which  a  large  wrought- 
iron  jib  crane  was  returned  to  the  factory  to  be  rebuilt  after 
having  been  through  a  fire.  The  owners  thought  that  it  would  not 
cost  as  much  as  a  new  one,  because  it  looked  pretty  fair.  It  was 
discolored  and  looked  as  if  it  had  been  through  a  good  deal  of 
heat,  but  yet  it  was  intact,  and  it  did  not  look  very  much  the 
worse  for  the  circumstance.  But  at  the  time  it  was  ready  to  be 
sent  back  again  it  was  found  it  had  cost  just  about  as  much  as  a 
new  crane  would.  The  wrought-iron  work  was  all  warped,  and 
had  to  be  taken  apart  and  straightened  and  put  together  again  in 
order  that  the  fitted  parts  could  have  neat  action.  The  actual 
labor  in  making  it  a  good  working  machine  again  played  such  a 
large  figure  in  the  work  that  the  material  was  scarcely  worth 
considering.  This  was  mostly  wrought-iron  work  with  some 
cast-iron  connections  and  cast-iron  gearing.  I  believe  only  one 
gear  wheel  was  broken  by  receiving  a  blow.    But  it  did  not  pay. 

Mr.  Warner, — I  presume  this  question  comes  up  often,  and  I 
hope  most  often,  to  members  of  this  Society  who  are  called  upon 
to  adjust  losses  of  others  rather  than  those  in  their  own  indi- 
vidual experience.  I  have  several  times  been  called  upon  to 
adjust  such  losses,  and  in  a  few  instances  have  undertaken  to 
put  in  good  condition  machines  which  have  been  through  a  fire. 
My  observations  have  taught  me  that  if  a  machine  has  been 
through  a  fire  which  has  been  severe  enough  to  melt  the  babbitt, 
I  should  call  it  of  no  value,  and  do  my  best  to  secure  for  the 
owner  the  full  value  of  the  machine  rather  than  call  it  a  partial 
loss.  It  is  a  nuisance  to  undertake  to  put  in  good  order  a 
machine  which  has  passed  through  a  fire,  for  after  it  has  been 
repaired,  even  though  it  may  look  as  good  as  new,  it  never  can 
be  true,  it  never  can  be  of  the  value  which  it  possessed  before 
the  fire,  and  I  believe  it  is  our  duty  in  such  calls  as  are  liable 
to  be  made  upon  us,  to  be  very  careful  in  placing  the  value  and 
not  get  it  too  high,  for  whoever  buys  a  machine  which  has  been 
through  a  fire  will  be  very  liable  to  be  deceived. 
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No.  696—132. 
How  to  locate  a  steum-eDgiDe  condenser.    . 

Mr,  John  H,  Cooper.*— The  Newcomen  engine  which  had  the 
condenser  very  close  to  the  cylinder — that,  is  within  it — has 
been  proven  to  be  a  very  bad  type  of  condensing  engine  ;  on  the 
other  hand,  a  modern,  first-class,  high-speed  engine  which  had  an 
exhaust  pipe  to  the  condenser  50  per  cent  longer  than  the  en- 
gine bed,  showed,  on  test,  next  to  no  vacuum  in  the  cylinder  when 
it  was  good  enough  in  the  condenser  ;  this  proved  to  be  a  very 
bad  type  of  condensing  engine  also,  although  the  engine  itself, 
as  a  non-condensing  one,  was  quite  perfect. 

These  two  cases  present  the  extremes  of  practice. 

Two  important  conditions  present  themselves  forcibly  in  this 
inquiry.  The  condenser  must  be  far  enough  away  from  the 
steam  cylinder  to  avoid  cooling  the  latter,  and  it  must  be  near 
enough  to  permit  the  free  flow  of  steam  away  from  the  cylinder. 

For  slow-speed  engines,  it  is  a  good  plan  to  have  a  long 
pipe  between  cylinder  and  condenser  because  in  this  case  there 
is  time  for  the  escape  of  steam  while  the  cooling  effect  is  least,  but 
for  high-speed  engines  the  difficulty  is  to  get  the  steam  away 
into  vacuum  fast  enough ;  the  exhaust  ways  become  crowded 
with  and  heated  by  steam. 

What  is  the  opinion  of  the  members  as  to  the  relative  advan- 
tages of  long  or  short  pipe  connections  between  cylinder  and 
condenser  of  a  steam  engine  ? 

Mr,  Oeorge  I.  Bockwood, — I  doubt  if  mere  length  of  exhaust 
pipe  can  producer  a  measurable  diflference  between  the  degree  of 
vacuum  obtained  in  the  condenser  and  that  realized  in  the 
exhaust  pipe  where  it  attaches  to  the  cylinder.  It  appears  as  if 
the  case  mentioned  by  Mr.  Cooper  must  be  explained  differently, 
as  I  have  had  condensers  located  in  another  part  of  the  building 
from  the  engine  room,  which  give  almost  exactly  the  same  indi- 
cation on  the  vacuum  gauge  at  the  condenser  and  on  the  indicator 
diagram.  In  other  words,  while  a  large  volume  contained  in  the 
exhaust  pipe  and  condenser  may  reduce  the  vacuum  if  the  air 
pump  is  not  large  enough  to  cope  with  it,  yet,  if  the  exhaust 
pipe  is  large  enough  in  diameter,  I  should  think  it  impossible  to 
maintain  a  greater  vacuum  in  one  part  of  the  pipe  than  is  in  any 
other  part  of  it. 
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DCXCVII. 

MEMORIAL    NOTICES    OF   MEMBERS    DECEASED 
DURING   THE  YEAR. 

JAMES  a.   DAGRON. 

Mr.  Dagron  graduated  in  1881  as  Mechanical  Engineer  from 
the  ^^cole  Centrale  des  Arts  et  Manufactures  of  Paris.  He  served 
his  school  as  tutor  and  preparator  of  the  chemical  lectures  and 
in  charge  of  the  first-year  laboratory  for  one  year.  Beturning  to 
America  in  1883-84  he  entered  the  engineering  office  of  Qt. 
Bouscaren,  at  that  time  acting  as  Consulting  Engineer  of  the 
Cincinnati  Southern  Railway.  He  was  selected  by  Mr.  Bous- 
caren  to  represent  him  as  inspector  of  the  bridges  in  process  of 
erection  at  Pittsburg,  in  which  relation  he  had  the  title  of  Asst. 
Engineer  C.  N.  O.  &  T.  P.  R  R.  He  resigned  in  1886  to  become 
Inspector  of  Bridges  for  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  B.  B.,  and  later 
rose  to  be  Bridge  Engineer.  For  a  short  interval  he  was  Super- 
intendent at  Pencoyd,  Pa.  After  leaving  railway  service  he 
remained  in  Baltimore  as  Assistant  City  Engineer.  He  served 
the  A.  S.  C.  E.  as  secretary  of  its  committee  to  report  upon  uni- 
form systems  of  physical  tests  of  materials.  He  was  but  thirty, 
four  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death,  May  25,  1895,  and  had 
become  a  member  at  the  spring  meeting  of  1885. 

WILLIAM   C.    MACKINNEY. 

Mr.  Mackinney  was  bom  September  27, 1848,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
After  leaving  the  public  school,  he  entered  the  machine  shop  of 
the  firm  of  Neafie  &  Levy,  of  Philadelphia ;  and  after  passing 
through  into  the  drawing  room,  his  ability  in  the  line  of  marine 
engineering  attracted  the  interest  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Wilson,  the  super- 
intendent of  the  works.  He  remained  with  them,  advancing 
rapidly,  until  1875,  when  he  became  head  draughtsman  and  later 
superintendent  for  Baird  &  Houston,  a  new  firm  in  the  line  of 
shipbuilding  on  the  Delaware  Biver.  The  depression  in  ship- 
building following  those  years  compelled  him  to  abandon  the  line 
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of  his  choice,  so  that  he  became,  first,  a  draughtsman  for  the  I. 
P.  Morri^  Co.,  and  later  for  the  H.  W.  Butterworth  &  Sons  Co., 
with  whom  he  remained  until  the  time  of  his  death.  Their 
specialty  of  textile  machinery  was  a  new  one  to  him,  but  he 
quickly  mastered  its  minute  details,  and  many  of  the  ingenious 
devices  upon  thd  machines  of  this  company  are. his  invention. 
His  friends  speak  of  him  as  a  man  of  much  perseverance  aud 
enei^,  practical  and  thorough,  and  that  as  leader  and  associate 
he  commanded  both  respect  and  love.  He  joined  the  Society  in 
1883,  and  passed  away  June  8,  1895,  after  a  lingering  illness 
caused  by  Bright's  disease. 

GEOBGE  DAVIDSON. 

Mr.  Davidson  was  of  English  birth,  and  began  his  practical 
training  as  apprentice  and  draughtsman  with  Greenwood  &  Batley 
of  Leeds,  England,  in  1882.  After  serving  for  three  years  he 
came  to  America,  and  served  with  various  firms  as  draughtsman 
from  1885  to  1887.  From  1889  to  1891,  at  which  time  he  joined 
the  Society,  he  had  been  draughtsman  and  engineer  for  the  Con- 
solidated Refrigerating  Company  of  New  York,  during  which 
time  he  had  been  the  designer  and  superintendent  of  the  con- 
struction of  large  refrigerating  and  ice-making  plants  in  several 
of  the  principal  cities.  Until  1893  he  was  manager  of  the  Wash- 
ington Cold  Storage  Company  of  New  York  City,  He  died  July 
11,  1895. 

EZRA   J.  WHITAKER. 

Mr.  Whitaker  was  bom  April  12,  1839,  at  North  Adams,  Mass. 
It  was  intended  that  he  should  become  a  lawyer  after  leaving 
college,  and  was  fitted  by  preparatory  training  at  Williston 
Academy  for  his  college  course.  He  passed  the  necessary  exam- 
inations for  entry  into  the  navy  in  1860,  and  his  first  sea  expe- 
rience was  in  the  Minnesota.  He  was  a  participant  in  the  historic 
struggle  between  the  Merrimac  and  Monitor,  and  was  also  in 
engagements  with  his  ship  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  Fort  Fisher,  Mobile, 
James  River,  etc.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  had  various 
assignments  in  the  North  and  South  Atlantic,  South  Pacific,  and 
Asiatic  stations.  His  last  sea  service  was  on  the  cruiser  PhUa- 
delphia^  where  the  exactions  and  burdens  of  his  position  com- 
pelled him  to  be  relieved,  May  8,  1895,  from  disability  arising  in 
4S 
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the  line  of  duty.  He  returned  to  his  home  at  Sacketts  Harbor, 
N.  T.,  but  never  recovered,  and  passed  away  August  20, 1§95,  from 
valvular  lesion  of  the  heart.  He  was  buried  at  his  old  home  in 
North  Adams. 

Mr.  Whitaker  was  zealous  in  the  discharge  of  his  professional 
work.  Though  reserved  by  nature,  he  was  an  amiable  companion 
and  of  unquestioned  personal  integrity. 

HERMAN    WINTER. 

Mr.  Winter  was  born  in  Prussia,  1829,  but  came  as  a  mere  child  to 
New  Toifk  City.  On  leaving  school  he  entered  the  Morgan  Iron 
Works  of  that  city,  which  had  been  established  in  1836  by  Mr. 
Charles  Morgan,  the  owner  at  that  time  of  a  considerable  sailing 
fleet,  who  operated  the  first  steamship  between  New  York  and 
Charleston,  and  who  subsequently  fouuded  the  Morgan  Line  of 
Steamships.  Mr.  Winter  was  one  of  his  trusted  advisers,  and 
was  strongly  influential  in  urging  the  change  from  side  wheel  to 
propeller  for  the  coast  trade  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  When  but 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  Mr.  Winter  was  sent  by  his  employer  to 
the  River  Danube  to  install  some  engines  built  for  that  service, 
and  he  remained  as  superintendent  of  the  Danube  Navigation 
Company  for  several  years.  Beturning  to  America  a  few  years 
before  the  war  of  1861,  he  was  busily  engaged  in  his  specialty  of 
marine  architecture,  and  felt  the  immense  stimulus  whicli  came 
to  such  concerns  upon  the  demand  for  cruisers  and  transports 
during  the  years  of  that  war.  He  was  instrumental  in  directing 
the  equipment  of  several  shipbuilding  yards  created  in  response 
to  the  emergency  of  the  times.  Besides  the  American  designs  by 
Mr.  Winter  for  the  Norfolk  and  Bichmond  Line,  now  the  Old 
Dominion,  and  the  freight  vessels  for  the  Metropolitan  Steamship 
Company,  operating  the  outside  route  to  Boston,  one  of  the  early 
Italian  iron-clads  was  from  his  design,  and  the  first  twin-screw 
vessel  launched  in  the  TJnited  States  was  his  Aransas,  planned  for 
shoal-water  work  in  tlie  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  steamboats  of 
Boston  and  Gloucester  Line  and  many  other  smaller  craft  were 
Mr.  Winter's  work,  and  he  served  several  important  companies 
as  chief  or  consulting  engineer.  He  was  one  of  the  board 
appointed  in  1885  to  report  upon  the  Dolphin  and  other  United 
States  Navy  contracts.  He  was  also  inspector  for  Lloyds  in  New 
York  City.     He  took  out  several  patents,  such  as  a  rotary  cut-oflF 
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for  beam  engines,  and  a  form  of  wharf  drop  for  steamship  gang 
p]anks,  but  had  also  presented  to  the  public  a  great  many  of  his 
designs  in  very  general  use  without  patent  protection.  He  had 
been  compelled  by  ill  health  to  withdraw  from  active  competitive 
business,  and  passed  away  September  4,  1895.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  Society  in  1886. 

WILLIAM   A.    PIKE. 

Mr.  William  Abbot  Pike  was  bom  July  3,  1851,  in  Dorchester, 
Mass.  He  graduated  in  1871  from  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology,  and  on  graduation  went  into  the  engineering  office  of 
J.  B.  Henck  for  a  short  time,  but  was  called  that  autumn  to  become 
Professor  of  Civil  Engineering  in  the  Maine  State  College.  He 
was  instrumental  in  starting  shop  training  as  a  feature  of  his  work 
in  building  up  his  department.  In  1880  he  was  called  to  a  larger 
field  to  become  Dean  of  the  College  of  Mechanic  Arts  of  the 
University  of  Minnesota,  with  the  title  of  Professor  of  Engineer- 
ing. He  served  here  for  twelve  years,  and  resigned  in  1892  to 
enter  consulting  practice,  although  serving  as  lecturer  in  the 
University  for  one  year.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  con- 
sulting engineer  for  important  commissions  in  his  city.  He  died 
October  13,  1895,  from  pneumonia.  Among  his  best  known  pro- 
fessional engagements  were  the  design  of  the  coal  docks  for  the 
Northern  Pacific  K.  R.  at  Superior,  Wis.,  and  the  water-works 
system  at  St.  Cloud,  Minn.  He  became  connected  with  the 
Society  at  its  meeting  in  1890. 

PHILIP   R.   VOORHEES. 

Philip  Bandall  Voorhees  was  born  in  Annapolis,  Md.,  in  1835, 
and  came  from  patriotic  Revolutionary  stock  on  both  sides  of  his 
family.  His  father  was  Commodore  Philip  F.  Voorhees,  a  native 
of  New  Jersey,  who  entered  the  navy  in  1809,  and  died  in  1862. 
He  was  a  distinguished  otBcer,  and  received  a  medal  from  Con- 
gress for  gallant  service  in  the  war  of  1812,  under  Decatur  and 
Warrington,  in  the  capture  of  the  frigate  Macedonian  and  sloop- 
of-war  Epervier.  Commodore  Voorhees  commanded  some  of  the 
finest  ships  in  the  American  navy,  his  last  command  being  the 
East  India  squadron.  His  mother  was  Anne  Randall,  daughter 
of  John  and  Deborah  Randall,  of  Annapolis.  His  grandfather 
Randall  was  born  in  Virginia,  served  in  the  Revolution,  and  was 
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afterward  made  Collector  of  the  Port  of  Annapolis — at  that  time 
of  greater  importance  than  the  Port  of  Baltimore.  His  daughter 
Anne — afterward  Mrs.  Voorhees — was  a  woman  of  remarkable 
grace  and  beauty,  and  their  home  was  most  attractive  and  hos- 
pitable. Commodore  Voorhees  had  two  children,  the  son  Philip, 
and  a  daughter,  afterward  Mrs.  HoUins  McKim,  of  Baltimore. 
Mr.  Voorhees  was  graduated  from  St.  John's  College,  at  Annapo- 
lis, in  1855.  receiving  the  degree  of  A.B.  and  subsequently  the 
degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  Among  the  names  of  many  distin- 
guished alumni,  St.  John's  numbers  that  of  Francis  Scott  Key, 
the  author  of  the  *'  Star  Spangled  Banner." 

Mr.  Voorhees  first  studied  law,  but  his  inherited  love  for  the 
sea  and  his  mechanical  taste  led  him,  after  devoting  some  time  to 
law,  to  take  up  a  practical  course  in  mechanical  engineering  at 
the  Vulcan  Iron  Works,  in  Baltimore,  and  in  February,  1861, 
entered  the  navy  as  an  engineer  officer.  During  the  late  war  of 
1861-65,  he  was  present  at  the  battles  of  Hatteras  Inlet,  Port 
Royal,  and  in  the  two  bombardments  of  Fort  Fisher.  He  was 
also  in  the  engagement  at  Cape  Fear  River,  preceding  the  fall  of 
Wilmington,  and  in  one  of  the  ships  of  the  James  River  fleet  at 
the  fall  of  Richmond.  While  in  the  South  Atlantic  squadron  at 
Port  Royal,  he  acted  as  chief  engineer  of  the  Wabash,  and 
received  special  mention  and  high  praise  for  the  skill  and  effi- 
ciency displayed  in  keeping  the  vessel  in  active  service  (when 
greatly  needed)  long  after  she  had  been  condemned  by  the  Board 
of  Survey  as  unfit  for  further  service.  After  a  cruise  in  the  South 
Pacific  seas,  he  was  detailed  for  duty  as  Instructor  in  the  Naval 
Academy,  from  which  station  he  resigned  to  resume  his  law 
studies.  He  was  intrusted  with  a  prominent  position  in  the 
Centennial  Exposition  at  Philadelphia,  which  he  filled  with  great 
credit  and  enti^-e  satisfaction  to  the  directors.  After  some  service 
in  the  Examining  Department  of  the  United  States  Patent  Office, 
he  began  the  practice  of  law,  devoting  his  attention  particularly 
to  the  patent  branch  of  the  profession,  settling  in  New  York  for 
the  purpose. 

Mr.  Voorhees  joined  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical 
Engineers  in  1889,  and  was  also  a  member  of  the  Engineers' 
Club,  of  the  University  and  Lawyers'  Clubs,  New  York  Geograph- 
ical Society,  the  New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical 
Society,  the  American  Society  of  Naval  Engineers,  and  the  Soci- 
ety of  Naval  Architects  and  Marine  Engineers. 
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In  character,  Mr.  Yoorhees  was  a  high-toned  Christian  gentle- 
man, genial  and  affable;  a  man  of  fine  education  and  mind, 
singularly  modest  and  sincere,  most  loyal  to  his  friends,  and  with 
a  warm,  generous  nature  which  greatly  endeared  him  to  all  who 
knew  him.  He  died  at  Lakewood,  New  Jersey,  December  12, 
1895. 

RUSSELL  W.  HILDRETH. 

Mr.  Hildreth  was  bom  in  New  York  City.  He  graduated  from 
the  School  of  Engineering  of  Columbia  University  in  1885,  and 
served  for  five  years  as  assistant  to  Mr.  George  S.  Morison,  repre- 
senting him  in  work  upon  the  Omaha,  Nebraska  City,  Sioux  City, 
Willamette  at  Portland,  the  Cairo  and  other  bridges,  and  in  much 
subordinate  achievement.  The  firm  of  R.  W.  Hildreth  &  Co. 
waiT formed  in  1890  for  the  inspection  of  structural  material,  and 
much  of  interesting  and  important  work  was  committed  to  the 
firm  in  this  capacity,  and  as  consulting  engineer  a  considerable 
number  of  bridges  in  different  parts  of  the  country  were  designed 
and  some  structural  work  in  the  way  of  office  buildings.  Mr. 
Hildreth  was  just  entering  with  some  success  the  field  of  expert 
contracting  as  an  additional  department,  when  his  career  was  cut 
short  by  his  untimely  death  from  pneumonia,  December  23, 1895. 

DAVID  KINNEAR  CLARK. 

With  the  death,  January  22,  1896,  of  Mr,  D.  K.  Clark,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four  years,  there  has  been  removed  another  of  the 
noted  names  which  have  made  eminent  the  profession  of  mechan- 
ical engineering  in  the  preceding  generation,  and  whose  work  has 
been  of  very  great  repute  and  standing,  particularly  in  the  field  of 
compilation. 

Mr.  Clark  served  his  apprenticeship  at  the  Phoenix  Iron  Works 
of  Glasgow,  and  afterward  became  the  mechanical  engineering 
draughtsman  in  the  civil  engineering  office  of  Mr.  John  Miller  at 
Edinburgh.  He  devoted  here  his  literary  energies  to  the  Practical 
Mechanic  and  Engineer's  Magazine^  acting  as  its  assistant  editor  for 
two  years.  He  was  then  engineer  in  chief  of  the  Deep  Sea  Fisher- 
ies Association  in  London,  but  returned  in  1853  to  Scotland  to 
become  the  locomotive  superintendent  of  the  Great  North  of 
Scotland  Railroad,  with  headquarters  at  Inverness.  During  the 
six  years  from  1849-55  Mr.  Clark  had  been  at  work  by  investiga- 
tion  and  study   upon   his   first    great  work,   entitled   Railway 
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Machmery :  A  Treatise  on  the  Mechanical  JSnginee7*ing  of  liail- 
ways,  Emhracing  the  Prynciples  and  Construction  of  Rolling  and 
Fixed  Plant.  It  was  dedicated  to  Bobert  Stevenson  and  was 
published  in  Glasgow  in  1855.  It  was  at  once  recognized  as  a 
classic  and  is  still  a  standard,  in  spite,  of  course,  of  the  many 
developments  which  each  succeeding  year  has  brought  to  the 
subject  of  which  it  treats.  When  Zera  Colburn  came  to  London 
from  the  United  States  the  two  men  began  immediate  coUabora- 
tion,  and  in  1860  the  supplementary  volume,  entitled  Recent 
Practice  in  Locomotive  Engines,  was  issued.  Mr.  Clark  became  a 
recognized  authority  in  railway  and  mechanical  matters,  and  was 
about  this  time  employed  in  valuipg  the  rolling  stock  of  the 
Irish  railways  and  in  similar  work  in  Egyj)t  He  also  made  a 
preliminary  survey  for  ship  railway  at  the  first  cataract  of,tlie 
Nile.  He  was  entrusted  with  the  machinery  department  of  the 
great  exhibition  of  1862,  and  about  1864  he  issued  his  first  edition 
of  that  which  in  its  later  forms  has  become  so  well  known  to 
American  engineers,  his  Manual  of  Rvles^  Tables  a?id  Data  for 
Mechanical  Engineers. 

His  relation  to  steam  engineering  early  made  him  an  authority 
on  combustion  and  smoke  prevention,  and  but  shortly  after  the 
experiments  of  Dr.  C.  E.  Emery  in  America,  he  produced  his  first 
observations  and  conclusions  upon  condensation  in  the  engine 
cylinder.  A  smoke  prevention  device  of  his  dates  from  1857 ;  he 
applied  his  system  to  the  locomotives  of  several  companies ;  he 
wrote  a  book,  Euel :  Its  Combustion  and  E-onomy  (1879),  and  served 
as  testing  engineer  for  one  of  the  smoke  abatement  committees. 
In  this  relation  a  most  elaborate  stories  of  tests  of  fuels  was  made 
under  his  direction  and  are  embodied  in  one  of  the  British  Blue 
Books  of  18S2.  His  two  best  known  recent  works  were  his 
Tramways :  Their  Construction  and  Working  (1894)  and  his  Steam 
Engine  (1893).  In  this  latter  has  been  brought  together  an  im- 
mense quantity  of  information  for  the  steam-engine  engineer  con- 
cerning combustion,  chimneys,  boiler  design,  the  working  of  steam 
and  the  mechanism  of  typical  engines. 

Mr.  Clark  had  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  first  engineers 
elected  to  honorary  membership  in  the  American  Society  of 
Mechanical  Engineers,  an  honor  conferred  upon  him  by  action  of 
the  Society  in  November,  1882.  He  never  contributed  to  its 
Transactions,  but  was  a  generous  and  valued  author  in  the  British 
societies. 
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NAT  W.  PRATT. 

Mr.  Nat  W.  Pratt  was  bom  in  Baltimore,  MA,  January  31, 
1852.  His  father,  William  Pratt,  and  bis  mother,  Anne  Elizabeth 
Eddy,  were  both  descended  from  the  Pilgrim  stock  which  settled 
in  Plymouth  County,  Mass.,  in  1630,  and  both  survive  their  son. 
In  18f)0  they  removed  to  Providence,  E.  I.,  where  they  remained 
until  they  removed  to  New  York  in  1864.  When  they  left  New 
York  in  1871  for  Middleboro,  Mass.,  their  present  home,  the  son 
remained  behind  and  became  a  member  of  the  household  of  Mr. 
Stephen  Wilcox,  with  whom  he  lived  in  Brooklyn  until  1880,  when 
he  married  Miss  Carrie  Virginia  Deudney,  of  Kingston,  N.  Y., 
and  established  his  own  home.  He  continued  to  reside  in  IBrook- 
lyn  until  his  death. 

His  early  education  was  obtained  from  private  schools  in  Balti- 
more, public  schools  in  Providence  and  a  private  school  of  tech- 
nology. Much  of  his  training  in  mechanics  and  drawing  he 
received  from  his  father,  from  whom  also  he  inherited  a  strong 
inventive  faculty,  which  found  full  scope  in  his  chosen  career. 
During  the  civil  war  his  father  was  superintendent  of  the  Bum- 
side  Armory  works  at  Providence,  which  were  then  engaged  in 
making  breech-loading  guns  for  the  government.  Young  Nat  was 
about  the  works  a  good  deal,  and  even  at  twelve  years  of  age 
made  creditable  models  for  firearms. 

During  the  past  twenty-five  years  Mr.  Pratt  was  engaged  in  the 
business  of  manufacturing  steam  boilers.  From  1871  to  1881  he 
was  connected  with  the  firm  of  Babcock  &  Wilcox,  composed  of 
George  H.  Babcock  abd  Stephen  Wilcox,  both  of  whom  came 
from  Westerly,  R  L  When  the  firm  was  changed  into  a  corpora- 
tion in  1881,  Mr.  Pratt  became  its  treasurer  and  manager,  retain- 
ing the  position  until,  at  the  death  of  Mr.  Babcock,  in  1893,  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  company.  His  best  monument  is  the 
merited  success  and  fame  of  the  business  enterprise  to  which  he 
gave  his  time,  his  talents  and  his  ceaseless  energy.  He  combined 
engineering  skill  and  inventive  genius  with  extraordinary  business 
capacity.  In  the  particular  department  of  steam,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  any  man  living  had  a  better  practical  knowledge  than 
Mr.  Pratt,  nnd  his  theoretical  knowledge  of  the  subject  enabled 
him  to  devise  many  improvements  on  mechanical  appliances.  In 
1884  he  became  consulting  engineer  to  the  Dynamite  Gun  Com- 
pany.    Under  his  designs  and  patents  the  first  successful  dyna- 
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mite  gun  was  built.  It  was  with  this  gun,  eight  inch  calibre  and 
sixty  feet  long,  that  the  experiments  in  throwing  aerial  torpedoes 
were  conducted  at  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York. 

It  is  not  often  that  the  faculty  for  invention  is  united  with  an 
aptitude  for  business,  but  Mr.  Pratt  was  known  throughout  the 
business  world  for  sagacity  and  sound  judgment  As  the  business 
of  the  Babcock  &  Wilcox  Company  grew  in  magnitude,  he  was 
equal  to  the  increased  demand.  He  had  the  rare  good  fortune 
to  possess  a  quick  and  comprehensive  mind,  with  a  fondness  for 
details,  and  the  industry  and  enei^  to  work  things  out  to  their 
end.  He  not  only  knew  the  advantages  of  system,  but  he  loved 
to  practise  it.  It  may  be  truly  said  that  he  had  a  place  for  every- 
thing and  everything  in  its  place,  and,  what  is  more,  he  never  for- 
got the  place. 

In  business  dealings  Mr.  Pratt  was  prompt,  a^ressive  and  per- 
sistent. He  scorned  meanness.  Even  his  business  opponents 
admired  his  sagacity  and  energy,  and  recognized  his  fairness. 

Mr.  Pratt  was  not  given  to  clubs  or  general  society.  He  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  En- 
gineers early  in  its  history,  and  belonged  also  to  the  American 
Institute  of  Mining  Engineers,  the  American  Naval  Institute,  and 
the  Engineers'  Club  of  New  York  City.  When  he  could  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  vieit  friends  he  was  always  a  welcome  guest  He  was 
the  best  of  entertainers.  He  was  preeminently  attached  to  his 
own  home  and  family,  and  was  always  devising  ways  of  making 
his  home  more  beautiful.  He  dearly  loved  children,  and  his  affec- 
tion for  them  was  always  reciprocated.  He  was  passionately  fond 
of  rare  flowers,  and  cultivated  many  in  his  fine  conservatory,  where 
he  spent  many  happy  hours. 

Mr.  Pratt  died  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  March  10,  1896,  at  the  age 
of  forty-four. 

PRANK   CAWLEY. 

Mr.  Cawley  was  bom  near  Woodstown,  N.  J.,  October  8,  1868. 
As  a  mere  lad  on  the  farm  he  showed  a  great  fondness  for  machin- 
ery and  was  entrusted  at  ten  years  of  age  with  the  care  of  an 
agricultural  engine.  He  graduated  from  Swarthmore  College  in 
1888,  and  was  instructor  of  manual  training  for  two  years,  after 
which  time  he  received  his  professional  degree.  From  1890  to 
1892  he  was  mechanical  engineer  of  the  St.  Bernard  Coal  Com- 
pany at  Earlington,  and  then  was  selected  for  a  position  in  the 
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iDgersoU  Hock  Drill  CompaDj  at  their  branch  office  in  Montreal^ 
Canada.  Failing  health  compelled  him  to  forgego  certain  assign- 
ments as  draughtsman,  and  culminated  in  an  enforced  withdrawal 
from  professional  work  in  1894,  although  he  fought  bravely  for  a 
year  against  the  inroads  of  disease.  He  finally  returned  to  his 
home  in  the  United  States  in  October,  1895,  and  passed  away 
April  6,  1896.     He  became  a  member  of  the  Society  in  1892. 

ALFRED  HENRY  SMITH. 

Mr.  Smith  was  bom  in  June,  1867,  and  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1887.  His  studies  at  the  University 
were  particularly  directed  to  steam  engineering  and  marine  archi- 
tecture, and  to  perfect  himself  in  his  chosen  specialty  he  entered  • 
the  shop  and  yard  of  James  and  George  Thompson,  of  Clydebank, 
Scotland,  1888-90.  He  served  also  as  cadet  engineer  on  the 
steamships  Indiana.  Ohio,  Spartan^  City  of  New  York.  His  first 
engagemeAt  in  1890  as  draughtsman  with  The  Pusey  and  Jones 
Company  was  with  the  understanding  that  he  was  to  follow  his 
chosen  Kne,  but  circumstances  directed  him  into  the  paper  ma- 
chine department,  in  which  he  became  thoroughly  competent.  He 
was  commissioned  as  representative  of  the  firm  to  Scandinavia 
recently  with  marked  success.  His  vigor  of  body,  however,  was 
not  equal  to  the  brilliancy  of  his  mental  attainments,  so  that  by 
the  advice  of  physicians  he  went  to  the  South ;  but  the  experiment 
was  not  a  success,  and  he  died  in  Texas,  April  24,  1896.  He 
joined  the  Society  in  1892. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


748  APPENDIX 


DCXCVIII. 

APPENDIX  TO  VOLUME  XVIL 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  FIFTH  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  FOR 
THE  UNIFICATION  OF  METHODS  OF  TESTING  BUILDING  AND 
STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS.  HELD  AT  ZURICH,  SEPTEMBER  9,  10. 
AND  11,  1895.* 

Minutes  op  the  First  Day. 

On  Monday,  September  9th,  Prof.  L.  von  Tetmajer  called  the 
Fifth  International  Congress  fol-  the  Unification  of  Methods  of 
Testing  Building  and  Structural  Materials  to  order,  and  thereupon 
welcomed  the  participants,  thanking  the  Fourth  Standing  Com- 
mittee and  the  various  chairmen  of  sub-committees,  and  also  the 
Federal  Government,  the  President  of  the  Svriss  School  Board, 
the  City  Council  of  Zurich,  the  management  of  the  Northeastern 
Railway  of  Switzerland,  the  editor  of  the  Svnss  Building  News, 
and  the  engineers  of  Zurich  for  their  assistance.  He  also  an- 
nounced that  this  Conference  was  entirely  public  and  entirely 
unfettered,  with  the  object  of  mutual  exchange  of  opinions  and 
experience ;  that  the  resolutions  were  not  of  a  binding  character, 
and  only  serve  to  express  what  the  majority  of  those  present  con- 
sider to  be  the  truth.  After  a  few  business  notices  the  speaker 
refeiTed  to  the  order  of  business  and  to  the  fact  that  at  tlie  Zurich 
Conference  a  first  attempt  was  made  to  define,  in  a  series  of  com- 
prehensive addresses,  the  present  state  of  the  art  of  testing  various 
special  classes  of  materials.  He  also  pointed  out  that  a  number 
of  the  twenty  problems  remitted  to  the  Fourth  Standing  Commit- 
tee had  remained  unsolved,  because  the  legacy  left  by  the  late 
Professor  Bauschinger  consisted  mainly  of  difficult  problems. 

*  This  Appendix  has  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Gus.  C.  Henninfj,  Secretary  and 
Reporter  of  the  Committee  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engintjers 
upon  Standard  Methods  of  Test  and  Testing  Materials.  Mr.  Henning  was  com- 
missioned to  attend  this  conference  as  accredited  delegate  of  the  Society,  and 
reported  Informally  the  results  at  the  New  York  meeting  of  the  Society  in  1895. 
Persons  interested  in  the  previous  work  of  these  conferences  and  the  Society's 
relation  to  them  will  find  earlier  appendices  numbered  as  papers  Nos.  878,  479, 
480,  550,  551  of  the  Tran»aciion$  of  the  Society. — Secretary* 
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The  speaker  called  attention  to  the  multilingual  character  of  tlie 
proceedings,  and  stated  that  all  announcements,  propositions,  etc., 
through  the  praiseworthy  assistance  of  various  professors  and 
engineers,  members  of  a  special  interpretation  committee,  would 
be  translated  from  one  language  into  the  other. 

Prof.  L.  von  Tetmajer  thereupon  called  attention  to  the  printed 
papers  added  to  the  archives  of  the  Conference,  and  made  special 
reference  to  the  four  volumes  issued  by  the  French  National 
Commission,  edited  by  Professor  Debray,.  and  jmblished  by  E. 
Eothschild  in  Paris,  relating  to  unification  of  methods  of  testing, 
and  requested  examination  of  the  same. 

After  reading  obituary  notices  of  members  deceased  since  the 
Vienna  Conference,  and  making  several  announcements,  the  floor 
was  given  to  the  representative  of  the  Swiss  Government,  Major 
H.  Bleuler,  President  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

President  Bleuler  expressed  thanks  for  the  honor  shown  by  the 
Conference  to  the  country,  the  city,  and  the  Swiss  Polytechnic 
School  by  accepting  their  invitation,  brought  greetings  of  the  Swiss 
authorities  and  the  country,  and  wished  success  in  the  work  and 
efforts  of  the  Conference  which  had  caused  so  many  eminent 
men  of  science  and  practical  professions  to  gather. 

On  motion  of  Prof.  L.  von  Tetmajer,  representing  the  Chairmen 
of  the  Fourth  Standing  Committee,  the  following  officers  were 
elected  for  the  three  days  of  the  Conference : 

FIRST  DAY. 
Honorary  Presidents : 
Chief  Building  Coancillor  Bebobb,  Building  Director  of  Vienna. 
Professor  Dr.  Lede^bur,  Royal  Saxon  Mining  C<»uncinor.  Freiberg. 

Chairman  : 
Major  H.  Blbxjlbb,  President  Swiss  Board  of  Education. 

SeeretoHes  : 
P.  Dbbbat,  Cliief  Engineer  P.  and  C,  Professor  at  the  National  School  of 
Bridges  and  Roads,  Paris. 

Prof.  A.  Mabtens,  Engineer,  Director  Royal  Prussian  Testing  Laboratories, 
Berlin. 

SECOND  DAY. 

Honorary  Presidents  : 

Prof.  J.  Benktti,  Director  School  of  Application  for  Engineers,  Uuiversity, 
Bologna. 

E.  PoLONCKAU,  Chief  Engineer  Paris-Orleans  Railway,  ex-President  French 
Society  Civil  Engineers. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


750  APPENDIX 


Chairman : 
Court   Coancillor  Dr.   ExNBR,  Director  Imperial    Royal   Technical  Trades 
Museum,  Vienna. 

Secretaries: 

G.  AiiPHERTS,  Director  Holland  Technical  Bureau  Colonial  Ministry,  Govern- 
ment Representative. 
A.  Saillbb,  Chief  Engineer  of  Mines,  Vienna. 

THIRD   DAY. 

Honorary  Presidents  : 

His  Excellency  Professor  Belblubski,  Director  Testing  Laboratory  of  the  In- 
stitute of  Roads,  Delegate  of  the  Russian  Society  of  Engineers,  St.  Petersburg. 

Gus.  C.  Hennino,  Engineer,  Delegate  American  Society  Mechanical  Engi- 
neers, New  York. 

Chairman  : 

Prof.  C.  ZscHOKKB,  Engineer,  Professor  of  Engineering,  Swiss  Polytechnic 
Institute,  Aarau. 

Secretaries : 

Engineer  Greil,  Director  City  Testing  Laboratory,  Vienna. 

Engineer  Roussel,  Chief  of  Testing  Laboratory,  Malines  Arsenal,  Belgium. 

Upon  request  of  the  Chairman,  the  ofl&cers  elected  took  their 
respective  seats,  after  provision  for  interpretation  of  the  proceed- 
ings bad  been  made,  on  motion  of  Engineer  Luiggi,  Livomo  (Leg- 
horn), and  of  the  Baron  Quinette  de  Rochemont  de  Paris,  when 
Government  Councillor  Dr.  Kick,  Professor  at  the  technical 
High  School  at  Vienna,  took  the  floor  to  deliver  an  obituary 
address  on  the  late  Prof.  J.  Bauschinger  of  Munich. 

In  place  of  Dr.  Delbrueck,  who  was  detained  by  sickness,  Mr. 
Dyckerhoflf  of  Amoeneburg  read  the  obituary  on  the  late  Dr. 
Boehme,  the  founder  of  the  Royal  Prussian  Testing  Laboratory 
at  Berlin. 

The  President  thanked  the  speakers  for  their  remarks,  on  behalf 
of  the  Conference,  which  arose  in  honor  of  the  late  Professor 
Bauschinger,  and  moved  to  send  a  telegram  of  good  cheer  to  Dr. 
Delbrueck. 

Having  carried  out  the  programme  of  the  day,  the  meeting 
dispersed  at  12  o'clock. 

P.  Debray. 
A.  Martens. 

Zurich,  September  9, 1895. 
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Minutes  op  the  Second  Day. 


Galled  to  order  at  9.15  a.m. 

Prof.  L.  von  Tetmajer,  before  the  meeting  proceeds  to  business, 
expresses  sincere  regret  about  the  accident  which  occurred  yes- 
terday afternoon  on  the  occasion  of  the  descent  of  the  Uetli 
Mountain  Railway,  the  victim  of  which,  Professor  Hanisch  of 
Vienna,  had  received  a  fracture  of  the  ankle.  The  speaker  stated 
that  an  investigation  of  the  accident  had  been  commenced,  and 
requests  those  present  not  to  consider  the  accident  too  seriously. 
Hereupon  the  officers  elected  for  the  second  day  are  requested  to 
take  their  seats.  As  Honorary  PreMenta :  Prof.  J.  Benetti, 
Director  School  of  Application  for  Engineers,  University  of 
Bologna;  E.  Polonceau,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Paris-Orleans 
Railway,  ex-President  of  the  French  Society  of  CivU  Engineers. 
As  Chairman :  Court  Councillor  Exner,  Director  Imperial  Royal 
Technical  Trades  Museum,  Vienna.  As  Secretaries :  G.  Alpherts, 
Director  of  the  Technical  Bureau  of  the  Holland  Colonial  Ministry, 
The  Hague ;  A.  Sailler,  Chief  Engineer  of  Mines,  Vienna. 

After  a  few  words  of  welcome  to  those  present,  by  the  Chairman, 
Chief  Engineer  Polonceau  took  the  floor,  expressing  the  thanks 
of  his  French  colleagues  for  the  great  distinction  shown  his  country 
and  its  engineers,  and  stated  that  he  and  his  colleagues  take  part 
with  pleasure  in  the  labors  of  the  Conference,  and  promised,  in 
conjunction  with  them,  to  assist  in  reaching  the  objects  sought. 

The  Chairman  then  gave  the  floor  to  Councillor  of  Mines 
Professor  Dr.  Wedding,  who  read  his  paper :  "  On  the  results  of 
previous  attempts  at  unification  of  analytical  chemical  analyses  of 
iron."  The  speaker  pointed  out  the  reasons  which  necessitate 
attention  to  the  chemical  composition  of  iron,  and  methods  of 
analyses  which  serve  to  check  manufacture  and  those  which  serve 
to  identify  the  finished  product.  Next  the  sources  of  errors  were 
discussed ;  and  the  oft-observed  variations  in  analytical  results 
were  shown  to  depend  upon  : 

1.  Uncertainty  of  samples. 

2.  Uncertainty  of  reagents. 

3.  Greater  or  lesser  care  of  chemists. 

4.  Difference  in  reliability  of  methods  used. 

Messrs.  E.  Polonceau,  G.  C.  Henning,  E.  Schroedter,  and  Toldt 
took  part  in  the  discussion. 

After  close  of  the  discussion,  which  pointed  out  the  importance 
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of  the  subject  and  the  desirability  of  regulating  methods  of  analy- 
tical chemical  analyses,  the  Chairman  thanked  the  speaker  for  his 
clear  and  interesting  discourse. 

The  next  paper,  by  Baron  H.  von  Jueptner,  which  is  closely 
alUed  to  the  foregoing,  was  "  On  the  necessity  of  unification  of 
methods  of  iron  analyses."  The  speaker,  referring  to  a  mass  of 
evidence,  pointed  out  the  unreUability  or  inconsistency  of  the 
present  condition  of  analytical  chemical  analyses  of  iron,  treated  of 
the  sources  of  error,  and  emphasized  particularly  the  desirability 
of  standardizing  the  atomic  weights  to  be  used  and  the  methods 
by  which  samples  are  to  be  obtained.  Among  the  methods,  dis- 
tinction should  be  made  between  those  used  for  scientific  and 
those  for  industrial  purposes,  and  the  relative  accuracy  of  various 
methpds  should  be  determined. 

The  paper  was  discussed  by  Dr.  W.  Sonne,  Dr.  Wedding,  and 
E.  Polonceau. 

At  the  close  of  the  session  the  President  announced  that  the 
Wedding-Jueptner  motion,  read  by  Profesor  Brunner-Lausanne, 
proposing  the  formation  of  an  international  commission  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  standard  method  of  iron  analyses,  had 
been  adopted.  The  members  of  this  commission  are  divided  into 
sections,  with  instructions  to  report  upon  and  make  recommenda- 
tions for  the  method  of  obtaining  samples  and  of  analyses  of  the 
various  elements  found  in  iron. 

Hereupon  the  third  subject  on  the  programme  was  taken  up,  a 
paper  by  Prof.  Dr.  Fr.  Steiner,  "  On  the  restdts  of  investigations 
of  influence  of  low  temperatures  on  the  behavior  of  '  Flusseisen ' 
(low  steels),"  being  supplementary  to  the  report  on  the  subject 
presented  in  printed  form  by  the  author  in  conjunction  with  H. 
Gollner  and  C.  Ludwik.  The  paper,  and  the  question  whether 
the  study  of  this  subject  is  to  be  continued,  were  discussed  by 
Messrs.  Polonceau,  E.  Schroedter,  A.  Martens,  Toldt,  the  author, 
M.  Barba,  and  R.  Krohn. 

Finally  the  motion  formulated  by  the  President,  "  The  Com- 
mission is  to  be  continued  to  pursue  further  studies,"  was  adopted. 

Hereupon  a  recess  of  one  hour  was  taken. 

Meeting  reconvened  at  12.45. 

The  chair  was  taken  temporarily  by  Mr.  Banovits,  Royal  Honor- 
ary Counsellor  and  Railway  Director,  Budapest,  who  gave  the 
floor  to  Court  Councillor  Exner,  to  present  his  paper,  which  had 
been   set   down    for  the    third  day,  "  On  the  present  status  of 
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methods    of    testiog    paper,    textile    fabrics,    and    other    allied 
materials." 

This  paper,  received  by  the  members  with  the  deepest  interest, 
was  fully  discussed  by  Profs.  A.  Bejto,  N.  Belelubski,  A-  Hauss- 
ner,  and  A.  Martens. 

Upon  conclusion  of  the  discussion,  the  author  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Chief  Engineer  G.  Eckermann,  Chairman  of  Sub-com- 
mittee 19,  took  the  floor,  to  move  that  in  view  of  the  fact  of  the 
ample  report  presented  and  the  unanimity  of  opinions  on  the  car- 
dinal points  treated  by  it,  the  work  of  the  sub-committee  be  con- 
sidered as  terminated. 

After  a  lively  discussion  by  Messrs.  Barba,  B.  Banovits,  E. 
Polonceau,  L.  Bade,  F.  Steiner,  L.  von  Tetmajer,  A.  Pourcel, 
V.  Leber,  and  Exner,  the  following  very  comprehensive  resolution 
was  offered  by  the  Chair : 

"The  Conference  decides,  fully  appreciating  the  meritorious 
work  of  Sub-committe  19,  that  it  seems  desirable  to  continue  fur- 
ther study  of  '  Flusseisen  '  (low  steels)." 

The  next  paper  is  presented  by  Prof.  B.  Kirsch,  Chairman  of 
Sub-committee  13,  "  On  the  execution  of  comparative  tests  and 
determination  of  the  most  practicable  and  simple  methods  of 
measurement  and  expressions  for  flexibility  of  metallic  bars." 
After  a  short  discussion  of  the  paper  by  Messrs.  E.  Polonceau, 
N.  Belelubski,  v.  Leber,  v.  Stoltz,  and  Martens,  the  resolution  of 
the  Committee  is  adopted. 

Prot  N.  Belelubski  is  invited  by  the  Chairman  to  communicate 
to  the  members  his  announcements,  shortened  because  of  lack  of 
time,  in  an  exhaustive  manner.  His  studies  relate  to  new  method 
for  the  determination  of  toughness  of  wrought  iron  by  bending 
tests,  using  same  as  a  substitute  for  measures  of  extension  in  ten- 
sion tests. 

On  account  of  lack  of  time  three  other  reports  were  postponed 
to  the  following  day,  and  the  meeting  then  adjourned. 

G.  Alpherts. 
Alb.  Sailler. 

Zurich,  September  10, 1895. 

Minutes  of  the  Thirb  Day. 

Called  to  order  at  9.15  a.]^. 

Prof.  L.  von  Tetmajer  made  several  business  announcements 
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before  proceeding  with  the  regular  programme,  and  stated  that 
the  following  new  books  bad  been  donated  to  the  arcbires  of  the 
Conference : 

Professor  Le  Chatelier,  Paris :  Bulletin  of  the  Society  for  the 
Encouragement  of  National  Industry,  Xo&  113  and  114,  VoL  X-, 
Fourth  Series.    Nos.  113  and  114,  Annual  for  1895. 

Cliief  Councillor  of  Mines  Berger,  on  behalf  of  the  Austrian 
Engineers'  and  Architects'  Association :  Beport  of  the  Committee 
on  Vaults. 

Professor  Debray^  Paris  :  Bibliographic  notes  on  the  quesrion 
of  tests  and  testing  laboratories  for  materials  of  constmction 
(Vn.,  1895). 

Mr.  Y.  Leber  announced,  amid  general  gratification,  that  the 
member  injured  during  the  railroad  excursion,  Professor  Dr.  Han- 
isch,  was  progressing  favorably  under  trying  circumstances,  and 
there  were  good  reasons  for  hoping  that  the  inyalid  would  at  no 
distant  day  be  entirely  cured. 

Hereupon  Prof.  L.  von  Tetmajer  invited  the  gentlemen  selected 
to  officiate  during  the  day  to  take  their  seats.  The  Honorary 
Chairmen  were  his  Excellency  Prof.  N.  Belelubski  of  St.  Peters- 
burg, Engineer  Gus.  C.  Henning  of  New  York.  Presiding  Chair^ 
man  was  Engineer  C.  Zschokke,  Professor  of  Engineering  Science 
at  Zurich.  Secretaries  :  Engineer  A.  Greil,  Vienna ;  Engineer  E. 
Boussel,  Malines,  Belgium. 

Messrs.  Belelubski  and  Henning  thank  the  meeting  for  the 
honor  conferred  upon  their  countries  by  their  selection  as  honor- 
ary chairmen. 

Upon  inquiry  by  the  Chairman  it  was  decided  to  submit  the 
minutes  of  the  two  previous  sessions  to  a  commission  of  three,  to 
verify  the  same,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Prof.  L.  von  Tetmajer, 
Chief  Engineer  B.  Moser,  Professor  Dr.  Amsler-Laffon. 

Mr.  Henning  at  once  was  given  the  floor  to  deliver  a  short  ad- 
dress on  "  Methods  of  testing  cast  iron  and  other  materials  from 
a  new  point  of  view." 

The  investigation,  which  is  still  incomplete,  has  already  shown 
that  cast  iron  behaves  in  a  peculiar  manner  when  cooling  from 
the  molten  state,  or  from  a  white  heat,  which  is  dependent  upon 
the  composition  of  the  bars,  similar  results  being  regulariy  ob- 
tained with  similar  material  The  accuracy  thus  obtained  is  not 
less  than  that  observed  in  chemical  analysis. 

The  tests  are  to  be  continued. 
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After  Engineer  Osmond  of  Paris  discussed  the  sabject,  the  un- 
finished business  of  the  previous  day  is  resumed,  viz. : 

Beport  14.  Professor  Councillor  of  Mines  A.  Ledebour,  Frei- 
berg :  ^^  Appreciation  of  tragilitj  due  to  acids ;  determination  of 
this  property  in  wire." 

After  a  communication  by  Engineer  Henning,  New  York, 
relative  to  a  roller  apparatus  in  use  in  the  United  States  for  at 
least  twenty  years  to  determine  this  property,  in  which  the  wire 
is  not  only  strained  in  tension,  but  also  by  repeated  bending,  and 
a  few  remarks  by  Engineer' Pourcel  of  Paris,  the  meeting  adopted 
the  resolutions  oflFered  by  the  author. 

Report  15.  Prof.  A.  Martens,  Berlin,  reported  on  "  Apprecia- 
tion of  methods  of  examination  of  the  micro-structure  of  metals  ; 
discussion  of  the  possibility  of  establishing  a  standard  method  of 
examination ;  propositions."  The  reporter  arrived  at  the  conclu- 
sion that  micrography  of  metals  has  not  yet  reached  that  stage 
so  as  to  be  on  the  same  plane  as  the  tension  test  or  chemical 
analysis,  to  permit  formulating  methods  of  examination.  In  the 
report  and  the  discussion  the  belief  was  expressed  that  further 
development  can  be  entrusted  to  the  laboratories  and  investi- 
gators. The  Conference  should,  however,  approach  the  various 
governments,  in  order  to  promote  investigations,  and  to  favor  an 
advance  of  moneys  for  the  purpose  of  publishing  the  work  of  review 
of  this  subject,  which  had  been  entrusted  to  Prof.  H.  M.  Howe 
of  Boston ;  and  that  a  model  collection  of  typical  sections  be 
established,  by  which  a  basis  for  comparison  of  methods  may  be 
secured. 

Hereupon  the  report  of  Prof.  Fr.  Kick,  Vienna,  on  "  Apprecia- 
tion of  the  impact  test,  and  formulation  of  rules  for  its  execu- 
tion,*' was  presented.  Chief  Engineer  Polonceau  called  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  publication  presented  by  the  French  Com- 
mission contains  a  report  by  Mr.  Durand  on  a  method  for  this 
test. 

After  a  protracted  discussion  by  Professor  Nagy,  Budapest ; 
Professor  Kirsch,  Vienna;  Professor  Martens,  BerUn;  Mr. 
Henning,  New  York  ;  and  the  author  in  closure,  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  sub-committee  are  adopted. 

Next,    Professor   Dr.  Kast  of  Carlsruhe  presented  his  paper 

<*0n  the  present  status  of  oil  tests."     The  speaker  emphasized 

that  there  still  exist  uncertainties  about  properties  of  lubricants, 

which  are  of  importance  in  tests  and  opinions ;  these  are  still 
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further  magnified  by  the  varying  composition  of  mineral  lubricat- 
ing oils,  whicli  are  now  mainly  used.  After  discussing  these  con- 
ditions, and  describing  the  methods  and  apparatus  now  generally 
used,  the  speaker  proposed  the  formation  of  a  sub-committee  to 
study  and  prepare  standard  methods  of  tests ;  this  was  adopted 
after  a  few  remarks  by  Chief  Engineer  Polonceau. 

A  recess  of  one  hour  was  now  taken. 

At  1  o'clock  the  meeting  reassembled,  and  Director  Dellwick, 
Liljeholmen,  briefly  describes  the  new  Wyborg  Thermophones  for 
the  measurement  of  high  temperatures.  According  to  statements 
by  the  speaker,  these  thermophones  consist  of  clay  cylinders,  in 
the  centre  of  which  there  are  fulminates,  noting  the  time  required 
to  cause  explosion ;  high  temperatures,  it  is  stated,  have  been 
determined  to  within  about  twenty  degrees  of  accuracy. 

The  Chairman  then  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  B.  Dyckerhoff, 
Amoeneburgy  who  read  his  paper  "  On  the  results  of  investiga- 
tions to  determine  the  effect  of  sea  water  on  hydraulic  cements.'* 
A  very  spirited  discussion  was  had  on  this  paper  by  the  Baron 
Quinette  de  Rochemont,  Paris ;  Dr.  Michaelis,  Berlin ;  His  Excel- 
lency Major-General  Schuiatschenko,  St.  Petersbui^,  His  Excel- 
lency Professor  Belelubski,  St.  Petersburg,  and  Professor  Debray 
of  Paris.  The  Conference  decided  that  a  sub-committee  be 
appointed  to  study  the  subject. 

Hereupon  the  Chairman  put  the  question  as  to  whether  the 
prepared  programme  was  to  be  carried  out,  or  the  written  petition 
of  several  members  was  to  be  granted  to  proceed,  on  account  of 
lack  of  time,  to  the  discussion  of  the  formation  of  the  future  organ- 
ization of  the  Conference. 

The  majority  deciding  in  favor  of  the  latter.  Prof.  C.  Bach  of 
Stuttgart  took  the  floor  to  present  his  report  on  the  proposed 
constitution,  which  had  been  distributed  in  printed  form. 

After  a  thorough  exposition  of  the  French  efforts  to  establish 
standard  methods  for  testing  all  materials  of  construction,  and  a 
criticism  of  the  proposed  constitution,  by  the  Baron  Quinette  de 
Bochemonty  and  a  lively  discussion  of  it  by  Director  Peters,  Chief 
Engineer  Polonceau,  Professor  Debray,  and  Engineer  Henniog, 
the  meeting  decides  to  adopt  it  as  formulated,  and  then  to  revise 
it,  as  may  be  required  from  time  to  time,  by  amendments. 

Prof.  L.  von  Tetmajer  then  presented  his  report  on  the  question 
of  issuing  an  official  gazette,  and  recommended  that  the  final  ar- 
rangements looking  to  this  end  be  intrusted  to  the  council,  who. 
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while  protecting  the  interests  of  the  Conference,  were  to  make 
definite  arrangements  with  Professor  Giessler  of  Stattgart. 

This  recommendation  was  adopted  after  having  been  further 
discussed  by  Professor  Debray  and  Chief  Engineer  Polonceau, 
who  heartily  concurred  in  the  proposition.  The  Chair  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  the  proposed  Council. 

Those  elected  are : 

Chairman:  Prof.  L.  von  Tetmajer,  Zurich;  Councillors:  Pro- 
fessor Belelubski,  Si.  Petersburg ;  Chief  BuUding  Commissioner 
Berger,  Vienna ;  Prof.  A.  Martens,  Berlin  ;  the  Baron  Quinette 
de  Rochemont,  Paris. 

The  election  of  the  Vice-Chairman  is  left  to  the  Council. 

The  Chair  then  took  up  the  discussion  of  time  and  place  of 
the  next  meeting. 

It  was  decided  to  convene  the  Sixth  Conference  in  Stockholm, 
in  1897 ;  and  the  Seventh  Conference  in  Paris,  in  1900. 

Upon  motion  the  meeting  decided  to  intrust  all  unfinished 
business  to  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Fifth  Conference. 

Professor  Kick,  Vienna,  finally  requested  the  floor,  to  move 
votes  of  thanks  to  the  authorities,  to  Prof.  L.  von  Tetmajer,  as 
well  as  to  the  respective  chairmen,  and  suggested  a  rising  vote, 
which  is  taken. 

Hereupon  the  Baron  Quinette  de  Bochemont  took  the  floor,  to 
express  thanks  and  admiration,  on  behalf  of  the  French  rep- 
resentatives, to  Major  Bleuler,  Hofrath  Exner,  iand  Professor 
Zschokke,  for  the  successful  management  of  the  Conference. 

The  Conference  was  adjourned  at  4  p.m. 

A.Greil,     I    ^sfecretories. 

E.  BOUSSEL,  ) 

Zurich,  September  11, 1895. 

Bead  and  compared  with  the  stenographer's  reports,  and  found 
correct. 

Zurich,  October  19, 1895.  Prop.  L.  von  Tetmajer,  M.P. 

Zurich,  October  21, 1895.  Bob.  Moser,  M.P. 

ScHAFFHAUSEN,  Odober  22,  1895.    Dr.  J.  Ambler-Laffon,  M.P. 
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